
Mr. JOHN SOWTER.

I 
REMEMBER this gentleman when
I was a school-boy, but had no

acquaintance with him till I went to
live with Mr. Gil ling, at Newton Ab-
bot. I can give no account of his
parentage, or the place of his birth ;
all I know is, that he served an appren-
ticeship in London to the late Sir
George Mertin's father, who was a
jeweller ; that he afterwards married
Mr. Mertin's daughter ; that by some
means or other lie was at the Court of
Sweden, in some capacity, in the time
of Charles XI., and conversed often
with the Queen and our then embas-
sador Dr. Robinson ; that after his
return he settled in a place called
Mitcham, m Surrey, where he had a
line house and garden, and lived in
great splendour ; and that at length he
came down to Ashburton, on a pro-
spect of getting an estate out of a tin
mine, where he laid out a house and
garden suitable to hi3 own taste, in
which he continued till he died. I re-
member to have seen him more than
once at my father's while I was a boy
at school ; but I had never an acquain-
tance with him, as before observed, till
I lived at Newton, where he was used
to visit, Mr. Gilling's brother of Harp,
ford , having married his own sister,
1 can give no account haw from a
comm on acquaintance we became so
extremely intimate, and I have often
wondered how such an intimacy should
subsist so long, between two personsso vastly different in their ages as wewere ; for I always conversed with himas freel y as I could have done with one1 had known, or been bred with, all mylite, and I never perceived that he at-iected that superiority, which age gene-rally claims/ but was as conversable.
communicative, easy and pleasant as acompanion need be. His greatest foi-D*e, with regard to his acquaintance,was a natural captiousoess, wMch,uponumes made him very troublesome. I
t« JT U\Kad no &***& ̂  the world*o wuom he gave njbt, sooner or later,

some taste of this part of his temper.
What makes this the inore remarkable,
is, that he always fell out about trifles,
and would write long expostuiatory
letters, and full of resentment, about a
thing which, a wise man would forget
in an hour. I remember he fell out
with me about his writing to London
for some hedge-yews to plant my gar-
den, and because I made some reply
to his letter, he sent me word that he
would never receive any more letters
from me. And thus he would use
every body in their turn, and for a little
while be very troublesome, but by
taking no notice of him he would
recover his temper, and renew his
correspondence as if nothing had
happened. He was likewise subject to
very violent and sudden starts of pas-
siori, which generally broke upon his
domestics or dependants, from whom
he would never bear a remonstrance,
much less any act of contradiction, or
which in the least tended to the dimi-
nution of his authority. He had a
faculty of affecting to be esteemed
something more than he really was,
and I fancy it was this principle which
put him on writing a treatise, which
he entitled, " The Way to be Wise and
Wealthy," and of dedicating it to Chief
Justice King, who, I suppose, never
read the one, or ever took any aotice
of the other. He loved to be known
or taken notice of by gentlemen above
him, and it was really diverting to ob-
serve what arts he would use some-
times to put himself in the way of a
compliment or an invitation , and how
elated he would be if the project took.
And these were the principal inftrmi-
ties I could ever observe in him -y a#d I
am satisfied they were born with him,
and not bred by the troubles he Had in
his family, though they were conside-
rable. 1 hough his wife was of a srao4
family, aud brought him a good for-
tune, yet she was not an agreeable
companion, for she was sulleij , reserve**!
and covetous, and he has c^en ccijn-
plained of it to me; but ha always
behaved to her decently. He haeUture?)
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sons -wplr ®qfg * <ia*igkte  ̂ Tfofc eJNfcs*
so* (^ipko,. £ thin k* was kit fcHe Excise
before he came to Devonshire ) thought
pr Qper tp marry Ms mothe r's maid,
which gave him great disturbance . His
second so», MaFtin , ke get mto the
post-office &t As&buston, wkere  ̂Us kep t
an inn ; but. lie was a rake , and killed
himself soon. His third son, Christ o-
pher, was his tta rfing, and bred at Ox-
ford, and intended for the gown, but
he unfortuna te*}* died before he took
orde rs, emd thus all hopes conceived of
him perished . His only- daughte r was
bre d like a lacjy : she sung charm ingly,
Hved kmg in Londo n, and was ex-
tremely poHte and agreeably, and ju st
a§ he was in hopes of settling her to
his liking, she took it into her head
one morn ing early to get out of her
chajnber vyindow, with as man y of her
clothes as she could gefr together , and
ran away with one Tapper, a worst ed-
comber of the town , and married him :
antj thu g he wa$, disappointed in all his
childre n, more or less, but his eldest
son, who succeeded his brother m the
post-office, turne d, out- a very sober ,
car e,ftil m&n, was reconciled ta his
fathe r, and there was always a good
understa nding between then * to the
yery last. As for his daug hter , he
woufr l n^ver see her, or give her any
assistance , thou gh she had several chil-
dren , and was driven to some extre-
mities. He enjoyed a fortune sufficient
to support his independence , and he
lived in. a house of his own building,
m*d laid out a garden in his own parti-
cular taste adfioijiing to it, both which
he enjoyed with as mucfc content and
good* humour , as any I ever met with .
Kfe entertai ned hfe friend * with grea t
heartiness , an& you might discover in
hfo way of living, an air of gra ndeu r
mixed with a kind of fru gali ty which
seemed somewhat incompati ble. He
never conversed with any of the to wn ,
nor visited or kept company, and he
has often told me he avoided seeing
even the town, itself a» much as pos-
sible, and for- that reason turned the
front - or his house (juitoe- from it?. H^
had no taste foe $ay <?euntiy diver sions,
euQ^a© huftti iigv shootin g, fishing &c.
Hfe prilici ^al amusement was in his
gardeh, for which h§ had a turn and
ifcfrte bej rj HKt auy  ̂

ever convers ed1 w*fchr.
itefcj tredŵslks, views* and pai^erre ^Avp|»k
of'frfo own jjjycnjibf * anxl ray ifrg; ont^'ixe
dfelJghted io, even- to enthusiasm , and

how tfee&e diff^*J £*<>** a}L Qttters, oiay
easily foe, $em by W& mm ^ao:de& in
Ashburton , or mine in Plymouth . He
ba4 also a very high ta§te bx pointings
pad engravings , the truth of whicb is
evident from that collection which he
ma.de, especially of the latte r* which I
think shews his judgment to be equal
to his curio sity. Hs was very enter-
tainin g about these thiflg#s,. and was
furnisned with many stories and ac-
counts of some great maste rs . He
had also an acquaintance with many of
the moderns , especial ly with the fa-
mous Mr. JWial l, the Swede, whom he
was at nr $fc the principa l means of
bring ing over to England. All his fa-
mily pieces wer § draw n by him, ami
are now extan t, thou gh set up to no
advanta ge, and very badly kept * He
was a very entertaining companion ; for
haying been well acquain ted, with the
Court of Sweden , and afterwards withCourt of Sweden, and afterw ^rds with
those of James the Second* and Kuig
WilKa rn and Queen Mary, he had
abundance of stories, which he toM
with great mirth and hun iour. He
loved a cheerfii l glass, in which he was
usuall y very regular , unless he hap-
pened where the company and pun ch
(for that was his beloved liquor) pleased
him , and then he had' but littl e govern -
ment of himself. He was so fond of
it , that nothin g could prevent ing taking
it at the usual hour in the evening.
He was once at our house of a Sunday ,
when his hour of dri nking punch and
my father 's hour of repeatin g a serm on
and going to prayer in the family hap-
pened to be the samq ; he dra nk and
smoked on very comfortab ly as my
father was reading, but when it came
to prayers he did vouchsafe to drop
the pipe, which, with hfe glass, he re-
sumed with great relish as soon as he
got up fro m his knees, and went on as
if nothin g had interrupte d him. He
did not trouble hina self mucft about
religion. He thought it was a kind of
science, which had l^een garbled: and
cooked up l*y a set of men for interest,
and all he cured to say about it was,
that he believed as much as; ever he
could fbr - ltfs life. He always behaved
decentl y to the Establ ishmen t, but he
would neveu go tQ Church ; on at Sunday
I6reno pnx because , fee sai& when they
tj^adi made an end tfaey; ibega» ag^>
wjiiei* is the. c#s  ̂when Ijie ̂ otDiwtiniow
service is read1 ; «n* thfe very ff>ucl1
ot«*nded him. He had a J fodd ta«te tbr
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books* and knew 1«jw to eatertaia luux-
self witK them> but this was Hot often.
He kept up some show of religion in
his fairly* for prayers were read always
on Stftfd aysr and sometimes on other
days. When he found hunsetf declin-
ing, he wrote of it to his friends && a
piece of news, and without expressing
the least emotion or concern . I re-
member he wrote to Mr/ Giliing, that
he thought he should never «ee Newton
more, for nothin g seemed to delight
him , and he was going thfc way of all
flesh. I went to s^e him soon after
this account* and found him strangely
alte red ami broken . He took me with
him into his garden , and then told me
he could not live long, and was satisfied
with that share of life and pleasure
which he had enjoyed ; but he said he
was not assured of another state of
existence after the presen t $ and the
thoug ht of falling into no existence
was dreadfu l* He added , with his
usual vehemence , that he would con->
fcentedl y be drawn asunder that mo-
ment, with wild horses , could he be
assured of such a state . In this un-
certainty I left him , and I never heard
that he ever mentioned the least hin t
of it to any other person , or that he
betraye d the least fear or uneasiness to
the hour of his death concernin g it.
On the contrar y, he retained and shew-
ed his natural temper to the last mo*
ment ; for when his own sister came to
see him, he was so exasperated , because
she did not come sooner , tha t he col*
lected his whole strength to chide her
for her unkindnes s, and thou gh lie was
in his agony* and scarce able to speak *he shewed all the mark s of resentment *and soon after died without a stru ggle
or a groan ?

Mr. BENJAM IN SMITHURS T,

He was born in London * where his
father and mother lived, and was
brought down to Saltash when he was
about four year s of age. The reason
of the ir coming dowft was on Account
of the great plague, which raged in the
reign of Charles II. They set up
some busi ness in the said town* artd
then his father was m&de kn officer of
excise, an4 in the tiftws of Jtim es II.
became $l supervisor $ but lite was sbon
tur ned eutj, beeauste lie reftfs&d to sub-
Scribe a private list which hie cbUefctot
produce  ̂ by which &e wad tto ackn&w *

ledge that th£ &i**g feed  ̂ |w»yer i±£
dlispetisiag with-the; ifiWs. tHe followed
hw trade till King William wfes settle d
on the throne * whefi he wm restored
to the employment which h& bad #e
hoaouraW y (quitted . After thi$ he
removed his family to Ljau& gesfam,
wher e he set u& selling books aiwl mil-
linery wares , intendii ^g <as appeared
afterwards ) the first jbfonehfor . -hi& son,
and the other for his <Jau |fhter&. Ax >
cording lyi, youttg ^ Ben was eeftt to Lon-
don, as soon as he was of a proper
age, where his fathe r bound hi!n an
apprentice to a person who was not
only a regular bookseller , but who
likewise understood the art of book-
binding, so that he was qualified to act
in both capacit ies > How long he was
in the country before he came to Ply-
month I do not know. I very well
remember when his fattier firs t kept
the shop he afterward s Was siet up ia.
He came to town with very great ad-
vantage as to his profession, for he
had no rival in trade > ahd , ther efore ^being a person of good mann ers and
good unders tandin gs and also a work-*
man in his way, he very sooti got ihto
busines s ; aad by being able to supply
the ord ers ef gentlemen and clergymen
in all bran dies, he wfes quickly esta-
blished in the way of sure gettin g- with^.
out miming- any naasmer of risk for
it* He never sent for any book but
what was ordered for ; mid if% any was
sent ,down by his dealers wit ho lit such
order , they were to be return ed, so
that he was alwavs On a silre fotrfc.
Me got also a vaeS deal by bindin g^which he performed tvjth grea t nicfeiy^and besides , fell into several other
branches of trade  ̂ sueh as the sl}»tion-i
ery ware of all kind s, instrum ents and
books for navigation, prints of all kinds,
all kinds almost of quack medicines *such as Bos tick . Stou&hton. &<?!, ht>.such as Bostick , Stoughton , &ca  ̂ be-
sides pen-knives, spy-glas#efc and the
like^ by which means he soori ^ot tage*
ther a good fortune  ̂ and became a
money-l««der . He was a man of no
expense for many years $ all his family
consisted of wna one ef his sisterfe dt a
ti r» e> to inanage ma hou»e  ̂ ^nd a eer-
vant -maid. And th<m he kept m> tom^
pany f pai4 er received i>o tisits  ̂ aifiwi
only on .a time Would go with a friend
or two/ and spend tfeie^perwje of ^aevenittff in beefr or ale. In thei^ttet
p«n m lm time, indeed, he Kvfed m^re
at lar  ̂fof he kept a hor&e and jrcrd# »
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often , and was never backward to make
one at a patty of pleasure , provided it
was conducted with decency and inno-
cence. His family also began to in-
crease , for bis youn gest sister married
&nd had four children , all which fell
upon him and his sisters for a main-
tenance , their father Mr. Smith being
an indolent man, and of little or no
practice . But the true reason why he
firs t kept a hors e was his falling into a
hypoish disorder , which had like to
have destro yed him. And this was
occasioned by his great concern for the
death of Mr. Moy le, of Bake , with ,
whom he had lived in great intimacy.
That gentleman had a great tas te for
critical learnin g, read much , and led a
very sedentar y life, by which means he
contrac ted a bad habit , and he died of
a polypus in his heart. This sunk Mr.
kSmithur st' s spirits to such a degree ,
that he fancied he was attacked by the
same disorder , and for some time he
looked on himself as a dead man . He
made his will—he took leave of his
friends , and had reall y an intermission
in his pulse, which frightened him ter -
ribl y. However , time and ridin g wore
off the panic , and he became as well
as ever. He was no generous trades -
man , thou gh strictl y honest ; and it was
ver y visible in all parts of his life, that
he was very mean-spirited where his
private interes t was concerned. He
would never take more for any book
he sold than the living price , and if he
asked more, and he was paid without
words, he would return the overp lus ;
and yet he would never change a book
with out you lost half the value , and he
was sure of getting as much by the
second sale as he did by the first. He
was very remarkab le for a facetious
companion , for he was genera lly on
the merry strai n, and made himself the
life of the company by telling pleasant
stories with uncommon humour and
spirit. He had a vast collection of
these fitted to every topic almost of
conversation , some of which , I am
pers uaded , were of his own invention ;
it being a maxim with him, that there
was no harm in telling what was not
strictl y true ,' as long as no person was
injure d, but , on the contrar y, enter-
tained. The wors t of it was, -he dealt
always in that kind of wit called pun :
this took extremely with his intimate
acqua intanc e, who always app lauded
him, and even persons who could dis-

