
The insertion of the following letter, fro m a popular writer , is due
to the interest which it manifes ts in our concern s ; and opportu -
nity is there by afforded for a few word s of explanati on with our
subscrib ers and the public , which we shall append to it by way of
commen t. We readil y avail ourselves of this occasion ; for, not
onl y is there none of that mystery about the condu ct of the Re-
positor y which some journals affect  ̂ but there are cer ta i n pecu-
liarities in our position which will , we app rehend , the more they
are known , attract to us the kind of suppor t, both from con-
tributors and readers, that we are desirous of obtaini ng. Fpr a
state ment of these , an approp riate pre face has been fur n ished
by the friendl y remarks of our unknown correspondent.

To the E ditor of I ke Monthl y  Reposi tory.
Sir ,—Several Numbe rs of the periodical you conduct having lately

fallen into my hands , I was as much pleased as sur prised to discover
that its by-no-means inviting exterior was not a true index to its
valuable contents. I had , it is true , heard the work casuall y named
before, but the impressi on had arisen in my mind—how , I cann ot now
ascertain—that it was the mouth piece of a portion of * sour sectarianism 9
upheld more by dogmas th an by reasoning. I did it injusti ce, and *therefore , beg to mak e the amende honorable thus publicl y. The dif-
ference between your perio dical and those of your more aristocrati c
contem poraries , appears to me to be, that your contributors are mostl y
th inkers, and those of your neighbours , writers—the former , striving to
engage the jud gment , the latter the imagination. Time out of mind
it has been asserted , that deep thinkers are very commonl y slovens ;
and the oute r garb of the Repositor y, as well as its inner clothin g,
would seem to have been selected for the purpose of k eeping up the
truth of the old saying. You do it an injustice , to let it go thus about
the worl d, like a poor child belonging to nobod y, with coars e garment s
and an unwaslien counte nance. Physical beauty is ever an ad mi-
rable assistant even to mental perfection , and should by no means be
despised. Rowland Hill, when talking of music, was accustomed to
say, that he saw no reason for suffer ing the devil to monopol ize, all,
the pretty tunes for his own especia l use ; and there was sound philo-
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sophjc in the remark. Many persons who are accustom ed to take in
the M&g#*jn%s of ttife ^dntii , ietfft ted by their Jih My fextenoV, vHll not
have anything to say to the Repository , because they imagine, that if it
"were the child of any important person , it wou ld of a sure ty be better
dressed . It is not invite d out , because it is not fit eompany for its
neighbours . I db not mean td assert that its intrin sic valu e is thereb y
lessened, but that its power of utilit y is thereb y much cir cumscribed.
There are two parties most essential to books of all kinds—persons to
write them , and persons to redd them. Without the latter , the time of
the former would be entirel y thrown away. Therefor e, it is hi ghl y
essentia l, that all reasonable pains should be taken to tempt the readers .
Had the poems of Byron been published in the facsimi le of his hand-
wri ting, I question whether he would have found man y readers ; and
everi thus a Had print and coarse paper are frequentl y fatal to the lucu-
brat ions of gen ius. It is true , that rea l genius wi ll no more be deterred
by the diffic ulties of read ing, than by the difficulties of wri ting ; but *
unfortunatel y, for one rea der of gen ius—whom nothin g could prevent
from reading- —ther e are fi fty without genius, who requi re to be coaxed
to read. This gear should be attended to. Ther e is anothe r point.
One shilling and sixpence is a most unfortunate price as regards the
mechanism of distribution amon gst the public. M agazines are pur-
chased to a great extent by circulating libraries , an d let out to persons
at threepence and fourpence each for readin g. For one person who
purchases there are a score who hire . Those who hire are willing : to pay
tHre *epence for the use of a recent hal f-crowri book , but hot so for that
of eighteenpence ; and those who kite at threepen ce onl y to read
once, will not buy at ei ghteen pence bti l y to read once* It is too dear
for the purpose s of the reader , an d not dear enough for the pur poses
of the librarian.

I t seems to me, then , that it would be desirable to elevate the Repo-
sitory to the dignity of the M agazines , arid to combine beaut y with
litilfty ,—^refinement with sense,—to malce; it d popu lar work , advo-
cating the true interests bf the people ; at the sdme time that it seeks
in ail ways to humaniz e them , and elevate their perceptions of reflne-
irieti t, if possible , to the staiidiirtl bf elder Greece , in; all that relat es td
physical as well as mental excellence ;—to create , in short , a more
widely-extended pub lic than that word has ever yet signified in En£-
laiid ,—-to awaken the sense of beau ty, which lies dormaiit in the noble
Saxon race ,—to give to liter ar y men , ati d to artists , both painters and
^ctfljrtors , a career for glory such as they have never yet contem plated ,
eVen in thei r most high aiid pa lmy state. -—to set forth in & thai iher ,
ifiot ib fee hiisuiiderstobd , the incontroverti ble fact , thai a free rind edu-
cated nation presents the only fait field for tha t patrona ge, which nieri
of talent have been too much accustomed fru itlessly to seek , in jplayftig
trie part of sycophants to the grea t ones of the earth .

I rema in , Sir , very trul y yours ,
Jtirt iijs ftisDivr vus.

November $, 1&32.
The notion that the Repos itor y is a sedtariah publica tion , has ,

ifcs apprehend , got possession of the minds of many who will not ,
$6 ettai fy M bti ir corr espondent , disabuse themselves of it , or be
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disabu sed byM others * tlis indep endent an& unpre judiced iesli *
iiiony may, perha ps, have more weight oil this matter than our
own disclaimer coald be expected to possess. If it Be suppos ed
that an y propert y, pat rona ge, or infl uence, exists in any quarter *
to ren der thi s pu blication the mouth piece df any class tor part y, H
is time th at the mistake should be corrected . There was a period
durin g which the (then) proprietors were aided by subscri ptions
an d donations , and the work was avowed ly not so much the orga n
of the person or persons conducting it as of those of the same
persuas ion who mad e it the veh icle of their communications.
Var ious circu mstances have chang ed this state of things. The
short , gratu itous communications whi^h used to make up the
copy of a magazine are no longer in vogue : the old c Gentle-
man s is perhaps the only one now which is so supported ; and
the specimen , not unamus ing in its way, yet mak es few readers
long for the restoration of the ancien reg ime. Communica tion s
of this kind had failed fro m the pages of the € Monthl y Reposi -
tor y' long before the present edito r and pro prietor had any con-
nexion with it ; nor is he indebted for pecuniary aid to any per-*
son or class of persons whate ver. This distinct declaration is
called for by the circumstan ce, that some who had formerl y sub-
scr ibed to the work , are k nown to imagine th at he derives
some kind of benefit , an d that they are entitled to some kind of
influence , on account of such contributions. He derives none
whatever ; and the fact that they wer e ever made is to him a
disadvanta ge. The work was purchase d of its late proprie tors ,
without either favou r or incumbrance , at its fair and full worth in
the literar y mar ket , as impart iall y estimated by ump ires chosen
for that purpose. It is now the sole property of the individ ual by
whom it is conducted ; and the wr iters in it are chiefl y his per-
sonal friends , or those whom similar views of politics , lite rature ,
and morals , have induced , on publ ic grounds , to afford him their
co-operation. .

While an avowed editorshi p, backed by such support as has
been just indica ted , induces some inconveniences , it has also ad-
van tages—and those gre atly prepo nderant advantag es—we mean
as to the character and independenc e of the work ; certainl y not
as to the pecuniary profit or the private ends which_ might be pro-
moted by a different course. We have no pro pr ietary to control
us, and to put to the^vote wha t side our work snau taice on any
question. There are no political or bookselling schemes which,
we hesitate to promo te at our peril. Ou r contr ibutors are ju stly
describe d by our corre spondent as thinkers , and not merely
writers / they become the latter because they are the former , and
they have at hear t the instruction of the publi c on the topics
which they have qualifie d themselv es to discuss. We feel the
worth of their co-operation , and one of the pleasan test resu lts
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of more extended success would be the consequent ab ility to put
them on the same footing as the contr ibutors to other periodical s, '
•which derive their superior means of pecun iary remune ration not
so much from supe rior circulation as from their ad vertisements ,—
the cap ital possessed by their proprietors , and the pro fitableness
of other schemes to which they are rendered subservient. The
proprietor owes it to the public spirit of his contributors , to regard
the profits of the Repositor y, so far as th ey shall exceed a fair
allowance for the outla y and labour of its purchase and mana ge-
ment , as the ir propert y, and pur poses to place those profits ,, pro-
port ion ately, at their disposal . And , on this princi ple, he is
willing and desirous to invite a more extended co-operatio n fro m
writers of similar princ iples and views , who are willing to submit ,
as they must , to his j udgment of the accordance of their pro-
ductions with the spirit of his periodical , and their fitne ss for
insertion in its pages;

The volume which is now completed—the first in which the
work has been properl y our own—must be regard ed rather as an
imperfect indication of our wishes than a realizatio n of them ;
the next will , we hope, show further improvement. A short but
interesting portion of the account of Goethe 's work s re mains , which ,
whfen thus completed, will supply a desideratum in English litera -
ture . The commencement is in hand of a series of articles on
the character and works of Dr. Pri estley, which will deserve the
attention of our readers : and we have reason to expect an
accession of strength , which will enable us to penetrate into
some regions toward s which we have yet scarce ly ventured to
look.

Hoping to produce , from t ime to t i me, art icles which deserve
better than the hasty perusal bestowed on what is hire d from a
circulatin g librar y,—desirin g a perm anent abode , rather than a
casual meetin g, with that port ion of the public to which we can
obtain access,—we must put a negative on the suggested advan ce
of pr ice. We would .much rather reduce it , could we afford to
do so without contracting our alread y narrow limits . As to the
slovenliness of our outward man , this ' gear '¦ sha ll * be attended
to,' thou gh we cannot promise much , and must mainl y rel y on
havin g ' that within which passeth show .'
' The concludin g remarks on what a periodical should be, and
do, and aiqa at, have our hearty concurrence . The degre e of
pub lic atte ntion and encoura gement which we have received
duri ng the year , and which has carried us forward while most
of our contemporaries have retro graded , cherishes the hope
of our being grad ually enabled to approximate toward s our
6wn standard . However th at may be, we shall continue to do
our best to expose can t and sophistr y, and demolish prejudice in
every department ; and gladl y shall we combine , with the needfu l
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agency of destruction , the better work of renovation , exerting 6urT
selves to create or to diffuse a correct taste in literature an<J .ar t,-—-
a spirit of freedom in politics , and of rationalit y in religion,—
and in all thin gs, so far as we can , to accelerate the improve-
ment and multi ply the enjoymen ts of our fellow-creatures.

Ed.

When we consider the great acquirements of Reinhard , an dt he
act ive duties in which he was incessantl y engaged , we are asto-
nished how he could find time to write so much ; and that , in
addition to a great number of disquisi tions in Latin on var ious
topics of ancient liter ature and criticism , which were collected , in
two volumes, under the title of Op uscula Academica—to com-
mentaries in Latin , on Genes is, Isaiah , an d the Psalms , and on
some parts of Plato 's writings—an d to the great work which
occupied, in its successive edit ions, a very lar ge portion of his
time— his System of Christian Moralit y—he should have left
behind him not less than thirty -nine volumes of serm ons, which
form , as it has been well observed , a kind of religions libra ry, and
may be considered as the development of the fundamental prin-
ciples communicated in his work on moralit y. For the grea ter
part of his life he preache d every Sunday ; every sermon was
composed a week in advance , and committed to memory previous
to its deliver y . To effect all this , he was , as may well be con-
ceived, a most rigid economist of his time. Boetti ger gives us an.
account of the mode in which his day was distributed durin g his
residence at Dresden.

* He rose , summer and winter , at six o'clock ; and employed the first
hour , from Monday morning , in learning off the sermon which he was
to deliver the following Sunday , and which he had composed during the
preceding week. Whilst he dressed he went over in his mind wha t he
had al read y committed to memory. After this , he read some port ion
of the Scri pture in the or iginal , and frequentl y added to this a prayer.
His favouri te books in the Old Testament were the Psal ms and the
prop het Isaiah. The ensuing hours were devoted to the different duties
of his office—to meditation , composition , reading over the papers of
the Ecclesiastical Council and of the Upper Consistor y, of which he*
was a member , and thrice during the week to assistin g at these tiyo
councils. He usuall y composed his sermons on the mornin gs of the
three last days of the week , on which there was no sittin g of the Coun -
cils. The last hour of the morning of the two first day« in the week
was set apart for those who wished to confer with hiai. Dur ing his
pinner , which was never long, he hastil y read the gazettes. After
dinner , twice in the week he ran over the journal s, and on 6th?r days
usuall y read somethi ng historical. He distin guished between the books
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that were to be read and those that were to be only turned jover ; and
extracte d or noted down only such passages as had a beari ng- upon J iis
system of Christian morality. About thre e in the afternoon lie resumed
his labours, and genera lly took exerc ise of some kind1 in the evening*.
The summer month s he spen t at a country -house , where his garden
was a favouri te scene of recreation. A part of his evening* was occu-
pied in cond ucti ng a very extensive correspondence , and in rep lying to
a number of pers ons, who consulted him about their work s or on cases
of conscience. After a very frugal supper at nine , he usuall y resorted
to a little music. The harpsichord was his instrument ; and often,
when fati gued with labour , or when his ideas were dull , he would play
for a few moments , and feel himsel f revived : music , too , was his recre -
ation after preaching. H is day terminated in listening to someth ing
light , which his wife read to him. Onl y extraordinar y circumstances
could induce him to prol ong his labours beyond the usual hour , or
deviate from a plan of life, which he followed with the greates t regu -
larity.'—pp . 89, 90.

Wha t a contrast between the simple mode of life, the assiduous
studies constantl y directed to some pract ical object, the tr uly pas-
tdraft character and professional labours of Reinhard , an d the
luxurious indolence of some of the richl y-beneficed and aris tocra -
tical dignita ries of our own Church ! And yet the princel y in-
comes, With which they a rehardl y satisfied , would have maintai ned
in comparative affluence man y Reinhards 1

In his first lette r Reinhard inform s us how he came to publish
so many volumes of sermons. At an earlier period of his car eer ,
he ha4 published successively a couple of volum es ; and in 1795,
afte r his removal to Dresden , he was str ongly urged to permit every
sermon which he should thenceforward prea ch to be printe d .
With this ver y extrao rdinar y request he certai nl y would not have
complied but for a circumstance which rendered compliance
almost inevitable. Such was the interest which his sermons ex-
cited , that they were taken down durin g the delivery, an d copies
qf th$m after war d s sold throu ghout the countr y in a ver y imperfect
and mutilated form . Some of these copies fell into Reinha rd' s
han ds J and he was mortified to perceive the nonsense which he
was made to utter , but which did not seem at all to interfe re with
their sale. In self-defence, and as the least of two evils , he was
induced to allpw jtjie publicati on , throu gh a regular chan nel , of
every sermon whiclii he preac hed ; an<J this ar ran gement, subsisting
lyithout ihfer r ftpj t iQn f g r  £ fteen years, was the occasio n of the
VQlurmnous CQlIeVtfcpn wfrjch he left behind him.

Jjt w#$ jtljg jancj tent prac tice of the Luther an churches for the
mini^r ^p take tfee subjec t of his discou rse from the short por -
tion C& the Nf w Testa ment , which is rea d immediatel y before the
serr nou  ̂ and which forms the lesson for the day. Thus limited
in hU chdice of texts, the wonder was how Reinha rd cQntri ved to
draw out of them such a variet y of subjects. If e describes hi?
methpd of proceeding in his tepjth J ietter. Afte r insisting pii tjaq
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indlspepsableaess to 3. preacher t*qth pf t̂  } > hi\$$Q$b\%sl qp$ &practi cal knowled ge of human natu re, h,e reiiijarks —
' Th e necessity f was unde r fpr s,p ma.ny years J n sijc ê^sipfi of

preachi ng1 from the same texts , and sometimes more than once in' £Iie
year , excited an d per fected in me the spiri t of inventio n . A3S' all niy
sermons wer e pri n ted , an d mi ght be cpmpared , I was compelled ; every
time I came again upon the same text , to find out something 1 niew ta
say ; and I cannot deny that thi s necessity may have suggested to me
many ideas which I should not otherwise have thoug ht -df/

He had a practice of putti pg down thou ghts tha t appeare d
suitable to the pul pit, j ust as they occurred to him in the course
of his r eadin g; and ofte n , he tells us , on consultin g this collection
of scattered thou ghts , he was able to attach an important sub-
ject to a text , which at firs t seemed either barren or exhausted :—

' Neverthel ess (he continues), I never had recourse to this expedient
ti ll reflection on a text had failed to furnish me at once with a suitable
topic. Common ly, to find one or more top ics, it is only necessary to
understand the text and fathom its meanin g. ^ Allow roe to explain to
you , in what manner I found both historica l and didactic texts might be
studie d and treat ed , in order to make the most advantageous use of them.
For an historical text , the essential point , as it seems to me, is to know
how to tra nsport ourse lves to the scene of the tran saction—to conceive
it viv icj ly with all its circumstances , and to make it , as it were, pass
before the eye. With this view, the narration must be examined in
its connexion with what preced es and what follows it. We must form
the distinctest image possible of the time and the place , and search
into the causes of the fact , and the circumstances which broug ht it oii ;
we must call to mind 'the events which happened at the same time,
toget her with their effects, so far as they have any bearing on the point
un der consideration , or may serve to elucida te it;  and , in one word ,
we must , conformab l y to the rules of historica l inter pretation , jud ge
ever y particular in reference to the sp irit and pharacte r of the age to
which the fact related bel ongs. If , after thes e general preliminaries ,
we fi x our atte ntion on the actor s in the tr ansacti on , and mark the
opinions , t he sentimen ts , the desires and the wants which they express,
an4 the manne rs and charac ter , which they exhibit ; if we examine the
impr ession and the effects of their words , their actions , and all their
movements ; an d if, final ly, we look into the general result pf Jjje
whole ,-—it is scarcel y possible that we should not find somethin g worth y
of being offered to th e meditation of an aud ience.

* At the sam e time, it is equ all y necesj sary for a preac her to Jmow
well what suits the age in which he lives, and the flock which he has to
instruct , an d to have these considerations incessant ly present to his
mind. When many subjects present themselves tq his thou ghts , if he
has a strong sense of duty, he will not consider which is the most easy or
the most agreeable to treat ; but he will choose that which , under actual
circumstances , arwj accQrdling to the known wants pf his hearer s, will
prpve moat useful and best adapted tp produce a salutary impre ^jon,
pi* tj ieir J ieart an<l conduct ; and he will tre af ji.t . ^rith aJJ $kp care , #£
which be is capable. If* tins way, every sermon will haye flft f f of t
perti nence a»d utility of an, occasional discourse ; and $e ymter morer
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OVer will avoid the usual error of retracing continu ally the same circle
of commonplaces, wit hou t benefi t ito any one.'

Beinhard then gives some exam ples from his own sermons of
fhe mode in which he applied the foregoing princi ples. We ex-
tract a single specimen. On the seventh Sunday afte r Tr inity,
the Gospel for the day is from Mark viii. 1—9, the miracle of the
multi plication of the loaves. This passage, considered in the way
just described , furnished Reinhard with the following subjects for
as man y sermons : 1. God can emp loy , and in fa ct does employ,
f eeble means and feebl e instruments f or the diff us ion of r ick bless-
ings* 2. Contentment is a virtue much more essential than is
commonly supp osed. 3. In the manner in which God p rovides
fo r our xvan tSy there is alway s something marvellous. The trans-
action recorded took place in an uninhabite d countr y ; and this
leads to the inquir y why Jesus p ref erred ga thering his discip les
round him in solitary p laces ; which formed the subject of a fourt h
sermon On the perfec ting of the mural sentiment . It was a diffi-
cult thing, un der such circumsta n ces, to pres erve order among so
many thousan d people^—hence a 5th discourse On the secret
emp ire exercised over men by  the p resence of virtue. On th is
occasion Christ had onl y hi mself to depend on. 6. under all
circumstances , the Christian shou ld reckon more on himself than
on others. In the multitude many followed 'Jesus from impure
motives , yet all were tre ated with the greatest kindness . 7. Chris-
tians should give their f ull due even to the imp erfect endeavours of
others in good. The people imprudentl y tarried in a place where
no means of subsistence were at hand . 8. How miserable we
should be if God did not incessantl y  obviate the consequences of
our otvn imp rudence. Our Lor d, on this occasion , sat isfied at
once the bodily and spiritual wants of his followers. 9. On the
connexion which God has established between the need of nou-
rishing the body by  f ood9 and the atten tion which is due to the
culture and imp rovement of the soul. 10. On the remarkable
circumstance , that the Ap ostles never asked for  mira culous assist-
ance from their master. The people in th eir zeal to hear Jesus
ran the risk of famine, but \V£re hap pily preserve d from it. 11.
The time which is wisely  bestowed on the exercises of p iety  is not
lost f or  our temp ora l interests. Ou r Saviour havin g detained the
people th ree days, dismissed them at the time and in the manner
most convenient : hence, 12. Ho w necessary it is to know when
to stop even in the p rosecution ' of a good work.

