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Beneath this starr y arch ,
Nought resteth or is still ;

Bat all th ing s hold their march
As if by one great will.

Moves one, move all ;
Hark to the foot-fall !

On , on, for ever.

Yon sheaves were once but seed ;
Will ripens into deed ;
As cave-dro ps swell the streams ,
Day thoughts feed nightl y dreams ;
And sorr ow tracketh wron g,
As echo follows song.

On , on, for ever.

By night, like stars on high,
The hours reveal their train ;

They whisper and go by ;
I never watc h in vain.

Moves one, move all ;
H ark to the foot-fall !

On, on , for ever.

They pass the cradle head ,
And there a promise shed ;
They pass the moist new grave ,
And bid ran k verdure wave ;
They bear th rough every clime,
The harve sts of all time.

On , on, for ever.
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If we may judge by facts , and take regular sequence as indica *
f ive of cause and effect, the theatre is one of the necessaries of
civilized life. We always find it sprin ging up in a nation 's path
t rom barbar ism to refin ement. There is sure to come a period
*hen it appears and flouris hes, like a flower in its season. The
form may have varied , but society has seldom arrived at a con-
dition which was much wort hy of that name, without

^ 
qomethin ff

^at was, essentially, dramatic represe ntatio n. It h*svabme as if
to answer the call of an instinct of humanity , which could not fail,
eyen in the earlier stages of the social progress, of being suffi -
ciently developed to make the want felt, and therefore to stimula te
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the requisit e faculti es and exerti ons for its supply. In this it
resembles and follows religion, which , in some shape or other,
man wants , and society provides . Indeed , the dram a has, in
many cases, perha ps in most, sprung out of religion ; the theatre
has been an appenda ge to the temple. This happened both with
the classical drama of anti quity, and with the roman tic dra ma of
late r times. If it be tru e, as Dr. Johnson says, that learnin g
* reared the stage,' learnin g was but the nurse of an orphan ed
offspring. When popery in England was put to deat h, the infan-
tile mysterie s, by which the people had been charmed on holi-
days, were nurture d by taste and poetr y into all the vigour of the
Elizabetha n drama. Some such tenderness was needful ; for
though religion generated the drama , she has not been over kind
to her progeny. In the mythology of antiquity, Saturn eat his
own children ; and religion in this case, thou gh she could not
destroy, has sorely belaboured and calumniated hers . In France ,
the priesthood sometimes even yet make a stand against the
admissio n of the remains of an actor into consecrated ground.
In England, the pulpit and the playhouse are regar ded as natural
belligerents ; and even beyond the pale of puritanism , and
amongst the people who most enjoy theatrical amusement s, there
is an associati on of immoralit y with the stage, and a disposition to
consider the profession as disre putable. Wh y should this be so,
if the dra ma be itself a product of religion, and the theatre an
invaria ble adjunct of an advanced state of civilization ?

We cann ot ascribe this feeling to any pervadin g horror of
immoral tendenc y in an occupation ; for it is by no means diffi -
cult to indicate a stron g tendenc y to immoralit y in professions
which are held in the highest estimation , and to which par ents
are as eager to devot e their children as they are solicitous to keep
them from the stage. How few would hesitat e to mak e their sons
lawyers. r The world / as Mr. Campbell observes in the work
before us, ' very properly holds the barrister 's calling in high
respect, and yet it is notorious that the lawyer 's life, which makes
him dail y and hourl y a hireling either on the ri ght side or the
wr ong side of a cause, as his brief may chance to call him, must
tend to imbue his mind with a t aste for sophist ry, as well as with
adroitness in the practice of it. In fact, there is a great deal of
actin g both in courts of justice and elsewhere , that goes by a
different name.* The comparison , or rather the contrast , is not
here put with hal f its stren gth . There is no deception , no false-
hood, in the dr amatic presentation of a character . The actor no
more att empts to pass himself for Alexander the Gre at, tha n the
clergyman when he reads the lessons from the book of J< *
imposes himself upon the congregation for Bildad the Shuhite.
But the barri ster does impose; and that where the most import^1
result s are contin gent upon the success of the imposition . H*
counte rfeit s credenc e; he counterfeits feeling : intendin g ju<ty
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and ju ry to receive them as fak real, personal credence and
feeling. He endeavours to east discredit on that which he knows
to be true, and to produce belief in that which he knows to be
false. It is a part of his trade to employ, fbr pay, all the acute-
ness of his intellect to enable the culprit to eaeape his legal
punishm ent, or the debtor to evade paying his creditor . A man
had bette r play ten characters every night than , thus play upon
his own character. The sacredness of truth must be sullied in
his mind by its habitu al violation , thou gh that violation be only
professional. At least , the tendenc y cannot be denied. And
what shal l we say of the honourable profess ion of arms ? Kill
for hire ; is not that a rare improvement on the immoral ity of
reciting speeches for hire ? We are speakin g of the militar y pro-
fession, not of the use of arms by a people drive n to the necessity
of repelling force by force. The soldier is a slave, for whom all
consideration of the justice of the cause is out of the question : his
dut y is to obey orders . In certain extreme cases has reward is
'booty and beaut y.' And he scorn s the poor player ; but not so
haught ily as does the clergyman . Well, let us look to the moral
tendency of his profession. We will cast no doubts on his being
'moved by the Holy Ghost / but it is unfortuna te that he is
obliged to say so; it is unfortunate for the morali ty of a profession
that it hold s out stron g induceme nts for those to say so who are
not sure of it. But pass t his ; there are the Thirty-nine Article s
to be subscribed ex animo. Now, we mean not to impugn or
question any one iota of these articles ; we only say that they
contain betwee n two and thre e hundred distinct propositions ; that
many of those propositions involve the profoun dest subtilties of
criti cism, meta physics, and scholastic theology ; that many of
them relate to points which have been controverted by the ablest
men throu gh almost all the ages of the Christian era ; and that
to have formed an honest individu al opinion upon the half of
them canno t have been possible for the subscriber in one case out
of an hundred. And, then , what is the clergyman 's office ? On
certain days, nay, at cert ain hours , and even minutes , he is bound
publi cly and solemnly to tell his God that he is in a particula r state
of mind and feeling, when perha ps he is in a very different state
of mind and feeling. He modula tes his voice, as he reads the
litur gy, to the emotions of reverence , contrition , supplication ,
thanksgiving, sympath y, &c. ; but who is so totall y ignoran t of
toe human mind as to imagine t hat these emotions either do or
can arise within him at his biddi ng, and in thei r prescribed order
°f succession ? We will dismiss the clergyman here , and say
nothing about the motives which bear upon the profession as to
Preferment* We once heard a reverend gentleman wind up a
wtter tirad e agains t the stage by saying, of an actress of unble -
mished character , who honou rab ly supported an ag»d mother toy
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her exertions , ' That woman would even say her prayers if they
were in her part , and she was paid for it !'

Tha t the dram atic profession has also its demoralizin g ten-
dencies, we have no doubt ; althou gh we do doubt wheth er they
can be worse than those of many avocations which are in better
odour ; and doubt much more whether they are the real cause of
the feeling which it excites.

The great evil of the actor 's life is analo gous to that which is
so extensively produced by the subdivisi on of labour . He only
does one thin g, and that incessantl y ;  and it only exercises one
class of his faculties , a confined portion of his being. His sole
work is to cast his own powers of expression in moulds prepar ed
for them by the intellect of others . These moulds may be so
large that he cannot fill them, so small that he overfl ows them,
so una dapted that they gall him ; but still, on he must go, day
after day, fusing his feeling and presentin g it in the prescri bed
form . V ery-dimcult indeed, in such a cour se of life, must be that
expansion of mind and heart withou t which man is not a progres-
sive, that is to say, not a moral being. Hence so many actors
have little knowled ge beyond their authors and their art , no
decided opinions or princi ples, no independence or indivi dual ity,
—in short , no characte r, save that which is pro fessional .

But it is for other reasons that they are , both men and women,
generall y disesteemed ; and those reaso ns mainl y are, that the former
are often k nown to be improvident , and the latter are sometimes
supposed to be unchaste. Improvidence is only pardonable under
privilege of Parliament , and finds no shelter beyond the folds of
that mantle which hides so much better than even all-coverin g
charit y. And as to the other offence, it is the loss of woman 's
virtue ; she has but that , and sur ely ou ght to keep it, as it exone-
rate s from the practice of all the rest , and alone constitutes the
gulf between good and bad in her sex. She may be full of
' envy, hatre d, malice , and all uncharita bleness ;' as ignora nt as
an ass, as obstinate as a mule, as blind as a beetle , as poisonous
as an asp, and as savage as a hyaena, and yet be a virtuou s wo-
man . She may, from sheer vani ty, excite affection which she
mean s to disappoint ; she may marr y without a spark of love,
and procure clothes, board , lodging and money, by the legal
barte r of her person ; she may vend the heartless form , if it wear
well enough, agai n and again , and renew the disgu sting barg ain
and perform its conditions to the end of her days, and yet be a
virtuous woman. She may, by her waste fu l expenditure , scatte r
to the winds the hard ear nings of her husband ; she may with hold
all sympathy from the honourable but not profitable exerti ons in
which he needs it, and ever influence toward s sycophanc y and
selfish ness ; she may abandon her childre n to hirelin gs, or only
teach them lessons better unlearnt , trainin g them to leave ana
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make the world worse th an they found it, and yet be a virtu ous
woman. For none of these thin gs does she lose caste. She still
retains Her virtue. And this is presumed to be sorely perilled,
and off end forfeited, by the votaries of Melpomene .

Under a bette r system, the theatre might probabl y be purifie d
of both these evils ; certainl y of the last . The monopoly, that
infamous monopoly, which bishops and puritans have foiled re*
peated attem pts to break down, is the great source of the various
indecencies and immoralities so much complained of, both before
and behind the curtain . In their worst forms they are confined
to the patent theatres . A minor theatre has no saloon ; nor have
the sprigs of our virtuous aristocrac y the run of its green-r oom, to
corr upt or insult its professional occupants. The lessees of the
privileged houses have a factitious position to sustain , which im-
pels them to the adoption of other than simply theatric al appli-
ances. The passing of Mr. Bulwer 's bill would have done much
toward s raisin g the profession in the scale of public repute. A
better class of persons , in education and character , would ham
gradual ly flowed into it; such as by respecting themse lves would
hav e tau ght the public to respect them . And this chan ge would
tend to correct the great mistake which yet lingers on the stage,
after it has so long been exploded in literat ure, of the impor-
tance of titled patron age. The conjoint effect of the dramatic
censorsh ip with the induceme nts to mini ster to ari stocrat ic
profli gacy, produce a debasemen t of spirit which extends to some
who might, and ought to feel themselves far above such servilit y,
and wh ich is quit e out of place, time, and character. We have
hear d of that gifted creature , Miss Kelly, speakin g of ' her noble
pat ron , the duke !' Why, what duke in the peera ge is there , who
might not be improved by being under M iss Kelly's patrona ge?
Aud M atthew s—we blushed for the dignity of talent on reading
a recent speech of his at some theatrical fund dinner* in which h$
actuall y boasted of an invitatio n to the table of the Prin ce of
Waterlo o, and of a nod from him in the street ! What is the
comparative rarit y or worth of the talent of these two iueja?
Society could fu rnish at least a hundred Wellingtons for one
Cha rles M atthews. Milit ary abilit y is the commonest and lowest
species of talent. Great generals can always be furnished to
order, in any number , and from all ranks in society. Nor csua
the art of destroy ing life have any natural or moral claims to
superio rit y over the art of diffusin g pleasure . Speakin g of the
ablest militar y combinat ions, Dr . C bannin g observes ,—

K Nothi ng is more common than to find men, eminent in thia depart -
ment , who are nlmoat whol ly wanting in the noblest ener gies of the
soul, in imag inat ion and tast e, in the capacity of enjoying works of
genius, in lar ge views of hum an nature , in the moral sciences* in ike
application of anal ysis and generalis ation to the human mind and to
•°ciety, and in original conceptions on the great subjects which have
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absorbed the most glorious und erstandings. The office of a great general
does not differ widely from that of a grea t mechanician , whose husineaa
it is to frame new combinations of physical forc es, to adapt them to new
circumstances , and to remove new obstructions. Accordi ngly great
general8 , away from the camp, are commonl y no greater men th an the
mechanician taken from his worksh op. In conversati on they are often
dull. Works of profound thinkin g on general and great topics they
canaot comprehend. The conqueror of Napoleon, the Jiero of Waterl oo,
undoubtedl y possesses great militar y talents , but we have never heard
of his eloquenc e in the 8 en ate, or of his sagacit y in the cabinet ; and we
venture to say, that he will leave the world without addin g one new
though t on the great themes , on which the genius of philosophy and
JegisJature has meditated for ages.' *

Tru e, the hero has, since these remark s were writte n, accom-
plished some achievement s which men of more mind but less will
would have shrunk from ; but nothin g that we know of, to rais e
him to the intellectual level of Charles Matthew s, who proba bly
would have eman cipated the Catholics , and who probabl y would
mot have declared war against parliamentar y reform. Let us
hope to hear no more of this parasitical servilit y. Dest roy the
monopoly, and the actor , unles s by his own choice, is only depen-
dent upon the public. He must chiefly blame himself, should
that continue to be a debasing dependence .

It is time to come to the work before us, which is a merited
tribute to one of those (for such ther e have been, and are ) who
have signally trium phed over the evil influen ces to which we have
adverted. Of such success, Mrs . Siddons was an illustrious
example. While she fascinated or overwhelme d by the blaze of
her talents , she was also diligentl y workin g out her pecuniar y
independence , and commandin g the respect due to an unques-
tionable and dignified charac ter. It is alike due to her memory,
to her art , and to society, th at there should be some perm anen t
record of what she was and did , so far as they are capable of
being recorded. Glad were we to find that her biogra phy was
confided to such hand s as those of the poet Campbell.

* Mrs . Siddons 's mai den name was Kemble . She was the dau ghter
of "Roger Kem ble, the manager of a theat rical company that per forme d
chiefl y in the midland and the western towns of En gland ; and of Sarah
Ward, whose father was also a strollin g manager. *
They had a large family, and it was their earnest desir e
that thei r child ren should not follow their own avocation. As
to most of them, th is wish was baffled ; a disappointment which
we find continuall y occurrin g in theatrical nistor y. Rob ert
Owen tells us that we may do what we please with the charac ter s
of the next generation ; we have only to arra nge the circum-
stances by vhtch those characte rs are formed . But € there 's the
rulp * Hoger KLemWe would have tha nked him for his secret ;
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and so, many years afterwards , would Mrs. Siddons herself. By
properly disposing all the circu mstanc es we might rear a tre e
which should perfectl y corres pond with a previous picture , even to
the tip of every leaf. We are yet far from the requisite know-
ledge and power ; we can only ensure a few broad and general
effects ; and this is prett y nearl y our condition as to the huma n
plant. Even a simple negative result is often beyond us, as it
was in the instance of the Kembles . Few of the succeedin g gene-
ra tion would regret that parental anxiet y had failed of extinguish-
ing a whole theat ri cal constellation , to manufact ure from the
mate rials some indifferent sempstresses , schoolmistress es, lawyers,
merchants , pr catholic priests.

Mrs . Siddons was born at Brecon, in North W ales, on the 5th
Jul y, 1755. Of the very scant y memorials of her earl y youth the
following anecdot e is the most interestin g. Mr. Campbell gives
it on her own (oral) authorit y as an illustrat ion of 'her confi-
dence in the efficacy of prayer, or rather of the prayer-book/

* One day her mother had pro mised to take her out the following,
to a pleasure part y in the neighbourhood , and she was to wear a new
pink dress which became her exceeding ly. But whether the part y
was to hold , and the pink apparel to be worn , was to depend on the
weather of to-morrow morning. On going to bed she took with
her her prayer- book , opened, as she supposed , at the praye r for fine
weather , and she fell asleep with the book folded in her littl e arms. At
day-break she found that she had been holding the pr ayer for rain to
her breast , and that the ra in, as if Heaven had taken her at her word.
was pelting at the windows. But she w ent to bed again with the book
opened at the ri ght place, and she found the mistake quite remedied,
for the morning was ae pink and beautifu l as the dress she was to wear .'
—Vol. i. pp. 35, 36.

The double coincidence was really remark able. We may not
impr obably ascribe to it some influence in the product ion of that
respect for religion which Mrs. Siddons always felt . Anothe r
such occurrence , and the whole colour of her destin y might have
heen changed. She might have become a female Wesley, ap-
pealin g to her personal experie nce of preternatura l interfer enoe.
Kembletoni an, or Siddonian , would have been a sounding name
for a sect. The tale is pleasanter than many of the inter positions
in the records of modern superstition ; nor is thei r dark fanaticis m
half so cred ible as that the elements should go out of their way,
and the heavens smile, to preven t a child 's being disappointed of
her promised enjoyment .

Mr . Siddons was an actor in Roger Kemble 's company, and
might not unreasonabl y make preten sions to the mana ger's
daughter, who was then only seventeen , seeing that he was han d"
some, active, and of talent so versatile , that ' his ran ge of-charae -
ten extended from Hamlet to Harle quin.' The Kemblem, how*
*ver> were as cantankerous as tfaa Caxmtets ; tmkj  it was Jttli *t>
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instead of Romeo , that was sent into bani shment. Her att ach-
ment endure d the ordeal , and in her nineteenth year she legally
took the name which her yet undeveloped powers were to make a
name of. We must here quote a portion of the narrativ e becau se
we are not quite satisfied with the biographer :—

4 Miss Kemble promised to marr y him as soon as her father and
mother 's objection s could be overcome. Meanwhile she agreed to go
from home, and lived for some time under the protection of Mrs. Greet -
head , of Guy 's Cliff , in Warwickshire. Fro m a surviving member of
that family I learn that she cam e into it in a dependent capacity j and ,
thou gh she was much liked , that her great latent genius was not even
suspected. It was observed , however , that she passionate ly admired
Milton ; and I have seen a copy of his work s which the Gre etheada
presented to her at this period. This circumstan ce is at variance with a
rumour often repeated , I have no doubt with a charitable wish to make
her earl y days appear as vulgar as possible , namel y, that she went as a
nursery -maid into the house at Guy 's Cliff. Families rarel y present
their nursery-m aids with copies of Milton 's poetry ; and besides , there
were at that time no children to be nursed in the Greethe ad famil y. Her
station with them was humble but not servile , and her princi pal employ-
ment was to read to the elder Mr. Greethead /—Vol. i. pp. 50, 51.

Is not Mr. Campbell somewhat squeamish in these comments ?
And has not the same false delicacy made him pass over the
washing and ironin g in which Mrs . Siddons was so often obliged
to spend her days at Liver pool ? Is he shocked at the mention
of tne muse of tra gedy in the suds, and the queen of the dram a
darnin g ? It is a foolish weakness that gives spite any advantag e
in the repetitio n of such tales. There is nothin g in them but
what was honourable at the time, and is interestin g in the retro-
spect. What a beaut iful stor y (thou gh so miserabl y told by Mr .
Boaden ) is that of Mrs. Inchbald . And who loves her better
than when she is scrubbin g her staircase and sittin g withou t a
fire ? Mrs . Siddons, as the family laundres s, was by no mean s in
her least dignified position . She was darin g to 'do all that may
become * a woman , a self-rel ying woman , resolved to deserve and
win respect. Such a woman cann ot be vulgar. Nor could being
a nursery-m aid have made her so. We should have supposed
that, even on the taffety principle, the amateu r laundress was
scarcel y entitled to pr ecedence over the professional nurser y-maid.
More shame for the nurse ry-maid employers if it be so. Think
they less of influencin g a child 's mind than of stiffenin g a shir t-
collar ? And what a notion of the much vaunted English mater-
nity is implied in this imputation of vulgarit y to the occupation
of a nurser y-maid. We would not , willingly, have been the son
of a mother who was capable of commit ting our infanc y to the
char ge of one whose whole caste and calling she held in scorn.
Out on such mothershi p ! It is a far more vulgar thin g than any
menial occupation. It is gross, disgustin g ! If the functions
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must be divided , our nurser y-maids are of more importance to us
th an our mothers . They are of more importance to us than our
actors, lawyers , divines. They give the fi rst twist to the twi g.
Miss Kemble 's € princi pal employment was to read to the elder
Mr. Greethead .' It would hav e been more usefu l had it been to
read to the junior master Greethead. * Servile ,' indeed ! If the
nur se be servile, what will the child become ? These are the very
persons to whom copies of Milton should be given. If families
ra rely do such a thin g, why then Thom as Campbell, pat ri ot and
poet himself, should teach families that Milton is noble music for
their young to grow to.

Mrs. Siddons 's first appearance in London was on the 29th
December , 1775, in the character of Portia. A newspaper nex,t
mornin g gave the following account :—

' On before us tottere d, rather than walked , a very pretty, delicate,
frag ile-looking youn g creature , dr essed in a most unbecoming manne r,
in a faded salmon-coloured saque and coat , and uncertain whereab outs
to fix either her eyes or her feet. She spoke in a broken , tremu lous
tone ; and at the close of a sentence her word s generall y lapsed into a
horrid whisper, that was absol utel y inaud ible. After her firs t exit, the
buzzin g comment went round the pit general ly: She certainl y is very
prett y ; but then how awkward , and what a shocking dresser ! Toward s
the famous trial scene she becam e more collected , and delivered the
firreat speech to Shylock with the most critical proprie ty, but still with a
faintn ess of utterance which seemed rather the result of internal physical
weakn ess tha n of a deficiency of Spirit or feeling. Altogether the im-
pression made upon the audience by this first effort was of the most
negati ve natu re/—Vol. i. pp. 68, 69.

Mr. Campbell's wrat h with the € vile newspaper critic ' is only
not quite so unreasonable as his horror at nurser y-maid vulgar ity.
The description is gra phic, and has every mark of being tru e to
the wr iter 's own impression , and not very far from the fact. The
actress was ill and frightened ; and , moreo ver , her capabiliti es
had not yet become powers. Her nature belonged to a class
which is always of slow developement. If we may borr ow a.
beauti ful neologism of her biogra pher , we would say that her
char acter , as well as her form, was ( sculpturesque.* I ts qualitie s*
were br oad , grand , simple, and productive of similar effects fromi
almost every point of view. In these it resembled the statu e*
rat her than the paintin g, and required, like that , a more pro—
longed toil and laborious touch to accomplish its perfection. The*
ru diments of a majestic mind and heart may be visible in a child**but their maturit y is ever late . For many long years after this*
peri od, nature went on mouldin g and polishing the Siddon s.

