
{Continued f rom p. 511.)
Histor y is interestin g under a two- fold aspect ; it has a scientif ic
in terest , and a moral or biograp hic inte rest. A scientifi c, inas-
much as it exhibits the genera l laws of th e moral universe actin g
in circums tances of complexity, an d ena bles us to trace the
connexion between great effects and their causes. A moral or
biogra phic interest , inasmuch as it repr esents to us the characters
and lives of huma n beings , and calls upon us , accordi ng to their
deservi ngs or to their fortun es, for our symp at hy, our admiration ,
or our censure .

Now, without enterin g at present , more than to the extent of a
few ward s, into the scientif i c aspect of the histor y of the French
Revolu tion , or stopp ing to define the place which we would assign
to it as an event in unive rsal histor y, we need not fear to declare
utterl y un qualified for estimating the French Revolution ^ ati y one
who looks upon it as arising from causes peculiarl y French , or
otherwise than as one turb u lent passage in a progressive revo-
lution embracin g the whole human race . All political revoluti ons ,
not effected by fore ign conquest , ori ginate in moral rev olutions.
The subversion of established institutions is merel y one conse-
quence of the previous subversion of established op inions. The
hundred political revolut ions of the last th ree centuries were but
a few outward man ifestations of a moral revolution , which dates
from the great breakin g loose of the human faculties commonl y
described as the ' rev ival of letters ,' and of which the main instru-
ment and agent was the invention of pr intin g. How much of the
course of that moral revo lution yet remains to be run , or how man y
political revolutions it will yet generate before it be exhauste d , no
one can foretell. But it must be the sha llowest view of the
French Rev olution , which can now consider it as an y thin g but a
mere inciden t in a great change in man himself , in his belief , in
his princi ples of conduct , and there fore in the outward arran ge-
ments of society ; a change which is but hal f completed , and
which is now in a state of more rap id progress here in En gland ,
than any where else?>

Now if this view fee jus t, which we must be content for the
present to assume , sure ly for an Eng lish historian , writin g at
th is particular time concernin g the French Revolution , t here
was somethin g pressing for consideration of greater interes t and
importance than the degr ee of praise or blame due to the few
individuals who , with more or less of consciousness what they
were about , ha ppened to be personall y imp licated in that strife of
the elements.

But also, if , feeling his inca pacit y for treatin g histor y from the
scientific point of view, our author thinks fit to confine himself to
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the mora l aspect , surel y some less common -p lace moral result ,
some more valuabl e and more strikin g practical lesson might admi t
of bei ng d raw n fro m this extrao rdinar y passage of histo ry, than
merel y this , that men should bewar e how the y begin a political
convulsion , because they never can tell how or when it will end ;
which happens to be the one solitar y general inference , the entire
aggregate of the p ra ctical wisdom , deduced there from in Mr.
Alison 's book .

Of such stuf f are ordinar y men 's moralities Composed . Be
good, be wise, always do ri ght , take heed what you do, for you
know not what may come of it. Does Mr. Alison , or any one,
reall y believe that a.ny human thin g, from the fal l of man to the
last bankru ptcy, eve r went wron g for want of such maxims as
these ?

A political convulsion is a fearful thin g : granted . Nobod y can
be ass u red beforehand what course it will take : we grant that too.
Wh at th en ? No one ought ever to do any thin g which has any
tendenc y to brin g on a convulsion : is that the princi ple? But
there never was an attem pt made to refo rm any abuse in Church
or State , never any denunciati on uttered , or mention made of any
political or social evil , which had not some such tende ncy.
Whate ver excites dissatisfacti on with any one of the arran gements
of society, brin gs the dan ge r of a forcible subversion of the
entire fabric so much the nearer : does it follow that there ought
to be no censure of any thin g which exists? Or is this abstine nce ,
peradventure , to be observed only when the dan ger is considerabl e ?
But that is whenever the evil complained of is considerable ;
because the greate r the evil , the stron ger is the desire excited to
be freed fro m it , and because the greatest evils are always those
which it is most difficult to get rid of by ordinar y means. It
would follow , then , that mankind are at libe rt y to th row off small
evils , but not great ones ; th at the most deeply-seated and fat al
diseases of the social system are those which ought to be left for
ever without remed y.

Men are not to make it the sole object of their political lives
to avoid a revolution , no more than of their natu ral lives to avoid
death. They are to take reasonable care to avert both those co n-
tin gencies when there is a present dan ger , but they are not to
forbear the pursuit of any worth y obj ect for fear of a mere pos-
sibilit y.

Unquestionabl y it is possible to do mischief by striving for a
lar ger measure of political r eform than the nat ional mind is ri pe
for ; and so forcin g on prematurel y a stru ggle between elements ,
which , by a more gradual progress , might h ave been brou ght to
harmonize. And every honest and conside rate man , be fore he
engages in the career of a political re former , will inquire whether
the moral state and intellectual culture of the peop le are such as
to render any grea t improvement in the mana gement of public
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affai rs possible. But he will inq uire too , whethe r the people are
likel y ever to be mad e better , morall y or intellectuall y, without a
p re vious change in the government. If not , it may still be his
dut y to stri ve for such a chan ge at whatever risks.

What decision a perfectl y wise man , at the opening of the
French Revolution , would have come to upon these several points ,
he who knows most will be most slow to pro nounce. By t he
Re volu tion ,, substantial good has been effected of immense value ,
at the cost of immediate evil of the most tremendous kind. But
it is impossible , with all the light which has been , or probabl y
ever wi ll be, obtained on the subj ect , to do more than conj ecture
wheth er France could have purchased improvement chea per ;
whether any course which could have averted the Revolution ,
would not h ave done so by arrestin g all improvement , and bar-
barizin g down the people of France into the condition of Russian
boors .

A revolution , which is so ugl y a th ing, certainl y cannot be a
ver y formid able thin g, if all is true the Tories say of it. For ,
accordin g to them , it has alwa ys depended upo n the will of some
smal l number of pers ons, whether th ere should be a revolution or
no . They invariabl y begin by assumin g that great and decisive
immediate improvements , with a certaint y of subsequent and
ra p id p rogress , and the ultimate attainment of all practical good ,
may be had by peaceable means at the option of the leading
re formers , and that to this the y voluntaril y pr efer civil war and
massacre for the sake of marching somewhat more directl y a nd
ra p idl y toward s their ultimate ends. Havin g thus made out a
revolution to be so mere a bagatelle , that , except by the extreme
of knave ry or folly, it may alwa ys be kept at a distance ; there is
little difficult y in provin g all revolutionar y lead ers knaves or fools.
But unha pp il y theirs is no such enviable posit ion ; a far other
a lternat ive i s common ly offered to them. We will hazard the
assert ion , t hat there never yet happened a political convulsion ,
ori ginatin g in the desire of reform , where the choice did not , in th e
full pers u as ion of ever y person concerne d, lie between all and
nothin g ; where the actors in the revolutio n had not thorou ghl y
mad e up their minds , that , without a revolution , the enemies of all
re form would have the entire ascendenc y, and that not onl y there
would be no present improvement , but the doo r would for the
future be shut against all endeavour towards it.

Unquestio n abl y, such was the conviction of those who took
part in the French Revolution , durin g its earlier stages. They did
not choose the way of blood and violence in pre ference to the way
of peace and discussion. Theirs was the cause of law and order.
The States General at Versailles were a bod y, legall y nssembled ,
legall y and constitutionall y sovere ign of the countr y , and had
ever y ri ght which law and opinion could bestow upo n them , to do
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all that they did. But as soon as they did any thing disagreeable
to the king's courtiers, (at that time they had not even begun to
make any alterations in the fundamental institutions of the
country,) the king and his advisers took steps for appealing to the
bayonet. Then , and not till then ^ the ad verse force of an armed
peop le stood forth in defence of the highest constituted authority—
the legislature of thei r country—menaced with illegal violence.
The Bastille fell ; the popular party became the stronger ; and
success, which so often is said to be a j ustification, has here
proved the reverse : men who would have ranked wi th Hampden
and Sid ney, if they had quietly waited to have their throats cut,
become odious monsters because they have been victorious.

We have not now time nor space to discuss the quantum of the
guil t which attaches, not to the authors of the Revolution , but to
the subsequent , to the various revolutionary governments, for the
crimes of the revolution. Much was done which could not have
been done except by bad men . But wh oever examines faithfull y
and dili gentl y the records of those times, whoever can conceive the
circumstances and look into the minds of the men who planned
and who perpetrated those enormities, will be the more full y con-
vinced, the more he considers the facts, that all which was done
had one sole obj ect. That obje ct was, according to the phrase-
ology of the time, to save the Revolution ; to save it , no matter
by what means ; to defend it against its irreconcilable enemies,
within and without ; to prevent the undoing of the whole work,
the restoration of all which had been demolished , and the exter-
mination of all who had been active in demolishing; to keep down
the roy alists, and dri ve back the foreign invad ers ; as the means to
these ends to erect all France into a camp, subj ect the whole
French people to the obli gations and the arbitrary disci pline of a
besieged city ; and to inflict death , or su ffer it with equal readi-
ness—death or any other evil—for the sake of succeeding in the
obj ect.

But nothing of all this is dreamed of in Mr . Alison 's philosoph y :
he knows not enough, neither of his professed subj ect, nor of the
universal subject , the nature of man , to have got even thus far, to
have made this fi rst step towards understanding what the French
Revolution was. In this he is without excuse, for had he been
even moderately read in the French literature , subsequent to the
Revolution , he would h ave found this view of the details of its
history familiar to every writer and to every reader-

It was scarcely worth while to touch upon the French Revo-
lution for the sake of say ing no more about it than we have now
said ; yet it is as much , perhaps , as the occasion warrants- Obser-
vations entering more deeply into the suhj ect will find a fitter
opp ortunity when it shall not be necessary to mix them up w i th
stricture s upon an insi gnifican t book.
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CASPAR HAUSER. *

e The proper stud y of mankind is man ,' says Pope ; and he
might have added ; ' the chief amusement of mankind is man ; '
for not only do the metaph ysician ^ the moralist ,, and the politician
examine man in various li ghts, as a matter of stud y or of busi-
ness, but the idle while away their time , and the industrious relax
themselves with human nature , un der various forms, or placed in
various circumstances. Novels and romances are treatises on
human beings, for the amusement of human beings ; and the
drama is entirely and exclusivel y devoted to the same end , th rough
the same means. Kven little children must have their human
plaything, sometimes in the shape of a doll or of Punch , some-
times of a fairy, a giant , a dwarf , or necromancer ; for their infant
powers, seeing onl y the exterior of man , and but part of that ,
seek exercise and excitement in the contemp latio n of beings with
new forms and extended powers. The child is feeble in bod y,
and he del ights in con tem plating corpore al strength ; he is poor
and weak, and likes to think of unbounded wealth and power ; he
is confined in space, and dreams of beings who rove whither they
will ; he is moral, and is amused with Punch's unbounded and
ludicrous violations of moral i ty. In short , he feels the shackles
of childhood and humanity ,  and fondl y imag ines beings who are
entirel y free from the vul gar imped iments to the will. But still
his fancy hovers close to eart h , and forms its brightest cre ations
out of childish obj ects, pleas ures, an d emot ions.

JLattle as we know what we are, and how this goodly partnershi p
of body and mind became slowl y concocted into its present con-
dition , we kn6w still less what we were when infants , what we
then fel t and thought , w hat we then knew and had to learn .
Little can we now conceive the wilderness of colou rs, odours , tastes,
smells, and bodil y feelings, pleasures , and pains , into which our
infant being was then thrown :—to have eyes, yet not to have
learnt to see ; ea rs, without comprehending one sound ; hands ,
with no power to hold or touch , or k now led ge of any thing to be
touched or held ; ket, of no use until the comp l ica ted art of
walking has been attained , after many experiments and many
failures.

So little do we remember or know of our infant 'selves , so fruit-
lessly do we interrogate others in that condition , that those who
have devoted themselves to the stud y of the mind , and who have
long sought to t race the ori gin of our k now l ed ge*, return , like
tra vel lers from a stra n ge an d un known countr y , wit h wonderfull y

* C\si>au IIausij u.— An Account of an Individual  kep t i n a Diin^eon , scnurutiM l
from all communicat ion w it h  the World , from ear l y Childhood to a hunt  the A ^c of
Seventeen. Drawn up fro m lc^al documents, by Anschn von Fun er !>ach. London :
Simp km an d Marshall. 1833,



discord ant reports. All is instinct , says one, and the instincts
increase in number and in power, according to our wants at
different periods of our lives. No, says another , we are like white
paper, and receive our impressions from external obj ects; our
bodil y and mental state are equall y formed by circumstances. A
third party steps in with another doctrine , new in language, if not
in sense ; then comes a fourth ; and after talking, and writ in g ,  and
disputing, and mutual ly proving, or rather asserting, each other to
be in the wrong, some one, more adventurous than the throng,
betakes himself to observation. He examines himsel f on various
occasions , at different ages, and in different states of body and
mind. He examines others, differing in age, sex, temperament ,
and conditio n, and compares them with himself. He then finds
that he and others have learnt to see, but long before they were
able to exp lain the process, and that now they have forgotten
every thing about this process. He cannot interrogate infants ;
so he reasons upon the subj ect, makes up his theory, and avails
himself of the rare occurrence of an ad ult , blind from birth , but
successfully operated upon , and receiving sight , whom he may
interrogate ; for in respect to vision , this adult is as yet an in fant.
The deaf acquiring the sense of hearing, afford him new expe ri-
ments on another sense. He then inquires into the condition of
the blind generally, with and without that education which we are
now able to give to them ; also into the condition of the dea f and
dumb, under both circumstances : and of those unfortunate
beings, like James Mitchell , (so intere stingly described by Dugald
Stewart,) who being deaf, dumb, and blind , show no t races of
mental imbecility that may not be accounted for by the absence
of these senses. Savages, and human beings brought up alone,
like Peter the wild boy, have also been examined , as exemp lifica-
tions of man under extraordinary circumstances. But favourable
specimens of human nature, under rnost of these circumstances,
are so rare ; and when they do occur, it is so seldom competent
observers are at hand , that the most valuable opportunities are
too frequentl y partiall y, ifnot wholl y lost. Such a case is that of
Caspar Hauser.

Let it not be supposed that these intricate studies are idle or
worthless. Is it nothing to learn as much of human nature as
our faculties and opp ortunities permit ? Are stones, and plants ,
and animals to be studied , while man is neglected ? Our senses
and faculties, bodil y and mental , may be greatl y improved by
education ; we have yet very much to learn of this first of studies ,
almost every thing to learn ; and our onl y ch ance of making
progress, is to interrogate ourselves and others , in varied circum-
stances. The more striking and novel the circumstances of rnind ,
or body, or situation , the more clearl y is some portion of bod y or
mind exhibited.

* Caspar Hauser ' is the story of the condition and education
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of a youth , who was kept almost wholl y fro m intercourse with
nature or mank ind , until the age of sevent een. The tale, if t rue ,
is valuable , because it affo rd s evidence or illustration of many
points in meta p hysics ; if fictitious , it is still val uable , as a
treatise of meta physics on a novel plan , ca lculated to amuse and
instruct many who will not look into an abstra ct work on human
nature .

We confess that we expected to find l Caspar Hauser ' a Ger-
man rom ance, filled with horrors and extrava gan cies,—p ossibl y a
Germ an Frankenstein ; but with the exceptio n of the inexp licable
fact of the youth 's bein g kept in a state of captivit y till the age of
sevente e n , and debarre d from interco u rse wit h mankind and
extern al nature ; and of a subsequent atte mpt upon his life ; the
work is an unusuall y simp le and un pre tendin g narrative of a
huma n being in an almost inconceivable stat e of hel plessn ess and
ignoran ce, and of his pro gress in improvement. I t has no
appearan ce of being written for effect ; a pro fessed writer of fiction
could hard ly have maintaine d so subdued a ton e. If it be a fiction ,
it must be the work of a more pro found and acute meta p hysician
and novelist than we could readil y point out. But the existence
of the youth is a wel l-known fact ; he has bee n seen by thousan ds ;
and the book app e ars under the name of Von Feuerbachr , the
celebrated j ur ist, who was official l y concerned in the legal
i nvesti gations which took p lace, and who has been interested in
the youth ever since. And it appears that Karl Stanho pe has
taken a great inte rest in him , and at present provides for his
educatio n and support.

We sha ll now give a sketch of  the condition and progress of
Cas par H ause r , trustin g that our readers may be there by ind uced
to peruse the work itsel f, which of course presents the subjec t in
a more agreeable point of view , tha n is possible in a brief abrid ge-
ment.

On the 28th of M ay, 1828, a yout h was found in th e streets of
Nure mberg. His appearance -of brutish dulness, hi s i nat tent ion
t o external objects , and his invariable re p ly of the same incoherent
wor ds to all questions , led to the susp icion that he must be eith er
an idiot , a madman , or an impostor. A letter whi ch was in his
hand when he was found , stated little more than that lie whs left
in 1812 in charge of the anonymous wri ter, who represented
himself as a labour er . Bei ng conveyed to the police, he there
attracteJ much attention. Lie used his hands and finge rs in t he
most awkward manner conceivable. Hi s feet , which , like his
han ds, were sma ll , and beautifull y formed , bore no mark s of a
shoe, and were as soft on the sole as the palms of his hand s.
H is wal k was a waddling , t otte rin g, grop ing motion , an d he
stumbled slowl y and heavil y forwar d , with outstre tched arm s ,
which lie seemed to use as balance poles, and the sli ghtest
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impediment caused him to fall. The formation of the bone and
muscles of his leg was very peculiar, and could only be accounted
for on the supposition th at he had been constantly kept sitting on
the floor , with his legs stretched straight out.

It was ascertained _, part l y fro m the youth himsel f, afte r he had
learned to speak, and partly from circumstantial evidence, that
he had been confined fro m ea rly childhood in a smal l , dark
chamber, where he had always remained in the same position,
and where he had never seen a human creature. Every morning
he found a supp ly of bread and water by his side ; and some
opiate appears to have been occasionally put into the water, after
waking from the effects of which , he found that his clothes had
been changed , and his nails cut. His sole occupation was playing
with two wooden horses and some bits of ribbon . Here he was
not unhappy, for he knew no other state. The man with whom he
had always been , but whose face he never saw, taught him , shortly
before his appearance in Nure m berg, to pronounce a few words ;
and having set him upon his feet, endeavoured to teach him to
stand and walk. How lie got to Nuremberg, he knows not ; but
coarse clothes and boots were put upon him , (for in his confine-
ment he had only trowsers and a shirt ,) and he was left , as de-
scri bed, in the street. Who he is, or what he is, he knows not,
nor how long or where he was kept in confinement. The only
proof of this strange story is the assertion of the youth himsel f,
and the much stronger testimony of his bodily and mental con-
dition. He was like a new born child in all which must be
acquired by experience : he was destitute of words, ignoran t of
common objects, and of the daily occurrences of natu re, and he
abhorred the usual customs, conven iences, and necessaries of life.
Bread and water were the only sustenance he would take ; other
things make him shudder even at the smell ; and wine or coffee,
mixed with his water, gave him sweats, vomiting, and violent
headaches.

During his abode with the police, he exhibited an almost com-
plete indifference and insensibility to external obj ects, until a
policeman gave him a little toy horse, with which he was much
delighted , and he amused himself entire ly with play ing with it ,
seated in his usual awkward position , and insensible to every
thing going on around. Very nea r obj ects he would sometimes
gaze at, with a stupid look, occasionally expressive of curiosity
and astonishment, but passing and distant objects remained
unnoticed. He was del ighted at the sight of a lighted candle,
and forthwith put his fingers into the flame. Of distance he had
no not ion , but tr ied, like an in fan t , fo catch at bright obj ects.
Feigned cuts and thrusts were made at him , with a naked sabre,
without exc i t ing his apprehension , or even causi ng him to wink.
The sound of the neighbouring clock and belly was at firs t dis-
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rega rded , but soon att racted his notice : he was much struck by
some passin g music ; but was thro wn int o convulsions by being
injud iciousl y placed near the dru m at th e parade.

After remainin g a short time with the police, Caspar Hauser
was placed in char ge of the keeper of a prison for vagabonds and
beggars , who , suspecting that he might be an impostor , wat ched
him narrowl y, but found his whole conduc t pe r fectl y consistent with
that of a little child. The ja ilor and his famil y (like the police-
men) soon formed that attachment to the stra n ger , which is formed
toward s an innocent and hel pless child ; the j ailor 's little child ren
played with him , and taug ht h im to speak ; and the man himsel f
admitted him to his table , where he learn ed to sit on a chair.
to use his hands , and to imitate th e customs of civilized life.

The stor y now spread abroad , an d multitudes flocked to see
the captive. They gave him toys, tal ked to him , and often tea sed
him with their importunities and ill-timed experiments. It is to
be regretted that scientifi c men did not see him sooner. Von
Feuerbach visited him after he had been considerab l y more than
a month at Nurember g, and re ports that he found the walls of
the room covered with prin ts and pictures , which had bee n given
to Caspar , and which he had fixed with his saliva , w hich was as
stick y as gum. Numerous playthi ngs, clothes , money, &c, which
had bee n given to him , were lying about in regular order ; for
Caspa r packed them all up in the evenin g, and unpacked and
arran ged them every mornin g. His eyes, at th is time ,, were
inflamed , and avoided the light , and they long cont inued very
weak. Von Feuerba ch noti ced no shyness or timidit y in the
youth , who was now pleased with the visit ors , especial ly with
those who were finel y d ressed : after lookin g earnestl y at them ,
and repeating their names , he neve r forgot them. A frequent
spasmodic affection was noticed on one side of his body, succeeded
by a nervous rigidity.

W hen first ^bund , Caspar appears to have known onl y five or
six words. He pronounced plainl y those he knew , but his
lan gu age was as indi gent as his ideas. It was difficul t to become
inte lli gible to him , and his ja rgon was equall y unintelli gible to
othe rs . Conj unctions , partici ples, an d adver bs were , for a long
time , entirel y wantin g in his speech ; his syntax was rnisenible ; he
ra re ly used pron ouns , and spoke of himself and others in the third
person , like a little child , and of course made man y lu dicr ous
mistakes.

Like a sava ge, or a little child , he . was re markabl y fond of
bri ght colours , ari d pre fer red glarin g red to every other colour.
G reen and black he disliked ver y muc h ; he pre ferr ed brick
houses , when re d , to trees an d plants , and he even wishe d that his
favourite anima l , t he horse , had been of a scarlet colour.

His cu riosit y, his thir st for knowled ge, and th e inflexibl e
perseverance with which he ii xed his attenti on on what he
determ ined to learn or comprehend , became , in a wh ile , remark -
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able. He even left his playthings and his favourite horses , for
writin g and d rawin g, and complained of being bothere d by the
multitude of his visitors , who did not leave him time to learn .
He also frequent ly expressed a desire to go back to his hole, as he
had not there suffered fro m headaches , nor had been teased as he
was in the world. Indeed , he was subject to many painfu l
sensations fro m his new impressions , especiall y from the sense of
smell, and he was troubled by the incessant questions and by the
inconsiderate and not ver y human e exper iments of the visitors .

His remembrance of the names and titles of visitors , of flower s,
&c. was very remarkab le, but this power decr eased , or appeared
to decrease , as the powers of his understandin g increased .

The excitement which he received fro m the numerous visitors
in the prison , his extraordi nar y efforts to acquire knowled ge, the
unusu al quantit y of light and free air , and the many stran ge and
often painfu l excitements of his senses, at length were more than
his feeble frame could withstand. He becam e ill ; and his
uncon querable aversion to every thin g but bre ad and water , pre-
vented medicines from bein ? administere d to him.