. Here are twelve perfectl y distin ct subjects for sermons , drawn
from the consideration , under va rious points of view, of one short
passage of Scripture . In order to acquire this facility in the dis-
covery of subjects, Reinhard recommends a close and constan t
stud y bf the history of the 'Bibfe , a comparis on of thie rfecita is1 bf
the different Evangelists, an exrict knowledge of the geography of
Palestine , of tihe state of the countr y, and of the general histor y
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of the time, together with assistance from those writers who have
successfully developed the facts of the gospel history. Among ther
writers of this descri ption , he par ticularl y specifies Chr ysostom in
his Homil ies on the Gospel , Hess in his different works on sacr ed
histor y, and Paulus in his Commentar y on the Evan gelists, regret-
ting, however , in the last-mentioned write r, the introduction into
his otherwise usefu l work of such a vast number of forced and
improbable conjectures.

In regard to didactic texts , it is often necessar y to adhere more
str ictly to the original word s than in the case of such as are histo-
rical ; and yet many of the rules , which are followed with so much
ad vanta ge in develop ing the latter , are also app licable to th e
employment of the former. Rei nhard furnishes an example from
Romans xii. This chapter is div ided into three sections , which
are rea d respectively on the three Sunda ys following the feast of
Epiphany. Pla cing himsel f in the circumstances of the infa nt
churc h, Reinhard seems to discover that the reignin g idea of the
Apost le, in this series of apparentl y unconnecte d prece pts, is to
delineate the prope r and distinctive characte r of Christians , as the
elect of their time. Having seized this general idea, he considers
Christians , in the first section , as members of the communit y ; in
the second, as beings ennobled and per fected ; and in the th ird,
as gifted with prerogatives which distin guish them above the rest
of mankind.

Some of these distinctions must be admitte d to be more inge-
nious than just ; but they illustrate the skill with which Rein hard ,
under the fetters imposed on him by custom , adapted Scri pture to
the purposes of pub lic instruction .

Reinhard lived at a time when theolog ical controvers y was
carr ied on with ext reme vehemence , an d the established systems
of faith were strong ly shaken in every part of Germa n y. Brou ght
up in habits of profoun d reverence for the Scr iptures , and made
deeply sensible of the vagueness and unce rtaint y of philosophy by
the studies and speculations in which his fi rst professorshi p at
W ittemberg led him to engage , he took , after some deliberation
and a care ful weighing of bot h sides of the question , the decided
part of stand ing by the Confession of Augsburg , as the purest
exposition , in his ju dgmen t, of the doctrin e of Christianit y. c It
seemed to me,' says he in his seventh letter , • th at of all Christ ian
churches the Lutheran is that whose system of doctrine is most
consonant to Scr ipture , when its expressio ns are not tortured or
turne d from their natural sense by straine d or subtle commenta-
ries. H^nce, notwithst anding the doubts and the agitation s wit h
which i had for a long time to contend , I not only alway s felt that
I could teach the doctrine of the Evan gelic Church , but my con-
science made it a duty to me. Doubtless , I pro fessed it in the
sequel with more force and satisfaction, because I became more
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a^4 V%9f ? convinjced that it 
 ̂^n its essen^ai poit|£% tBe tr ^e d$c*

trine of Scripture. ' ¦ ¦ ,
With out yeaning tp ^ppr pv  ̂

the 
conduct of Reinha /d ip this

tjn condijipnai assen | tp the articles of a pres f̂it>£d ajid traditiona l
creed, we pan conceive tji at ifje fi^ejjaess ancf precision of 

hU
faith op ppqtrp yerted points of cjp ctrine may haye cont r ibuted tp
the success ap d efficiency C;f J ais preachin g. A spir it pf searching
and sceptic ism is essentia l to the discover y pf err or» and ttiere fpjre
a pre-re qj insite to the nilti paate establishment of trut h s but the
influence of such a spi rit br eaks down the imaginat ive force pf the
mind , an4 is unfavoura ble to the cultivation pf ardo ur ap cl elo-
quence . It is only by purs uin g princi ples to the ir consequences^and establishin g, in their whole ord er and. connexio n, the positive
facts in which they terminate , th at those who have renounce d
popular erro rs can hope to give consistency and force to their
opinions, and wield them as a powerfu l means of popular influ-
ence and instruction. The tr ansition state , which cannot how-
ever be escaped , betweep the part ial detecti on of error and the
fjull and per fect compr ehension of tru th , is a state necessaril y
pain ful to the indivi d ual, unfriendl y to a spirit of social harm ony
and activity, an d barren in all great and splendid effor ts of philan-
th ropy and eloquence. The best men's heart s ar e c)iille4 by the
en4less task of detec ting ej rr pr , exposing absurdit y , and destro ying
what is venerab le fro m its age. It is only when the scattered
elements of op inion ar e recomt j ined , and form themselves anew
iqto a har rn oniou3 syste ip pf positive doctri nes, th at the heart
resumes the tran qu illity which is essential to its moral perfection ,
an d burn s again with creative energy . The tendency of the £tyeor
logical world , when Reinhard entered pub lic }ife, was tp explain
away and destroy ra ther th an to enforce ^nd eistablis j i. He
thought he perceiyet) a^i inconsiste ucy in tji e attempt s pf his ,
contemp praries to reconcile the pr inciples of the pew philoso-
phy, which had been recently pr omulgated by Kai)t, wjitj i a
cpntipued belief in Chr istianit y ; and feeling tfrajt the re could
b»e no middle cour se—that it roust be either siniple Deism or a
positive Clipstianity- ^he courageously chQs,e hi§ p^3 and in
spite of the sneers" of spmq, pf jthe suspicion openjy .e^pres ^ed
by other s that his real sen^nuep fs were differe nt frqm what Jxe
pr eached, an d of tl>e attacks of the jpurna] s, wj ijch y ?&fp al)i in
fij iyQqr pf tjhe new i4ea6—-cont inued bp.tjh to W ffte and tp preach
in suppo rt of the prtl ^pcjpf JjLi ^theran cj ocUjin fc. Hi^ ppinions
became wore decidedly #r(:}ipdp£  ̂ he ft^¥«W? ^4 in 

ye^rs
; ypt

h '̂  orth odoxy was very differen t frPW >v]hiat oftep pa^s  ̂un^f
tha ^ nanie ; it was jijild , tolerant , ^nd ratipnaj^-rr^ogpi^ipg; tt ^e
fuJJM t right of fBvery man to jwdge for ^iin^elf, a,nd ROp^stent w$*
tbie most elev^ed yifws o$ )mft)an na^r  ̂

apfi <>f .W j^ftaijac teir o|"
Gpd. H§ has 9ti*M with i?ucon î|a9n force and clearness 

^inconsistencies that are involved in attem pting to reconcile Cnri s^
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tianit y 4wi|Ji P&il^t^ty?d&e empire of reason wfr h &e authority
of faith : snq, uppj} &m mu$\ pri psioie of conaidering Christia nity
as a system $f doctr ip?9 whwh }* J# PS believed as the appointed
Bae#ns gf sajvation/^tfeer thaji as a statement of facts , proved to
£e authentic, fro m wfifch eyery one is at liberty to dra w whateve r
inferences appear J p hiqa fairly ded ucible from them—it is not
possible, we thin k , to eyade the epnclusiveness of his reaso nings.
J teinhard jyas $t least consistent with himself—hpnest and faithful
in the application of his princi ples ; an d, wer e h is reputed ortho-
doxy more widely at varia nce i^ith our reputed heresy than ,
per h aps, it reall y is, >ve should not the less reverence the in-
tr epidity and single-minded ness with which he held on in the
cpurse dictated to him by conscience in an age of intolerant libe-
ralism :—

' In my searc h after truth (he remarks) *, I could not but perceive
that , in order to have a consistent system of reli gious belief, we must
adhere exclusively either to reaso n or to Scri pture ; and that there are
no consequenti al reasoners but the Deist and the partis an of revel ation*
Witji tlie fprmer , it is reason which decides everything ; what reaso n
cann ot comprehend or acjmit cannot form any par t of his belief ; in his
system everyth ing is connecte d and homogeneous :—he , on the other
han d, whp believe s in revelation is not less consistent with himself nor
less faith ful to his fundamental princi ple. In matters of faith and reli-
gion , Scri pture is to him what reason is to the other : the office of rea-
son is solely to explain and investi gate the meanin g of the former . If
reason find s in Scri pture doctrines unknown before , which it could
never have discovered , an d for which it can furnish no proofs , it does
not on that account feel itself auth orized to reject them , provided they
have not hin g in themse lves contradictory : it recognizes in them the
voice of Qod, and submits to his au thori ty/

Ther e is nothing in these princi ples to which any Chri stian
can object ; but they still leave a question undetermined , which
has been the grand source of all the disputes of Protestantism ,—
how the true sense of Scri pture is to be ascerta ined, an d what
must be the universal princi p le of Scri ptural interpretation ? The
trut hs of Revela tion come to us throu gh a human medium , and
were ada pted in their ori ginal deliver y to the existing state of
manners an d op inion s in J udea. Reinhard himself admits this
in his pro gram m : * Utru m et quando possint oratores d ivini , in
administrando munere sup, demitte re - se ad van as hominum
opiniones ? * which he decides in the affi rmative. Now once ac-
knowledge this pr inciple, and if we go beyond the facts of the
Scri ptu re histor y, it is not very easy to decide in all instances how
far it should be carried ; and the vagueness and uncertainty with
wh ich the line is fixed between what is strictl y divine and what is
merely human , in the minds of d ifferent inter prete rs, is one chief
cause of the intermi nable disputed of theology.
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Before we part with Reinhard , we should observe, 'th at in the
preface to the third edition of hfe € Christian Moralit y/ lie pointed
out what seemed to him rad ical defects in Kan t's Phil osophical
System ; and that the publica tion , by Lessing, of the celebrated
Wolfenbiittel Fra gments (a posthumous work of Reimarus , in
which the human ori gin of Christianit y was att empted to be
proved ) drew forth fro m him a defence of Revelation , entitled , € An
Es^ay on the Plan forme d by the Author of the Christian Rel igion
for the Hap piness of the Human Race ;' of which excellent work
a t ranslation has been mad e into French by M. Dumas.

In conclusion , we cannot hel p expressing our conviction , tha t
no young divine—no one, in short , intent upon eminent useful-
ness in his professio n ,—can read the Letters of Reinhard without
feeling himsel f improved and stimulated ,—with out a deeper sense
of the extent and variet y of atta inments indispensable to a tho -
roug hly furnished teacher of rel igious truth ,—without forming a
determ ined pur pose, by a r igid economy of time , and the most
assiduous improve ment of means and opportunities possessed , to
endea vour to combine, as he did , the solid learnin g of the divine
with the eloquence of the preacher; and at once to sanctif y litera-
ture , and to secularize theo logy, by unitin g usefull y, gracefull y,
an d conscientiousl y in one character , the endowmen ts of the man
of letters and of the Christian ministe r.

The Mutiny of the Bount y was a fortunate and fertile event for
literature. It has been served up in twen ty different ways, and
scarcely yet does it pall upon the public appetite . We have had
it in book s of travels and of tria ls,—in faithful histor y and fancifu l
fiction ,—in prose and in verse ; it has been Byron ized and Mit-
fordize d ; and now Mr . Tagart appends to all that has gone before
a personal and practical improvement , in the shape of a biogra-
phical delineatio n of an excellent man , who was an unlu cky boy
on board , at the period of the catastro phe.

And well does the well-known story read again , thus indivi-
dualized in its inte rest. The fi rst three chapters , which describe
the mutin y, the surrender of young Heywood to the captain of
the Pandora , his brutal treat men t as a prisoner , and shipwre ck
on the passage home, the trial , the condemnation , and the par -
don , are full of excitement. Interming led with the letters and
memoranda of the youn g midshi pman himself,~we have those of
his friends and relatives ,—of his mother and sister. The interest ,
of necessity, declines afterwards , in the fourth chapter , which

*
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details his professional caree r, thou gh the impression is highly
honourable to his character ; but , in the fift h and last, it some-,
what revives, thou gh in a different form, and ada pted to a differen t
tas te , in tne surve y of the moral qualities and reli gious feelings
which developed themselve s in his mind and heart , as he awaited ^in his peacefu l retirement , the summons to his last voyage. He
died in his fi fty-eighth year , his fra me aged by sufferin gs, and his
char acter matured in worth .

And such was the man whom court-marti al j ustice , in all the
promise of his youth—fo r his youth did plainl y promise the excel-
lence of his riper years—sentenced to be hanged ! And why ?
Not for raisin g his han d in rebellio n against a captain whose
coars e malignity must have been most goad ing:,—not for takin g:
the str ongest side in an unequal conflict , eve n afte r the victor y ;
but simp ly for not j umping into a boat whi ch he thou ght was
about to sink , before he was app rized that his remaining on board
the shi p might be misconstrued. When so apprized , he did
attem pt it, but was preve nted. During the fi rst part of the affair ,
his mind was in the state of confusion consequent on suddenl y
awakin g out of sleep, am id t he stran gest an d most unex pected
circum stances. He separated himself as soon as possible from'
the mutinee rs, and came out spontaneous ly to the firs t vessel
th at appeared oh the coast of Otaheite , where he had remai ned
about two years.

The biogra pher has deal t gen tl y with the court -martial ; he
seems to have extende d his merc y to them , in virtue of thei r
havin g recommended the prisoner to the kin g 's merc y. To us
th e trial seems to be the ba rbar ous administration of barbarous
law. The discipline which must be sustained by such means ,
cannot be necessary when a government does its dut y by the
communit y. We demur to letting the case pass as * onl y one
instance amon gst many of the imperfection of human laws/ It
is not an instance of imperfecti on but of evil design. Martial
law is law framed for the red uction of men to machines . • Be a
good tool, or I will destroy you ;'—t hat is its spirit. For no legi-
timate and honourable pur poses,—for no purposes of national
defence mere ly., can such severit y be needful. Its aim is the
creation of an engine , with the direction of which no power on
earth can be safely trusted . The attem pt is presum ptive evi-
dence of des igns hostile to the freedom and well-bein g of a com-
munit y.

It is said that a lar ge portion , both of th e arm y and navy, con-
sists of men so hardened that only by severit y can subordinati on;
be secured. If it be so, the subordination of such men is all th e
more perilo us. They are wild beasts to all but their keeper , who
may at any time € cry havoc, and let slip the dogs.' The combi-
nation of severity on the one hand , with pr ivileges and immunit ies
arbitraril y bestowed on the other ; tend s to fostqr a spirit most n-
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compatible with tlie intere sts ioif divilked society* JJPhe militar y
spiri t in its full maturit y is characterized Bjf ah obedience af oriee*
blind and proud ^—co ntempt for public and jp rivatfe rfgHf , and
insensibilit y to the infliction of suffering. There is no Bell upon
earth like the presence of a hostile army , un less it be that of a
friendl y arrriy. They are much the saifi e when a countr y is the
seat of war . Find one of the Spaniards who lived in SL Sebas-
tian when their British allies delivered it from the French , an d ask
hita of this matter. Or ask the Irish , who remember the Rebellion ,
which behaved worst when they ente red a village ,—the wild rebels ,
or the disci plined t roops ? The wealth y and the beauti fu l of
Bristol may rejoice that their city was for thre e days in the pos-
session onl y of vulgar r iote rs , an d not of gallant sold iers . Indi -
vidual and public ri ghts are the same to a thoroug hly-drilled arm y.
What consideration s of natural ri ght tit formal treaty would stop
an Austrian or Russian army when the word to march was given ?
Even a British officer would say, * Let the government see to
that/ What has the captain to do with the Constitution ? His
colonel says * Charge / and he charges. Has the soldier violat ed
the law—not the militar y, but the civil law-^-go, consta ble, and
pick him out from five hundred more, all dressed up as like as the
devilish dup licate s of Faustus. But does the soldier dabble in
politics ? Nothing more easy than to pick him out for the hal -
berds. It was time for the keen eye of Reform to glance into
the cabin and the guard-room. Th at searching look will not be,
and has not been , in vain. For any country to be free, safe, and
happy , soldiers must be citizens. Discipli ne must stop the
moment it begins to alienate them , in spirit , from the mass of the
commu nity . They ought not to be per manentl y separate d from
it by their pro fession ; they should part frond it only when the
impending per il requires an organized fdrce , and dissolve into it
as soon as the peril has passed . The military art requires no
very exalted talent. Wellington is its master ; and the marshal s
of Fra nce were few of them bred to the trade. The armed citi-
zens of Fran ce routed the veterans of Europe . Ther e ?s no feaf
for an intelli gent popu lation and a cduntr y worth defendi ng.
Courts-m artial , and the laws wh ich court s-martial admini ster ,
have not done their worst in this countr y ; they have been kept in
check by our free institutions and the progress ot knowled ge ; but
they have done worse thin gs even th an han ging young tleywood
would have been ,—they have helped to genera te feelings (thou gh
hap pily to a very partial extent both rimdn gst the higher and
lower militar y grades ) of dislike, contempt and hatred , towar ds
the people and the people's rights , whicn sufficientl y show the
nature atid tendency of the system . They have contri buted to
form the men who, in a gfeat popular s£ru ggfe, can speak, with a
smile, of a ' little dust to be laid in blood P We Jhon our those
whose enlightened minds and sound hear ts remain unConta mi-
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nated by such influen ces ; but we would not have any exposed
to them. .

We are glad to see, by the pre face, that a passag e which some-
what sur prised us, as comi ng from Mr. Tagart , does not belong
to him , but to Mr. Barrow. The loan of the following remarks
did not deserve to be, reckoned an e obli gat ion * :— c Christian was
too good an adept not to knoiv that sea meii will always pay a
more rea d y and cheerfu l obedience to officers Who are gentlemen,
than to those who may H&ve risen to corrimattd from amon g them-
selves. It is, indeed , a corrit pon observation in the service , that offi-
cers who have risen from bef ore trie mast are genera lly the greatest
ty rants ! It was BH gh's misfortune not to have been educated in
the cock pit of a man -of-war , which is to the nav y what a public
school is to those who are to move in civil society. ' The simila
rity of the public school and the cock pit , we have no intention of
disputing. There is, no doubt, excellent t rainin g in both. What
we admirfe is, the beautifu l prov ision of nature , and its harmon y
with the practice of the Brit ish constitution —the one having en-
dowed the sailor with dn instinctive pre ference of being com-
manded , fl ogged, *tn d per haps sacrificed , by a yotin g ' gent le-
man ,5 over obey ing an officer who has risen solely by his fi tness
for the post ; and the other furnishing youn g gentlemen in abun -
dance , ridt guilty of merit or aptit ude , ever rea d y for a vacant
commission . The fact is an illustration of the doctrine of final
causes . The nautical instinct and the j uvenile aristocracy must-
have been mad e for each other , and both intended to disprove thef
St. Simonian heres y, that * every matt should be placed according
to his capacit y, and rewarded according tp his works/ Let the
America n naVy look to it. What would be its fate in war , with
vessels onl y office red by men who know how to navi gate and
figh t ? They should petition insta ntl y for a supp ly of youn g gen-
tlemen for their cockpits : we can spare some.