After occasionall y walkin g the board s in subo rdinate characters ,,
with little effect, (though there were those who antici pated herr
future greatness,) Mrs. Siddons was allowed , at the close of thea
reason, to drop back quietly into the country. It was seven yearsst
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before she rea ppeared in London. Of this event we have, hap pily,
her own record :—

* For a whole fortni ght before this (to me) memorable day, I suffered
from nervous agitation more than can be imagined. No wond er ! for
jny own fate, and that of my little family, hun g upon it. I had quitte d
Bath , wher e all my efforts had been successfu l, and I feare d lest a second
failure in London might influence the pub lic mind gTeatl y to my pre-
judice , in the event of my return from Drur y-lane disgraced as I form erl y
had been. In due time I was summon ed to the rehear sal of " Isabell a/ 1
Who can imag ine my terror ? I fear ed to utte r a sound above an
audible whisper ; but by degrees enthu siasm cheered me into a forget-
fulness of my fears , and I unconsciousl y threw out my vo ice, which
failed not to be hear d in the remotest part of the house , by a friend who
kindl y undertook to ascert ain the happy circumstance. The counte -
nance s, no less than tears and fl atter in g encoura gements of my
Companions, emboldene d me more and moTe ; and the second rehearsal
was even more affect ing than the nrst. Mr. King, who was th en
manager , was loud in his app lauses. This second rehearsal took place
on the 8th of October , 1782, and on the evening of th at day 1 was
seized with a nervous hoarsen ess, which mad e me extremel y wre tched ;
for I dr eaded being obliged to defer my app earance on the 10th , lon g-
ing, aa I most earn estl y did , at least to know the worst. I went to bed ,
theref ore, in a stat e of dread ful suspense. Awakin g the next morning,
however , thou gh out of restl ess, unrefreshin g sleep, I found , upon
speaking to my husband , that my voice was ver y much clearer. This,
of cours e, was a great comfort to me; and , more over the sun , which
had been completel y obscured for man y days , shone bri ghtl y throug h
my curta ins. I hailed it , thoug h tearfu lly, yet th ankful ly, as a happy
omen ; and even now I am not ashamed of this (as it may perh aps be
called) child ish superstition . On the morn ing of the 10th , my voice
was, most happ ily, per fectl y restored , and again " the blessed sun shone
brigh tly  on me.yt On this eventful day my fatlier arrived to comfort
nae, and to be a witn ess of my trial . He accompanied me to my
dresi ing-room at the theatre . There he left me ; and I , in one of what
I call my desperate tran quillities , which usual ly impress me under ter-
rific circumstances , there completed my dress , to the astoni shment of my
attendants , without uttering one word , thoug h often sighing most pro-
foundl y.

* At length I was called to my fiery trial . I found my venerab le
father behind the scenes, little less agitate d than myself. The awful
consciousness that one is the sole obj ect of at tention to tli at immense
space, lined as it were with human intellect from top to botto m, and all
arou nd , may perhaps be imagined, but never can be described , and by
me can never be forgotten.

• Of the general effect of th is ni ght' s performance I nee d not speak ;
it has alread y been publicl y recorded. I reached my own quiet fire side,
qn retirin g from the scene of reiterate d shouts and plaudits. I was half
dead j and my joy and th ank fulness were of too solemn and overp ower-
ing a nature to admit pf words , or even tears . My father , my husbana ,
and myself sat down to a fru gal neat supper , in a silence uninterr upted,
except by exclamations of gtoiness from Mr. Skkione* My W**
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enjoyed his refreshments ; but occasionally stopped short , and , laying
down his knife and fork , lifted up his venerable face, and throwing back
bU silver hair , gave way to tears of happiness. We soon parted tor the
night; and I, worn out with continually broken rest and laborious
exertio n, after an hour's retrospection, (who can conceive the intens e*
nesv of that re view ?) fell into a profou nd sleep, which lasted to the
middle o( the next day. I arose alert in mind and body/—Vol. i
p. Z59—163,

Though this was only the introduction of an actress to a London
life; dead and gone thou gh all the parties be; and histor y may
pass over the event as insignificant , and puritanism turn from it
with supercilious pity ; we think that heart is much to be grieved
for, which is not touched and stron gly moved to sympathy by the
narra tive. It makes one forget that they are dead and gone, and
that there are scales of importance in which the occurrence would
be below zero. It throws us back in feeling to that long-past
point of time ; we look forward to the career of the heroine ; and
the illusion only breaks to leave us lamentin g that the wr iter did
not complete her autobio gra phy, and comprise in the record , not
only the annal s of her art , but of her character ; blendin g with
the achievements which raised the actress to fame, the discipline,
whether self-imposed or of external influence , which trained the
woman to the moral and intellectual dignity exhibited in these
extracts , and of the degree of which , they alone have made us
fully aware.

The fifth chapter of the fi rst volume might be entitled a chapter
of anecdotes ; many of them are from Mrs . Siddons s own memo-
rand a. They relate to the times, and she was entitled to call
them 'glorious days/when Sir Joshua Reynolds, Burke, Gibbon ,
Sheridan , Windha m, and Pox, used to occupy the orchestr a of
Old Drur y ; when she sat to Sir Josh ua for his celebrated picture
of the Trasric Muse , but which always seems to us more like Lad v
Randolph and the ghost of Douglas ; when she first visited Edin -
burgh, and hear d in the stree t a poor servin g girl with a basket of
greens on her arm, say as she passed, € Ah! well do I ken that
sweet voice, that maae me greet sae sai r the streen ;' and when
she had the more questionable honou r (without emolument) of
being appointed pr ecept ress in English re ading to the princesses ,
and, consequently, her native dignity was brou ght into contrast
*ith the barb arism and affectati on of royal etiquette. For the
propriety of these terms let the following anecd ote vouch :—

4 1 had very soon the honour of reading to their llajetUie* in Buckin g- -
ham H ouse, and it occurred frequently. One could not appear in the \
presence of the queen except in a drea *, pot e]*ewhere worn , called a i
taque or negligee, with a lioop, treble ruffles , and lappets, in which i
costume I felt not at all at mj case. Wbcn J arrived at Buckingham i
Route, I was conducted inio at) ante-chamber , where I found some ;
Wtee of my acquaintance ; wad in a short time th* king entered from i
** dntwing-tWMft * 1* tto amiabl e o+cvprfoa of 4i*w»g the Pisces* i
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Amelia, then scarce three years old, in a little cane-chair. He graciously
said something to one of the ladies, and left the lovely baby to run about
the room. She happened to be much pleased with some fl owers in my
bosom, and, as I stooped down that she might take them if so disposed,
I could not help exclaiming to a lady near me, ii Wh at a beauti ful child !
how I long to kiss her !" When she instantly held her litt le hand to
m y mouth to be kissed ; so early had she learnt this lesson of royalty.
Her Maj esty was extremely gracious, and more than once during the
reading desired me to take some refreshment in tf ue next room. I
declined the honour, however, though I had stood reading till I was
ready to drop, rather than run the risk of fallin g down by walking back-
wards out of the room , (a ceremony not to be dispensed with ,) the
flooring too being rubbed bri ght. I afterwards learnt from one of the
ladies who was present at the time, that her Maj esty had expressed
herself surprised to find me so collected in so new a position, and that I
had conducted myself as if I had been used to a court. At any rate, I
had frequently personated queens. —Vol. 1. p. 248—250.
' Handy dandy/ says Lear ; ' which is the justice and which

the thief ?' And which, say we, is the true queen ? and which
boards, Buckingham House or Drury, most fitted for the tread of
simulating foot ? Would even the shilling-gallery, although they
had paid for the exhibition, have kept Mrs. Siddons thus pilloried
in a saque, reading till she was fainting, and then graciously left
her to calculate the alternative of dropping on the spot, or of
achieving her escape by skaiting backwards into a more humane
apartment ? We can laugh at such a scene as happened upon a
loyal address occasion ; four-and-twenty parsons, all in a row,
bowing backwards till they bumped the wainscot ; but a lady like
Mrs. Siddons is no subj ect for such a practical joke. This port ion
of the story came out at the time in Peter Pindar's * Ode upon
Ode/ The remainder of it is far more melancholy. One's
heart chills and sickens at the baby in the go-cart offering
Mrs. Siddons her hand to kiss. The poor little thing, to have
her humanities stifled in conventionalism before she was out of
leading-strings ! Why must any children be condemned to such
treatment as this ? The predestined victim of the factory would
have put up her round face and smiling mouth on such incite-
ment. Alas for royalty !

The second volume opens with Mrs. Siddons's own delineation
of the character of Lady Macbeth . It is well worth studying,
and appears to us to be a more accurate concept ion than that of
her biographer. We entirely agree in her notion of the kind of
personal beauty which best embodies the Lady Macbeth of
Shakspeare. She thinks it should be ' fair, feminine, nay perhaps
even fragile ;' a loveliness to hold in thrall, with the aid of superior
intelligence, a hero of high honour and conscientious feeling, as
Macbeth was, notwithstanding his ambition. Her mental daring
and hardness require contrast rather than correspondence in her
form and features to produce the full dramatic effect . And this
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theory corres ponds * with the event. Her frame sinks under the
pressure of ment al agony, while the more robust constituti on of
Macbeth weathers the storm , and holds out to the end, throu gh
tr emendou s exertion s. We can only quote a brief portion of this
dissertation , which is entirel y creditable to the judgment , taste ,
and intellect of the writ er, with the exception of the unfounded
fancy of Lad y Ma cbeth 's also seeing the ghost of Banquo at the
banquet. How beautifu l is the almost filial expression of her
hope of the approval of the great bard . It seems as if the writer
realized the conscious pre sence of his spirit , and in unaffect ed
humility sought his sanction , as would a child that of a departed
paren t and guide.

• The Third Act.—The golden round of royalty now crowns her
brow, and royal robes enfold her form ; but the peace th at passeth all
und erstandin g is lost to her for ever , and the worm that never dies
alread y gnaws her heart .

' " Nought 's had—al l's spent ,
Where our desire is had without content.
'Tis safer to be that which we destro y,-
Than by destruction dwell in doubtfu l joy."

' Under the impression of her present wretchedness , I, from tin s mo-
ment , have always assumed the dejection of counten ance and manne rs
which I thoug ht accordant to such a state of mind ; and , thou gh the
auth or of this sublime composition has not , it must be acknowle dged,
given any direction whatever to authorize this assumption , yet I venture
io hope that he would not have disapp roved of it. It is evident , indeed ,
by her conduct in the scene whic h succeeds the mourn fu l soliloquy, that
she is no longer the pr esumptuous , the determined creature tha t she was
before the assassination of the king : for instance , on the approach of
her husband , we behold for the first time stri king indications of sensi-
bili ty, nay, tenderness and sympath y ; and I think this conduct is nobl y
followed up by her durin g the whole of their subsequent even tfu l inter-
cours e. It is evident , I th ink , that the sad and new ex perience of
affliction ha s subdued the insolence of her pride , and the violence of her
w ill ; for she now comes to seek him out , that she may, at least , partici-
pate his misery. She knows , by her own woful experience , the torm ent
wh ich he undergoes , and endeavours to alleviate his sufferi ngs bv the
followin g inefficient reasonin gs :—

* " How now , my lord ? Wh y do you keep alone ,
Of sorriest fancies your companions makin g ?
Using those thoug hts which should indeed have died
With them they think on. Thin gs without all remed y
Should be without regard . Wh at 's clone , is done/ *

4 Far from her former habits of repr oach and contem ptuous tauntin g,
you perceiv e that she now listens to his complaints with sympathizin g
feelings ; and , so far from addin g to the wei ght of his affl iction the
bur th en of her own , she endeav ours to conceal it from him with the
rooat delicate and unremittin g attention . But it is in vain ; as we may
observe in his beautifu l and mournfu l dialog ue wit h the physician on the
subject of his cureless malady. " Canst , thou not minister to a mind
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diseased V You now hear no more of her chiding * and reproac hes.
No; all her thoughts are now directed to divert hia from those sorr iest
fancies, by turning them to the approaching banquet , in exhortin g him
to conc iliate the goodwill and good thought* of h*e guests , by receiving
them with a disengaged air , and cord ial, bri ght , and jovial demeanour.
Yes ; smotnering her sufferings in the deepest recesses of her own
wretched bosom, we cannot but perceive th at she devptes herself
enti rel y to the effort of supportin g him.

4 Let it be here recollected , as some palliation of her former very
differe nt depor tment , she bad , pro bably, fr om childhood commanded all
around her with a high hand ; had uninterrupted ly, perha ps, in that
splendid station , enjoyed all that wealth, all that nature had to bestow ;
that she had , possibly, no direc tors , no controllers , and that in woman-
hood her fascinate d lord had never once opposed her inclinations . But
now her new-bo rn relentings , under the rod of chastise ment, pr pmpt her
to make palpable efforts in order to support the spirits of her weaker ,
and , I must say, more selfish husband . Yes ; in gra titude for his
unbounded affection , and in commiseration of his sufferi ngs, she sup-
presse s the angu ish of her heart , even while that anguish is pr ecipitatin g
her into the grave , which at this moment is yaw ning to receive her. '—
Vol. ii. p. 21—25.

From much thea trical record and criticism , all of which is
pleasant readin g, thou gh the latter be not always convincing logic,
we can only make room for a descri ption of the death-scene of
Queen Catharin e in Henr y the Eighth . It is part of a criti que
which Mr. Campbell conjectures to have been written by the late
Mr. Terr y. It bear s the mark of a stage-artist , and shows by
implication what variet y of observ ation and of power , what nicety
of touch as it were ,, is required for the personation of a characte r,
the outline of which is so much more simple than that of many
dramatic heroines :—

* There is one featur e of her delineation of the sickness unto deat h
which struck us as a remarkable indicati on of the superiori ty of her
observations of nature , wd her skill in the repre sentation. Inst ead of
that motionless languor , and monotonous imbecility of action and coun-
tenance , with which the common-p lace stage-p ictures of sicknes s ar e
given , M rs. Siddons , with a curious percept ion of truth and nature pecu-
liarl y her own , displayed , throug h her feeble and fallin g frame , and
death -stricke n expression of features , that morbid fretfulness of look , that
restl ess desire of chan ging place and position , which frequentl y atte nds
our last decay. With im patient solicitude she sought rel ief from th e
irritabilit y of illness by the often shiftin g her situation in her chair ;
havin g the pillows on which she reposed her head every now and then
removed and adjusted ; bendin g forward , and sustaining hers elf , wh ile
speakin g, by the pressure of her hand s upon her knees ; and play ing,
during discours e, amon gst her drape ry with restles s and uneas y finger * '
and all this with such delicacy and such effect combined , as gave a most
beauti fu l as well as most affecting portr aiture of nature fast approaching
to its exit.

* To select passages from this scene for particular admiration would be
idle, where tne whole so stron gly callt for the revived atten tion of u*
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mind, to examine and reflect upon the minute and watchf ul skill by which
every part was made to conduce to that wondrous general impression
received while witnessin g the performance . Yet, perha ps, those little
touches which mark and preserve individual ity of charac ter start off in
the stron gest light of remembrance ; such as the indignant reproof with
which she chide s the rude and irre verent entrance of the messenger , and
shows that , in her dejected state , " she will not lose her wonte d great-
ness ;" and the peculiar moral sweetness and royalty of mann er witb
which she makes her last request :—

* " When I am dead ,
Let me be used with honour. Strew me o'er
With maiden flowers , that all the world may know
I was a chaste wife unto my grave !
Althou gh unqueen 'd , inte r me like a queen ;
And pay respect to that which I have been."

1 One add itional beaut y of her performance rema ins for us to notice.
The astonishi ng nicety with which her powers are made graduall y to
decay from the beginnin g to the end of the scene ; when her anxious
directions to the Lord Catnpeius seem to have exhaus ted her ; when
" her eyes grow dim ," and her bodi ly and mental powers but just suffice,
as she is supported off , to lay upon her servants the last path etic and
solemn injunc tions we have quoted .

• The oppressive truth of her representation in this scene is remark *
tbly indicate d by the mind s of the audience being always so weighed
down with the load of sorro w, tenderness , and respect , that it is not
unti l she is no more seen, and refl ection has relieved them from thei r
sensation s, tha t they ever once think of paying the customar y tribute of
applause , which then cannot be too long and loud ; but in the cours e of
the scene, the hea rt cannot once y ield to or suffer the usual theatrica l
sympath y of the hands/ —Vol. ii. p. 149—152.

It has not been our pur pose in this article either to trace the
events of Mrs . Siddons 's life, or minutel y ana lyze her char acter aa
an actre ss, or as a woman ; or to give a complete accoun t of these
Tolumes ; but merel y to introd uce them to our rea ders by the
expression of some of the thou ghts which have been excited in
our own minds , and the citation of some of the passages by which
we have been most struck in the perus al. For the rest , we must
refer to the book itself. We are obliged to pass over much which
we should willingly have introduced : many characterist ic and
therefore noble and beautifu l specimens of the biogra pher 's style
of writi ng and modes of thou ght; many illustration s of the effects
which Mrs . Siddons pro duced, not only on the au dience, but on
the other performers ; some touchin g instan ces of her deportm ent
m privat e life, and the manner in which she sustained those
calamities and bereavem ent s which most stron gly tr y the feel-
ings ; and above all, the indications of her stat e of mind as she
advanced towards and thro ugh the period of her professio nal
retirement , of which she said, ' In this last season of my actin g,
I feel as if I were mountin g the first step of a ladder conducting
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me to the other world. ' We pass over these to conclude with a
few words on two topics which remain.

Mr. Campbell advert s to certain f allusions to the alleged infe-
licity of Mrs . Siddons as a mar ried woman / and inserts the fol-
lowing letter to her husb and in refutation of them :—

*• ' December 16, 1804.c My dear Sir ,—I am real ly sorr y that my littl e flash of merri ment
should have been taken so seriousl y, for I am sure , however we may
differ in trifles , we can never cease to love each other. You wish me to
say what I expect to have done. I can expect nothin g more than you
yoursel f have desi gned me in your will. Be (as you ought to be) the
maste r of all while God permits ; but , in case of your death , only let
me be put out of the power of any person living. This is all that I
desire ; and 1 think that you cannot but be convinced that it is reason-
able and proper , ( Your ever affectionate and faithful

• s. s:
In spite of Mr Campbell's italics, we could not read this letter

witho ut feeling the pur pose for which he introduces it absor bed
in a far more import an t and extensive considerat ion. Whenc e
came the propert y which Mrs . Siddons deferential ly and humbly
requests Mr. Siddons not so tQ bequeath as to subject her to the
control of other s at the close of her laboriou s life ? We know
nothin g of the matter but what the book tells us ; and from that
it does not appear that Mr. Siddons could possibly be possessed
of one single farthin g for wh ich he was not indebted to Mrs.
Siddons . From their marri age to their removal to London , it is
tru e th at he was employed*as an actor ; but the inference is not
very u nsafe that he earned no more than his portion of the family
expend iture . After that time he did nothin g, but go to Bath , or
take his wife to Ramsgate , when she would rather have remain ed
in London ; and we chiefl y hear , at one time, of his being full of
anecdo te, and at another , of his being full of rheum atism. So
far ' as the informa tion goes, Mrs . Siddo ns was the bee ; a queen-
bee she was ; and Mr. Siddons was the drone , but of whom she
had to beg the legacy of an independent morsel of honey. Truly
the hive has strange laws and customs . ~ H ere is a woman of mag-
nificent endowm ents , exertin g her ext raordinar y powers with
extraordinary success, and a mere pensioned idler is the lord of
all her earnin gs, simply because he is a man and she is a woman.
Work the Tiresian miracle upon both , and then see how the case
st ands . Suppose Mr. Siddons winnin g the laurels and the money,
and then havin g to beg of Mrs . Siddons not to exercise her sove-
rei gn ri ght over it, by leaving him in ' the power of any person/
This would not do any where , except at Tr avancore , wher e per-
haps it might come in the course of nature. The supposition is
absurd and monstro us ; and so is the fact. Quit e enoug h i*
woman debarred from the opportunit y of honourab ly earni ng her
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means of support ; when she can and does earn them, it is bar -
barism to treat her like a Russian slave whose titled master
pockets the pence. If ever there have been people in the worl d
whose money was thei r own, Mrs . Siddons was one ; and for the
reversion of her own, law and custom made her a supplicant ! The
true policy of society, and one of the surest means of betterin g it,
by improv ing the condition of women, would be to afford them
every facility for acquirin g more stren gth of mind and character ,
by renderin g them more independent in pecuni ary matters . Men
will never be free while women are servile. And serv ile they
must be, while they are trained to look to marri age as furnis hing
them with the means of support in idleness , or as deprivin g them
of means of support accumulated by thei r own industr y.

Mr. Campbell laments , and with reason, that in Mrs. Siddons 'g
performances the charac ters sketched by inferior dramatists were
so much more frequen t than those of Snakspeare . The responsi-
bility, for this fact rests not with the actres s, but with the mana gers
the public, and that aristocratical legislation which upheld, and
still upholds, the monopoly by which the theatre is degraded and
the public tast e corr upted . In such a state of thin gs, pre eminen t
honour belongs to any actor whose talent and influence are
directed towards renderin g the fi nest productions of the great
bard , resto red to thei r purit y, more prominent at the lar ge theatres .
The passing away of the Kemble dynasty, whose last crow ned one
is said to have determined on depositing her regalia in the great
republican receptacle of abdicat ed princes, has not left the boards
without a qualified upholder of the reall y  legitimate drama. Mr.
Macre ady has of late enacted little but Shakspeare ; and little but
Shakspeare should be enacted by a man of mind so philosophic,
of conception so just , of taste so delicate ; with critical faculties so
acute, and the sense of poetical appr eciation so stron g ; and whose
power s of perso nation and expression (though with some physical
drawbacks ) are so vast and varied . His rep resentations of King
John, Henr y IV. , H amlet , Cor iolanus , and Macbeth , well deserve
the analysis of the finest criticism. Our memory is long enough
to compare one point in the latter cha r acter wit h the actin g of
J ohn Kemble. It occurs at the disappearance of the Ghost of
Banquo. Kembl e's act ing went on the assumption that the
ghost was altogethe r a phantom of the brain. He plucked up
cour age while it was yet before him, folded his arm s, walked up
t0 it defyingly, and fairly drove it off the stage. Once he at-
tempted to make the audience par ticipate in his theory, by not
allowing the ghost to r ise at all , and addressin g himself to the
empty chair ; but the audie nce thou ght a si

^
ht of the ghost was

included in their bar gain , and would have all they had paid for.
Macready, on the contrar y, supposes the external presence of the
?host ; he cannot bear the sight of it ; he covers his eyes in horror ;
*nd when his fearfu l glance at the haunted spot only falls on
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vacancy, he gazes all around in agonized and fluctu atin g appre-
hension, as if the awful presence must still be somewhere at the
ban quet , until he graduall y becomes reassured :

* Why, so, being gone,
I am a man again /

Now this is the truth ; Shakspeare 's trut h., that is. Kemble's
version was a spice of modern philosophy. The tra gedy is based
upon the realit y  of the superna tural . We cannot subscri be to
tne doctrine of cert ain of the best critics we know, that Macbeth
is an illustration of superstiti on. The her o believes nothin g for
which the poet does not vouch . He is deceived by the amb iguous
promise of the fiend , but it was a fiend that made the promise.
The Weird Sisters are the Destinies of the play ; the Scottish
Pates. His erro r (accordin g to Shakspeare ) was in trustin g the
demon s, not in believing them to be demons. Even Lad y Ma c-
beth , an infidel of the age, though she lau ghs at the ghost and
the dagger, solemnly invocates those whose ' sightle ss substance s
wait on nature 's mischief ' by the accredited mode of adj urati on.
We may perha ps even regard her as nerve d, by the ir possession,
for her darin g crimes . Such possession held its place in reli gion
and histor y long after the days of Elizabeth . H avin g said thus
much of Macbeth , we cannot dismiss the play without observin g
that we never saw a finer lyric poem than the countenance and
action of M acread y durin g the combat with Macduff. There
was not the Kemble tric k of the tinklin g of the tremblin g sword
against the crossed sword of his anta gonist, but there was th at
rapid succession of the intensest emotions , pervaded by a con-
centratin g ener gy, which characterizes a noble Pindaric.