On the 18th of Jul y, (near ly two month s after he was first dis-
covered in Nuremberg ,) he was released from the tower , and
committed to the care of Pro fessor Daurner ; and so great was the
curiosit y he excited , th at the magistrates were obliged to issue an
order to prevent the admission of future visitors . He now for the
fi rst time , slept in a bed , and had dreams ; he related his dreams
as actual occurrences ; and it was some time before he learn t to
perceive the difference between wakin g and dre amin g. It was the
work of much time and difficult y to accustom him to ordinar y food ;
and a fter this was accomp lished , he gre w conside rabl y in a short
space of time ; but a constant head -ache and inflammation of the
eyes preven ted him, long after his recover y, from readin g,
writ ing, or d rawin g.

With regard to vision, he appear s to hav e been in a state nearl y
resemblin g that of the blind boy couched by Cheselden ; for
instan ce, he could not distin guish between a round or trian gular
object and a mere painting of such obj ects ; or between a pa intin g
and a carvin g of a man and horse; but by pack ing and un packin g
his playthin gs, he gradual ly learnt the diffe rence . Being shown a
beautifu l prospect fro m a window , he drew back with horror ; and
being asked some t ime afterward s, when he had learned to speak ,
wh y he did so, he said it app eare d as if a wooden shutter had been
placed close be fore his eyes spattere d with different colou rs .
Indeed , it was some time before he could distin guish distant
objects , for when he did go out , it was but a short di stanc e, and
his weak eyes anil constant dan ger of falling, pre vented him fro m
looking round. He could see with unusual ly little li ght , and
th ough his eyes were weak , his sight , both of near and distant
obj ects, was re markabl y acute.

Hi* hearin g was at fi rst ver y acute, but it became less delicate
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in time. His sense of smell was painful ly acute, and caused him
more misery than all his other senses. All odours wpre more or
less disagreeable to him, and powerfu l odours caused violent head*
aches, sweats, and even attacks of fever. The smell of meat,
cheese, vinegar, wine, &c, was very painful to him , and even the
ink , paints, and pencils, he used , gave him annoyance.

His obedience was unconditional and boundless to those who
had acquired authority over him ; but this had no connexion with
his knowing, believing, and j udging. He must be convinced by
his senses or understanding, before he would acknowled ge any
thing to be true ; otherwise he would leave the matter undecided .
When told that in winter all things would be covered with a cold
white substance, he plainl y evinced that he would believe this when
he saw it , not before. When the snow did come, he took some up
with great glee, but immediately dropped it , cry ing out that the
white paint had bitten his hand.

It required no little pains and patience on the part of Professor
Daumer to teach hirn the difference between organized and unor-
ganized bodies, between animate and inanimate things, and
between voluntary motion and motion that is communicated from
without. Men or animals cut in stone, carved in wood, or painted ,
he conceived to be animated ; it appeared strange to him that
horses, unicorns, &c, hewn or painted on the walls, did not run
away . He expressed his indi gn ation against a statue in the
garden , because it did not wash itself ; and was struck with horror
at the sight of a great crucifix. If a sheet of paper was blown
down by the wind , he thought that it had run away from the table ;
he supposed that a tree manifested its life, by mov ing its branches ;
and its voice" by the rustling of its leaves ; and was angry with a
boy for striking it with a stick. He also thought that the balls of
nine-pins ran voluntaril y along, and stopped when they were tired.

To animals he long ascri bed the properties of men. He was
angry with the cat for taking her food with her mouth ; and wished
to teach her to use her paws and sit upri gh t ;  and he ex pressed
great indi gnation at her unwillingness to at tend to what he said.
He wondered whv some oxen, who were Winer on the navement.He wondered wh y some oxen , who were l y ing on the pavement,
did not go home and lie down there . He spoke of t rees as if they
had been stuck in the ground ; and of leaves and flowers, as if
they were the work of human hands ; nor did nat u ral obj ects
inte rest him otherwise than by causing him to ask who made them.
The fi rst external obj ect that produced any great effect up on him ,
was the sight of the starry heavens : it was then for the fi rst time
that he was heard to complain against the author  of his captiv ity ,
who had prevented him from beholding such a glorious sight.

Thoug h too weak and awkward to take much exercise without
great fati gue, he exhibited an extrao rdinary fondness for horses,
and being sent to a riding-school , soon excelled in r iding to a
degree that astonished every one.
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The contact of Caspar Hauser^s hand or body with a magnet or
with metals, and even the presence of metals, produced a singular
and unpleasant sensation in him , as did shaking hands with any
one, or the touch of an animal, as a horse or cat. Many-
instances of this singular sensation are related. Towards the end
of 1828, when the morbid excitability of his nerves had been
almost removed , this sensation began graduall y to disappear, and
was at length total ly lost.

Though full of childish gentleness and kindness, he had no pre-
sentiment of the existence of a God , or of a more elevated state
of existence. Nothing appeared to him to have any reality that
was beyond the reach of his senses.

* All attempts mad e in the common way to awaken rel igious ideas
5n his mind , were for a long t ime entirely fruitless. With great
na ivete he complained to Professor Daumer , that he did not know what
the clergymen meant by all the things that th ey told him ; of which
he could comprehend nothing ! ! There were two orders of men, to
whom Caspar had , for a considerable t ime, an unconquerable aver-
sion—physicians and clergymen ; to the first , ** on account of the
abominable medicines which they prescribed, and with which they
made people sick ;" and to the latter, because, as he expressed him-
self, they made people afraid , and confused them with incompre-
hensible stuff. When he saw a minister , he wTas seized with horror
and dismay. If he was asked the cause of this, he would reply—
Because these people ha ve already tormented me very much. Once,
when I was at the tower, four of them came to me all at once , and
told me things which at tha t time I could not at all comprehend ; for
instance, that God had created all things out of nothing. When I
asked them for an explanation , they all began to cry out at the same
time, and every one said something d i ffe rent. When I told them,
All these things I do not yet understand ; 1 must first learn to read
and write ; they replied , These things must be learned first. Nor did
they go away, until I si gnified to them my desire, that the y would
at length leave me at rest. In ch urches, therefore, Caspar felt by no
means happy. The crucifixes which he saw there exci ted a horrible
shudderi ng in him ; because for a long time he involuntarily ascribed
life to images . The sing ing of the congregation seemed to him as
a repulsive bawling. First , said he, after returning from attending a
church, the people bawl ; and when they have done, the parson begins
to bawl/

By the summer of 1829, Caspar Hau ser had made great pro-
gress in his education. He then collected his recollections of his
life in a writt en memoir, which , though miserably executed , was
much talked of and shown about. It is conjectured that his
incarcerators became alarmed on learning this , for, on the 17th of
the ensu i ng Octo ber, an at tempt was made to assassinate him , by
a man in disguise , who inflicte d a wound on his hcud . The wound
itself , and t he alarm attendin g it , broug ht on a stat e of delirium
an d frenzy, fro m which the unfortunate youth was long in
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recove ri ng. A judicial inquir y took place on this occasion , but it
was not attended with any satisfactor y results .

The latest accounts describe Caspar Hause r as a singular com-
pound of child , youth , and man ; remarkabl y in dustri ous , but
without genius or talent ; and utterl y destitute of fancy, plea-
santr y, or figu rative expression ; but ju dging accuratel y of all that
comes within his narrow know led ge and experience. He is mild
and gentle , has no vicious inclinations , passions , or strong emo-
tions , and thou gh timid , he modestl y but firm ly insists on his
ri ghts. His expertness in observin g men is stated to be consi-
derable. He is also describ ed as strong ly feeling his condit ion ;
and , latterl y, to have beco me pious ; thou gh he laughs at th e
belie f in spectre s, as the most inconceivable of human absur -
dities .

His presen t mode of life is that of ordin ar y men. He is now
able to eat most of the common kinds of food ; the extraordinar y
elevation of his senses has sunk almost to the common level, and
* Of the gigantic powers of his memor y, an d of other astonishing
qualities , not a trace rema ins. He no longer ret ains any thin g" that is
extraor dinary, but his extraordinary fate , his indescribable goodness ,
and the exceeding- amiableness of his disposition. '

It is stated by Von Feuerbac h , that for some time past , Caspar
Hauser has been provided for by Earl Stanho pe , who intends to
brin g him over to England.

We must now conclude our notice of this ver y interestin g little
volume, which is destined , we think , to reach a ver y extensive
circulation.

On Tithes. 525

Thk write r of the following remarks is one who , up to a very
recen t period , entertained so much confiden ce in the intentions of
the present Whi g Administration , as to believe it would neve r
again be necessar y to address the public upon this mos t impolitic
and obnoxious impost. I allude not to the subject of Irish Tithes ,
upon which enough has bee n said , but to tithes in Eng land , a
burden which has hitherto been borne with less of visible im-
pat ience than in the sister country, but with heart-burnin gs, an d a
bitterness of spi rit , of which those who are not intimatel y ac-
quainted with the state of our ru ral districts can form but a very
inade quate conception. A bill for the commutation of t ithes
was promised ; th is, as far as it went , was a boon ; but the
onl y important pa rt , the compu lsory clauses , the part which would
have compelled a grasp ing churchman to compound with his
parishioners , is withdrawn , an d nothin g retained but clauses per-
mittin g the parties to fix a permanent commutation , if they can
agree among themse lves, and provided further the y can obtain the
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consent of the bishop of the diocese. Of what avail is the per-
mission so kindl y given ? Is there a parish in the country , taking
those first in which a composition is paid for tithes, where the
clergyman , on the one hand , does not consider himsel f full y en-
titled to a greater sum , and where the parishioners, on the other
hand , do not pay that sum with reluctance, and are not constantl y
seeking to reduce the amount ? But how will the bill avail , and
what a cruel mockery will it seem, in those instances where the
clergyman is at open war with his parishioners, taking his tithes
in kind 5 and exacting to the uttermost fa rthing ? Where then are
the elements of agreement ? Is it reasonable to expe ct the strife
to be amicabl y terminated with no ump ire appointed to decide
between the conflicting claims ? There may be cases, but un-
doubted ly they are rare ones, where tithe-payers and tithe-receivers
live together upon a friendl y footing, with no jea lousies or feelings
of ill will  on either side ; but in these instances * if such there be§
the want of a commutation bill would be scarcely felt : and it will
be looked upon as nearly valueless.

1 he fi rst great error in Lord Althorp 's plan regarded the appoint-
ment of valuators, the selection of wliom would have been made to
rest almost exclusivel y with the clergy ; thus rendering the tithe-
receiver the j udge in his own cause. This part of the bill there
was reason to antic i pate would have been altered in Committee.
But the most obj ectionable feat u re was the clause which provided
that the commutation should be governed , in the case of every
farm , by an average of the amount of tithes paid during the last
seven years. Against this clause, as mi ght h ave been ex pected,
numerous petitions have been pcured in , and the Noble Lord has
met these petitions by rendering the bill wholl y nugatory for any
good pur pose, and depriving the agricultural interest of all pros-
pect of relief, at least during the present session.

The inj ustice of the proposition to fix the burden of tithes at an
average of the amount paid during the last seven years may be
seen at a glance. It would have given a hi gh premium to those
whose lands have been underworked or suffered to lie waste, while
those who by skilful management , or by the app lication of capital
have brought their lands into the hi ghest possible state of cultiva-
tion would have been punished by a heavy fine, made perpetual ,
and which , under circumstances which might render the same de-
gree of cultivation unprofitable , would become absolutely ruinous.
The proper way would have been to have regulated the tithe, not
by the accidental circumstance of the good or bad cultivation of
the land during any number of years, but by the value of the land
itsel f, and the amount of rental ; this would have simp lified the
whole measure, and , as may be seen by the petitions , would have
given genernl satisfaction.

Here I may take occasion to show how mistaken is the notion ,
th at the burden of tithes falls exclusivel y upon landlords, and 19
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not therefo re a tax in which the public at lar ge is intereste d. The
produce to be obtained from the soil depends quite as much upon
the man ner in which it shal l be worked , or the amount of cap ital
applied to it in labour and manure ,, as upon its own native capa-
bilities. Take two farms of equal extent and fertilit y ; supp ose
them both let at the same rent to different individual s, one having
at his command a lar ge cap ital , the other little or none , it is ob-
viou s th at the produce of the one farm will often doubl e that of
the othe r. It was but the other day I crossed a field which a few
years back produced four quarters of wheat to the acre , but which
in the hands of the present occupier produces nothing but thistles
and a coarse pasture. The same process , however , which would
double the amount of produce would doub le the amount of tithes ,
and hence it will be seen that the tithe system is a tax upon cap ital
employed on land , a tax upon industr y by renderin g it un profitable
to employ more than a minimum , of labourers , and a tax upon
bread by limitin g the quantit y of corn grown.

If then it be asked , why, when cap ital is so abundant that the
rate of int erest is but two-and a-hal f per cent, on good bills, more
cap ital is not app lied to lan d ? The answer is, that the cap ital so
app lied could not be expected to yield more than a profit of ten
per cent. , and that ten per cent , would be claimed by the clergy-
man for tithes.

It is hi gh time that the abomina tion of the present system
should cease. In the nei ghbourhood in which I am at present
resident , the rector has for man y years taken his tithes in kind ,
aad being a wealt hy landowner , farmin g several hundred acres on
his own account , it is to him attended with uo inconvenience.
This at least is a case in which we see none of that liberal ity which
as we sometimes read , inTor y pri n ts , is evinced by t ithe-receivers . I
have known our worth y rector send for two shillin gs fro m a pau per
of the parish , as t he tithe of a solitar y app le tree grow ing in  his
cottage garden , the produce of which was sold in the market for
one pound. In takin g the tithe of lambs , should there be , for ex-
ample, but twe n ty-five instead of the more litheable number of
th irt y, the farmers here are compelled to kill one of the lam bs,
and to give the hal f to the rector , that he may not lose even a
fraction of the exac t pro portion to which he is by law entitled.
In my walks I am constantl y meetin g a boy with donke y and
panniers , whose office it is to collect the tithe of milk fro m every
farm-house. This is done every tenth day ; a day of fastin g and
moanin g to the calves whose unha ppy lot it is to be born in this
part of the countr y : and yet the greater part of the milk thus ob-
tained onl y serves to make a wash for the p igs kept by our worth y
rect or, to which pur pose it ia lite ral ly app lied . I mention these
facts not to raise your indi gnation against an individua l , whose
name 1 therefo re forbear to mention , but that you may j ud ge
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wh at must be the c morale * of a communit y in which, throu gh
the a pat hy of our legislat ure , these thin gs are yet endured .

An d n.ow allow me to say a few words on what has been pro -
fan ely termed « the divine institutio n of tithes. ' It would be mere
triflin g to ar gue that there is no divine authorit y for supportin g
our existin g establishment by tithes ; but I allude to the assertion
a thousand times repeated , and neve r, that I have seen , contra-
dicted , th at the tithe system is copied from the institutions of
Moses. I must take leave to deny the fact , and I cannot at the
same time but express my astonishment that amon g the multitude
of bible readers that everywhere abound , no one has yet come
forward to do j ustice to the Jewish lawgiver.

Do I deny that tithes are plainly recognised in the Old Testa-
ment ? by no means. But observe the important dist inction ;—
t ithes amon g the Jews were collected once only in th ree years ,—
the tithe of the th i rd year 's cro p, and of that year alone , was allot-
ted for the support of the Levites and of the poor ; the Levites
being provided for in this manner , because to them no inherit ance
in the land was assigned. See Num. xviii. 20. The Jewish
tithes , the re fore , embraced but the thirtieth part of the gross
amount of the produce of the lan d , and ver y willing would our
farmers be to adhere to the literal text of the bible , if our divines
would abandon legal for scri ptural au thorit y.

As, however , the position I assume may be new to many of
your read ers , I will briefl y re fer to the evidence of the fact .

Deut. xiv. 28.—' At the end of three years , tho u shalt brin g
forth all the tith e of thine incre ase , the same year , and shalt lay
it up within th y gates.

29.—* And the Levite , because he hath no part nor inheritance
with thee , and the stran ger, and the fatherless , and the widow,
which are withi n th y gate s shall come and eat and be satisfied ,
that the Lord th y God may bless thee in all the work of thine
hand which thou doest. '

Again. Deut. xxvi. 12.— c When thou hast made an end of
tithing all the tithes of thine incre ase , the thi rd year , wh ich is the
year of tithin g, and hast given it unt o the Levite , the stran ger , the
fatherl ess, and the widow , that they may eat within th y gates and
be filled.'

We may further remark that tithes amon g the Jews appear to
have been a voluntar y tax. We may look in vai n in the books of
Moses for any power given to the Levites to distrain and sell the
good s of those who might be unable or unwillin g to pay. When
the Phar isee said , f 1 pay tithe of mint , an d an ise, and cummin ,
and of all I possess, ' it is plain he would not have adduced this as
any proof of merit if any power existed to enforce the pay ment.
The distincti o n between a voluntar y and a compulsor y tax is of no
small moment . We re tithes placed upon the Jewish footin g in
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this countr y, no tithes would be paid in those cases where the
JLevites of our establishm ent performed no adequat e service in re-
turn . Nor would tithes be paid where poor rate s are collected , It
being clearl y enacted by Moses that half of the tithes should be
set apart for the poor , or in other word s, that the poor rates should
be paid out of th e tithes.

Further , under the Jewish law the tithe onl y of the incre ase
could be taken. It was clearl y the spirit and intention of that law
that tit hes should not be claimed where th e \alue of the produce
does not equal the. cost of cultivation . Here , however , in Englan d ,
if a man sell th ree bushels of whea t , and hav e such bad success
as to rea p only the same quantit y, the tithe of his three bushels is
take n by the church .
IT It would be well , however , if instead of a thirtieth , the clergy of
this countr y would be content with a tenth , for in many cases
unde r the present system they receive a fi fth . My neighbour paid
las t autumn a tithe of his pota toes , and upon the nine -tenths which
were left fed his pigs durin g the winter ; thi s sprin g he has paid
tithes upon his pigs, and thus the same cro p of potatoes was twice
tithed . The same individual will twice pay tithe of hay, for the
hay which has been al read y t ithed , will be given to his cows, and
will a second time be tithed when converted into milk.

It is unnecessar y to compare the two systems further to show
how essentiall y diffe rent was the tithe system instituted by Moses
to the noxious impost which prevails in this countr y.

Th eta.

CHAPTE R IV.

Grapnel. And he is fairl y goiie ?
Schoolmaster. Fairl y or foul ly,

Gone he is , Sir .
Grapnel. Then he will ne 'er return.
Schoolmaster. Wh y think you so ?

You speak as 'twere your wish.
Grapnel . I care not how—

The sea will swallow him, or he will han g—
But not ret urn —

Schoolmaster. I do not wish your prop hecy may prove
Your gift. Old Pi.ay.

I had comp lotted with a boy, almost my onl y compan ion , that
we should abscond together The precise hour was to depend on
Jj is convenience : in the inter im , I ca re fully noted down , fro m
Patterson ^ book of roa d s, every turn we should take on our
route to Liver pool. I had marked the distances and gent lemen 's
seats , and all other distin guishin g points of the j ourne y—so that I
was prepared with my maps effectua lly to preclude the necessity
of inquiring a foot of the road , thoug h I had never been three

AUTOBIOG RAPHY OF PEL. VERJUICE.

Autobiogra p hy of Pel. Verjuice. 529

No. 80. 2 P



miles on it previousl y ; and the whole was one hundred and four
miles. So firmly had 1 resolved on the enterprise , that my
impatience increased -with every minute of his delay : when a cir-
cumstance occurred which transferred the arbitration of the affair
to my hands. My uncle took a journe y to Ireland ; and being not
altogether compunctionless , I shrunk from the idea of taking
advantage of his absence ; for, insi gnificant as I was, there were
matters of trust confided to me: it was sufficiently criminal to
break the bonds at all ; we agreed, therefore,, to await his return.
Meantime, another accident induced me to abandon the scheme
enti rely. My father showed me a letter which he had received
from my uncle, containing the following words :— ' Give my love
to rny nephew, and tell him , it will yield me pleasure, and him
profit , to find all right in his  department, on my retu rn.' I have
that letter, a demy sheet , all filled with close writing on th ree sides,
the fourth written on the doubles, and that blessed paragraph before
my eyes now, as clearly, and as fresh ly as in the momen t my
father put it inlo my hands . I see every creased fold of the paper,
and the beautiful running text, as distinctly as I did twenty-six
years ago ; and I remember too the lay ing my open palms on my
face and eyes in the delicious emotion which the paragraph
occasioned ; and I feel again the gentle tap of my father's finger
on my hands, while so engaged ; and I hear his voice agai n, as he
say s, 'Come, come, that's right, but you should'nt * and he
said no more. What a world of joy and bliss burst upon me in
that instant. As the letter contained matter of business, I was
despatched to the country-seat of my uncle's partner, who, on
reading it , relaxed his magisterial brows, (he was a j ustice of the
peace,) pointed to the word ' p rof it,' and gave me the letter, that
I might read the passage again. That * profit' was the least of the
letter's beauty :  I say so wi thout  affectation , I felt so then , and 1
have ever felt so. The squire , who, notwithstanding, was a trul y
benevolent man , thought profi t the binding word , the lever to
move me. I looked , as I felt, the happiest of mortal s, and he did
me the honour to suppose I had been ' drinking something. ' Pish !
he could not under stand me. My uncle had never talked of love
be fore to me. From the hal l I made all speed to my friend
George, to tell him I could not go with him ; he was astonished !
' No, I could not leave my uncle. ' And how long was this feeling
to remain with me? Nous verrons,—howeve r, the effect was
instan tl y powerful . I was up earl y and blithely in the morning :
continued a steady industry and attention through the day, had no
dreams as I sat at the desk : I examined close l y into every trifle
connected with my duties, or which was committed to my charge ;
performed many of my points twice or thrice over, for the purpose
of improving on them ; arranged anil rearranged the divisions of
packages ; fel t nothing that seemed like weariness or lassitude ;
and anticipated my uncle's return with joy. He came, met his
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wife, childre n, and others , with warmt h of affecti on, deferring
eve ry mark of kindness to me, except th e * H ow d'ye do , Pel ?1
Wel l, I comfort ed myself with the su rpri se he would receive when
bus iness hours ar r ive d to give him opportunit y for exercising his
glance of examinati on. 1 suppose he did find all ri ght , because
he gave nne a cold guinea ; for he said noth ing to roe in givin g it.
To me a guine a was an immense sum ; but it was word s th at 1
wan ted with it ;  from him five kin d wor ds onl y would more have
deligh ted me, would have been of more servi ce to me, tha n fi fty
such guineas . He said nothing ; and the bri ght and beau ti fu l
glow of new deli ght in existence , was at once ext inguished . I was
left to cran ch the harsh , salt , and corr oding ashes in a deeper ,
ton gueless, soundle ss, hushe d up misery . 1 could not endu re it ,
indeed I could not. If  I had reasoned on the point ,—bu t I could
not reason on such points , I could not reas on after th e world ' s
fashion : if I had , or could so have reasoned , what better proof
of my uncle 's kindness and sat isfacti on was necessary ? He
gave me a guinea silentl y, I was to d raw my inferences from it.
.Perh aps I might have d rawn a differ ent inference if I had not
fre quentl y, nay, I thi nk always, see n him accompan y his gifts and
presents to other young peop le with some play ful j est , or more
endearin g tok en of affection. Reader , you will pe rha ps say, did
not that guinea convey a volume of good-will and prai se, consi-
derin g your condition ? Not to me : 1 tell you I was deficient in
common-se nse ; and I did not see how the mere act of giving
money was a proo f of affection. I never could see it in that li ght.
To me the affection was ever , ever wi ll be, in the manner ; and ,
bel ieve me, I am skilled enoug h to und erstand the manne r. 1
know whether it is true or treacherous , whether it is a jewel drawn
up fro m the rich and inexhaust ible store s of th e heart , or t he
paltr y paste which form and fashio n make cur rent ; and I ever did ,
an d ever shal l, pre fer a re w ard of looks and words fro m a warm ,
abunda nt , and freel y giving natur e , to any money which may
come cold l y. Th is is nonse n se, I kn ow ; to be sure it is: call me
whimsical , eccentr ic, or "worse , if you p lease . 1 tell you . again ,
I love the caress of a child , or th e gambols wilh which a dog
expresses his joy at seeing me, better t hj in a thousand 4 how d' ye
do's,' or ' we are most happy to see you 's; ' with ver y few excep-
t ions. M y relative estima te of each becomes dail y more firm ly
rooted ; and were it not f or  occasion al reno va tin g flashes wh ich
I feel in sincer e sympath y, from most ra re hearted and moral ly
const ituted cretit u res , I shoul d th ink of the ' how d'ye do 's,' and
treat th em , as lifeless th ings. Cal l me eccentric agai n , you do not
know all , I shall come to the end of my stor y, pe rhaps ; and you
will not know al l.