The Heywood famil y had one ser ious failin g from Which ev£n
the captain 's interesting sister , Nessy, was not exempt } they
made twaddle verses ,— ' very to lerable , and not to be endured .'
What is worse , they made them under circumstances which
strong ly excite our sympath y ; and it is not pleasan t when , in
spirit , we make our call of condo lence , to find the supposed
mourner busily spinning a yarn of Bysshe. The aulhor should
helve th rown a veil over this infirmit y. De mortuis nil nisi
bohum :—and such lines as the following are not ' bonura ;'—

« ANXIETY.
* Doubting , dreading * fretfu l guest ,

Qu it, oh i quit th is mortal breast.
Why wilt thou niy peace inva de,
And each bri ghte r prosp ect shade ?
Pain me not with neeciless Fear ,
But let Hope my bosom cheer ;
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White I epur t her gentl y char ms,
Woo the flattere r to my arms ; , '
While each momerit she beguiles
With her sweet enlivening smiles,
While she soft ly whispers me,
" Lycidas a grain is free,"
While I gaze on Pleasure 's gleam ,
Say not thou, " 'Tis all a dream ."
Henc e—nor dar ken Joy 's soft bloom
With th y pale and sickl y gloom :
Nought have I to do with thee—
Hence—begone—Anxie ty !

* Nessy H eywood.
• Is le of Man, Sep tember 10th. 9

Gent ly should i the biograp her have touched, if he touched at
all , the fact that such lines were ever written ; but what shall we
say to his state ment , that they were indited by a fond siste r, after
she had been in formed th at her brother was condemned to the
yard-ar m, and while expectin g the letters and newspapers which
were to commun icate the full part iculars ? It is stran ge that
Mr. Tagart did not feel the incongruity. Surel y no one of our
readers would like a sister of his own to have writt en so, if he
were going to be hanged . Happ ily there is a misr epresen tation
here , or rat her a mistake ; and the * charmin g Nessy' can be vin-
dicated, thoug h at the expense of the biographer. He uncon -
sciously corrects himsel f by the dates. The lines are dated Sep-
tembe r 10th , when the sittings of the court -martial , instead of
being terminated , had not commenced. Th is makes th em much
more excusa ble. Instead of being, as he states , the compositi on
of one who was • harrassed by agonies of mind which no language
can express,' they wer e writte n while ' Mrs. Heywood and her
daughte rs were fondl y flatterin g themselves with ever ythin g being
most happ ily concluded .' That makes all the diffe rence ;- thanks
to chron ology.

In p. 174, a disgusting anecdote is very properl y put on re-
cord :—

* It was on board the Dedai gneuse , too, tha t he (Captai n Heywood)
had the mortification of discoverin g, amon g the ver y firs t th ings which
came into his hands belong ing to a youn ger brot her , whom he had
taken out with him , and who died ou board , a paper containi ng a dis-
cussion of the question , *' Whether Captain Heyw ood , after all the
circu mstances of his trial and condemnation , could possibl y succeed to
the family prop ert y ?" A singular instance of that i ngratitud e and
unaccoun table baseness of feeling, which appearing , as in this case, in
a family distinguished by so muph of an opposite char acter , seems to
ren der human nature a stran ge and dark enigma ! '

W ith submiss ion , it does no such thin g. Huma n natur e is a
very good natu re , when human art does not interpose for its per-
version . Was there anyth ing strang e or dark; base or ungratefu l
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in Captain Hey wood V wishin g to inherit the fami ly property, pro-
vided it fell to him in the order of "succession ? If not, the nega-
tive assumes his legal right to it. But the fact of this legal right
was that on which the younger Heywobd speculated . He thou ght
—and there was some plausibilit y in the notion—-that the le^al
right might be in himself. Moral ri ght , in the succession of pro -
pert y, there is none anywhere . The only ri ght.  in the case is
cre ated by law. It is in the eldest ; the same power might vest
it in the youngest. It is in the son • the same power might vest it
in the dau ghter. It is in the child ; the same power might vest
it in the uncle , the cousin , the nep hew , or even in the ki ng or the
communit y. If th e condemnator y epithets be applied to a
younger bro ther 's takin g ad vantag e of an elder brother 's misfor-
tune, to possess himself of what otherwise would be the elder
brother 's, legal right , it may be asked whether the elder brother
does not always avail himself of the younger broth er 's misfort une
(his birth-misfort une) to possess himsel f of what else would have
been the you nger brother 's legal ri ght? There are man y who
would think a fortni ght 's uncerta inty about being hanged ,, by no
means an equi pollent calami ty to that of bein g born a youn ger
brother. A severer condemnation than that on the individu al
should fall on the legal and social syste m which makes money
the great intere st of life,, and sets up that interest in an antagonist
positio n to filial , fraternal , and benevolent feerings. It would
probabl y be best for the legal and moral ri ght to coincide , an d'for
no individual to receive money, or money 's-worth , without havin g
rendered pro portion ate service for it to society. At any rate , it
must be bad to manufacture, by legal machinery, natura l death
or ar bitrary incapac itation into the pecun iar y advantage of son
or brothe r. Capta in H eywood himself was not the fi rst-born ,
nor the eldest th en living , tho ugh he- seems to have become so
soon after. The heir was about to die , and the question was,
which of the two younge r brot hers was entitled to the legal bonus
on his decease . The captai n would have been too pure-minded
to moot such a question. The midshi pman was a young rascal,
no doubt. But the ini quity of ancient and hoar y law excited ,
perha ps generated altogether , the evil in his soul. The old rascal
led the youn g rascal into temp tation .

It has been ment ioned , th at Capt ain Heywood lived two years
at Ota heite , i. e. the interval between the return of the mutineers
to that island , and the arrival of the Pa ndora off the coast , in
1791. He and many of the natives became mutuall y attached ;
he learned thei r language ; conformed to man y of their customs ,
even so far as to be € tattooe d in the most curious manner ; and
seems al together to have made himself very comfortable. , The
recollection of that time was not the worse for hav ing been fol-
lowed by a shipwreck in irons , and a tria l for . his life. His me-
mory dwelt on it with tenderne ss and complacency. Five-and-
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-twenty years afterwards , when iin command of his Majest y's ship
Montagu , off Gibraltar , an incident occurr ed which made the
thoug hts, feelings, and recollections of his youth gush forth in a
most beautiful and touching manner. His own language is best,
and we give the descri ption (from a letter) entire :—

• Montagu , Gibraltar , Fe b. 1, 1816.
* An even t of rather a singular nature occurred to me two or three

day s ago, and I confess I have still so much of the savage about me as
to have been in no small degree interested by it , I heard accidental ly,
last Sunday , that there were two poor unfortunat e Taheiteans on boar d
the Cal ypso, who had been kidna pp ed , and broug ht away from their
island by an English shi p about thirteen or fourteen month s ago.
Thence they went to Lima , and in a Spani sh ship were conveyed to
Cadiz , where , soon after their arrival last June , they made their escape ,
and got on board the Cal ypso, where they have remained ever since,
unable to make themselves understood , and hopeless of ever revisiting
their native countr y, to which they ardent ly long to go back ; and God
knows , and so do I, that is not to be wonder ed at. As I thoug ht they
would be much mor e at their ease and comfortab le wi th me, I ordered
them to be discharged into the Montagu , and they were broug ht on
board. Never , as long as I live, shall I forge t the emotions of these
poor creatures , when , on enterin g the door of my cabin , I welcomed
them m their own way, by exclaiming, —

"' Ma now, wa , Eho , maa ! Yowra t 'Eatooa , te harre a mye !
Welcome , my friends ! God save you in coming here !"

' They could scarce believe their ears when I accosted them in a
lan guage so dear to them , and which , except by each other , the y had
not heard pr onounced since they were torn from their count ry. They
seemed at the moment electrified. A rush of past reco ll ect ions at
once filled their minds , and then , in a to ne, and with an expression
peculia r .to these peop le, and striking ly mourn fu l, they sighed out
together and in unison : —

' " At ta ye, hudv ay ! Atta ye huoy to tawa Venooa , my tye ay !
Ita roa ye ne <5 ay ! Alas ! Alas ! our good country , we shall never see
it mor e ! "

• 1 took each by the hand , and told them , that if I lived they should
be sent home to their country, a nd assured them , that in the mean
time they should remain with me, and that I would be their countr y-
man , their friend and protect or. Poor fellows ! they were quite over-
whelmed—their tears flowed apace—and they wept the tha nkfulness
they could not express. They looked wistfull y at me and at eac h
other. God knows what was passin g in their minds , but in a shor t
tjme they grew calm, an d fel t comforted ; and they now feel contented
and happy. It was a scene which I wou ld not hav e lost for much more
than I oug ht to say. But there is no desc ribin g the state of one 's mind
in .witnessing the sensib ilities of another fellow-being, with a convic-
tion, at the same time , that the y are tru e and unaff ected. And , good
God ! with what ease that is discovered ! Wh at an amazing differe nce
there is between these children of nature and the pup ils of art and re-
finement \ It was a scene worth y of being descri bed by a bet ter pen
—a sincere expre ssion of Nature 's genuine , best feelings , such as we

f&$ Taga rf a Memoir of Captain Heyzpotrd.



sometimes read of in many of our pretty novels ; but rarely , very Tarel y
s-ee, in thi s civilized hemisphere of our s, and which * indee d, I do be-
lieve I very seldom have seen whol ly tin soph isticated by some selfish
passion , which inte rest mixes wkh them , but polish teaches to conceal,
except amon g* the poor untau ght savages of the island which gave
these men birth- —where plenty and content are the port ion of all ,
unallo yed by care , envy, or ambition—where labour is needless , and
want unk nown ; at least , such it was twen ty-five years ago. And
after all that is sai d and done amon g us great and wise people of the
earth , pra y what do we all toil for, late take rest , and eat the bread of
care fulness , but to reac h, at last , the ver y state to which they are born
:—ease of circumst ances , and the option of being idle or busy as we
please ? But if I go on th is way, you will say I am a savage, and so I
believe I am, and ever shall be in some points ; but let that pass.6 As these poor fellows appear to be very wre tched in a state of ex-
istence so new to them , so forei gn to their original manners and habi ts,
and as their ignor ance utterl y disqualifies them for enjoying what they
cannot comprehen d the value of. and renders them useless members of
a state of civilizati on and refinement such as ours , I hav e written a
public letter to Mr. Croker , and a private one to Admiral Hope , to
beg they may be sent out to their own country, shoul d the newspaper
reports be true , th at our government intends to send a vessel to Pit-
cairn 's Island with arti cles of comfort and convenience for the rieve-
discovered progen y of the Bounty 's peop le. This discovery natura lly
intereste d me much when I first heard of it in 1809, at the Admiralt y ;
but still more has the information , given us since by Sir Thom as
Stai nes and Captain Pi pon , interested me. A very lively and general
curiosit y seems to hav e been excited to know more about a race of
beings so new and uncommon in the composition of their charact er,
and not the less so fro m its puri ty. And even my curiosity (gratifi ed
as it has been al read y by seeing man in every stage of society, from
the miserable savage of New Holland to the most cultivated andT re-
fined Euro pea n) has been awakened by th e accounts of th ese officers ;
so that , were I on the spot , and anything were going out that way, it
is not at all clear to me but that I should be tempted to endeavour to
go and look at th is new species , as well as to jud ge whether the na-
tives of Taheite have , upon the whole , been benefited , or the reverse ,
by their interco urse with Euro pe for the last twent y-five years . I
k now wh at t hey were then , and I believe there are few persons , if any,
now livin g, who possess the same means of jud ging of the chan ge that
may have taken place, because all those who saw them about that
time were but casual visiters ; and if I may be allowed to j udge from
what has been written , t hese v isiters knew ju st as muc h about the
people as th ey did of their language ; and a man must have a stran gely-
constructed head who can believe that anythin g which it is most inter-
est ing* to know concerning a stran ge peop le , can p ossibly  be known
(correctl y at least) without the lat ter. Yet we meet with man y de-
scri pt ions of the ir manners , custo ms, reli gion, and ceremonies , of their
government and policy (if they have any), that must have been com-
prehended. How ? Wh y, by the eye alone. Now is thi s possible ?
No : and I can only say, that more than two years and a half 's resi?
clence among them, and a ve"ry competent know ledge of their Ian -
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giiage, never enabled me to discove r the truth of near ly all the descri p*
tions of those matters before the publ ic, most of which I , at this mo-
ment, believe never to have had existence except in the heads of the
wr iters ! But , fortunate ly for those who feed curiosit y with a goose-
quill , there is no lack of credulit y in Great Britain , whatever there may
be of faith. To us, however , it is ver y immater ial what stories we are
told about them ; and to know more or less of these savages will neithe r
add to nor lessen our stock of happ iness. Happ iness, indeed , does not
seem to be our object of searc h, so muc h as wealth , distinction s, and
power , where alon e we most of us suppose it to reside , notwit hsta ndin g
hal f a thousand old fellows, from Solomon down to Dr. Cogan , have
been telling " us we are all wron g. But these islanders have neither
power nor gold to make it ; but plent y, cheerfulness , an d content th ey
have,—and with Nature onl y for their guide , they are so dep lora bly
ignoran t as to fancy, that these, wit h a few social enjoyments , consti-
tute the summum honum of life. Upon the whole, there is more
genera l happ iness among t hem , than amon g any people I have met
wit h on earth ; so that I am ver y sure , the less we teach them of our
ar ts and sciences , t he better for th emselves. Let them , however , have
our re ligion ; for thoug h they have a firm belief in the Supreme Being,
-T-of the soul's separate existence , and of a future state after death
still more happ y than the present , yet it may be for their benefit hereafter
to have a knowled ge of Christianit y, thoug h I am not at all sure it will
ma ke them happ ier during li fe, or add to the composure with which I
have seen several of them , bot h old and young, depart out of it. In
most matters , indeed , t hey act up to its tenets alread y, wit hout know-
ing anything ' about it. But those customs among them , which are in
direct oppo sition to its holy prece pts , as well as to their own happ i-
ness here, (most of which , however strange it may seem to th e ear of
an European , ori g inate in pride of family  y )  part icularl y in fanticide , it
wou ld doubtless correct , an d in t ime exp lode. But of this matte r I
have said more than enou gh, [perhaps , an d more tha n I intended/ —
pp. 285-291.

The above picture of the « savayes* is not the orthodox one, nor
is it easy to get at the whole truth about the char acte r and condi -
t ion , past and present , of the South Sea Islan ders . Voyagers
and missionaries will , we suppose , in time settle it between them ;
but the discre pancies are , at present , rather unmana geable for
the untravell ed critic. That th e character of Ca ptain Heywood
rendered his evidence valuabl e would be sufficientl y evinced by
the above letter , were there no other indicati ons on record of his
soundness of mind and goodne ss of heart .

We demur , however , both to his remar k , and his biogra pher 's
comment , on the demonstration of English feeling toward s Napo-
leon ;—

4 In allusion to the report which had reac hed him of the multitudes
of his countrymen who flocked to Pl ymouth , from curiosity, to see the
fallen Emperor Napoleon , then on board an English vessel awaitin g
his destin y, thus pay ing him an honour gratif ying- to his vanity, he says,
«• Why, the public is a sort of nondescri pt , ai\ anomal y in natu re . It
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cannot discriminate betweten^-good and evil-^—between the career of
honour toward s the goal of fame and real glory , or infamy. " ;

* We may infer , perhap s, from this , that the opinion Captai n Hey wood
had formed thus earl y of the character of Napoleon , was similar to that
developed by Dr . Channing , in his " Remarks on the Life and Cha -
racter of Napoleon Buonaparte , and in his " Thought s on True Great -
ness," production s published man y years afterward s, with which Cap-
tain H. entirel y coincided in sentiment. '—pp. 299, 300.

The € publ ic' is not quite such a brute beast as the Captai n
supposed . They knew that the world owed something to Napo-
leon., an d the remembrance at that moment would have been un-
timely th at he might have mad e the worl d owe him much more .
He was the ' fallen Emperor Napoleon/—th ree pithy word s, and
which descri be no every-day sight , but one which might attr act ,
* from curiosit y,' even those who can * discriminate between good
and evil .' Moreover he was * awaiting his destiny ;' that is to
say, havin g, as sovere ign of France , lost a decisive battle , he
had thrown himself upon the generosity of the Prince Regent of
England , which generos ity was about to send him to a lingerin g
death at St. Helena. Here was more matter for those who can
* discriminate between good and evil. ' What lustre the Britis h
character gained by that transact ion  ̂ an d in wh at proportions
* rea l glory and in famy ' are to be distrib uted between the career
of Napoleon and that of the Hol y Alliance Sovere igns, with our
government as th eir (then) appendage , we leave the future histo-
rian to decide . He will scarcel y divi de the antithesis between
them. The Capta in's own part in Vanit y Fa ir was to * lead the
fleet th roug h the various man oeuvre s exhibi ted before the Allied
Sovere igns when they visited Portsmo uth.  ̂ The Plymouth spec-
tac le had more heart in it.

The biograp her forgets or mistakes the direct ion in which the
current of opinion on Napoleon 's char acter has been flowing,
when he ascribes meri t to Captain Heywood for havi ng ' t hus
ear ly' apprec iated th at character in the same way as Dr. Chan -
ning. There was neither antici pat ion nor persp icacity in the case.
The opinion itself disproves the forme r , an d at least does not
imply the latter. It was the common vulgar estimate of Napo-
leon. At the time to which we now re fer, it was beginnin g, not
to be ' developed ,' but modified . Rightl y or wron gly, from that
period it is undeniable that the charac ter of Napoleon began to
rise in Eng lish estimation. From W arde n 's Letters , to the Me-
moirs of the Duchesse d'Abrantes , the ten dency of the numer ous
publicati ons concern ing him which have issued from the press has
been fo place his character in a more favourab le light. The
popularit y of those publicat ions has shown the chan ge in public
opinion. Even the Times newspap er learn ed the language of
respect. To antici pate Dr. Chan ning 's view of Napo leon was
only to antic ipate that which had long existed, and was beginnin g
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to fade away. We do not mean that, in Dr. Charming's Remarks,
there are dot many which are sound, beaiitiful> origin4l,̂ -assuredly
there are » but in his general notion there was no novelty : taken
abstractedly, it is unduly severe ; and regarded comparatively
(comparatively with the manner in which any moral anatomist
yet dares to dissect sovereigns,) it is most unfair. Nor has it
produced an y effect upon public opinion. The chief result, and
that a good one, has been to gain for Dr. Charming's other works
some readers amongst a class which would else have treated any
writer of his profession, opinions, and country, with ineffable
contempt.

That Captain Hey wood should have admired Dr. Channing's
writings was perfectly natural ; as it is that his biographer should
isympathize in the sentiment. Not to admire them argues a defi-
ciency in the faculty of literary appreciation. Nor do we demur-
to the bestowment of praise on ' the literature of America.'
Identical in the past, we hope that in the future it will never be
materially distinguished from the literature of England. But
we canno t consent to its be ing, and we are sure no intelligent
American would claim for it to be, at once distin guished from and
raised above that of the mother-country. The time of competi-
tion is yet distant. Nor do we think that the contrast which
Mr. Tagart has instituted in the following passage, or the censure
which he has borrowed in the appended note, can be fair ly sub-
stantiated :

* The ,litera ture of Amer ica in general suited his taste. It is true *
he knew it chiefly from its most favourab le specimens , but in these he
perceived good sense prevailing, a di sposition to brin g ever y op inion
to the test of truth , without th at party spirit which mingles so lar gely
in the curre nt literature of our own country, and t inges our popular re-
views with so much unfai rness and misrepresentation *.'—pp. 321, 322.