But the finest of Macread y's perform ances, which includes its
"bein g the finest thin g that the British stage can at present ex-
hibit , is King Lear. Mr. Campbell speaks of it as ' masterl y/
but complains that he missed John Kemble 's eyes. That were
bettor than to have missed Macread y's brai ns and nerv es. We
have never seen a personation implying so much of the best in-
tellectual and moral qualities comoined with such artistica l per-
fect ion. Without adve rtin g to any particular beaut y, or any of
the many touches which made throats swell or tears flow, we
would observe of the actor 's conception of the character , tha t, with
a soul akin to that of the inspiring bard , he seized on the exact
point and condition , in the natu ral histor y of mind and body, at
which, and at which alone , the aged king and father secur es our
respect, pity, and sympath y, in the highest degree. I t was saw
that Garrick would have turned in his grave with envy at the
success of Mrs . Siddon s's Lad y Macbeth ; she would have wept
and knelt to the power of Ma c read y'a King Lear.
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The mother was again restored to her child ,—her child, but oh!
how altere d ! Scarcel y was it possible to t race in him the pure
and heart- gladde ning being she had once known. The following
extracts from her journal will give some idea of her operations and
remark s upon him and other childre n. They are loose fra gments,
and claim attent ion and derive valu e chiefly on account of the
bare , simple facts which they brin g to light. It is some such
dat a as these that the moral philosopher and the educator want.
Wh at would not eithe r of them give for the true histor y of one
human mind from bir th to death ! Rousseau has attem pted to
give one of a portion of his life, and his revelations are highly
interestin g ; but it were greatl y to be wished that many and
var iously-constituted persons would attem pt the same good work
for the world , and perform it more perfectl y than he has done.
Blessed may that hand be (if such shoul d ever exist) tha t, tearin g
down the veils which society han gs before the emotions of the
heart , and those yet more impenetrable veils with which vanit y
shrou ds our baser feelings from our own perception, shall expose
all the heights and depths, the beauty and the misery of his own
nature !

But however difficult it may be to arrive at the arcana of our
human souls, there is good hope of our gettin g glimpses of truth
by stud ying childre n,—beings not wholly sophisticated ; and
grea t joy is there in communication with those from whom occa-
sional ly burst fort h such

c Glorious gleams of heaven ly light ,
And gentle ardours from above/

as are sufficient to convince people whose intercourse with the
' worky-day world / might lead them to a belief, contrar y to the
fact , that ' man is made much lower than the angels/

Extra cts from the Mother 's Journal.
May 18.—It is the common complaint of those who would

reform abuses t hat innov ation is prod uctive of evil, and the timid
and idle prefe r the evils of abus e to those of innovat ion. How*
ever , it can never be, either as regards society or the individual,
that supine inaction is right. The sincer ely and intelligent ly de-
sirous for reform may mak e mistak es as to the way in much they
str ive to attain it. and they may produce harm instead of grood ;
but let us hope, that to intelli gence, and benevolence, and
energy, the means to the true end,—happiness,—will not for ever
remain obscure. Without this hope, I might ireU be dismayed
a* the mass of evil which opposes it self to my efforts ; and before
' can begin again to weave the bri ght tissue of my child 's Kfea
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what an entanglement have I to undo ! and this undoing, what
a delicate, difficult , and long affair it is ! Direct attacks upon the
evil seldom fai l to produce another and often a worse species of
evil than that against which one is warrin g. For instan ce,—
yesterday J. said to B. * How greedy of you, B. to take three
buns for luncheon/ The colour mounted into B.'s face, and his
pained eyes sought the ground. To-day, however, appetite was
too strong for him ; but the third bun, instead of being openly
eaten, was slily carried out of the foom, and greedily devoured in
a corner of the garden. This is all very bad. In the first place,
there is no harm in liking a bun ; nature has implanted the taste
in us. In the second place, deceit is a crime ; why engender it?
Loss of self-esteem is an incalculable evil ; why engender it?
Can you do a greater mischief to a human being than to call that
crime which is not crime ? Is it not to degrade the being ? Has
not this very plan of action brought degradation down upon
thousands and thousands of slaves, trembling before their own
misguided consciences ? When will men cease to blunder about
the f war of the flesh with the spirit/ and heed the injunction ,
*What / have sanctified that call not thou common or unclean.
Nothing is bad that is natural; if anything seem so, it is but
because other part s of the nature are undeveloped, so that one
particular portion stands out in preposterous magnitude. B. is
greedy, i. e., he is very fond of things nice to eat ; so much the
better ; he has at least one source of pleasure, and let him enjov
it so long as he can, but strive, nevertheless, to open out to him
means of higher happiness. 'Overcome evil with good ;* i. e., cul-
tivate the faculties which are deficient in strengt h until you have
brought them all into proportion. Good seems to me but another
name for proportion ; and bad, another name for excess or dispro-
portion. There is no such thing as abstract bad ; every thin g in
man s nature is good, and given for wise pu rposes. Those animal
propensities which so often disgust us in children, are t he means
through which the young being is stimulated to the acts which
continue its very existence ; and , so far fro m lamenting to observe
them in the child, let us bless God that he has annexed pleasu re
to the exerci se of all our faculties ; and, as far as in us lies, let us
endeavour to imitate him by cultivating all the faculties. Nature
has done what is needfu l as far as regards those very import ant
functions which maintain the being in animal existence ; she has
annexed to their performance so lively a pleasure, that all w
have to do is to attend to the demands of nature, and minister td
them ; but with regard to those functions which maintain the
spiritual existence the case is very different ; the cravings of natufl
are less urgent, her directions less audible ; the developement o
the mind is so dependent upon the human action upon it, as t<
have led to the false belief that the human mind is like a blanl
fheet of paper on which any thing may be written, It requirei

552 Memoranda of Observation *



deep stud y to cultiva te the mind ; whereas , for the body, we shall
do well if we only heedfully spy into nature 's wants , and never
presume to despise the indicatio ns she holds out for our guidance.
Never let us despise the physical, becau se whatever God has
arr an ged is full of beaut y and goodness ; and because the spiritual
does depend upon the physical. Let us not expect in the child
the virtues , i . e., the pleasures of the man ; each age has its own
peculiar mode of existence and of happiness ; let us not despise
those of any age ; the caterp illar that spends its life in eati ng,
and the butt erfl y tha t on. the rose 's bre ast suns its flutterin g wings
for a summer day and dies,—which of these is the best ? Let
him only answer who, surveying all creat ion, can see each being's
influence upon the whole creation.

Dec. 18.—M rs . , who is come to stay with me for a week,
said to me to-da y, ' What have you done to B. ? He is not like
the same creature. What have you done to him ?1 • Nothin g,'
I answered. ' No, no/ replied she, ' that answer will not do. I
am reall y interest ed in learnin g how in seven months so great a
change can have been wrou ght. The expression of his face is
more complacent and less animal , and he appears to have fcr-
g" otten his peevishness, disobedien ce, and cunnin g.' 'Well,* I
rejo ined, * certainl y it is not true to say that I have done nothin g,
but it is perfectl y true to say that I cannot describe to you the
process by which any particular fault has been conquered. It is
a rule very strictl y observed by me, not to tr y to crush manif esta-
tions of feelings, but to be conten t to let those f eelings right th em-
selves; and I trust for this to the general influence of the whole
of my system. I am never bette r pleased than when a fault
disappears I know not how. I then hope that it has gone natu-
rally, and that some good has taken its place in the heart instead
of some worse evil , as is but too frequentl y the case after our
active correcti ons, as we term them. ' ' Do you reall y mean now
to say,' interru pted Mrs. , * that you have never prev ented B.
from cry ing in that viole ntl y-impatient manne r which he used to
J o? ' « Certa inl y,' said I ;  ' I  never took the slightes t not ice of
his screams. It ' I did not mean him to hav e what he was crying
W, I let him cry on, without moving a muscle of my face even to
show t hat I heard him ; if, on the other hand , 1 meant him to
have what he was scream ing for , I gave it to him, alt hough he
was crying. Had I acted differentl y he would have come to the
false notion that cry ing is wron g, (instead of which, it is the too
impati ent desire that causes the crying, which is wron g,.) and he
would have come, at length , hypocriticall y to refrain from the
Kamfestation of impatient desire , in order to arrive at its
object . Of course , the only ri ght thing to do was, tirst , to behave
s® toward s him as to win back his affect ion to nae, that affection
*hich in former days was the source of his confidence in warn,
*hich confidence was in its turn the source of cheerful acqijiao
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cence in my wishes, even when he could not see their reasonabl e-
ness ; and , secondly, so to derelope his higher faculties th at he
should not be so eagerly cravin g for little thin gs.* * Ah, well,'
said Mrs. , r it is very fine , but I dare say you got man y a
headache from that system of cry ing which he used to carr y on/
I assured her that her conjecture was perfectl y right ; and heaven
fdr give me if it were pride which prevented my attemptin g to
show her the sacr ed happiness that fills my heart when I recog-
nise my boy's improvement . No, it was not pride. To enabl e
her natur e to see these secret sources of my soul's joy, would
have require d some of tha t wonderful ointment by mean s of
which the man in the fairy tale beheld the mines of gold and
silver, and precious stones, which lie in the dark bosom of the
earth.

Dec * 19.—B. came runnin g into my room to-day, sobbin g
violently, c Mamma , mamma , I don 't like to die ; all the dirt will get
in my eyes !' And thus it is that we spoil the beauti ful arran ge-
ments of Providence ! introducin g them to the childish mind
before it can tak e any but the most partial possible view of them.
B. will prob ably never lose the impression he has this daj received
from his maid ; perhaps , will never feel the charm which to me
there is in the thou ght of that gentle sleep which dissolves our
mortal body, and perha ps reposes the spirit , interveni ng between
its earthl y and heavenl y care er.

June. —€ Are yoii glad that God has made it all so beautiful /
said B. to me as I was watching the sun sinking into the waves
at B. I was speaking to no one. I was unconscious at the time
of even his presenc e, and I had never in my life pro nounced to
him the name of God, that idea being, in my opinion, one of the
many which we obtrude so disadvanta geously upon the weak
imaginat ions of children. Why not wait at least until we are
questioned as to the creation of thin gs ? The impressions of
children ar e almost always painful concernin g the Deity ; they
can unde rstand his power so much better than his goodness. As
a child, I can remember havin g a vision of an eye, blue and
glassy, and ever pursuin g rne , and th at was my idea of the Deity ;
and has told me that she used to imagine an eye looking
fixedly at her thr ough a crack in the ceiling. It is in va in to
assure children that God is good ; the y mus t have fear , because
they have not that perfect love which casts out fear ; nor can
they have perfec t love so long as they are children. Perfec t love
must be grounded upon intelli gence. Not until man has arr ived
&t the filfi knowled ge of himself, of outwar d creat ion, and of the
exquisite ada ptation of these to the creation of happiness ; not
tiiitil then, I say, can he fully comprehend the goodness of God,
dtid feel for him a perfect love. The most sublime and delicious
eittotton which I can picture to myself would be that of a young
ratm > who havin g been nurture d in some solitude, and having
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never heard the name of God, should in some moment be struck
with the fact that he did not know the true cause of any thin g.
Supposing he were to mak e some such soliloquy as this ; ' The
acorn is dro pt int o the ground , it then swells and sends its roots
downwards , and its stem upwards , and grows to a mighty tree
by mere ly assimil atin g to itself a few gases, and some moisture.
Why is this ? And why will only an oak grow from an acorn ?
Who has fixed the laws which limit these operations V He would
eagerly ask the question of him who had educated him, and
whose wise care and instructions had enabled him to feel intense ly
and understand scientifical ly the beaut y and harmony of his own
nature, and of the external universe . With the deep calm of in-
ten se emotion he would reply to his pupil's questio n, 'God/
' And who is God ?' c The Father of Nat ure ; he whose will
created all those forms which charmed your childish eye, and
established those laws which keep all thin gs in eternal order /
Oh that moment ! It would give soul to matter , design to crea-
tion, hope,, and joy, and peace, and love unspe ak able to the
being who then would hear for the first time the blessed sound ,
' Heavenl y Fathe r .' Surel y such a question would occur to every
mind \em free from all human influence on the subjec t, save that
of being initiated into the science of Nature . And how would it
come ? As I hav e said* throu gh the Reason ! Thro ugh the mind
perceiving that it knew only effect, not cause !

One thin g which strikes me in B.'s rema rk is, the powerful
effect of countenance upon the child. Indeed , I th ink tha t the
stro ngest effects prod uced in us are caused by things actin g in-
cessantl y upon us, and silentl y, and slowly, and imperceptibl y ;
that as the physical constitution is in great measu re formed by
the atmos phere in which th e being lives, so is the mental consti-
tuti on affected by the secret workin gs of that mora l atmos pher e
made by the beings who surround us. Looks, tones , habits , those
man ifestations of our selves called ways, are far more influencin g
than words or direct lessons. How needful is it, there fore, that
none but pure , and loft y, an d loving crea tures , shoul d have the
care of childhood. B. is peculiarl y susceptible of this sort of in-
fluence. To-da y, . came here ; t he very sight of her seems to
irr itate him , and put him in a resistfu l state ; she is just one of
those people whose restless nature proclaims a sort of want of
ease in all about her . Certainl y, there are some who walk the
ear t h, like the fabled goddess of old , sur rounded by loves and
da ncing graces , and ot hers whose heads are wrea t hed , like Me-
dusa 's, wit h hissing snakes , and to look on whose countenance is
to feel one 's heart turn to stony coldness .

Ju ly ,  1821 .—B. is very fond of doin g what he calls his journ al ,
that is, repeat ing to me at night the deeds of the day . 1 find it
°f incalcu lable use . I learn therefrom the impression which thin gs
hare made upon him ; those impressions are stren gthened and
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made manifest to himself by the act of speakin g them out to me,
and I am enabled to help him to compare himself with himself,
and to point him to further exertions. To-ni ght he and S. were
playing in the garden , and he wheeled S. in his wheelb arr ow.
S. then tried to wheel him, but could not , whereupon J. began to
scoff at S. * Never mind, S.,' said B.; ' once, do you know, I
could not wheel this barrow full of cones ; and , I dare say, next
year you will be able to w heel me, and I shall be able to wheel
the gardener 's barrow full of weeds and rubbish ; don't you think
we shal l, mamma? ' This little speech was delicious to me ; it was
just what I wished or expected to see ; his habit of self-observa -
tion had tau ght him the improvabilit y of human beings, and so
far from exulting in the superiorit y the moment gave him over S.,
he was sobere d by the reflection , that as yet he could not man age
the gardene r's wheelbarro w. Teach the being to be emulous of
himself, and he will never be the victi m of emulation of others ,
but will for ever be strai ning after perfection. I never say to B.
'You do so and so better or worse than C. or E., but always, 'Can
you manage so and so better than you did a month ago?' ' How
long has it taken you,' or ' how long do you think it will take you
to learn so and so?' The fact i3, that he scarcel y ever thinks of
comparin g himself with others ; but he seldom closes his eyea
without schemin g for the morrow the perfect ing of to-da y's enter -
prise, or undertakin g some new work which to-da y's labours have
suggested . So we are slowly and pleasantl y climbin g the lad der,
step by step, without notin g who is above or who is beneath us.
Give ' the love of excellence,* and ' the love of excelling-' will never
sprin g up and shadow the heart.

June .—* How sweetly the birds sing/ said C. c do they sing on
Sunda y V What a quantit y of false notion must have been in-
culcated to produce such a question , Jo y and sweetness were , in
her idea, far removed from the Sunda y. To my thinkin g, A. 's
feeling was perfect. When eight year s old, he proposed that he
and his brothers and sisters should do the work of the house, in
order to allow the servants that rest , leisure , and pleasure , which,
he observed , they had not on the week day. His proposal was
accepted , and nothin g could be more beautifu l than to see the
zeal with which the children carri ed out the plan , and the sincere
pleasure that they felt in hearin g from the serv ants on Monday
mornin g the histor y of their visits to some beautiful spot or other
in the neighbourhood , or to their friends . This was, indeed, to
keep holy tne Sabbath day.

&ep t.—' Do not eat any more plums, C, they will make you ill.'
' Welv said she, half-l aughing, ' all nice thi ngs are bad for us; I
don't know how that is.' This was the feeling of six year s old,
what will that of sixty be on this subject ?

Nov.—-I have invari ably observed in children a taste for imi-
tating the occupations of men. As babies almost, they have
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dinner and tea parties ; girl s have dolls, and boys drive carria ges
ingeniously constructed of chai rs ; the carpe nter , the glazier , the
blacksmith 's forge, what a charm these all hav e for children ! ancj
then, what book delights them so much as Robinson Cru soe ?
B. has made me read to him the family Robinson over and over
and over again, and he is ever wishing for a desert island * If my
observation on this point be correct , and if my theor y be correct ,
viz. that the individual should pass throu gh prett y nearl y the
same trainin g as the species has done, the as-yet-undiscover ed
way of naturall y  developing the powers may be this, of lettin g
the child, in so far as it can, supply its own wants. There are
many of the ar ts of life so simple as to lie within the reac h of the
child 's comprehension and execution. In almost all of them he
might help a littl e, and this experience under intelli gent
guidance would not only give a quickness and truth of appre -
hension and sight, and a full developement to the physical powers,
but a lar ge fund of knowledge and science might be tau ght far
more reall y and pleasantl y than throu gh books. For instan ce,
X. has a remark able talent for mechanics , and I am sure might
be led to a discovery of the principles of that science, if he were
afforded opportunit y of seeing machinery , and his mind awaken ed
by intelli gent questions. Perha ps in a hap pier state of the world,
when machiner y will have taken the place of manual labour , the
provision of the wants of the whole communit y may be intrust ed
to child ren. This will be morall y good for them ; for under the
present system of thin gs they are too apt to fancy themselves born
for nothin g, but to be worked hard for by a whole train of ser-
vants, governesses , masters , and relations. Every thing depends
upon the way in which a system is administered ; but I do think ,
that under good man agement , provi din g certain of the necessaries
of life, would be found an unfailin g object for ener gy, intelligence,
and kindnes s to exercise themselves upon. It is, however, so
necessary that the child should be traine d to habits of applica-
tion, and should be accustomed to feel responsib le for his actions ,
that I shoul d require a perfect and regular perfo rm ance of that
which he undertook to do. I have no doubt that , properly
managed, nothin g like enforcement would be necessar y ; but
should it prove so in any case, I believe there would be less harm,
less dullin g of the spiri t in requirin g the accomplishment of an
end which the child und erstoo d, by means which he under stood,
than in demandin g of him the transl ation of one hundre d lines of
Homer or Vir gil, or the repetition of a cert ain number of pages
of Keit h's Geogra phy. Are Vir gil, Homer, and Keith then to be
foreswor n ? No—there 's the beaut y of it—a time will come when
hook learnin g will be eagerly sought for. Distant climes, distan t
People, by-gone ages wil l have an intense interest for the being
enter ingj upon manhood—the mistake is in introducin g tfaese
tilings before they can be comprehended—the world that sur*
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rounds him, the wants that he feels, the sensations and emotions
of his own nature —the *e are the firs t objects of the child's att en -
tion, and thorou ghly to underst and them is to be well prepar ed
to study the past , and to work for the future.

I will tr y to find employment daily for B, that shall act bene -
ficiall y upon others —his learnin g shall not be systematic or gained
from books, or have reference to that which he does not feel the
use of knowin g-—it will be enough if I can but help him on in
the path wherein he would go. I will let him point out that path.
I will endea vour to answer nis questions, (a difficult matter ,) and
his own eyes and judgment, assisted by the intelligence and
goodness of those about him, shall be his inst ructors .

May, 1822.—* This is my birth-da y—let us have a cake/ said
H. to-d ay. I had no idea of connectin g the idea of feastin g with
that of a birth -day. I proposed that the usu al supper should be
carried out into the wood. The children raised a turf thron e for
H. and strewed the place where we were to sit with bri ght flowers
and fra grant fern s,, and whilst the rays of the settin g sun gilded
the silver bark of the birches * M/s guitar sung him to his golden
rest. It was a beautiful scene, and touchi ng*. A dance con-
cluded the evening's amusements . H. was the last to retire to
rest , and when we were alone I said to him, ' We have been very
happy, dear H., and have rejoiced that it is your birth-day—
why should we do so ? The angels sung when Christ was bor n ,
and men should sin^r when such men as Howard and Washin g-
ton are born / He understood my inuendo , and said, ' That
was a foolish speech of mine about the cake ; to be sure the best
way of celebratin g one's birth-da y is to give as much happ iness
as one can on that day.' ' Wh y on that day more tha n all
others ? ' I answered. • It is a bad thin g to mar k out particula r
days for the performance of duties which it is required of us to
perform every moment of our lives. Perha ps, on this very ac-
count , no institutio n has done more harm than the institution of
the Sabbath as a religious day ;* as if religion were not the
delight and dut y of every moment of existence. Tr ust me,
dearest , the best celebra tion of your birth-da y will be that which
loving heart s will make each time that you confer a benefit. '

* * * * * *
It would be inte resting to discover the rules which govern

children's apprehensi on of poetr y. In general , that wh ich they
cannot unde rsta nd , charms mofe than that which is within thei r
comprehension . I th ink I hav e observed that it is sound whic h
chiefly pleases them ; after that , pat hos, th en horro r, and the n
humour. like better than any other poetr y Tennyson's
• New Year 's Eve/—then , one of the Irish Melodies , viz. , The
Minstrel Boy to the War is gone,'—after that , ' Chevy Chase/—

? ttit ou* eurm ponatat »HwUl ta jgjaia tenure t«4, it may b# obaerwxJ, that the
oolf teactlAtst tai of tU IfebbMh cotftotoJkvd & tfae Bibfc i» u & 4>j of **"•
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and, last of all, the uflt ial nxif ndrj dbggreU. I retnemher mhen I
was nine yean old, by chahce , tending Cbtt inVs Ode to the Vam~
sions, and burstin g out ferying with exquisite sensati on when I
came to that line-*-

4 And Hope , enchanted , smiled and waved her golden ha i r. '
It is, in truth , very beautifu l, taken in connexion with that which
precedes.

Some childre n are very poetical . B., when font years old,
while walking in the wood at , wished to gather some flowers
for his mamma , who wasr going away. ' There is no time now,'
said some one whd was present , ' but you can send her a nosegay
in a few days/ ' They will han g thei r heads/ said he, ' when
mamma goes—they will cry—they will all wither and wast e away/
One evening, while watchin g the sunset, he said, ' The sun sinks
behind the deep hills/ When four years old he would amuse
himself, for hours , by drawin g lines, and makin g stories about
these lines,, e. </. , ' H ere is a steam-boat , and here is a little boat
and it goes wave, wave, wave/ But there is no good thing on
this eart h which may not be perverted (by excess) into bad , B/s
imagination often leads him into untruth. When three years old
he said> so very gravel y, that had you only looked at his counte-
nan ce, and not heard his word s, you would have felt sure he be-
lieved the truth of what he was speakin g. ' Do you know, just
now I saw a pig walkin g along the road with a bonnet on/

Every day, about this tirrie, the habit of telling mar vellous
falsities grew tipon him . My feeling was, that he did not wish to
deceive ; the images passed throu gh his mind , and he wished to
communi cate them, and knew not yet how to do so but by saying,
'1 saw,' ' There was/ and the like forms of expression. How-
ever, had he mean t to cheat , it id a fearfu l thin g to begin with a
child upon the subject of untruth , and the plan we pursued from
the beginning was not to t ake the slightest notice of these effusions.
To lau gh at them would have been fat al, to frown on them
scarcel y less so; therefore there was no other course left than to
remain deaf to them . Tempted on by his imaginat ion, he still
tells stories of this kind ; but surel y these stories are of a very
different nature from those which are uttered in order to screen
the teller from punishment . One cannot be too carefu l not to
tempt childre n to tell falsehoods, especially if t hey are of a timid
nature . Cow ardice is the mother of all the v ices, and her first -
born is, Ly ing. The falsehoods of children are the fatal con-
fluences of our foolishly expecting from them feelings not suited
to t heir age. Rous seau was nearl y righ t when he said that the
a?t of educati on Was to lose time, fi is indeed so to contrive
tfoi t no v irtile $ whic h ne hfcs not shal l bf circumstances be re-
quired of thfc child ; it is to keep him Jn that simplicity of circum -
stances itt tvhtch duty , and perception of duty, mid will, and
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po\* er harmonize. Now, how can we expect the child (short-
sighted being, and living almost entirel y through his senses) to
compr ehend the majestic beaut y of truth ? Is it not one of the
last thin gs that the rational being begins to lear n ? Is not the love
of tru th that love which grows with our growth , and stren gthens
with our stren gth / Is not the man who has gone the neare st to
the per fect worsh ip of truth the one who has gone the nearest to
perfection ? When one considers how difficult it is for the full-
facultied man to see, much more to follow after the truth , it will
appear how almost impossible it is for the child to do either. I
never shal l forget hearin g a West India planter defend the slave-
trade one mornin g at breakfast . Durin g the discussion his little
boy had stolen away several pieces of sugar from the sugar-basi n,
and denied the fact , and was punished for the untruth . The
father did not perceive that both he and his son had equally, in
their desire of self-gratific ation, lost sight of the truth .