Well : this was the coup de grti ce to my hesitation : it struck
down every counsel ling cling ; bru shed aw ay every shadowy
warnin g ; and that hou r I reeled along to my friend George. ' I 'll
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go directl y—dir ectl y—now !' said I to begin with . 'Wha t has
happened ?' he inquire d , in astonishment. ' Nothin g ; tha t is,
every thin g : come, are you read y ?' Afte r a few more word s in
debate , we agreed to start in the mornin g at three o'clock ; and
join each other on a brid ge two miles from the town. I ret urned
home , packed up a few articles from my scant y ward robe , with a
book or two, in a bundle , then lay down , to wait th rou gh the long
i nterval till th ree o'clock. Now reflection came upon me, and for
a time it was bitter ; yet , I will frankl y own , that bitter was not
draw n from remorse of conscience in the dishonest act of deserting
my dut y, or betra ying a trust. I declare to you , reader , I real ly
believed my uncle would be glad to get rid of me ; I had no other
thou ght in referenc e to him , than that my abscondin g would be a
pleasure to him , for it would release him from all further tr ouble
on my account. Angry he , perha ps, would be that I had deceived
him ; but for the anger I had no compunctious visitings. I thou ght
also, that every individual in his own famil y would be rejoiced
when they were told in the mornin g, that ' Pel had run away.'
One or two of them , at least , I am now sure I wron ged by such
opinions of them ; I did not know , I could not think so, at that
time. But I suffered acutely in reflectin g how severe an affliction
this course of conduct would brin g to my father : how utterl y his
hopes would be crushed : but , on the other hand , I knew he was
not a man of such wisdom as to mew a boy up in prison and show
him freedom , and expanse , and verd ure , and hills and waters ,
throu gh the grated window , in order to extin guish his love for
them ; he knew tha t a log and chain to a colt 's heels, thou gh th ey
may check his abilit y to frisk awhile , are little likel y to subdue his
inclination for a caper when th e log is take n off : he knew me
bette r than the y did ; and I th ought he thou ght I should never do
any good there , and he was ri ght. Oh ! the wisdom and pru-
dential cauti on of gre y beard s, (or wigs,) which smother up the
fi re of youth , while the y constantl y pour oil upon it , and think
they are quenchin g it. Will not a recollection of their own youth
teach them ? Have they not seen , dail y, that the dammed up
waters overru n their bounds and run to waste of themselves and
destructi on to others ? Do they not , each day of their guidance ,
see the collected and accumul ate d d esire s outbursting from the
barriers and chains in which they have foolishly compresse d them ,
breakin g out because the victim s were chained , and felt the gulling ?
But the old channel is fairl y digged and deeply, th e way well
beaten ; it is the road on whi ch our fathers , grandfathers , and
great -grandfa thers have trav elled before us. It is of venerable
age, a sacre d institutio n of our ancestors . And so many able
books of directi on have been wri tten by so man y able men ! should
we presume to question their worth , their inestimab le value , should
we dare to innovate , to devia te , to change } What arrogance I Do
these ar guers forge t, yes they do, that able men may have had no
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othe r aim than bea ting that particular road into smooth ness ?
Wedded to pre judice, they were selfish gu ides oftentimes ; bigoted
in a creed , the y were interested finger- posts. As you see in going
into a town , c the shortest way by the Sta g/ that is the landlord
of the Stages creed . 'The nearest way to the Strand throug h the
Lowthe r Arcade. ' How kind , how considerate is that notice, the
good-natu red pedestrian thinks ! so I thou ght one day when I was
ver y much fat igued. Pooh ! pooh ! the shopkeepers in the Arcad e
put up that board . The hi ghest endeavour of these intellectual
guide-posts has been directed to prevent your looking for any
other , or to show you theirs was the best , safest , and most beautif ul.
And you never d reamed of makin g an experimental sur vey your-
self, or you might have been convinced out of you r cred ul ity. Is
not thi s true ? Is there one in a th ousand who breaks out into the
infidel i ty of thi nkin g that what he was tau ght is not all truth ?
Dar e one in a thousand become sceptica l on those matters which
he believed in his childho od and boy hood ? No, no, he dreads
the obloquy of such heresy, as he fears it on mor e sacre d matters.
Tha t dre ad  ̂ and tha t dread only, binds him in both : and what a
concentr ation of influences , what masses of estab lished power
combine against ever y effort to induce people to think out of the
covenanted trac k ! And daring indeed is that man , who, bursting
the shackles of convention , effects his freedom at the expense of
his reputati on for sanit y. The question considered by the mass ,
i. e. every bod y, except such da rer s, never is, * What is ri ght ?*
but * Wha t is the custom ?' decides the ' order of the course .'

With few exceptions , and these are yet rare r among the great
ones , the p rincip le taug ht , the motive to action , an d the stimu-
lant to exertion throu gh life, which are most care full y imp lan ted
in our seminari es of education , are in direct contrave ntion to the
most valuable inj unction in the Christ ian doctrine ; which thou gh
told to the pup il over and over again leaves no mark except an
almos t invisible scratch that suggests an occasiona l j oke. Ob,
but the teaching is ver y impressive. This teaching is ever-
lastin g contentio n f or  sup erio rit y . Here is the foundat ion stone ,
here are the steps and pinnacle-to p of their system. Selfishness
in germ , fruit , and essence. Acquisition of knowle d ge, or , more
closely to speak ^ learn ing, (for learning , however its possessors
may be self-elevated in supr emacy, is not always knowled ge,) is
mad e, not for the love of  knowled ge, not as a sou rce of happi-
ness to ourselves , nor as a t reasure -house from which we can dis-
pense happ iness to other s , (papa and mamma 's gratified vanit y
excepted ,) but for the sup eriority it yield s—the word superiorit y
havin g alto gether a genuine Tor y sense, via. ru le, authorit y,
dominat ion , power over those who chance to be less endowed. *

* They have neither the courage to proclaim it , nor the honesty to whispe r it in
their confessions, but this ia the secret source of the objection of the pr ivileged wealth y,
the ' higher orders. 1 to the education of the ' lower classes. They feel that * know-
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Such is the system 's obj ect , never confessed , embellish ed by
occasional trium p hs, a feather in the cap, a paltr y fanfaronnade.
The p rincip le is fed most plenteousl y:  all its efforts , its plans,
attractions , disp lay s, are for the constant nutriment of that evil to
which they say man is naturall y prone , ori ginall y and inescapabl y
born . At all event s if they do not find it th ere , they take won-
drous pains to place it and p lan t it , so that there shall be no
dan ger of its not grow ing up. Yes,, their doctrine inculcates the
theor y and practice of selfishness , and durin g the whole course
of instr uctio n , every da ,y they d rawl out some verbia ge about
* loving your neighbour as yourself. ' ' If th y brother offend thee
seventy times seven , forgive him ,' &c , the inevitable consequence
of which must be, (for I can conceive no other result—true , I do
not look th rou gh the ir spectacles ,) a laugh at these precepts of
love and forgiveness. No, no, the pup ils never lau gh, unless it
be in the ir sleeve ; they quote the passages, and reta l k them over
again , to show that they are not infidels , and continue in their
practice of selfishness , of lovin g themsel ves most devotedl y too ,
wallowi ng in their own pool from which all their business and folly
overb ubbles , till it accumulates a stream on which they sail with
undeviatin g stea diness. Perha ps the teachers ado pt their process ,
th is overla ying of white with thick and substantial brick colour , in
order to prove their doctrine of innate vice , fearing that nature
and a different system mi ght exhibit their doctrine 's fallac y. Oh ,
the blessed system of edu cation ! War wit h man is the business of
instruction , and 1 will engage to buy up all the boasted friend shi p
wh ich grows out of schoo l companionshi p, at two-pence per head .
Note ye , on condition that it passes the examination of a keen-
eyed inspector. It is but a suspension of hostilities , a mutual
consent to be civi l .

What va granc y of tho ught is this , reader ! Let me return to my
sleepless lying down , to wa it , till the clock struck three . I t hen
rose, cre pt softl y down sta i rs ; as people not wishin g to be heard
going down stairs usual l y do , I supp ose. I never heard the stairs
crea k so muc h before , an d the car pet-wires rattled louder than
was the ir wont. I knew the spot on which the box of keys was
deposited , picked out t he great one from the j ingling man y, passed
thro ugh t he rooms and doors out int o the air , opened the lar ge
portal , an d was in the street. Here I encount ered the watch man
of the premises , Dick Harris , who , ni ght - capped and halted , and
unsus picious, lookin g at me, said , * You are up th is mornin g ve ry
ear ly, Pel.' * Yes, Hie hard , I am going to take a lon g wal k ,' 1
replied , w ith that per fect coolness to which I am an entire stran ger
whe n not in extreme peril : at such times 1 am stead y nerved

ledge is power / and fenr the domination will »li p thr ou gh thi 'ir fingers if information
be extended. Their ? itupera tion of the instruction , which is rupidl y advancing among

, all mult *, ii dictated by a dread that the barriers of oxclunivviWM will I* broken
down.
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enough to walk acr oss the mouth of a coal-p it on a brid ge of raz or
edges. Even th e sight of my bundle , which I did not attem pt to
conceal , caused no inquir y . I shook him by the hand w ith a€ good bye, Richa rd .' He turned off : I dre w the key from the
lock within , and relocked the door on the outside : the court
throu gh whi ch I had passed was flag-paved , and a chan n el or
gutte r cut therein run under the door-sill : up the orifice I th re w
the key ; it fell clank, clank , upon the stones , and startled me!
That clank , clank , fell upon my heart , and for years and years
afterwar ds that sound continued to recur in moment s of great
excitement , not always of dan ger , and shook me out of my
thou ghts. Who will account for this ? I think I can in some
measur e, not wholl y ; but as I might perp lex instead of enlight en
you , read ers , and perha ps entan gle mysel f in a web which I could
not unrave l without a lengthened process, I will avoid the accoun t-
ab ility, and leave the statement of this spectral clank visitation to
be laughed at , as a morbid fancy, a disease , a nervous super-
stition. Still I state it as a fact. That sound has struck upon
me in the din of battle. I have heard that clank , clank , singly,
and distin ctl y, above the roar of the cannon ; the sound struck
tw ice and no more on such occasions . In the midst of festiv ity it
has pierced throu gh the music of the dance ; in the uproariousness
of lamp-gilded mirth , that sound has suddenl y haunted me.
What is now become of the spectre ? I never hear it. On the
three las t instance s of its visitation , I was in extraordinar y circum-
stances : fi rst of the three in Dalmat ia, nea r, indeed among the
ruins of an ancient city on the coast , between Spalatro and Trau .
I cannot find the place in any book , nor is it noted in any map within
my knowled ge, unless it be marked Trau Vecch io ; if so, the map
is in err or by some two or th ree leagues. On the spot 5 and in the
adjacent islands , it is called Arcan gelo. I looked into the * Osser -
vazioni ,' but was not satisfied. Of th is adventure I may speak
here after. The next was—where think you, reader ?—under
the trem endous down- pourin g mountain of wate rs, in that
horribl y sublime cavern behind it , at the foot of Niagara , as I
stepped among the eel s that wri ggled and writhe d on the crushed
fra gment s of rock , with which its surfac e is stre wn : and last ly,
(th is was in June , 1825,) at Les Escaliers Nat urelles , where the
r iver Montmorenci thunders alone in intense solitude over beds
find rid ges of rocks , three miles bac kward fro m the pre cipice over
the ledge of which he dashes himsel f in gl istening and foamy
grandeur into St. Lawrence 's bosom. 1 will take you to this place
by and by, reader , for I believe you have neve r yet seen it ,
unless you r own feet have carrie d you there . You shall have a
winter view of it as well , such as 1 had ; and you will not easil y
forget it. Gugy !—I wonder if he hears me across the Atlantic—
do you remember how we wabbled and shook over the Caho ts in
your Cariole , while your tandem steeds j ingled their bells, and
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snorted impatientl y at this interru ption of their would-be spirite d
pace ?—how the bal ized way smoothed as we approached Beau-
port ?—how you put on your spectacles as we neared a certain
lar ge domicile ; the home, then , of one whose home is nearer to
you now ? but th ere is no one at the windows , thou gh, at your
request * I look with two earnest eyes. And ' my nerves are stead y'
as we plough th rou gh the spotless, crisp-coated snow on that
declivity, in order to reach the river and skim along the ice. They
are stead y, al thou gh your leade r Alexander , a noble horse is he,
exhibits symptoms of dist aste for the jau nt , as he is every moment
strikin g tan gents and p ivotting on his heel s, with his haunches
buried in the snow, and rearin g lateral ly fro m the course. Not
very stead y, as I stan d again in the freezing mist , with that mag-
nificent , eye-dazzli ng, sense-confusin g spectacle , heavin g down its
mighty wrat h , in one br oad and endless sheet of liquid light , full
before me, into my ver y eyes. And you are now, as then , looking
at me, not at Montmorenci , to trace , if you can , the effect which
this glorious scene has on you r enth usiastic companion. Right ,
Gugy ; it has filled me with wonde ri ng, bosom-swellin g silence !
Hey ! good reader , whither have I wandered ? You must pardo n
me, pra y do, I could not hel p it: wh en my tho ughts take that
direction , I am spell-bound , amazed , drunk with delight , as I look
again on the revivified , re formed , recreated objects which memor y
and imaginati on combine to spread before me. Oh , reader , wha t
a treas ure is this double existence ! How much misery has it
enabled me to bur y ! What happ iness it yields !—Now, back to
the clank ing of the key, which struck throu gh my ears every step
as I trud ged along the fi rst two miles of a pilgrima ge, which thou gh
it has continued throu gh a hundred thousand leagues, will pro -
bably end onl y with life, or limbs ' inca pacity : the fi rst two miles
of a ru gged, j agged, and thorn y course , a hurricane rift , now in the
gorge of a mountain , now at the mountain 's summit , now in the

? fissur e of a preci pice, or upon its narrow and slippery ledge,
where the turn of a toe would h ave dashed me headlon g into a
fath omless ab yss : now on a trackless desert , or at a poiut in th e
wilderness , fro m which rad iated twen ty roads , and no direction -
post was to be seen , no star , no compass to guide. I plunged into
one at r andom ; it led me to glorious beaut y, and a clear , cloud-
less prospect of happ iness. 1 walked awhile among its flowers ;
but venoms intruded there , and drove me again to the wilderness .
Did 1 call th em venoms ? Perha ps 1 did : 1 think 1 did not ; and
on I restle ss roamed , hop ing ever y where , and at all times , save in
minutes of deadenin g gloom ; but I fought with the darkn ess, and
from tha t very d arkness stru ck a light which beaconed me on : it
showed me th at beaut y was earth 's and nature 's attribute. Thou gh
hope deceives , she cannot quell me by d isappo intment; thou gh
she saddens the heart 's pulsations by what proves to be . an ignis
fatuus here , she canno t vanquish my spir it ; she cannot extinguish
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the fire which she hersel f kin dles. I feel this is so; I know she
cannot ; and I sha ll find wha t I seek , that she is true at last , thou gh
I may die with out knowin g it. As untamed and untameable is
my sp irit at this hour , as it was on the mornin g I walked that two
miles , as unchecked and un satiated is my desi re for roamin g
further  ̂ further still , as it was on that fi rst essay of my hun dre d
thousand leagues. And here I sit at my garre t window , while the
cross on the dome or lantern of St. Paul ' s is peeping over the
int ermediate chimne y-pot s to see what I am doin g. Some of th e
work , if it were fair ly done , which you bar gained to do , in order to
be placed up there. If that cross possessed a ' mind' s eye ' which
can look into mind , it would see that I h ave halted on a hi gh
wooden brid ge across a canal , an aqueduct within a few yard s of
me, and a rush y and reed y stream runnin g under its arches , nea r
a village, which it would puzzl e the reader to find by inquirin g in
its nei ghbourhood , were I to write it down properl y. Let him take
the followin g beautif u l effusion of a visitor to its annual ' wake /
for directi on —

Nobod y k nows , nor I won't tell ,
What I had at Yen ton :

A frizzled pig, and a sca lded cat ,
And a pudden in a lantern.

Let the reader inquire the way to Yenton , and he will succeed :
but who could tell him how to find Erdin gton ? Well : 1 arriv ed
at this brid ge, ascen ded t he sta i rs , and leaned aga inst its rails , to
wait for Geor ge. The glory of a Jul y morni ng was beautif y ing
over hil l , and field , and strea m. I was not melanchol y, not sad ,
there was r iot in my heart , the sanguineness of high pleasure con-
fused with dre ad : and I bent my head upon the ra il and wept .
Absorbed , I neither saw nor heard the approach of my friend , till
he ta pped me on the shoulder : both were silent ; we descended
the sta irs , made one bundle of our two , passed a stick under the
knots , stnd each lent a hand , then moved on , with the bundle
dan gling between us , at a mp id pace ; and throug h the whole
day 's jo urne y of fort y-four miles , the silence was broken by what
can scarce l y be called mirth , it was an intoxicat ion of hilari ty,
w hich lasted onl y for a few minutes , and san k agai n into stillness.
Nor was the stilhiess despondenc y, on my side , at least. We felt we
were on a wide , wide world ; and to me, the world had neve r looked
so beautiful ! I do not mean the world 's worl d : a hundred tim es
on the jaunt , the r ichnes s of verdant and flowery existence invited
me to pause an d gaze , and bad e me forget wearines s. The month
was Jul y, the high noon of nature 's sp lendour , when all was redo-
lent of the passionate summer 's voluptuo usness , and gracefull y
beautifu l indolence fresh in the consciousness of its own loveliness .
M y friend George was my senior , yet 1 saw , on the second day, I
was the st ronger ; not in limb, muscle, or sinew : he evinced a
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kind of looking back, and a reluctan ce to let me discover that he
did so, and I exerted my dili gence in keeping his thoughts forward .
Would that I had permitted them to take their course ! / should
still have gone on , and fallen into my destiny 's t rack ; and he, 
poor fellow ! We made thirty-seven miles the next day, and
arrived in Liverpool at three o'clock on the third of our fli ght.
I was foot-sore and limb-wearied , nothin g more, and after depo-
siting our bundle with him at a small lodging-house , (which was
then on the outskirts of Liverpool ,, on the Manchester road , that
house is now swallowed up, and streets stretch out a mile beyond
its site,) I limped impatientl y down towards the shi ps'masts which
I saw.

For the thought of a ship was my childhood s delight ,
And the sight of a shi p was my boyhood's wonder :

She had been in the climates whose day was my night;
She'd united the lands which the oceans sunder.

She had kissed the green waves where the red corals glisten ,
And had gazed on the shores where the sea shells sing ;

And I long 'd to go with her , to see and to listen :
Oh, I long'd to be borne on her snowy wing.

She had baffled the billow, and rode on its crest ;
She had danced where the tropical sun shot fire :

And the * crash ' of the ice-berg had risen from her breast—
But a ship had ne'er glad den'd my eyes' desire .

She 11 be new to me ever though thousands I've seen ;
And the foam-sparkling path still is joyou s to me:

And th ough sea-sick and sore I have many times been,
I am sure I shal l never be sick of the sea.

There's poetry for you , reader ! Is'nt it sublime ? Laugh if you
wil l , I put it down before you that you might laugh at it. 1 re-
mained roaming about the docks, and looking at the countless
number of ocean wandere rs packed toget her there, and dotting
the rive r's face, ti l l  dusk , and the fear of losing my way ordered
me off to our six- penny lodging, to bed , an d there I lay in furious
discomfitu re all ni ght— too many bed-f ellows—and that clank,
clank , of the key was again ring ing in my ears. I turned over the
means of evading the pursuit  which I so much feared : I was in
torture , as I antici pated the consequences of being overtaken and
sent home again ; a puni sh ment awaited me, how much more to
be dreaded than bodil y stri pes ! Authority 's reproaches, and susp i-
cion 's watchings ; no li ght breaking in upon cold looks, but an
expression of caution and mistrust , or the pleasure of showing me
that I was detected and defeated , the triump h of aversion. I know
I wronged them : I know it now ; but 1 had no con ception of
aught else then , I could understand onl y their dislike of me, for
their affection never smiled upon me: and the one who could
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sympathize with me, did not know my miser y, or its cause ; he
could not believe it was so shar p and so dee ply seated . Th at any
good to me would be meant by their pur suit , was utterl y out of my
thou ghts , I should have expected milk fro m pavin g stones as soon.
Wh y, wh y did they suffer me to think thus of them ! How many
hours of silent bitterness have I endured in reflecting on this
mutual misunde rstandin g ; how much have I regretted that I
could not perceive it was onl y an error in the ir policy, the general
mistake , the ver y common course of those who have the guidance
of youth : but it bli ghted . I can now see that it was mean t to
check me in that familiarit y and communicative openness , which
Were implanted in my nature. I felt that I was made to receive
kindness , and to reci procate affection in its fullest burst and most
genial glow. Such was my nature ; my frame , my mind , my
heart , my sp irit were such ; this I will das h forth in defiance of
tli£ char ge of egotism , and the ridicule with which this claim to
ori ginal beaut y may be met. Such I was ; inexhaustible wer e
the stores , unfadin g their li ght , untirin g in their action , and would
have continued such had they not been repulsed , forbidden , dashed
back ; but they did not die.