Good sense and impartiality are essential , but the 'most favour s-
able specimens' of the literature of a country should have sundry
other qualities in addition , if a claim to hi gh rank is to be substan-
tiated. We hope the Americans will both disclaim the invidious
contrast, and be dissatisfied with the imperfect praise. As to
• party spirit/ it ebbs and flows at intervals in both countries ; and
the litera ture of both is necessari ly more or less tinged with it in
proportion. We have seen some choice American specimens ;

* l M I  have the utmost aversion to the whole business of reviewing, which I have
long considered , in the manner in which it is conducted , a nefarious and un principled
proceeding, and one of the greatest plagues of modern times. It was infinitel y better
for the interests of rel igion and literature when books had fair play, and wer e left to
the unbiassed suffrage s of the pub lic. As it is, we are now doomed to receive our
first impression and opinion of books from some of the wickedest , an d others of the
itupidest of men ; men, some of whom have not sense to write on any subject, nor
others honesty to read what they pretend to criticise , yet sit in judgment upon all
performances , and issue their insolent and foolish oracles to the pubJ ic."-i-Ro:BEKtf
Hal l's Letter * to Ivime *. Wotks, yol. v. p. 522.* ¦ J
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bat let that p&ss. We glad ly ttiin Irfcni the idea of siidH A comptt-
•risdn , to prdtfest against thfe wht>Ies&lfe caluffiiiy upon our own.
peribdtcal literattiri ^ in thfe note , tibbert Hal l was €tn extfab rdi-
rik ry ffiafi : we hdpe the publication of his Mfcrtibirs will soon giv&
tis occasion and additional material s for a fttir anal ysis of his
peculiar geriius ; bli t every bod y kncftv s that he was somewhat
addicted ib stron g express ions. In the present instance he has
indul ged iri them most unwarrantabl y, and we are astonished that
so calm and candid a wri ter should have gravel y cited him as a
witness. It would be difficult to point out a topic of public im-
portarice and interest , within the last quarter of a centur y, of
which the best discussion is not to be found in the pages of some
periodical. And reviews are read by thousands whom the books
would never r£ach. They brin g all classes of subjects home to all
classes of men. On all the gre at points of legislative and legal
reform , of forei gn policy, of commercial restrict ion , of political
econom y, bur period icals are sto rehouses of informat ion and of
Argument. True , the writers take different sides, simply for the
reason that the ablest thinkers are yet far fro m agre ement. But
they cannot be. farther from it than they would be without so rap id
and convenient a mode of communication with orie another an d.
with the public. Then how rich they are in science, history, and
literature ! Prett y pocket ledgers, in which the accounts of dis-
covery an d production are regularl y posted up, puttin g us in pos-
session of a totalit y which , without a division of mental labour ,
would be utterl y unattai nable. The Quarterl y, the Tor y Quar-
ter ly, deserves embalmin g for its literar y art icles . As for the
ant ipathies and partialitie s, they are usuall y such as every body
knows where to look for. They are usuall y such as would exist
in books if there were no rev iews, and be more likel y to do mis-
chief ; the y would exist in men 's minds if there were neither , and
be then most mischievous of all. The rhodomonta de , about their
being written by the wickedest and stup idest of men, scarc ely
deserves answer. What great name is there in modern literature
that is not associated with per iodical writin g ? What poets have
we had so insp ired as to be above the critic ism of Southe y and
Scott , and Moore and Cam pbell? Will geograp hers object to
the ignorance of Barro w, or speculative men demur to the acute-
ness of Jeffrey, or the meditative ph ilosopher pretend that his
reveries cannot be appreciated by Carl yle ? Are the * unbiassed
suffra ges of the public * waitin g for books which shall tell us more
of political economy than Chalmers , and M' Culloch , and Pey-
ronnet Thompson ? The name of Playfair should go for some-
thin g in physics, and that of Mill in metaphysics. Where will
Lytton Bulwer find better novelists ? Will the orator challenge
Macau lay from his jur y, or the statesman demand a tr ial by his
Peers , and appea l from the Chancellor ? One might almost
make the * line stretch out to the crack of doom/ Per iodicals are
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the vehicle for the highest aild finest portion of the act ive intel-
lectual power of the counjtry * } They embody the spiri t of the age.
They are a new form of communication , called forth by the wants
inciden t to a ra pid prog ress in improvement—an intellectu al rail-
road ; and Mr. Tagart echoes Mr. Hall's demand for the revival
of the old heavy stage-coach ! It will not do. Reform has de-
creed that , in literature , as in politics , the ' unbiassed suffrage s of
the public ' shall be given more rap idly than heretofo re , but cer-
tainl y not without am ple mean s of information .

This book has beguiled us into sundr y excursion s, from which
it is time to return . We thank the writer for all the ente rtainment ,
instruct ion , and suggestion which it has afforded us. The view of
Captain Heyvvood's rel igious opinions and charact er will be read
wit h pecu liar interest. His pro fessional career closed with a sin-
gular tribute of respect which we cannot refrai n from quotin g.
It was bett er than a sword from the corporation , or a title from the
Sovere ign. When the Monta gu was paid off, (at Chatham , on the
16th of Jul y, 1816,) the crew took leave of the vessel, their cap-
ta in, an d each other , by the following copy of verses, wr itte n by
one of the seamen , and presente d to Captain H eywood by desire
of the whole ship's company :—

* THE SEAMEN ' S FAREWELL TO H. M. S. MONTAGU.

m * Fare well to thee , Monta g u !—yet , ere we quit thee ,
We'll give thee the blessing 1, so justl y th y due ;

For many a seaman will fondl y regret thee ,
And wish to rejoin the e, thou " Gem of True Blue."

* For stout were th y timbers , and stoutl y commanded ,
In the record of glory untarnished th y name ;

Still read y for battle when glory demanded ,
And read y to conquer or die in th y fame.

* Farewell to thee , Heywood ! a truer one never
Exercised rule o'er the sons of the wave ;

The seamen who served th ee would serve thee for ever ,
Who sway'd , but ne'er fette r 'd , the hearts of the brave.

4 Haste home to th y rest , and may comfort s ensh rine it ,
Such comforts as shado w the peace of the bless'd ;

And the wrea th thou deserv 'st may gratitude twine it ,
The band of true seamen thou ne'er has t oppress ed.

* Farewel l to ye, Shi pmates , now home is our haven ,
May our hard shi ps all fade as a dream that is past ;

And be this true toast to old Monta gu giv'n ,
She was our best ship, and she was the last. '—pp. 301 , 302.
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We do not und erstand the caprices of our extraordinar y world.
We have a great respect for its opinions in the main ; but we
cannot help thinking that they are sometimes wofully inconsiste nt.
For exam ple : some two thousand years ago, (we use that conve-
nient chronology, the poet ical ,) there lived , in one of the summer
isles pf the iEgaean , a lad y, whose nam e was Sapp ho. We und er-
stan d that she wrote most spirit -stirring verses, an d sang the m
to a lyre that was not unworth y of them. Her fame has become
immorta l, and her ver y name a proverb for female poetical genius .
The beauty of her compositions we do not mean to dispute ; but
the subject of her fines t lyr ic is such as, in our days, would scarcel y
have permitted her to reach the Cape of Leucadia : but her writ -
ings are in Greek , and her fame is immortal .

Now what we complain of is th is—not that Sapp ho is celebrated ,
but that the admiration of anti quity should mak e us unj ust to the
merits of our contemporaries. We may be alone in saying so, but
we nevert heless affi rm it , that Felicia Hemans has wr itten man y
thin gs which would not disgrac e the inspiratio n of the Lesbian
Pythoness. We mainta in that our gifted countr ywoman has not yet
had justice done to her exquisite and nobly-used gifts ; and it is
for the noble use of those gifts that we honour her more , and
think her more deserving of honour , than for their transce ndency
or fertility. The stream is as pure as it is apparentl y inexhaustible.
Man y of her songs have bre athed the insp irat ions of sorro w ; but
we know of none that have not evinced an equal loftiness of tho ught
and holiness of feeling. She is a true poetess , an d a true woman .
We use the term , not in levity, but in reverence. Sapp ho wrote
from her passions ; but our countr ywoman has found a Castal y
that spri ngs higher and flows purer. She is the Sapp ho of the
a ffect ions : she uses her power so as to make it a blessing. One
only charg e have we to bring against her—there is too much
cypress in so beautiful a gar den. Nothin g indeed Bi/ ronian ,
not hin g either remorse ful, misan thro pical , or sent imenta l ; but
still there is too much of * sorrow in her song,' as we fear there
has been too much of s winter in her year. ' Weep for the deep
of heart ! A melanc holy gift is sometimes theirs , an d one the
pain of which may , perhaps , be balance d against all the power it
exerts , and all the distinction it may confer.

But as we meant our own remarks mere ly to serve for the
th read on which should be * strung at ran dom ' the ' or ient pear ls'
which might apologize for them and hide them , we will proceed
to quote (from memory) some of the sweet stra ins, which yet
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come over us like winds from ithe sweet south . Our selection may
be partial , far we confess that we haV& ®v? i&Voiirites .; but in this
case it can scarcely happen iliat c a favour ite has no friend.'
One remark , however , we ought to make previousl y to entering
upon our quotations,—that we refrain fro m any reference to some
few of the most delightful , because we know th at they haver
already appear ed in the pages of the wort for which we are writ -
ing. From her lesser poems we shall cite., in the first place , the
affectin g verses entitled ' The Message to the Dead/ founded , as,
a note in forms us, upon the practice , still existing among the
Scottish Highlander s, of char ging the dying friend with tender
messages to the departed ;—a beautifu l superstition , an d a beau *
tiful tribute to it 1

1.
' Thou art parting hence, my brot her ,

Oh my earliest friend , farewell !
Thou art leading me, without thy  voice,

In a lonel y home to dwell :
And from the hills and from the h earth ,

And from the household tre e,
With thee departs the linger ing mirth ,—

The bri ghtness goes with thee.
2.

' But thou , my friend , my brother f
Thou art speeding to the shore

Where the dirge- like tone of parting* words
Shall smite the soul no more ;

And thou wilt see our hol y dead,
'.the lost Oh earth and main ;

Into the sheaf of kindred hearts
Thou wilt be bound again.

3.
* Tell , then , our friend of boyhood

That yet his name is heard
On the blue mountains , whence his yout h

Pass 'd like a swift bri ght bird ;
The li ght of his exulting bro w*The vision of his sglee,
Are on me still—oh , sti ll I trust

That smile agai n to see !
4.

' And tell OUr fair young sister ,
The rose cut down in spri ng.

That yet my gushing soul is fill*d
With lays .she lov 'd .to sing :. . .

H er sof t> deep eyes look through my dreams*Tender and sadl y sweet ;
: Tell her my, heart within jne bur ns

Once moire that glance to ineei. * "'
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5.
to * And tell our white-haired fath er *That in the path s tie irod,

The child he lov'd , the la§t on earth ,
Yet walks, and worshi ps God :

Say that his last fond blessing- yet
Rests on my soul ' like dew ;

And by its hallowing might* I trust ,
Again his face to view.

6.
* And tell our gentl e mother ,

That on her grave I pour
The sor rows of my spiri t forth ,

As on her bre ast of yore.
H appy thou art , that soon , how soon t

Our good and bri ght wilt see :
Oh brother , brother , may I dwell

Ere long with thern and thee !'
This is one exam ple, of a thousand which the work s of this

gifted woman will affor d  ̂ of the power she possesses of seeing the
poetry of human life where others see but the prose—of hearing
music (« the still sad music of humanit y') where others hear but
monoto ny or discord . The heart is her province—t he pure heart
-—warm with gentte sympat hies and with noble affections. Pas-
sion only vivifies her finer susceptibilities , as the heat of the sun
increases the fall of the dew. On her favourite themes she will
sing dofrn a summer day ; and who would wish to stop so sweet a
song ? Of human kindred , and of its t ies and tendernesses, she
is the very * Buibul of a thousand songs .* She is the ' sweet
singer ' of home, of its joys and sympat hies , its recollections
and its duties, itfc hopes and fears , its cares and sorro ws. We
hear a voicd j ' List* list , oh list V It is a < Child' sing ing its * First
Grief :'—

1.
* " Oh , call my brother back to me,

I cannot pl&y alone ;
The summer comes with flower and bee—

Where is my brothe r gone ?
2.

* The butt erfl y is glancing bri ght
Across the Sunbeam 's trac k ;

I care not now %a chase its flight ,—-
Oh , call my brother back !

* The. fldtf refs rui n tirOd—the flowers we sow'd
Arb tind 'dill1 garddti iiee I

Ou r Vliife te dWdp itaff ^lth its load.,
Oh, caff hittl ttecS id kn !*•
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4-
4 He would not hear thy voice, fair child 1 *

H e may not come to thee;
The face that once like spr ing-time smiled ,

On eart h no more thou'lt see.
; 5.

* A rose's hrief , bri ght life of joy ,
Such unto him was given :

Go ! thou must play alone , my boy !
Th y brother is in heaven.

6.
4 " And has he left his bird s and flowers ?

And must I cal l in vain ?
And througrh the long, long summer hours

Will he not come a^ain ?
7.

4 And by the broo k and in the glade "
Are all our wanderings o'er?

Oh9 while my brother with me p lay 'd ,
TVould I hud loved him mote t*

Now this we do maintain to be poetr y true to the great objects
of poet ry :—alas , how often forgotten ! It is written for our hearts
and homes. There may be sorrow at the root , but it has blossom s
of beauty and fruits of joy. We tolerate the cloud for the sake
of the ra inbow . Sorrow like that expressed in the foregoing
pieces is, in its ver y essence, hol y and ennoblin g. Its tendenc y
is to make us more sensible of the blessings and duties and plea-
sures of the present , by showin g us how we are to look back up on
them fr om the f uture . Who has ever developed the warnin g
moral of the possible fra gility of affection with a touch so delicate
and so faithfu l as that which struck forth the following *Song'?
We preface it with its own affecting motto :—

'¦ • Oh cast thou not
Affection from thee ! In this bitter worl d
Hold to thy heart that only treasure fast ;
Watch—guard it—suffer not a breath to dim
The bri ght gem's purit y !»

1.
4 If thou hast crush ed a flower ,

The root may not be blighted ;
If thou hast quench'd a lamp , '

Once more it may be lighted :
But on thy harp or on thy lute ,

The strin g which thou hast broken .
Shall never in sweet sound again

Give to thy touch a token !
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2.
* If thou hast loos'd a biH

Whose voice of son^ could cheer thee*Still, still he may be won
From the skies to warble near thee :

But if upon the troubled sea
Thou hast thrown a gem unheeded,

Hope not that wind or wave will bring
The treasure back when needed.

3.
* If thou hast bruis'd a vine,

The summer 's breath is healing",
And its clusters yet may glow,

Through the leaves their bloom revealing :
But if thou hast a cup overthrown

W ith a bright draught fill d—Oh ! never
Shall earth give back that lavish'd wealth

To cool thy parch'd li p's fever !
4.

• The heart is like that cup,
If thou waste the love it bore thee ;

And like that jewel gone,
Which the deep will not restore thee ;

And like that string of harp or lute
Whence the sweet sound is seatter 'd :—

Gently, oh ! gently touch the chords,
So soon for ever shattered !'

We may possibly have made a selection , which will surprise such
of our readers as are al ready acquainted with much that Mrs,
Hemans has wri tten. We have done so fro m a twofold cause : in
the first place, we confess, or repeat, that the strea m of her verse,
however copious and limpid and tunefu l , occasionally lingers
(fo r us} too long under the cypress, and reflects too much of its
melancholy verd u re. We acknowledge that we are satisfied with
the sorrows of real life, having outlived the golden age when
sorrow was a luxury . The other cause ad verted to is, that we
real ly are but partially acquainted with most of this lady's • thou-
sand songs.' Wh y are they not published in a collective and
authentic form ? At present, they are blown about like the
leaves of the Sybil , when the wind found its way into the Cumsea n
cave. But we proceed. Should it ever be our * delightfu l tas k
to teac h the young idea how to shoot / we mean that the follow-
ing shall be one of our earliest lessons. We wish that we our -
selves had been in the habit of hearing it , instead of tha t im-
mort al lyr ic, • Goosey, goosey, gander. 1—

1.
* What is that, mother ?

The lark, my child !
The morn has but just look'd out and smil'd,
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Whe n he starts from his fitimble grassy nest ,
And is up and away , with the dew on his breast
And a hymn in his heart , to yon pu re bri ght sphere .
To warble it out in his Maker 's ear—
Ever , my child , be thy morning lays
Tun 'd like the lark 's to thy Maker 's praise i

2.
* What is th at , mother ? . . .

The dove, my son !
And that low sweet voice, like the widow 's moai\,
Is flowing out from her gent le breast ,
Constant and pure , by tha t lonel y nest ,
As the wave is pour 'd from some crystal urn ,
For her distant dear one 's quick return ^
Ever , my son, be thou like the dove,
In friendsh ip as faith ful , as constant in love !

3.
* What is that , mother ? *

The eagle, my boy I
Proudl y caree rin g his course of joy ;
Firm on his own mountain vigour rel ying,
Breasting the dark storm , the red bolt defying,
His wing on the wind , his eye on the sun,
He swerves not a hai r , but moves onward , right on—
Boy ! may the eagle's flight ever be thi ne,
Onward , and upward , and true to the line I

4.
• What is that , mot her ?

The swan , my love !
He is floati ng down from his native grove ;
JN~o lov J d one now, no nestling nighy
He is f loating down by himself to die ;
Death darkens his eye and unplumes his wings.
Yet his sweetest song is the last he sings—
Live so, my love, that , when death shall come,
Swan-like and sweet it may waft thee home / '

Such of our read ers as may not be much acquainted with the
productions of this accomplished woman , may be su rprised to
learn , that , thou gh subj ects like the precedin g are more in her
favourite walk  ̂ few have struck the martial or chival rous lyre
•w ith more electrif ying boldness. This , however , is to us no pro -
blem. The conception of what is pure and hol y carries with it
the conception of what is elevate d and noble. The fruita ge may
appear ver y different fro m the root ; but it is not the less its
proper and natural growth. The fine apprehension of the char i-
ties and graces of life implies and produces the as fine apprehen-
sion of all that gives them digni ty and securit y. Hence the
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poetess of home becomes the poetess of war ; the Sappho of pure
affection becomes (with reverence be it spcvken ) the, ver y Alcaeus
of patriotism and of freedom. Hence it is that the gentle and
tru ly femin ine Felicia Hemans could, an d can , brea k out into
a stra in like the following—a strain , which Prince Metternich
might not especially like to find tran sfused , with equal spirit ,
into the language of the countr ymen of Tell . We think that it
might possibl y do somethi ng more than loosen the avalanches
and sta rtle the eagles :—

* Look on the white Alps round !
If yet they gird a land

Where Freedom 's voice and step are found ,
Forget ye not the band ,

The faithful band , our sire s, who fell
Here , in the narro w battle -dell !

* If yet, the wilds among 1
Our silent hearts may burn ,

When the deep mountain-horn hath run g",
And home our steps may turn ,—

Home !—home !——if " still that name be dear ,
Praise to the men who perish 'd here !

' Look on the white Alps round !
Up to their shinin g- snows ,

That day the stormy rolling 1 sound ,
The sound of battle rose !

Their caves prolong ed the trumpet 's blast ,
Th eir dark pines trembled as it pass 'd :

' They saw the princel y crest ,
They saw the kni ghtl y spear ,

The banner and the mail-clad breast ,
Born e down , an d tram pled here !

They saw—an d glory ing there the y stand ,
Eter nal record s to the land !

* Praise to the mountain-born ,
The brethren of the glen !

By them no steel arra y was worn ,—
They stood as peasunt-men !

They left the vineyard and the field
To break an emperor 's lance and shield !

' Look on the white Alps round !
If yet along their steeps

Our childr en 's fear l ess feet ma y bound ,
Free as t he cham ois leaps ;

Teac h them in song to ble.ss the band ,
Amidst whose mossy graves we standl
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' If, by the wood-fire's blaze, -: / ^When winter-stars gleam cold,
The glorious tales of elder days

May proudly yet be told ;
J?orget not then the shepherd race
Who made the heart h a hol y place !

• Look on the white Alps rou nd !
If yet the sabbath-bell

Comes o'er them wit h a gladd ening sound , :
Think on the battle -dell !

For blood firs t bath 'd its flowery sod,
That chain less hearts might worsh ip God !'

We trust we need not point out the tendency of what has been
extracted. It is not onl y good, but of the best . It is poetry
speaking throug h the lips of puri ty ; it is the voice of the heart
holding commune with the soul.