* * * * * *
Obstinacy .—Oh, to what battles have I been witness ! There

was X. shut up for weeks and darkl y looked on, until he sunk
into a frightful sort of stupor, because he would not, in countin g,
say * 20,' but always ' 19, 21/ There was in bed for three
weeks, because he would not say a letter ; and C. severe ly whipped
to mak e her say a word which she met with in read ing, and would
not pronounce . Nothin g fosters obstinac y like contention. It
has been said, and there may be some truth in the idea., that it is
right to do battle once with an obstinate child , and by gainin g it,
make him aware of his habit, and also convince him of his power
and yours to conquer it. I scarcel y know ; it is very questionable
whether these victories do not leave behind them a resentfulne ss
and soreness which it takes years to efface. However this may
be with regard to habits alread y formed , cert ain it is, that one
should tr y to prev ent the formation of the habit , a thing only to
be done* by anal yzing the feeling. What is obstinac y but the
resistance to a supposed inj ur y ? Is there any other cure (or it
than a conviction in the child of the lovingness and good sense of
its conductor ? Is that conviction likely to be wr ought by t he
tortu res by which people usuall y seek to conquer a fit of obstinacy ?
Would obsti nacy ever sprin g up under an inte lligent guida nce ?
Must it not hav e been engendere jd by a loss of confidence caused
by a quantit y of useless requisition on the part of the educat or ?
Here again comes in that princi ple of act ion which meets us at
every turn , viz., to patientl y wait t ill experience shall h ave tuto red
the will. No one will obstinatel y res ist that which he sees to be
his good ; it is for this seeing that the parent must be conten t so
oft en to wait. Too great care canno t be taken likewise th at we do not
call that obstinac y which is often stupidity on the one hand, or
firmnes s of princi ple on the other. A remarkab le instan ce of the
Utter is the case of ¦¦ ... , who, when four years old, was desired
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by her father to carr y up stairs to a visitor same of his clothes,
which had been sent down to be brushed . Somehow or othe r
th is child had got it into her head th at there was indelicac y in
doing this ; and her resent ment against her father for requirin g
th is degradation ot her was most stran gely st ron g and bitter.
Indeed her grief that her father should desire her to do a wron g
th ing was so much the deepest feeling she had , that , at this dis-
tance of time, it is the only one which remains ; it has so entirel y
overpowere d the feeling which she must have had according to
the result of the contest , th at she even forgets what the result
was. It is most probable she was conquered ; and it is very
cert ain th at she was severel y and long punished durin g her re-
sistance. To be very care ful not to tax a child unjustly wit h
obstinacy , to be very car eful not to engender it by ill-advised
demands , and to be content , when it exists, to let it melt away
gradual ly under the influence of growin g affection and sympathy ;
such should be the course adopted towards the obstinate . Nor
should one ever lose sight of the fact , that all wron g is but excess
of good, and that that which, under the name of obstinac y, looks
so hideou s, sprin gs from the very princi ple of our nature , which ,
well directed , we should all venerat e under a thousand lovely
shapes, such as fi rmness , fortitude , liberty, decision , &c« &c.

A LONDON SUNDAY.

A London Sunday * 501

C.

Sund ay, if Sir Andrew Agnew would let him alone , is a sober ,
decent , well-behave d day enough: I have my doubts whether
Mon day would dare to show his face before him, and invite a
comparison between them. Even Saturda y, who prides himsel f
on his exceeding cleanliness—his rubbin gs and scrubbin gs, his
domestic providence , his marketin gs, his carr ying home t his, and
ord erin g home the other , &c. &c. mi ght ' hide his diminished
head * in his presence . Frida y is, we k now, superstitious , absti-
nen t from meat , and addicted to salt fish ajad thirst , which in-
duces him to go too often to the ale-barr el, and sends him to bed
not quite so sober as he shou ld be—so that what he saves of sin
in meat he loses in sin in malt ; Th ursday is of prett y indiffe rent
char act er ; Wednesda y intolerant also of beef and mutton ; and
Tuesday is notor iously employed in puttin g such thin gs to ri ghts
^Mon day in his dissipat ion thre w int o disorder ,—in hold ing- up
his sick head ,—and in makin g mutton-broth for his queasy, de-
bau ched stomach. Do not , t hen , dear , decent Sunda y, be per-
sua ded 1o think yoursel f worse than you are ; but show your
cheer ful , shinin g face, and thou gh a million of Agnews speak ill
°f you , and char ge you with this and that , heed t hem * not a jot,'
W put on your best ' bib and tucke r,' as usual ; go to church in
the mornin g, as ditto}—in the aftern oon, too, if you like to do so;



but don 't be persuaded from takin g your evening stroll out of
town—your musing, meditati ve saunter throu gh the serene green
fields of the suburbs —your ale, biscuits , and shrim ps, or br andy
and wate r * cold without *—your t ran quil pipe and dool arb our -
seat—your chat on politics or other matte rs with the intelligent
old gent leman who ' hopes he doem't intrude himself into your
compan y ;'—do not be persuade d from these innocent enjoyments
though legions of solemn, serious Andrews cross your pat h,, and
stri ve to make you believe the merr y Andrews are your wor st
fri ends and most sinful companions. Mind them not , out delight,
as was your wont , in beholdin g the careless , innocent littl e men
and little women, who are to be the fathers and mothers of your
gran dchildren , rom ping and rollin g over the lawn which makes
green the * trim garden ' where you ' tak e your pleasure .' Ad-
mire , as you must do, that little girl with double -stalked cherri es
hanging from either ear , and bobbin g against either cheek, as
round and beautifu l with Nature 's own * white and red .' Laugh,
if you like, at that humor ous urchin who, like a youn g bacchana l,
has pur pled his nose and cheeks with juice of a black-heart
cherr y. Or turn your eyes upon th at happy grou p busily blow-
ing- up gooseberr y-skins, and exploding them , on the back s of
the ir hands . Regard , like the reflective moralist you are , tha t
brea thless boy chasin g the golden-win ged butterfl y, dod ging it
in and out as it doubles and turns , till at last , wit h exultin g wing,
it mounts aloft ; and now he stan ds weeping for what, thou gh
beautifu l, is wor thless. Listen—they will not think you an
eave 's-dro pper for your curiosit y—listen to the proud and de-
lighted mothers of those little ones descantin g on the severa l
merit s of the members of their domestic flocks—recountin g their
hopes and fears , their pains and pleasures. If angels ever look
down upon this world with affection , it is when the love of a
mother dwells upon her childre n—tre mbles on her ton gue, speaks
in her eyes, and year ns in her ' heart of hearts .' Sucii sights as
the se may be seen in humble places, where the proud and the
fastidious would fear to enter ; indul ge in them , dear Sunda y, you
who are a cosmopolite , and not so particular a fellow as you are
thought and many wish you to be. Sermons are to be hear d
even in a tea- garden—or , if not heard , may be read ; and the eye
needs its lessons as well as the ear.

A London Sunday is not what it w as. Any one who remem-
bers London thirt y years ago must see,, and , if candi d, will
ack nowled ge that the external decencies of life are now more
general—that there is more self-restr aint—less drunkenne ss, r iot ,
and deba ucher y, thou gh perha ps as much comparative poverty
as ever , even amon g the most unenlightened classes—in the lowest
and humblest neighbourh oods. Thirt y years since, such a lively
locality &s pru ry-lane was, on q Sunda y, frojn day-bve ak till long
after dark , one carniv al of reveh ry, from the sotitn end of it even
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tto the north end thereof : for ijr ho was to put it down in those
i days ? The two or thre e paris h beadles and ' constables servin g
i in their own right ' could not take up the five or six hundred
reeling or wallowin g swine of a swinish ly-inclined multitude ; and
as for the Bow-street offi cers,, they were bette r employed than in
picking up the ' dirt y spalpeens ' who were sprawlin g in the gut-
ter, and soaked inside and out with puddle-water and ' Hod ges's
best .' Besides, Pat would have thou ght it mighty hard , after
runnin g up and down perpendicula r ladders durin g six days, to
be debarred from an hour or two's ( horizontal refreshment ' on
Sunda y. It was, no doubt , very shockin g to witness such scenes :
they are past ; and it is somethin g to have lived long enough to
see that they are no more—thanks to a better know ledge among
the many, and a better police where the few are still inclined to
indu lge in the old familiar vices.

But Dru ry-lane had not all the indecorous to itself : ot her low
neighbourhoods disgorged their dirt y and debauched , who carried
their depr avities out of town with them, instead of exhibitin g them
in the stre ets ; and accordin gly the roads and the fields in the
suburbs were covered with born black gua rds , some leadin g home
bull-do gs, bitt en, torn , man gled, and bleedin g, who had had thei r
bellies-full of fightin g—others going to more distant fightin g-
places. Dustmen , coster-mon gers, dra ymen, coal- heavers with
thei r beard s newly mowed, but the upper part s of their faces still
covered with an incrust ation of coal-dust ,—hackneymen, butche rs '
men and boys,—in short , all the lower and wors t classes of Lon-
don, seemed smitten with a sort of tar antul a dance , and toe- and -
heeled it out of town . The green suburbs were reached sooner
in those days, before London had outgrown itself; and to these
invitin g spots accordin gly such motley groups as we have named
bent their steps, not always of the steadiest. In one corner of a
cow-pasture you beheld a grou p engaged at pitch and hustle ; in
anot her a pitched battle was going on for seven shillings a side,
or a leg of mutton and trimmin gs. Now and then you might
bear some respectable-lookin g person exclaim—' Zounds, I 've
lost my watch !*—f No/ cried a hundred voices,— ( It vozn't
wallible, voz it V € Yes, worth ten guineas ,' groaned the bereaved
of Tornpion . A shout of laughter told him how much they pitied
him. Shortl y afterwards , perha ps, another respectable found that
he had lost his purse with twent y guineas in it: whereu pon louder
roars of laughter shook the welkin , these fellows havin g a pecu-
liar rel ish for such happy strokes of practical humour. If the
loser could be restored to good-hu mour by the good-hum our of
the black guards about him, he lacked not such consolexnent : he
was told that money general ly chan ged ha nds at a fight; and
was ad vised to offer thir ty pounds reward , and he would be sure to
get his twenty again, &c. &c. If the field had a pond in it, a
wick-hunt wts exciting shrie ks of crue l laughter ; or perha ps a
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cat of superhuma n powers was supposed to be in the act of draw-
ing- some full- grown fool from one side of the pond to the other
for a wager—he being placed blindfold with his back to the
water , the rope which dre w him throu gh, thou gh fast ened to the
cat , was pulled by the knowin g ones on the opposite side ; and
yet, th ough the t rick was so manifest , sufficient flat s wer e to be
found who would go throu gh this orde al, acknowled ge the won-
derful stren gth of cats , and pay their forfeits like well-juggled
fools. In some by-road , or broad , level pathwa y throu gh ano-
the r field , you might observe a mechanic engaged in what appears
an easy but is a difficult wager ,—picking up a hundred stones
placed at measured intervals apart , and depositing them in a
basket at the end of the line . The usual time allowed for this
perform ance is forty minutes , and the distance run six miles . If
he went on as if he would win, the bets of the by-standers rose
enthusiastica lly from pots of beer to pots of ale : if he appeared
to be losing wind, strength, and speed, and looked distr essed, pints
were offered , but ' no tak ers . But if he won, up went my man
on the shoulders of two of the lustiest of his admi rers ; and so he
was borne off the field to the fi rst public-house , no hero at an
Olympic game more petted and proud ., though he lacked a Pind ar
to sing his praise. In some other green corner , not far away, a
field-preac her was holding forth to a much smaller audience than
the ducks or the cats drew together. There was one itinerant
preacher , however , who brou ght out thousands to the fi elds to
hear him—a Mr. Cooper, of the Lad y Huntin gdon connexion—
a young and eloquent man, who had a great reput ation in that
day ; but when he left the hed ge-row for the pulpit, sunk into a
mediocre man . But even he, with all his populari ty, could not
escape the Sunda y black guards , who not unfre quentl y inter posed
a dead cat, or ' some such small deer ,1 between two pious period s,
—a favourite mode of expressin g their dissent from Dissenters , in
that day. Still deeper in the fields, you might observe a more
ord erly sort of mechanics , with a taste for bird-fan cying, lying
among the rich clover , with linnets , goldfinches , and other sing-
ing-birds , placed in small , backed cages at due distances apart
from each other , and answer ing to the bi rds at libert y about
them : meanwhile much learn ed descan t upon the vocal powers
of their feathered favourites filled up the pauses in their occasional
song. This was harmless enough— a simple taste and pleasure
which we should be glad again to see as common as it was then.
Men who hav e a fondness for animal s are never either drunk en or
depraved ; and are generall y as good fat hers a9 they are fanciers.

These were some of the scenes of a London Sund ay mor ning—
thirt y year * ago. London is now, thank s to whatever has made
it bo, a better-b ehaved cil y, with bette r-beh aved citizens, enter-
ta ining more winheg to be decent , and stru ggling more for the
decencies than did their working fathers . Despite of the con-
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iinual cry about povert y, there is more apparent comfor t, smart *
ness, nay even elegance , to be observed among the population
which swarm s along the roads leading out of town on Sunda ys
lhan our grandfathers dreamt of, or the grumblers of our day
will acknowled ge. That there is povert y, no one can deny ; but
tlha t it bears any sort of compari son with the real increase in
Eomforts of the workin g classes we do most advisedl y deny.
IThousands of workin g men now wear such clothes as the gentl e-
men of the last centur y thoug ht i the outward and visible sign*
»f wealth and fashion : with this superiorit y in dress, there is also
a superiorit y in the carria ge, conversation , and taste s of these
[men : they patronize amusements , and visit such places, and mix
up and blend harmoniousl y with such society, as men of the same
rank in the seventeenth centur y would have thou ght a man mad
if he had said they would cultivate and enjoy. Our peri odical
literature , which once depended upon gentlemen for its support ,
Ls now princi pally upheld by workin g-men in thei r read ing-rooms
and book- societies, &c. (As a proof of this, a popular newspaper ,
which we will not name, having advocated certain opinions ini-
mical to the workin g interests , immediatel y fell two thousan d in
its dai ly sale. ) Man y of the essayists in our best magazines are
workin g-men ; three of our most popular dram atic authors —(one
of them certainl y second in genius to none who write for the
stage)—and several of our most favourite actors—we re mechanics.
Pictur e-rooms and galleries for sculpture abound also with the
works of these men :—

* Whence came the strengt h ?
How was it nurtured to sucli bursti ng forth V

Knowled ge will account for it all. May it increase and mul-
tiply yet a thousand -fold ! There is still * ample room and ver ge
enough' for more .

But we have to descri be the marc h of Sunda y out of town, and
not the march of intellect. If it happens to be a fine day, the
whole population is on the move ; and not only is everythin g ani-
nat e in motion, but everythin g capable of being wheeled, pro-
filed, paddled , oared , or skulled, is in motion also. Infinite is the
^reparation —indefinite the enjoyments—indeterminate how and
n what way the * day of rest * shall be most industriousl y occu-
wed with toili ng pleasure . * It is a day of rest ,' agree ten
housand John Smiths like one ; and accordin gly ten thou sand
fohn Smiths tak e twenty different roads out of town to eojoy
heniselves, the juniors drawin g their little brothers and sisters in
:hildrc n 's chaises , trucks, &c.—a labou r of love which makes
Aem very hot but excessively happy. Moore considera te senior
Smiths spar e their heirs- app areut , and harness the thousands of
pompeya and Pinchers-—the dog-population of t his tow n—to
wilar vehicles ; and if their impatience to set olf with their living
K*ds argues thei r love of the employment, they are happy Ukk
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The ward is given to start , and away t hey go, barkin g and snuf-
fling with delight , and wagging those pendulums of pleasu re their
tails, in the most satisfa ctor y manner possible to those who sympa-
thize with dumb animals : for I hold this to be an indisputa ble
maxim in morals ,—if a dog wags his tail he is not unhappy .
The Mrs . Smiths follow in the wake, each one bearin g a basket
full to the cover with cold lamb, lettuces , bread , salt , small
knives, and napkins, for a camp dinner in Copenh agen fields, ot
other lik e green invitin g locality. But not only the Smiths , but
the Joneses , Wilsons, Williamses, Thompsons, Johnsons , and
J acksons— (and these prett y nearl y embrace the whole Lond on
family of Man )—are migrator y too ;—an univers al dispersion,
which purifies and peacifies the town for one day, and leaves the
few who worshi p in temples to pursue their pious work in quiet-
ness. Those who leave off Lond on once a week in boat s, glass-
coaches , chaises , and cabs, were off the stones earlier in the day,
and are , by church-time , heaven only knows where : they are
where they wish to be, and th at is happiness for them. Here and
there you meet with a pensive, solitar y stroller , stepping field-
ward too—a bachelor , perha ps, on his way to an appointment
with one of the Miss Smiths : if he has a white waistcoat , and dusts
his boots every half mile, he is doomed to dine out somewhere .

About two o'clock a second migration takes place ; and what
would be considered a lar ge population for any city but London
swarms and again disperses several ly. Sticks by thousands now
walk out of town with pri m persons who keep very close beside
the m, and pat and encoura ge them in their effort s at locomotion.
Can es also may be seen everywhere picking their path in the most
genteel and jaunt y man ner possible : if gold or silver headed , they
every now and then stroke down whiske rs, ta p at the teeth of
thei r companions if very white and regular , beat a taptoo on the
brims of hats , or alarm pug dogs of delicate nerves with possible
ra ps. Other dogs, not so timid, because they have a confiden ce
in their powers , and powers not to be trifled with , enjoy them -
selves this day. Blucher , who draw s a truck durin g the wor king-
days, walks out with ' young master / and real ly conduc ts him-
self in the most decorou s manner—h as a disengaged air— looks
degagd and genteel—and if he does shake a cat in iiis way out of
town, he does it in the playfullest possible spiri t—quite like an
amateur. Indeed , there seems to be a general amenity ami
amiability among all ranks on this day . Excessive are the at-
tentions of young gentlemen to young ladies gettin g over impos-
sible stiles, who look beautifull y thankful to those very polite,
disinter ested young persons. The dand y soil of habe rdashers
put on their Sunda y stru t with their new boots, and walk as they
da not wal k durin g business-da ys. Young milliners , array ed in
aU thei r glory, look as hand some and as high as their wealthy
•upleytrs—forget thei r fagging, and up-all-night work , aad
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spread the new fashion amon g the unfashionable , who get thei r
knowledge of what is modish by their observati on of what passes
about them. As for the tailor 's apprentice , ambitiou s of some
day being a master himself , and sublimate d by the scientific
glories of a Stultz , he, dream y youth , spends the entire day at
the West End in criticisms on coats , waistcoats , and trowsers . If
he turn s his head once to look after passin g pairs of pantal oons,
he twists it a thousand times . If the re is a fault in coat or
coatee he detects it with the malignanc y of a Dennis in litera -
ture ; a beauty in cut or execution, on the contr ary, lifts him
into the third heaven of a tailor 's ra pture , pacifies hid bile, and
sends him home at night full of the gaie science. Simpson, a
smart ish sort of clerk enough, havin g but one coat , is unn eces-
sarily suspicious of it, and is oppressed with dread that thou gh it
is ' the thin g' on Monda ys, there is a cert ain somethin g of the
seedy and seventy pounds p er annum about it on Sunda ys, and,
whenever he can do it unobser ved, he keeps damping the whit e-
worn elbow, and t ries to console himself with a couplet from a
modern poet ;—

' All pride is littleness—but very low
The pride which unpaid tailors can bestow ;'—

but it won't do. As if to mortif y him, whom does he meet but
Sam, the porter ' of our house/ who eyes him from top to toe as
thou gh he recognised the suit more than the Simpson, which is
parti cularl y spiteful in Sam ; and Simpson, if he regards Sam's
new superfine with somethin g like envy, wonders how he can
afford it ;—a suspicion too, perha ps, crosses his mind, but he
charit ably hopes that Sam does not mak e improper perquisites,
and walk s on. To add to his misgivings, who but his junio*
broth er clerk, Alfred Augustus Atk inson , dashes by in a gig with *chestnut and a lady in a pink bonnet and chinchill a tippet ;
and said Augustus deigns to give him only two inches of nod,
and no more . Simpson wonders still more how he does it; but
just as his temper darkens , the two Miss Dobbses, the handsome
dau ghter s of Deputy Dobbs , who reside opposite his countin g-
house, meet him, know him, smile, incline thei r heads , and paas
on. His heart and his eyes bri ghten , his coat is not shabb y, or
not remark able, he holds up his head , damps his elbow no more ;
Sam is honest enough no doubt ; and as for Augustus Atkinson, he
perha ps has good friends who supp ly his extrava gancies.

There is but one visibly unha ppy being in the streets ,**—th#
doctor 's boy carr y ing a basket of pills and potions :-*-he, poor
fellow, looks indesc ribable envy at other errand- boys enjoying
themselves at pitch in the hole, * like gentlemen ; * wonders liofr
°ld people can be so perverse as to be ill on Sunda y* ; *nti
wishes n<yw he had taken the place at the grocer 's, though k w*i
sixpence less per week. All the other boys enjoy themselv es M
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if ther e was not a sorrow in the world. Some, with bare legs and
the ir corduro ys tucked up, are wad ing in a duck-weeded pond, or
are play ing at c splash me, splash you; '—others are shri eking
out at imaginar y ' toe-b iters ; '—and Simon , who is shiveri ng
with fear on the bank , havin g imperfect notions of sharks and
such monsters , and where they abide, wonders at the coura ge of
his brother J ack , in the water up to his knees. II Medico look s a
moment at them—looks at his brown sleeve turned up with rhu-
barb- coloured cuffs—look s at his basket , and again at the boys,
and turns away, his he art as heavy as his master 's mortar , and
somethin g workin g in it like its pestle .