tingu ish better would pard on hitn, and
laugh for company, though some t>f
them were sometimes very gross and
mean . ^Matrimony and women were
generall y the subjects upon which he
exercised his wit , and he would often
boas t of his happ iness in being deli-
vered from the t roubles and inconve-
niences which do commonl y att end
them. But in both these he was very
unhappy ; for he was at times in love,
and courted more women than one,
especiall y the widow Hemyn , who had
formerl y lived with him as a servant ,
and he would actual ly have marrie d
her , had not his elder sister Jud y, who
had always a great dominion over him,
preven ted it. And though by this
means he had no children of his own,
yet his youngest sister took care to
marry very contrary to his liking, and
broug ht forth severa l children , every
one of whom came to him for a main -
tena nce, thoug h begot by a man whom
he hated. And in this view I could
never help considerin g him as like
Lord Rochester 's hedge-sparrow , which
maintains by instinct what is got by
a cuckow. I suppose his disappoint -
ments in these affairs hel ped to preju -
dice him against the sex in general .
It was very few he ever spoke well of,
and thos e he did commen d had , to all
impartial observers , as many foibles as
thos e he was pleased to condemn. He
has often ar gued to me against marry -
ing, upon a very whimsica l princ iple :
" Suppose no man ," says he, " did
marr y, then you'll say ther e is an end
to mankind ; and then so much the
better /' would he add , " un less the
world was better than it is." This was
somethin g so stupid fro m him , tha t it
surp rised me, because it is suppos ing
the bulk of both sexes to be differ ent
creatures from what they always were ,
and always will be and mus t be. He
had one peculiarit y beyond any tra des-
man I ever saw , for instead of shewing
you any thing new or remarka ble,
which was sent him down , he would
take all precaution to conceal it from
you, and I have often seen him very
much disconcerted and out of humour
if a person happened to take up and
look at a book or a print before he
had time to get it out of the way . He
had an unha ppy facult y of looking on
all who did not deal with him in a very
bad light ; and , on the other hand, was
<|uite, and shamefull y, partia l in favour
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of suck as did ; all which* I apprehend,
proceeded from a mercenary principle
born with him, and which it was not
in his power to conceal. His way of
thinking about religion was very dif-
ferent latterly, from what it was when
he first came into the country. When
he came first to Plymouth he was what
the world calls a thorough Church
Tory, full of zeal for the clergy and
their Establishment, and of a sovereign
contempt for all that differed from
him. He was a very strict observer
of the ceremonies of the Church, and
gave very diligent attendance to the
Sacrament whenever it was adminis-
tered, and always manifested a very
great seriousness in his public devo-
tions. He kept Sundays and holidays
very strictly, and was unquestionab ly
a man of true piety to the last. But
he altered his notions greatly both in
religion and politics, by conversing
freel y with the late Mr. Moyle. He
was as great a despiser at last of priests
and bigotry as any man , and would
bear free conversation about some to-
pics which formerly he thought it was
a crime only to mention ; but though
he fell into a generous and charitabl e
way of thinking, and would converse
accordingly, where he might safely do
so, yet he seemed to forget his notions
when he was at Church. I have often
heard him rail at and expose the Atha-
nasian Creed out of it, and laugh at
many practices as new superstitions ;
but yet when he was in, he would reve-
rence that Creed, and comply very
devoutl y with what he would break
jests on the next day ; so great was
the prejudice which his parents had
instilled into him from his very infancy.
He had an excellent talent at Rot any,
and understood the nature and culture
ot trees, plants, herbs and flowers ,
both exotic and domestic, better than
any man I ever knew. Some of the
top gardeners about London have been
glad of and courted his correspon-
dence ; and the late Botany Professor
at Oxford , Dr. Delinius, wrote to him
very often. Ail country gentlemen
who had any of this taste would get
his acquaintance, by which means he
became much more known than per-
sons of his rank generally are. I know
of no person that lived better loved and
respected, for the whole course of his
me here, than honest Ben Smithurst,
n°r of aay man sooner Ibrgot or less

talked of after Vhe was diead.' I xiever
could fin^ any reason for this, unless
his going 1 to Lauttceston writhê begin-
ning of his last sickness, and his dying
and being buried there, might contri-
bute to put him out of his friends'
minds. But so in fact it was*. Little
inquiry was made after him during his
illness, and his nephew Ben Smith,
who was left in his shop, did not seem
very fond of making answers to tliat
little , so that nothing of the nature of
his disorder, his behaviour under it , or
the manner or circumstances of his
death , came to my knowledge. I only
heard in general that his illness was
tedious, and that he underwent great
agonies before he expired . Thus lived
and died one of the most facetious
companions of his time, to whom may
very naturally be applied the discourse
of Hamlet to the skull of his old friend
Yorick, by any person who shall here-
after see his grave, or light of any part
of his remains therein.

It is not a little remarkable, that all
his worth should at last descend to the
children of his brother-in-law John
Smith, who married his youngest sister
against his consent , and whom for that
reason he never loved. I remember
when he was once in a very broken,
dispirited way, and thought he should
not live long, he made his will, to which
I was a witness, and on delivering it to
his eldest sister Judy, his executrix,
he said , ** there Judy, 'tis yours, 'tis
honestly got, and I have provided
against some people's having to do
with it the best I can ;" meaning his
brother-in-law . and family. But it so
happened that Ben Smith died con-
sumptive soon after him, and his be-
loved sister Judy before him , so that it
centred in his only surviving sister,
Elizabeth Smithurst.

No relations were now left but Mr.
John Smith, the brother, and his two
daughters Elizabeth and Grace. The
brother at last became poor, and led a
very indecent life, and she was obliged
to allow him j£20 per ana. for his life.
The youngest daughter Grace fell in
love with one Hatherly, who had been
a clerk to her father, who had a good
estate, but was a very worthless fellow,
being both a sot and a fool. However,
for peace' sake, poor aunt consented
to the match. The eldest daughter
Elizabeth did worse, for she fell in love
with one Garden, a Scotchman, a sur-
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geon's mate <ofamnn of-war , who was
very .;poor and very proud . This ex-
ceedingly grieved her aunt, who sus-
pected that she would sacrifice herself ,
her frien ds, her country, and all the
fortun e she had m her own po>vcr
when she was gone. All this happened
accord ingly, for she sent for Gard en in
Scotland before her aunt was cold in
her grave, who came and carried her
off in triump h.

Attempt to pr op up the Credit of
1 John v. 8.

IT is amusing to observe the reluc-
tance with which thorough-bred

Churchmen give up every part of the
svstem to which thev have been trained ,system to which they have been trained,
even though exploded equally by his-
tory and reason. Who would expect
any scholar of the present day to stand
forward in vindication of the notorious
for gery of the Three Witne sses' Text ?
Vet Mr. Todd , in his Memoirs of Bi-
shop Walton , recent ly published , *
makes a feeble and awkward attempt
to bolster up the interpretat ion. This
nota ble specimen of Lambeth criticism
is found in Notes on Wa lton's " Con-
siderator considered /* or reply to Dr.
Owen's Consideratio ns on the JPol yglot
and Proleg omena. Owen , who lost
himsel f in this contr oversy, had chal-
lenged Walton to prove that " there
was ever in the world any other copy
of the Bible differing in any one word ,
from those that we now enjoy." In
rep ly, Walton says, amongst other
thi ngs, " What thinks he of those
places in the New Testament , especi-
ally that in 1 John v. 8, where a verse
is left out in many ancient copies, and
appears so to have been by the fathers
that wrote against Ariu s ? Is there
no author of credit , no monument of
antiquity, that testifies that some an-
cient copies wanted these word s, which
yet all our modern copies have ?"
Upon this the biographer makes the
following annotation , (Vol. 11, pp. 327,
328,) which we esteem worthy of being
pre served :—

u Meaning the omission of the seventh
verse ; in favour of the genuineness of
which, notwithstanding the severe casti-
gation of Archdeacon Travis for defend-
ing it by Proffessor Porson, and notwith-
standing the consent of many critics, both

? In 2 wte. 8vo. 1821 •

at home and abroad, to give it up3 there
is not so weak a body of testimony as
some are content to believe. Some ex-
isting MSS>, though few, contain it. Ma-
nuscripts, known to have existed, have
been authentically stated to contain it.
Of the very numerous MSS., in various
libraries, yet uncollated, who shall say
how many of them want it ? Not a few
of the Christian fathers maintained it.
Selden appears to have supported it. Mill
defended it. Bentley, indeed, read a
lecture at Cambridge to prove it spurious ;
but, says Whiston, his learned contem-
porary, * he dares not now wholly omit it
in t/ie text of his edition of the New Testa-
ment, which he has promised but not yet
per formed. * But let Bentley speak for
himself on the subject o£ this verse,
though his edition certainly did not ap-
pear : * What will be the event about
the said verse of John, I myself know
not yet ; having not used ctu the old copies
that I have information of. But by this
you. see, that in my proposed work the
fate of that verse will be a mere question
of fact . You endeavour to prove, (and
that's all you aspire to,) that it may have
been writ by the apostle, being consonant
to his other doctrine. This I concede to
you ; and if the fourth century knew that
text , let ft  come in , in God's name : but
if that age did not know it, then Arianism
in it s height was beat down without the
help of that verse, and let the fact prove
as it will, the doctrine is unshaken.'
Letter to some unknown correspondent ,
Bentley'sE pist. ed. Burney, 1807, p. 238.
Just and satisfactory as the concluding
remark is, and proper as are the obser-
vations which precede it , still the verse
ough t not yet entirely to be given up.
The lost MSS. of Stephens may yet again
meet the critical eye ; and MSS. at pre-
sent only kn own to exist, as well as many
at present undiscovered, may compensate
fut ure examination with the desired dis-
covery. I will only add, that among the
many critics who have impugned or main-
tained the authenticity of this verse, 1
have not yet found one, not even the
sagacious Forson himself, who has named
or referred to a fellow-labourer in the
contest, the Hev. T. Dawson ; who is the
author of * Disceptatio Eplstolaris de
Ccfcl estibus Testimoniis 1 Johan . v. 7. I»
qua, ex binis Manuscriptis exittiiis, indu -
bio evincitur adQevrCoc. ist ius versiculi,'
<&o. The author appears to have been
an amanuensis of Dr. Cave, and the tract
is worth reading/'
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Sir ,
IT is with diffidence I requ est the

insertion of * this letter in your
Month ly Repository* and* while I can-



not but thiafc tliat there are man y who
will agree with me in much of its
contents ; I am fblly aware , that there
are few whose opinions on the subject
of itr would not be perused with greater
iaterest and more solid convictio n.
Those \vho> feel themselves, attached to
the prin ciples, whtch aao re peculiarl y
char acterize the Un&arian Dissenters ,
carrn &t but be solicitous that , tlieir ini-
nisters should be men of education/ , as
well as of moral merit , and that the
performa nce of the sacre d offices of
religion by the vulgar and illiterate ,
which, I regret to say, has of late been
countena nced in one or two chapels ,
should be marked by the most decided
disappr obatio n^Wfeen we see our minister ascend
the pulpit , the belief of his. s^qperior
attai nments and more cultivated 1112b-
ders taading ; must of necessity gi\re to
lias discours e both weight and auth or
rity -y and while we are informed , that
though much which aow is hiddea shall
one day be revealed, we are well aware
the lear ning of the scholar and the theo-
logian has thro wn a light upon many
passages, from which much knowled ge
and improveme nt have been derived .

We know that the wild enthusiast
and! bold declai iaer are gener ally igno-
rant , and that humility is found only
in those whose attainments are for
above mediocrity. Who, Let me ask ,
can li#pe for impi'overnent fro m the
silly rhapsodies of a self-created minis^-
ter, whose luoaest employment behind
the counter has been, abandoned in the
vain hope of distinguishing himse lf in
the pulpit, and who lias unwitting ly
dar ed to pretend to give that , instruc *-
tiot i to othe rs, which., it must be ap^-
parent ? he would , so long have needed
himself ?

Is it from the hope of gaining pro-
selytes , or from the fear of losing
convert s, that an enlightened and re-
specta ble minister sanctions the per-
forma nce of the rejigious duties in a
man whose situation in life is little
bett er than a common servant ?

it has *alwgys been considered advi-
sable that our priests, should receive a
superior education.