Our limits and our time prohibit our doing more , th an to
make a few remarks on a subject which seems to us to require
them . We hav e frequentl y heard the compositions of Mrs. He-
mans disparag ingly spoken of, on account of their imputed same-
ness—c They are so like one another!' Now this appears to us
the quintesse nce of unjust fastid iousness. What is called man -
ner ism, we take to be one of the stron gest evidences of self-
depende nt power. The pr oducti ons of any mind , in as far as they
are or iginal , must bear the stam p of that part icular mind , and , by
that communit y of character , resem ble each other. Look at any
two picture s of Claude or of Gaspar ; compare any two plays of
Shaks peare , or cantos of Spenser ,—do they not bear the mark s
of their common paternit y, and , in consequenc e, a str ong charac -
ter of mutual resemblance ? This would be manneri sm in others ;
but it is not manner ism in them . Let us be just ;—for this is mere
injus tice. A writer , who d raws his resources from himsel f, must ,
of necessity, impress a common character upon his writin gs.
M rs. Hemans has written much from hersel f ; an d, by so doing,
has incu rre d a char ge in which she may j ustl y glory. We have
seen an d known man y imbecile imitators , who conceived that
the y evinced the greater ori ginalit y of genius , in proportio n as
their productions differed the more fro m each othe r. We do not
buy their work s, and let us not borrow their language. Felicia
He man s is not a mannerist , because she writes from her own ob-
servatio ns and feelings. JLe t not that be a charg e against the
gifted living, which is a beaut y and a power in the glorious dead.
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Summer is gone—winter is come. Which is the most enjoyable
of the seasons ? is a common question. Unimpressi ble by the
beauty p{ any must he be who feels not that it is in the state
which He receives each that its power of pleasure lies. The kind
of mind , and the state of mind, make sprin g of December , or of
highest summer, winter. Autumn , the destro yer, has swept into
eternity man y a blossom both of flower and heart : its rich suns
have set on the wrecks which its gales had made ; and its ripe
harvest moon has lighted much both of anima te and inanimate
nature to * the bourne from whence no traveller returns. ' But
those setting suns and waning moons may also have been the
signal for many a hope 's sprin g, over which the howling blasts of
the external world' s wilderness pass unheeded , havin g no power
but to say or sing c soul take thy rest. ' And 'tis a fit time for the
body, too, to take its rest in winter. Those curtai ns, with their
heavy falling folds of purp le drapery, whose gracef ul lines erst
harmonized so lovelily with the young, bloomin g gree n of drooping
acac ias, and the scarlet bells of the pendant fucia, the lad y of the
flowers , and by the mora l effect of the entire satisfaction they
gave to the sense of form and colour , showed forth the utilit y of
beau ty,—now revers ing the order , make us glory in the beau ty
of utility , as, drawn closely to exclude the breath of evening, fold
upon fold, they meet the downy carpet.

Yet would we rather be without bre ad than with out flowers
in the dreariest days of old December weather. Now that
Cassiopeia , bri ght and beautifu l, has taken herself away, chair
and all ; and Bootes, out doing the seven-leaguers of our re-
doubtabl e friend Jack the Giant Killer , has str ode towar ds
some other planet ; and the Snake , with its eyes of light , has
' tra iled its slow length along, ' and vanished in * the dim obscure ;*
and were the sky ever so clear , and the stars ever so bright , with
their wake ful prying eyes, it is too cold to stay to look at them ;
have we not laurestinus , white and pure as snow, but not as cold ;
and holly, with its blood-re d drops and crown of thorns like the
occasion it commemorates ; and the passion -flower with its
exhausted colour and exaggerated form , fit emblem of its name ;
and chrysanthemum , star -like, with the addition of fragrance ,
and with its shadows (which it is a pity stars have not—-only the
mora l is good, that light has no shadow) moving fanta stical ly over
the rose-tinted wall, as the fitful gleams of our beloved firelight
shoot up and fall as good as summer lightnings or northern meteors ?
Fir elight! We would match firelight against twilight for any
number of pleasan t sensat ions* We never could perceive the
supereminent charm of English twilight; it has always seemed to
us but another name for darkne ss, and that not € aiding intellectual
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light:' besides that it implies both cold and dampness, two things
the most opposed to our notions of enjoyment.
lake that of the ancient magi is the worship we pay to the

bright element* in return for the content which it gives to our
senses, and the faculties which it unlocks in our souls. It is
climate and companion too—increasing ten fold the charm of the
society of those we love, the only kind of society worthy the
name.

It is sweet in the still night-air c to discourse eloquent music'
under that deep everlasting roof ; and the noblest of earth's emo-
tions fill the soul to overflowing in the silent presence of the infi-
nite sea. But these, ' like angels' visits, few and far between,' are
scattered sparingly over life's way ; while every day in every
winter month may bring the pleasures of friendship and the heart's
home.

Talk of suicide in November ! they must be fit for nothing else
who can; be moved thereto by bad weather. Much more natural
would it be to leave the world when it is too beautiful to be en-
dured. In the bad there is something to resist—and resistance is
the principle of life, say the learned. One may imagine some
suicidal impulse in spring time, if it were but in impatience of the
Mephistophelean mockery of so much beauty and life, and enjoy-
ment and hope.

All the enjoyments of winter are of the kind which can the most
easily be brought within the compass of the individual will. If
they are in their nature less spiritual than those of spring and
autumn, they admit of being made the most perfect of their kind.
A thousand checks of custom or conven ience may and do arise to
prevent our having, in the right mood and with the right society,
the breath of morning, newly alighted on a heaven-kissing hill ;
whence, in the devout stillness of the blue and dewy air, we might
look down on ' the kingdoms of the world and the glory thereof;'
intense admiration of * the world,' which c is all before us,' making
it hard to bear that it is not for us * to choose where.' But in winter
the eye is ' satisfied with seeing and the ear with hearing,' when
for the one there is a bright fire , and for the other a voice we
love.

All objects take the impress of the mind which receives
them ; and if ' tout devient sentiment dans un coeur sensible,'
jnot less does all become vulgarized by a merely external eye.
No more than the flower constitutes fragrance without the cor-
responding sense, does the un stored mind or frigid heart constitute
a sentient being : he whom no < spirits teach in breeze-born melo-
dies/ would perchance find such breezes but * an il l wind that
blows nobody good'—-

* The better vision will not come unsou ght,
Though to the worshi pper 'tis ever nigh/

, After the night, the day-r-^and after winter sprin g comes again,
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with its bubbling sounds and spa rkli ng, odorous air, its beamy
skies and rap id life ; and not the less do we enjoy it that we have
made the most of its surl y predecessor. Happ iness is the true
transmuter for which science has always sought in vain -—the fuser
of circumst ances , the IthurieP s spear—- ' exalting the valleys, mat
ing low the hills, and the rough places plain/ of the journey of life :
it alone can produce the miracle of • figs on thorns and grapes Oa
brambles :' it is the golden sun which gilds all , * the blue sky
bendin g over all .'

Spri ngtime and flowers ! each day br ings forth a new class in
it 's pro gress toward s perfection. e Stars of the fields , the hills, the
groves !' Who loves not flowers ? Be he who he may, he loves
not friend or mistres s, his species nor his countr y ; nay, tru ly loves
hot himself, for all these are included in self. As to the more
grace fu l sex, they may see in flowers types of their own nature ,
often emblems of their own fate .

Flowers are utilitarians in the lar gest sense . Their very life is
supporte d by administer ing to the life of others—producers and
distributors , but consumers only of what , unuse d, would be noxi-
ous. Ornaments in happ iness, compan ions in solitude , soothin g
' the unrest of the soul/ Hear what says the classic Roland —
* La vue d' une fleur caresse mon imag ination , et flatte mes sens a.
une point inexprimable ; elle reveille , avec volupte' le sentiment
de mon existence. Sous le tran quil abri du toit paternel , je tois
heure use des enfance avec des fleurs et des livres ; dan s l'etroite
enceinte d' une prison , au milieu des fers imposes par la tyrannie
la plus revoltante , j 'oublie 1'injustice des hommes, leurs sottises,
et mes maux , avec des livre s, et des fleurs . ' As impossible as to
find two human countenances alike in all their features and ex-
pr essions, is it to discover duplicate fl owers. Who shall say how
muc h of consciousne ss they may be endued with ? It will not
be hastil y decided that they are witho ut it, by any who has watched
and tende d them ; who has seen in the morning their whole form
ben d towards light and the cheerfu l sun ; who knows at even-
ing to give the long deep drau ght of the element they love, and
has seen the delicat e fibres fill, an d the colours br ighten , and the
sta lks expan d , an d the leaves rise , and , by one consent , do obei-
sance like the sheaves of the Syrian boy's dream . And those which
here we speak of are but the favourites of civilization , which , like
their human prototypes , by their too abundant training , lose in
strength what they gain in richness , which , after all , is but a
bad exchange for the graces of nature and freedom . It is to those
which l dwell in fields and lead ambro sial lives' that we must look
for the perfection of the ir beaut y. ' Nor use can tire , nor custom
sta le their infinite variety - 1

And when Sprin g's dancing hours have paved her path , they
usher in the statel y splendour of volup tuous summer —gorgeous in
beauty like an Eastern queen . Gray 's notion of felicity was to lie
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On a sofa and read new novels :—our sofa should be the blooming
tur f, and our book the untirin g novel of earth , sea, and sky; while
summer airs, heavy with fra grance , float languidl y by, mingled
*keen knowled ges of deep embo wered eld' with high pres ages of
happy future days. ' Oh , it is pleasant , with a heart at ease,' to
revel in the beauty of lurid-eye d summer , while every motion ,
odou r, beam , and tone ,

* With that deep music is in unison ,
Which is a soul within the soul 1*

Sprin g promises , summer per forms , an d then comes autu mn,
weavin g together flowers and fruits like the garland of an Ipsar iote
girl . Its ' gree n old age' soon changes to decay , an d a grav e
beneath * the moist rich smell of the rotting leaves :' an d so the
year dies. Peace to its manes ! Its life and its death are too
closely united for us to perceive the part ing; and of its seasons ,
* each hidin g some delight/ we would say and feel ' how happy
could I be with either!'

THE SPIRIT OF LOVE.

A loving spirit is the key to bliss ,
To beaut y and to knowled ge, and whate 'er

Is good and glorious in a world like this ;
"Tis the best fruit the tree of life doth bear :
Its sweetness onl y can assuage despair !

Envy and hate and all affect ions base
It overcomes ,—and grief and cankering care

It puts to flight , e'en as the sunbeams chase
The mists and clouds away, to sparkle in their place !

It mingles with Omni potenc e—it bri ngs
H eav'n down to earth , and maketh man to go

Before the pres ence of the € King of Kings '
In light , in glory that sur passeth show :
Ha ppy the bosom that maintains the glow

Of love, that holds God 's spirit for a guest !
Thri ce happy he who strives to bu ild below

A home of peace—a n ark of hol y rest,
Who bears , where 'er he goes, a heav 'u within his breast .
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ORTHODOXY AND UNBELIEF,
[Continu ed from p. 789.]

At p. 61 we begin to approach the grand question , viz.—« As
Jesus stood in sympath y with the Jews,'—(we have seen with
what limitation to take th is assertion)— * to what degree could
the impressive eloquence of his pre aching raise the ir religious
affections, and how would this reli gious excitement act on their
judgment and imagination ?' In other words , what mixture of
delusion may there have been in the Gospel witnesses , J esus not
excepted ? Let the author state his own ideas on the subject :—

4 In the view which I take of the question , Jesus was an individual
of an eminentl y devotional spirit toward s God ; pure and holy in his
thoug hts and feelings ; compassionating the sinful state of his fellow-
men ; full of loving kindnes s and charity toward s them , and animated
with an ardent desire to mak e them better. To crown these qualiti es,
and give them their fullest effect, he possessed also a powerful spirit of
eloquence ;—I say, that his eloquenc e, sancti ty, and devotional fervour ,
combined with the nature of his doctrines , natura lly reached the inward
hearts of his hearers , stru ck their consciences with fear and remorse ,, and
excited their minds to a high degr ee of enthu siasm , the eff ect of which
was the extraordinary cure of many diseases,—a p ersuasion in the
multitudes, and in himself, that this was owing to the power of his
wor d, and his consequent successful assu mption and exercise of such
miraculous powers.9

The aut hor adds , * Nothing in the Evangelists contradicts this
view of the case.' Yet he has undertak en to prov e that they
were part ly deluded and part ly fraudulen t in their capacity of
narrato rs ! Deluded , it now appears , in giving an account of the
matter that does not contra dict his own ;—fraudulent in coun-
tenanc ing the human origin of the Gospel !—so that from a
syllogistic ar ray of corresponde nces, delusions , and frauds , the
Gospel comes out true at last. There must be a slip of the pen
here . The author must be aware , that he is controvert ing the
Evangelists all the time. To that which they describe as having
originated in mira cles, he ascribes a human origin ;—they only
contra dict his view so far.

How, then , does he suppo rt his theory ? By an imaginar y
descri pt ion of our Lord 's style of eloquence, which I will not
dispute , though it be pure ly fanciful ,—by pres sing an orthodo x
alterna t ive, to which I have before allud ed (p. 9), and then
by bri nging a prof usion of passages from the life of Wesley,
to prov e the power of reli gious excitement . IMow t we have
in the fi rst place no reason for attribu tin g to Jesus that kind
of impassioned and vehement and exciting preaching , which
is add uced as a parallel from Wesley's life. On the contrar y,
the specimens which the New Testament does give of it, exhibit
n very differe nt style, Jt is cajm, dignified , kind, persuasive,
}ropres§ive.



But I would cut the mat ter short , by simply observing , that
the effects ascribed to Ghrist *s preaching did not result in Wesley's
case ; so that if the parallel were exact as to the sty le of preach -
ing* it does not illustrate the effect, which has to be explained .
It is not proved , nor even alleged of Wesley's, or Whitfield' s, or
any othe r Methodist preaching, th at * the effect was the extraor -
dinar y cure of many diseases,—a persuasion in the multitudes and
in hjmselfj that this was owing to the power of his word , and his
consequent successful assum pt ion and exercise of such mira -
culous powers / Wesley never assumed the power of work ing
miracles. It is a paltr y confusin g of the argumen t by the sound
of word s, to quote him as pretending to it,—p. 70. 6 I appeal,'
said Wesley, * to every candid , un prej udiced person , whether we
may not , at this day, discern all those signs (understandin g
the words in a spiritual sknse), to which our Lord re ferred
John 's disciples :—the blind receive their sight !—those who
were blind from their birth , unable to see their own dep lorable
state,, &c.y &c.' And so he proceeds to describe the moral mi-
racles he had per formed on the spiritual ly deaf, the spirituall y
lame, the spiritual lepers ; and this conversion of sinners to God
he expres sly tells us is ' what we mean by talkin g of the extraor-
dinar y work of God .'

Two instance s are , indeed , given of c excessive mental excite-
ment throwin g people into convulsions ,' wh ich Wesley styles
' instan ces of divine power , ' and the author correctl y describes
as exhibitin g a ¦* state of spir itua l d run kenness,' (p. 77.) But
the author allows (p. 78), ' that no bod ily parox ysms were pro-
duced upon the multitudes who liste ned to Jesus ,' an d answers
the supposed object ion , by saying that no fi ts or convu lsions were
produced by Whitfield' s preachin g, t ill he prea ched amon g those
who had heard Wesley, and yet ' Whitfield prea ched the same
doctrine as the Wesleys, and addressed himsel f with equal or
greate r vehemence to the passions , and with more theat rical
effect. * If this has any mean ing, it is, that our Sav iour 's
.preachin g may have been powerfu l, thou gh it did not th row people
mto convulsions ,—a position which could easily be established
.positively inste ad of negativel y ;—it is, however , here by virtuall y
admitted *hat there is no point of compariso n between the effect
of our Lord 's pre aching in produc ing extra ordi nar y cures supposed
to be miracles , and the effect of Wesley 's or Whitfield ' s. Wh y,
then , all the lo&d of quotations fro m Southe y *s life of Wesley,
'irrele vant as they are to the question ?

!But we natu rall y look for the author 's more particul ar expla-
nat ion of the Gospel miracles individuall y.  Vague general state -
ments may be easily made, and not so easily rebutted ; but when
particular exp lanations are offered for parti cular incident s alleged
to Vje miraculous , the ar gument is more tang ible . The book
before riie does go into particulars , but very * superficial ly. The
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writ er maintains (p. 86), * that all the miracles attributed to Jesus
are severall y resolvable , either , first , into real though exaggerated
cures, and a delusive persuasion , both on his own part, an d that
of the surroundin g eye-witnesses , that the ext raordinar y effects
produ ced on bod y and mind by str ong religious belief and ve*
nerat ion were actu al man ifestations of divine agency ; or se-
condl y, into imposture on the part of the pretende d pat ient $
or third ly, into subsequent , popular , or apostolical invention .*
Then follows a classified list of the miracles attributed to
Chri st :—

Real Delusion and Exaggeration ,
Cure of whole multitudes Matt. iv. 12—25
Cure of a leper viii. 1— 4
Sick of the pa lsy Matt. ix. 1— 8
Fever —- viii. 14—1 5
Dropsical man Luke xiv. 2— 4
Oadarene devils Mark v. 1—20
Unclean devil s Luke iv. 33—44
Daughter of Can aan itish woman. . Matt. xv. 21—28
Infirm woman Luk e xiii. 10—17
Withere d hand , Mark iii. 1—12
Centurion 's servant Luke vii. 1—10
Nobleman's son Joh n iv. 43—54
Infirm man at the pool of Bethesda . . . .  v. 1—16*
Issue of blood Matt. ix. 20—22
Widow's son Luke vii. 11—18

Imposture of Pat ient.
The blind see Matt. xx. 29—34
The deaf hear Mark vii. 31—37
The dumb speak Matt. xii. 22—37
Lazarus John xi. 1—46
J airus 's daug hter Matt. ix. 18—26

Popular or Ap ostolical Invention .
Conve rts water into wine John ii. 1—11
Cures ten lepers Luke xvii. 11—19
Miracu lous draug ht of fishes v. 1—11
Calms a temp est . Matt. viii. 24—27
Walks on the sea xiv. 22—33
Feeds five thou sand Joh n vi. 1-^—14 .
Feeds four thou sand Matt. xv. 32—39
Causes a barre n fig tre e to wither — xxii. 17—22
Resurr ection and Ascension —- 

It is not easy to per ceive on what princi ples this classificati on
proceeds , nor has the autho r informed us of them. We have
merely his dictum that this alleged miracle was an insta nce of
mere delusion ,—this of imposture on the par t of the pat ient/ end
that of apostolical fraud. Why, for in&tange , the withere d
hand and the infirm woman should have been considered as
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belonging to the fi rst class, while the blind seeing and the deaf
hearing are thrown into the second,—or why the raising of the
widow's son should belong to a different class from that of Jairus's
daughter,—it is in vain for us to conjecture . Our author deems
the former to have been real , but exaggerated , and not miraculous
cures, and the latter, impostu res practised by the patients. The
th ird class appears to comprehend all that could not possibly be
assigned to either of the others ; and though it is made as small
as could be, by the utmost stretching of the other two, involves
so large an amount of apostolical invention , that is fra ud, as
seems scarcely compatible with the mixture of honesty for which
our author is willing to give them credit.

The first class are those on which he* enlarges most, adducing
copious quotations from Dr. Douglas's c Criterion of Miracles/
and endeavouring to find a parallel to these alleged miracles of
Christ's, in the notable frauds and delusions witnessed at the tomb
of the Abbe Paris.

He has shown his generalship in discussing that class of the
Gospel miracles which are least circumstantially and minutely
detailed, and which consisted in the cure of diseases most
analogous to those alleged to have been cured at the Abbe Paris'
tomb. And after arguing these to have been delusions, he is
better prepared to allege the rest to have been frauds. Now, I
will gran t that, if those miracles, which subsequent enthusiasts or
impostors have endeavoured to rival, were the only kind recorded
in the New Testament, we might doubt the conclusiveness of our
evidence for their reality. But there are others more circum-
stantially recorded in general, and more remote from reasonable
suspicion, which miracle-workers of later days have not at tempted
to rival*, because mental excitement, ' spiritual drun kenness/

M. "

could not avail to produce the required effect, and gross impos-
ture would have been easily detected . We do not fi nd them
pretending to feed multitudes without natural provisions—to con-
vert water into wine—to calm the tempest, to walk on the sea,
or to raise the dead ;—or if they do, it is * not in direct terms,
but in expressions that unambiguously are intended so to be un-
derstood ;' as in a case quoted at p, 103, where the belief of the
credulous is invited, but not that of the inquirer challenged.