Sunday is the boys' saturnali a. Even the church yard 's melan-
choly ground is all alive and leaping with juvenile mirth and
enjoyment. A chubb y cherub surmountin g a tombstone is sur -
mounted by Sam Stubbs , and seems to look from between his
legs with a marble stare of astonishment at Sam's profan e impu-
dence. A lar ge flat stone is being system aticall y hop-scotched
by Tommy and Harr y. Will, who is that precocious young
monste r, a boy-wag, is sedulously employed on another in a
chalk-renderin g of * Hie jacet ' int o 'H is j acket ;' but just as he
put s the strok e to the final letter , he gets one on his jerkin from
the cane of his Sund ay-school teacher . wher eupon all the boys
belonging to the same school run away, and hide themse lves;
but those who belong to another school stand their ground and( don 't care for him/ As soon as the back of the Sunda y monitor
is turned , ' the sylvan boys' again peep out from all corners ;
' bro wn Exercise rejoices to hear ' that he is gone ; and c Sport
leaps up,' and tumbles a summerset over a footstone in exuberant
O-be-joyful-ness ! The bell sound s for afternoon service , and the
half-dozen poor old women, who have been waitin g till the
church-doors were opened, hippie in, leanin g on their shor t
sticks, select their seat s, for which th ey have come so earl y, and
the n, with pr oper atten tion to their infirmi ties , lower themselve s
gra dual ly into them , give a short groa n of pain , smooth their
white aprons , adjust the ir venerable gowns, and resign themselves
to piety and a prepa rator y nod. The boys, but now so frolicsome
and irreverent , follow them , doff the ir caps, bow awkwardl y, rub
down their reekin g hair , and walk orderl y to thei r seats, like the
best-behaved youngsters in the parish ; but the beadle knows
them, cuddles his cane, and has a sly eye upon them . After
them , the young lad ies from the neighbourin g seminaries , nicely
dressed and decorous , enter ' in order due/ from fifteen down to
fi ve years of age—"fi ne by degrees and beautifull y less ;'—t hen,
the clerk , in ail his da rk-suito d dignity ; then the curat e, less
important ; then the recto r, and the recto r's lady ; the respectab les
of the paris h by families ; their maids and coachm en, by ones and
twos ; and , lastl y, omnea . The bell is silent , and the service
begins.
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And now the streets and roads are peopled with a new swarm
—tho se who hav e dined earl y at home th at t hey may have a
long afternoon abroad . Fathers , mothers , and their children ,
orra ncl fathers and gra ndmothers , the toddlin g and the totte ring
—all are on the move for the outskirts of the town— all pantin g
to enj oy agai n their seventh day's sight of the green fields .
Some few, who have no taste for such j auntin gs, linger about
t heir homes ; and every post at the corner of every tho-
rou ghfare has its companion , who eit her lean s over it in idle
reverie, or against it with a sense of shoulder ease and indolence ,
and observes what is wagging in the world - Such coachmen ,
grooms, and footmen , as hav e nothin g else to do, stand about
wit h their hand s in indifferent pockets—the first which come to
hand ;—th e maids pop out for a few minute s at different doors—
glance up and down—take in the milk—gossip with the milkman
in his best , a smart man—go in—stir up the fire for tea—cannot
settle—come to the door again , but observin g that they are
watched by the old maiden lady opposite, who has ver y strict
not ions of what the conduct of servants should be, and, besides ,
is int imat e with maste r and mistre ss, they are compelled to ret urn
t o the kitchen , and sit down once more to ' The Whole Duty of
Man ,' 'The Village Dialogues,* ' The Dairyman 's Daughter ,' or
' The Complete Lette r-Writer / —that re al blessing to maid -ser-
vants , who can copy, but cannot contrive a love-letter.

It is Betty 's * Su nday out. ' Betty is a good girl ; and what 's
more , good-lookin g ; and moreover dresses well ; and further is
well-shaped ; and eke respectable ; and , in addition , is beloved
by every body, especial ly by the han dsome butcher in her stre et,
who is single, and in a moment when butchers are as tende r as
t heir meat , popped the question , whethe r she had any prejudice
a ga inst butchers ; and Betty, like the candid creature she is,
mswered , that ' She had no prejudices against any one ;' when
Cr ump— for tha t 's his name— t ak ing heart , asked her ' If she
would dislike being a butcher 's wife ? '—and Betty, turnin g red,
an d then pale, and then red again , replied, * Tha t she would as
l ief be a butcher 's wife as a baker 's, for that matter , vr ith the
pu rvisor that she liked the butcher better than the baker : '—so
t hat the thin g is as good as settled that she is to be Mrs. Crump.
An d this is the reaso n why she looks so red , broilin g, and flut -
ter y to- day . She has a dozen friends to whom she must tell the
important secret ; they live at all corners of the tow n, and miles
apart : but she means to visit them all :—if she does, she will
niake a circuit which would tire a horse. I foresee that she will
knock up at the second or third stage, untl be glad of a dish
<-f tea, a happy sheddin g of tears with soru e female friend at the
tu r n in her fortunes , and an omnibus back , that she may get
home in good time, as missus is very particular about serv ants
coming homo earl y. Bett y ** heart is full—too full ; ao/d so are
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her pockets , with apples, oran ges, cakes, a top, two whistles, and
three balls which came over her master 's wall, heaven knows how
mysteriousl y—present s these for her ' nevies and nieces, bless
thei r dear little hearts ! '—some of her mistress 's cast-off things ;
a lar ge lump of dri pping ; some tea and sugar—mind, of her
own pur chasin g ; and an extensiv e miscellany of broke n victuals,
are done up in a bundle for the poor widow who was like a
mothe r to her when she was a little motherless girl : < She doesn't
mind carr ying such thin gs throu gh the streets on a Sunda y—not
she—thou gh the housemaid over the way thinks it very vul gar ,
and, for her part , wouldn 't do no such thin g to oblige nobod y : '—
but then the housemaid < over the way' has not half the heart that
Betty has, which makes all the difference. So there she goes,—

4 Joy ful as sailor in his bounding bark ;
Wild as the stag that spurna his narrow park ;
Light as the young chamois , blythe as the mountai n lark ;'

—her heart shinin g in her eyes ; an universal phila nthro pist
thou gh she does not know the word ; looking at everythin g with
a hasty glance of curiosit y, and at everybody with a goodnature
and kindlin ess, as if she liked everybody and everythin g. She
has given away a shilling's-wort h of coppers alread y to beggars
and crossin g-sweepers, who have sinecure s now the road s are
dusty—no mat ter to Betty ; she cannot resist an appeal to her
heart for the soul of her :—she has treated two little boys to a
pennywort h of gooseberr y-fool, because she saw them devourin g
it with their eyes, and found they had no pocket-mone y ; she has
picked up thre e tumble d little ones, wiped their faces of the
dust , and given them a penny a-piece not to cry. She deserves
to be Mrs. Crum p, especially as Crum p is doing well, and is a
wort hy, honest fellow. Why, there he is !—he has met her
c quite p romiskus,' as he says, but any one may read in his eyes
tha t th at is a trick of love ;—h e puts her arm in his ; insists upon
carr ying her bundle ; and away they go—Betty blushin g and
embarrassed , but happy—Crum p pr oud of his dear little Betty,
and not unconscious of the unta rnis hed merit of his top-boots.
It is a match .

Such is one picture , with a descri ptio n of some of the promi-
nent figures in the foreground , of a London Sunda y.

C. W.
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Dr op of dewy light !—
Liker dew than fi re ,

Lit to guide the flight
Of th y mate's desire ,—

Thou look'st a fairy robed in a moonbeam 's attire.
In th y leafy network

Thou , enshr ined , dost glow,
And a beamy fretwork

O'er its verdure throw ,—
Thou littl e spirit of light, green -paradised below !

Reveals thy magic lamp, by silent genii tended .
Beautifu l the glory,

Pallid lamp of eve !
Twilight transitory

Doth , fro m thee receive ,
When deep in herbs and flowers th y splendours thou dost weave.

Twili ght , the dim ghost
Of the bri ght day ended ,

Fro m the awful host
Of great hills descended ,

When the verdan t floor
And blue vaul t of night

Love's star glideth o'er
With its holy light ,

Thy ray s responsive glance to its aeria l height.
Silver-fret ted clouds

In the vaulted blue,
Likest are the shr ouds

Which th y beams imbue
Of lightl y-stirring leaves that palace thee in dew.

Eyes which sorr ow dampeth
With the grief of love,

That in beauty lampeth
Thro ' the ir lashes , wove

With crysta l tearwork , beam like thee in dewy grove.
When thy fires , in number ,

Br ightest beams retain ,
Clouds break on the slumber

Of the air in rain ,—
Even as too many smiles do herald tearfu l pain.

Centred in sweet bush es
Drench 'd by the fast rain ,

Where thine emerald blushes ,
Paled , but bri ght rema in ,

Thou art as a calm heart which sorr ows beat in va in.
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( Contiitued from p. 494.)

It is written somewhere , I think in the ' Spectator / odd volu mes
of which the society for the confusion of political knowled ge re-
commend poor men to purchase at book-stalls ; it is writ ten that
a gentleman once overhe ar d a porter wishin g he had five hund red
pounds , and thereu pon told him that he would give him five
hundr ed pounds if he would tell him the uses he would apply it
to. The porter declared he would instantl y leave off work - and
enjoy himself, describin g the meals he would have of boiled beef
and greens for dinner , and a welch rabbit for supper. After some
discussion , the gentlema n told him that his time would han g
heavy on his hands , as he would hav e not hing to do but eat and
walk about. The porter agreed to it, an d at last conclu ded that
lie was better without the five hundred pounds , and , by mere ly
following his occupation , could do all that riches would enable
him to do, and employ his time int o the bar gain, agre eably enough
accordin g to his own taste.

The story contains a moral which most of those on the ravenou s
hunt after riches may well apply to themselves. All the world is
anxious * to make a fortune and retire. ' After spendin g a life in
acquiri ng the fortune , th ose who are successfu l find at last tha t
fortune-makin g and not fortune-en joy ing is the only thin g for
wh ich they have a zest ; that they might have enjoyed all that
they had a t aste for, j ust as well without the fortune as with it .
Outshinin g their nei ghbou rs in ostentation is the great aim of th e
indwellers of this most aristocratric lan d, hungerin g with an insa-
tiable appetite after somethin g which they have not got , and
never makin g the most of that which they actu ally possess. To
such people, who are not capable of applying the moral of the
story, I do not write. I merely aim at pointin g out to those who
can appr eciate quiet , comfort , and leisure , the means of at tain ing
them with less expense of time and money than has yet been
pr actised.

Round thee wild winds liowl ,
Dashing thee to eart h ,

Where th y tranquil soul ,
With unalte r'd mirth ,

Gleams—as in our fierc e world , sweet innocence and worth

Thro * the tempest loud
Thou dost calml y pierce ,

From the perfumed shroud
Which th y beams immers e,—

As thro * the storms of time the poet 's ba lmy verse.
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It has been said that the English people are more civilized than
1thc people of othe r countries. The poor Southern Americ an s
lhave been called barb ari ans when compared with them, yet the re
iis one particular in which the English resemble the wilder ani-
i mals, and the Southern Americans are distin guished from them.
The wild animals abandon their young when they arrive at matu -
r ity. So do the English people; the distinctiv e mark of maturit y
being the enterin g into the marria ge-contrac t. So soon as the
son or daughter of an English family may be married , they seek
a separate dwelling, or rather are drive n forth to seek it. But the
sons and dau ghters of the Southern Americans usuall y remain
beneath the paternal roof till the increase of family renders the
mansion too small for the occupants . Possibly, some reas on
for this may be found in the different style of the dwellings, yet
still the cause of that difference must have been ori ginally in
the unsocial qualitie s of the people. A Southe rn American man-
sion is usuall y a hollow quadran gle with rooms all round it.
There is one huge drawin g-room , or sittin g-room , called the sola,
n here the whole family and numerou s visitors are accustomed to
assemble in the evenings. Anot her lar ge room is called the
comedor, wherein all take their meals. All the rest of the apart-
ments are bed-chambers , used also as sittin g-rooms durin g the day
by the various members of the family, married or unmarried . There
is somethin g pleasingly social in ail this , thou gh it is but the rude
term of what social living should be, and there is infinite room
for improvement . We must tr y to amend the evil in our sea-girt
island, which has set so many examples to the rest of the world
in all physical excellences which give to mind the dominion over
mat ter , yet withou t using that domin ion in the modes best calcu-
lated to promote human happiness .

In English towns , as well as many others , the houses are built
11 streets side by side, as uniforml y as soldiers ' barra cks, for the
most part , alth ough they are each sedulousl y provided with a
separat e entran ce ; behind each of these houses there is usuall y a
vacant space, called a yard or garden , of about the same super-
ficial extent as what the house stands on. The houses are divided
ironi each othe r by part y-walls , and the yard s are divided from
Mich othe r by low partition-walls , so contrived , that though the
inhabitants on the ground-floor cannot see over them, yet, from
*he first floor , each occupant may look up and down the whole
range of yards or gardens , inspecting all his neighbours concerns ,
and t his is facetiousl y called privacy . In the outskirts of London ,
it is a custom to build detach ed houses , with a garden before and
ta hind , a sort of arran gement whereb y the supervision of each
occupant over his neighbour 's concerns is considerabl y enlar ged.
It wou ld seem, there fore, th at it has never yet entere d into the
imagination of any builder , that it would be possible so to arran ge
a row of houses that none of the inhabitants could have the pri -
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vilege of looking into their nei ghbours ' yards or garden s. And
yet it may be done. Set every alternate hou se back on the site
of the yard , and brin g the yard forward to the site of the house,
like the alterna ting squares of a chess-board. Two row s of houses
would then be forme d, frontin g each way, with each yard between
the two opposite houses ; the window s being only back and front ,
each would only be enabled to surve y his own yard or gar den ,
and moreov er there would be the advanta ge of shelter from the
sun in summer and from the wind in winter . By this method
perfect privacy might be attained , and yet no greater space of
ground would be required. But such an arran gement would not
alter the internal economy of the dwellin gs themselves , nor would
they be at all unada pted for social living.

I can easily imagine the time will arrive when from, five hun-
dred to a thousand families will join in the plan I am about to
propose, for increased numbers will always produce increase d
economy under a wise arran gement ; but the proposition of any
thin g new, in this our precedent-ridden land , is so sure of meeting
opposition , that it is advisabl e to begin on the calculatio n of a
small number . I will the refore tak e sixty families , avera ging five
members each , and it surel y would not be difficult to find sixty
ra tional heads of families , with limited incomes, who would wish
those incomes to produce them a greater amount of comfort , if the
means could be shown .

Imagine, the n, a long galler y, somethin g like the Burlin gton
or Lowther Arcade , say abou t three hundred and fifty yards in
length, and from twelve to fourteen feet in width , light ed by sky-
lights or lantern-li ghts in the roof. In the centre of the gal lery,
on either hand , a doorwa y, with double doors , suspended like
those of bankin g-houses, opens into a buildin g about thir ty-five
feet square , with a ground-floor , cellars , &c. and two stor ies
above. One of these buildin gs is divided into various apartment s,
the gTound-floo r being occupied with the larder , kitchen , and its
various fires, gas-jets, and steam-a pparatus , and a por tion of it
partit ioned off to contain a steam-en gine of sufficient power to
perform all the drud gery of the estab lishment . The two floors
above, to be divided into as many compartments as are requ ire d
for the various kinds of work to be perfo rmed , washin g, shoe-
cleanin g, clothes-brus hing, &c, and also servants ' apartm ents,
and into which spindles and drums from the engine are to be
introduced . The engine would be a great econom izer of fuel and
labour. Its boiler could be made to furnish all the steam req uir ed
in cooker y. Its power would also be applied to chop meat , and
to do all other choppings and beatin gs and kneadi ngs of bread.
One apartmen t would be a laundr y, where alk ali and hi gh-
pressur e steam would cleanse linen , and press out the superfluous
moisture far better than any Kensin gton splashin g-woman ; and
moreover the steam-en gine would never atrike for higher wage*
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Another apartment would be for the purpose of shoe-cleanin g,
where long spindles would be armed with a succession of revolvin g,,
circular brushes , ' hard , black ing, and shinin g,' in any number
which might be required , distributin g the c Day and M artin ' in
exact quantitie s, as accurate ly as a Napier 's printin g-pres s, and
work ing as rapidly and efficientl y, by a man holdin g the shoe or
boot against the brus hes, as silver-work is polished by the same
process. Another apartment might have a similar arran gement
for brushin g clothes , a stream of air caused by a fanner drivin g
off the dust throu gh a window. Another for knife and plate
cleanin g. In most houses earthenw are and china is washed by
hand with hot water , and very commonl y the unctuous matter of
the food they have contained is not entirel y removed . A very
simple and far more effective process would be, to deposit edge-
wise the used plates and dishes in an open frame of wood, or
wicker , or wire, made to fit a hot-wate r cistern , and suspended on
a balanced beam, counter weighted at the opposite end, just as a
tallow-chandler makes dipped candles ; a handfu l of caustic alkal i
being thrown into the water , the whole of the greasy matter would
be instantl y converted into soap and washed off. The frame
might then be dipped in a similar manne r in a cold-water cistern ,
and the ware left to drain dry ; thus no manual labour of rubbin g
would be required , and there would be little bre akage. Most of
the other dru dgery of a house might be performed in the same
manner by steam -power.

Our engine has not yet done its work. In addition to all this,
and much more , it must be constantl y pumping up boiling wat er
into a close cistern , for the pur pose of supplying the public and
privat e bat hs, and also the hot-water pipes whereb y the whole
of the establishment must be heated. It must also pump up cold
water , so that it may flow freely into all the upper stories of the
buildings ; for by these two opera tions an almost endless quantit y
of human labour will be saved . But there are also other thin gs
for it to do. It must be in constan t readiness to wor k a fire -
engine, supposing the buildin g not to be fi re-proof ; but were the
building to be fire-proo f, thou gh it might cost more in the outset ,
ther e would be an annual saving of insurance. The cellar beneat h
the k itchen, or perhaps an outbuildin g att ached to it, should con-
tain the gasometer s and gas-apparatus for lighti ng up the whole
of the establishment. The best contrivances for consumin g smoke
would of course be resort ed to.

The buildin g on the opposite side of the galler y would be used
for other purposes ; and , if well arran ged, woul d be, as well as the
dwellings, entirel y free from the noise and smell of the culinar y
ai*d other operations. The cellars would be applied to the
storage of wine, and such provision s as might be k ept in stock ;
**k1 the galler y might also be vaulted below for coals and other
**tters. It might also, if needed , contai n the publi c baths ,
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lighted either by gas or by reflectors from the galler y above.
The grou nd-floor of the second buildin g would be the publi c
dining-hall, on a level with the kitchen , for the convenience of
carr ying in the food ; or if the crossin g of the galler y by waite rs
were considered a disadv anta ge, the communication might be
under ground , placing the dishes on a lar ge frame , to descend
from the kitchen by cords , to be drawn along in the same man ner ,
and to ascend in the opposite apartment , and then return for a fresh
supply. Jets of water falling into stone-basins , and stron g-wor ked
ventilators , would keep it cool in summer. The floor over the
dinin g-hal l would serve as a public readin g-room and librar y, or
it might , if required , be divided into two. The floor above that
might serve as a public dancin g or music room , or lecture-ro om,
or any similar pur pose. The roofs of both buildin gs should be
terraced , and j oined by a platform , in order to afford a pleasant
walk and prospect, when the weather might permit .

Thus far as to that portion of the est ablishment whose uses
are common to all the inmates. I now proceed to the pri vate
dwellings.

On either side of the two buildin gs before described are left
open spaces some eighteen feet wide, into which the side-windows
look. These spaces may be planted with flowers and shrubs ,
either in the open air or in greenhouses , in pots, whic h may serve
to adorn the dinin g-ha ll and readin g-room , as well as the niches
in the galler y,, which would also be applicable to the reception of
paintin gs or statues , in the lighter parts , falling beneath the sky-
lights. Beyon d these open spaces or gardens are placed the fi rst
four houses , each with a front of eighteen feet, and about thirty
feet in depth , standin g in pairs back to back , and joining over the
roof of the galler y. On the sides next the public buildin gs ther e
are no windows. The look-out will be from the front and on one
side, the latter into a garden eighteen feet in width , and bounde d
by the wall of the galler y on one side , and the back wall of the
next house on the other. The roof of the galler y, provided with
sk ylights , would rise to a sufficient height betw een the two dwell-
ings placed back to back , and thus prevent the inmates from
overlookin g each other 's gardens. The entranc e or hall-doo r of
the dwellings would open into the galler y , and low windows would
give access to the gardens. The front por tion of the garde ns
might be scre ened from the observation of passengers by a light
hed ge and trellise d wicket ; beyond whic h, runnin g paralle l with
the whole ran ge of buildin gs, and accessible to all, might be a
narrow stri p of garden , with shrubs and flowers , afte r th e sty le
of the ordinar y squares about town. The first six pair of dwell-
ings, on either hand the public buildin gs , might be of lar ger size
than the others , containin g—say, six or eight rooms on the ground
plan before described. The other nine pair of dwellings beyond
them might contain from four to six rooms on a ground -plan of

576 Housebuilding and Housekeeping.



sixteen feet front by twe nty-eight feet depth , and garden s of the
same size. Thus every dwellin g would be provided with its
separ ate garden , overlooked by none, §uid with its hall-do or open-
ing into a covered galler y, pleasantl y warmed and lighted , and
in proximate communication with every need ful arran gement for
the supply of the bodily wants .

The internal economy of these dwellings would be very simple.
Chimneys would not be require d, inasmuch as no cooker y would
tak e place in them , and the warmin g would be by means of hot-
wat er pipes, the very best means of communicatin g heat without
any unpleasant effects. These pipes might form the skirtin gs of
the walls, sinkin g beneath the floor at the doorwa ys, and thus all
ugliness of appe arance would be avoided. For those who required
more heat , or, rather , who prefer red to see it, gas-jets might be
contri ved. As then , hot-water pipes would be in all the apart-
ments, and as cold wate r would be supplied in the same manne r,
ever y one could help themsel ves, without the aid of servants , to
as much as they required , and moreover have it instant ly hot at
any period , day or night. The mode of drawin g it should be not
by the ordinary tur ning cocks, which would permi t carele ss
people to waste , but by sprin g cocks, wh ich would run so long as
the pressure of the finger were applied and close when it might be
remo ved. Arran gements would of course be made to shut off all
but a small quantit y when warmt h was not required . Inde xes
of the quantit y used might also be arra nged, in order that the
economist might not be put upon a level with the extrav agant
person. The fu rniture of these dwellings must also be the pro-
pert y of the landlord , for the expense and waste of moving and
removing furniture is one of the great curses of our dwellings.
Thus the furniture would be of a qualit y and style to corres pond
wit h the general appearance of the dwelling, and nothin g would
be out of taste , as so often hap pens, when the fu rniture made for
one dwelling is taken to another of a different kind . In such
dwellings, every portion of which , sta ircases and lobbies , as well
as apartme nts, might always be at one temperatu re , curt ained
beds would not be required ; and it would be desirable , above all
things, to get rid of the nuisance of feather- beds. They are
unwholesome at the best of times , and in the troublesome act of
making they fill the house with dust. Hair -mattresses are far
more wholesome, stra w-palliasses still bette r ; but for those who
are anxious to lie soft , Dr. Arnott 's water- beds offer at once a sub-
stitute both cheaper and more economic of labour , as they always
make them selves by the water findin g its level. All the bed-
rooms, or the lobby adjoining them , should be provided wit h a
small marbl e sink or basin, with a water-valve , down which waste
water might be th rown to find its way to the sewers , and which
might also ser ve as a washin g-stand. A sprin g-jet of warm wat er
should be just above them to wash them clean , and all this would
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be done almost without the consciousness of any labou r performed
by the occupants of the bed-room s themselves. In such a dwell-
ing neither bells nor servant s would be required , save for the
innrm or helpless. And every such dwelling might possess a hot
and cold bath , which any inmate might use, at any hour of the
day or night , with scarcel y any personal exertion , and abso-
lutel y independent of any external aid . The upper end of the
garden might be enclosed and roofed with glass to form a green-
hou se into which one of the parlour-windows might open, and the
inmat es would have another room , provided with beaut iful plants ,
in which to read or work , or otherwise pass many happy hours .
This greenhouse might be warmed by the same arran gement of
hot-water pipes as the rest of the establishment , and jets of water
might be made to throw a shower of cold or warm rain on the
plants at pleasure. The garde n beyond might also be wate red
by the same process. It is evident that in such a dwelling the
inmates might enti rely dispense with domestic service, without
incurrin g any painful drud gery whatever .

* There are no fire s to make , no doors to lock ,
No maids to scold about an unai r'd bed. 9

The most fairy lady might dwell therein alone, and never do
aught to soil the purit y of her hands. And supposing a single
man of refined habi ts, and consequentl y disliking personal sendee,
to live in such a dwelling, what would be his daily routine ? Let
us go throu gh with it.