It is tru e, the great practical dutie s
which we are called upon to per form
may be enforce d without eloquence ;
but we look for something *more : we
dissent , fl*>m/ the/ Establishment , and
wa expect ttuvti our iniaiste ps will stand

forward aoxl be heard , not owty from
their pulpits confirming the wavering,
but be seen, if needfal, issuing from
their closets^ the able, yefc temperate ,
advocates of a righteous e&ase*

The made of worshi p adopted by
the majorit y of Protestant Dissenter s,
is also, a stron g additional rcasaR why
the minister should be a man && edu-
cation - So long as the extempore
prayer h*okt& its plaee in their chapels ,
so long* may canti ng nonsense be heard
instea d of those pions and simple ad-
dresses which derive their eloquence
from the heart , and: aare beautiful only
from the total absence of imaginary
ornam ent .

It is infinitel y bette r in the prop aga-
tion of imp ortant truth to appea l rather
to the reason than the passions ; te&t
the illiterate pasto r is miserabl y igno-
ran t both of what he i& to convince
and of the art of coavii*eii*g; and , in
tke place of th  ̂stead y, solemn* man-
ner of the Christian gentlenaart and
minister * you ; are disgu&fced with the
arrogant self-importance , and the ar-
duous disp lay ©f that mite of know-
ledge, which ar-e discoverabl e in the
clumsy candidate for holy orders .

Nor is the active dut y of the Chris-
tian minister confined within the walls
of his church ; he has o comfort the
sick, to administe r hope and consola-
tion to the dying, to animat e the pe»ir-
tent , and to rep rove the guilty .

There are distinct ions aad gradations
of rank , and we know the influenc e
which they carry, even in the common
concerns of life, and when we can see
them backed by the more powerfol
influence of mind and characte r, we
may Mr ly hope for the happ iest results .
When you cease to commit your pas*-
tor -al dut ies ta men of education, as well
as of somewhat superior rank , you'wili
soon perceive the more respectab le part
of the congregation diminish, and its
more humble members any thing but
improved . They have hitherto felt re-
spe«t , because their minister wa& supe-
rior in situation to themselve s ; it was
necessary , or his mfl uenpe would have
been but very ifcrifl ing,—they w=ere en-
lightened , because by his- education he
was enab led> in a etear and persuasive
manner r to> iippresa. on their mihds
those precepts * with wljieb tHey o«ght
to be familiar ,—and the eonffm&lfcions
wMch he adiaiihtstei fe4 were ' ^eeeftred
with gratitude and confid ence, because
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his knowledge gave them an earnest of
their truth .

That zeal is, I apprehend , misplaced ,
which per mits ignorance to assume
informatio n for the sake of attempt-
ing to keep together a congregation.
Where proper supp lies cannot be ob-
tained , the place had far better be
closed ; for when it is not , the Dis-
senters , thou gh they may desire to do
good, meet only with derision.

M. S.

448 Sir R. Clayton's Monument to Mr. Firmin.

Selections f rom " The North Ameri-
can lievieio."

Neglect of German Literature in
England.

[In this Journal for ApriJ 1820, is
a review of " Work s of the Germ an
Astronomers ," in which instance s ar e
given of their being unknown to scien-
tific men labouring in the same depar t-
ment in this country —-th is leads to the
following passage—]

IT is not, indeed , with respect to
mathe mat ics and astro nomy alone,

Sir , Jul y  5, 1821.

I 
WAS looking the other day into
the Life of Thomas Firmin , when I

observed , with more attention than I
had done before, the following pas sage,
which is at pp. 85, 86, of the ed. 1698,
and at p. 70 of the re publication by
the Unitarian Society, 179 1 -

'* My Lad y Clayton has so great a
re&pect for his memor y, that she has ,
(with the concurrence of Sir Robert ,)
since his death , erected a handsome
monument in their gar den at Marden ,
in Surrey, in a walk there , called Mr.
Firmin 's walk , by reason of his con-
t rivance and activ ity in it. This monu-
ment is a marble pillar , about eight
feet high, with an urn , and flowers
gro wing out of the top of it , with this
motto, Florescit f un  ere virtus ; an
emblem, you may conceive, of death
and resurrection/'

Then follows " the inscription " on
" a marble tab le fixed to one side of this
pillar ," and designed " to perpetuate
(as far as marble and love can do it)
the memory of Thomas Firmin , citizen
of London. " After characteriz ing Mr.
Firmin 's extraordinar y exertions for
the public good , under the imjfulse of
a " charity not confined to any nation ,
sect or part y," the inscri ption is thu9
concluded :

" His agreeable temper renderin g
him an extraordinary lover of gard ens ,
he contri ved this walk , which bears his
name , and where his impr oving con-
versat ion and example are still remem -
bered . But since hea ven has better
disposed of him , thi s pillar is erecte d
to charit y and friendshi p by Sir Robert
Clayton , and Marth a, his lady, who
first builded and plante d in Marden.

" Born J [l 632] at Ipswich, in Suf-
folk. Buried [[1697] in, Christ -churc h
Hospital , London."

I had the curiosity to inquire where
Marden was situa ted, and who were

these tit led friends of Firmi n. Sir
Robert Clayton , I found , was M . P .
for London in ten Parliaments which
occurred between 1678 and his death
in 1707- He was Lord Mayor in 1679,
when he held his mayora lty in his
mansion just built in the Old Jewry,
and where the London Institution
was opened in 1805. Mr. Gra nger
CBiog. Hist. HI. 397) says of Sir R.
Clayton , that he % < well unders tood
and sedulousl y promoted the commer -
cial , civil and religious interests of his
countr y/' Becoming " obnoxiou s to
the Duke of York by voting for the
Exclusion Bill, he retired from busi-
ness, and amused himself with buildi ng
and plantin g, after th at pri nce ascended
the throne. When the Prince of
Oran ge was at Henley, he was sent in
the name of the city of London to
compliment him on his arri val/' Sir
Robert Clavton had the honour to be
traduced , under the character of Ishban,
in the latter part of Absalom and
Ahitophel, the composition of which,
" unha ppy Dry den ," tire d, perh aps,
of his servile task , committed to that
inferior hireling rh ymer , Nahum Tate.
Of Martha , the lady of Sir Robert
Clayton , I can find no accoun t.

Marden Park , still possessed by a
Clayton , is near Gods tone, to the right
of "the 17th mile-stone on the road
throug h Croy don to Lewes and Br igh-
ton. I wish one of your readers who
may be trave lling that road would
ascertain and infor m you whether the
marble p illar is standi ng, and if " Mr.
Firrnin 's Walk" is yet to be distin-
guished , after the changes and chance s
of 124 years ; for so long has Thomas
Firmin now rested from his works of
f aith and labours of love.

N. L. T.



that our breth ren beyond the water are
charg eable with a neglect of continental
literatu re . We have as yet seen no
notice of consequence , in any British
Journa l, of Mr. Bouterwek 's History
of English Poet ry, which forms a por-
tion of his large Histor y of Belles
Lett res in modern Europe. Sism ondi
has borro wed liberall y from this work ,
and professes bis obligations to it*
And though a work embracin g the
elegant literature of the Port uguese,
Spanish , French , Italian , German and
Eng lish languages, cannot be expected
to be executed equa lly well in every
par t, yet we sure ly have no book in
our own language which can clai m
equality with that portion of Mr. Bou-
terwek' s which treats of England. The
Fre nch have long since trans lated the
volumes which contain the histor y of
their literat ure ; but those which are
devoted to that of England are not
even known to the nation most con-
cerned to read them. There is, in
fact , a superciliousness in the manner
in which our transatlantic brethren are
apt to speak of Germ any and German
learnin g, highly unbecoming the cour -
tesy of true scholarshi p, and unfavour -
able to the prog ress of learning. It is
an inadequate excuse for this , that they
do not understand the langua ge and
literature which they disparage. For ,
besides that not unders tanding a th ing
is a poor excuse for vilifying it , the
same unfriend ly spiri t prevails in those
departm ents of stud y which are pur -
sued in the Latin language . We have
never witnessed without regre t the
unf riendl y tone assumed by so great
and wonderfu l a man as Porson toward
scholar s like Hermann and Jacobs ;
and this feeling of regret at a tone ,
which the unquestioned superiority of
Porson might palliate in him , turns
into diagust when we see it imitated
by such disciples as Bioomfield and
Kidd toward men lik e Seidler and
Schaefer. The cause of classical learn -
ing in England needs not the aid of
such an affectation of super iorit y . For
though the number of pro found clas-
sical scholar s is far greater in Germany
than in England , and the progress
made by the Germ ans in some parts"iaue Dy the Germ ans in some par ts
of classical literature , as particularl ythe doctri ne of the Greek metres , isl)eyond any thing which the English
Press lias yet shewn us, still the me-mory of Porson. and the reputation of

Gaisford , Eimsley and Dobre , ar e
praise enough for this generation , to
enable it to enter honourably into the
comparison with any other country or
age in the departmen t of Gr eek litera -
ture . We should not have dwelt so
long on this topic, had not the cause
of learning suffered a serious detriment
fro m the unfriendl y spirit in question ,
of which we will give one more instance .
It is known to every biblical scholar ,
that the translatio n of Michaelis by
the present Bishop of

 ̂
Peterborou gh,

the only living theologian of any con-
siderable note in the Chureh of En-
gland , has produce d a new era in the
science of tbeo logy in that countr y. It
was, therefo re , to be supposed ,, that
farther light and aid from this language
would have come with a favourable
preposses sion to English biblical cri-
tics . So far has this fair expectation
been disappo inted , that every attempt
to translate Eichhor n's Introduction to
the Old Testament— a work in. every
respect inco mparab ly superior to the
Introduction , of Michaelis to the New
Testament — has been systematic ally
discouraged. Dr. Geddes inform s us,
in a Latin letter to Eichhorn , appended
to Good' s Life of the Doctor , that on
his pre senting a pr oposal for such a
translation to Bishop Horsley, he was
treated with great ru deness by th at
prelate. This might the sooner be
pardone d from Bishop Horsle y, who,
not knowing the German lang uage,
might more naturall y be insensible to
the value of an author like Eichhorn .
But what shall we say to language like
that which we are about J o quote from
Bishop Marsh himself , the translator
of M ichaelis , whom ten years ' resi-
dence at Leipsic must have put in a
capacity, one would think , to translate
any Ger man autho r : *' Nor can. it be
necessary to say any thing more at
present of Eichho rn 's Introduction ,
which has never been translated , and
from the diffic ulties, both of the lan-
guage and of the subject, cannot be
understood by many English readers."
(Lect . Hi. p. 60, Amer. edit .) Does
this mean that an English re ader , not
understand ing German , would be un-
able to read the work ? If it do. the
proposition is correct to be sure, but
singular ly nugatory. If it mean that
an English reader, understandi ng Ger-
man, would still be unable to under-
stand this work, we wonder at the
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a3sertkm, and wholly deny its- correct-
ness.

We make these remarks without
any fear of an mvidfcms interpretation.
Eichhorn's work Is weli known in this
country, and as universally prized for
its extent of erudition , as reprobated
for the license of the theological views
which it implies.

Accounts of Others and ha Place.
(From the same number and article.)
Dr. Cabers is well known as one

of the most distinguished astronomers
of the present day. He was born at
Arbenren* in Germany, Oct. 11, 1758,
and now resides in Bremen, where he
has erected an observatory upon the
top of his house. He is skilfu l as a
physician, but retked from practice,
except in cases of friendship or charity ;
but particularly eminent as an astro-
nomer and a mathematician. His
most important publication is the
work here mentioned. (A Treatise
upon the most easy and convenient
Method of computing' the Path of a
Comet, f rom several Observations .
IVeimar, 17^7 ) To him we owe the
discovery of the planets Pallas and
Vesta. He also discovered a verv
singular comet, or collection of shining
matter, without a nucleus, and so
extremely rare, that it did not obscure
the smallest fixed stars when passing
eentrallv over them ; and, what is most
remarkable, tMs small speck of light
is revolving somewhat like a primary
planet about tlie sun in a period of 75
years. The excellent character and
talents of Dc. Gibers make him an
object of the greatest respect and love.
One of the mOst noted of the German
astronomers^ when giving an account
Of this little comet, says, very happily,
" Our Olbers, the fortunate Columbus
of the planetary world, was the disco-
verer of this wonderful star. Science
and her votaries feel the most lively
interest in this uncommon inan> who,
in liis peaceful path marked with intel-
lectual energy, has discovered to us
three new worlds. In the strict sense
ef the word, he may be called the
feivourite of the heavens and of the
earth, useful to all ; in the day stretch-
ing fqrth hi* helping hand to relieve
the distresses of suffe ring humanity,
and in the darkness of the night pene-

trating into the Farthest recesses of the
starry firmament."

Peter Simon i>e la P:lace, Count
of the French empire, was barn at
Beaumont-en-Auge, March 24, 1749
and is allowed by all to be the greatest
mathematician now living. The vo-
lumes of the Academy of Arts and
Sciences, and the National Institute
of Paris, contain many of his memoirs,
and he has published separately several
works, particularly his Exposition du
Syzteme du Monde, and his Theorie
Analytique des ProbubiUt&s y and, above
all others, his Traiti de Mtcanique
Ctleste, which is a complete system,
explaining fully the effects of gravity
upon the figures and motions of the
heavenly bodies. Of the many disco-
veries he has made, we shall mention
a few of the nfbst remarkable, for the
sake of readers not conversant with his
works. 1. The theory of the motions
of Jupiter and Saturn, in which he
discovered a very great equation, whose
period is 917 years.' This has enabled
astronomers to account for several
inequalities which had for many years
been observed in the motions of those
planets. 2. The very remarkable equa-
tions which regulate the mean motions
and the mean longitudes of the three
inner satellites of Jupiter, called with
great propriety, by Biot, La Plac e's
laws. 3. The cause of the acceleration
of the moon's motion. 4. An accurate
determination of the sun's parallax by
means of a small inequality in the
moon's motion. 5. The quantity by
which the earth is flattened at the
poles, discovered by nfeans of two
small inequalities in the moon's mo-
tions- 6. The laws of capillary attrac-
tion. 7- Complete formulas and calcu-
lations of the perturbations of the
motions of the planets. These disco-
veries, together with a multitude of
improvements in analysis and in every
branch of mathematical knowledge,
place thi3 immortal man far above any
of his contemporaries in the walks of
science.