I would reverse the order of proceeding adopted by this author
in investigating the Gospel miracles. I would examine first
into those wh icn are most minutely recorded , most fully attested ,
and therefore most susceptible of circumstantial proof, or direct
refutation. If these will not bear investigation, it may scarcely
be worth while to refute those which are mentioned more briefly,
and with less detail ;—if the former are found irrefragable, we
may deem it reasonable to admit the rest, which are stated on
the same authority to have beej i performed at the instance of t)*$

£3% Orthodoxy and Unbelief.



same person for the same object, though the account of them be
less circumstantial and satisfactory in itself.

I shall content myself, therefore, with commenting on the
theory proposed for the two principal miracles assigned to the
second and th ird classes respectively ;—only observing further,
in respect to the firs t class, that if they stood a lone, it would be
necessary to prove more satisfactorily than the writer has done,
the previous existence of that * state of excitement and confident
expectation which can produce the cure, more or less sudden
and complete, of diseases'—p. 87. He has attempted to show
that this excitement of feeling had been called forth towards
Jesus, by his natu ral qualities and his accordance with the pre-
j udices and expectations of the Jews ; but if he has overrated
the personal influence of Jesus, and not correctly represented
him as falling in with the universal expectations concerning the
Messiah ,—if our Lord did , on the contra ry, bitterly disappoint
those hopes by his conduct, and even sometimes, if not often,
discountenance them in express words,—we have then no ade-
quate cause assigned for the origination, or at any rate for the
continuance of the assumed * state of excitement and confident
expectation.5

To imposture on the part of the patie nt9 the alleged resurrection
of Lazarus is ascribed. The sisters are implicated in the im-
posture ;—Jesus (strange to say !) is innocent of it, and is himself
made to suppose that he is working a miracle—the puppet moved
by the hands of Mary and Martha, for the advancement of his
own glory i How to argue with a man who proposes such an
hypothesis, I confess I scarcely know. Can he really know what
human nature is ?—can he recognize the internal marks of truth
in a simple, unadorned tale ?—has he ever heard the accents of
real affection grieving over bereavement, and gently reproaching
the supposed neglect of some one scarcely less loved than the
dead, that he could thus interpret the scene at the grave of
Lazarus ? • The grave,' we are told, ' was a cave, and a stone
lay upon it. When Jesus came, Lazarus had been there four
days : his sisters might visit him at night with food, free him
from his bandages, and allow him to come forth. On Jesus's
near approach, Martha went to meet him, and complaining
that had he been with them, her brother had not died, ex-
pressed her conviction, that eVen now he would be restored to
life if Jesus would ask it of God, &c.'—(p . 111.) Oh, well-dis-
sembling sister ! And Mary, too, whose grief was more over-
powering still ! No wonder it imposed upon the bystanding
Jews, and wrung from them tears of superfluous sympathy ! No
wonder th at Jesus himself was deluded by the well-acted drama ;
and that to the time when John recorded it, the cheat should never
have been suspected by those who had witnessed its enactmen t {
Ths only wonder w, that tbi» pigns $upi!y J*a4 wt telcep the
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pfee&tttiott to make Jestos privy to their pious fr&ud ! He played
his part so well by merest accident. He delayed coming two
days after he had been sent for, and this unaccountable delay
must almost have exhausted the patience of the pretended dead,
and have disposed him to give up the stratagem ; or he might not
have felt persuaded c that power would be given him to recall t6
life the friend whom he loved ; ' and the expected summons,
c Lazarus come forth,' might have been waited for in vain !
Surely he ought to have been admitted to the secret ;—it is a
wonder that his simplicity did not ruin all ! One other matter
of surprise there is connected with the subject,—very soon dis-
missed by our author,—that the priests, who are allowed to have
entertained the bitterest * jealousy and dislike of Jesus,5 could
neve* expose the fra ud. They * possessed,' he says, ' no means
of discovering the fraud , even were they suspicious of i t ;  their
interrogations of the members of the family would be met with
solemn asseverations of the reality of Lazanis's death—of his
present existence they were enabled to judge for themselves.'
Were the ordinary precursors of a young man's death , sickness,
and medical attendance, and friendly inquiry, and the ordinary
ceremonies of laying out and burying,—were all these omitted or
unobserved in this solitary case ? Surely the priests could have
found some occasion for discrediting the truth of Lazarus's
death , if it had not been tolerably notorious. It must have been
beyond doubt, or doubt would have been suggested by those who
wished to discredit it. The truth seems to be, that they were not
even * suspicious of it;' and that, being unable to discredit the
fact of the death or the resuscitation , they had no resource but
to persecute Jesus and Lazarus conjo intly.

Of the miracles ascribed to p op ular and ap ostolical invention,
I shall allude to one only, viz., the resurrection and ascension of
Jesus. With this third class of miracles begins the second part
of the author's theory, in which, after having maintained, as
the first , a mixture of competency and delusion, he alleges a
mixture of fraud with integrity against the Christian apostles
and evangelists. * What I contend,' he says (p. 118), c that
experience allows me to affirm , is this, that St. Matthew and
St. John would not hesitate to publish accounts of miracles
such as these, though they themselves disbelieved them, if they
thought they would contribute to uphold or spread the religion
in which they had really a sincere belief/ There is at least a.
verbal incongruity here, in spite of the author's efforts to disclaim
it. The Testirrection and ascension of Jesus were, in the words
•of Dr. Chalmers, * not only the evidences, but the distinguishing
doctrines t>f the religion ; there is, therefore, in their case, an
absolute inconsistency betwixt a conviction of the truth of the
cause fcftd the consciousness of the Frau ds used it* support of it.
Those frauds , if I fl»y so express myself, constituted the very
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essetiee ef the cause'—(p. 119*) The author proceeds to exa-*miiifc whether these events * were themselves the essence of the
religion ; ' whethe r ' if the apostles did not believe these events,
there was nothing else left them to believe or support. ' Now,
here is a needless confusing of ideas. Because it is averred tha t
the doctrin es of the resurrection and ascensio n are essential to
the Gospel, it does not follow that they are the whole Gospel, and
that there is nothin g else left to believe if thev are disbelieved.
The question is gratuitousl y confused by the tur n here given *Certain it is, that the apostles, in the whole of their preachin g,
did ann ounce the resurre ction xmd ascension of Jesu s as an
essential and mai n point of the reli gion they preached. If they
preached this doctrine , knowin g it to be false, they so far were
guilty, not , as the author says-, of attest ing what they knew to be
false in aid of a religion which they believed to be true , but of
inte rpolatin g a religion which they believed in other respects
true , with a doctrine which they kne w to be false. This is cer-
tainl y adm ittin g a greater degree of fraud into their mixed
characters than the write r before us professes to lay to their
charge ; and the question of their fraud or since rity in the pro -
fession of the essential doctrines they preac hed , has been dis-
cussed over and over again. This new writer is welcome to
resu me it, but let him not take credit for novelty in doing so*
The apostolical imposture , relat ive to the resurre ction and
ascension , he expounds as follows : ' When Jesus en tered Jeru -
salem before the Pass ovet*, the shouts of the people proclaimed
that he was still popular to a high degree * and that they expected
the establish ment of his worldl y kingdom.' As for the apostle s,
* faith in their Master had sunk deep into their hearts ; and
thou gh for a momen t it might waver at a conjuncture so dis-
tressing as. his pub lic execution, would yet again find sufficien t
food and support in the recollection of his character , his mirac les'
(or rather his self-delusion s and the impostures practised on him,
and shared by them ), * his domin ion over the minds of the
people/ One would be enough, and that one was found in
Peter , to concent rate their ener gies again on their pu rpose of
spread ing the belie f that Jesu s should redeem Israel . The history
of Joanna Sottthco te, and that of the Jew , Sabb athai Sevi, are
quoted as proof, that delusion may go on after the most unto-
war d events have thwarted it. f Notwithstan ding the deat h of
Jesufe, Pete r and the other Apostles might remain steadfast in
faifcti that he was the Christ , that lie had ascended to heaven , but
would appea r again after a season to establish his kingdom; and
that it was their paramo unt duty on earth to propagate thi s
belief. And when , with the view of making a deepe r impressio n
upon the minds of the people, they had given out , like the
followers of Sabbathai Sevi, that their Lord had ascende d bodily
into heaven in their sight , thei r words, in like manne r̂  gained
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bfelief, and their sect spread ih all quarters. Nor is^ surprisin g
that the Apostle*s report of sach a mirac le as the bodily ascent of
Jesus into heaven should receive cred it , when we consider the
popu larity of their cause at Jerusalem *—(p. 123.) How many
things doub tful , or mere ly possible, are here assume d as certa in,
to account for the cont inued pro fession and spread of the Gospel !
That the faith of the Apostles would revive after the crucifixio n ,
which , it is allowed , dissipated their fondest hopes for the time ;
and that it would reviv e by recollectin g, amidst the bitterness of
pres ent disappoi ntment , a ser ies of previous frauds , prac tised
upon them or by them in support of these now obviously false
hopes : that Peter , the man of impulses—the zealous and the
wavering —the boaster and the coward , should have been the
cool, consistent , deep-design ing intriguer , who conduct ed the
farce of a pretended resurrect ion, and revived by the Wesley-like
mixture of rel igion and ambition * in his characte r , the zeal and
confidence of the other disciples, are positions founded on anyth ing
but the histor y of fact and the philosophy of human natu re ; and
the alleged f popularit y of the Christian cause at Jerusalem ' must
be taken with some latitude , when we remem ber that the ru ling
powers were in deadl y league against it, and that its popularit y
with the people had arisen from false hopes of empire now damped
at least by the crucifixion. But the revival of popularity on be-
half of the Gospel is accounted for by the pr etended resurrection ;
and a parallel is found in the histor y of Sabbathai Sevi , whose
followers , after his death , * gave out that he was trans ported to
heaven like Enoch and Elijah .' The aut hor labours to show that
the apost les may have pre tended that of Christ , without the cheat
being exposed. I have only two observations to make on his con-
jectural account of the matter. The first is, that by his own
showing , the apostles must have encumbere d themsel ves with
needless difficulties by the imposture , if such it was, considerin g
the easy credulity of the people they had to deal with and the
alread y existing * popularit y * of the Gospel . He supposes * that
Peter— himself continuing to believe th at Jesus was the Messiah ,
an d that though his bod y was crucified , dead , and buried , yet that
his spirit had departed to heaven , and would return again in the
flesh to judge the world—would not hesitate , for the sake of in-
creasi ng the effect of these doctrines , to concert with the other
apostles the pious frau d of reporting that the body of Jesus had
returned to life and ascend ed to heaven in his sight/—(p. 127.)
So Pete r and the other apostles believed the spiritua l resurrect ion
of Christ , and invented the bodil y to increase the effect of the

* 6 Such a mixture of religion and ambi tion existed in the charac ter of John
"VYesl«y> and might equally have combined in that of Peter. '—Note, p. 128. The .
quest ion is, whether it did* and more especially whether there are any signs of its
influencing Peter to the coune ascribed to trim a* the time supposed, vi*., that of
M$ 4#niai and bit Lord'* erwtff alon.
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former doctrine ! To me it appears that they must have cal«*
cuiated ill in adopting such a fraud. Why were they not con-
tent to preach the spiritual resurrection, which they believed
true ? If our author is correct, the deluded, devoted, wonder-
loving Jews in general would piously have taken their assertion
for fact, as the followers of Sabbathai Sevi believed respecting
their leader, who, as far as the quotations go, appears to have
been transported to heaven by the consent of his followers,
without their taking the trouble to secure his body. The
apostles only provoked detection by pretending (if it was only
pretence) that the body of Jesus had risen. If they had been
contented to say what (accord ing to our author) they believed,
* that his spirit was gone to heaven, and would return to the earth,'
their followers might have safely believed, and their enemies could
not have confronted them. To give out a bodily resurrection, if
the event was not real, was to volunteer gratuitous difficulties , not
necessary, according to this author, for filling the gaping credulity
of the Jewish multitude, but certainly exposing them (whatever
he may say to the contrary) to every risk of detection at the
hands of the rulers. My second observation on his theory is,
that if the fraud had been necessary for the reception of the Gos-
pel (which on his theory it was not); it was, by his own showing,
absolutely impracticab le. He asks, and endeavours to answer the
question by a negative, ' whether the apostles would incur any
risk of detection in attempting to execute their plan of joinin g the
doctrine of a bodily resurrection, which they knew to be untrue,
to that of a spiritual one, which they sincerely believed ?*—(p. 128.)
Their scheme to prevent detection by their enemies, the priests*was, he says, of course, to obtain possession of the body, and give
out that it had risen. * During the night ' (of Friday, the day of
the Crucifixion) ' Peter, with any disciples or apostles in whom he
might most trust, might come to the sepulchre, and having dis-
placed the stone from the entrance, by the same human efforts
which had placed it there, might take away the body of Jesus.'—
(p. 129.) This might have been conjectured with something
approach ing to possibility— and therefore have been taken as his-
torica l fact —had it not been before distinctl y allowed by the
writer, that the apostles' faith in their master * might, for a
moment, waver at a conj uncture so distressing as that of his public
execution,' (p. 120,) and if he was not found arguing (not very
conclusively it is true, but no doubt stating his own deliberate
opinion) that the apostles were ignorant of our Lord's prediction
that he should rise from the dead.-—(p. 129.) Now, though the
c momentary 9 distress of the apostles at finding their every hope
extinguished in the death of Jesus, may, perhaps, be thought to
have been over before night, if we question the author's verbal
self-consistency ; yet it will hardly be thought consistent with
human nature to represent the periods of despair, and grief, and
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reviving tru st, and hope, and confidence , and fraudulent schemin g,
as havings been so momentary in their respective durati on, and so
rapid in the ir sequence , as to have allowed the whole plot to
be conceived, matured , and carried into effect during Frida y night ,
that is, with in twelve hours of the crucifixion ! How should the
idea have even presente d itself, when , accordin g to the auth or ,
misinter pre ting Joh n 's declarat ion th at the disciples did not know ,
(i. e., did not understand , the pro phecy) they did not know that
Jesus had declare d he should rise agai n, and ' the inference is that
no such pre diction had been utte red ?* The men were incapable ,
dur ing the few hours from Frida y evening to Satu rda y mornin g,
of entertainin g such a scheme as they are said to have executed .
Peter , uo less than the rest. What is true of all is tr ue of him ;
and it is a mere assum ption on the part of the author (who is
strang ely mistaken in Peter 's characte r when he gives him consum-
mate p rudence as well as zeal), to attribute to this apostle the
devising and conductin g of a scheme so unnatura l to men op-
pre ssed with consternation at Christ 's death , and ignorant of any
expectation having been entertained by him of rising again.

The author must have forgotten his own theory of the stealin g
of the bod y on Friday night , when he goes on to discred it, with
no little special pleading , the account of the stationin g of a
watch at the sepulchre on the Saturda y (*th e next day that fol-
lowed the day of the preparation :' Matt , xxvik 62). He might
have saved himself this trouble had he been self-consistent. He
goes on to argue that th is part of the histor y is an * addition ' of
Matthew 's; but th at if the watch was set, it might consist not of
Roman soldiers , but of * a Jewish civic guard ,' who might sleep
on duty without fear of consequences , and that durin g their sleep
the disci ples might steal the bod y, which they had stolen once the
night before . This he thinks the more likely, as so respectable
a set of pers ons as the chief priests 'wou ld endeav ou r to meet the re-
port of the apost les, concernin g the bodil y resurre ction of their Lord ,
by a counter repo rt calculated to gain credit , not by such a one as
should startle belie f by its improbabilit y.'—(p. 131.) One impro-
bability there is still in the report , even if the guard s be allowed
to have been a Jewish civic force,—which they were not , any
more than the soldiers u nder the centurion at the cru cifixion ; and
even if it be allowed that they slept on guard , and could escape
pun ishment without the inter vention of the priests ' pleading with
the governor ; this improbabilit y still remains , that the apostles
should have been able to calcula te on their sleep ing and on the
exact time of night when their sleep would be soundest . With all
Peter 's energy, prudence , an d cunn ing, to direct his own actions ,
he could not control other persons. He might have happened to
come to the sepulch re at th$ right time, but he might have come
too aoon or too late , and been apprehended , or he might have
awaked the sleeping guards by the noise of removin g the stone
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and the body. Here are many mights against one ; and on the
computation of chances, the trick of a pretend ed bodily resurr ec-
tion is not likely to be the true solution ,

I forbear to make any more remarks tha n ha.ve heen inciden -
tally offered on the supp osed union of fraud and sincerit y in the
apostle s and evangelists. I have endeav oured to show the fallacy
of the aut hor 's argu ments. It matters little in fact whethe r those
arguments go to pro ve a greater or a less degree of what is styled
pious frau d, if they were indeed valid . Christianity would be
pr oved to be no revel ation , whatever salvo might be made as to
the partial integrit y and virtue of the part ies to the fraud . But ,
I repeat , the auth or of the book before us has , in fact , ascri bed ,
by his theo ry , a far grea ter amount of falsehood and impostu re to
the pri ncipal persons in the Gospel histor y, than he seems to have
designed or to be aware of. In main p oints the question is, as
older wr iters have represented it, whet her the writers or actors were
competent and honest , or not. In main p oints th is author has
impeached both the ir competency and yet more their honest y,
while he speaks of them, notwithstand ing, in ter ms of general re-
spect. He has shown , in effect, by endeavourin g to maintain the
contra ry, that there is no middle point between the admission of
a revelation, and the designating of the gospel histor y as a tissue
of enthusias m, delusion , fraud , and religious ambition , in the per-
sons of Jesus and his apostles.

We are naturall y curious to ask wh at system of belief and prac-
tice the author before us (who , thoug h an onymous , gives every
proof we could expect of devatedness to the interests of moralit y)
has adopted as his own ? He has given very briefl y his own
theo ry of morals (see Pref. p. xi.) :— • Ther e exists in the heart of
man an underived and inexterminab le pr inciple—the princi ple of
mora lity—the sympath y and disinterested desire for others ' good
—" the cautio us feeling for another 's pain ,"—together with the
sanction s of approbation and love to those whose conduc t is
guided by these feelings ; of indi gnatio n again st the man of blood
and violence, the oppressor , the unjust , the hard-hear ted , and the
selfish. ' Whatever may be thou ght of the aut hor 's theolog ical
argumen ts, he can not, if this be a specimen , rank high as a stu-p
dent in mental or moral science. The « underive d and inextermi -
nable princi ple ' may in many , if not in most , instances trace Us
derivation with tolerable accura cy to distinct causes ;—and it has
in not a few instances been, if not exter minated , at least suppressed
and perverted. So much for the app eal to instinc tive and inhe-
rent pr inc iples of human nat ur p. * The existence of these moral
feelings,' the writer goes on to say, ' is alto gether ind ependent of
a belief in the sanctions of fu tu re punishm ent and reward , held
out by revelation , formin g part of the ori gina l const itut ion of the
human mind. When what is called revealed reli gion shall be
banish ed for ever, an enlightened and extensive benevolence shall
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have sway upon earth , and be the founta in of all happ iness/ And
then he explains that by * what is called revealed religion ' he
mean s orthodoxy. We would wish every such unbeliever as this
writer, who derived his first princi ples of belief and practice from
Christian friends , an d reta ins a sincere love of virtue , to ask him-
self whether his mora l feelings are * altogether independen t ' of
revealed religion as the ir ori ginal foundation. Man y a one, who
speculativel y rej ects Christianity , because Christians have en-
cumbered it with absurd and impious doctr ines , still retains his
love of Christian morals , and , in his pious regard to the reli gion
of nature , thinks he has learn t fro m thence more than nature ever
tau ght , except to Christianized minds. We rejoice that it is so.
We claim every such unbeliever as a practical illustratio n of the
excellence of Christian morals - We are onl y jealous for J esus,
that his Gospel should receive the honour due. We would see
it glorified by the intellect and the profession of those whose hea rts
it does guide . Its being so depends, human ly speakin g, on t he
zeal and manliness of Unitarians in the pro fession and diffusion
of their views of Christianity. Seriousl y and solemnl y do we feel,
that a great responsibilit y rests upon the professors of Unitarian
Christianit y in an age of restless intellectual activit y, to rescue the
religion of Jesus from the difficulties and perp lexities heaped upon
it by its pro fessors on the one hand , and on the other to defend it
from the attacks to which it is thereb y exposed fro m its enemies.
What other class of Christians can effectuall y re but the reason ing
of unbelievers ? Who else can heartil y promote the spread of
intelli gence an d re flect ion in every department of knowledge, and
not tre mble for the effect of their own doings on the receptio n of what
they deem Christian truth ? Who else can fearlessl y say, Religion
courts investi gation at the hands of the philosopher ; its ev idences
invite amp lest discussion ; its doctrines and its precepts challenge
the admiration of the learned , the reasonin g, and the good ?
Others repr esent the Gospel as demandin g implicit assen t to thin gs
incredible . They would exem pt reli gion alone from that scrut iny
of active intelli gence , which is applied to every other subject with
the best effect , and which , when applied to the princi ples of reli-
gion now generall y received among Christians of all denominations
except one (and th at not a lar ge one) , must inevita bly lead to the
increasin g rejection of revealed rel igion , un less those who believe
the Gospel to be a reasonable faith , will , not only by the open
avowal of their opinions, but with earnest zeal for their advocacy
and general diffusion , promptl y and effectuall y inter pose between
the sceptic and the sceptic-maker *

Edward Higginson .
Hull.
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WHIG GOVERNMENT .
i v . . .