Earl y next mornin g, we both sallied down to the Docks, to
inhale the tar and pit ch , &c. impregnated air , and to gaze on the
sea cours ers , stabled and stalled . Cur ious , inquisitive , and
admirin g, my eye ran over the crowd in St. Geo rge 's dock , where
lar ge and gallant flags , stri ped and starred , waved and flutte red in
the breeze , all flauntin g with the intelli gence that this was to them
a gala-day : it was the 4th of Jul y, and the American sailor s were
full of earl y hilarit y in their pre pare d resolution s to honour the
anniversar y of their inde pendence in due form , —t hat is, a fter a
sailor 's fashion of makin g merr y. I eyed with deli ght the many
board s suspended in the ri gging, announcin g the agreeable infor -
mation , that this noble sk y-pointing shi p was bound for Balti more
—that to Philadel ph ia— a third and fourth to New York —others
to Charleston ;—further on were shi ps for Jamaica , St. Domin go ;
in other directions , for Messina , Gibraltar , Cape of Good Hope,
Stockho lm , Gottenbur g,—an d eac h found favour in my eyes ;
each had a magne tic influence on my mind . But how lo choose ;
it was a kind of ccena-dub ia; or , as i t was ear ly in the mor nin g,
je ntaculum. Out of so man y I knew not whi ch to fix upon ; she
that promised to go furthest , thou gh , had most att raction. Com-
passionati ng fortune released me fro m the difficult y . I had ob-
served , without discoverin g that it meant anyth ing, for th e last
half hour , or longer , two well-dressed sailors , that is to say, two
clea n white-trowse re d, neat blue abundan t-button jacketed ,
glazed-hatte d , long pigtailed , mahogany- wainscot-faced , quid -
cheeked men , were our constant attendants ; walking where we
walked , and stopp ing as we stopped ; admirin g this fine shi p, and
that fine shi p, as we admired them . But taeir admiration was
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conditional , a comparative and exceptive admiration , and mingled
in it somethin g which was like intended information to us, thdu gh
not immediatel y add ressed to us, it was talking at us, with some
allusions to ships much lar ger , finer , and more beautifu l than any
there . Real ly I thoug ht them very obli ging. Go whe re we would
the pigtails swun g in attendance on us. At length one said , ' Are
you looking for a shi p, boys ? * Well ,' thou ght I , ' this is a ver y
civil , kind-hearted fellow, sp ite of his maho gany face.* Th is put
an end to all our trouble . 4 1 thank you, yes ; 1 should like to go
on board of a ship. ' ' Well come alon g with us/ said fi rst pig-
tail 's dup licate , ' our ship is a gallows deal finer th an any you 've
seen yet , with a jolly good Captain too ; he splices the main brac e
every week , and every time of close-reef topsails.' * Ay,' said
pigtail the first , c and he'l l order the p usser*s steward to blow your
kite out with lobscous and choke your luff with figgy-dowd y.*—
What splicing the main brace , and chokin g my luff, and lobscous ,
and figgy-dowd y mean t,. I could not guess for the life of me;
but as they were illustratio ns of the 4 jolly captain 's' good qualities ,
there was a spell in the unintelli gible j ar gon ; (many with wiser
head s than mine have been humbu gged by such process ;) and
with our guides , who , seeing we were str ange rs , kindl y kept
close to our elbows , we stepped lightl y along, and entered a
narr ow street parallel with St. Geor ge^s dock ; several persons , as
we passed, stood to look at us; and I noticed a shakin g of head s,
as if they meant 4 Ah ! something is wron g ;' there seemed to be
a compassion in it. ( Look there ,' said one of the sailors . 1 did
look i there ,' as he pointed , and saw an immense white flag, with
a lar ge red cross on the field , and a jumble of smalle r crosses in
its corner , sweeping and swing ing magnificentl y from a second-
floor window , down almost to the pavement. Into the door of the
house we passed ; ascended a fli ght of stairs ,—our bod y guard
regularl y placed , one leadin g, the other brin ging up the rear. We
paused at the end of the first fli ght , and the leader ta pped with his
knuckles twice , on what sounded door-like , and with out waitin g
for an answer , opened the doo r j ust sufficientl y wide to admit him
slip ping ly ,  an d it was inst antl y closed again . There was some-
thin g in this which struck rat her chillin g ly on my sp irits , as we
stood there in the dark pa ssage. M y friend George could not
suppress his alarm , and he gras ped my wrist hard , with a groan ,
' (Jh , tr yin g to d raw me back , but 1 was afraid of bein g fri ght-
en ed :—J ^elt 

an instinctive certaint y that we could not escape
that wa^W^ve endeavoured to do so, and I was ri ght , for at tha t
moment I heard the stepp ing and scra ping of feet on the stairs —
t here was nothin g for us but to go on. The door was now d raw n
open , an d our pig-ta iled leader looked over our head s to his com-
ra de, then beckoned to us to ' heave a-head ;' we did so; there
were th ree othe r of th e same breed of animals as our guides ,
standi ng in the room, near a door which opened as 1 supposed ,
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to an inner apa rtment. In the middle of the room was a table ,
wh ereon lay several pri nted and red ink-ruled papers with blan k
spaces, pens and ink , a book which looked like a register , and a
smal l mahogan y box. At the table were placed a leather -cov ered
arm-chair , and one of lighte r character and dimensions . The
guarded door opened , and my eye glanced on ran ges of pistols
and cutlasses suspended , and cuttin g Euclidisms and tri gonome-
tries on the walls : this looked awful ! A very han dsome man ,
with an epaulette on eac h shoulder —an armless sleeve han ging
from one—wal ked forward and seated himself on the leather chai r.
He smiled as he surve yed us both with a look which indicated
an ythin g but unkindness ; and the bland manner in which he ad-
dressed us , captivated me. He civill y asked if we wished to go
to sea. I answered , c yes sir; ' Geor ge was silent ; I was spokes-
man for both. Then followed the usual flummer y about the
honou r of serving his maj esty, fi ghtin g his enemies , promotion ,
brave fellows, glorious wooden walls , &c. ' What is your age ?'f Seventeen , si r. ' c Seventeen !' ' I shall be, sir , if I live a little
longer. ' ' Ay, I dare say. ' I spoke openl y to all his inquir i es
except on the article of name ; that I conce aled , and gave him
my mother 's. ' Will you let me see it correctl y written ?' and
one of the pigtai ls advancin g to the table drew paper and held a
pen before me. I took it and dashed off the name in full , spon-
sorial and matron ymic, at a strok e. c You write a beautifu l han d ,
young gentleman .' Youn g gentleman ! Young gentleman ! onl y
thi nk of th at ! Youn g gentleman , to me! ' Oh , what a good
man this is F I thoug ht , as I blushed at the ti ps of my fin gers
and under my toe nails , wh ile eve ry hair of my eye-brows stood
on end and oozed . * Wel l , if you conduct yourself properl y with
dili gence and sobriet y, I do not question but you will make you r
way*' . * I 'll tr y, sir. ' At this stage of the business an other per -
sonage ente re d and took the vacant chair , rivetin g h is two grea t
green glassy eyes on us ; his whole face besides was a blank , but
how those eyes seemed to grin ! a ti ger at his studies ; and his
light sand y hai r stood bu shil y out like a wi g of hemp, ever y thread
of which had a quarrel with its nei ghbour. Between the Captain
and this queer-looki ng animal , a half-muttered , hal f-hissed con-
versation ensued ; the ti ger was pr oposing somethin g to which he
of the epa ulettes obj ected , and I gathered the word s * Tender *
' the hold ? 'p air of scamps ? ' r iff- raff? to which the gentleman
shook his head , and said , * No, no. ' 1 learned the meanin g of all
this soon ; and; Capta in Mends , after twent y-five years , accept
my thanks for your * no, no.1 A shillin g was put into my han d,
which 1 gave to one of the pigtails . M y friend Geo rge receiv ed
one also , and stood staring at it us it lay in his open pa lm. We
had sold our bodies to the king, and to all others , his naval officers ,
to that t iger-gentleman inclusive. ' The French shi p (so it
sounded in my ears) will receive you,' said the Captai n, 4 and
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carr y you round to Plymouth , where you will be put on board one
of his majest y 's vessels of war , and there good care will be taken
of you."* l Ay, very good ,' said ti ger ; but ve ry unl ike a ti ger 's
was the voice ; it was a growlin g squea k , that set your teeth on
edge. Said the epaulett es, addressing one of the pigtails , ' Hop-
k ins , give this note to Mr. , (this was Lieut. , I forget
the name.) Hopkins 1 a sailor named Hopkins I I thou ght all
sailors were Ben (ilocks, or Bill H awsers , or Tom Bowlines, or
Jack J unks , or Mat Mainmasts , or Joe M izens , or Ned Halli ard s,
but , Hopkins ; what an unnautical nam e was that. Ah, me!
* all is not gold th at gl istens/ Hopkins and his pigtail shrunk a
foot in my esteem . Hop kins ! oh, Hop k ins , how you dwindled
before my optics when I heard you so called ! and it was to Hop -
kins I had given the shilling ! A movement toward the door cut
short this silent solo. I looked at the Captain and bowed, and
turning to the other , I just caught sight of a row of dirt y yellow
palisades , and a portcullis of the same texture and colour , at the
entrance of a dark and dismal cavern , for such his mouth , guarded
thus , appeared to me; and those two eyes squeezed together , the
whole of their infern ality of li ght concentrated into two diminu -
t ive, fiercel y burning dots. What an ugly, villainous , diaboli cal
grin ! That was his laugh ; I never saw him or it in my life after-
ward s, but I can neve r forge t it. The door of the room opened ,
and throug h it th e light streamed upon , I don 't know how man y,
fi gures standing out side. This caused an ugl y misgivin g : we de-
scended the sta i rs ; in the street a various collection of men , women ,
and some child re n had gathered near the d oor , and as we came
forth there was a murmur , and an exclamation of € Poor boys,
the y have been tra pped. ' Something was wron g I felt , but I could
not see the trapp ing. As we proceeded th rou gh the stre ets man y
of them accompan ied us , and I heard a lust y voice cry out , 'Th e
blood y press-gang have grabbed those two lads. ' ' Press- gan g !*
an d I becano e icy cold . Press-gan g ! then I had fallen into the
clutches of those horri ble monsters of whom I had heard such
fri ghtful statements ; whom I dreaded so suffocat ingly ! Impos-
sible ; there was nothin g in the remotest degree fearfu l in the
charac ter of these men ! They had shown to us nothing which I
should not have expected fro m common kindness or civilit y : and
t hat gentleman in the epaulettes ; oh , I could find no idea but
affection for him. Hah ! there was the green -eyed monster ; that
ti ger fellow was a sam ple of what I could easily imagine a press-
gang to be composed ; there was nothin g fearfu l or repulsive in
any of the others ; and I subdued my fear ; but poo r Geor ge,
afte r a pause of bewildered stu pefaction , burst into tears . I
lau ghed to chee r him ; and present ly we arr ived at the jett y, whe re
a smart boat , with six smart sailo rs , lay waitin g to receive us.—4 Shove off,' waa the wor d , and one man with a pole having a hook
at its end; did ' shove off/ and i sp lash ' the oars of the others fell
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on the water. Don 't believe , reader , that I had never seen or
sailed in— no, not sailed , but moved in—a boat be fore . I had seen
hund reds of coal barges on the Dudle y canal , towed by skeleton
horses , whose food was some p int of beans per diem , and th eir
driver s whi pped th em with those iro n cranks which they use occa*
sionall y for windin g up the paddles at the locks , thoug h the chief
use of these cranks was as a whi p. But here we skimmed along
across the ripp le, made by the uniform di pp ing of the oars , so
gail y, so li ghtl y, that my fears were smoothed as I admired the
motion of men and boat , which latter was advancin g obli quel y on
the tide towards a shi p which was pointed out to me by pigtail
Hop kins. • Is that a French shi p ?* I inquired of him. A gruff
' yaw, hah , ah! ' chor ussed fro m the six rowers , which ended on a
cadenza fro m pigtail Hop kins. < I wish she was a French shi p
out at sea, and you and me in a good cruiser in chase of her ,
thou gh her car go is no great shakes ; her name is the r nendsh ip,
and a ra re friend she is to some folks. ' ' Clap a stoppe r on your
j awin g tackle , Hopkins , ' said another. But Ho p kins would * sp in
his ya rn. ' ( There 's man y a chap aboard of her as would have
his runnin g geer choked in the luff , or his life lines stranded , if we
had not shipped him. ' Choked in the luff!  what does th at mean ?
I asked mysel f. ' Ay, or he 'd catch toko fau 'n ya m, sarve d out by
the pa rish beadle , at the car t 's tail , inst ead of beef an d bur goo,
aboard o'that craft .' < Toco fau 'n yam at the cart 's ta il!' I
laug hed at the jest, the whole boat 's crew thou ght it someth ing
funn y, but I could not unde r stand it. ' Wh at is that lon g thin g
like a coachman 's wh ip, fl y in g at the topmast head ?' said I ,
somewhat pro ud of my nautica l knowled ge. ' Top mast ? said
Hop kins , contem ptuousl y, ' you mean to say the main tu gallon
must head, but th at 's the mai n truck as it flies from . Wh y that 's
his majesty 's p ennant , wha t he flogs the French with. ' 'Oh !'
here I felt a kind of r umblin g under my ribs. Fi ght ing was ver y
amusing , ver y inte rest ing matter in a book , but the fi rs  ̂ feeling
that I was probabl y to be occup ied in furnishin g, or assisti ng to
furnish materials for a tale of battles , had somethin g in it of a
st ran ge, and not pa rticularl y ngreeab le natu re. But then I might
live, escape to tel l the tale myself. Ah I there 's the balm ; there 's
the momentum ; the putter on , the magnet which attra cts , the
excitement tha t st imulates man y an honourable her o . Hero !
th is I certai nl y neve r expected to be, th is I cert aint y never sha ll
be, except by acciden t , as man y heroes have been made ; though
I sometimes d reamt of it as a thin g to be wished .

Now we were app roaching ver y near the shi p, ' Unr ow,' and up
at once flew the oar s out of their ru llocks : * Boat your oar s ;' and
1 scramb led after Hop k ins and n youngster (who had been silent
durin g the transit) up the ship's side , and stood on board his
Majes ty's tender , Fr iendship. Hopkins gave the note to Lieu-
tenant , who , afte r a word or two of question to me and my
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companion , ordere d the stewa rd to serve us out the day 's allow-
ance , and give as hammocks ; and we were shown into a hole ;
the descent to it was by notches cut in the angles of a post , against
which , polished by greas y hands , a knotted rope was suspended :
th is hole was called the steera ge : in some shi ps it is the after-
hold , here it was after -hold , cable-tier , and steera ge, in one : as
yet I did not descend : I stood on the deck gazin g on the intrica cy
of method in the infinit y of corda ge, till my brai n gnawed itself
in the pe rp lexity, and to escape from it I looked abou t from stem
to stern . I saw some eigh t or ten men , with hard and ru gged ,
weather-beaten visages, not so triml y • ri gged ' as Ho pkins and his
comra des were , d istributed here and there , and huddled together
on the foreca stle as man y more of the most squalid , dirt y-bearded ,
matted-haire d w retches , stockin gless and shoeless, with such
enormous splay feet , their bodies covered , or partl y covered , by
fra gments of various coloured garments : the wildest creature s I
had ever looked upon. I never had imag ined man in such a
state ; and what faces ! each man carried a countenan ce of reck-
less miser y, a hatred of hope, a defiance of despai r, or it was
despair mocking itself. M y soul was sick as I looked upon them ,
and they lau ghed at me aloud ; and then a sudden burs t of con-
fused yel ls , lau ght er , and hideous curse s arose ;—when ce ? from
the caver ns of the shi p. I looked down , and as I did so, a hot
and pestilent ial effluvia rose and enveloped me. I looked throu gh
a heavy wooden gratin g, across which was a stron g iro n bar , with
a huge padlock at t ached to it ; and I saw th at which th rew me
back almost faintin g with horror! M y t hro at felt as if it were filled
with lumps of somethin g which produced a sense of stra ngulation ;
and how fierce ly my heart did ' knock at my ribs against the use
of nat ure!' I remember I bent mysel f forward , bowin g my hea d
dow n upon my breast , for some minutes afte r, re t reat i ng from the
gratin g, as if 1 would by that quell the violent and audi ble beatin g.
In that short glan ce, I had seen a crowded mass of disgustin g and
fea r ful head s, with eyes all glarin g upward s from that terrible den ;
and heaps of filth y limbs , tr un k s, an d heads , bundled and scat-
tere d , scram bling , lau ghin g, curs ing, scream ing, and fightin g, at
one moment. Ere long I learned what they were ; among them
were the offscourings of villany, the re fuse of j ails , beings wh ose
infam y was their source of merri ment , their solac e in ca ptivit y !
There too were men whose lives and chara cters were unim peach-
able , both in law and custom ; industrious men , on whose repu -
tation the world ' s breath could not cast a blemish , who had been
forcibl y seized fro m their hearth-sides ; I hear d much of their
h istories afterwards : there were men also, who , closing months
of toil and peri l , or years of hope-encoura ged perse verance , in
distan t climes , returned to their native shores to be kidnap ped , as
their foot was in the act of kissing the strand , or suddenl y inte r-
cepted as the ir arms were stretched forth to give and to receive
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the welcoming embrace of fathers , mothers , sisters , brothers ,
wives , an d childr e n , whose p ier cing cries or bitt er curses were of
no avail , u tterl y, save to give a p iquance to the fiendish enter -
prise ! All , all were min gled , herded , an d barred in that pesti-
ferous , gor ge-sickening, soul-bli ghting den ! In that hole, which
could not be thirt y feet in length , by th e shi p's bre adth , one
hundre d and eighty human beings were crammed to eat , drink ,
and sleep. Ever y mornin g the den was emptied of its inanimate
filth , except that which was glued on and ingrained in the bodies
and ra gs of its occupants ; who , by divisions of ten or twelve ,
were permitt ed to ascend to the deck for hal f an hour , for the
pur pose of purif ying themselves ; or, as the lieutenant coarsel y,
but most trul y expressed it , ' to blow the stink off them. ** These
were some of * Old England 's jolly tars ,' her ' Wooden walls
de fender s,' men who sing,

1 Britons never , never , never will be slaves !'
'An ounce of civet, good apothecar y, to sweeten my imaginati on. 1
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Mrs . Leman Grimstone is a most agreeable companion for an
excursio n in the regions of fiction. We know of no novelist who
combines more of the requisite invention and versatility of talent ,
with so much of pure , wise , and noble pur pose. Both in her
former production , * Woman 's Love , ' and the present , there is a
rich vein of ori ginalit y runnin g throu gh the narrative , such as one
rarel y meets with . And yet thou gh its presence is felt, it is never
obtrusive. Like Miss Mar tineau , she writes with a didactic pur-
pose ; but not being restricted to the illustrat ion of a single sec-
tion of that Moral Economy which is her science, there is less
occasion to bank up the narrative , and restrain it from those
windin gs and overflowin gs which characterise the current of real
life. Like Miss Auste n, she excels in descri ption , especiall y tha t
of persons and circumstances wh ich at fi rst appear common place,
and inca pable of interestin g ; and her descri ptions have generall y
the additional merit of convey ing some know led ge of chara cter
and mind , and answerin gj some furthe r pur pose besides th at of
producin g a vivid picture in the reader 's imagination. Like M iss
Ed geworth , she has hu mour , not so broad and racy , but a quiet
lad y-like hum our , which thou gh it provoke not a laug h, never
fails of a smile ; and like Miss Ed geworth too, she ra rel y loses
sight of the subject of education , on which her notions well de-
serve th e attention of parents and instructors . Like Godw in , she
is a re form er , political and social , but aiming at chan ges less
to t al and impr acticable than some contemp lated by the auth or of
' Cale b Williams ,1 more in the re form-n ot-revolution way ; and
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No. 80. 2 Q

CHARACTER ; OR JEW AND GENT ILE .*



if pursuing her obj ect with less power, ever manifesting far more
ease, grace, and flexibility. Were we to trace a parentage for the
characte r of her fictions , we might ascribe the maternity to Miss
Aus ten , and the paternity to the author of Barham Downs and
Hermsprong. Mrs. Grimstone looks more abroad , beyond mere
household doings, than the one ; and has less causticity and par-
tizanship than the other.

It is the lowest praise to which the author is entitled , but it
is needful to say, lest we should m islead the reader by the obser-
vations j ust made, that her story is as abundant in stirring incident
as the most thorough-bred novel reader can desire. The plot
might have been more skilfull y developed : its management is
however a manifest improvement on th at of her former publica-
tion. The effect is heightened by the variety of costume, both
physical and mental , which the Jewish characters enable her to
introduce. The stately daughter of the Jewish Baron , is a poeti-
cal and oriental sketch , and so is the Patriarch Mezrack, and his
daughter Hagar. They cast a rich tinge on the familiar faces
and homely scenes, like a painted glass window in an English
d rawing room.

Mrs . Grimstone excells very much , both in the delineation and
the developement of character. She preserves its metaphysical
truth. Her rnind has a distinct conception of the individual
nature of each actor in the history . There are no lay figures.
She sustains the proprie ty of every word and deed, and of all the
interior workings of the soul , when her plan requires th at these
should be laid bare, more completely than it has ever been done,
save by the great masters of fiction. The influences are dis-
tinctly indicated , and the conduct adequatel y matured. Sir
Ralph Beaucaire in becoming the mere creature of vulgar and
worldly ambition , and Marmion in becoming the victim of his
glowing impressib ility, seem to be fulfilling an inevitable destiny.
The story onl y works out the problem of their fate from the given
quantities of their nature and their circumstances. From several
sketches of character , we select that of Malfort ; the intellectual
portion of it; the personal description is most appropriatel y fitted
to it.

4 Perhaps none are more surprised at the successfu l issue of a
scheme tnan the very rogue that achieves it; because, havin g" tact
enough to put matters in a train , they work out their own accom-
plishment ; and he, conscious of the smallness of his efforts , and his
total absence of desert , naturally wonders, in the secret recesses of
his soul , at the great result.

4 Mal fort was one of th ose moral enigmas that baffles inquiry . He
was at once profound and shallow ; for whatev er skill may be exerted
to do evil , the doin g it shows the mind to be essentially unsound . H,e
had courag e and cowardice ; he dared to do acts that , if detected ,
would overwhelm him with disgrace and misery, and he lived in ap-
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prehensive watchfulness, through fear of their revealment. He had
prid e and humility ; he was inflated -with the consciousness of crafty-
power ; but he could cringe to the power that mastered him. He was
social and selfish ; he loved society, and seemed to enjoy sympathy ;
but perhaps his ministry to that was the veriest selfishness , for self-
gratification , in some form or other , was the alpha and omega of all
his actions. He was industriou s and idle ; possessed a restless acti-
vity that kept him ever originating something, but , with an inaptitude
for regular and continued labour, he in reality did nothing.

4 Perhaps a perfect anatomy of his character none could bear , but
those familiar with the disgusting details of the moral dissecting-
room ; who know what humanity is, what it may be mad e, and how it
is made what it often becomes ; who love it too well in its beauty,
not to pity it in its debasement.

4 While almost every one regarded Malfort as a being of the
blandest and most unselfish benevolence, living and acting for and
with his fellow-creatures, he was in fact a creature of the meanest
and most selfish motives, preying on and perverting all he approached.
He professedly squared the rule of right and wrong by the advantage
or disadvantage to society ; on this comprehensive principle he could
allow himself to do indi vid ual mischief, under pretence of producing
collective benefit. His was one of those grand moral theories by
which wholesale philosophers become retail rogues.'—p. 62—65.
vol. ii.

Passages are scattered through these volum es whi ch deserv e
quotation for their wisdom and their beauty ; we take almost at
random the following on evil examp le and libertinism .

4 Evil examp le is like the incendiary 's fire ; we may perceive where
it has sprung, but cannot tell where it may spread . It is not those
that sow the wh i rlwind that alway s reap the storm ; when the blast is
once abroad it involves all , even the very straws that lie in its way.'—
p. 109. vol. i.

* The li bertine has all the bru te's indifference, without the brute 's
excuse for it ; but he ensures a penalty that may well win him the
pity of even those th at most spurn him. In the hou r of remorse—and
if it never reaches him before , it does at the hour of death—he hears
u a voice cry ing in the wilderness ;" it is the voice of abandoned child-
hood , left by reckless selfishness to the wolves of society !'—p. 87.
vol. ii.

The app licatio n of a scri ptura l expression in the latter quota-
tion appea rs to us to be marked by great felicity and originality ,
and there is much beau ty in the following reflection appended to
a death-bed scene :

4 Philosoph y may satisf y itself that vice arises from the inevitable *
necessity of the wretched structure of society ; it knows too that every
crime is pregnant with its own punishment ; and , revolting at the idea
of an ete rnity of tormen t , as the decree of a j ust and benevolent God
against a being whose duration of error has been , comparativel y, but
as an instant , it can consi gn the wicked unto death , and trust there may
be, for them, no resurrection,. But with those that have sinned little ,
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and suffered much ,—who have endu red penalties that another 's crimes
have pu rchased—who have sowed the seed , but never been allowed to
reap the harvest—who have lived in hope, but died without fruition ,—
can philosophy contemplate them , and deny the immortality of-the
soul ? If th ere be a belief beautiful and beatify ing, it is the belief of
the eternal life of the good , and the everlasting reunion of the at-
tached V—p. 205, vol. i.