Eulogy on Newton.
(From review of " Bailly's History of

Astronomy," in the Number for January
1821.)

U is worth y of rem ark , that though
the Englfeh natioa is »o jus tly proud
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of this illustr ious philosopher , it has
left it to foreigners to do jus tice to his
char acter ana his writings . Among
these, there are none of the popul ar
class whose account is more full and
more eloquent than that of Bailly.
The following- is selected as a spe-
cimen :

" In speaking of Newton," says he,
" who was alone and modest, who did
not seek to appear , who did great
things with simplicity, it is necessary
to be as simple as he was, as natur e
whom he followed. We shal l not speak
of his stud ies ; he was born rath er to
invent than to stud y; he is not seeu
like others, advancing by efforts and
by failures . Thus Fontenelle applies
to him a thought of the ancients
respect ing the noble river which ferti -
lizes Egypt , the sourc e of which was a
long time unknown : Men are not per -
mitted to see the Nile in its feeble,
emerging state.

" Newton was vat mature age when
lie published his immorta l work . He
had been revolvi ng the subject in his
mind , and maturing the truths , dur ing
twenty years . Nothin g but excessive
modesty could have so long pre vented
his assumin g such a superio rity over
the most distinguish ed men of his age.
So rare a merit ought to be preserved
in histo ry . Just ice require s that men
should be known by their virtues ; and
prid e may learn by examp les, that
modesty is almost alway s inseparab le
from true greatnes s.

" Newton , more than any man,
owes an apology for . his elevation ;
he took a flight, so extraordin ary, and
retu rned with trut hs so new, that
great address was necessary in thos e
who would resist these tru ths . Doubt -
less other discoveries were necessary
to pre pare the way for Newton. Par -
ticular views lead to more general
ones. Hooke pronou wed the name
of attraction ; he thoug ht it was uni-
versal ; he asked what were itjs laws.
As to facts and prin ciples, Kepler had
given the laws of motion of the celes-
tial bodies, Galileo those of the descentof heavy ones near the earth , Descartes
had announced the centrifugal farce ,
Huygefls bad established its principlesand varia tions ; such are the steps bywhich Newton rose. }t is thus thatthe mind of one jBige is form ed by thatof the precediasjiik But past ages hadmt errors aj* well fta tr uth s, j a ngul ar

talent was necessary to make the dis-
crimi nat ion, ami to call to its assistance
all the parts necessary to so great a
design. It is a beautiful sight to see
Newton moulding the ear th to its
proper shape ; saying to the ticks,
' Hithert o shal l ye come, and no far -
ther f  chainin g the planets to an,
immoveable centre , and prescri bing
limits to the eccentric wanderin gs of
comets . How elevated his rank , how
far removed from all who have pre -
ceded him in the same career ! Newton
was as si&gular for the char acter of
his mind as for its superiority ; it was
pure and without alloy . Geuius, foy
the most par t, is ardent and passion-
ate ; it seems to require the impulse
of motion, it order to rise. That of
Newton was great without passion,
and tran quil without losing any of its
activity * There is no appearan ce of
effort in what he does ; he employs
one tr uth to develope another ;. he
seems to have made use of his genius
merel y to tran sport him to the cent re
of nature , wher e all the rays of truth
jneet ; he rela tes as a spectator what
he saw.

" jHewton had acquired all his glory
by the time that most men begin their
care er. He passed the rest of his life
in civil en&p loyment s, in reaping the
fruits of his labours, in receiving the
esteem ami admir at ion which w^re so
universal . Rewards and tit les were
heaped upoa him, which did less ho-
nour to the raa n who received, tbu-n to
the nat ion who conferred them. The
eulogy of the English will always fi&d
itself connected with that of Newton.
This nati on has the credit , of discern ing
merit , and of rewardi ng it with admi-
ration ; ta lent has a rank in it, and
becomes the object of a dur able ho-
mage. The genius of Newton,, perhaps
the most rare that any country qv $»y
age has produced , excited ft general
enthusiasm. His philosophy was that
of England ; all h«r distingu ished «*en
were his disciples ; the whole mass of
her enlightened citizens, freest ia a
free country , chose him for their , chief
and dictator \ and the nation rendered
him a kind of worshi p.. Tips great
man shewed still his superiori ty by
preserving bis modesty ; he

^ 
never

abandone d it: the serenity of his jnind
was npt disturbed by so many ^istiA-.
guis^ed suffrag es :̂  he always ppes^ed
his soul : he was no less f^mw^able
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for this than for his talents. Havin g
long enjoyed what is most valuable
among men, virtue and glory, he at
length closed his life in that peace
which he had ever sought , and in that
advanced age which seems to be the
recompe nse of virtu e, and the conse-
quenee of a tranquil life."

Condition of the Jews in Rome.
(From a review of hyman's '< Political

State of Ital y," in the game number .)
Pau l IV. confined the Jews to a

quarter of Rome , on the left bank of
the Tyber , nea r the theatre of Mar -
cellus, where they still live ; this quarter
is called Ghetto. * It is separated by
walls and five gates from the other
parts of the city ; every night , about
an hour after sun-set, these gates are
shut by the guard of the city, and not
opened again till next mornin g at sun-
rise. Durin g the French times, a per-
fect libert y of residence was allowed
the Jews ; but since the restoration ,
they have been driven bac k to thei r
ancient limits , enjoying only the small
privilege of keeping shops within two
hundred yard s of the gates of the
Ghetto. These Ghettos are now only
known m Rome, thou gh in the other
cities of Ital y the Jews , for the most
part , continue to live in a particu -
lar quarter , either from habit or of
their own accord . Their number in
Rome is about 4,500. It cannot he
ascertained exactl y, as there is no re-
turn of this population ; and owing to
their habits of life, and the size of their
families , the common methods of cal-
culation do not app ly to them. Th ey
are poor , degrade d, reviled and scoffed
at , by the Christians , who call them
" Sorneri ," (asses,) while the Turk s, in
their turn , call the Christians " dogs."
Neverth eless, the government protects
them from insult and injur y, thou gh
it compels the m to live in a filth y and
unwholesom e part of the city, and de-
nies them the rights and privileges of
Roman citizens. The Jews , in Rome,
are in great poverty ; the richest among

* *' Ghe t," amori g th£ Jews , is the
name of the act of divorce when they
repud iate their wives, founded upo n this
verse of Deuteronomy (chap. xxiv. 1) :
" Then let him wri te a bill of divorce -
ment , and give it into her hand , and send
her out of hls - hou qe."

—-̂ ^.̂
The Nonconfor mist*

No. XXI.
Thoughts on Freedo m in Matters of

Opinion.

NO subject can offer a wider field
for inquiry, than the disposition

to controul the opinions of others
which has existed among mankind hi
all ages.

It is easy enough to perceive that
property would fu rnish a temptation
to violence in a very early stage of
society ; but it is not quite so easy to
explain all the encroachments which
have been made on the right of private
judgment.

True it is, that by far the greater
number of even these aggressions may
be traced to the love of property ; for
certain classes of men soon begin to
d raw wealth and rank from the opini-
ons of society, which acquisitions they
would lose if the public mind were
drawn into a new course : but this
principle, although so powerfu l, will
scarcely account for all the persecution
which has been raised against reason
whenever she ventured to oppose fa-
shionable creeds. Instances will rea-
dily occur to every mind, of unjust
opposition which could not have been
generated by any fear of losing the
solid proceeds of orthodoxy. The great
dislike, as it appears to me, that per-
sons feel to have their opinions im-
pugned , results, in a great measure,
fro m the manner in which they are
usually made up. The number wbo
have imbibed any part of their creed,
religious or political, from a carefu l
examination of the arguments on which
it is founded , must be very few. It is
the condition of our nature to believe,
before it is possible we should have
had an opportunity of collecting evi-
dence. In philosophy, we examine
first, and believe last (if at all) 5 but
in common life, we often believe first ,
and examine, if at all, afterwards.
The habit of what may be called un-
philosophical belief , is of necessity
among the earliest we form. I much
doubt if any man has time (I am sure
few have inclination) to try, link by
link , every chain of reasoning in every
proposition to which he has given bis

them keeping only a small shop for
the sale of cloth and grain.

_^ 
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assent. We are, therefore, in some
measure, obliged to indulge the habit
of reasoning and examining evidence by
proxy, or, what is the same thing in
other terms, we are obliged to depend
upon authority. Now the value of any
authority is regulated by the numbers
who assent to it. The very ignorant ,
who in matters of difficulty rely alto-
gether upon authority, have no method
of j udging between two propositions
but by counting the numbers who
support each, and believing according
as the balance directs. In an early
period of our own history, we find
judicial decisions made upon this prin-
ciple. The compurgators of the Saxon
times were friends of the litigant par-
ties, who came for the purpose of
swearing to their respective credibility.
No sooner was a suit commenced, than
the plaintiff and defendant went out to
recruit for partisans, their success
depending, no doubt, upon their offers
of pay and bounty. At length, the day
being arrived, they appeared at the
head of little armies, discharging at
each other vollies of oaths with a cele-
rity which would not disgrace more
modern and regular soldiers. The
judges had nothing to do but reckon
the forces on each side, and the points
at issue were determined.

As all authori ty depends upon num-
bers, every subtraction from those
numbers must weaken it, and in the
same degree must it weaken the faith
of all who take the authority for their
guide, and thus they become the prey
of doubt , which, as the experience of
every one must have proved, is to men
in general the most painfu l state of
mind into which they can be thrown.
There is no acquisition made with so
much difficulty as the power of con-
templating a question day after day,
the mental balance vibrating until the
preponderance of argument or testi-
mony shall fairly turn the scale. With
this view of the subject , we cannot be
surprised at the hostile feelings pro-
duced by innovation, or the innume-
rable attempts which have been made
to reduce opinion to one pleasant
uniformity, and rid the world of
doubters, cavillers and querists, who,
not satisfied to * wear their creeds, as
the Swiss peasants do their Sunday
clothes, from generation to generation,
are troubling the world with strange
fashions and vagaries of their own.

Perhaps these considerations may
throw s<>me light on the cause why
the most sanguinary punishments have
so often been reserved for offences
against opinion.

If I read in the newspapers of a
forgery committed in a distant part of
the country, my reason, to be sure,
tells me that, as having been guilty of a
crime against society, the culprit ought
to be punished, but my feelings are
very slightly moved ; the chances against
my suffering by the offence are so
remote as not to be worth calculation.
If, on the other hand, a man has im-
pugned some tenet which I hold dear,
I feel my interests affected ; nor is it
of the slightest consequence whether
the blow was given fro m my own
neighbourhood or from a distance ; its
effect is the same. Thus, allowing for
a moment that heresy is an offence, we
see a species of ubiquity in the injury
which seems to account for the bitter-
ness with which it is avenged.

I must not, I am aware, lose sight
of the principle to which I alluded
at the commencement of my paper,
namely, that public opinion has been
made a species of property, nor that
an able and powerful body of men was
long dependant on this property tor
high rank and prodigious wealth.

Certainly, this principle of action is
most powerful ; but as it will not
account for the bigotry of those who
do not feel this interest, so neither will
it explain the sanguinary character of
religious persecution. We do not find
civil governors punish attacks on them
with equal severity, although their
existence is as much threatened by
rebellion as that of the clergy could
ever have been by heresy. Nor must
it be forgotten, that the civil governor
holds physical power in his own hands,
and is not obliged, as the clergy were,
to apply for assistance to an authority
which, being more remotely interested
in the controversy, might naturally be
expected to act as a check on their
violence.

It is absurd to inveigh against the
bigotry of priests, as if they were
something more or less than men.
Like all of us, they are the creatures
of circumstances, and only act on
others by calling into play the princi-
ples of the human mind . It is unjust
to describe them as the monopolists
of persecution : they wouM have been
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powerless if there had not .been feelings
in the breasts of the laity which re-
sponded to theirs with pretty accurate
accordance. Indeed we see, that wher-
ever the sympathy fails, a difference of
effect is visible. We never find the
church able to enforce the payment
of her revenues with the terrors with
which she guarded her dogmas : there
her interests acting in opposition to
those of the laity, her power would be
proportionably diminished.

If the suggestions which have been
thrown out are at all founded in truth,
it should follow that three causes may
abate the ardour of persecution. 1st.
Increase of knowledge. This cause
operates by accustoming the public to
^examination and discussion. Sects
arise, and each man learns from the
necessity of the case to bear that want
of uniformity in belief which was at
first so irksome.

2nd. The diminution of either the
power, the wealth or the numbers of
the body whose interests are dependant
on the prevalence of certain opinions ;
and,

3rd. Indifference to the subject on
which the opinions are held.