The last thin g, on coming in at night, he would shu t his hall-
door , so that the sprin g-lock might be opened by the servants of
the establ ishment with the pass-key. He would find his slippers
in the proper recess near the door, and leave his boots or shoes in
their place. He would then leave a written memorandu m for
the cook or restaurateur , as to his next mornin g's break fast,
specifying the items he might require for himself or friend or
friends, and writte n by the light of the hall gas-lam p, fixed in the
wall, and servin g to light both dwelling and gallery, a groun d
glass in the interior preventin g any intrusive vision.* He enters
the littl e bat hroom , and takes a warm or cold bath , accord ing a*
th e season disposes him, by touchin g the sprin g of the war m or
cold water-cock. He then retire s to his bed-room , which is also
supplied with a gas-jet, and if not disposed to read , he tur ns it
down, and sleeps on his water bed or matt ress, which requir es
littl e adjustme nt . He rises in the mornin g, waken ed, if he
chooses, by a bell pulled by one of the servants in th« gallery .
He the n takes his bat h, and goes into his greenhouse , wneTe he
amuses himself with inspecting his plants , and turning the water-

* Gat should nerwr be burn t in the atmosp here of either shop or dwelling-room-
It should reflect throug h glata , like the lighti of a ihip'e powder-roo m, and thus *U
uapleasan t ¦meir would be aroided.



jj ets on them . Perh aps he chooses also to work in his littl e
garden, in preference to paying a gardener ; and then he retir es
tto the parlour communicatin g with his greenhou se, where he fi nds
Ihis bre akfast all arranged upon the china of the restau rat eur. It
thas, perha ps, awaited him some time ; his tea- kettle has cooled,
<or his coffee has to be remade. He places the utensil on a
Ibr acket, and turns up a small gas jet beneath it. In a very short
Itime it is boiling, and eggs also, if he chooses. Breakfa st over ,
Ihe retires to dress, and finds that in his absence his bed has been
i made, and his chamber arran ged, by one of the servant s of the
i establishment. Ere he goes about his daily occupation s he leaves
notice on the slate at his door whether he dines at the public
tabl e or not, or whether he wishes dinner prepared for him at any
part icular hour , or if he be rer y simple in his tastes he leaves it
to chance , knowin g that at any hour between mornin g and night
he is sure of gettin g wholesome food of some kind or other. If
he have no especial occupation , he may pass the morni ng in the
readin g-room of the establ ishment, or he may visit other s of the
members , or join in a part y of pleasure , or of discussion. If he
wear ies, his own dwelling is at hand , where he may find all quiet
and in order . He return s and dines at the public tabl e,, where
he stays a longer or a shorter time, just as the company may suit
him. He may also carr y a friend there if he chooses ; and one
of the advanta ges will be that , in addition to dinin g at a some-
what cheaper rate than in his own dwelling, he can have a greater
diversity of choice in his food. But the public table would not
be peculiarl y reserve d for men ; it would be on the plan of the
boardin g-houses in America , where women and childr en are all
accustomed to dine at public tables occasionall y. He will retur n
home to re ad or write. His tea or coffee will be read y for him
as quickly as his bre akfast. He will then go to his studies ,
or to pass the evening at a friend 's, or in the readi ng*-room,
or, per chan ce, in music or drawin g, or in hearin g a lecture ,
or walking in the public promenade . And all this may be
done within one ran ge of buildin gs, without his even being
cheated by a tradesman , or anno yed by bad food or a cross
cook, or the trouble of engaging or dischar ging a serva nt.
He may, moreover , betake himself away at a short notice,
and ramble whithersoever he lists, without beingf anxious about
Nther house or furn iture . All this , too, a family may also do
without having their time in any way trenche d upon by the
dmd gery of househol d work , and t nus being left at full libert y to
pursue any occupation they may choose. But if they be anxious
also to possess an individual servant , or servant s, t here is nothin g
to prev ent them, only they would find little for them to do; and
assuredly one great object of life is to be independent of the
hi*eu" personal minist rat ions of our fellow-creatures. Wh at is
mere wantin g to comfort ? There are books, newspapers, variet y
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of food,, cleanly apartments, baths, warmth, society, music, danc-
ing, gardens, and perfect freedom of action. Who could desire
more ? And all this at a cheaper rate than it could be procured
in any other mode.

Every different department of labour could be committed to a
single individual as a responsible contractor, giving security for
the fulfilment of his undertaking. For instance, the cook or
restaurateur, after certificates of his competency, should be chosen
for the superior cheapness of his offers. A list of dishes should
be made out, and he who offered to contract for the lowest prices,
should obtain the situation. He would, of course, be answerable
for the quality of his provisions ; and he would find and control
his own waiters. In fact, he would be simply a contracting trades-
man. The baker should have the same terms. The washer-
woman, the same ; the shoe-cleaner, the same ; the clothes-maker,
the same ; a gardener, the same terms ; the bathman, the same.
And it might be worth while, in a larger establishment, to have
a chambermaid, with bed and table linen, towels, &c, on the same
terms. All these people should be under the cont rol of the pro-
prietor, as to their dealings with the purveyors of food, in order to
supply a good qu ality, but they should be liable to be dis-
missed, on a committee of the inhabitants expressing their dissa-
tisfaction . An engineer and a carpenter would, of course, be
maintained on the establishment by the proprietor, in order to
keep all in repair. The cook would be enabled to gain a profit
on the provisioning of three hundred people. Twenty shillings
per head would enable him to pay all his subordinates, and retain
an ample living. The baker, and all the other t radesmen oc
workmen, would be in the same condition. It must be remem-
bered, that the certainty of a given amount of custom always en-
courages a man to work cheaper than a larger amount of an un-
certain connexion. The cookshop-keeper sells his meat at f if ty
per cent, beyond what would yield him a profit , in order to cover
the loss arising from uncertainty, and the consequent spoiling of
his meat. The porter also who plies in the street charges at a
high rate for his occupied time, in order to maintain himsel f
when he is not occupied.

In such an establishment as I propose, the demand would be con-
stant, and all would be purchased at the first houses, on account
of the quantity , and those who merely laboured would, in the
certainty of employment, be enabled to do it cheaper, on account
of ' constant work. The e boots' would be satisfied with sixpence
per week, instead of three-pence per day, when his customers
were secured to him, and nis labour lessened by the engine ;
and the washerwoman in the same proportion. The landlords
of inns would willingly lower their prices one-half, but they are
obliged to pay rent all the year round, and they must make the
living part of the year pay for the dead ; and it is always the case
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th at th e weekly tenant pays mare in proportion th an the yearly.
In most articles of trade the price falls in proportion to the
demand, t. e., articles capable of an unlimite d supply. A man
may buy a lock at Birmin gham for sixpence. If he wants a
dozen he may get them at fivepence ; if a gross they wiJl come
down to three pence halfpenny. The reason the single one is
hi gher is, that the total labour of sale is not greater on the gross
than on the single one. The market price of beef may be four-
pence per lb. in the outset , but it passes throu gh so many hands ,
all of whom must be paid, that it rises to eightpence. The
butcher , with a small or an uncertain return , must have a lar ge
profi t. He who has a lar ge and certain return is content with a
small profit. The supply of sixty families would be an object for a
decent man , in every depart ment , to devote his time and attention
to it , and the lar ge dealers in provisions would be anxious to
secure sach a trade. I have taken f amilies to make the calcula -
tion on, each one occupying a house ; but it does not follow that
some of the houses would not be occupied by several single men.
This conclusion is more than prob able, and in such case the
profits of the different contractors would be considerab ly incr eased
by the substitution of grown persons for children.

I do not purp ose to enter into any very minute calculations as
to the exact costs or savings. My leisure will not serve for it ,
and the re are moreove r abu ndance of interested persons mor e
t horou ghly acquainted w ith the different details who would do it
more exactly. An approximation will be sufficient for our pre-
sent pur pose. The ren ts of the dwellings would of course vary
with thei r size and embellishments , but we can take an avera ge
of the sixty-two separ at e buildin gs connected by the gallery, in-
cluding the two publ ic erections . The expensive fittin gs of chim-
ney-p ieces and kitchens being avoided , as well as cellars and all
such appur tena nces, would make up nearl y for the plai n furniture
and the needful warmin g and light ing apparatus. Reduced as
all buildin g mater ial now is to a comparativel y small value , and
the prices of labou r accurat ely digested , I should think that , one
w ith another , these dwellings mi ght be completed, rea dy for
occu pancy, for about three hundre d pounds each ; and allowin g
amply for the erection of the engine and the workin g gear be-
longing to it , the whole might be completed for about twent y-
four thousa nd pounds. Allowing ten per cent , interest for the
capital employed, in order to cover wear and tear—and this would
he a most han dsome allowanc e—the propr ietor cou ld afford to let
these dwellings at for ty pounds per annum each . But we will
allow fifty. If the familie s were all living separat e, eac h would
be suppose d to maintain a servan t , whose annual expense would
be from thirt y-five to fort y pounds . With the machiner y, twent y
^rvants would do all the work in a far more efficient manner , and
the average annual expense of servants to each family would thus
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be reduced to about fi fteen pounds. Lighting and warming, with
an abundant supply of hot and cold water, would be performed
much under twenty pounds, without any labour to the inmates .
The price of washing would be reduced at least one half, for the
washerwoman would need no horse and cart to carry home the
clothes, and she would risk no robbery or mistakes, or bad debts.
The price of provisions would be reduced probably to something
like two-thirds, and variety would be attained without trouble ;
and moreover, cold meats and unwholesome food would not need
to be eaten to prevent waste. Health would benefit by this
arrangement.

Thus from eighty to one hundred pounds per annum would
amply pay for lodging, domestic servicej lighting, warming, and
washing for a family of five persons, and such perfect accommoda-
tion as no private dwelling ever yet attained at double the expense.
One hundred per annum would suffice to secure an ample supp ly
of wholesome food in great variety, and a man with an income of
three hundred per annum would have a third left for clothing and
other expenses, and all this would be absolutely without the time
of any member of the family being taken up with any duty of
drudgery. The whole time might be disposed of in the improve-
ment of their own minds, or of the minds of others. There would
be no need wit h rational people to send children to school, as they
might be educated at home ; but if a school were required, it
would be easy to apply the dancing and music room to that pur-
pose during the day . The teachers would of course form part of
the establishment. Such a community of rational people, well
arranged, would offer a great er sphere of comfort t han any other
mode of life which our present knowledge enables us to dev ise.

It is a trial which would scarcely fail of success. The reader
will observe that the plan is calculated for one side of a square.
Three other similar ranges of buildings would make the square
complete, and the space enclosed would serve for public walks and
gardens. A small theatre or a lecture-room, or music-room, might
also be erected in the centre, where the whole of the inhabitants
might occasionally assemble.

There are many who will at once pronounce the scheme Uto-
pian. Let them show it to be so. Let them show that there is
any one single portion of the plan herein set down which is not
in actual practice in some workshop, or private dwelling, or club-
house, or inn. If there be, I will agree that it is Utopian . Let
them show that there is any thing in it beyond a combinat ion
of actually-existing physical means, in order to enable human
beings to unite for purposes of economy, and yet to lose no j ot of
privacy, and I will be content to be set down as a wild schemer
instead of a plain ' practical' man. As regards the building
calculations, I do not pretend to accuracy,—merely to an approxi-
mation,*—but I cannot be very far wide of the truth. Should
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any prac tica l men, versan t with the exact mat ters in question , feel
an interest in the plan whose outline I have sketched , I doubt not
that the Editor will be glad to insert any correction s of my err ors,,
or any better plan they may have to offer. Our mutual object
only tends to the promotion of human welfare, and not to the
advocacy of any personal views. For my own part , I do not envy
the ambition of that man who could for a moment pr efer an
imperfect work of his own to a perfect work of his neighbour -

There are two modes of brin ging the plan in question to bear.
One is by means of subscri ption amongst the members, as the
club-ho uses were originally founded ; the next is as a speculatio n
of profit , or of good investment to the monied capitalist. Surel y,
it must be wort h the attention of such men as the Messr s. Cubitt ,
—a good nam e that, for a builde r,—-of whom it is said that they
will contract with any man too idle to look after his own concern a,
' to build him a house, furnish it, have the beds made, the ser-
vant s hired , the wines in the cellar , and the dinner cooking, all by
a given hour on an appointed day, and issue his dinner invitations
into the bar gain, if he chooses. ' Lord Grosvcnor , also, is a great
buildin g speculator , and would hardl y think profit a less desirable
thing, if it came from sixty families in middlin g circumstances ,
than from the rents of twent y millionaire s in Belgrave-s quare : or
the noble sub-rosd contracto r for the digging of the Birmin gham
railwa y might perha ps enable some skilful mechanics to take it
in hand , for a con-si-de-ra-ti-on.

In the above sketch , I have endeavou red to provide for all the
wants and luxu ries which , I conceive , can tend to the greate st
happiness of rational-minded beings. But it is evident tha t the
same principle might be accommodated to varietie s of people in
different circumstances . The houses might be built close toge-
t her without gardens. They might be warme d and lighted in
the pre sent imperfect mode, so that the saying might be only in
the food and cookery : or , instead of separate dwellings, the y
might be sets of apartments in the same buildin g, like the old-
fashioned inns : or every luxur y that art could devise, might be
heaped up in them . But on whatever scale they might be desired ,,
1 cont end that such is the most sure mode of gett ing the great est
possible comfort with the least expenditu re of pecuniar y means ,
and also with the greatest freedom from anxiet y of mind : for
those who wished it, the re might be added establishments of
horses and carriage s to any extent which ostentation might
requir e.

But the class of persons I contem plate are such as are living
on fixed salarie s of from three hundred to four hundre d p«r
annum, whose time is princi pal ly taken up with business , and
who there fore wish to economize all the hours passed out of
business, to the greatest possible extent.

The best locations of such an establish ment in the neighbour-
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hood of London w ould be Bayswater, or Kensington, or Chelsea,
or Brompton. Hilly ground should , if possible, be avoided, in
order to spare the horses of the omnibi, which would attend such an
establishment in numbers for the conveyance of passengers.
Query—Could not the proprietor maintain omnibi of his own ?
When the Birmingham railway shall be available, the first twenty
miles out may offer many suitable spots of romantic beauty, and
the supply of provisions be rendered certain.

Jtj nius Redivivus.

584 The Royal Festival Job.

It is somewhat singular , considering the progress which music
has made in England during the preceding half century, that so
long a time should have intervened between the last and the pre-
sent Festivals. Since the commemoration of Handel, in 1784,
all the great works of Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, and Spohr,
have been written* translated, introduced into this country ; but
though performed , repeatedly, at the great provincial Festivals,
never heard, on the same scale of grand combination, in the me-
tropolis. The reign of William IV. seemed, to those who have
long desired such an exhibition of talent, more propitious than
those of his brother or father. George III. tolerated only one
composer—Handel ; George IV. never courted or suffered the
gaze of his subjects. Any thing which would have dragged him
from his Windsor fortress into open day, was hateful to him. His
brother is more willing to look his subj ects in the face : and,
hence, the endeavour to obtain his presence and patronage for a
Festival was more likely to succeed. The commemoration in
1784 was undertaken for the benefi t of the Royal Society of Mu-
sicians, an admirable institution, (to which Handel bequeathed
£ 1,000,) and the Westminster Hospital , and these charities, shared
£7,000 between them. When the late Festival was fi rst talked
of, it was expected and intended by those who first planned it ,
that a similar appropriation of profits should be made to these
and other charitable institutions, and it becomes our duty now to
expose the dirty trick by which this purpose has been defeated, and
the whole affair assumed the character of a pitifu l j ob ; while the
liberality of the public, instead of flowing in a charitable direc-
tion, has been diverted into the muddy pool of monopoly and in-
trigue. The Festival has been managed by and for the chief
benefit of the directors of an Institution in Tenterd en -street,
known by the name of the f Royal Musical Academy.' This
school was got up by Lord Burghersh, (the son of the Earl of
Westmoreland ,) and is well adapted to concentrate the monopoly
of the music-market in his own proper person and that of a feW
titled associates . This spri g of nobility, who has the misfortune
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to fancy himself a second Rossini, through his father's influe nce
got himself appointed, some years since, (in the good old borough-
moiigering times,) ambassador to Florence, where he followed his
propensity by writing operas, masses, and other musical composi-
t ions. He found there, that music was not open to free compe-
tition, as in England, but placed under aristocratic control : and,
on his return, he endeavou red 1o accomplish for himself and a
few patrician associates, a similar monopoly and cont rol. With
this view he set up this Tenterden-street concern ; and during the
period of its existence, (about twelve years,) every diplomatic art
has been resorted to in order to effect this object. It has, how-
ever, failed—utterly and deplorably :  of which the best proof is^that no singer or player who has derived his or her education from
that school, has t aken any principal rank either as a singer or
player, at eithe r our theatres or concert-rooms. To those who
know the miserably-imperfect training of the scholars, this is no
wonder . Meanwhile, the concern got into debt ; puffing and in-
tri guing were unavailing ; and those who troubled themselves to
inquire about it, saw that it was not only base in principle, dis-
gracefu l in purpose, but contemptible in produce. In this state
of things the plan of a Festival began to be talked of. The direc-
tors of the concern got the ear of the King, forestalled the intended
application , and assumed the management of the affair. But,
conscious that if this, their principal object , was thrust promi-
nent ly before the public, the scheme would be seen through and
exposed in the very bud, they assembled ' The Royal Society of
Musicians/ and requested their co-operation and assistance in
carr ying on the work . A numerous meeting took place, and a
committee of management was appointed—consisting of Messrs.
Bishop, Attwood, T. Cooke, Weichsel, Horsley, Adams, Vaughan,
and many other eminent and competent professional men. Some
weeks elapsed, and this comm ittee began to wonder at not being
called together. At length they vvere^ summoned, and coolly told
t hat the Directors of the Tenter 'en-street Academy had taken
the management of the affai r into their own hands, and that they
neither needed nor would accept any fu rther assistance in its pro-
secution ! ! This began to open the eyes of these gentlemen, who
now found out that, having obtained the sanction of the Royal
Society of Mus icians, the purpose of the ' exclusive 1 Committee
was answered—who had employed them as a ladder to climb to
their present elevat ion, and now, sans ceremonie, kicked it down.
They now also found out that the apportionment of the profits
rest ed entirel y with this ' Select Vestry/ as well as the choice of
the band , and that even themselves were not secure of an engage-
ment in it. Charity, they knew, began at home ; and the Select
v estry, being encumbered with certain debts in consequence of
their intended musical monopoly, would naturally discharge them,
Jn preference to the claims of starving fiddlers, or pennyless widows
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and orphans . They struggled, they rem onstrated , but in vain :
they were caught in the toils of a net from which there was no
escape . They knew th at they were completely in the hands of
the Select, for even their engagements were dependent upon them-—
they were now aware that the latter had it in their power to allot
a single shilling, and no more , as the share of profit from which
their w ives and children were expected to benefit. They had no
alternative , but ab solute, unconditional submission —and submit
they did.

Enthroned in their new office , and ' decked in a little bri ef
authorit y,' humbu g and intri gue soon became the order of the
day. Withou t rudder , chart , or compass , they exposed them-
selves to the derision of all who had derived knowled ge from
musical education or experience , by the most senseless ana stupid
puffs . The band was to consist of 1,200 performers , every body
was to be engaged, and the Festival was to exceed every similar
attem pt in hi stor y. And while this game was played off with
the publ ic , all kinds of mean , underhand arts were employed in
the engagement of the band. An individual was appointed to
preside at the organ who was not even an organ-p layer; a fore igner
was engaged to lead English music, while one of our best English
leaders was excluded . The Italian singers from the Opera were
engaged, on exorbitan t terms , to spoil sacred music in the Abbey ;
experienced and meritorious professors were displaced to make
room for ignoran t and conceited boys ; professional singers of
established reputation were rudel y th rust out , that pupils of
favou red masters might find admission ; while the chorus-sin gers
and ri pieno instrumentalists were treated with insolence , and con-
demned to submit to the most degradin g term s. Among the
p rincip al singers at this * unparalleled display of national talen t '
occur these names ; who they are , and whence they earned th is
distinction , the Select Vestr y can only t ell :—M rs . Seymour , Miss
Chambers , Miss Lloyd, M iss Turner , M iss Wa gstaff ; M essrs.
Stretton , F. Robinson , W. Robinson, and several othe rs, who, we
guess, must have wondere d how they got there , or wha t gave
them any title or claim to princi palshi p.

In the engagement of the princi pal instrumentalists there was
little or no choice . The Opera , Philharmonic , Dru ry-lan e, and
Covent- garden bands formed the main pillars of the orchestr a,
and , as far as they were concerned , every thin g was safe .

The next step was to make the selections— to choose the music
for perform ance. Had any set of musicians met for such a pur-
pose, with such means at their disposal, their attention would
natu ral ly have been directed to the greatest works , in tur n, of the
greatest masters ; one of each of which would have been given.
But the mana gers* plan of proceedin g had rend ere d this imprac-
ticable . They had already engaged 23 ladies, 25 gentlemen,
(boys and girls included ,) m princi pal singers , and something
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must be found for them to do—competent or incompetent they
must all show up. To accomplish this , our musical functionari es
set to work to improve and piece out one of Hand el's oratorios.
They had an nounced the performance of ' Israel in Egypt ;' but
they discovered that this oratorio had ver y few songs. Never
mind—' make some, introduce some'—and it was so. Common-
place, t rash y airs out of his opera s were fitted to more trash y
wor ds, and thrust into this splendid work . Thus were a few of
the Misses provided for ; the defacin g Handel 's great oratorio
being a mucn less evil than the exclusion of a youn g1 lady (espe-
cially if a pupil of the Academ y) from the bill. They then set
to work to concoct what they called a selection, upon the princi ple
of what is called a ' medley-overture ,' wher e all sorts of tunes ,
quick and slow, new and old, English and fore ign, are jumbled
together , some entire , some by hal ves, and played in rapid suc-
cession . Thu s we had a whole chorus of Handel , then a quarter
of a movement of Haydn , a scra p of a song from Mozart , an
anthem of Purc ell, and part of a quartett of Beethoven . The
words, in some instance s, came in the following order :— € Who
ta kest away the sins of the worl d, pity us and receive our inter-
cession : and life everlastin g. Amen ! And being incarnate of
the Holy Ghost, from Mar y the virgin, became man. ' In these,
and many other instances , detached portions of sentences were
culled from variou s places and joined together , producin g the
effect of cross-readin gs in a newspaper . A selection of sacred
music should discover some knowled ge of the different stages and
schools of the art ; the component part s shou ld be classed with
skill , assorted with taste , and every piece so displayed as to ran ge
and blend and harmo nize with those n ear it. Who , in arran ging
a galler y of pictures , would not be guided by a similar princi ple ?
Wh o wou ld jumble Flemish , Ital ian , Dutch , and English together ,
re gardless of characte r, subject , colourin g, or school ? Who , on
the stage, would place det ached scenes from the fallowing pieces
in th is order :—Haml et and the Ghost , Paul Pr y and Mrs . Supple,
Ja ffier and Belvidera , Cowslip and Lingo, and so on. But pre -
cisely such was the grou ping of the self-creat ed Commitiee ; every
th ing was out of its order , and severed fro m its connexion .

The next work of the Select was to construct the orche stra.
They had given out that it was to hold i a lar ger number of per-
former s than any previous festival. * A journeyman-car penter
an d a two-foot rule would have pro ved the impossibility of this ;
but they scorned all vul gar not ions of square and rule , and seemed
to t hin k that the walls of the Abbey were elastic . Unluckil y, they
were not found so in practice. An orchestra which would place
the band before the view of the audien ces must be situated betwee n
the pillars ; but th is, it was foun d, woul d not hold more than
350 perfo rmers. What was to be done ? The chorus was crowded
into the side-aisles, where they were invisible to nineteen-twe ntieths
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of the audience, and where more than half their power was en-
t irely lost.