There ar e three kinds of rule—Tory government . Whig govern -
ment , and Self-govern ment—of which we hope the firs t may be
regarded as the past , and the third as the future , of the political
condition of the people of Great Britain . The second we all
know to be the present ; and the question of its merits or deme-
rits, and of its claims on public gratitude , having been raised by
its admirers , perha ps even by its members , we are disposed to
make them the subject of a calm and temperate , thou gh brie f
examination. Two ministerial manifestoes ha ve been recentl y put
forth : one a pamphlet under the title at the head of this arti cle ;
the other , a paper on the Working and Prospects of the Reform,
in the Edinburg h Review,—the latter is commonl y ascribe d to no
feebler a pen than th at of the Lord Chancellor. It lacks some-
what of his accustomed ener gy ; for its tone is as remark able
for querulousness , as is that of the pam phlet for boastfulness.
Both are evidentl y designed to influence the now rapidly-ap-
proachin g elections.

The present admi nistration has been, from the fi rst , in a dif-
ficult position , and should be cautiousl y and kindl y judged. The
difficulties w ith which it has had to contend , and the benefits it
has con fer red upon the country, ought never to be forgotte n.
Nor have they been disre garded. The peo ple's support was ever
read y for their stru ggles,—the people's confidence for their pro -
mises,—and the people's gratitude for their success. Still it is
certain that they are not regarded altogeth er with such feelings,
as might have been antici pated for the autho rs of a great re form
in the representative system. They seem aware of this , and dis-
posed to complain of susp icion, impatience , ingratitude , and want
of confidence . But such comp laints are seldom mad e except by
those who have committed errors which reflect blame on them -
selves. To gain the people's love is at least one of the fi rst ob-
jects of an enlightened government. Not to possess it , is a
failure ; and thoug h it may be said that the failure is only limited
and part ial , yet is it no unfriendl y task , nor shall it be attempted
in aa unfriendl y sp irit , to point out the causes to which it may
not unreasonably be ascribed.

The most operative of these is, no doubt, to be found in the
complicated machinery and imperfect work ing of the Keform r>ill,
so far as it has yet been acted upon, in the formation of a new
constituency. They who expect gratitude for the bestowment of
a great good upon a communit y ought not , in common prudence ,
to clog it with appenda ges which inflict trouble , vexation , and
disappointment upon many thousands of the most active portion
of the people.

Th  ̂ Reform BUI was understood to confer the suffra ge on 10/,
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householders . Few persons , even of those most interested , exa-
mined 'minute ly into its details : some of those who did , and fore-
saw what would happen , were afra id of hazar di ng the measure ,
pefrha ps any measure, by the exposure . The fran chise on a 10$.
k yed r house Wats broadl y stated as its princi ple and oh th is  ̂ the
Ibn g parliamentar y disctissions fchiefly turned . What * then , Wat s
the astonishment and irritation of multitude s itfhfen they found
that, because they had not paid their rates , (whifch ih fliany cases
had nbt been applied for in the usual manner) , or because they
fc>aid rates th rou gh their landlord in the form df additional rent ,
ne contractin g ivith the parish ; or, because th&y had i*emdred
Within the twelvemonth : or because their namfes werfc wrong ly
'sjfeH In the collector 's book ; or for some other such reas on , they
•#fere st ruck off the roll of citizensh ip, and sent back , by the Bill
tof theif* idolat ry, id the place from when ce they came l Is not
this eriou gh to irritate tjedple,, especial ly when they must lose
'tihie from their own concerns , and see barristers paid fihd rri the
•pub lic purse , just to accom plish their excision with due form ality P
The wHtetf iii the Edinburg h Review selects Edinburg h as a spe-
cimen for the purpose of his ar gument , He cdritends that the
1-fefsult shdws how well the Bill works. And what is his Own
account of the matter ? Why, that in a populat ion df 140,000,
¦* between 0OOO and 7000 will have votes/ Now, the ntt rtib er of
Bouses in Edinbur gh rated at 101. and Upward s, is 9382. H ere,
fchfeh , are about 3000 qualifications lost : ari d this , be it observed ,
1k not an ficfcidental or voluntar y non-usat ge of the right , such
is cotitinuall y 43fcctfrs eVen at warrn ly-contested elections , but it
is the absdlil te pf-ivation dt the ri ght. A small deduction rh tist
ve tndd ^ fbir ferhale hdu seholders ; but With this exception , the
tiUiri Ber disappointed is nearl y hal f as numerous as that which is
j ^ratififed. A third of the self-supposed constituency is subjected
tb an anti ci pator y disfrdhchisetnerit. Will they not grumble ,
feveh though Lord Chancellors and Lord Advocates tell them to
tfe grateful ? There ar e probabl y few large towns ih which the
'pr oporti on of disqualified expectants is not quite as large , or
lar ger, than in the case chosen by this writer. At Leeds , we see
th at 2550 are disqualified out of 6700 ; at Liverpool , between
4000 and 5000 out of 14,000 ; at Manchester , 5913 out of
12,700, or near ly one hal f. In some of the metropo litan bcrdug hs
%hb proportion is yet lar ger ; and here the suffra ge wafc peculiarl y
kn object df defeire . The Tower Hamlets hav e 23,000 quttlif y irig
ten^teent ^ 

and 
only 11^000 qualified inhabitants df theni . The

iiofi-pdhterits have it. In ihe counties thk workin g of the Bill Is still
iWltse. J Mkny of the did freehdlders , hktu ^any Enough, supposed
tfiat th eit- previx3uis iri jgllt femainfed Untou ched : they fitid thenis ^lves
'fikfraftc hi^^ d tit non-tt gist ratltin: The objection s^steiti hak )b^h
parried on to a most vexatious extent ; and very rfiflfeltJhi hatfe
Wferi the decisions of the barr isters rn differen t counts. lit sdme
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division ŝ  tHfe ten ants -at-will, so stran gely let in by the govern -
ment * seem likely to swamp the rfeal proprietar y* Under all
these circumstances , and just on the eve of an election , with all
the old evil agencies of influence and intimidation at work , is it
stran ge that peop le should not be hymning their matin and
evening song of thanks to Whi g government ? The strangeness
is, that state smen—men of reflection and foresi ght—should have
expected less disconten t with them than there actually is. W hen
they announ ced their Bill, it was hailed with a burst pf enthu >
siasm. They supped full of gratitude ; it seemed, even to satiet y.
On this they , no doubt , calculated ; they had kept their secret
well, so . as to produce an electrical effect ; and they should also
have calculat ed on the partial revulsion which must ensue from
all the deduct ions and restricti ons, and an noyances , which they
havib seen fit to embarrass their measure with. Why they have
so embarassed it—w hy.they could not establ ish the princi ple (of
the 101. franchise) in all its simplicity aud entirenes s-^-it is hard to
Say. They could not mean to 6 keep the word of prottiise to the
eai*, but break it to the hope.' The except ions neither disarmed
hostilit y nor conciliated support . I f  their intention was to create
a constituenc y which should be numerica lly about two-thi rds of
the* appare ntf y qualified householders , thin king such a con6t l*
tuettc y better than a more num erous one, they certai nly did not
takb a direct or manl y course for the accomplishment of that
purpose . Nor can anythin g savour more of capr ice or chance -
work , than the way in which they have left the distinctio n to be
arr ived at between voters and non -voters . Unaw ar e of the disen-
franchisin g tendenc y of the details of the Bill, they wdre riot.
Their attention at an earl y period wais drawn to the fact, which
•was clearl y stated in petitions , and which would have been the
subject of much popular discussion , but for the uncertainty in
Which the fate of the whole measure was involved . If they
inerfely meartt incidental ly to make the Reform Bill an instru -
ment for screwing up the collection of the taxes , they disgraced
trie auth orshi p of a great and glor ious measure , by the alloy of a
rfiotive most unwort hy, mean , and pitiful. Any way , thfey cbtn-
Ifiitted a great faul t, and one which could not but detr act , as soon
as its coiiseqliences began to be felt, and that not undese rvedl y,
from the pebble 's gratitude and the ir own popularity.

In the long and ard dous conflict by which Reform was carried ,
it was to be expected that some pract ical errors would bfe erjfrr -
mifted . flut there were errors not exactly of the * kind W hifch
might have been e&pgcted , and which have proved alt additltfhai
Sdiirce of the State of feelhig of which they rioW complain * t'hfcy
Have appeared rather to patronize the people thaii hett rtii y to
coalesce with them , making common cause , and advanc ing it by
fy mmp n eff orts. They wGuid do something fot  the pebp l^ btit
Mot Wltb jrf by thb pfettole. Tlifcir cl&ita of ebnfld ehc* wtw fittfct
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unmeasured . Wh ile to the opposition they showed a WbeaiS-
ance and admitted of delays, such as no govern ment before
ever showed .or conceded , when , it had determined on car rying a
measure , all , suggestions from the friends of th at measu re, either
for, the impro vement of its details , or the acceleration of its adop -r
lion, were kept bac k and put down as a peri lous inte r ference.
The threat of dange r to; the Bill , if its imperfectio ns were
amende d or its progress stimulated , was the silencing answe r to
every expostula tion. ; Scarcely a change was . ad mitted but on
.Tory suggestion. They did all in their power to diminish the
force of the only ar gument which could really impress the minds
of bar oughmongers, viz . That the people were evident ly, and at
all risks, determined upon Reform . They endeavoured , as much
as possible, to supp ress those , popular demonstrations , an appeal
to wh ich , constituted their most convincing logic. Their uniform
langu age to the peop le was, / Trust everything to us, the Bill is
safe, the . Bill shall ., bet car ried .' And yet what became of this
boast in May last ? The Bill was virtuall y defeated ; the cre ation
of peers was re fused ; an d, so far as depended upon them , all was
lost : we canno t add ,, 

( save honour ,' un less by assumin g, which
we dp. assume, that in some qua rter or other , they had been
Received ,. What powe r had they then to redeem the confidence
which they had so proudl y challen ged ? If they had possessed
the. royal authori ty for a crea tion of peers , do they stand acquitted
Jor haying dallied wit h the opportunity til l it was lost ? if they
.never possessed jthat , aut horit y, can .their language to the countr y
he j ustified ? It avails not to tell us now, that the Bill was actual ly
earne d without ; the long delay, the imminent . peril , both to the
cause pf Re form and to ;the public peace ; the confused and ex-
cised state in which the countr y was kept , to the detriment of so
in an y interests ; and ,the , jnode by which the submission of the
peejrs was ultimatel y secured; —these were sur ely greater evils than
.any which could have been produced by an extension of the peer-
age ; an , extens ion which , after all, nius t tg.ke place , if liberal
pnpciple.s are to preva il , and Whi g government to be mate riall y
.distinguished fyom /Tor y government. Much remains to be cleared
,up of they histo ry of tfyat time . But . it seems scarcel y possible to
avoid the inference , t hat the pro spect of an efficient Reform was
put to hazard from tender ness to ari stocratical exclusiveness.

, And *yhat saved both the ministry and the Bill at that fearfu l
.cris is ? , I t is bad taste now to sneer at those who c thou ght of
j jebej ling* for the Bill. Not niore absurd is th^e affectation of
Louis Philippe, in. tre at ing the revolution of J y ly, 1830, as simply
a, .change of dypa sty, than is that of the ministerial pamphleteer,

, who qnly refe rs to the great national mpvement , in May last, as
vtjie: bafflin g of a }Tbvy intri gue. If the Whigs would have that
well understood ami received , which they have done for 0}e

, p^ftple,, Wt it fa shpwp ^ft^they appr eciateVwhftt tjie peppjt e dj^d
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lor them. They "were restored to power, not * by the difficulty 'of
formin g another administration , but by the far more tre mendous
difficult y which any Tory administration would have had in
governin g the countr y ; by the unquestionable symptoms of an
approachin g nation al convu lsion. Their pledges were * redeemed
f or them by the p eople. And they must not wonder that it did.
hot please man y who felt and knew this ,, that the essential aid
which had been rendere d them should be repudiated , slighted, arid
scorned , an d. t hose political associations made the object of de-
precat ion/ sarcasm , arid th reat , without which it is scarcel y pos-
sible, either that a Re form Act or a Whi g ministry should how
have been in existence. What thoug h Lord Althor p arid Lord
John Ru ssell had been teazed by the Tories for their corre-
sponden ce with Mr. Attwood , was it for Earl Grey to imitate the
insolence of the Ddke of Wel lington , and refuse to recognize a
Political Union,—was it for him so to convey by implication a cen-
sure on the loyalty of the Duke of Sussex ? Fift y years ago Charle s
Gre y and J ohn Towell Rutt were fellow-labourers in the cause of
Reform, as members of the Society of the • Friends of the People.*
They are amongs t the very few surviving originators of political
assoc iat ion for procur ing Parliamentary Reform . Las t May they
Were fellow-laboure rs too, in that same cause.—-the one in a dis-
missed and prostrate ministry ; the other amongst the people, by
whose exert ions, and by the apprehension of whose fu rthe r pro ^
ceedings, that ministry was raised and reinsta ted . When the
victory was accomplished , Mr. Rutt was the chairman of the fi rst
public meeting held , we believe , in this country , to congratulate
Earl Grey on his resto ration to office ; and did it become Earl
Grey to re fuse to receive Joh n Towell Rutt on such an occasion,
simply because his presidency was over a meeting convened by a
Political Union ? Will all the allowance that can be made for the
hau teur of his personal characte r , for the prej udiced of his order >
'or for the proverbial want of tac t of his party , excuse this be-
haviour to one who belongs to a higher nobi lity th an his, an d a
inbre enduring aristocracy ? We mention th is insta nce becau se
it shows the spirit of many others . It is only a specimen
Of Whi g gratitude toward s reformin g zeal ; If a Pr emier will kick
the faces of those who are bearing him back to office on thei r
shoulders , he should not exclaim of their wan t on gratitude . The
Political Unions have , in their present form , at least , dotie their
work ; and a good Work too. They were no broke n reed when
the pressure was heavy on them. From first to last there were
Comparativel y few points on which they did not yield an efficien t
popula r support to the administ ration. And had that gratitud e
fcnd confidence been secured, which might and should have been
secured, their useful continu ance or peaceful dissolution would
have been of easy accomplishment , „
-• The conduc t of governme nt iri relat ion to the taxes oil know*
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ledger maA the remains of Lor d Oastlereag h's Sijc Acts, wj*ic|v;be)at
so heavil y upon the press , has tended very mttah to slwnaf a t) iQ
affections of many .warm and disinterested * fr iends of popul ar in*«
atr uctioQ. The continuance of these nefari ous laws and imposts *Ought not to have been, endured for a single month afte r the*
power of their repeal was in the possession of honest and eniigh.t*
ened men. The tard y j ustice is coming, but it comes ungracefu lly
after almost every candidate has been obliged to pledge himself to
that repeal in order to obtai n a chan ce of success. The promise *em cathedra, in the * Edinbur gh Review ,' is somewhat pf an etc*
p o st-facto concession . The concludin g question and answec
should have been made by Lord Althorp when he opposed Mr. L^Bulwer's motion against this hate ful tax : * What shall be put in
its place, supposing the revenue insufficien t , and a substit ute ne-
cessar y ?—Any other. ' Even that would have been soon enough
for gratitu de. We have had , instea d, the anomaly of a Stamp -
Office Inquis ition , protectin g some publications and oppressing
Others in the most arbitrar y manner ; the venders of one cheap
publication imprisoned by hundreds , while another was breaking
the law almost weekly, in the name of the Lord Chancello r and
half the members , of the administrati on. Very glad shall we be tQ
receive the boon ; but the delay and objections* untili ts bestow?
ment by Parlia ment, with or witho ut ministerial help, became cer^
tain , was an additional blunder and a very great one.

We can not now go into detail on the subject of retrenchment*Much has been done , for which let all due praise be award ed*
Man y people thou ght that more might have been done , and a
pr emature pause in well-doing not unnaturally checks, if it do
not reverse , the feeling with which well-doing is regarded . After
what passed last Session it is rather an equivocal plaim Qu ap~
plause that ' ar rangements are even now in p rogress for ,  a furt h er
reduction in the estimates of the ensuin g year * to th& qntQunt of
one million and a ha lf . ' Better nexfc year th an never ; but why
not before ?

The author of ' Whig Government ,' who has arr anged bis
remarks unde r the heads of ' Peac e, Par liamentary Reform , and
Retrenc hment / boast s rathe r prematu rely of the redemption q{
the first of these pledges. Should extende d or continued hopti |tr
ties be the result of our present armed interference between Hq1~
hind and Belgium ) it will have : been very mal-adroi tly managed
to be quiet when inter position would have ,been sur e of exciUDg
the grati tude of all the liberal s in Europe , and active when the
very mention of the Belgian question had long begun to excite a
nau sea in the public ; What can be thoug ht ot a war (should
that unhapp ily be the result ) thus commenced , aftei? the apa th y
Which abando ned Poland to its fate d We cannot read th^ fol-
lowing apology without inexpr essible disgust : < However iW?h.
jkhis fflelanchol y catastrop he might be deplored, stiU it became a
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dat y, pot J ess painful than necessary , to repress all roman ^w? of
ipdignaut feelings pit the subje ct, for the sake of the one grand
obj ect q[ our diplomacy, the maintenance of peace in central
Euro pe. No treaty ,  no obligation * no encouragement , ever y#t
fye ld f e r tf h to the Poles, bound us to interfere between Mussia and
her victim.9 We deny the hear tless quibble. This country was
a party tq the arr angements of the far -famed Congress of Vienna
in J L815. We have always held ourselves bound by those arrange *^
merits. From respect to them , we have expended our publ ic
treasur e in liquida ting the Rqsso-Dutch loan when the condition
of our respo nsibility, the continued unio n of Holland and Bel-
glum , had ceased to exis t, an d been terminated quit e indeper **
dentl y of our inte r ference. No treat y bound kus, nothing but our
adh esion to the spiri t of the Vienna settlemen t, to become, as we
virt uall y did , the paymasters of the Russian campai gn against
Polislv freedom. The natio nali ty of Poland ,, her Connexion with
the Russian crown by a constitution , was determined upon at
Vienna * The tr eaty of the th ree states , which had part itioned
Poland , for carry ing that deter mination into effect was framed
at the instigation of England . His spirited inte rferen ce on that
occasion was one of the few redeeming deeds of Lord Castlere agh*
On the Dutch question it is said that the p revious ministry had
issued * the firs t and directing protocol ,* and that Lord Grey was
boun d to follow it up. But surel y it was not more imperat ive ta
imitate a Wellington blunder than a Gastlereag h virtu e ? ' Ro~
mant ic,' indeed ! Wh y, all ^noble sentiment and public spirit ta
rom ant ic in some men 's estimation. Those who make it a duty
to suppr ess romantic feeling are not likely to be tro ubled wita
them. Without undertaking to rid the world of all the monste rs
that infest it ^ there yet must assured ly be public cr imes so atro- *
cious that free and civilized nations owe it to the human ra ce to
say tha t they shall not be committe d with impunity. We could
have said so; we could , wi thout going to war , have interposed so
as to cleans© ourse lves of guilty acqu iescence in the unparalleled
cri mes which have been enacted ; and they might , probabl y, have
bee n prevented. Putt ing all humani ty and ju stice out of tho
question, f*uch conduct would have better served ' the one grand
object pf our diplomacy. ' The stand made by the Polish patr iots
was pro bab ly the preservation , for a time, of the peace of Europe ;
The Cossacks are now a step nearer to the Rhine * The flood of
blood has washed down one ba rrier * And it were much to hopei
that Loird Dur ham's mission of instru ction has converted ; the
Emper or Nicholas into a complacent spectator of Europ ean im^
provern ent , should the marc h of that impr ovement not be arrested
|?y other despots. ;

Tp return home, and that witho ut a word on the excited and
disappointed expectat ions of I reland , the prep arations f6r- the
ensuing elections , have been by no means wisely made .by the
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Whigs. They have endeavoured to make everything turn on th&
comparatively ambiguous distinction of ministerial and anti-minis-
terial, instead of the infinitely mdre important difference of re-
former and conservative. Some of their most devoted adherents
affirm that in getting the Reform Bill the people have got enough.
As if the erection of the machine was everything, and the produc-
tion of the man ufacture nothing. In many cases their friends are
in conflict with reformers of the highest ability and principle.
The requirement of pledges from candidates has been abused and
fidicule^i in the absurdest manner ; with success we allow, for such
bewilderment has been created that few people seem to know what
a pledge means. They have a vague notion of its being some-
thing like a pair of handcuffs. Some follies took this form, as
folly takes all forms ; but generally the proposers of pledges have
only intended that a candidate should commit himself, as a man
of honour, to do his best to carry into effect certain great princi-
ples, on which they had made up their minds, and expected their
would-be representative to have made up his mind. With some
men certainly this might not be necessary ; with none has it been
proposed to be made a substitute for the requisite knowledge,
ability, and character. Seldom (and then indefensibly) has it
related to matters requiring, as to the princi ple, any further in-
quiry or deliberation : and why honest legislators should object
to, and repudiate, as an insult , the having their hands strengthened
for good by the decl aration of the public mind and will on such
topics as economical reform, j udicial reform , freedom and fre-
quency of election , slavery, national education , and one or two
others of similar importance, we cannot imagine. The confidence
reposed-in them is still large enough for any moderate lover of
responsibility. In our opinion , they most deserv e the people's
confidence who tel l them to have confidence in themselves.