It has been a favourite indulgence
with writers against Christianity, to
declaim against it as peculiarly a reli-
gion of persecution. That the profes-
sors of Christianity have too often
disgraced their religion by a, direct
opposition to the precepts .of their
Founder, cannot be denied ; but that
the superior liberality of the Pagans
(even admitting the fact) arose from
any knowledge of the true principles
of toleration, or any instinctive appli-
cation of them, may well be doubted.

The great plasticity of Paganism
must nev,er be forgotten. A religion,
of which the scriptures were to be
found only in the work3 of the poets,
could not be bound, up in articles, and
consequently nothing more than a ge*-
neral faith could be demanded or pro-
fessed . There were no books among
the Greeks and Romans set apart as
peculiarly sacred ; every writer took
the traditions of the vulgar as they
floated down to him, and modelled
them to suit his imagination and his
subject. A nbw God, therefore, no
more shocked them than a new saint
would a Roman Catholic, In fact,
their mythology \vm j rathei* a plurality
of religions, \vhe*e every worshiper

might choose his particular divinity,
than a faith where the object or objects
of worship are common to all. The
very loose notions which the ancients
had, even respecting the identity of
their gods, may be seen in Tacitus,
who represents the Germans as wor-
shiping Mercury, Hercules and Mars,
although we know, nor could Tacitus
have been ignorant, that the deities
whom he calls by these names, had
few attributes in common with their
classic brethren.*

We then cannot wonder that as long
as innovators were employed in adding
to the Pantheon, they would excite no
hostility in the public mind, and if the
Christians had chosen to act in like
manner, they would have escaped the
dreadful persecutions which they en-
dured from their liberaL-antagonists.
In truth, until the establishment of
Christianity, there had been little op-
position to the prevailing opinions :
that little, however^ though extremely
guarded, as in the instance of Socrates,
met with no indulgence.

The philosophers I put out of the
question ; they never seem to have at-
tacked the priests or attempted to
influence the minds of the people.
They joined also in the public rites ;
and such a conformity in a religion
which had so little else than ceremony
in its composition, was all that could
well be demanded.

Let their treatment of the Christians
shew how any real and substantial
reform would have been received among
them ; and when we talk of their libe-
rality, let us remember, that although
they were indulgent enough to those
who increased their stock of supersti-
tions, they seldom extended any mercy
to those who attempted to diminish it.

In considering the persecutions which
have arisen in the Christian world, we
must also look at the social state of
Europe, during the period of their birth
and progress. Among the hordes
which peopled the North, the great
object of human existence was war-
Fighting was at once their business,
their amusement , their morality and
their religion * Their revenues were
the plunqer of their enemies. The
pleasure of desfructipi*, if we may

* De Mortbus Germawormn ; and see
the Eddas.
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judge from the fragments of their poe-
trv which have come down to Us, ab-
sorbed thei r imaginations -. Courage
was the highest of virtues , cowardice
the most unpardo nable of vices, and
the joys of thei r heaven consisted in
a daily hewing in pieces of their friends ,
who, on their parts , were not slow and
ungra teful in retu rning the favour.

But when these nati ons had spread
over the South, and had quietl y sat
down upon the lands .which they had
parce lled out among each other , a won-
der ful change took place in their polity.
Their conversion to Christianity would
at least give a new tone to their reli-
gion and their morals . But their whole
course of life was altered. Where a
people exists by war, it is impossible
for any very complicated systeiaa of
aristoc rac y to gain ground . A man of
thews and sinews must not be slighted ,
whateve r may be the mean ness of his
fortu ne or his pedigree. Now, how-
ever , each ranked accord ing to his
possessions ; or, indeed , by the esta-
blishment of the feudal system, the
community was one of lands rather
than of men. The estate was the sub-
stance , and of course the possessor
became a shado w. Heredita ry suc-
cession, with all its tra in of conse-
quences , good and evil, came in, and
the old channels to riches and fame
were either narrowe d or entire ly closed.

Such was the state of Europe whea
a power ar ose, the most extensive,
deep laid and por tentous ever recorde d
in history —the power of the church .

At a time when hereditary succession
had entere d into every ramification of
civil life, stie opened her gates impar-
tiall y to all ran ks, offering to the ir
ambition a splendid perspective of
wealth and honour . She had a com-
plete monopol y of learning , science and
art . The celibacy of the clergy pro -
tected them from the danger of being
dra wn aside fro m her interests by the
ties of family, and ensure d to her all
their possessions . Living togethe r in
large bodies, and having no objects to
distr act their thoug hts and affections ,
her aggran disement became with the m
the grea t end of existence ; finall y, the
hierarc hy of which they were a part ,
extended thro ughout a large frac tion of
the civilized world .

If this pictur e shews how dan gerous
she might becdrae by her pmVery it is
not less tru e that even more was to be

dreaded from het weakness . Tfre em-
pire of the chuTch , mighty as it was,
depended altogether on opinion . The
physical power by which her revenues
were pr otected was, except in the Papal
states , almost always in the hands
from which they were draw n.

If public opinion were necessary to
pro tect the ecclesiastical possessions,,
it was not less requisite for augmenting
them ; and for these purposes every
engine , which the combined ability of
almost all the wprld could constru ct,
was put into motion.

I t ceases, then, to be a matter of
wonder that the church held opinion
in such bondage—her existence de-
pended upon it. Free inquiry Bhe in-
stinctive ly foresaw would be her ruin .
Hence all her dogmas against the right
of private judgment—hence the Inqui -
sition—he nce the diabolical persecu -
tions which have sunk modern Europe
below the most degraded of the Pagan
nations . I except not even those whose
altars have stre amed with human blood,
because I can see no diffe rence between
a Mexican sacrifice to Zoehequetz il,
and Spanis h immolations to the deity
of cruelty and superstition , except that
the savage appears to have satis fied
himself with mere ly depriving his victim
of life, while the Christ ian, more re-
fined in his pleasures , could not forego
the enjoyme nt of subjecting his fellow-
creature to the most excruciat ing tor-
ments .

By a wise and benevolen t provision ,
every bad institution contains within
itself the seeds of destruction. The
complete mastery which the Church of
Rome had obtained over the mental
powers , urge d her to acts of the most
reckless extravagance . She forced
upon the unwilling vision of the laity
the sight of her enormi ties—rand she
fell.

But althoug h the Reformation stru ck
a fatal blow to ecclesiastical power,
yet the mental hab itudes which haft
been engendered by it existed long at
terwards . It is astonishing to see how
little the subject of religious liberty
was understood by the first Pro testants .
If they could have controul ed the march
of events , we should only have had a
change of tyrants . Fortunate ly for us*thfcir opposition to Popery had much
wider effects than they wished or fore-
saw. The uftraopol y once destroyed ,
competition of necessity //arose , and
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although, perhaps, every theologian
would have had no objection to employ
coercion against his antagonist, yet
that being in most cases impossible, he
was obliged to appeal to reason.

How slowly, and with what reluc-
tance, polemical disputes were sub-
mitted to the arbitration of reason ;
how much, divines preferred scurrility
and declamation to argument, they
well know who have read the works of
the early controversialists . No sect
was willing to accord to others the
rights which they claimed for them-
selves* The motives to persecution,
which the church had furnished from
interest, were now supplied, though
happily in a less degree, by the violence
of party feeling ; and although the
way to truth and liberty had, by the
destruction of the Church of Rome,
been opened, the advances yet made
were tardy and uncertain.

The first writer who pleaded the
cause of religious freedom upon broad
grounds was Acontius.* It is impos-

* Acontius , or Aconzio , was born at
Trent earl y in the 16th century. He came
to England and had a pension from Queen
Elizabeth ; but not , as it should seem
from his epistle to Wolfius , for his great
work the Stratagemata SatancB, but for
his knowled ge of the art of fortification.
His book drew upon him the hatred of
many of the Protestants. Rivetus ac-
cuses him of being the forerunner or
fellow-soldier of the Socinians, although
his creed , which Acontius gives at length ,
shews him to have been an Arian. Armi-
niu s, however , much to his honour ,
warml y admired his work , and calls him
divinum pnidentice et moderationis lumen.
—Bay le. Ramus , who was killed in the
massacre of Paris , has also testified his
admiratio n of Acontius , as did Comme-
nius in his pre face to hi3 Ep itome of
Natura l Philos ophy.

The four firs t books of the Stratage-
mata Satance were translated into En-
glish , and published in 1648 , by John
Goodwin , under the title of " Satan 's
Stratagems, or the Devil's Cabinet Council
discovered." I suppose the book had not
a very rap id sale , for in the year 165 1, 1
find a copy of the same impression with
a new title -page , and a recommendatoiy
letter fro m Mr. John Drury, one of the
Assembl y of Ministers , to Mr. Samuel
H artl ib. The book is now called " Dark-
ness Discovered, or the Devil's Secret Stra-
tagems laid open ." Goodwin certain ly was
not very happy in eith er of his attempts.

sibLe to read the work of this great
man, without being delighted with the
amiable and enlightened spirit which

One would almost as soon th ink of looking
for wit in the " Fun Box broke Open,"
or for natural philosoph y in " The Hi gh
German Conjuro r's Last Legacy ," as for
the powerfu l reasoning of Acontius , under
such a disguise. His own title was suffi-
cientl y quaint , it required no amplifi ca-
tion. Goodwin , however , was worth y of
the cause . His Epistle to the Reader
proves him to be firml y at tached to the
great princi ples of religious liberty. " If
men" (says he) " would call more for
light and less for fire from heaven , their
warfare against such enemies would be
much sooner accomplished .

" For he that denied the one hath pr o-
mised the other . (Prov. ii. 3—5 ; Jam es
i. 5.) And amongst all weapons there is
none like unto light to fight against dark -
ness. But whilst men arm themselve s
against Satan with the material sword ,
they do but ensure his victory and
tr iumph."—Epistle to the Reader.

Goodwin 's name was excepted from
the act of oblivion.

Since I wrote this pape r, my attention
has been called to a most valuabl e article ,
which 1 regre t I did not read at an earlier
period , The Nonconformist , No. XV.
(XIV. 680.) I must request the reader
to turn there for an interesting account
of the earl y friends to re ligious freedom
on the continent. He will find that I
have been in error in givin g precedence
to Acontius , and as great part of his
merit depended on his leading the way to
liberalit y, I am compelled to admit , that
if I were to write again it would be ne-
cessary for me to qualif y a little my
admiration of him. From the learn ed
author of the paper to which i re fer, I
am indebted for the following addit iona l
information respecting the sent iments of
several writers ment ioned in that art icle.
I wish this gen tleman could be preva iled
upon to supp ly that great desideratum in
English literature —a complete histo ry of
Reli gious Liberty. The work would be
worth y of his talents. At page 741 the
reader will see a reference to a wor k on
toleration , which Bay le attributes to Cas-
talio. It was printed at Magdebu rg in
1554, eleven years before the firs t edition
of the Stratage mata Satance > by Acontius,
whicli appeared at Basle in 1565. Cas-
»  ̂• r» . - m •• • £* 9k. 4 ._ _ *f 4talio re fers to the opinion s of Are tiu s,
Catharus , Joannes Witleng ius and Basi-
lius Men tfortius , so that he was not the
first who embr aced libera l opinions. Who
and what they were I know pot ; Bayle
does not mention their names.
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bre atltes through fcvfcry page. To bur
shfti«e \Be * it $p6fce*i, that , al though
from the qirteumstah qies unde r which it

« You ask me first for Castalio's sen-
timents. If, as I conjecture , the work
eut ituled De Ht ereticis an sf oitpers equendi,
&c.y which purpo rts to be compiled by
Mart in Beliius, and to which Beza's
celebra ted treatise , De Hcereti cis a Civili
Magistrate, puniendis , &c.y was an an-
swer, was drawn up by Castalio , it seems
to have been his opinion that Tur ks and
Unb elievers ought not to be molested by
the civil magistrate on account of their
prin ciples, though he appears to th in k
differe ntly with respect to Atheists : € Si
quis (as he wr ites in the work referred
to) Deum negat e is impius et atheus est
et omnium jitd icio meritd abominan dus *
H aving noticed the agreement of the
Turk s and Christians in their belief of
Oue God, and afterwards the diversity of
their opinions respe cting Christ , he pro-
ceeds, * Quid igitur in tantis dissidiis
superest ? Ut f iat quod docet Paulus —
QUI NON COMEDIT , COMEDENT NE CON-
TEMNAT, NAM UTERO. UE SUO DO MINO STAT
aut cadit . Ne damnent Judcei aut
Turcce Christianas , rurs tmique ne contem-
nan t Christiani et Turcas aut Judtsos—
sed potius doceani et piet ate alliciant *
Itemque inter Christianas ne damnemus
alii altos, sed si doctiores sumus, simw
etiam meliores et misericordiores j

" There is some reason to suspect
that the Unitaria n writers of this period
wished to evade the question resp ecting
the tolerat ion of Unbelievers , lest by
opposing it they should weake n their
defence of reli gious liberty, or by advo-
cating it increase the odium which their
religious tenets had dr awn upon them,
Laelius Socinus, if (as I suppose) he was
the author of the work entit led Contra
Libellum Calvini ; in quo ostendere cona-Lu r

 ̂
Har eticos jur e glad 'n coercendos esse,1554 , seems liable to this suspicion.Thus in one place he writes , < Si quis

wangelium, quod ante prof essus f u isset,P lan e nega ret, et de Christo aut de Deovwediceret , ac p etulanter blasphemaret l ,p ro eo loqui equidem min ime vellem? Andagain , « Qui negant Sacras Literas, ii nan^reti ef y sed inf ideles et impii habendisunt, de quibus nos Me nan agimu&.' Inanother part of the wor k , however , where
< o Professes to discuss the question ,s lmdf it hesreticus et quonam modo tra c-landus; he speaks out more explicitly:vuomam CaMnu s de hcereticis disputims
',i °°nf un  ̂ et mado blasphemos, modo

lrn%r?m De°rv™ cultores, modo f ateos
n Ẑ . insw<*nda9 Hasreticos horumontnum tnvidiQ gravarit. Ostendam eos

was written , it is peculiar ly connect ed
with England , it had never been trans -
lated (at lejast in a complete state) into

qui Jusretici habentur mm esse tales. Im-
ptos ttlos et Sucrarum Lzterarum contemp-
tores ac blasphemos Hcereticorum nomine
non comprehen do. Sed &t hnpios tractan-
dos judico . Si Deum negant, si blasphe-
mant > si palam de sancta Christianorum
doctrina maledicunt , sanctam piorum vitam
detestantu ry eos ego relinquo magistra tibus
punie ndoSy non propter religmnem quant
nullar n habent , sed propter irreligionem*Quod si quis magistrat es eos in vinculis
teneret si forte se corr tgerent (quwniam
immense est J >ei misericordiq) is mini
magistrdtus non alienu s esse videtur a
Christiana dementia * The object of
CreJ lius's book , Vindicice pro Religionis m
Libert at ey was to obtain for the Unita -
rians of Poland a toleration of the public
pro fession of their religion. He arg ues
princi pally on the ground that no injury
could arise from their opinions to the
civil interests of the communit y. He
notices the Turk s and Mahometans , but
only to shew that  ̂as the Catholic govern-
ment tolerat ed both these bodies withou t
suffering any civil injury , they might, with
at least equal safety, tolerate Unitarians .
He states , that in the case of neither
would the government be charged with
counte nancing or approvi ng .their peculiar
and distin guishing tenets .