In the remarks on the qualities and training which are desirable
for those whose sphere of exertion is the chamber of sickness or
debility , there is that sound and strong sense, combined with good
feeling, which ought to recommend this work far beyond the pre-
cincts of the circulating library.

' Nursing should be held as a profession , and its professors be en-
dowed with a suitable education—be called to the exercise of its duties
while yet in the vigour of life, and not after. Appointed to act as
the adjunc t of the surgeon and physician, ought they not to possess
some kindred intelligence ? How often , for the want of this, has the
best medical advice proved nugatory ! It is not contended or desired
that women should supersede or rival the male practitioner , since
excess of sympat hy, it is to be feared , would ever be liable to endanger
female efficiency. But as the assistant, the agent of the medical man ,
woman, under ail circumstances of illness, is, beyond description ,
essential ; but it must be cultivated woman, capable of comprehending
the intelligence she acts wi th , and the necessities she acts on.

* We shudder to think of the mischief and misery ignorant nurses
have done and may cause. They are about humanity when it lies in
the prostration of physical and , consequently, mental weakness,—
when it is drawing its first breath , and essaying its dawning powers.
A few years ago in France,-—perhaps still in the remote provinces,—
it was common for nurses to compress the heads of infants by actual
violence or continued pressure, if the shape of the skull did not
happen to please them. In our own country, in our own day , the
administration of ardent spirits , fr om a motive of mistaken kindness,
is common, especially among the poore r classes ; and , be it remem-
bered , the best benefactors and the brightest ornaments of the human
species have been given to the world by poor women.

* Neglect and indifference to mankind in the mass pervade society
th roug hout , and generate the mischief that lame laws and subsequent
quackery vainly at tempt to cure. In nothing is the truth of this
assertion more conspicuous than in all that regards the birth and first
years of the human being. It is the fate of the great maj ority of
the species to fall from the hands of nature into the hands of an
ignorant nurse and an ignorant mother ; after these, schoolmasters.
doctors , divines , lawyers, and leg islators tinker the injured individual
till death comes to his rescue ; nor even then can his memory or his
soul escape speculations that are busy with his fame here and his fate
hereafter. But most consp icuous in this blindfold system, that
paralyzes human progress , is the disregard of female cultivation . In
all the departments of life in which men are called to act , some pre-
paratory disci pline is deemed necessary and a fforded ; but where
women are concerned , the presiding deity is chance. No provision
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is made to fit them for their al lotments , thou gh they are called to fill
offices involving the most vital interests of society. Women extract
k nowled ge fro m practice—the y rare ly brin g knowled ge to it:  that ,
under such circumstances , they so often acquit thems elves with
ability, is pre gnant with proof that mental power is the unalienable
property of humanity ; and , since it thus bursts above the bli ght of
neglect , and repels the effects of mistake n institutions , what , und er
bette r aus pices , might not be hoped from it V—p. 32—3 5, vol . i.

The dia logues, which fre quently occur , especial ly in the first
volume before the bustle of the sto ry begins , deserve great praise.
Th ey are characteristic , well-timed , inte restin g, and instructive.
The first links of long, useful , and often novel trains of thou ght
are put into our hands , and onl y the most inert will let th em slip
without tracin g them fu rther. Mrs . Trevor , a frank , inde pendent ,
and speculative woman , who , we presume , speaks the opinions of
the author , talks thus :

* " We call ourselve s Christians ," she added , *c but where do we
recognise our brethren as the children of a common parent , as beings
alike powerless at birth , and perisha ble in death , and filling the in-
ter vening space as we can , and not as we would ? Exclusiveness is
the vice of pri de. Better would it please our God to make thi s world
a place of common fellowship, than , like the costl y cathedral , with its
gilded pews and seat less aisles , a place of invidi ous distinctions.
Even the common of reli gion has been parcelled out by pride ; the
selfish line of demarcation dra wn where God himself says all are
equal ! I cannot re-model society ; but I may regulate my own
hou se ; and my practice shall exemp lify ray princi ple. I will endea-
vour to im itate t he Gr eat M aster , an d say, ' Come unto me, all ye
that labour and are heavy laden ,' not to learn o/* rne , but to learn with
me, and to learn that greates t , most consolatory of all truths—that
we are all brethren ."

4 Some one remarked that there was a great diffe rence in the
broth ers.

' " True ," she rejo ined , " and wh y ? May not the cause be fou nd
in the spi rit of proscr iption which operates to prevent that intercom -
munion wh i ch would li bera lize the r ich , an d refine the poor ? The
former cannot endure the infringement of the mere points of empty
eti quette which the latter are disquali fi ed to observe. Dress , disp lay,
and fashion are estimated beyond intell igence and sociality. We want
cheap or gratuitou s moral amu sements , an d zealous moral teachers for
the people. To what may the increase of methodism be ascribed ?
To the zeal of its ministers , who, t houg h often preaching a revol ting
doctr ine , under all the disadvanta ges of ignorance an d vulgarit y, have
yet evinced a warmth , an ener gy that arous ed the attention , and ex-
cite d the feeli ngs of their h earers . If the same energy was exerted
to awa ken the powers of reason , to appeal to the moral affections , can
we doubt of the effect th at might be p roduce d ? May not congrega -
t ions of rationalists be collected as well as congr egations of fanatics ?
Wh y have we not places of amusement and moral instru ction , mu,T
p eums , and libr ar ies open to the people V
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* " Because the vulgar/ ' cried the obj ector , " spoil the works of art
without improving by them ; waste that which they are not worth y
to use V

* u How long will they do that ?" she rej oined. " Only while they
are vulgar ; which they must ever be if there is no attempt to mak e
them otherwise. A fford to all proper means, and God has so gifted
his creatures , that they will accomplish the right end. Cannot we
take a hint from the ancient philosophers ? Oral instruction , the
most effective of any, is scarcely kno vtfn among us. Are there no
moral missionaries who will teach moral philosophy, without alarming
the igno rant by say ing it is such ? Cannot they give moral illustra-
tions, simp le and evident in their application , beautifu l in their truth ,
and enforced with eloquence and benignity V

* " Then you would have public walks, and peripatetic philosophers V
* " Yes ; I admire their doctrine and mode of teaching."
* " And how would you support the expense of all this V9
* ct By curtailing pensioned pomp—by annulling hereditary and

unearned honours—by applying to real utility the wealth devoted to
empty show. A great man has said , that • he deserved well of his
country who made a blade of grass to grow where grass had never
grown before.* How much more does he deserve that plants good
feelings and usefu l ideas in the moral waste or wilderness of a barren
or neglected mind—wh o teaches, without technical parade, or pro-
fessional pomp, a knowledge of moral nature, of ph ysical nature , of
the gentle humanities , of all the most general and usefu l truths."
' " And you imag ine this would effect a happy change on the

poorer classes V*
* *' Let it be tried. To what do the more culti vated classes owe

their propriety of manner , discretion , and discrimination ? To the
facility of . access to moral instruction , delicate amusement, and judi-
cious association. Can no practical effort be made to give these to
all the other grades of society ? Yes, easily. But no ; the grand
aim is to increase wealth , not happ iness. Large revenues are prize d
beyond an improved or contented people. Thus the vintner 's gaudy
palace every where seduces the poor man to drunkenness , but not
one institution rises to invite him to rational amusement , and throug h
that medium to moral amelioration. The coffee-shops, where he can
procure a cheap, unintoxicating beve rage, and have at the same time
access to a little literary knowledge, I hail as one step in the poor
man's favour." '—p. 32—37, vol. ii.

These volumes are well-timed,, and it would not be amiss that
those peers should read them who are yet deliberating on their
legislat i ve conduct toward s our Jewish brethren. Not that they
will find any direct discussion of the policy of conceding civil
rights to the children of Abraham , but they may learn some
beautifu l lessons of tolerance, for which both their heads and
hearts will be all the better, and therefore their senatorial conduct
more satisfactory . They may see, j udiciously and touching ly ex-
hibited, how much we are all the creatures of circumstance, and
how bad are the work ings of the distinctions which have been set
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up and perpetuated in society by a short-sighted selfishness. Such
lessons deserve general consideration . They ought to be attrac-
tive ; Tor while rribst forcibly inculcating an enlightened philan-
thropy, the author always inculcates it with a force which is
chara cterist ically feminine. We talk of masculine understand-
ings, but according to the ancient Greeks the goddess of wisdom
was a woman .

The 'decline of the stage' has of late years become a stock phrase
amongst a large portion of the public, an d those writers who
affect to guide the opinions of the public. The matter has been
so lon g assumed as an undou bted fact , that it would seem to have
grown into an acknowledged truism, no more to be dis puted th an
the fact that the earth revolves about the sun. Yet, notwith-
standing, a close analysis will probably set the matter in a differ-
ent light. What proof is there, that the aggregate amount of
money, paid by the public for admission to the various theat res,
is less, even in proportion to the numbers of the population , than
it ever was, even i n those days which were held to be the * palmy'
state of the theatre ? The declinarian s will probabl y reply, by
referring to the condition of the large theatres, regarding them as
business speculations for pu rposes of profit. This is granted ;
but then on the other hand let them look at the numerous theatres
which have arisen on all sides to take away the audience. Let
them look at the fact that man y country towns now maintain
theatrical establishments of their own , a portion of whose inhabit-
ants were accustomed to make occasional tri ps to London , one
of the princi pal inducements being the desire of visitin g the
theatres. That individual speculators , or that speci fic theatres,
may have suffered , is no p roof whatever of a genera l decline.
The question at issue is , not even whether numerous actors are
out of employment or badl y paid, but whether as regards the
genera l population a larger proportionate number of human beings
are now mainta iried by the various emp loyments connected with
the d rama than ever was the case before. Those who look at the
increased number of the theat res must reply in the affirmative ;
and it wil l scarcel y be questioned , that hi gher salaries and a larger
number of them are now paid than ever were paid before. If the
fact be so, an d I believe tnat it is not to be doubted , what becomes
of the assertion as to the ' decline of the stage ?' Could the pro-
prietors of the large theatres maintain their monopoly to t he letter,
against all the principles of j ustice, t here is little doubt that their
establishments wduld again be in a most prosperous condition ;
i. e. with ordinary attention to calculat ion in their financial ar-
rangements, a matter in wh ich they have for the most part been so
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woefully deficient , th at nothin g but an enormou s rate of profit
could ever enable them to keep their funds in advance of their
expenses. But the increased gain which such a monopol y would
give the m , would be obtained only by the ruin of a lar ge number
of actor s and the consequent ly diminished pleasures of a lar ge por-
tion of the play-going communit y . The fact is, th at the lar ge
theatre s are inju dicious contriva nces for performin g bad ly nume -
rous branches of the d rama ; and the smaller theatres , wh ich onl y
aim at doin g one thin g, do it so much better , that when the
mar ket is open to competition they carr y away all the custom.
The monopol y which served to keep the supp ly of theatric al enter-
tainment beneath the demand for it , was the cause that the patent
theatres were built of so large a size that not above one hal f of
the au dienc e could hear or see distinctl y. The monopoly was the
cause that a lar ge capital was employed in extra scener y and
other proper ty for a large variet y of perform ances. The monopoly
was the cause t hat a treble company of actors were usuall y kept
on the establishment , or t hat actors who were expected to play
three fold characters , an d consequent ly to play all badl y alike ,,
wer e paid large salaries. The monopol y, wh ich yielded lar ge
profits , was the cause of a wasteful expenditu re in carr ying on the
concern , and which could not have been kept up had the audience
possessed a choice , as they were exceedingly badl y served in con-
sequence of • His Maj esty's servants ' hav ing more to do than
they were capable of. Had the lar ge theat res been establishments
for issuing fort h manu facture d goods , it is clear , that even w it hout
a mono poly they might have been carried on to gre ate r advan-
tage than smaller ones , but the commodit y they dealt in was see-
ing and hearin g, an d conse quent ly the supp ly they could yield was
limited by space. Beyond a certai n distance the article they
dealt in was deter iorate d, yet notwithstandin g all their customer s
had to pay at the same rate. Consequentl y, so soon as the
smaller theatre s were opene d, and pro ffered their commodities at a
lower rate of paymen t , where all the audience were treated alike ,
could all hear and see, an d where for the most part the acting was
quite as good as that of th e large r theatres , the lar ge r portion of
the play-goers were at once taken up by the new establishments ,
and the old ones , being still sadd led with their heav y expenditure ,
so soon as their income was diminished fell in ruin. And there -
u pon the cry was raised of the * decline of the stage.' The stage ,
the stages of the lar ge theatre s, have declined ; they are unfitted
for the purposes they were intended to serve , th ey are fit for no-
thin g but sp ectacle , and al thou gh their p ro pr ietors en deavour to
uphold th em by means of persecuting the minors , it will be al to -
gether in vain. The public have come to the conclusion that all
mon opolies are mischievou s , an d eith er with or without the con-
currence of the legislature they will be swept awa y.

But notwithstandin g the fact that the decline of the profits Qf
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the patent theat res is no proof of the general decline of the stage,
it is quite certain that the improvement of the stage has not kept
pace with the impro vemen ts in other bra nches of art . This fact
might in itself be considered sufficient to hav e kept the stage in a
far worse cond ition than that in which we find it. If it has th riven
so well , un der so many new circumstances tendin g to depress it,
we may re asona bly hope that when it shall be freed from its
shackles , com petition in excellence will advance it high in public
favour. Ever y bod y can remar k , t hat the persecut ion, the dis-
abilities in law, and the covert proscri ption in private life, which
the Jews have had inflicted on them by the nat ions amon g whom
they have dwelt , have had far more effect in keeping up their
peculiarities , and preventing the developement of the higher
qualities of which th ey are capable , than an y deficiency of intell ect
or misch ievou s regulations of their own. They have rema ined a
separate people, not by their own wish , but by the injustice of
their neighbours , j ust as the wisdom of the Greeks has degenera ted
into cunnin g under the oppression of the Turks. Most peop le
are now aware of this fact , yet it does not seem to str ike t hem ,
that a similar law of proscr iption has hitherto pre vented the p ro-
fession of actin g from risin g to the same state of excellence as
other arts. It is the mor e need fu l that the proscri pt ion should be
remove d, inasmuch as theatrical attraction has now to contend
w ith numerou s other intellectual tastes which have grown up
amon gst the pub lic since the d ays of Garr ick 3 and which by their
better cultivation draw into othe r channels much of the money
and attention which would be given to theatrical amusement , were
there a constant developement of all the excellencies of which it
is capable , so as to meet the capacity of the constan tly increas ing
taste of the public. In the days of Garrick , play-goer s were not
rea ders as the y now are . There were no boo ks of a hi gh order of
imagination constantl y issuing from t he press, and furnishin g a
var iety of novelty. Th ere were no dioramas , and panora mas , and
cosmoramas , and zoological gar dens , an d colosseums, an d number -
less other metho ds of expendin g surp lus coin in public amusemen t.
The sti ge rei gned sole and undivided , an d occu pied the princi pal
tal k of the town , while fo re ign politics excited little of stirrin g
interest in that age compared with the age of transition in which we
at pr esent live , and during which the minds of the large majorit y of
all classes are occup ied with the sti rrin g details of political agitation
of a domestic nature , to the exclusion of all fictitious exciteme nt.
It require s no pro phet to foresee , that as public enli gh tenmen t
proceed s, the excitement , which is at present on the increas e, will
grad ual ly lessen , an d as actors improve in fitness for their pro fes-
sion , their influence over the public mind will increase. At pre-
sent , by far the lar ge r portion of the plays which are put forth are
behind the tas te of the play -going public. They can feel no
interest in fictitious and unnat u ra l emotions , an d to repre sent
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hum an nature as it really exists in the finer specimens, requires a
class of actors widely different from what they have hitherto been
accustomed to behold. With the exception of a very few, fro m
what classes of society are the mass of actors and actresses draw n ?
Are they from the refined, the educated classes ? No, on the
contrary, the profession of acting is for the most part the resort of
the needy, the vicious, and the idle. Not, the talent for acting,
but the desire to act , is the common rule,, and thus, acting, instead
of being what it should be, a combination of the highest kinds of
human refinement, is degraded into low and miserable mimicry .
iHere and there, peculiar circumstances bring forth a ra re specimen
of high talent ; but  the talent of a single individual is insufficient
to embody forth a whole play, to make the illusion com plete. It
Las indeed been alleged , and by those who have paid much atten-
tion to theatres and acting, that the instances are very rare, in
which the peculiar organization and combinatio n of qualities
requisite for a fi rst-rate actor are found in the same individual .
This is partly true, but then it must be remembered , that the

fep here of humanity in which the instances are sought is j ust pre-
cisely that in which they are the least likely to be found. A ban
lias been set upon actors and actresses, and they are in the mass
held to be outcasts of society. By law they are vagabonds, unless
they chance to be admitted to the privilege of using the slavish
designation of ' His Maj esty 's servan ts ;' and though those of high
name and talent are endured , the mass are designated in contempt
as ' stage-p layers, and * play-actors/ i. e. mere mimics or moun-
tebanks, without any pretensions to high feeling or hi gh intellect,
and the hopelessness of acquiring respect causes them to be
regardless of morality, at least that morality on which the public
affects to set a value. They are made Pariahs by society, and as
a consequence they establish new rules of morality amongst them-
selves. Time was, that stage-play ing was considered the direct
opposite both of religion and morality, and subversive of all virtue.
It might be so, but the immorality was not in the art itself, but in
the pro fessors of it. The public had determined that none but
worthless people should be allowed to become players , and that if
worthy people attempted to practise the art they should be held in
no better esteem than those they mixed with. As a consequence,
an art , whose immense value as a vehicle of public instruction has
never yet made the fi tting impression on those who might guide
the public, has been left as a monopoly, wholly, or nearly so, in
the hands of the worthless and inferior members of society. When
the ban shall be removed , when all those who are conscious of the
capacity shall be allowed to practise the art , and all who believe that
they possess the capacity, shall be allowed to essay the practice,
without losing caste , the numbers of those possessing the hi ghest
talent for it will be found very considerably incre ased . There can
be little doubt that , for the most part, those possessing the highest
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talent For actin g will be found amongst the educated classes of
society, who are at present especially sh ut out .

Settin g aside the immoralit y prevalent amon gst many of those
who follow the profe ssion of actin g, and of whom it may be doubted
whether after all they are more immoral than the rest of the com-
mu nity, and especi ally such part s of the communit y as possess
temperaments equall y excitable with theirs , for the business of an
actor or actress has a tendenc y to brin g forth to the publi c gaze
all their private actions as well as public ones , and set them in a
strong light—settin g this matter aside , as belonging not to the art ,
but to the individuals , what is there in the art itself, in the use , not
the ab u se of it , which has a tendenc y to foster immoralit y eithe r
in the professors or their audience ? Is not orator y orator y, whet her
it be poured forth from the lips of an actor , or a barrister , or an
M. P.? Is not the influence of music, which bri ngs forth th e
perception of the beaut y to be found in the creation , is it not a
good influence , even if not equal ly powerful , whether the locality
be a theatre or a chapel ? Are not moral sentiments equall y moral ,
whether they be found in a play or in a sermon ; and is not that
moralit y the most usefu l,, which , being conveyed in a palatabl e
form , is the most likely to be imbibed , like the Politica l Econom y
of Miss Martineau ? No one doubts that the student would glean
most knowled ge fro m Adam Smith , and Kicardo , an d Malthus ;
but unfo rtunatel y, the mass of mankind are not stud ents , and if
they will not take stron g mental medicine in its naked form , it is
better that they should take it wra pped up in literar y currant-jell y
than not take it at all. Is ndt the exhibition of living bea uty in
4 God 's own image* more likely to ro use the imagination of the
sculpto r and pa inter , than the forms of the academ y in clay and
plaster , and marble ? Are not the lights of a theatre as good and
wholesome lights as the lights of a chapel or a ch urc h ? Let th ere
be no misunderstandin g here: I deny not the utilit y of churches
nnd chapels , and should rejoice to see the beautifu l sp irit of Chris -
tianit y more rife in them , in opposition to the tradin g sp irit of
rel igionism , but I abhor the cant which would , for int erested pu r-
poses, assume , that because a church is good a theatre must neces-
sari ly be bad ; that morals can onl y be tau ght within consecrated
walls. What is there in the beautif u l scenery of a theatre to give
an immoral impression , more than in the adornments of a Catholic
chapel, or the picture s at Somerset House , or the National Gal-
lery ? What is there more impro per or ridiculous in stage costume ,
than there is in the robe s of a Catholic or Protestant pr iest or
bishop, or the jud ges and counsellors of the law courts ? Nay, the
former is commonl y in good keeping, whereas t he latte r are most
absurd . Is an actor , of fine person , an d noble countenan ce, clad
in a handsome costume , in the character of a good and wise man ,
and giving fort h truths in the modelled tones of orator y, is he less
likely to make an impression on his audience , unitin g the powers
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of passion and reason, than is a professor at an ordinary lecture ?
Cannot the lesson of the patr iot be as well read to him from the
Doards of a theatre, as from the floor of St. Stephen, or the pulpit
of the Rotunda, or the platform of a political union ? Does not
a great actor , in short, by operating upon several senses at once,
wield a moral power infinitel y greate r than that of a debater at
St. Stephen 's, and if so, why should he be held in less respect ?
Some contemner of theatres and actors will perhaps reply, ' This
is all very true in the abstract , but it is found in practice that
players and play-goe rs are very immoral people.' Then I ask, to
what is it owing that an instrumen t capable of producing so much
good to the community , should only be productive of evil ? There
is but one answer : the odious, the accursed, the mischievous, the
suicidal monopoly.

The most ancient attribute of the stage, and which has most
commonly been quoted in its favour , is the fact of its being a
moral instructo r for the community . Man y who hav e deemed
themselves further advanced in wisdom have affected to laugh at
this, and to regard the stage merely as a matter of amusement ,
enti rely devoid of influence. The wise people may nevertheless
have been out. The stage has possessed influence, though the
influence has been evil ; and being evil , it is fortunate that its
influence has not been more widel y extended . The power and
iufluence of the d rama, if rightly guided , might be enormous. The
rulers of despotic countries are aware of this , and therefore is it
that they invariabl y make the stage their own property, and guide
its proceedings in the mode which seems the best adapte d to their
own interest. Those who doubt , might be reminded of the power
of the old Greek tragedies, and the Roman Roscius might be
quoted to them, but they would perhaps reply, that the power they
possessed was onl y an evidence that there was a lack of other
exci tement, which is not the case now. What then will they reply
to the fact, that the excitement which built  up the barricades of
Brussels was engendered at the theatre, that the revolution lately
attempted at Frankfort, also had its ori gin at the theatre .* Wh y
do people visit the theatres at all ? Because * man is infinitel y
precious to man ,' and when he cannot behold in reality the hi gher
beings of his species, he loves to behold their semblance and the
p ainting forth of their actions, as near the life as may be. The
taste of man in the rough , is not always good ; it require s culti-
vation , and therefore is it that the demons of his species h ave
seemed to him like heroes. Therefo re is it, that now the eyes of
the commun i t y are opened , they re fuse any longe r to worshi p the
pagod things which were crammed into the plays of former days,

* A wri ter in the Spectator—the ancient , not the mod ern—describin g his sensat ions
afte r a tra gedy, said that he felt so hero ic, that he could hav e defended the Spe ctator
and Sir Roger de Coverle y againut a score of Mohawks. Yet upon staying out tho
farce, all his heroic virtue vaniahed. It is a true picture , aud thq moral is admir able .
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and sat for cha racters . They have nothing in common with them ,
and the proof of it is , that even among Shaks peare 's plays, thos e
onl y have retained th eir hold which embod y human passions apart
from the considerations of factitious dignity . There is no decline
of interest in all that concerns men in rea lity, and still less in his-
trio nic fiction , which , afte r all, fre quentl y contains more truth
than much of the real ity which passes for truth in the world . Time
was th at the battle of Waterloo was p resented on the stage , and
the « drowner of men ' was hailed with clamour throu gh h is repre -
sen tative. This has passed away ; no audience will now hail with
acclamations the shedders of human blood , b ut it was at the time
a proof of the interest take n by play-goe rs in the deeds of their
fellows,—that they loved the fiction because it represented huma-
nity, i. e. human actions , and thus will it ever be. The livin g
representatives of human life will ever yield pleasure , but t he
publ ic taste is now more refined , and the art of acting , as well as
the matter acted , must mak e much progress to meet it. The
mat ter acted must be such as wil l tak e hold on the sympathies of
the audience , and the ac tors must be creatures of God's mak ing,
and not of man 's marrin g. They must be trained in no school
but that of unerrin g nature ; they must be the aristocrats ,* i. e. the
best beings of humanit y, possessed of the most per fect physical
organization , together with the highest moral and intellectual
qualities , and they should be sought whereve r they might be found ,
without pay ing regard to high or low birth , or any of the externals
of art or fashion.