The name of W hig has long ceased to be the exciting cause
of agreeable and gratefu l recollections. It were as well for it now
to sink into oblivion. L-et the last Whig ministry approve itself
the fi rst reforming ministry ; let it cease to thin k so much of
conciliating Tory opinion , and so little of alienating Radical
attachment ; let it beware of the temporizing policy which may
humble it before a faction , and yet not rally the people round it ;
let it fearlessly lay the axe to the root of corruption and misgo-
vernment ; let it aim consistently, and avow itself plainly, in all
things to consult the greatest good of the greatest number ; let
the recollection of its own mistakes be balanced against any sup-
posed deficiency in the people's gratitude ; and let it bestow the
best benefit it can upon the people, by enabling them and encou-
raging them to benefit themselves : let them do this,—and it is
yet perfectly and easily within their grasp,—and history has no
glory like that with which its futufls pages will surround their
.names ; ' • .• , r. t . . i . .
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CRI TICAL NOTICE S.
Tales and Conversations. By Emil y Coope r, London , 1832.

Price 3j .
We can safely recommend this little book for a Christmas or birth-day
prese nt to young* persons , No friend need be afr aid of putting - it into
their hands. It is character ized by sound jud gment , ra re common
sense, a cal m and sweet tem per, patie nt assiduit y to convey instruc-
tion, and a pure and ben ignant spirit. It is just th e book that , were it
alive, would make a most trustworth y, unfailin g;, and excellent gover-
ness. It contains nine compositions , of different class es, and ada pted
to inter est different ages . Thei r titles are Maria n ; Genius and Industr y ;
Alexander the Great ; the Legacy ; the Green Lan e ; a Cou ntry Visit ;
Queen Marga re t, a drama ; an Apologue ; and Wood ford. With some
slight differe nce of meri t in th eir execution—thoug h but little , for Miss
Cooper 's style is unambitious , and she accomplishes what she propo ses
to herself—there is an uniformity of excellence in thei r tendenc y. We
extract the commencement of " Alexander the Great " -to show that
together with the qualities which may insp ire parents with confidence
in her writings , the author has also the facul ty of so enterin g int o the
minds of children , th ei r modes of th ought and reflection , as to create in
them that interest which is essential to their improvement :—

' " Let us read the History of Alexander the Great , mamma; I like
to read about grea t men ," said H ector O'Brien.

• " Grea t does not alwa ys mean good ," said Hector 's sister , Emma.
' " A great many peop le are good , onl y a few are great ," said

Hector. " Gre at , sure ly, means good in the superlative degree."
* " By no. means," said Emma ; " th ose* persons who have been

called grea t were often very wicked people : do you remembe r the last
line of one of Gray 's odes, which my father read to us ?

" Beneath the good how far , but ? far above the great "
4 i C  I do not understand tha t ," sa id H ector.
' " What do you mean by great ?" said Hector 's littl e brother John :

" do you mean great , large , like the Irish giant ? I am sure , if you
do, there is no good ness in that." .

' " No, nonse nse, no !" said Hector : " A lexander the Great was
not a giant ; he was rather short , I believe. "

* '* Well/* said John , " one day I went with my father to try to find
out a Mr. Clark , and we asked at several cott age s where Mr. Clark
lived , and many peop le said , * Do you mean the great Mr. Clark , Sir V
but my father said • No: ' and I asked my father what they meant by
the great Mr. Clark ; and he said they meant a gentleman who lived
in a great house , and had a lar ge farm , and that these people cal led
him great because he had a large estate ; but my father did not seem
to care about him at all. So I suppose Alexander the Great had a
great pal ace and a great king dom , like Mr. Clark 's great farm ."

< «• Very much like Mr. Clark 's great farm , indeed , John !1' replied
Hector smiling. *c No, I do not think any one would have called
Alexander great , just for havin g a grea t kingdom : it was because he



made a small kingdom, which his father left him, great , through hia
own bravery, and by his great talents.*'

' " How did he make his little -kin^dpm largq ?" said John.
' " By conquering the neighbouring' countries by means of his large

army," said his sister ; *' wherever Alexander went, he shed torre,tits
of blood , till the people submitted and cal led him king. "

* " Then I do not like him at all/* said ^Tohn : " he was very wicked
indeed ; he should have been called Alexander the Cruel."

t i< war is a cruel business, certainl y," said Hector ; '* but I suppose
Alexander was not worse than other heroes, as they are called.1'

' " I do not care about heroes," said John ; " I think good people
are those who do good, and the best people, those who constantl y try
to do good, and who are never ill-natured ; and as for those whose
Jives have been spent in making* others unhappy, you may call them
great if you will , but then , I say, great means bad.' 9

' " I quite agree with you , John ," said Emma.
* Mrs. O'Brien took down a book, and gave it to Hector, say ing,

" Do you and John read this, cool ly and quietly ;  I think you will rind
something to admire in Alexander : in his youth there was a promise of
excellence, and he pursued, with the greatest zeal, what he thoug ht the
path to glory. You remember, Hector, what you have read, in the
History of Greece* of the cruel wars between the Persians and the
Greeks, man y years before the time of Alexander, in which the Greeks
showed the greatest bravery in defending their wives and childre n , and
homes. The consequence of these destructive invasions was, that the
Greeks hated the Persians ; and Alexander was educated in the belief
that great talents are displayed to most advantage in war, and that
conquest is glorious, even if unprovoked. Do you remember the fable
of the wolf and the lamb, in which the wolf is represented as accusing
the poor lamb of troubling the waters at which he drinks, and then of
slandering his reputation ^ 

and when the lamb proves his innocence,
the wolf says, ' then it was your f ather or your gran dfather who did it ;*
and devours the poor animal on th at pretence ? The reasoning of con-
querors, in the ti me of Alexander, was not better than that of the wolf.
Now go and read , and when you come to any thing which you like or
dislike particularl y, come and tell me."

4 The two boys withdrew to a recess, while Mrs. O'Brien and Emma
continued at work.

* " You see, John ," exclaimed Hector, " Alexander was fond of
reading when he was young ; and when the ambassadors from Persia
saw him in his father's court, they observed that Jie asked the m no
foolish questions about things of no consequence, but sensible questions
about the government and state of Persia ; so that the ambassadors
said among themselves, ' our young prince, Artaxerxes, ip rich y but
Alexander is great. * And I like him for this, very much ,—that though
he was so fond of everything which was elegant or usefu l, he despise4
those who spent all their time in lj ttle tricks which are of no use. It i*
said , a man once exhibited his sldll at the court in thrpwing peas
th rough the eye of a kind of large needle, and what do you think
Alexander gave him as a reward ?— 'a basket of pea s.9'

'* <* I like that," said John ; "go silly a game 4id not deserve a better
present. "' —j)$>. 71— 75. '
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And so the tal e goes op, anecdote afte r anecdote, wel l selected
from the history of Alexand er* and interming led with the commentari es,
in quiries , and ejaouiatio ns of the chihlre n, and the explanations of thei r
mot her.

Cr4tkal JSToiicest~-Jbyric Leaves, 8$%

Corn elius Webbe has so much of the spiri t of song" in him as to make
us regret that after havin g* produced , in earl y life , the verses here pub -
lished , his atte ntion should have been ' forced from poetry by dis-
cou ra gements / which have probabl y deprived us of much better com-
positions. Too many there are whose attention to poe t ry continues to
mature years and old age, who write and pu blish much worse. Man y
of , the lyrics ought to be popular , especiall y the Weaver 's Wi fe, the
Miller 's Treat , and the Yeoman 's Song*. We quote the last -named :—

THE YEOMAN' S SONG.
* When maddening tempests lash the land ,

And rush along the sea,
The poorest hut on Eng land 's strand

A pleasant home must be !—-
Whil st li ghtnings fro m the heavens leap,

And mariners grow pa le?
I sleep, as round the wild winds sweep,

And find del ight
By day and night

Within my native vale.
4 The seaman he may careless sing

When kindl y seas are 'roun d,
But not like me when laug hs the Spring

And verdure clothes the ground.
The cuckoo 's call from hill to hill

Brings more good cheer to me
Than voice of sea-winds whistling shr ill,

Or roar ing seas
Lash 'd by the breez e ;—*-

The lar k my minstrel be!
* A shi p it is a nob le thing

When beating down the waves ,
Or battling for our island king

With forei gn foes and slaves I—
The humble cot is noble , too,

That shelters honest men,
To love, and home, an d country true ,

Who f or the rig ht ,
Would bravel y fight

And what is wrong disd ain !—
* T^he Oak that shade and shelter lends

'To England's, cotta ge-floors, . .
Is dear ,to me as that which sends

Her thunder from her shores !—•

Lyric Leaves. By Cornelius Webbe. London , Griffith s, 1832.



Mine, mine be'sflfli the rural life, * > ' • > ' ¦' » ¦ -¦

The shore and nldt the sea ;-—
But should mde War -r^H here his strife,

My hard y hand * ¦•
Shal l guard liter laird,

And stri ke where strike the Free !'—pp. 29, 30,
, As a specimen of the sonnets, we select the following two :—

NATURE.
' Nature hath sights arid sounds should never tire !-̂

Such is the hum of honey~sated bee ; *
The various Voice of birds , who hireless choir
Their mellow songs to the jourig* seasons three ;
The stir of waters vast ,—whether they be
Of ocean , lake, or river ; the fields' attire ;
The rustling: corn ripen in <r on hill and lea ;
The sun enthroned u pon his car of fire ;
The golden sunlight on the silver sea ;
The day that dies like widow on the pyre
Where burns her bright-haired lord ; the sweet respire
Of incense-waft ing flow ers ; the moon, when she
Walks pale and lonely as sad Niobe ,*
With all God formed .for man, but man will not admire.' p. 130.

A WISH.
* When I am dead, and in that narrow house

Where all must dwell , and none who lodge there leave,
I would not have the few who love me grieve •
Above my earth ; nor flatter death with shows
Which mock at life ; nor scatter the- sweet rose
O'er foul decay ; nor wish a friend to weave
A funeral wreath :—but if some dark yew boughs
Bend there, and weep their dews at dusk of eve,
And on a prostrate and time-trampled stone
My name be writ (which Fame hath never known)
With shadow of a fi nger in the sun,
That it may fade like, that forgotten one
Who bore i t to no end,—I shall be blest, ,
And take what here was most denied me—rest.'—p 136.

The Bible Sp elling Book. Parts I. and IK
The Bible Lesson Book. Parts t and IIV
Sadoc and Miriani. A Je wish Tale. .
Original F amily  Sermons. Part I. Nov. 1832

Th ese work s are all * publishe d under the direction of the Committee
of General Literature and Educ at ion, appointed by the Society for
Promoting Christian K nowled ge/ We heartil y welcome their appear-
ance, at least that of the

^ 
two Former. Tne tal e and the sermons have

little in them that can annoy or please, 4o good otf hrirm , to any body.
But the Bible Spelling Books , and Bible Lesson Books (the two parts

B62 Critical Nb ^W^Ljjric Leaves.
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Critical\'-Iî Mbe$.'-y '8^(̂ k̂ t*:î \ $$$
pf each at*<? {separate publications ) ar e so well done , so well got up, atid
so dfceap, that we are right glad at the supply thus put within the
reach of Sunday schools. The idea of .putting; forth a spelling-boo H
4 every word and sentence, of which is: taken from the Holy Scri ptures /
is, to be sure , rat her a comical way of endeavourin g * to provide for a
regular course of Christian educa tion ,' a,nd looks rather as if Fun ,
Hypocrisy, and Dulnes s had been sittin g J n committ ee together at
Bartlett 's Buildings. , SMH , there is no harm in it ? beyond a li ttl e trifl ing
inconvenience , and a few unintel ligibilities. The Bible Xessons are
abri dged fro m the Scri pture , but simply by omission—the original lan r
guage being always presery -ed. . Each part sells for fourpence ; and all
are liberaVl y adorned with wood-cuts , of which the subjects are gene-
ral l y well chosen. We thank the Society for this real service to the
poor childre n of Gre at Brita in.

Selections froth the Old Testament ; or, the Religion, Morality* and
Poet ry of the Hebrew Scriptures , arranged under Heads. By
Sarah Austin.

The Bible (by which we mean the books of the Old Testament) de-
serves to be held in high esteem. It is a treasu ry of history , poetr y,
devotion , and morality. There we have history of tfye greatest
value—-the history of the creation of the world — which , to say the leas t,
is inco mparabl y superi or , to all the cosmogonies of the heathen s ;—the
histor y of the earliest periods of 4the human famil y—to be found no-
w here else, yet essential to a ri ght understanding of the progress of the
species ;-—the history of the deluge , which the latest conclusions of
science ver ify, and which the myth ologies of all ancient nati ons recognize ,
but which neither science nor mythology can equa l in all that make s a
history valuable ;—the history of ancient Egypt— a picture , it is tr ue,
indist inct in its colours , yet traced in those bold and expressive lines
that lead on the imag inatio n to the lar gest and grandest conceptions ;—
the hist ory of God 's special pro videnc e in the care of his chosen people ;
—the history of a deliverance as wonderful in its pro gress es benefi cial
in its results ; the histor y of a peop le^ barbar ous at first, yet subse-
quentl y civilized beyond the standa rd of surrou nding nati ons—b y insti-
tut ions , some of which are worthy even of the imit ation of these latt er
days ;—the history of Mede , Bab ylonian and Persian :—in a word , the
history of patrio ts unsur passed,—of elevations and depressio ns in the
scale 6f society unequal led ; the history of the greatest self-denial , the
most ent ire devoteme nt ,—of high-minded gene ros i ty,—of all the virt ues
to imitate ,-^-rpf' all the vices to avoid , accompanied throu ghout , and in
each case, with blame or approval , with blessing or cursing , issuing
from that authority, which is so hi gh that non e can compete with it ,
and so powerfu l, that all its decrees are sure of being executed .

Is poetry , of sery ice to mank ind ? Does it qui cken , rouse , and sus-
tain the generous passions of the s6ul ? Does it nerve the warri or's
arm ? Does , it inflame the patriot's soul ? Does it sooth the dis-
tressed—cons ple the bereav ed—uphold the dying ? Does it give
strength to virtue , and make vice as odiou& as it is baneful ? May it
feed the flame of devotion, and raise the soul on the wings of thou ght
f rpm earth to Heaven ?—Xfyen is the Bible deserving of high esteem.
For there is poetr y unparalleled—str ains. ; which successive a^es Uay^

.,—«•



to be a,general and permanent benefit to society, and their introduction a tem-
porary and limited evil,' have knot those unfortunat e person s who hav e been
broug ht up to trades , which are affected by new machinery, claims on society
for suitable support , without being treated as paupers?—it would be but fair
that a certain proportio n of such persons Were pensioned until they had
adjus ted themselves, or during life, as is ofte n the case with persons in office
when new arrang ements take place. I conceive persons have often had the
plea of vested right admitted , who had not "so just a claim on the country as
the Nott ingham net-weavers and the hand-loom weavers of Manches ter.

With respect to the poor-laws , much may be said for and against , but to
Ireland I think they would be a benefit , and might be recommended erf these
pleas. Tha t a great portio n of the people of Ireland depend for their sub-
sistence on a produce which is not like corn that allows of being st ored , and
the abu ndance of on^ year comes in aid of a year of scarcity, but it is always
consumed within the year ; consequentl y, Ireland must be more subject to
scarcity and famin e than this count ry. Had they poor-la ws, the poor could not
then be driven from the place of their nativ ity to perish in ditche s and cellars ,
on men of great landed estates introducing new systems of agriculture among
them *—That poor-law s would oblige men of pro per ty to engage in public
works in their own defence, and be the best absentee tax.—That it- must
rai se the standard of living among them generall y, I think .—That it would
accustom all orders to the use of law , as poor-laws would introduce new
rights and new duties.
fc. There has been , if we jud ge from the conduct and reasonin g of the Duke
of Newcastle, a lost truth : he said a man had a right to do as he pleased
with his own. In that he mistook right for power : right we have not, nor
can have , to influence men's consciences ; and the man that turns out a
tenant for giving a conscientious vote must answer at a higher tribunal than
himself. There hav e been honourabl e exceptions to such conduct ;—men
who seem not to hav e lost sight of the duty of doing to others as they would
wish othe rs to do unto them. There is, I believe , the Earl of Northampton ,
Lord Brid port , a Mr. Hallet , and Rev. Mr. Ha llet, and the Mar guis of
Tavistock. Would not a general vote of congratulation from the Unions be
becoming to men who act the ingenuous part of telling their tenants they do
not wish to tamper with their consciences ? You know our religion com-
mands us to be temperate , and the virtue is general ly incu lcated from the
pulpit; yet , by benevolent persons coming forward for the specific purpose
of urg ing t hat v irtu e, as the Temperance Societies have done , mi ghty effect s
have been produced . Now, as the bane of election is intimidation and cor-
ruption , why not give persons in the same way an opportunit y of bear -
ing thei r testimon y against those evils, and I think they would not be few,
which might be done by signing a public paper to this effect :—

' Depre cat ing, we hope in common wit h a grea t pro por tion of all ran ks, all
sects, and all partie s in this country, the evil that is produced in society, by
intimida tion and corruption , we thin k it right individuall y to bear testimony
against such practices , by signing the following declaration :—

When the country would know that no candidates could well be their
friends if they refused to sign such a declarat ion, it would place them, in a
most awkward dilemma, as the questi on would be continuall y asked them if
they were declarationi8ti u " C. W.

• We, the undersi gned , inhabitants of the , understanding that
unjustifi able mean s have frequentl y been resorted to, to influence electors in
the disposal of their votes for candidates for t heir representation in Parlia-
ment , do make this declaration —That we acknow ledge the obligation of the
C hristi an dvity of doing to others tis we would have others do unto us; conr
sequently disavow the right , though we may have the power , to control any
man's vote contrary to his conscientious conviction ; and we do furth er de-
clare , if there be any religion, or moral distinction ; between the person that
bribe s and the person that receives the bribe , the corrupter appears to us
the most crimina l/ .. .. . .

%56. . Correspondence.