" Schlichting ius, in his work , Apologia
pro f êritate accusata , 1663, had near ly
the same object as to the Unitarians of
Holland , as Crellius had respecting those
of Poland. He mentions Turk s and Jews
only for the purpose of refuting a charge
which had been alleged against the system
of the Unitarians , as resembling J udais m
and Ma hometanism. He seems to have
entertained the most liberal views of
reli gious liber ty. ' Quid enim f he writes) '
aliud est conscientice uni vero Deo ad-
stricto, libertas quant in religione sentire
quce velisy et quce sentias libere pra nun-
cia re-

" The princi ple which you referred to,
of distinguishing between the * modest
worshi p* of heretics , or the privat ely
holding of heretical opinions , and the
public profession and promulgation of
their sentiments , is frequ ently noticed in-
cidentall y by the earl y Unitarian writers
in their controversies with the orthodox
of their day. But I am unabl e at th is
moment to give you any extracts from,
the writers you speci fy on the subject.
It was acted upbn by L. Socinas and
Blandrat a in the affair of Francis David*whom they would have allowed to rema in
unmolested if he had abstained from the
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our own langua ge. But it had the
misfortune of too far antici pating the
progress of civilization. Had it been
less excellent , it would have been more
priz ed. The highest eulogium will be
pr onounced upon it, if I say that some
of the finest passa ges of Milton 's Ar e-
opagitica , may be tra ced to Acon tius.
It is melan choly, however , to see how
popular prejudi ces affect the greate st
work s, even when the author has freed
his own opinions fro m their thrald om.
There is a species of literar y coward ice,
unde r which the f inest minds labour ,
which att empts to pare down the no-
blest princi ples, until they are minute
eno ugh to gain admitt ance into narrow
intellects . This, perhaps , was the
cause why Acontiu s lost the honour of
firs t annou ncing- to the wor ld the great
maxim , that the civi l magistrate ought
to claim no aut horit y in matters of
opinion .

The cause of those unfortunat e men
who, und er the names of Apostates and
Atheists , have endured so much perse-
cut ion with so littl e sympath y, he does
not venture to plead . He separates
their ease from that of heretics , and ,
allowing that they are still under the
penaltie s of the Mosaic law against
idolate rs , leaves the m to the mercy of
the secular ar m.* The abstract right
of the civil magistrat e to punish here -
tics he does not deny ; but he labours
to shew, fro m the parab le of the tare s,
that it is more in accorda nce with the
pre cepts of the Chris tian religion , to
leave them to a tri bunal where there

public avowal and defence of his sen ti-
ments . And Faus t wi Soclnas , in his
celebr ated letter to Vadovitz , (Toulmin 's
Life, p f 105,) nj ainta lns, that an He resi-
arc h * who dot\s not labour under a fault
of the will, but of the understanding,
should mee t wit h pity ;' but he adds ,
* and the only thing to be regard ed , is to
hinder his endeav ours to propagate his
doctrin es, and , if it cannot be otherwise
doqe y by chains and a prison ."*

* JVlul ta sunt alia qu;p facere et possit
et debeat : ut puni re irre verentes in Deum
voces ; api maaver tere in eos am deserere
univers am Ohnstian am reli gionem, quique
9-uthore s esse cuiquam , ut eam deser eret ,
ausi fuerint . Si q ui inst itut i fuerint
externi cultus , aut erecta siumlaehra , ea
tollere : avertere ;\ piorum cervicibus iin-
pioru ni vim atque ipju r ias : publicani tueri
trauqu j llitatem , et si quid aliud est ejufc -
moil—Lib, Hi ,

can be no dan ger of fake judgment.
He then proceeds to shew, by many
ar guments , most of which those who
have borrowed from him, have made
familiar to us, the folly of expect ing a
sincere change of opinions from the
dread of pun ishment. He even ven-
t ures to hint at the use of error in
stimul atin g the clergy to watchf ulness,
an idea which Milton has so beautifully
amp lified .

I will make one extract to shew his
manner of reas oning ; it is from the
homel y translation of John Goodwin :

" One thing there is which, ver ily,
I could never understand but to be al-
together void of reason . That he who
is thou ght to have tau ght something
false and impious should be forced to
recan t, which if he do, he shall not be
punish ed. To what purpose , I pra y
you, serves this practice ? What good
is there gotten , if for the avoiding of
punis hment , against his conscience an
heretic shall recan t his opinion ? There
is only one thin g that may be alleged
for it ; viz. that such as are possessed
with the same error , and unknown
perhaps , will do the like in their own
hearts , yea will counsel others to do
the same. That opinion must needs
have a very light impression which
can so easily be plucked out of men's
mindes . Have we no reason to suspect
that such a recantation is rather for
fear of punishmen t than from the
heart ? Will there not rather much
heart -burning by this means arise , if
the magistrates shall seem not onl y to
kill the body, but to plot the mine of
the soul ? Are we, indeed , so ill fur-
nished with weapons to van quish error ,
as to be forced to defend ours elves with
a lye, to put our trust in recantat ions
made thro ugh fear ? But some may
say, this is not what we desire , to forc e
men to any kind of reca ntati on, but
that an heretic may acknowledge his
erro r not so much with his mouth as
with his heart . This were excellent ,
indeed , if these could bring him to it.
But what work is there for threa ts or
blandis hments in this case ? These
have some power , indeed , to prevail
with the will , but th y business is with
the understandin g : it is changed nei-
ther by th reats nor flatteri es nor allur e-
ments. These cannot cause that what
formerl y seemed true should now seem
false, though the party may very roue"
desire to change lite jud gment , whicn
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if it seem a new and wonderful thing
to thee, I shall not need many ar -
guments to convince thee of the truth
thereof* You suppose that a man 'may
change his judgment when he will,
without any new reason to persu ade
him to thin k otherwise. I deny that
he can do so. Mak e you, therefore ,
an experime nt upon yourse lf, and see
if you can for the least space of time
dra w yourse lf to think otherwise than
you do in the question between us, so
as to make yourself believe as I do,
' that a man cannot change his judg-
ment when he pleases,' without ques-
tion you shal l finde that you cannot
do it. But take heed you mistake
not an imagination for a persuas ion,
for nothi ng hinders but that thou
mavest imagine what thou wilt. I
pray thee likewise to consider agai n,
that in case thou fear any thin g, as for
example, lest any business may not
have a good issue, lest some thirige
should come to pass much against thy
minde, so that thou canst not sleep
for the trouble there of, thou need but
change thy opinion concerning such a
thin g, so as to hope that all will be
well, and thy tr ouble shal l be at an
end. O most easie and ready medicine
to tak e away th* greatest part of that
troubl e of minde which men sustain in
this life ! O short philosophy!  if
whatsoever evil a man shall fear may
betide him, he may believe (if he willj
tha t it will not come to pass ; whatso -
ever molests a man , because he takes
it to be an evil, (when as oft times there
is no evil in such a thing ,) he may
per suad e himself when he pleases that
it is not an evil. But experience shews
tha t none of these things can be done."
—P. 108.

The Racovian Catechism , pub lished
ear ly in the sixteenth centu ry, is ano-
ther work of great val ue. 1 am happy
to learn , that throu gh the labours of
one of our friends it has been put into
a form of easier access than its prede -
cessor.

Whoev er shall turn fro m Acontius
to the Pref ace of the Racovian Cate -
chism , will find in almost every line
pr oofs that the seed which he sowed
had (some of it at least) Mien upon
good groun d. The human mind' hadnot been stationar y durin g the fift yyears which had elapsed since the
worl d had enjoyed his precious gift.

Hie latt er writers atate the great

princi ple of religious freedom with less
of caution and amb iguity : *c Cuique
lrber um esto suse mentis in religione
judiciuni : durn modd et nobis liceat
anina i nostri sensa de rebus divinis ,
citrk cujusquam injur iam atque insec-
tation em depromere. Haec enim est
aure a ilia prop hetandi libertas , quam
Saerse Literae Novi Instrumenti nobis
impensh commendant ."

As the Pr eface to the Racovian Ca-
techism was merel y an introductio n to
certain articles of the Christian faith ,
the prom ulgation of which was the
great object of the work , it cannot be
expected , whatever might be the opi-
nions of its compilers , that we should
find any elaborate treat ise on religious
libert y. I am not , therefore , disap-
pointed to find , that all the liberty con-
tended for in express terms , is that of
one Chr istian with respect to another.

I know not whether I feel more of
prid e or abasement , when I refl ect, that
it was reserved for an Englishman to
discover and proc laim to the world the
true pr inciples of religious freedom ;
because while I recollect that we have
a claim to a high honour , I cannot
forget how much we have despised and
neglected it. His very name is un-
known , even to men who have made
that branch of letters on which we are
now engaged a subject of attention and
research . The book of which I speak
is entitled " Religious Peac e," or a
Plea for Liberty of Conscience long
since presented to King James and his
high (Jo urt of Par liament , by Leonard
Busher , and prin ted in the year 1614,*

In style it is not equal to either of
the former work s, and this may ex-
plain , and in some degre e excuse, the
neglect with which it has been treated .
It strong ly partakes of the quaintn esa
and verbosity of the age, and exhibits
a strange contra st between the freedo m
of its thoug hts and the restraint of the
dress in which they are clothed . I
have only space for a single extract .<c Did not King Darius and all the
people, both Jews and Gentiles , cry
out and say, that truth is great and
strongest ? Why then should those

* I f oun<J this book in the British
Museum quite by accident. It happened
to be bound up with another book to
wh ich I had occasion to refer. J never
saw more than that one copy, which is
the edition of 1646, Londu n .

The Nonconformist. No. XXI. 4&9



tha t have the tru th , and those fthat
would have the tru th, be afraid of
erro r ? Seeing truth discovereth dar k
^nd dangerous wayes of erro r, thoug h
abroad , in open books, even as light
•discovereth dark and dangerous places,
thoug h abroad , in open high wayes,
and as the more dark and dangerou s
the waves be, tbe n>ore necessary and
needful will light be found of all that
travel ; so the more dark and dan gerous
errors be, the more need ful and profi-
table will t^ruth be found of all that
would travel to heaven. But some
may objec t and say, let all this be
gran ted , yet it is no wisdom, we think ,
to brin g dangerous errors into the light ,
that so many men may stumble at
-them, which *iot being br ought to light
would not so much as be known to
some.

"I answer , no more than a rock
that lyeth hid under water , which (for
want of bring ing into light) man y men
may mak e shipwreck thereon , and so
stumble and fall neverthelesse , thoug h
it be not so much as known to them
before. Therefore , as a rock in the
seas, (thoug h not so much as known
to some,) yet {for want of being known)
many men do stumble and fall thereon ,
and so perish , both men and goods ;
so an error , though not so much as
knowne to some, yet for want of being
made known, many men stum ble and
fall there on  ̂ and 50 perish bodies a^id
souls, which is the more lamentable.
And as rocks ia ,the seas, the more
they manifest themselves the more fur-
therance in the way of heaven. And
you shal l understand , tha t erro rs being
brou ght to the light of th$ word of
<jlod, will vanish as dark ness before the
light of a torch ; even as the chaffe
before the winde cannot stan d, .so error
before tru $h cannot abide : there fore
it is no hindrance but a great furth er-
ance to have all erroneous roclc s in the
haven to heaven made known a<nd pub-
lished ."—Pp. 22. 23.

Busher has no hesitatio n in recom-
mending tha ^t even the Mahommeda j is
should be allowed the free .exercise of
tUeir religion, and the right of defend -
ing it when attacked in controversy.
The only prohibition he would make
is against railin g ; but then he would
punish the Christian <railer against In-
iidels, as the Infidel rai led against
•Chris tians.