Supposing the stage to be ad ap ted for all that I have endea-
voured to indicate , it must at once be clear , th at so far from the
profession of an acto r or an actress being one of dishonour or
degradati on , it ought to become one of hi gh ut ilit y. Let t he ban
be removed from the profession of acting ; let actors and actres ses
be acknowled ged as teachers of the people, and in that capacity
let moral cond uct be exacted from them , and the disre gard of
publ ic decency punished as is the case in other classes of society,
not by the proscr i ptio n of the whole bod y, but by the expulsion of
the offendin g individual. Let genius and talent , instead of bein g
an excuse for vice , as is the case at present , be considered onl y as
accompan y ing circumstances ca lling for add itional severit y of
pu nishment. Let the public do this , and the y will work a chan ge
which will app ear almost miraculous. Under such countervailin g
motives , theatre s would cease to be the haunts of disgusting sen-
sualit y, or at worst they would be divided into distinct classes,—
the haunts of vice and the schools of virtue. At pres ent , the pro-
prietors , w ho call themselves ' res pecta bl e, ' and who would be
much scandalized at the idea of bein g thou ght immoral , are in

* The name of aristocrat tia s lost its proper mean ing. In common parlance , an
amtocrut now means mere ly a person surrounded by factitious dignity, without regard
either to mental or corporeal excellence.
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rea lity traffickers in vice, or if not so, its base and voluntar y
ministers. Under the circumstances of a beneficial chan ge, such
as I have allude d to, the same motives would press on theatrical
proprietors to preserve public decency, as are now imperative on
certain other proprietors , and the agents of vice would necessa ril y
slink into unseeml y holes and corners , and thus two separate
species of nuisance s would disappear from the public gaze , instead
of being thrust forward to the anno yance of the well dispose^.

The love of acting is a ver y widel y spre ad passion , wh ich , if
closely anal yzed , would perh aps be found based on the love of
power ,—a desire to rule over the mind s of others ,—which seems
to be corroborated by the fac t , that most inci pient actors believe
their peculiar forte to be tra gedy, until convinced of the contrar y
by the suffra ge, or want of suffra ge, of their audience. At most
of the boy-p ens, christened by the name of schools, the pr opensity
to act is found to be stron g, and the schoolmas ters use it as an
instrument to excite the boys to emulation in the use of speech ,
throu gh the process of declamation . It is said also that Napoleon
took lessons of Talma how to act the emperor. Thus an actor may
teach a soverei gn , but is not held fittin g to teach a people. But
afte r the love of actin g and declamation has bee n first encoura ged
in a boy by his school maste r , and the exhibition of it has met with
the approbation of his parents and friends , he is expected to put
it away as on a shel f so soon as he has left school , and th en to
acquire new tast es of a dire ctly contrar y tendenc y. If he per sist
in likin g actin g., he is called a f spouter ,1 a ' stage-struck fool,' and
sundry othe r ep ithets , and warned that total ruin must be the con-
sequence if he does not abstain. The boy cannot comprehend
how that which met with app ro val while at school , can chan ge its
natu re after he has left school , his reaso n revolts from the ty rann y,
and he resolves to persevere. Perchance he is thwarted in his first
wishes to make an essay, and they become stron ger by the denial
of gratific ation. Walter Scott remark s, that if Waverle y 's aunt
had given him unlimited access to the youn g lad y he fir st took a
fancy to , the charm would probably have lost its force , and even
thus is it wit h actin g. Give the boy or the youn g man his way,
let him tr y the experi ment , and he will be satisfied as to his fit-
tingness or unfi tting ness , but th is is not the rule. He is debarred
from the opp ortu nity of provin g hi s skil l, and he runs away and
becomes a stroller. Whether he succeeds or fails , the stam p of
pluye r is thencefo rth stricken upon him , and , unless he be a rich
man , he may never tur n away fro m that for which he is unfitted ,
to that for which he is fitted. A man may stud y for a sur geon or
physician , and afterwards become a t radesman , or a merchant , or
a clerg yman , or an officer in the arm y. Amongst pro fessions he
may chan ge fro m one to another with imp unit y , and amo ngst
trades the same. Tlie militar y engineer may turn awa y from the
business of destr oy ing towns , and , as an archi tect , take to buildi ng
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them up, but the unfortunate wi ght who hus once essayed to act,
and has failed , finds all resources shut against him. He is pro-
scribed. If he goes to a lawyer and app lies for the situation of
clerk , the lawyer repl ies,, * Oh ! you are the stage-struck young
man, and won 't do for me.' The merchant makes the same rep l y ;
the chemist , the apothecary, the tradesman , the manufacturer,, all
are alike. There is a great hardsh ip in this to the individual , and
the public at large is a still greater sufferer. It cannot be doubted
that amongst the educated classes of the community , the greatest
chance exists of finding individuals suited for first-rate actors.
Amongst bankers' clerks, and the sons of thriving tradesmen,
amongs t lawyers and doctors , ay, and amo n gst churchmen ,
embry o actors may exist , j ust as probabl y as a Clive was found
amongst the clerks of the India company ; and it is desirable that
they should have the opportunity of try ing their skill—if the sp irit
move them—without being subject to a cruel punishment in case
of failure, because their ambition had soared too high. It is like
the ordeal of old , when a large re ward was the price of success,
and the pain of the burnin g ploug hshares was followed by a lin-
gering death of torture in case of failure. It would be well to get
rid of the penalty . The failure, in at temptin g a walk of genius
beyond a man 's powers, is in itself a heavy punishment , and it
oug ht to be considered sufficient. He has attemp(ed no crime,
and had he been successful, the public would have been greater
gainers than himself. When this ban shall be removed, the effect
will be most advantageous ; for a number of inefficient actors wil l
be removed from the sphere for which they are un fit ted , the
pressure of population will cease to press against the theatrical
f u n d, and a larger supp ly of first-rate talent will be brought for-
ward . Theatrical talen t is more widely diffused than our present
ignorance will allow us to believe. The sp irit of acting is ambition
and the love of excitement combined . Circumstances would con-
vert an excitable acto r into a soldier, or sailor , or t ravell er , or
chieftain , perchance to disp lay as much skill and bravery, and
energy, as those who were more legitimatel y trained. Walter
Scott understood human natu re, when he created Jack Bunce the
p i rate, out of the strolling player , who deli ghted in the alias of
Frederic Altamont. The same sp irit was stirring in both cases.
The favourite amusement of the officers on board war ships whil e
at sea is acting plays, j ust as is the case with asp iring schoolboys .
He who could enact—not mimic—the hero best, would of a surety
find his enthusiasm stirred the strongest, while boarding an armed
foe. The battle words of the play would instinctivel y become the
battle words of the real fi ght , the slogan of ferocity , j u st as surel y
as John Kemble, in the feeling of acting reality, struc k the p ewter
drinking vessel from the hands of his colleague behind the scenes,
deeming that he dishonoured the Roman fame. The great Goethe
was an enthusiastic lover of the drainu. J3ulwer makes Paul
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Clifford , while a youth , emulous of enactin g the part of Turp in ,
and part ial ly puttin g it in practice in after life. Have not the
fort y thieves of the Arab ian Nights been imitated in real actin gs,
by thievin g boys in London streets ? It is more likel y that those
boys gleaned their ideas from the enact ment at the theatre , than
fro m the book , and there is little doubt that the pres entation of
Tom and Jerr y, was the forerunner and teacher of many similar
real scenes. When the time shall come that such thi ngs shal l be
avoided , and better th ings presente d in their room , a corres pon din g
improvemen t will be rema rked in the public. Base actors have
represent ed base things ; the viler human passions have been set
forth as merel y laughable and ridiculous , but when the ban shall
be remove d , higher nature s will set themselves up as teachers of
the people, whether as amateurs or as paid professors ,, and hi gher
qualities will be tau ght. There is genius enough to be found ; if
ye doubt it , look on the faces which pass along the street s, and
after printing them on the retina of your vision , lament with me,
that

4 Knowled ge, to their eyes her ample page ,
Rich with the spoils of time , did ne'er unroll/

Lament with me, that l chili penury,' or more chilling trainin g,
has kep t their nobler faculties from being more fully developed.
But the time is coming, there is yet a glorious beyond in view ;
human wisdom will prevail over human ignora nce ; and the pro -
gress of refineme nt and accompan ying noble sentiments , will be
in a compound ratio .

* Its coming yet for af that ,
When man to man the warld o'er ,
Shall brother s be for a' that. '

Junius Redivivus.
To be continued.

560 Corfe Castle Ruziis.

In sunny beauty 's self-diffu sedjight ,
That beam 'd to shame thiflBeat of Athel wold ,

She moves before me—Lo ! the sp iritu al might
Of vision is upo n me : I behold

The bleedin g 4 Martyr 1 spur his horse to speed ,
And the queen smiling at the mother 's deed !
I ' ve trod the ver y stair Elfrida t rod,

And seen the summer -clouds roof fleetin gly
The towers of her inheri tanc e ! Ay, st ro de

Above t he walls where monarchs feasted hi g-h ,
Sweet women sinnM , an d dun geon ed victims groan 'd ,
And vassals reveli 'd whilst their masters moan 'd !
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Nettles and thorns and ivy overspread
The high places of the tyrants of old days ;

Arid o'er their weed-choked hearths is idl y read
The little name of each dull thing that stra ys

From his poor pigmy hovel , to crush 'd towers ,
Where the past 's shadow clasps and overpo wers
The substance of the pre sent. Some few flower s

Amid these silent ruins breathe and smile ;
And bi rds and insects frame their brooding bowers

In the cleft walls—a s if to reconcile
The eternal enmity of birth and death ,
Ashes with blood , and airless dust with bre ath.
The fulness and the vacanc y of being,

Reality and vi sion , truth and fable
Altern atel y with blindness and with seeing

Endue my pausing spirit ; and , unstable ,
Yield mingled visitings of faith and doubt :
Pale adumbrations ot this wreck without
Come to the chaos within —I darkl y dream ,
Lull'd bv the unseen flow of my mind 's cavern 'd stream .

Mary. 561

* \y *

Thou art not beautif u l, if freshest youth
Or fairest form doth make the asker 's creed ;

But th ou art beaut ifu l, if love, and truth ,
And wisdom , who wait on thee still to feed
Thine eye, th y smile, th y voice,—be all we need.

The y know thee not who love thee not , they wear
A blind ing veil, th at makes them idly heed

Th y gentleness to win , meekness to bear ,
Thy strength to live or die , for what th y soul holds dea r.
I watch thee when in mood quiet and holy

Thou sittest ra pt— I dream there is no taint
On this most lovely world , of pain or folly—

I gaze on thee as on a pictured saint
In some cathedral niche , where thro ' the faint

And hallow 'd shade , from glass of many dies,
All thin gs how bri ght soe'er are made acquaint

With gloom—o'er all the spell of twilight lies—
Yet fad eth not the light in those upraised eyes.
I gaze again , when in less tranqui l mood

The spiri t thro ' th y th rilling frame doth move,
Th y mind all eage r for its work of good ,

Thy heart all busy at its work of love,
The quiver ing lip, the trembli ng hand that prov e

Th y tenderness is truth— I gaze and see
The longing soul pant for its home above,

Str ive with the fram e that will not set it free
To seek a world wh ere all are angels like to thee.

MARY .
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Oil tatry yet , sweet soul ! this world is dark ,
And needs the light and coin fort of those eyes ;

Thou art a dove and must not leave bur ark ,
Thou ever with the olive branch th y prize ;
Thou has t a mission , ere th y spiri t flies ,

To teach all others to resemble thee ,
That o'er , away unto th y native skies,—

Away immortal soul , thy bonds are free ,
Away , and find th y heaven —Love and Eternity !

588 A$plan<?$ Sermons.

The author of these Sermons seems to be an admire r of the
style of Tillotson and Blair , and in our opinion has / bettere d the
instruction ' which is to be der ived from that school of composition.
Like theirs , his discourses are characterised by fcound sense ,
always persp icuousl y, an d often el egan tly expressed ; there is
scarce ly ever any thing in them which can offend , usual ly much
which must please ; and if passages are ra re , wh ich , by their
eloquence or ori ginality , stan d out in relief, the re is a general
harmon y, proportio n , and polish , which enhan ces the effect of
each di scou rse as a whole, and tends to produce on the mind the
kind and degree of impression which we may infer that the
preacher contemp lated. We seldom meet with compositions
which have more the appearance of being prec isely what the
author intended they should be. So equable are they, that a spe-
cimen might be t aken almost at random ^ without partialit y or
un fairness , to exhibit their characteristic qualities . We select
the following on accoun t of its subject :

* In the midst of commotions we tremble ari d complain. A thunde r-
storm aldrrn fc us , for we fedr that the lightnin g may fall upon our own
roof; but presentl y all is serene in the heavens , and we philosophize
upon the salutary tendency bf storm s and tempests. Unde r a civil
t y rann y, a rebell ion break s dut , and the timid and selfish predict
universal ruin—w ithout them , and in spite of them, libert y is esta-
blished , and their ^child ren and their children 's childr en go up to the
tem ple to prai se God for puttin g the love of libert y into thel hearts
of some of those that went before them. In the refo rm ation of the
Churc h , the philosophers of the day see nothi ng but the loosening of
the bonds of religion , and an inundati on of moral and spiritual evil :
thus Erasmus , who was foremost to expose the corru ptions of the
Churc h of Rome , alarmed at the effect of his own works , predicted
unheard of miseries from the defection of the people from the priest-
hood ; but the Reforma tion, fallin g in with public opinion , went on ;
error after error , su perstition after superstitio n , imposture after
imposture fell , and the re is not now an enlighten ed Roman Cath olic
in Europe , who does not look back with piou s gratitud e to the Refor-

* Sermons on var ious Subject *, chiefly practic al. [By R. A upland. London , Hun-
ter , 1833.
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tnatlo ri , ari th e tneahs equall y of pu rifying h(s dwn chiirch , and of
Restori ng reli gious liber ty to the world * * The Reform ation wa& indeed
the occasion of much reli gious persecut ion , a state in which there
always prevail grea t cri mes and great miseries ; but this is only one
side of the picture : by the sharp discipline of persec ution hare beefl
formed some of those noble minds on whose constanc y and moral
heroism histor y deli ghts to dwell , and to whom the Divine promise
ass igns the bri ghtest crown of heavenl y glory. Nor is this all ; the
school of persecution can alon e, perha ps* teach communities the great
lesson of the sacred ri ghts of conscience. In the beginnin g, men
seriousl y think th at they ought to do many thin gs contrary to peace
and freedo m, and that they reiider God service by makin g one another
wretched. Tir ed at length of the int erminable warfare , they allow
each other time for reflection ; by degrees * they see and feel and
dep lore , the eVils of strife and violence on account of opinions ; in the
calm, philosop hy puts forth her str ong ar guments , and the still small
voice of revealed religion is hear d urg ing her powerfu l persuasions ,
un til in the end , thfe sitifulness of persecu tions Is generall y admitted ,
and the right of all men to freed dm of conscience is jplaced amoti gst the
axioms and elementary tru th ? that no man in his senses dares to dis-
pute. When , again , the chain was broken that bound the souls of
mankin d to the papal throne , it was ri ghtly enough fore seen that the
Chris tian world would break into innum erable sects , and pro digiou s
calamiti es were predicted as the fatal consequ ence : we can now smile
at the gloomy prophecy : none of the evils arisin g from sects are at all
comparab le to those sprin ging of necessity from the insolence and
imposture of one dominant ch u rch , whilst many blessings have flowed
from th e exercise of private jud gment : the vario us Christian parties
have served as balances or check s in the social machine ; the spiri t of
emulatio n has excited them on all sided to greater efforts for the
attainment of int ellectual and moral eminence ; contro versy has pr o-
moted free inquir y, which has led to the acknowled gment of certain
general trut hs ; in these , the wisest and best ttieh of all parties ,
after a time , are disposed to take up their rest ; and in this manner
sects, like softi e dreaded serpents which carr y with them an anti dote
to th eir venom * cure t,hei r own evi ls , and terminate , by a natural and
easy death , in that rational arid charitable faith , the last attain ment of
human reason , but the first lesson of the Gospe l* in which all men of
all nations may agree , a moral and devotional , rathe r than a doctrina l
creed , and a creed which allows , respects , and cherishes , those diver-
sities of persuasion which the Creator has made inseparable fro m th e
human mind , and which are thrown into the social system in order to
quicken th e intel lectual powers * and to save society from supinen ess
and slot h , the worst state into which man can fall , and the wors t ,
because a nearl y hbpte less stat *. p. 32—35.

The euthanasia of sectarianism here descr ibed , is, indeed,
devoutl y to be wished . We should rejoice to see stro nger symp-
totti s of its speedy ftpp rofech . It is tb be feare d , that in Dissentin g,
as well as in Established Churches , there are too man y obstacle s
creat ed by petty in terests an d passions to the simp le pu rsuit of
truth and the honest express ion of opinion. The more imperat ive
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is the obligation on all true Christians of promotin g, not only in
legislative enactment , but in social intercourse , that mut ual tole-
ration , withou t which there can neither be liberality nor liberty.
There are man y observa tions in the volume before us , which tend
dir ectly to this point ; and many others which do so incidental ly.
On that and many other accounts we rega rd it as a valuab le con-
tribu tion to the cause of rational piety and useful practice.

' Una superstitio, quamvis non concolor error.'
Prudentius.

One of the earlies t expedients adopted by the human mind to
extend and perpetuate its knowled ge, is classification. But the
distinctions thu s introduced , howeve r necessar y to assist and direct
the first stages of its intelle ctua l progres s, have no exact coun-
ter part in the realit y of thin gs, and require to be softened down ,
and sometimes almost disappear , when the mind is bro ught by
more enlar ged observati on to a juster conception of the infinite
variet y of truth . Nat ure executes nothing p er salt um : th rough-
out the universe eve ry chan ge is grad uated , every transit ion im-
perceptible. This re mark is equall y tru e of the histor y of man ,
and of the classification of human characters , parties , and opinions.
Her e, as in th e kingdom of nature , the lines of demarcation be-
tween the several species are often traced with too much abru ptness
and pre cision ; and the facility with which the mind yields itself
to an established distribu tion , and embraces the moral associations
attached to it , offers a per petual hinderance to the impartial admi-
nistration of histori cal justice .

The proof of this stat ement we rest on the general histo ry of
sects, philosop hical and rel igious : a more particular and a ver y
curious illustration of it may be found in the r ise and influence of
those singular speculations , which , under the general ti tle of
Gnosticism , introduced a new variet y into the multifarious aspects
of human opinion durin g the first ages of our era , and marked
by impercept ible gradations every shade of belief and speculation ,
that claimed an y kindre d with Christianit y, from Judaism on the
one han d to the ver y ver ge of Polytheism on the other. * Our

* The work s that we have followed as our authorities in the foil owing sketch of the
Gnostic schools, in addition to what may be found in Lardner (History of H ereticsJ
and Priestley (History of Earl y Op inions , Sf c . , J  are H istoire Critique du Gnostietsme ,
2 tome* avec p lane het , par M. Jac ques M atter , and Allgemt ine Geschichte der Christlichen
Relig ion und Kirche von Dr. August Neander. l sten band. 2te Abthe ilung, p. 414—
540. This last writer has devote d a parti cular work to the subj ect of Gnosticism ,
which we have not seen , Gmetische Entwiklvng, 8f c . ; but as his genera l history ap-
peared subsequentl y to that work , it may be supposed to exhibit in a condensed form
his latest opinions and final corrections .

ON THE INFLUENCE OF THE SPIRIT OF GNOSTICIS M, DURING
THE FIRST CENTURIES OF THE CHRISTIAN ERA.
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pract ice of stud ying Christianit y almost entirel y throu gh the
medium of the canonical Scri pture s, which authenticate its ori gin ,
leads us to regard it too much as an insulat ed fact in the vast
complexity of human affairs , unin fluenced in its form and develope-
ment by the actual condition of the world at the time of its appear -
ance, standin g apa rt in its own solitar y divinit y, and separated by
a broad and impassable barrier fro m all interc ours e and sympath y
with them that were without. But histor y exhibits a different
pictur e . The pure reli gion of J esus came into the wor ld in the
midst of influences , which , withou t affectin g its divine essence,
modified its outward characte r , and were the source of the err ors
which blended the mselves with it. Among these influences none
were more powerfu l than that spirit of darin g and mystic specula-
tion , which assumed in its more defin ite shape, when blended with
any of th e doctrines or facts of Chri stianit y, the peculiar designation
of Gnosti cism .

This design ation , in its fundamental idea, implies the posses-
sion of a superior science , communicated only to a few, and dis-
tin guishin g them from the multitude. Thou gh the term is limited
in its actual use to speculations more or less connec ted with
Christia nity, yet the sp irit which it represents is of far higher
ant iquity, must be traced back to the mysteries and sages of the
Eas t, and is in its nature diametrically opposed to the popular and
unpretendin g character of the gospel . Even amon g the republican
Greek s, the distinct ion between the exoteric and esoteric doctrines
of philosophy existed , but chiefl y in those schools that were most
remarkable for an Oriental tend ency of ideas. The revival of this
love of mystery , with the assum ption of a divine knowled ge, de-
rived from intuition , or communicated throu gh a secret trad ition ,
which was pe rceptible at the time of the ori gin of Christian ity,
arose from the interming ling of the ardent and contem p lative sp irit
of the Ea st with the more practical mind of the West ,, wh ich was
one of the effects of Alexand er 's conquests in As ia, an d was per-
petuated by the foundation of an universal entre pot for commerce ,
langua ge, philosop hy, and re ligion , in Alexandria . The ancient
philosop hy of the Greeks experienced this influence almost as
stron gly as Christianit y ; and the new Platonic schools onl y exhibit
another phasis of the general spiri t of Gnosticism ,

It would be an abuse of terms to describe Gnosticism as a kind
of philosophy, since it assumed rather than reasoned , created
systems , instead of searchin g after truth , and set facts at defian ce
with an audacit y unpar alleled in the histor y of specul ation . Its
str ength lay in the earnestness with which it ad dressed itself to the
deepest yearnin gs and most inte nse questionin gs of our mor al
nat ure : its field was the imagination ; and here by the boldest
imagery and most arbitrar y combinations it endeav oured to solve
tho se deep pro blems of natural theology, relative to the ori gin and
purpose of evil , and the connection of matter with mind , to which
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even the reason of the nineteenth century has as yet confessed
itself inadequate . We should best designate the mental character
of the GnQsticg by a word, which the French and the Germans
have not scrup led to borrow from the Greek, Theosop huts, men
whose contemp lations were fixed immediately on God, the eternal
source and princip le of all things, instead of looking for wisdom
nearer home by stud ying the order and harmony of his visi ble
works. This a p riori and fundamental knowledge of God was
the gnosis which raised them so far above ordinary men , and from
which they drew w ith so much certainty and confidence their
magnificent theories of the order of Providence and the plan of
the unive rse. It was distinct from faith , which they despised as
unequal to the wants and capacities of a spiritual mind j nor was
it reason , which , as an instrument of divine truth , their theories
are a sufficient proof they never employed ; but it was actual
knowled ge, which they pretended to derive either, 1. from some
primitive revelation , to which they had access } or, 2. from im-
mediate intuition ; or 3. fro m a more exact knowledge than was
granted to the world, of the pure doctrines of Jesus Christ.