And such were the handiworks of this enlightened body. In
every thing that they touched, the marks of incompetency, or the
slirne of j obbing, were visible. But the public knew little and
cared less about the dirt y process by which the affair was carried
on. Probably the daily papers supplied only the information
which those who had an interest in the affair took care to furnish .
The puppet-show is now over, and it is time that the puppet-
movers should be known. This duty we have endeavoured to
discharge ; to strip the whole humbug of its mystery and intrigue
and to let it be known why, how, and wherefore the Royal Mu-
sical Festival was undertaken.

Have we then derived no pleasure from the Festival ? Unqu es-
tionably we have. The band, spite of all jobbing, and the choral
music, spite of all hinderances and impediments, was, occasionally,
grand. Of the principal singers, B rah am alone deserves any
notice, and even he contented himself with the same songs we
have heard him sing every Lent •ratorio Season for thirty years.
Malibran, incomparably the finest singer of sacred music now
living—for great as she is on the theatre, she is still greater when
employed on the impassioned airs of Handel—M alibran, the only
singer able to carry through a Festival of this kind, was not
engaged, though in London. Perhaps she might have displaced
Miss A , or interfered with Miss B , a sufficient reason,
doubtless, for her exclusion . These managers seem to have
thought that a display of mere numerical force was sufficient , for-
getting that fi ft y or five hundred ciphers will not make a single
unit. It was altogether the very worst display of solo sing ing we
ever have heard at a Festival. Even Grisi failed, simply because
the right application of her powers was not regarded. Her range
is a limited one, and the Opera House is her element ; in the
church she falters, gasps, and struggles, like an animal in an
exhausted receiver. A similar display of ignorance pervaded the
cast of most of the pieces—good and bad singers were j oined
together, and English sty le and pronunciation were barbarously
associated with that of Italy. In short , all kinds of blunders,
inconsistencies, and incongruities, were the result of this indecent
and scandalous j ob. Commencing with a dirty intrigue, it has
ended with an explosion of ignorance.
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[In the Notes for last month , during the course of some observat ions on the
disp lay of Tory feeling at the Oxford Commemoration , occurred the fol-
lowing passage :—' The only remark (beyond an occasion al inte rjection
of contempt ) which we have heard from the lips of any Radical on the affair ,
was an expression of re gre t that a place pretending to be the fountain-h ead
of morality and rel igion, should teach its youth to cheer a Lyndhurst and
a "Wynford ; as if the youth of the London University should toss up thei r
hats for Mr. Wakley or Mr. Whittle Harvey. 1 The writer of the Notes
is anxious to state , that , from an unlucky concurre nce of circumstances ,
the above passage went through the pr ess withou t having been seen by
the editor ; and the writer himsel f, on subsequent consideration , feels that
he had no right , even when repeating what was actuall y said by another
perso n , to introduce into a printed discourse the name s of individual s in
connexion with implied reflections upon their moral char acters. On the
subject of the imputations , great or small , merited or unmerited , cur-
rent against any of the four persons mentioned , the write r does not pret end
to know any thing but what the public knows : th at the imputations
existed was all that his argument required , and their existence is so
universa lly notorious , that he did not conceive himself to be adding to
their notoriety by his al lusion. £But no one has a ri ght to pres ume
that his words are of no consequence , when they contribute , in how-
ever slight a degree , to swell a hostile cry against any of his fellow-
creatures ; and the present writer , who, on princi ple, denies that private
life is a fit subject to be made amenable throug h the press to the juris-
diction of the general public , ought not to have lent himsel f to the ex-
ecution of the verdict pronounced by so incompetent a tribunal , even
had that verdict been (what in some of these cases it certainl y is not ,
and in none of them does he know it to be) decided and una nimous.> In
fact , it is when the charges against any perso n become the subject of
inciden tal and curso ry allusion—it is then , and not before , that the bulk of
mankind , who have given little or no attention to the evidence for the
char ges, conclude them to be proved. A writer who permits himself such
allusions, incurs , there fore , a most serious moral respo nsibility ; and no
one ought to do so who has not formed his jud gment on the case with the
care , deliberateness , and solemnity of a judicial act.]

2\st Jv ?ie. The a lleged increase of crime. *—It is recorded that
Kin g Charles the Second , in one of his merry moods , requested the
Royal Society to explain the fact that a fish has no weight when
weighed in its own element. The philoso phers laid thei r heads together ,
and thou ght of a variety of explanations , but forgot to verify the fact
itself, which was a mere invention of the jocular monarch. A similar
blunder appears to us to have been fallen into by the House of Lords
las t ni ght , and by many others among those who occupy themsel ves
w ith public affairs. They are all quarrelling over conflicting theories as
to the causes of the increase of crime , and actual ly debating whethe r
the increase is caused by education ! forgetting, meanwhile , to ascertain
whether crime has increased. We hav e never seen or heard of any
eviden ce of increase which appeared to us deserving of the slightest
regar d. It is aston ishing, not onl y how little pains mankind will tak e
to get at the truth , on matters which are every bod y's conce rn , and not

* This and the following note are those alluded to in ' The Repository ' of last
month u postponed for want of toom.
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theirs peculiarl y, but also how little evidence contents them , in such a
case, as ground for believing assertions the moat deeply implicati ng
the highest interests of their country and of their kind . A somewhat
greater numerical account of commitments or convictions durin g two or
three year a, will pr ove to them , beyond a doubt , that the labou ring
classes are becoming fear full y demoralized ; and if you presu me to
suspend your judgment , and desidera te further proof, you are reputed a
disre garder of * facts.' Facts ! no ; it is not facts we disregard , it is
unfounded inferences from them . Grant tha t convictions have increas ed,
—grant , even, that the increase is permanent and not temporar y, arisi ng
from general and not local causes ; doeB it follow that more crimes are
committed ? May it not be merely that a greater number are detected^or that a greater number are p rosecuted ? Thoug h, perha ps, most
criminals at some period of their career und ergo punishment , the
immense majorit y of crimes go unpunished. It has been calculated by
solicitors , the best authoritie s en such a subject, that in London a youth
who begins busine ss as a thief may reckon upon not less than six years
of impunit y before he is removed by legal process. Here is 4 ample
room and ver ge enough* for a laTge incre ase of conviction s wi thout any
increase of crime.

* Some year s ago a worth y city-magistrate distin guished himself by
extraordinary activit y in the performance of the dutie s of his mayor alty.
He gave , at the same time , a corres ponding energ y to the police of the
city, and the consequence was that a great er num ber of cases by several
hundreds were broug ht before him th an was ever known to have been
investi gate d by any other chief mag istrate . Such is the hab it of looking
to these returns alone ' (the return s of commitmenta and convict ions) ' as
showing the state of crime in any given district , that we have seen it
charged in print , and hear d it mentioned by public men , as a re proa ch
to this magistrate , that more crime had been committed in the city
during his mayoralty than durin g any other. '*

Again , have there been no circumstances to diminish the reluc tance of
injured per sons to prosecute ? Has not the severit y of punishm ents
within the last few years been great ly miti gated ? It it not by an inno-
vation introduced within the last few years , th at prosecutors ar e allowed
their expenses ? Ma ny increased facilities of other kinds have also of
l ate years been afforded to prosecutors and witnesses. Has not a notion
grown up within a few years , (we believe a very false one,) that the in-
cre ased mildness of prison -discipline has made our gaols not only no longer
the dens of horror they were , but places where the prisoner is actu ally too
com fortable , and too well off? and has this opinion no tendenc y to weaken
the scru ples which good men felt about sending a fellow creature thithe r ?
One princi pal chapter of the criminal calendar ,—j uvenile delinq uency,—
has grown up almost entirel y of late years ; not because boys did not
form erly stea l apples, but because formerl y when they stole them they
were whi pped and sent home, while now they ar e prosecuted and sent to
gaol. This chan ge is probabl y owing to increased mildne ss of man-
ners ; men can no longer bear to convert themselven into executioner ^ ;
yet , if there ha ve been any increase of crime , here is as likely a cause

• From an admirable article on Police, by Mr. C bad wick, printed in 1829 , m 
Jperiodical •(« The London Review ') which only reach ed a second number . We tovw

Miinh to see this paper reprinted in a separate form.
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of it as any other : for the child , whom a brief th ough severe punish-
ment immediatel y following the offence might ha\e deterred from a
rep etition of it , usuall y comes out of gaol irreclaimabl y corrupted .

But thou gh there is no sufficient reason to believe th at crime has
increase d , nobod y in his senses can doubt that it will increase , if we do
not car efully watc h and promptl y remove everythin g in our institutions
which operates as an incentive to it. Persevere in the present adminis-
tra tion of the Poor Laws , and the whole of the agricultural population
will , in a few year s, be converted into crimin als. What else can you
look for , when you shall have completel y succeeded in obliter ating from
the minds of the agricultu ral labou rers , all traces of any line of
demarcation between what is theirs , and what is other people's; and
persuaded them that they have a ri ght to whateve r their wants require—
th ey being the best jud ges of their own wants ? Whether crim e have
increas ed or not , the administrati on of the Poor Law s is a grand sou rce
of future increase which must be removed . Another , is the inade quacy
of our police-arran gements ; which have not kept pace with the growth
of wealth and population , but afford less protection to propert y than
any police-system in Euro pe, and that too in the country where there is
most to protect. What wonder , agai n , if crime should be found to in-
crease , when , after grad uall y ceasing to inflict , we have at last ceased
even to threaten , capital punishment , except for a few of the most odious
offences ; while , by the admission of every competent witn ess, from Lord
Liver pool formerl y to Earl Gr ey now, we have no secondar y punish -
ments but what are almost worse than non e at all . Lord Liver pool
admitted the evil and let it alone ; perha ps feeling as Louis the Fi fteenth
did , when he talked of the fine thin gs he would do if he were Minister.
An English Minist er seldom considers himself as Minist er for the pur-
pose of doing any usefu l thing which he is not obl iged to do. Some-
thing better might have been hoped from the pres ent Ministers ; but they
are (we say it without presum ption) too ignorant ; they hav e neither read
enough , nor reflected enough. The most accomplished man among th em ,
without question , is Lord Brou gham ; and is it not trul y dep lorable , after
all that has been given in evidence , and ar gued , and written on the subject,
to find Lord Brou gham still advocatin g the maintenance of trans porta -
tion as a punishment , and Lord Denman supporting him ? Both these
law-lor ds pledge their professional experience that trans portation is
dre aded . Yes ; but by whom ? Trans portation is like death : a ter-
rible punishm ent to the innocent , a most severe one even to th e alm ost
inno cent ; but to the criminal by pro fession, an object of almost ent ire
disre gard .

If the Lord Chancellor will not read Mr. Bentham , or Archbisho p
Wh at ely, or any of the philosophical writers on the theor y of punish-
ment , he can su re ly find time to read a work of less pretension s, Mr.
Wa kefield' s 4 Letter from Jack Ketc h to Mr. Justice Alders un/ a
pamphlet which may be purchased for three pence of Mr. Effin gham
Wilson, and which all who have threepence to spare ought to read .

21 st J une. Debate on the Un iversities Admission Bill.—It is not a
favourabl e symptom of the state of the public min d, when a great
n<>i8e is mad e about little thin gs. What is it that the Dissenters want ?
h it education ? or is it that their sons should herd with lord ** sons ? If
*e form er, they ought to know, and by taking the proper means they
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may know, that Cambrid ge and Oxford are amon g the last places where
any person wishin g for education , and knowin g what it is, would go to
seek it. No one goes to Cambrid ge or Oxford for the education he ex-
pects to find there . The sons of the aristocr acy go because their fath er s
went , and because it is gentlemanl y to have been there. Those who are
to be clergymen go, because it is ver y difficult otherwise to get into
orders . Those who are to be barristers go, because they save two year s
of their apprenticeship by it , and because a fellowship is a consider able
hel p at the outset of their career. No one else goes at all.

One of the most importan t objects, certainl y, with which Parliament or
a Ministry could occupy itsel f, would be to mak e the Universities real ly
places of education ; to clean out those sinks of the narro west and most
grovelling Chur ch-of- Englandism , and convert them into reservoirs of
sound learnin g and genuine spiritual culture. But is this what the
Dissenters are strivin g for ? Nothin g of the sort. The place remainin g
as it is, all they solicit is, permission to subject their children to its per-
nicious influences.

Unless we would become a nation of mere tradesm en, endowed insti-
tutions of education must exist. There must be places where the
teachers can afford to teach other thin gs t han those which parents (who
in nine cases out of ten , think onl y of qualif ying their chi ldren to get
on in life) spontaneous ly call for. There must be places where those
kind8 of knowled ge and culture , which hav e no obvious tendency to better
the fortunes of the possessor , but solely to enlarg e and exalt his moral and
intellect ual nature , shall be, as Dr. Chalmers expresses it, obtruded
upon the public. And these places must be so constituted , that they
shall be looked up to by the public ; that parents who are too narrow-
minded to see of themselves what is good, shall believe it to be good
because it is there tau ght. In order that bene fits which we estimate so
highly may not be lost ; in order that the means may still be preserved
of maintain ing places of education , which shal l not be the subservient
slaves of the opinions and desire s of the vul gar—we would hav e tho se
mean s rescued from the hands of men who render the ver y idea of re-
sisting the spirit of the age at once odious and contemptible—me n who
diffe r from their age chiefl y by wan tin g its good points ; who combine
the worldl y spirit of the presen t times with the indolence of monks,
and the bigotry and sectarianis m of two centuries ago. The first scholar
in Great Britain , and the onl y clergyman of the Church of Eng lan d
who has acquired a Euro pean reputation , has just been ejected from his
lecturesh ip in the most liberal college of the most liberal of the two
Universities , for asserting in a printed pam phlet , that the Univers ity
does not give reli gious education ; an assertion which every member of
the University knows to be true. And Dissenters would send their sons
to be educated by th ese men ! Rather , if their sons had been alr eady
there , they ought to have indi gnantl y with drawn them .

But the degrees of the Universities are of importance foT professional
pur poses. Be it so: there , the n, lies the evil ; there app ly your rem edy.
Abolish the monopoly of the Universities. Until public opinion shall
hav e ri pened for a reform in the places themselves, the law wh ich
should be enacted l>y Parliament is not one for admittin g Dissenters to
degrees , but one for renderin g degrees no longer necessar y for the en-
joyment of any civil privileges. The title for exercisin g a pro fession
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should be a good education , wheresoever acquired : not the fact of hav-
ing been educated at a certain place , least of all at a bad place. The
certifi cates of Oxford and Cambrid ge should pass current onl y at their
intr insic val ue ; and thos e of ever y other place of education should do
the same.

Tn the debate last night , Mr. Ewart , of Liver pool, an active and
valuable Member of Parliam ent , had the coura ge to say that the educa-
tion of our hi gher ranks is bel ow tha t of some other countries. This
notorious truth havin g excited a murmur , Mr. Ewart defended himself
by the instance of German y, and by rather an unfortuna te one , that of
the United States. We have al ways understood that in Ameri ca there
is still less of sound literar y and philosophical instructi on than even
here , and that the superiorit y of th at country consists in the superior
educat ion of the poorer classes , not of the ri cher. Mr. Ewart mi ght
have said * German y and France /

If Mr. Ewart exhibi ted one kind of coura ge, two members for
Universities exhibited another kind. Mr. Estcourt held up Oxford and
Cambr id ge as the two great causes of the prevalence of Ch ristianit y in
thi s kingdom. • He would say, Do not disturb us ; allow us to go on
as we have done , launchin g into the world young men per fectly capable
of carr ying that reli gion into every relation of life.' Mr. Goulburn
adj ured every parent , who had sent his son to a Universit y, to ' reflect
what he (the son ) mi ght have been , had not his passions been subdued
by daily and regular devotion. ' This is rather a bold offe r to let the tre e
be judged by its fruits. Will Mr. Estcourt 's and Mr. Goulburn 's con-
stituents bear out their representatives in this challen ge ? Will they
allow judgment to pass upon the Universities accordin g to the practical
regard paid by the majo rit y of the pup ils to Christian ity, considered as
enjoining them to su bdue what Mr . Goulburn is com plimentar y enoug h
to call their * passions ? f Solvuntu r risu tabulce. We ad mit that those
venerable places succeed in insp iring the youn g men with hi ghl y
friendl y feelings toward s reli gion , in common with the other institu -
tions of the State , and a ver y proper respect for the Deity , as one of the
constitu ted authorities.

itk Jul y. The Chance llor 's Declaratio n aga inst (he Ta oces on Po li-
tica l Inf ormation.—A good aim (how often it has bee n rema rked ) is
seldom lost ; if the good object aimed at be not furthered , some other of
perhaps equal value is so. Mr. O'Connel l's motion for the Teform of the
'aw of libel will be the destruction of the taxes on knowled ge. That
question , after being discussed and apparentl y lost for the session , was
referred to the Commi ttee on the Law of Li bel. Lord B rou crham attended
that Committee as a witness , and said and unsaid all manner of liberal
*nd ultr a-liberal th ings on the libel question ; but when i nterro gated as
to the taxes on newspjJJ )ers and political tracts , he delivered a firm ,
steady, and welUrft aamied opinion in condemnation of them . Last night
«e repeated this opinion in the House of Lord s, and intimated his inten-
ti on of brin ging the subject be fore Parliam ent. There is little doubt
that these taxes will be taken off at the beginnin g of the next session ;
for th is is one of the subjects on which there is reason to believe the
Chancellor to be reall y in earnest ; and we see that He now considers
"ie time to be come for carr y ing his opinion into effect.

There will now, therefore , be vastl y gre ater facilities than were ever
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before know n for the diffusion of important tr uth amon g the people, and
also of mischievous error. But up to this time error has had the field
to itself. Truth will now, for the first time, have its natural chances of
superi ority. In the immensel y increased number of re aders which will
be the effect of the cheapness of newspaper s and political trac ts, any
writers of talen t may hope , whatever be their sentiments , to find the
quantity of support necessar y for a moderate degre e of success,, without
pr ostitutin g themselves to the hired advocacy of the opinion s in vogue.

bth Jul y. The I rish Tithe Bill.—This will not do. Sir Rober t
Peel last ni ght uttered a sentiment which is the bitterest censure upon
many of the acts of the present Ministry :—' Of all the vul gar acts of
government to which a Ministry can resort , the solvin g of political dif-
ficulties by puttin g their hands into the public purse is the most vulgar. '
That is the art by which the Min istry are attemptin g to solve the diffi -
culty of Irish tith e.

For centurie s the English oligarch y have billette d their own priesth ood
upon a hostile nation , until that nation positivel y will not bear the insult
and injury one hour longer. No appeal to reason , justice, or even the
fear of ultimate consequences , has been hearkened to. The Irish hav e,
therefore , taken the only mean s which were left them ; they re fuse to
pay. The English oligarch y, Wh ig and Tory, throu gh their organ
Lord Grey, and throu gh all their other organs, proclaim that this is all
the fault of agitators ; that the Irish would have gone on paying the
hostile priesth ood for ever , if it had not been for O'Connell ; and that
O'Conneli is a demon , for having, on their own showing, accomp lished
what no person recorded in histor y ever did without being repute d by
posterity a hero. After having thus exhaled unavailin g resentment
against O'Conne ll, the Ministry proceed to give up to him the object he
contends for. The tithe is no Jon ger to be appropri ated exclusively to
the use of the un-I rish Church. But it is not convenient to majce up
their minds this year , to what pur pose it shall be appropriated. JR^r the
sak e of six month s' ease to Ministers , two-fi fth s of the tit he are to he
flung away. If the landlords will onl y be eo good as to collect it for
us, th ey may keep fort y per cent., and we will only ask them for the
rema ining sixty. This is rather a lar ge discount to give for pre sent
payment.

Wh y so eager to save all we can this year , as if next year the whole
would hav e evaporated , or fallen into the sea ? The entire produc e of
the land will be the re next year as well as this year , and may be laid
hold of by taxation then as well as now , for any pur pose to which the
sentiments of the peop le are not violentl y opposed . If the new appro-
priation meditate d for next year be of n kind not obnoxious to the people,
the whole tith e will be as readil y paid b y them as th re e-fifths of it. If
the contrar y be the case, it will be as impossible to lev y three-f ifth s, or
even one-fi fth, as the whole . It is notto the tithe , as tithe , that the Ir ish
people object , but to the payment of it to a hostile priesthood . Let that
cease, and you may secure the whole fund with ease. Let that con-
tinue , even one year longer , and you will never , durin g the curren cy of
existing leases, realize another faultin g. In any sense it is absur d,
permanentl y, arid und er the pled ge of the national faith , to aband on to
the land lords two-fifths of what they will gai n in thei r rents , on the ex-
pirati on of the pre sent leases, by the abolition of tithe. What har m if n°

594 Notes on the Newsp ap ers.



I tit he at all is paid this year ? Wai t till the next. To support the in-
( cumb ents for one year , there will be no difficulty in raisin g a sum by loan
i on the securit y of the future fund.

18/^ Jul y.  The Ministerial Changes.—The minist ry has lost its
chief, and is about to go on with little other al teration. The chan ge,
however , is not a trifl ing one. The occasion seems insi gnifican t, com-
par ed with the magnitu de of the result ; but so seemed the division on
the Civ il List , which turned out the Wellin gton Ministry. In both cases ,
what seemed the cause was but the pebble in the ro ad , which shook to
pieces the alread y crazy vehicle.

Lord Grey could not long remain Minister after the Reform Bill. He
was the man to carry throu gh a Reform Bill , not the man to execute it.
We say this not in disparagement , but , on the cont rary, with the most
unfeigned respect. Lord Grey is a far braver man , a loftier man , a
man of greater dignity of character , with more of the heroic in his compo -
sition , than any member of what is now the Mini str y, or than all of them
put together. But he is of the old school ; they ar e willing to be of the
new. Lord Grey has princ iples, they are men of shifts and circu m*
stances ; but his princi ples are unfi t for these times , and he cannot
change them. He is the very man he was in 1789. Age has neither
corru pted him nor broug ht him wisdom *

When Lord Grey , in earl y youth , adopted Reform princi ples, the
people of Eng land were mostly sat isfied with the mai n features of their
institutions , and complained only of extrava gant ex penditure and a few
superficial abuses . If Reform had been carried at that time , these would
have been remed ied, and the social machine generall y would have re*
mained untouched. The people would not have had thei r eyes opened to
the great and rap idl y-increasing vices of their social polity in general .
Gover nment would have been cheap and bad ,, and so it would have
remai ned unti l the mere progre ss of philosophy, unaided by any pre -
vious^tlienat ion of the people from the rulin g- classes, had convinced
them of its defects. This might have require d centuries. Tiroes are
al tered now ; but Lor d Gre y is still o( the same mind. He still sees no
evils in our social condition , but those which the people then saw ; and if
he had his way , Reform would now lead to no consequences but those to
whi ch it would then have led. But fift y ye ars of public discontent ,
though they have made no changes in Lord Grey 's opinions , have made
a wonderf ul revol ution in those of mankind. The people are now pos-
sessed with an opinion that their institu tions , en masse, are in many
res pects bad , and a cause of evil to them. Lord Grey partl y perce ives
and recognises as a fact , the prevalence of this new opinion , but withou t
any perce ption of its justice ; and his object—his conscientious object—
is to preve nt the new opinion from having its way ; to stem the current
which has set in towards change . A man who thus resists the jus t and
necessary tendencies of his times is not fit to be Minister. It may be
very fit that those tendenc ies should be moderate d, but by their friends ,
not by their enemies.

Lord Grey has recent ly, in a most forcible manner , expressed his sense
of the folly of those who resist ' the spirit of the age ; ' nor would he
have opposed any obstinate or ra sh resistan ce to that spirit ; but being
&t hear t its foe, he would have done his utmost to discountenanc e it,
aod would have embroil ed himself with it in his own despite ; as this
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very affair of the I rish Coerci on Bill , which has broken up the Ministr y,
exemplifies.