Experience has prov ed tha t even this

restr iction is bette r and more safely
to the interests of society, enfor ced by
pub lic opinion, than by the civil magis-
t rate ; With this single exception no
discover y in the great branch , of poll,
tical science under consideratio n has
been made since his tune. Rusher's
work fell into neglect, and though it
was republished during the civil wars,
yet its pr inciples had mad e so littl e
prog ress, that even Milton objects to
the toleration of Cath olics on the
ground of their being idolate rs ! Locke,
too, falls into an error as fatal, though
not so absurd . He talk s of the opi-
nions held by Catho lics being danger -
ous to the security of the State. Ft is
pain ful to writ e the names of Milton
and Locke for any purpose but to hold
them up to admiration and reverence 3
if, however, it be true that some im-
perfections are necessary to that close
alliance with humanity, which is requi-
site for strong ly exciting the feelings
of affection , we may not love the me-
mory of these great men the less from
knowing that they were not exempt
from the frailties of their species. They
lived in an age when the Church of
Rome was a bitter and powerfu l enemy
of liberty, and when Catholic ascen-
dancy in this country would have been
a severe evil, not only as regarded its
immediate effect on our own interests ,
but as respected the ultimate interests
<of the whole world .

The light of freedom is now so
widely spread , that no cloud, however
brostd and dense , can entirel y shut it
out ; but in their time the existence of
liberty depended on the fate of England.
We may, therefore , explain, thoug h
we cannot jus tify tlie narrow limits of
thei r views .

It is, I know, a favourite opinion
even now with men whose general prin-
ciples will deserve the praise of libe-
rality, that althoug h it may be safe in
the present day to gran t Cat holic
emanci patio n, there was a time when ,
for the reasons to which I hav e alluded ,
it was just and wise to withho ld it.

If the doctrine that politic al exclu-
sion ought to be attached to the pro-
fession of Qbnoxious or even dangerous
opinions is ever true , it must be under
the following circumstances : where
the minorit y, having the most enlight-
ened and benevolen t views, exercise
power more favourab ly for the com-
muni ty than the majori ty would do u
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the reins of government were entrusted
into their hands. For if the enlight-
ened party themselves form the majo-
rity, it is evident tha t, without fear of
injury to the State , they may admit
their opponent s to seats in the Legis-
lat ive bodies. But in the former case
I allow, that self-defence being the firs t
law of nature , no man or number of
men ought to be expected to resign
power into hands which will repay
their libera lity by oppression. The
necessity, however, must be cogent ,
for the princi ple is most dangerous.
The excluding part y must act upon
the most conclusive evidence, both of
their enemies being too numerous for
them to cope with , and too malicious
or ignoran t to be trusted .

But what proof have we that such
a necessity ever existed in England ?
I can see none. Let us suppose for a
moment the num erical forces of the
Catholics and Protestants to be at all
equal , and we must see that th£ op-
press ive laws under which they lived,
must have excited constan t insurrec -
tions . The history of the two last
centuries proves , beyond all doubt , that
their stren gth has never been dange r-
ous. If it had , we should have seen
it displayed in the contes t betwe en
Char les and his Parliamen t, when the
Protest ants being divided among them-
selves, the numbers elf the Catho lics
would have been so effective. At the
Revolu tion , even with the defection of
the High Church party in their favour,
they effected nothing, and as little was
done in the two rebel lions which arose
afte r the accession of the Hous e of
Han over.

It would be curious to trac e the
gradua l chan ge which has taken place
in the motives of persecutors . In the
H>th and 1 7th centuri es the great sti-
mulus was religious bigotry . Govern -
ments would be, of course , urged or
restrain ed by considerations of interest ,
t >ut with the peop le the motive was
honest fanaticism. In the 18th , al-
th ough, as the Riots of 1780 in London ,
and those of 179 1 in Birming ham , but
too well prove , the spirit of persecu -
tion was not extinct , yet it was very
much allayed , and at the present time
junong the great bod y of the people it
har d ly exists. It is true , when j loriesar e told from the Bench that the ex-istence of thei r religion depends on

their sending a poor shopkeeper to
prison , and that whether they think so
or not , , tjie law having decided the
question for them , they will violate
their oaths if they find a verdict con-
trar y to its decisions , they have not al-
ways sufficient knowled ge? and stren gth
of mind to resist the appeal. But this
weakness does not imply any love of
persecution , nor do I impute any great
anxiet y on the score of religion to the
prosecutors , as I see a cause in opera -
tion quite sufficient to account for all
their ardour.

The tru th is, that tlie public mind is
much less engaged on polemical ques-
tions than formerl y. Theological dis-
quisition is not the fashionable mental
emp loyment . Politics furnish the great
stimulus , and religious persecution is
only practised as far as it may promote
the ends of party.

As in the reign of Henry the VIII.
an additi onal odium was cast on her esy,
by making it tr eason against the civil
magistrate ; so in our times we have
seen a rulin g party attemp t to punish
attacks against thems elves by the cry
of blasp hemy. These facts mark the
different spirit of the two ages : in the
former , the real motive was religious
bigotr y ; in the latter , political hatred .

Such appears to me to be the pre -
sent stat e of sentiment with respect to
freedom of opinion. That we have
made lar ge advances during the two
last centuries cannot be denied , yet I
think we must attrib ute some share of
the change to the declining importance
at tached to the speculative par t of reli-
gion. It may be a fair matter of in-
quiry, how far the discovery of reli gious
truth may be impeded or promoted by
this disposition of the pub lic mind.
Perhaps it may be ^>und , that when an
inquire r believed his eternal hap piness
to depend on his success, the intensit y
of his interes t would not be favoura ble
to cal m and impartial examination .
It is, however, a question into which
I shall not enter— I mere ly not ice the
fact. *

* Cert& quidem qu&que de re quisque
aut al teram m par tern j udicio inclinat
aut ambigit. Qui ambi git autem si per-
isuasus >sit in erro re certum salutis posi-
turn discrime n esse cum non sit , nn irno
const eraabitur , Quae constcrnatio tan tu tn
abest tit ju dicio quicquam conferat ad
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The true test for ascertaini ng the
liberalit y of any age or country is, to
ofoserve the degree of temper and mo-
derati on exhibited on those topics by
vVhich it is powerfull y excited . I am
afraid that if we are thus trie d, it will
be found tha t we have much to learn .
I know that in considerin g political
questions we must recollect that they
are not mere ly speculat ive. If I be-
lieve that I am oppressed by my adver-
sary, the anger which is raised in my
mind results fro m my view of his ac-
tions . It is tr ue, that we do not suffi-
cientl y ana lyse our feelings ; we often
carry the indignation which is justly
felt towards one man whose actions
are bad , to another , whose only fault
is agree ing with the first in political
opinions .

And this leads me to my last point.
Assuming, as I have done throug hout ,
that opinion ought to be fettered by no
legislative enactments , it still remains
a question , how far we may in pr ivate
Kfe discountenance doctrines which
appea r to us pregnant with mischief,
by shunnin g those who profess them.

It must be admitted , that the rights
of individuals and of society rest upon
very different grounds. If I shun a man ,
he may find others to associat e with
him, whose tastes better agree with
his, or who are less fastidious in the
choice of their companions ; but if so-
ciety shun him by law, it must be either
by banis hing him, or by throwin g him
into prison.

The opinions which he holds ar e
either beneficial to societv or they are
injurious , or they are neither the one
nor the other. If they are neutral , we
may put them out of the account.
Whether they are beneficial or injuri -
ous must be matte r of experiment ,
and the proof will be found in the
actions which spring from them. Now
society can ajffhrd to try the experi -
ment. It can patientl y watch their
operation , and if they shall prove by
their results to be injurious , it can
punish the actions which arise fro m
them , and guard against their spread -
ing, by demonstratin g the fa lsity of the

rect& judican dum : ut etiam obsit maxim£ ;
labefactat enira jadicium cali gmemque
offundit oinnis auimi peiturbatio. —Acon-
ivus. Lib. in.

prin ciples on which they are founded.
On the other hand , if they pro ve bene-
ficial , society is reward ed for its for-
bearan ce by the fruit which they yield .

But an individual has not capital
(so to speak ) sufficient to enab le him
to act thus. If he imbibe false prin -
ciples, and act up on them , he may be
irr etrievab lv ruined. If a man should
be induced by a train of sophistr y to
enterta in doctrines which should lead
him to cheat his neighbour of a thou-
sand pounds , the latter sustains a great
injury, and the former is ruined . It is
of little consequence to the pres ent
supposition , whether or not the delin-
quent escapes a legal punishmen t ; he
is lost to the enjoyment of real happ i-
ness—he is reduced to a stat e, fro m
the contem plation of which we shrink ,
and that is all which the ar gument
requir es.

Society, however , is comparativ ely
littl e injured—perhaps benefited. The
fate of the delude d wretch has , per -
haps, operated as a warnin g to others .
At any rate , it has furnished proof to
those who opposed the false doctrine ,
by which they may the more power-
fully resist it.

Fro m these considerations I deduce ,
that when I find a man holdin g opi-
nions which appear to me to have a
direct tendency to bad actions , I have
a right to shun him, both because I
may be injure d by his acts and seduced
by his doctrin es to injure others .

But this reasonin g evidently app lies
only to such opinions as have a clear
influence on action s, and in all cases
it may be set aside by testimony of a
safer kind. Thus if I find , after a
complete inquiry, that a person pr o-
fessing doctrines which appear to me
dan gerous , has , nevertheless , passed a
life of unimpeached virtue , I ought
to conclude that my estimate of the
tendenc y of his opinions is mista ken :
or if I cannot trace any pre tty close
connexion between his theory and
mpral conduct , I ought not to suffe r
mere discre pancy of opinion to destr oy
my intercours e with a perso n whom I
hav e no other reason for avoiding. I t
is har dly necessar y to say, that no one
who confines himself to the society of
those whose thou ghts are only a reflex
of his own, can rationally hope for
improve men t : but it is worth y of re-
mark , that as the opinions of the corn-
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xnunUy must always be made up of
the opinions of individuals, a natio n is
not very likely to frame a liberal code
of laws, wher e the habits of the peopl e
lead them to shun all who differ from
the m.

The custom of judging of men by
any criter ion, except their actions , is
pregnant with incalculable evil ; " By
their fruits ye shall know them /' How
much, of misery would the worl d have
been spared if this divine maxim had
alway s held its due authorit y !

Why are not the princi ples of the
inductive philosophy (of which thi s
rul e is a beautiful epitome) carried into
mora l science ? Why are not the dis-
coveries of Bacon , to use his own
wor ds, ** broug ht home to our busin ess
and bosoms" ?

M. D. H.

On Mira cles. 463

AS Chr istianity is a system of doc-
. trines founded on miracl es, every

attempt to explain their nature and
enforce their credibilit y deserves to be
tr eated with candour . Allow me,
there fore , to offer a few hint s to the
consideration of your numerous read -
ers , which are a summary of those
reflections which have produced in my
mind a belief in the miracles on satis-
factory evidence and rational convic-
tion.

The Foun der of Christianity said to
the Jews , c< The works that I do in
my Father 's name , they bear witness
of me.—If I do not the works of my
Fath er, believe me not. " John x. 25,
37.

It has , however, unfortunat ely hap-
pened , fro m the ideas entertained of
the nature of miracles , that formidable
objecti ons have been made to the truth
of the doctrines founded on them in
ancient and modern times. The Jews ,
believing in magic and the interfe rence
of evil spirits , ascribed our Saviour 's
mira cles to Beelzebub . But as the
pr esent improved state of knowled ge
has rooted fro m the minds of men the
belief in magic, the Chr istian apologist
has not now to combat with this child-
ish supersti tion. Modern objection s
have tak en a different turn , and been
principally grounded on the idea that
mir acles are violations of the laws of
n atur e. Thus Mr. Hume , in his Essay s,
says , " A miracle is a violat ion of the
laws *of natu re ; and as a firm and

unalter able experience has establishe d
these laws, the proof agains t a miracle,
from the very nature of the fact, is as
entire as aay ar gument fro m experi ence
can possibly be imagined." Many of
the friends of Christianit y whose writ -
ings I have consulted , acknowled ge
that miracles are deviations or depar-
ture s from general laws. Mr. Farmer ,
in his Dissert ation on Mirac les,, ob-
serves, " Every sensible deviati on f rom,
or contrad iction to, the known laws of
nature , must be an evident and incon-
testable *miraele/*

Dr. Priestle y, in his Evidences of
Natural and Revealed Religion, has a
short section on the Nature and Use
of Miracles , in which he observ es, that(< thou gh it be wise to establish general
laws, yet occasional deviations from
them may contrib ute more to pr omote
the same end than a perfect unifor-
mity." He then procee ds to point out
the advan tages of these deviations , and
at the conclusio n makes the following
important rem ark :€ * Strictl y speaking, indeed , it is
improper to say the laws of nature are
violated in workin g of miracles , because
they are no more than the effect of an
adequate power in nature exerted . But
this view of miracles by no means
afford s any object ion to the use of them
that is here contended for , since what -
ever demonstrates the interposit ion of
a power super ior to human , must be
referred to the operatio n of God , me-
diatel y or immediatel y, nor is it possi-
ble that any reli gion should have a
stronger sanction than such work s as
these. " *

Supp orted by such authority, I beg
leave to define a mirac le to be a work
superior to huma n power , which God
enables a messenger whom he ha3 sent
to perform in attestation of his divine
mission , by the immediate agency of
physical or mater ial causes . If it be
supposed that no being besides God
ever wroug ht a rea l miracle , which
appears to me to be the truth , the
definition which I have given will not
be mate riall y affected. It is acknow-
ledged they were wroug ht mediatel y
or immediate ly by the power of God .
The question to be considere d is simply
this ,—Was this power exerted in vio-
lation of the laws of nature ?