As Christianity arose out of Judaism, the question natural ly
occurs , whether the latter religion was at all impregnated with
this Oriental spirit. That this was the fact, is not only probable
from the influence to which it must have been exposed during its
tem porary exile on the banks of the Eup hrates, but is certai n ,
from the existence of the Cabbala , which we can firs t detect in
the interval between the Babylonish captivity and the birth of
Christ . The Cabbala was a body of etoterio doctrines relative to
the sp iritual world , which , us the name imp lies, had been derived
from tradition , and which bore a close resemblance to the system
of Zoroaster. The distinguishing feature of both systems is the
doctrine of successive emanations from one primeval source of
li ght , and the acknowledgment of a vast number of sp iritual agents
good and evil , in the administration of the affa irs of the universe.
Zoroaster, it is well known , taught the existence of two hostile
powers, the causes respectively of good and evil , Ormustd and
Ahriman ; and the traces of this belief, the recognition of a king^
dom of dark n ess warring with th at of Jehovah , which was an idea
al togeth er at variance with the simple and absolute monotheism
of the Mosaic institutions, fi rst became perceptible after the return
of the Jews fro m the land where thei r elders had had perpetual
intercourse with the sages of Chaldea and Persia. Then first we
discover, as a result of the diverse action of foreign influences on
the same community, the hitherto unknown phenomenon of secta-
rian division among the Jewish people: the Pharisees eagerly
embracing the splendid spiritualism of the East, the Essenes and
Therap€Ut38 exhibiting its mystic a'od ascetic tendencies ; and
the Sadduce«s, who rejected all tradition , and prided themselves
on an adherence to the simple law of their fathers, presenting a
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Juda ic antagonism to these innovat ions. The elements of (3noS-»
ticism wefe therefore in existence, and actuall y fermentin g in the
hear t of Juda ism, before the preach ing of the Gospel ; and we ipay
consider the cabbalistic doctrines as the transition state between
pure Zoroastrism and the final developement of the pro per g no sis.

Contemporaneous with these change s in Ju dea itself, a Gnostic
element was formin g* und er circumstances somewhat different *in another quarter , to which we have al read y all uded , in the city
of Alexand ria. Hithe r , it is well known , a number of Jev va had
migra ted in the rei gn of the fir st of the Ptolemies ; and amon gst
them were those who shared in the general enthusi asm fostered
by those princes for letters and philosop hy. The adopt ion of
Greek as the common dialect of the multifarious inhabitants of the
city, promoted the readier interm ingling of their reli gious and
philosoph ical ideas. In this centre of the eastern and western
worlds , the doctrines of all sects and countries were th rown into
combination , and from their mutual act ion arose new forms of
speculati on. The mystic science of the native pries thoo ds, though
declined from, its ancient rep utat ion, must still have had ita influ-
ence in the general excitement of human ideas ; and it was here
brou ght a second time into coll ision with the institutions of the
great Hebre w legislator and prop het , who was said himself to
have been learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians ; and to
these elements and to the tradit ional knowled ge of the system of
Zoroaster , which the Jews brou ght with them fro m Palestine , were
added the doctrines of the several Grecian schools , and espe-
ciall y that of Plato , which found in Alexand ria a congenial toil .*
Underthese influences flourished Philo , who allegorized the Mosaic
code, and found in it all the doctrines of Platonisrn . We can
t race in his writings the germ of Gnosticism . By his doctrin e of
a logos, or wor ld of ideas , dwelling in God , and the medium of the
divine agency on the world of matter , which he borrowed from
Plat o, he prepared the way for some of the most favourite specu-
lations of the Gnostic schools. He ascri bed all t r ue kn owled ge
of God to intuition ; and conceived that fro m this source Moses
and the pro phets deri ved a kind of gnosis.

Fro m perce iving the tendency of men's ideas previous to the
appearance of Chris t * we are the less sur prised at the form that
was given to his doctrine by vario us sects , when it came to be dis-
seminated in the world . It combined with elements al read y
existing , and formed compounds in which the pure and practical
wisdom of Jesus was d isguised in mixture s of heathen orig in . I t
is state d by ecclesiastica l writers , that only two kinds of heresies
were know n in the two fi rst centuries ; tha t of those who denied
the possibility of any connexion betwee n the visible and invisible
world s  ̂ and considered Jes us Chris t a man in appearan ce onl y*

* Grt tutumu tn hogyitiufn urbem Alexandriam bftb uit Pfctopipn philo^p^hift.
Heyn©, dc Genio Sfleculi Pto lexnaDorum , p. 144,
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the Docetse ; and th at of those who considered heaven and earth
as equal ly und er the superintendence of one divine princ iple, and re-
garded our Saviour as, in nature , a mere man —the Ebionites : these
were viewed as the extreme points of heretical op inio n ; one deny ing
the divinit y, the other the humanit y of Christ ; and between them ,
recognising the union of the two nat u res , the precise centre of
orthodoxy was supposed (o lie. It will be seen , however, that
the Gnost ic princi ple, in its various forms , connecte d by imper -
ceptible gra dations even these extreme points of divergency ; tha t
there was an Ebionitish form of Gnosticism as well as one which
harmonized with the syste m of the Docetae ; and that the doct rine
of Cerint hus , in particular , who was contempor ar y with St. John ,
mark s the t ransition from the Judaizin g sects of Christia ns to
proper Gnosticism.

Wh en the cou rse of speculation is so pu rel y imaginative and
ar bitrary , so little governed by any princ i ple of reason  ̂ as in the
case of the Gnost ics, it becomes almost impossible to classify the
several schools and doctrines with any app roach to exactness.
As these speculat ions , however , had their source in philosp hical
doctrines , which existed previous to Ch ristianit y, we may, for
the sake of distinctness , distribute them into two pro minent
classes, accor di ng to the regions in which the doctr ines, from which
they appear to hav e sprung , chiefl y prevailed , and trace them either
to an Alexandrine or a Syrian gnosis. Of these two schools of
Gnosticism , it is observed b y Nean der , (i. p. 424,) that Platonism ,
with its peculiar views of the nature of matter , is the basis of the
former ; and Parsism , with its doctrine of the two princi ples of
light and darkness , of the latter. In the former of these schools,
Satan is the being opposed to the supreme and benevolent God ,
and matter is his doma in , while the demiu rgus, or imme di ate
maker of the worl d , so far from being opposed to the supreme
God , is his agent and organ . In accord ance with these princi ples,
no contrariet y was supposed to exist betwee n the old dispensat ion
an d the new ; between the material an d the sp iritual world : the
forme r were rega rded as state s of prog ress and transition to the
higher order of th ings announ ced or exist ing in the latter ; the
visible husk or shell of a gnosis, that was revealed to the spiritual
mind. There were thus two different worlds , and two different
dispensations cor responding to them ; at the head of each dispen-
sation , as at the head of each wor ld , there was a different God , a
higher and a lower ; and this distinction was extended even to
Christ , the earth ly Christ and the heavenl y Christ being united at
the baptism. Thoug h the notion entertained of matter by this
school was such as might lead to ascetic practices ; yet their
ackno wled gmen t of a harmony between the visible and invisible
world deterred them from the extrava gances of those who con-
sidered mat ter as altogether with in the j urisdiction of a malignant
being. In the Syr ian gnosis, on the other hand , into which the
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dua lism of Zoroaste r entere d as an element , the demiurgus repre-
sented Ahri man , and was a being essential ly hostile to the good
and supreme deity. Fro m him the old dispensation proceedin g
was in its spirit and its precepts directl y opposed to the new : the
presen t world was a mass of evil ; matter was to be insulted and
destro yed in every possible way ; and between earth and h eaven
there was no union and sympath y whateve r. Th ese views operatin g
upon minds of different temperaments , led to different pr actical
results : with the pure they led to the extreme of asceticism; with
the impure to unbounded licentiousness ; and , in both cases, from
the same princi ple, a contempt for matter. Fro m the opposite
tendencies of these two schools , the Alexandrine and the Syrian ,
they might be fu rther design ated as the Judaizin g and the anti -
Judaic ,

It is un favourable to our form ing a just appreciation of th e
chara cter of the Gnostics , that we know their sentiments only from
a few fra gments which have been preserv ed of their writin gs, and
from the representations given of them by thei r avowed enemies.
Their leaders appear for the most part to have been men of good
moral chara cter , and actuated by pure inten tions , but led away by
an unbounded love of speculation , and by the vain hope of findin g
in Christiani ty the solution of difficulties which it does not under-
take to explain . Their great and fundamental erro r had its source
in the fruitless attem pt to associate with Ch rist ian ity the specula-
tions of what was th en called philosophy. Smitten with the mora l
beaut y of the gospel , and charmed with the new light wh ich it
seemed to thro w on the dark and hitherto inexp licable enigma of
existence , th ey did not perce ive the simple, practical end for wh ich
its revelati ons were exclusively calculated , and fancied they saw
in it a key to the whole train of mysteries , on which they had been
accustomed to exercise their thou ghts. Blendin g its facts and its
doctrines , in the most arbitrar y manner , with the conceptions
which they had derived from heathen sources , and which , whe n-
ever they felt the want of any supplementary idea to comp lete
their theo ries, they continued to borrow with the most indiscrimi -
na te app ropriation fro m the endless systems and fra gments of
systems still in existence around them ; they attempted , out of
these heterogeneous elements , to mak e a consistent whole of their
reli gion and thei r philosophy, and thus furn ish a complete solution
of the moral problem of the universe . They did not unde rstand ,
what perha ps is not yet generall y understood , the distincti on be-
tween reli gion and philosophy, the moral cult ivation of the heart
and the effor t of the intellect to grasp universal trut h ; and fro m
confounding their provinces they produced , what Lord Baco n
re presents as an inevitable result , an heretica l reli gion and a fabu -
lous philosop h y.

Their besettin g sin was the pride of intel lect , the ambition of
tra nscending the barriers prescribed to the hurnan faculties , and of
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rais ing themselves to a state of intellectual and spiritua l supe r ior ity
above the vulgar. This pre-eminenc Q they founded on thei r pos-
session Qf the gnosisj which they derived by immediate intuiti on
fro m God, and which they regar ded as a sort of key to the secret
tre asu res of the divine mysteries. Guided by this interior sense,
they decided most daring ly between the true and the false in the
recor ded teachin gs of Chr ist and his apostles : retained or rejected
at pleasure any of (he books of the sacre d canon , and sometimes
substituted others in thei r place. They were the philosop hizing
Chri stian s of that ear ly age, looking for confirm ation of their own
theories in the langua ge of Scri pture , and , when Scri pture was re-
fra ctory 3 binding it to the require ments of thei r own gnosis. They
were men who admitte d the facts of the life and teaching of Jesus ,
and who have been proper ly quoted by La rdner as unexception-
able witnesses for their truth ; but who had not yet learned to pay
implicit deference to the canonica l tra nsmission of th ose facts,
and were quit e disposed to place their own private traditio n upon
a footing of equal authorit y with the writte n word , They made
the distinction , wh ich has been adopted in later times, but which
there is considerable difficulty in app iying% between what Christ
said under the immediate influence of insp irati on , and what he
said from accommodatio n to the prej udices of his hearers . But
by far the most objectionable part of thei r system was the further
distinctio n which they at tempte d to introduce into Christianit y, of
a doctrine for the vulgar and a doctri ne for the enlightened ; a
distinction which , if it had once obta ined footing, would have
struck at the root of Chris tia n freedom and equalit y, and by
establ ishing Christian mysterie s and in itiations , end a caste of
tiluminati , would have bro ught back the worst institutions of
heathen priestcraft .

The radical idea, prevailin g most of these Gnostic systems, is
that of a revelation thr ough Christ of the supr eme and unknow n
God. They did not rest in this revelation , or limit it to its moral
app lications * but saw in it a light that was to unfold to the m the
moral machinery of the universe. They hod attaine d, as they
conceived, to the pr imeval source of truth , and could follow down
from it , throug h its successive eman ations, the widel y-extended
economy of the spiritu al world . Their specu lation was carrie d
on in the extremest spirit of oppositio n to the modern and only
pound philosophy, that of ascendin g from facts throu gh successive
inductions to general pr inciples : they, on the contrar y, assumed
the princi ple and asserted the facts ; and the results were unsatis -
facto ry and porten tous in proportion to the magnitude end diffi -
culty Df the subjects on which their favourit e speculations tur ned.

It was an idea of the Gnostics , that the emanations fro m the
Supreme Being were effected by a vol untar y limit ation of the ful-
ness of his own pe r fection s ; and the whole series of emanatio ns
thus produced , they called p leroma , tl*e circle of ipiritual beati-
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tnde > and the future dwellin g-p lace of emancipated souls. The
origin of evil was var iously accounted for j sometimes a succession
of evil sp irits wsjs supposed * eman ating from God, in an order cor-
responde nt to that of the good sp ir its! as in the amshaipandM and
dews of the system of Zoroaster ; somet imes th$ corru pt ion was
gradual * as the sp irits in the orde r of emanatio n appro ached the
confines of the world of darkness , and came within reach of its
influen ces ; sometimes the envy, j ealousy, or ambit ion , of a sub-
ord inate spirit was the exeiting cause ; sometimes evil was regar ded
as an inherent pro per ty of matte r , which the Cr eator could modif y
but not exterminate ,

These successive emanation s from the supreme mind appear ,
at firs t view , to be nothin g more than personified abstr actions,
inerel y allegorical representations of the attribute s and operati ons
of the Divine intellect ; and thei r nam es favour th is suppositio n—
depth , silence , truth , wisdom , man , grace , life ; but they wer e
regarded as real beings , and invoked as such . Man , th at is the
primiti ve type and general idea of man , as formed in the image of
God and the visible representation of his perfectio ns, was one of
the most remarkable of these eman ations : it figures in the
Cabba la, and was thence transferred to some of the Gnosti c
syste ms.

Cre ation has ever seemed one of the deepest mysteries to the
human mind. In reasonin g from the visible and finite to the
invisible and infinite , human conception s n ecessaril y inter vene ;
and the distinction of sex, with which the great law of prod uction
is connecte d in the natural world , suggested a gro69 theor y to th e
fi rst speculations on creation , and formed the basis of the ear liest
fictions of njytholo gy. Th is essential ly heathe nish idea was not
excluded fro m the Gnostic systems , which sometimes represen ted
the emanations as proceed ing in sy zy gics or coup ler , with a recog-
nition of the sexua l distinc tion . The souls of individu als were
supposed to have the ir corre spondin g partner s in the angelic world ,
with whom they were to be final ly united. In the system of Va-
lenti nus , the consummation of all thin gs was described as a great
marria ge festi val ; in which Swrn Q and £o$kk will be joine d in the
bands of an everlastin g union , with the pai rs of flrvtc/j iugruco t and
angels under them , in the p leroma j  and lastly the demiurgue,
with his -\uy}Koi, will brin g up the train of this celestial compan y,
as the fri end of the bridegroo m, who rejoices greatl y at his voice.
Such was the interp retation given to the word s of the Baptist ,
(Joh n iii. 29,) as the rep resentative of the demiurgus. By some
of the Gnostics , baptism was considered as a mystic un ion with
the spiri tual partner in the unseen world , and celebr ated as a kind
of bridal feast- In fact , the Gnostics invented a system of Chris -
tian mythology, peopled heaven and earth wit h spirits , and
wr oug ht out the plain and simple facts of the gospel histor y into
a wild tissue of d ream y speculations.
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Deeming themselves admitted into immediate intercourse with
God and the sp iritual world , it is not surprising that the more
ent husiastic among them should have aspired to the exercise of
supern atural powers , and fallen into the practice of magic, or, as
it was then called , thaumaturg y . If Simon Magus, who is men-
tioned in Acts, was a Gnostic^ he must have been one of this
descript ion : but the more respectable of their leaders were not
chargeable with such practices.

The Egypti an schools of Basilides and Valentinus were dis-
tinguished for their bold and fanci ful conceptions. They agreed
in their fundamental ideas, but differed in the developement of
them : the ^vvouj lzis of Basilides were the same with the aeons of
Valentinus, emanation s from the supreme God. Basilides taught
the metempsychosis, and believed the soul to be in a continual
course of migration to higher stages of being, from plants and even
stones, in which he thought the princi ple of life might be im-
prisoned, to beasts, bird s, men , and angels. Valentinus made a
distinction between the Christianity of the natural (^vy îtos) 

and 
that

of the spiritual (^tvew^tixos-) 
man 

; 
the former was the result of

miracles, str ik ing on the outward sense and rested on aut horit y ;
the latter proceeded from an interior conviction of the truth , which
required no external evidence to produce it. To these Egyptian
schools, the gems or amulets, wrought over with curious charac-
ters and signs , and known to ant iquaries by the name of abraxas ,
are usual ly ascribed . Lardner (vol. ix. p. 300—4,) questions the
fact of such stones having ever been used by any Christian sect.
The probability is (Matte r, Li. p. 54) they did not belong to the
learned of these sects , since we do not fi nd them mentioned , as in
that case they infallibl y would have been , by their opp onents : but
they were worn by the vul gar as charms to protect them against
the influence o^ evil spirits, and may be regarded as one among
the man y indicat ions of the imperceptibl e shades with which the
corru pted forms of Christianity , especially in the lower classes.,
melted awav into heathenism .

We leave it to ecclesiastical antiquaries to describe and arrange
the endless diversities of the forms of Gnosticism ; but we may
observe, that of all the Gnostic schools, the most practical in its
tendency, and the purest appare n tly in its intentions , was that of
Marcion . Though his school forms a class almost by itself, yet,
fro m the country of its origin , and from the princi ple of contrariety
between the Old and New Testaments, by wh ich it was chiefl y
characterised , it must be referred to the Syrian rather than the
Alexandrine gnosis. Marcion's object , mistaken as mi ght be his
means of obta ining it , was t he restorat ion of pure and primit ive
Christianity fro m the dregs of tradition. Neander says, he was the
fi rst of the Protestants who may thus date their origin fro m the
high antiquity of the second century . Marcion was original ly, it
seems probable, a heathen ; though his father had become a
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believer of some consequence in the church 6f Sinope, on the
remote shores of the Euxine. His ardent rnind was powerfully
captivated with the purity, the spirituality , and the universal
benevolence of the teachings of Jesus. Unfortunately his mind
had been warped by the ascetic notions then prevalent concerning
matter ; and, as his temperament was incapable of entering into
any subj ect with moderation , this bias urged him into many extra-
vagances. Destitute of any sane principle of historical interpre-
tation, and looking at every subject with the natural simp licity and
directness of his ardent rnind , he was excessively revolted by what
he considered the gross anthropomorphitism of the Old Testament ;
and ascribed it to a Being, opposite in character and hostile in
purpose to the God of the New. In this spirit , he published a
work of antitheses, or contradictions between the Old Testament
and the New, which he prefixed as an introduction to his edition
of Luke, the only one of the gospels which he retained. From
this edition he resolutely expunged whatever he thought incon-
sistent with the characte r of the God of the new covenant , and
every passage which recognised the authority of the old . This
was the chief indicat ion of his Gnostic sp irit ; viz . the employmen t
of this internal sense to determine what was, an d what was not.
pure Christianity ; but his imagination was little exercised in the
framing of those wild and fanciful theories, which formed so large
a part of other Gnostic systems. His error—and it was that of the
whole sect—in great measure, it was the besett i ng delusion of the
age,, was that of setting out with a theory, the assumption of a
gnosis ; and then , in defiance of all h istory and criticism, remo-
del lin g the Christian doctrines in accordance wi th hisviews. Our
knowledge of his princi ples dest roys our confidence in his criticism.
It is hard ly possible to doubt that the New Testament was muti-
lated by him. It ought, however, to be stated, that one of the
most sagacious of modern critics, the late Professor Eichhorn , took
a more favourable view of Marcion 's gospel, and supposed that
it merely exhibited one of the primitive forms of the urevangeliam,
of which the gospel according to the Hebrews formed one
branc h , and that of Marc ion the other ; and conceived that he
was unj ust ly charged by his adversaries with cutting away what
had , in fact, been added to the ori ginal gospel. ( Eichhorris
Einleitung in das Neue Testament, 43—72.)

The supposed contrariety of the Old Testament to the New, and
t he consequent ascri ption of it to a different Deity, was the source
of some of the wildes t theories of the Gnostics. A false zeal for
the honour of Christianity was one of the most powerfu l means of
its corruption . The Ophites , for examp le, so called from the
serpent which they reverenced , considered Jaldabaoth , the God of
the old dispensation , as the enemy of man , \\\\o forbade him , from
malice, to eat of the tree of knowledge; and the serpent , who
u rged man to violate that command , as the organ of divine wis-
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dam. These at iti-judaiceit pri nciples ^vete k&tf led to their extteth e
by tte Cainit£s > ;ttho looked upon all the bad men pdnished under
the old dispensation as thdsfe who dlone deserved to be consid£r£ d
spiritu al, and the faith ful servan ts of the true God.

If We may borrow a term from the Greek , the princi plte of the
prevailing Gnostic sects was rather sy ncr etism than ectectf cistn ;
they saw truth every where ; they found affinities in every system ;
ana associated the elements of the most oppo site reli gions in their
theories. They ran into the opposite extreme of the exclusiveness
of the Catholic church . While the Catholics saw error in every
system but their own , the Gnostics , with equal want of reason ,
made no discrimination , and blended tru th and error into one
hetero geneous m&ss. This was particularl y the case with the
Cctr pocfatiaris , Who were equall y tolerant in their theology ari d lax
in tri eir moral princi ples. In a Gre ek inscr iptiori , discovered in
Cyrehaick , and ascribed to thi s sect , we find the names united of
Osiris , Zoroastef , Pythagoras , Epicurus , and Christ : an union
wh ich , however strange it may seem to us , wa s not without its
paral lel in those days . The Etn per or Alexander Severus showed
what Gibbo ti sarcasticall y cal ls (vol . ii . p. 450,) ' a singular but
inj udicious regard for the Christian rel igion/ by the erection of a
dbftiestic chapel, in which he placed the statue s of Abra ham , of
Or pheus * of Apollonius , and of Christ.

The Gnostics general ly despised mart yrdom , and justified the
use of coiicealtnent and reserve for the privile ge of remaining in
the bosom of the Catholic church . They understood the extent
of the app lication of the text , to the pure all thin gs are pure . It
has been Well skid , that the moral tenden cy of opinions cannot be
judged of from the characters of those who firs t propagat e th em.
The GntfSti c leaders were , fofr the most pa rt , men of pure morals ,
rather asceti c in their lives, of ardent minds and misguided imagi-
nations ; bli t in the sequel th eir sects degenerated . Fro m the
fanatibttl contem pt of matte r, and the bel ief that the gospel con-
ferred an exemption from the obli gations of all posit ive law, they
fell into the wildest ahtinomianisrri . and confounded all rtioral dis-
tinctions. Gnosticis m, thou gh we have viewed it solely in con-
nexion with Christianit y, showed itself , as we have before observed ,
in he&theiiism also, and was one of the indications of the sp irit of
the time . It attempted to app ropriate to itsel f this accumulated
wisdom of ariti quity, and to fiti d in the unit ed reasonin gs and con-
cept ions of all sects, Jewish , Christian , and Heathen , the solution
of those prdblems to ^hich no one philosopher or sage, an d no
one sect or |)Art y, had hitherto bee n abl e to devise a satisfactor y
ariawer.