It was believed , even before the late discl osures , that the ren ewal of
the Coercion Bill had been forced upon the other Membe rs of the
Cabinet by Lord Grey. It is well known that to Lord Grey are to be
attributed all the foolish ebul litions of the Ministry , in King's Speeches
and otherwise , against Mr. O'Connell. This could not but be. Iris h
agitation and Mr. O'Connell , mvst appear in a quite other light to
Lord Gre y than to Reform ers of a less anti quat ed school. To others
they may seem the except ionable , and even dangerous , but most effica-
cious, instruments of the accomp lishment of a great public good : to
him they cannot but appear as noxious influences , which , by brin ging a
countr y to the verge of anarch y, force upon Parl iament the adoption of
measure s, which , althoug h j ustifiabl y conceded to necessity , are in them-

* selves wholly to be deprecated. Let Mr. O'Connell be what he will , to us
he is the enemy of evil , to Lord Grey he is the enemy of good . Lord

^
Gre y therefore regard s him with aversion , and would pass Coercion Bills

^b restrain his operations. The other Ministers perhaps think no bette r
of the man , but they probabl y think quite as much good as evil of the
effects of his infl uence .

In losing Lord Grey the Cabinet has lost the gre ater part of such
weight of personal reputation as it possessed ; it will now have little
strength , save that which it may derive from its measures . We fear it
has lost most of its real strength of char acter also ; it will now be a
mere straw on the surface of the waters ; it will drift forward with the
current , or backward with the edd y ; it will be more afraid of the people,
but also more afraid of the Peers. In Lord Grey, what seemed fear of
the Peers was, we believe sincerel y, fear for the Peers ; he could not
bear th at their obstinac y should ruin them ; he thre w himself betwe en
them and the people, and spared them the shock of a conflict with public
opinion , by bearin g the brunt of it himsel f. The present Ministers will
do nothing of tliis sort. Truckle to the Lords they may, if the people
will let them ; but (except Lord Lansdowne and perha ps one other at
most) we doubt if there is a man amon g them who, if he thoug ht cir-
cumstances required it , would not turn tne whole order out of door s
without a pang.

The people, therefore , have their cause in their own hands. Let
them make it less trouble to quarrel with the Lords than with them , and
their object , whatever it be, will quite surely be gained .

23d Jul y.—Lord Brougha m's Spe ech on the Poor Law Amendment
Bill.—We have never studied to direct the reader 's attent ion to the
infirm ities of individuals ; and we are least of all inclined to dwell upon
those of the Lord Chancellor ; because , with many weakness es, and
even some littlenesses , we believe him to have hi gher and better asp ira-
tions , and a more genuine sympath y with mankin d , than any other man
in power , or who has held power in Eng lan d for many years. We
shall there fore , of all his recent exhibitions in the House of Lord* (by
which he little knows how grievousl y he has lost ground in public
estimation ,) confine ourselves to the most recent , that on the Poor
Law Bill ; and to this we shall advert solely for the pur pose of discon-
necting that Bill fro m the speculative opinions in disapprobat ion o>
Poor Laws in general , with which Lord Broug ham , on his own
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Gowing most unnecessaril y, and as we conceive most mischie vously,
might pr oper to encumbe r it. As might have been expected , the
wantag e thus given has been eagerl y seized by the enemies of the
ililL ' The Times9 exclaims , that the truth has come out at last , and
aat the real object of the Poor Law reformers is now visible.
Whet her ' The Times' asserts this factiousl y or ignorantl y, it is probable
aat many, who have no opportun ity of being bette r inform ed, will share
ne impr ession .

Now, if th ere be any thin g which may be predicated with certainty of
ite Poor Law Bill it is this , that if carried into effect in the spirit in
Ihich it is conceived , it will leave no excuse whate ver for attem pting to
Polish Poor Laws. It affo rd s the mean s by which society may guarant ee
isubsibte nce to every one of its members , without pro ducin g any of the
iital consequences to their industr y and prudenc e, which though
rising only from the manner in which the law has been admini stered ,
me been erroneo usly supposed to be inseparable from its pri nciple.

We hold a public provision for the poor to be an indispensa ble part
tf tbe institu tion s of every civilized countr y. To put the least dignified
tonsideration first , it is necessar y even as par t of a system of police ; for
if here such a provision does not exist , there must be unbounded tolera-
iion of mendicit y, the very worst species of pauper ism next to that which
iow exists in the southern counties of England. Besides, it is impos-
ible to refuse to an innocent person in wan t, tha t subsistence which you
vili be obliged to afford to him as soon as he becomes a criminal .
Let mere povert y be attended with consequences equal to the most ter-
ible of your punishments , and the chances of crime will be preferred to
he certaint y of star vation .—Secondl y, Poor Laws are necessar y on still
igher grounds of public policy ; as the only mean s by which an alliance
an be establishe d between the pecuniary interest of the rich and the
omfort and independence of the poor. —Lastly, Poor Laws are required
v the plainest dictates of justice ; since it is monstrous that human
reat ure s, who exercised no choice in being born , should be starved for
ie fault of their progenitors . There is food enough on the earth for all
too are alive, and society has motives, short of capital punishment , by
hich it can enforce, when enforce it must , any necessary restraint upon
ie incr ease of the numbers of mankind .
The Anti-ppor -jaw doctrine is now almost unive rsall y exploded among

olitical economist s, though political econ omy still continues to be most
njustl y bur thened with the discredit of it, and thoug h Lord Brou gham
wibtless thought he proved himself a master in the science by pro fessing
ne of its ^discarded err ors. Of the prudence of perkin g in the faces of
ankind opinions abhorrent to them , on an occasion when those
unions were perfectl y irrelevan t, we say noth ing, as we thin k with
Fhe Chr onicle,' that statesmen are not to be ver y severel y reproach ed for
pari ty ; and we are well pleased to find that Lord Brou gham , after so
*»y years of public life, has at las t, for once , lain under that reproach.
23rf Ju ly.—The Rich and the Poor.—A certain Major Pitman, a
•gistr ate of the county of Devon, havin g been convicted before a
^ch of magistrates in Petty Sessions, of a series of most bruta l
vaults, committed , with scarce ly any pr ovocation , upon his maid-^ant , accompani ed with the grossest and most disgusting abu se, and
\"o lh.\ ~ 

2 U

The Rlc/i and the Poor. 597



continued throu gh two days ; the following was the decision of th e
Bench :

4 From the very difficult situation in which we are placed with a
brother magistrate , we could have wished that we had not had the case
to decide. The Court , howe ver , is unanim ousl y of opinion that this case
is not of suff icient imp ortance to be sent to the Sessions ; they do con-
sider the assault p roved , and do adjudicate the full penal ty of ji ve
pounds to be paid by the defendant .'

Assuredl y all person s in Eng land , of whatever sex or age, who hap-
pen to be weak of body, hav e abund ant reason to be gratefu l for the
mildness and hum anit y of modern manners ; for it is now proclai med to
the world tha t any person of property and station , who is sufficientl y a
brute in his own. nature , and is not ashamed of being considere d so by
others , may beat and kick his female servan ts to any pitch , short of
dan ger to life or limb, and may insul t them with any degree of con-
tume ly, without incurrin g from the justice of his country the slightest
inconvenience. Suppose that this girl had a brother , or a lover , who
had resented the injur y to her , let us say only by knockin g down the
wretch who committed it; was there a man on that Bench who would
not have thou ght him most lenientl y dealt with by being sent for only
a month to the tread-mill ? And these dasta rdl y creatures would be the
foremost , probabl y, to invei gh against the insubordination and against
the immoralit y of the poor. Wh y, if the Eng lish people, being a brave
people, were not also a most obedient , peaceable , and moral people,
these men would not hav e dar ed show th emselves in the streets without
an escort of soldiers after delivering such a jud gment.

The ' Chron icle' says it cannot doubt th at the matter will be investi-
gated , and that if the facts stated are correct , Major Pitman will be
dismissed from the magistrac y* Alas ! no. Who ever heard of a
magistrate dismissed for oppressing the poor , or tyran nizing over the
weak ? It is not for such trifl es, th at Chancellor s and Hom e Secretar ies
vvill be uncivil to a gentlema nly man . If Major Pitman had even done
any thin g reall y  ungentlem anl y ; if he had re fused to pay a gaming
debt , or shown the white feather in an affair of honour ; even then ,
thou gh a minister might cut him , no minister would think of tu rning
him out of the Commission of the Peace . lie would retain the power of
imprisoning and transportin g his fellow creature s until he happ ened to
be han ged or trans ported himself.

But these things will not last much longer. Ever y such occurre nce
is but another kick to the ball which is rushing down hill with perp etu-
all y increasi ng velocity. The magistrac y of England, with the rest of
our aristocratic instituti ons , will , in a few years , have ceased to be.

27th Jul y. F logging in the A f r ny.—The late disgusting exhibit ion at
Charing Cross Barracks has excited a feeling in the publi c, which has
compelled the Secretar y at War to promise that a commission shall be
issued to revise the whole of our military system. In the speech i«
which he made this announ cement , Mr. Ellice declared that since public
opinion has so greatl y restricted the punishment of flogging, military
discipline has great ly relaxed ; that acts of insubordination have become
much more frequent than be fore , and that in the last year one- fi fth °'
the whole army have been subjected to charges of different kind s. *T' ie

598 Notes on the Newspap ers .



Examiner f hints that there has been another cause of the relaxa tion of
iiscipline * that a spirit of hatred between the soldiers and the people
ias been sedulousl y cultivate d by their officers :—

1 We suspect that the truculent spiri t boastfull y manifested by the
officer s towards the people has had some effect on the actions of the men.
Milita r y outrage s against the people have been looked upon by the
iffice rs with an indul gent eye, and hence, doubtless , an increas e of such
jffences ; and misconduct in one direction begets misconduct in another ,
ind the soldier who has spurned the civil law, under a superior provoking
he transg ression which he seems to chide , soon ventures to tres pass
ilso against the militar y law. We could mention cases in which tnere
nas been mixed a violation of militar y and civil law , and in -which the
wrong against the people seems to have redee med, in the eyes of the
nilitar y jud ges, the infraction of military rule , for the punishment allotted
n con sideration of both offen ces has been far short of what it would in
ill probability have been had the militar y offence been unmin gled with
he other. We have put a question thus to militar y men : What would
>e the puni shment of a party drunk on their march , who used their
roop- horses for the sport of women picked up on the road side ?—And
he sentence supposed in the answer has far exceeded the punishment
rhich was actuall y awarded in such a case—with this (excusing) addi -
ion , that the sword was drawn upon people who manifested their disgust
1 the most indecen t and brutal conduc t. The remark which will not
vant examples in various quarters is this—th at offences against the
liscipline of the arm y, which would be severe ly punished if solely
)ffences against discipline, are more lenientl y dealt with if mixed up
nth offences against the laws of the land. The people of the lower part
if Westminster will bear testimon y to the truth of this observ ation . But
here is not only an indul gence for militar y riot at the expense of the
mblic peace, but a direct defiance of the civil law is occasionall y taught
o the soldiery ; thus a command ing office r latel y ordered the barrack -
[ates to be closed against a constable with a warrant for the apprehen -
ion of one of the privates. Whatever insubordination there now is in
be arm y, is the natural effect of the spirit and countenanc e of its officers
ince the agitati on of the Reform Bill. The license of the soldier y
>as extended , as license always will do, beyon d the intenti on of those
riio were pleased to relax discipline for a particular object.'

We fear there is much truth in these remarks. But we conceive that
he root of the matter lies still deeper. It is a vice inherent in an arm y
r a nav y exclusivel y officered by gentlemen , that the soldier s and sailors
mat be treated like brutes. If indeed the commandin g officer be a
>an to whom those under him can look up with reverence , that reve-
ence render s his mere displeasure so severe a punishment , that he is
We to dispense with corpor al torture. Nelson needed it not , nor Col-
ngwood , nor Sir Alexander Ball ; and never were ships' crews bo
hnir abl y disciplined as theirs. Whether in a reg imen t, a ship, or a
-hool , those onl y govern by torture who have not the virtue necessary
)r gover ning by personal influence. When the scour ge is needed , it is
w*ys the fau lt and often the crime of the superior. But from almost
1 superiors , faults , and from many , crimes , are to be expected . No
my or nav y is officered with Nelsons and Collin gwoods. These were
r  ̂ men. The discipline of an arm y or nav y cannot be left dependent
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upon the qual ities of individual men ; it must be provided fur by th e
general system of militar y and naval reward s and punishmen ts .

Now rewa rds , in the English army, ther e are none ; for no soldier
can rise beyond the rank of a serg eant As for punishments , for th e
greater militar y offences onl y three are possible : 1st, The offender
must be shot ; or , 2dly, Flogged ; or , 3dly, Dismissed from the service.
Now this last , which in almost all other armies is a punish ment of
extrem e severity , with us is a reward. The soldier is but too happy to
get his discharge , and would commit offences pur posely for a ver y slight
chance of obtaini ng it. Until this is remedied , discipline in the arm y
never can by possibil ity be kept up but by shooting or flogging. The
men will be either shot , flogged, or undisci plined , until dismissal from
the army shall be a punishment and not a pr ivilege : and a privile ge it
will be until the pay of the common soldier be raised beyond what any
taxes which the Brit ish people will pay afford the mean s of, or unti l, as
in France or Prussia , every common soldier shal l have the possibility
before him of risin g to be colonel of his regiment.

Now, as the people of England hav e neither the passion of equ ality
which distin gui shes the French , nor the passion of j ustice which has
hitherto distinguishe d no nation , this most desirable result will only be
brou ght about throug h the passion of humanity ; which, by not allowing
soldiers to be either shot or flogged , will compel recourse to the only
means of government fit for rational beings ; and will secure , at length ,
for that important portion of the people the pr ivileges of men , by not
toleratin g that they should any longer be treated like brutes. We there -
fore rejoice from our souls that the pub lic loathing at the prac tice of
flogging is becoming too intense to be resisted , and we most earnestl y
hope that every word which fell from Mr. Eilice on the insubordina tion
of the army is literall y tr ue. We trust that the army is, and will progre s-
sively become more and more undisc iplined , until the time comes when
from sheer necessity , on the failur e of all other means of keeping the
soldiers in subjection , the oligarc hy must perforce loose their hold of
what will be the last and most cherished of their monopolies. They will
part with it as with their life's blood , but ere many years shall have
passed over their heads , they may rely upon it , it will be theirs no
longer.
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CRITICAL NOTICES.

Origines Biblicce. By C. T. Beke. Vol. I.
This volume is prefaced by a declaration that the author has voluntaril y
kep t himself in ignorance of the mass of valuable material s for his
researches which exists in the writin gs of the Germ an divines , becaus e
he holds the heresie s of those divines in horror ; and also tha t his
knowled ge of their opinions * has been derived , not from any strict
investi gation of the subject, but from the casual perusal of the current
English literature/ When we add that he proce eds on the assumption
of the inspired infallibi lity of every verse of the Old Testament in all
matters of histor y, genealogy, geography, &c., we shall probabl y have
said enough to make most ratio nal persons despair of derivin g much
instruction from his 4 researches in primeval histor y/ But if they do,
they will be in error. Withi n the limits which he prescribes to himsel f,
the au thor displays much independence of thought and diligence of
research. He has lightened many obscurities , and made some d is-
coveries , in the earl y histor y of mankind ; and mooted questions which
well deserve to be thoroug hly discussed. It will be rather a startlin g
proposition to many readers , that the Israeli tes never were in Egypt
(properl y so called) ; and that the river on which Moses was exposed
was not the Nile , but the Wady  Gaza , a small stream near Gaza .
A very plausible case is however made out against the identifi cation of
the Mitzraim of scripture with the Egypt of pro fane history , in spite of
all tran slators, from the Seventy downwards . In the next volume be
promises to sketch the history of this empire of Mitzr ai m, which vanished
so entirel y even from the ancient world. He deserves at least the
impartia l attention of biblical students .

An Essay towards an easy and useful System of Logic. By Robert
Blakey.

Som e useful observations may be found in this wor k , but as a whole it
wants precision , clearn ess, and consistency. It is very imperfect , either
as a descri ption , or a specimen , of that greate st of all arts , the art of
reasoning.

Geograp hical Questions and Exercis es, By Richard Chambers .
An Introdu ction to Arithmetic. By the Same.

Th ese little book s h ave gone throug h severa l editions , and deserv e to
go th rou gh several more . They are very convenient for tlie pur pose
to which they are immediate ly direc ted , and convey besides a wonderful
'luantum of information incidentall y. Every examp le , in arithmetic , is
toa de the occasion of imparting Bomc port ion of historical , geogra phical ,
°r other instruction .
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The Radical Peerage.

A brief peera ge, but a plain and tru e one , and the cheapest we have ever
seen. It contains a rap id sketch of the legislative history of the Lor ds
with accounts , not ver y flatterin g, of the ori gin of some of the most
conspicuous privileged families . Such a pam phlet as this would , if
anytnin g could , sham e those who , even yet , try to corru pt childr en 's
minds, on the very threshold of history , by stories of virtue rewa rd ed
and hereditar y patriotism.

Mora l Instruction , addresssed to the Working Classes, Part I.

* Ori gin and benef icial effects of Sunda y-schools ; impor tance of moral
instruction to young persons ; advanta ges of knowled ge ; dut y of being
serviceable to each other ; propriety of conduct , and the duti es of
apprentice s and servants ; amusements ; dil igence ; obedience ; honesty ;
truth and sincerit y :' these are the topics discussed in this publicat ion,
which consists of ' lessons which were actuall y emp loyed , between thi rt y
and forty years ago, for the mental and moral improv ement of the
working classes at Birming ham / They have , no doubt , aided in the
production of the desired effect . The opera tives of that town have been
essentiall y benefite d by the School Society, in connexion with which
these plain and sensible lectures were delivered. An admirable pecu-
liarit y of those Sunda y-schools was, th at their influence was prolon ged
into after life, and they were mad e to furnish their own succession of
teachers out of those who had enjoyed their advantages as pup ils.
This arran gement , combined with the peculiar aptitude of Mr. Luckcock
and others interested in them , made them an instrument of good, incom-
parabl y more efficien t than the feeble and generall y sectari an institution
which the term Sunday -school is employed to describe.

Polit ical Christianity.
This is one of the best collections of facts , which are accompanied with
suitable and spirite d reasonin gs, on the reli gious condition of Ir eland ,
that we have seen. Its object is set forth in a descri ptive title-pag e, as
follows : • State Patronage and Government Support , in National Esta-
blishments of Religion , not only ineffective as a means of propagating
divine truth , but pernicious to the Nation , and obstructive to the progress
of Scri ptural Religion ; illustrated in the Political , Ecclesiastica l, and
Educational Statistics of Ireland/ Althou gh only a pamphlet of 136
pages, this publication contains a mass of historical matter , relat ive to
the Catho lic and Protestant Church es of Ireland , the Presb yteria ns, and
minor sects, the various charitable in stitutions for education , and th eir
present condition and influence : all lucidl y presen ted , and demanding
alike the conside ration of the legislature and the public. The 4 C hap ter
of Conclusions , in tabul ar form / is particularl y strik ing ; nor can th e
accounts of the actu al workin gs of the education societies be rea d with-
out stron g interest.
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The Book of Aphorisms .
I Most of th ese ap horisms are meant to be witty, and man y of them are
]hu morous. Truisms and fal sisms are ver y impartial ly blended . There
iis much smart twaddlin g and twaddlin g smartness , intermixed with
I bet ter stuff . Very sound is the seventy-first aphorism : ' The most dif-
i ncult thin g in th e world is to talk good nonsense ;' nor is it stran ge that
the author of 675 aphoris ms, * all written in the evenings of September ,
1832, for the pur pose of whilin g awa y a few idle hours / should not
have always succeeded , either in sense or nonsense. Still the book will
do very well for an afternoon in the post-chaise pocket. The last
aphorism is, ' Next to the Bible , the best book in the world is the Book
of Aphorisms. ' We beg, on beha lf of the Jewish and Christi an revela-
tions , to return thanks for the exception .

Critical Notices. G03

Statistics of the United Sta tes. By T. J. Tredwa y.
Al very useful book for emigrants , or those who think of becomin g so.
The compiler is a native and residen t American , who has devoted man y
years to the topograp hy of the State s ; and , so far as we can ju dge from
the work itself , he has performed his task with impartialit y and dili gence.

Illus trations of the Bible. By Westall and Martin. Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4.
Eight wood-cuts for a shilling, fro m the production s of such masters , is
certainl y renderin g the fine ar ts cheap enoug h, go far as quantit y is
concerned . The question of qualit y is, however , of much more impor-
tanc e. The first number disappointed us ; we believe part ly from our
not being favoured with good impressions; with the subsequent num-
bers we have been highly gratified. In most cases the wood has done
its duty adm irabl y, and the pictorial effect is satisfactori ly realized. The
merits of the designs cannot be discussed in the limits of a notice ; th ey
are such as the names of the painter s will sufficientl y avouch.

Biographical Sketches of Em inent Artists. By John Gould.
Mr . John Gould appears to be a dili gent compiler , and so far as this
qualification goes, his book is meritor ious and useful. We cannot praise
his sty le or his philosophy ; and an alphabetica l index to an alphabetical
dictionar y , is a sheer waste of paper.

I?Echo de Paris . By M. A-P. Lepage.
iVa much as a book can teach an English learner , of familiar con versa-
tion in French , may be acquired from this book. How much that is, or
»f how much use, is a different question.

Birmingham and its Vicinity . By W. H awkes Smith . Nos. 1 and 2.
2s. 6d. each.

^ll our large town s, and our manu facturing or commercial districts ,
J fcoulcl promp tl y imitate this spirited publicat ion ; the agr icultural dis-
[ricts may be allowed to follow more slowl y. Mr. Hawkes Smith has



started a new species of topogra phy, and such an one as , being in har-
mony with the present condition and tendencies of society, ought to
become popu lar. His work is tru ly * Birm ingham Illustrated / Besides
a diligentl y-compiled account of the geology of the neighbourho od ,
and the manufactures of the town , with many curious particular s of local
history and manners , and some well-engraved views, plates of machinery,
&c, we have a large collection of orn amental card s of merchant s and
tradesm en, which , while they serve the homelier pur pose of advertisem ent s,
are al so, many of them , very gratif ying specimens of art and taste.
The author has added to the obli gations , intellectual and political , wh ich
the country alread y owes to the men of Birmin gham.

The Modern Cambist. By W. Tate.
A Comp le te. System of Commercial Arith met ic. By W. Tate , jun .
An Appe ndix to Commercia l Arithmetic. By W. Tate , jun.
These thre e publications are by a fath er and son, the keepers of a com-
mercia l academ y, f or which they seem, by these works , to be well quali-
fied . The three together are enou gh to set up any youth for the
counting- house.

Wm. HowitVs Abridgment of his Popular Histo ry of Priestcraf t.
I s. 6d.

A real abridgment, i. e., the same matter in an abbreviated and con-
densed form ; an abrid gment made with the bra ins and not with the
scissors ; and which may be re garded as a good result from the piratical
and mechanical publication which occasioned it , and which deserves all
the author 's reprobation.

The Merchant and Mechan ic. By a Lad y.
Another number , an d a capital one , of the c Illustrations of Social De-
pravit y/ of which our approbation lias been al read y expressed . The
inte grit y and coura ge shown in this cheap series are highl y honourab le
both to the writers and the publishers. We hope the workin g classes
will re ad them with the confidence they deserve. Whoever the lady
may be to whom we are indebted for this tale , she is plentifull y endowed
with what is called ' masculine intellect , ' and deserves well of her own
sex, and therefore of the world .

ICh&re is a lette r for Kat hleen at our office ; will she send , or forward her addres s.
J. Y. touat , with all our respect for him, excuse our insertin g mere protest s against

our own opinions.
We cannot do what T. asks ; but hav e done what we could in anoth er dire ction
J. is intende d for insertion.
The review of Deontol ogy next month.
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