How far the language and conceptions of the writers of the New
Testament have been influenced by the preva lence of these Gnost ic
opinions , is A questibri on which tne most distin guished names will
be found tan ged on opposite sides. Both parties , perhap s, have
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The article headed as below, in the ' Edinbur gh Review,'j ust pub-
lished , is a Whi g homily on a Tory text It is an amplification ,,
with an application to existing circumstances , of the memora ble
rebuke wh ich Lord Castlereag h administered to the English peo-
ple for their • ignoran t impa tience of taxation . It is a defence
of taxation upon consumpt ion and industr y as opposed to taxation
upon pro pert y. It denounces the ' monstrous pr inci ple th at*
because a man has , by superior sagacity , ingenuit y, or economy*
accu mulated a fortune , he shall be liable ., not only to a greater
amount , but also to a heav ier rate of taxation than others I' and
it vitu perates , In most unmeas ured terms * those who desire , by
amendin g the fisc al system at pres ent pursued , to make the public
burdens fall on the shoulders that best can bear them. They are
' destructives ,1 ' revolu tionists ,' ' would be tyra n ts ;' the ir pretences
' hypocritical / their designs ( selfish ;' and their plans ' ini qu itous1
and * insane. ' All these amiable and convincing fi gures of speech
are accumulated in one short paragrap h, and hurled at the heads
of those who are simple enoug h to press upon Lord Althorp, now
that he is in office, the adopt ion of what he affirmed would be ' a
ver y good meas ure/ when he was in opposition. Then ' it was the
ill-arran ged state of the taxes that pressed heavil y on the countr y ;'
now, the system is c bottom ed on sound pr inci ples. ' No longe r ago
than March , 1830, the prese nt Chancellor of the Exchequer had
' no hesitation * in advoc atih g the reduction of taxe s and the impo-
sition € of a pro perty-t ax to meet the defic iency ;' now, the bare
mention of such a pro position shows a tast e for anarch y, confus ion ,
an d universal rui n. These are the things which disgust people
with public men and political parties. Every honest nature recoils
at the loathsome hypocri sy, an d stan ds aghast at the impudence
which connects with it the demand of confidence and the abuse of
those who will not follow the lfeaders in their sham eless terg iver-
sation. Look at the dishonest y of the sentence j ust quoted , the
descri pt ion of the * monstr ous princi ple.' If by a heavier ra te of
taxa tio n be mean t one which bears more heavil y upon the rich
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been too exclusive in their views. Indirectl y those theorie s must
have had influence on the 6utwa rd form of the Christian Scri p-
tures . The canon was formed in the very midst of these influen ces ;
and a just appreciation of the spirit and tendency of the Gnostic
systems cannot fail to be among the most usefu l aids to an en-
lightened inter pretation , if not of the three firs t gospels, yet at
least of that of John , and of the controversial writiti gs of the ab-
rupt and enigmatical Pau l.



than upon the poorest who are subjected to it , that is what no
one, that we know of, has ever advocated. Taxation touches the
means of bodil y support of the poor , and the perso nal comfort s of
those of the middle classes : but whoever imagined such imposts
on propert y as should reach even the amusements and luxuries of
the weal thy ? A higher per centa ge does not make a heavier burden .
The ann uitant of two hundred a year would pay far more in a
twentieth of his income , than would be paid in a tenth by the Lor d
of Chatswor th. The latte r need neve r know of the reduction by
any effect upon his per sonal enjoyments ; the former would feel it
in many a privation. And what j ugglery there is in the reviewer 's
association of ' a fortune ' with ' sagacity, ingenuit y, and economy.'
One would suppose fro m readin g it , th at we lived in a countr y where
wealth was meted out proportionall y to the worthiest ; society con-
stituted accordin g to the princi ples inculcat ed in our little story
book s and nurser y tales ; and the whole island one beautif ul pic-
ture of' Virtue Rewarded. ' Of the great for tunes which are mad e,
how many are made thus fairl y ? And of those wh ich are , wh y
should not the possessors pay for the securit y of that which society
has enabled them to gai n by the toil of other s ? A propert y tax
is only an insurance on their share of the car go with which the
vessel of the state is frei ghted. But the reviewer knows well
enough, th ough, for a sophistical and insidious pur pose, the fact
be misrepresente d , that the acquisition of wealth is much less
common than its inhe ritance . It would not indeed hav e appeared
quite so < monst rous' to say that they, ' who toil not neither do they
spin/ who are born to live idl y and luxuriousl y on the fruit of
others ' labours , and whom any conceivable amount of needful tax -
ation will leave the quiet possessors of unearned advanta ges in
abundance , should bear the chief burden of the instituti ons fro m
which they derive the chief benefits . This would have seemed
not so ver y unreas on able. The class is therefo re kept out of
sight entirel y. Better forget the aristocrac y when there is tal k of
taxes. They will come into remembrance again when places are
to be filled and re forms to be resisted. But there is a corollar y to
the reviewer 's statement. * A policy of this sort would , by para-
lyzing industry and invention , and drivin g capit al and talent
abroad , speedil y brin g about the total ruin of any countr y insane
enough to ado pt it/ Would i t?  We rather app rehend that the
men of cap ital and of talent , the inventi ve and the industrious ,
would think twice befo re they expatriated themselves on such a
score . If we can keep them now, little need we fear the loss of
the m when almost ever y manufacture , li ghtened by the removal of
some dra g-weight or other , would sprin g forwards with un prece-
dented activit y. Were the price of food to fal l , as it then must ,
to the continental level , and every article and implement of pro-
ductive industr y to bear onl y i ts own cost , what a sp irit of life and
ener gy would be diffuse d thro ugh th e en t ire popula tion of the count ry ,
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Those only would think of leavin g it , who could best be spared ,
and we could well endure their absenteeism. The taxes would be
paid but once, and with the smallest expense in collectin g ; new
markets would open ; the competition which is becoming form i-
dable, would be distanced ; and the thrivin g architect of a fortune ,
would be ten fold remunerated beforehand , for the premium which
he would have to pay for the securit y of his propert y, when he
should resi gn himsel f to its enj oyment. Ins tead of industr y bein g
paral yzed, fresh life-blood would be infused into its veins , and
streng th into its sinews. Onl y imagine the removal of a burden
of thirteen millions per annum from the labourin g classes of th is
country . It would be a beau tifu l ' paral ysis. ' And the removal
of almost double that pressure fro m the middle classes ; they would
be paral yzed too . There would certainl y be little disposition in
either to move off. Nor would more than a fraction of the burden
taken from them fall upon the wealth y. Ther e would be the
savin g of an enormous expense in collection ; smd havin g the
powers of legislation chiefl y in their own hands , re t re nchments in
public expenditure would no doubt be found practicable , which
now are pronounced to be totall y impossible. Altogether , we
should not be quite so totall y ruined as the reviewe r prop hesies.

If the present system of taxation is to continu e , there are
man y taxe s of which we should rather be rid than the assessed
taxes ; many wh ich are worse in pr inci ple and more inj urious in
their results. We agree with the reviewer tha t their pressure
fall s chiefl y upon the middle and not on the lower classes. It is
not the mechanic , but the tradesman and shopkeepe r , that is
chiefl y affected by them. They inj ure , not so much the producers
as the exchan gers and distributors of commodities . They might
be worse : it does not follow that they are not sufficientl y bad .
Their continuance partakes somethin g of the nature of a re-
tribu to ry visitation on the middle classes for that apath y toward s
the political ri ght s and peculiar interests of the labourin g classes ,
which they have to a considerable extent manif ested . Had they
stood by those classes in demandin g a more extended suffra ge,
they would now have had a better pros pect of relief . Had the y
even exerted themselves as much for the addition to the Reform
Bill , of free , tha t is, secret votin g, and responsible , that is, short
parliaments , as th ey have done for the removal of this impost ,
there would hav e been a tolerable certaint y of its removal as soon
as those chan ges came into operation. They have (a lar ge pr o-
portion of them ) acted under the influence of that bli ghtin g curs e
of our countr y,—the selfishness of class moralit y, and veril y they
have their reward . It might have come, indeed , with a bette r
grac e from other han ds. It might have been left for other than
ministerial tongues and pens to revile them as fools or madm en ,
rogues and revolutionists. It mi ght have been left for other
j ournal s th an the * Ed inbur gh' to smile at their complaints as
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• quite inconside rable .1 And those who needed and had their help,
pledged even to the extreme of re fusin g payment of taxes should the
Tories be restored , might have spa red the taunt and threat which
are somewhat indi screetl y put forth in the art icle under consider -
ation. How like the repetition of an old Standa rd or John Bull
cheer to Wellin gton and his musketeers , does it read . ' Let Go-
vernment be firm and decid ed ; let all att empt s at resistance ,
provided any such be mad e, be immed iatel y repre ssed by p romp t
and exemp lary p unishme nt, and they will very soon cease to be
heard of. * (P. 438.) How it smacks of the sp irit of the Great
Ca ptain. In what a summar y way are the re fractor y to be dis-
posed of. The modus is not revealed. Is submitt ing to
seizure for taxes to be made tre asonable ? Is the empty pocket
to become legal eviden ce of felony, without benefit of clergy ?
Must there be an English Coercion Bill for the pacification of
the Strand and Regent Street ? The reviewer and the reviewer 's
masters may depend upon it, that when once any consider-
able bod y of the people are so far provoked as to leave
the tax-gatherer to his remed y, it will not be so easy a task as
they imagine to settle the account. Big word s will not do.
' Vigour beyond the law ' is a kind of action that induces re-
action. Tax in kin d is less mana geable than tithe in kind. The
peop le have learn ed fro m event s that they possess a peace ful
power which may c make Government give up a tax ,' and give up
somethin g else alon g with it. No bluster , th en. ' Some mollifi-
cation for your giant ,' sweet peers and potentates , great lords of
Downin g Street and St Stephen 's. Like Bottom the weaver , let
him roar gentl y.

Ihe beauties of the assessed taxes , accordin g to the reviewe r ,
ar e four : * They give no encoura gement to smuggling ; the y do
not chan ge the natural dist ribution of cap ital and industr y ; their
assessment require s no officious interference with the affa irs of
in dividu als ; and the y are not easily evaded ?

Now if thes e be the criteria of the reviewe r, let them be fairl y
app lied to that whole system of taxation on articles of consum p-
tion and the necessa ries of life, of which the assessed taxes are an
inte gral portion. For it must never be forgotten that with them
the whole system stands or falls. It was on this view of the
questi on that the House of Commons did decide , and that th e
people should decide. The alternati ve was of ministerial selec-
tion , and we do not object to it . The choice is between the presen t
system , as a wh ole, an d a pro pert y tax. That entire syste m can-
not be more distinctl y or comp letel y condemned than by the app lica-
tion of the proposed test. U nder the existin g imposts , smuggling
does exist , the natur al distribution of cap ital and of industr y is per-
verted , there is plent y of officious and vexatious interferen ce, and
the re is also abun dance of evasion. It is idle to select this part icular
tax , and by commendation of its assumed qualities vindicate a system
of a directl y opposite character. This is the mere trick of the
rhetorician.
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If these were his real reasons for ad vocatin g the assessed taxe s,
he would ii f ortiori be the advocat e of a pro perty tax . They are
in fact a proper t y tax , distin guished from it only by peculiarities
which make them much more open to object ion, and less entitl ed
on any score to pre ference. His allegations are onl y part ial l y
tru e. They do to a certa in extent divert cap ital and industr y from
their nat ural channels. The ver y word surchar ge will in many
districts call up a host of recollections quite sufficient to settle the
question of ' officious interfe rence ;' and ample proo f is before the
legislature and the public of their shamefu l , or rathe r shameless
evasion , if not by, yet on behalf of, the aristo crac y. It is onl y
pa rtial tru th , there fore , that can be conceded to this descri ption .
And the same remark app lies to the reviewe r's assertio n , tha t they
are not paid by the tenant , but by the lan d lord . In a few cases
that is the fact ; but onl y in a very few cases. The builder of houses
will only pr ovide fresh shelter for us, so long as he receives in rent the
regular profit on his capital . With an increas ing population , the
burden of the tax must , there fore , general ly fall on th e occup ier.
The competition is that of tenants for houses , rather than that of
landlords to obtai n tenants. And thi s must especiall y be the case
where situation is a primar y object. The trade sman and shop-
keeper cannot choose their ground : they must inha bit certain
localitie s : it will not do to spread their wares in a wildernes s.
The houses which they need are at a monopoly price. The re-
viewer avails himsel f of the statement made in the House of
Commons , that numbers of houses were empty in the Str and ,
Regent Stree t , and other princi pal str eets in London , to ar gue,
th at * shops are not deficient , but in excess. And bein g so, it is
quite clear th at the taxes imposed on them , thou gh pa id in the
firs t instance by th e tenant , reall y fall on the landlord , the ren t
received by the latter being reduced pro portionall y to th e amoun t
of the ta xes.' This mi ght be written innocentl y in the north ; but
any resident in London must kno w that the ar gument is as empty
as it assumes the shops to be. Vacancies in such street s are fre -
quent , but never permanent. They are not occasioned by the wan t
of competition for them amongst tenants , but by the inte nsit y of
th at competition. They are occasioned by the failures incessantl y
occurrin g amongst those who, in their eagerness to obtain an ad-
vanta geous position , submit to burdens so disproportionate , as to
rende r their profi ts inadequate . A shop in such a situation is a
tick et in the great commercial lotter y. And the numbe r of blank s
is long be fore it diminishes the avidit y of buyers. It may be said
th at , were the tax es repea led , the competin g tenants would be rea dy
to pay the same amount as rent. They might for a time ; bu t
the y would soon find , as the y may find now , t hat the y could not
afford it. Th en the re n ts would fall , and mi ght fall so low as to
make the lan dlord pay the tax. The hope of gettin g rid of the
tax, u hope which has been so strong l y encoura ged , is one element
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of the present destructive rival ry . This is a very unwholesofne
state of things. Heaven forbid it should be permanent ! We
hope the time is coming for more ration al modes of distributing
the productions of nat u re and of art , than this expensive and de-
moralizing plan of individual competition, the evils of which have
arisen to such an enormous height. The statement as to the num-
ber of empty houses may h ave been quite true, as to any grven
day, but when the fact is exp lained , and the exp lanation may be
verified by any resident in the metropolis who will take the trouble
to observe, it lead s to a directly opposite conclusion from that
deduced by the reviewer. His argument can only hold in wh at
must be a comparatively rare case, the overbuilding of shops in a
locality which yet remains a desirable one. In that case the tax
no doubt falls, as he says, upon the landlord ; but though he be a
landlord , it may not be altogether j ust or agreeable for him to bear
it. This does not affect the general character of the tax , which
falls heavy on the private occupant, but ofte n heaviest on the
tradesman.

One great objection to these taxes,, is the monstrous inequality
of their pressure. To th is a flimsy answer is attempted , accom-
panied by the venture of a most ill-timed and ill-jud ged panegyric
on the aristocracy, whose exemption , somehow or other, from all
but a mere modicum of the burden , has been very effectively con-
trived . It required considerable hardihood to contend that the
wealthy have been misrepresented in this matter by unprinci pled
demagogues, that the tax real ly falls upon them ' in an increasing
ratio,' and that they ought to be relieved by a different arrange-
ment. True it is, th at a house with forty windows pays Is. 5Jc/.
per window, and one with eight windows only 2s. Ofd. per win-
dow : that on houses rated from 10/. to 20/. a year, the duty is Is.
6rf. per pound , and on those of 40Z. and upward s, 2s. lOd. : here
the scale stops. But the difference thus prod u ced, is a trifle com-
pared with the advantage which aristocracy has over trade in the
assessment. Had the reviewer, in his absorbing attention to Mr.
Spring Rice, forgot the facts mentioned in Col. Evans's speech ,
that Northumberland House (Charing Cross) pays but 4£rf. per
foot, while the small grocer's shop next door to it is charged at the
rate of seven shillings per foot ? Does he not know that, out of
Ixmdon, the highest assessed house in all England , England with
its thousand palaces and castles, is that of a tavern-keeper at
Brighton ? The facts elicited and published by the United Pa-
rochial Committees are perfectl y astounding. There are but
438 houses, in Eng land and Wales, assessed at 400L and upward s,
and of these 419 are in the metropolis. A t rad esman in R egent
Street pays precisel y as much house-tax (56Z. 13s. 4d.) as the
Duke of Devonshire pays for Chatsworth ; one third more than the
Primate of the Church for Canterbury Palace, the Duke of Buck-
ingham for Stowe Palace, the M arquis of Westminster for Eaton
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Ha ll , and the Duke of Marlborou gh for Blenheim ; twice as much
as the Mar quis Cholrnonde ley for Cholrn onde ley Castl e, Earl
H ard wicke for Wimpole Hall , Mr. Coke for Holkham H all , the
Duke of Rutland for Belvoir Castle , and the Duke of Nor th-
umbe rland for Alnwick Castle ; more than three times as much as
Ear l Grey for Howick House , and four times as much as the Duke
of Clevelan d for Rab y Castl e, and the Earl of Scarb orough for
Lum ley Castle. * And these are the poor , dist ressed creature s
-whose burde n hurts the sympathies of the Edinbur gh reviewer .
He would have them pay no higher rate of dut y than the ten -
pound cottager. * Whatever the rate of house or window d uty
may be, it ought to be uni form on all houses subject to its ope-
ration , whether they be wor th 10/. or 1000?., or have 8 or 800
windows. ** What an amiable equaliz er and philanthro pic leveller !

The window tax is objectionable on account of the unsi ghtlin ess
and discomfort with which it has so extensivel y affected th e habi-
tations of our countr ymen. Its imposition was a penal law against
liofht and air , and architectural comeliness . It introduced the
blind sty le of buildin g. The future anti quarian will be certain of
the houses built in the Pitt era by their construction. But this
is poor comfort to their darken ed and hal f-stifled occupants.

Th ere is a political obj ection to these taxes , which , perha ps,
like other of our obj ections , is to the reviewer a recommendation.
They have the effect of disfranchising fro m one fourth to one
third of the poore r householders. They still keep the way
partl y open for a species of briber y which has long been practised ,
and by which alone , we believe , some ver y import ant elections
have been decided . They prolon g an irritatin g sense of pa rti -
alit y and opp ression , from one election to another. They throw
electioneering influence into the hands of the tax-collectors.
Th ey add to the insolence of that alread y insolent and unwelcome
class of visitants , makin g them feel, as registration time ap-
proaches , that the old course of p roced ure is reversed , and the
payer must seek the receiver , on penalt y of disfranchisement.
Never was a great measure more debased by a paltr y adj unct
than when the Re form Bill was made a taxation screw. Were it
only for the enfranchisemen t of the tens of tho usands who are
unable to make up their accounts in time , and who are not one
jot less inde pendent , or mental ly qualified , than a lar ge proportion
of their superiors in station , we should say, Off with the house
and wind ow tax. Recognise the ri ghts wh ich that ini quitous
clause has held in abeyance .

Our str on gest reas on , however , for desiring the repeal , is the
immense benefit which the industr y of the countr y would derive
from the remodellin g of our whole system of taxation , simp lify ing

* Vide Mr. R. M. Martin 's work on Taxation , for these and many similar enor -
mities.

Itouse and Window Tax. 581



its machin ery, and makin g it bear on property. We stick to the
opinions which Lord Althorp and Mr Poulet t Thomson held
th ree years and a hal f ago. They may be very bad opinions now ;
we cannot help that. Unless for this reason , we frankl y avow
that we should care compara t ively little about the taxes in
question . Pernicious and unequal as they are , their greatest mis-
chief consists in their being the key-stone of a bad system. We
are far more interested about the repeal of the taxes on know-
ledge. They block up the mental windows of the people. We
think of them as the reviewer thou ght in October last. We then
looked , as he did , to the Whi g Ministr y for the speedy repeal of
th at wicked impost. We said with him, 4 that we should look in
vain is wholly impossible, when we consider how man y of its
members have devoted themselves to the diffusion of knowled ge.
Assuredl y they of all men must be the fi rst to desire that it should
be taxed no longer than the necessities of the revenue require .
Indeed , what Mr. Benth am says of law taxes, applies, since
these have ceased , emphatical ly to the one in question —What shall
be put in its place, supposing the revenue insufficient and a sub-
stitute necessar y ? Any other ' And yet now this journal lauds
the removal of the dut y on pantiles. It finds all Lord Althor p^s
redu ction s ' most judicious/ But there is amon gst them a
diminution of the dut y on advertisem en ts. A rare boon , indeed ,
compared with the good which was desi red , and believed to be
promise d . We asked for bread and he gave us a stone. And the
cry is still , ' Patience , patie nce ; pa tience and con fidence ; give
them time.' H ave they not had time ? They have found time
enough to resist the Ballot , the shortenin g of Parliaments , and
the unsh acklin g of knowled ge. Time , now, can little affect the
estimation in which they must be held by the friends of free -
dom and improvement. They may succumb yet more to Tory
peers , or they may resist , and resi gn ; in neither case can they
again be the people's leaders . And who will be ? We know not.
They will be found , we suppose, whe n wanted. But they must
be men who have distinct pr inci ples of political action ; who will
not fri tter away every measure of reformation to placate the
sworn foes of all re formation ; who will not make a game at see-
saw of the conflict between justice and corru ption ; and who will
confrontwith manliness all that individual s, or orders , can th reate n,
in their consi stent advocacy of the ri ghts , liberty, and prosperit y
of the millions. Such men would find it very practicable to
govern the countr y in a very different mode from that ad opted by
Earl G rey and his colleagues.
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Taxation of the Bri ti sh Empire. By R. Mont gomery Mar tin. Lon-
don , E. Wilson. (1.)

(1.) Mr. Montgomery Martin has found a mare s nest. He is much afrai d
of Revolution and Republicanism , and has discovered a new argument
which cannot fail to annihilate the monsters. They are , he contends , much
more expensive than legitimate monarch y. He has found also that the
Corn Laws are no tax , and that to remove the Taxes on Knowledge could
not fail to produce anarchy. Still a man cannot collect facts concerning
taxati on without being useful , even in spite of himself. Some good, in this
way, Mr. Martin may do by his book . And he adds more to it spontane ously ;
especially by his remarks on a Property-Tax . The information he has
amassed is very convenient and useful , and must have cott him much labou r,

(2.) Reprinted from the Athenaeum ; interesting to all admirers of the
Poet , and calculated to increase their number. The Memoir is by Captai n
Medwin.

(3.) The writer is an avowed admirer of Dryden and Pope , and has caught
some of the qualitie s of their versification , especially that of the latter . The
satiric al parts of his poem are not seasoned high enough for the popular taste ;
but he plead s for tolerance in a tolerant spiri t, and that good cause is adorned
by the refined and benevolent mind of its advocate .

(4.) Cal m, sensible , and pertinent , as might be expected from the Author.
We intend soon to take up this subject in right earnest.

(5.) Some very good hints as to the manner in which children should be
tau ght to read with the understanding ; the matter inculcated is sometimes
objectionable .

(6.) The writer proposes the following problem for national consideration :
—' What is the best plan that the country can adopt to bring into exerc ise
the prese nt unemp loyed portion of the population ; and so employ them, as
to achieve the greatest product ion, at the same time carry ing with it a
system of distribution that will reach all ?'—Any contr ibutor toward s a sa-
tisfactor y solution deserves well of mankind. Something towards a solution
may be learned from this pamphlet.
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7. An original , start ling, and eloquent book ; disproportionate in its parts ,
and defective in its details , but full of vital energy. We re gret not being
able , just now , to go into the subject.

(8.) An argument against a Christian 's interfering with politics ; the
basis of which is the assump tion that the Author of our reli gion founded
a Church or Spiritual Government to which his disciples are subj ect. We
call it an assumption , because the alleged evidence seems to us totall y inade-
quate for its support.
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lication inexpedient.
The hints of our Glasgow fr iend shall be attended to, so far as we find them prac-

ticable.
Mr. Bailey 's wr itings hav e all been review ed in the Repository on their appearance .