* Institutes , I. 255.



I shal l endeavour to shew that this
view of miracles is not unphilosophica l,
unscriptural , nor dangerous in its con-
sequences, but likely to prove advan-
tageous to the Christia n cause.

When Lazarus was raised from the
dead, his resur rection , commonly,
though not str ictly and philosophically
speaking, may be considered as a devi-
ation from a genera l law ; for there
exists not in nature a law more general
than the law of fermentation or putre-
faction. It takes place in anima l,
vegetable , and even mineral bodies. It
is the great law by which nature con-
tinuall y destroys her own work s, and
thence proceeds to a new creation .
Now thi s law was prevented from
taking effect in the bod y of Lazarus by
a miracle. But it is well kno wn this
proces s may be prevented , stopped or
accelerated by the skill of man , at
different times and with different views.
When suspended animation is restored
to per sons apparentl y drowned or suf-
focated by some such mean s as are
recommended by the Human e Society,
thi s law is prevented from tak ing effect
in their bodies ; but the members of
this benevolent institution do not con-
sider themselve s as departin g from any
general law. The differ ence bet ween
the resurrection of Lazarus and the
restoration of suspended animation , is
only this—the former was the effect of
a miracle , that is, a competent power
in nat ure exerted by the will of God ;
the latter , the consequence of the same
cause made active by a skilfu l and per-
severing use of means sanctioned by
experience and recommended by suc-
cess.

1 he phrases , " a violation of the
laws of nature ," and " deviation s or
departure s from a general law/' con-
vey no definite ideas to the mind. A
law cannot be said to be violated unless
it be known , nor a rule dep arted from
unless it be und erstood. The causes
which prod uce those effects of which
we have an unalterable experience ,
have hith erto eluded the tests of expe-
rimental philosop hy, and baffled the
reaso nings of human wisdom , " Wher -
ever it is imagined that the laws of
nature are contrad icted , the true stat e
of the case is entire ly mistaken ; for
the laws of natu re continue always the
same ; and wher e the re is any change
in the effect which we observe , the
change is made in the things them*

selves, that is, in thei r essences or
pro perties /' * But perhap s I may |>e
referred to a passage in the Book of
Joshu a which appears , at fii*st view, a
violation of the laws of nature . It is
recorded in Josh. x. 12, 13 : "¦ Then
spake Joshua to the Lor d in the day
when the Lord delivered up the A mo-

m  ̂ « *m _ • m m % » rf* TT 1 _rites before the children of Israel ; and
he said in the sight of Israe l, Sun !
stan d thou still upon Gibeon, and thou
moon in the valley of Ajalon ; and the
sun stood Still, and the moon stayed
until the peop le had avenged themselve s
upon their enemies."

It is well known that the diurn al
motion of the sun and moon is not
real , but apparent , arisi ng fro m th e
revolution of the earth round its axis.
The laws by which the solar system is
governed are so well understood , that
the eclipses of the siin and moon , and
their duration , may be calcul ated for
ages back and for ages to come. To
produc e the phenomeno n of the sun 's
standi ng stil l, the diurnal rotation of
the earth must have been stopped ,
which would have been followed with
consequence s as destruct ive as those
of the general deluge . But Josh ua
was unacq uainted with the princ iples
of astro nomy. He suppos ed the diur -
nal motion of the heavenly bodies to
¦ 1 1 a . , _ ¦ _ _  —~_. 1 X. m %«¦*be rea l, and not mere ly apparent. On
this supp osition there is a peculiar
energy and beauty in his speech :
" Sun , stand thou still upon Gibeon,
and thou moon in the valley of Aja-
lon ." This was the word of Josh ua,1UI1. X HIS W clS LUC VV U1 C1 Ui t/ uo*«i*i*,

and the signal of battle. The armies
engage , and confidence, courage and
Providence on one side, with conster-
nation and dismay on the other , pro-
cured for the Hebrew Qeneral a speedy
and decisive victory . And when the
people had avenge d themselves upon
their enemies, the sun appe ared to be
upon Gibeon , and the moon upon the
valley of Ajalon. By the figura tive
expressions , " and hasted not to go
down about a whole day, and there
was no day like that , before or after
it , that the Lord hearken ed unto the
voice of a man/* the wri ter testifies
his admiration of the splendid event
which he relates. The victory was
comp lete before night separa ted the

* Ben Mord ecai'a Lett ers , Lett. VH .
p- 11-
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combatants. It was the moat brilliant
on record, and gained in the shortest
time. The word which Joshua spake
in the sight of Israel was accomplished.
Viewing this passage as a sublime,
poetical figure, it is one of the most
striking" in the Old Testament. To
those who consider this passage as the
relation of a real miracle, I have only
to observe, that it was wrought in
attestation of the divine mission of no
prophet, in confirmation of the truth
of no doctrine, and that the miracles
of Moses, of Christ and his apostles,
are not liable to the objections to which,
when taken in a literal sense, it is justly
exposed . Let us, for example, con-
sider the miracle of calming the sea,
recorded in Luke viii. To say that
this was a violation of the laws of
nature, would be a departure from
the principles of true philosophy; for
" there is no man so well skilled in the
principles of meteorology as can cer-
tainly foretell the state of our atmos-
phere for the very next day, and yet it
reaches but a few miles from us; we
are unable to judge whether we shall
have fair weather or foul, calm or
stormy, or even from what point the
wind will blow/' * No man has been
able to calculate the latitude and longi-
tude of a storm, the minutes and se-
conds of the duration of a tempest,
or to favour the world with a projec-
tion of the devastations of a future
hurricane. The causes which produce
these effects are unsearchable ; but a
" firm and unalterable experience" has
proved that the effects themselves are
partial. Thunder, lightning and earth-
quakes have been rationally accounted
for on the principles of electricity ; and
winds have been considered as the ef-
fects of heat and cold, by which the
air is rarified or condensed. Those
who attend to these subjects will find
no difficulty in conceiving that there
is in nature an adequate power to pro-
duce the calm snoken of bv Luke.duce the calm spoken of by Luke,
though they must, at the same time,
acknowledge, that to give it activity is
beyond the skill of man .

When Jesus walked on the sea it is
evident that his body must have been
rendered lighter than the water on
which he trod. If it be asked, by what
means ? I answer, without hesitation,

* Keill's Astro. Lect. pref. p. 3.
VO L. XVI. 3 1

I cannot tell. But the means whereby
air-balloohs and many bodies have been
rendered lighter than the lower regions
of the atmosphere, which is of less
weight than water, are well known.

The multiplication of the loaves and
fishes cannot be satisfactorily accounted
for, but by supposing a continued ad-
dition of an homogeneous substance,
otherwise the one would not have been
bread nor the other fish . Or, in other
words, the loaves were multiplied by
the same cause that produces farina in
a grain of wheat ; and the water made
wine, by the cause which generates
juice in the grape ; and that these causes
are material none will deny. The no-
bleman's son was cured of a fever
when Jesus was at a distance. (John
iv. 46.y The cause of fever is as un-
known as that of electricity. But be
it what it may, it is a material one, as
it affects a material body $ and it is
difficult to conceive how it can be in-
stantaneously removed by any other
means than by the counteraction of
another material cause.

Mr. Hume's argument against the
credibility of miracles may be stated
as follows, without lessening its force :< ( A miracle is a violation of the laws
of nature , a violation of the laws of
nature is contrary to a firm, unal-
terable experience. Therefore the
proof against a miracle is as entire as
any argument from experience can
possibly be imagined."

This sophism may be easily detected.
The first or major proposition, which
contains the conclusion, is false. " A
miracle is a violation of the laws of
nature." This Mr. Hume has not
proved, and I believe no man will be
able to prove it, to the end of time-

But I may be asked, of what use are
these speculations ? If not useful, they
are at least harmless. They threaten
to undermine no creed reverenced
among Christians, nor to overturn any
system but the system of infidelity .
The conclave at Rome may adopt them
without endangering the Cardinal's hat
or the Pope's mitre. Indeed, I know
not but they may prove of some use.
They may save the Christian apologist
and the Christian divine the learned
labour and the metaphysical ingenuity
of accounting for variations that never
happened, departures that never took
place, and deviations that never existed.
They may remove fro m the minds of
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mmy tbo&e heav$ loms uOuch preesi
faftttfr ujjon, tfoei#,v whw they consider
Gtq4 aft UPder th$ ae^es^ity of cjeviaj^g
ftom tjie established order of things*and of violatin g th& I^wj8: of nature , to.
gjrojnot^ the. nao^a  ̂ifpp$Qvemen$ of his
ijafion^l creat ures , IJuna g.^ reason Cft&
receive i*q higher glqa^use tho& wheat
it contemplates, Qod a$ giving sxist-,
wee, in his ajl

^
oaa pjshejisive mipd,

to dis,ta#t fiijuri ,%g, andlas ^t^blishing
i&( nature ; suck general laws,^ a,s are
ttjJly adequ ate* without thye lea^t sh#dow>
off a cbroge, *Q aqcompUsl) all the p«*v
gqses of his, will.

When, tjie Diyine Being m considered
as. enabling a, prop het to work mii^cles
by the agency of a competent power
existing in natur e* the nj ind is relieved
from naaiiy perp lexing doubts. The
idea* is, not complex,, and so fag is it
firo m beipg contr adicted, tha t it is con-
firmed by the discoveries of philoso-
pherŝ  When a, metaj, by the action
of fi^e, h&s be^n red u,qed tp a calx or
gl^s§, it njay be revivified , aod recover
all its metall ine prop ert ies by a simple
process known, to, the lowest mechjanic.
And sJiall it he considered ; as, a. viola-
tion of the laws of natu re, if God be
repre sented as enaphng the great arch i-
tect, whom he fore-ord ained to create
all things anew, by a , process for- more
siqiple ap(l expeditious , to calm the
r^e of % stor ixi , to resto re suspend ed
animation , to give vigour and , str ength
to a withered limb, and heal th and
soundness to a diseased body ? No-
thing has more reta rded the pro gress
of religious knowledge so effectually as
the idea, for ages entertai ned and incul-
cated, that the tr uths of Chris tianity
are top sublime for the comprehensio n
of hugenan reaspn. The people have
been exhorte d to believe, but not to
ex&pp inp. Th^t philosophy, the fairest
cjiild of rea son, should shr ink from a
religion thus recommended, is not to be
wondered, at f But itj is to ba hoped that
thi& pwod of the stat ionary, or rather
r^t^Qg

r^id
e m

otion 
of religion , is now

clps.ea 5 t\iaf < her course is direct and
p XP gf jes^ive ; af>d that, ere loqg> tru e
p^U,oSjOBhy: will bow at h^r altar s^assert
hej; honour, a^l defend her cause. Let
n^ot, thgn, the Chiristimi be di^heart-
e^ecL Th

 ̂
Sua of Righteou f3ue ŝ con-

t'mues, tQ ri^e tA it^ m^ridiim altitude ;
th,e clQUflft ^ which ob3cu^re its lustre
giwJ l^^ly vapi^h berfbrei its, all-powerful
6^1̂ . l^o. { Jo ^hu  ̂

cam 
svay tqjt  ̂

with

a. preva iling voice, " Sun, stand tk<Hi
^till ;w for behold k shall '*' sMhe mo*emd more unto the perfect day-.^

BEREANU&.
•MflflBktoM.

46d Le Clerc on the Lmp woSeik qf the Scriptures

Newjjwwt, Isle of* Wight.

I 
HAVE not . the whole of the vor
lumes of yowr Repository a£ \®.v&

to consult, wfietfaei: Mr. Le Ckre ?s
views, upon the Inspi ration of the
Scripture s have ever beep corpmuni r
cated to you or not. They h&ye apr
peered to me to.m^rit o, wider <^lffus ionL
By mezns of th3*t valuably work, a^4to be too interestin g to ; your reader^
not to giv.e pleasure . If your opinion
should be the same, the following
summary of them is much at your
service.

It is found in a, small volume, now,
I believe, very scarce , and first , written
anonym ously, entitled , Five Letter *
concern ing the Inspiration* of the
Scriptures. Traxislated, from the
Frenc h \69Q* Th^y were not orir
ginally printed , in this ; fejj m, but , af^
extra cted from tw>o larg er volumes o£
an epistolato ry kind ; the ft r^t , entit lfid,
The Thoughts or Refleotio m of some
Divines in Holland, upon F ather Si-
mon's Critical Hist&ry of the Old Teŝ
tament ; the second , *A Qefence of
those Thoughts, in Answer to tht
Prior of BolviUe, *

W. S.
<c In the fi r&t place , I believe that

no pro phet>, either of the Old or New
Testame nt, has said ' any thing in the
nam e of God ^ 

or as by his order , which
God had not > effectuall y ordered him
to say ; nor has undertaken * to forete ll
any thing which Gt>d had not indeed
tru ly revealed to him ; and tha t this
cannot be doubte d of witho ut grea t
impiety ;

" In the ' second place-, I believe th at
there is no matter of fact of any im-
portance , related - in the history of the
Old or New Testament , which in eflfeft
is not- true. And ' that , tjrott gh there
may be some slight circumstan ces,
wherein some of tlte histo ria ns were
mista ken ; yet we ought; never the less*
t© look upon that history, in gen^^ l,
as the truest and most "holy history

* The reader will find some account of
these Letter * in our X-I IIth Vol; p» 86.



that ever was Jmblishfed amongst men.
I «hi p ersMR&ed, that tfet>se who wr it
it were very svell informed of all tke£
relate* aftd that they had not the least
intention to deceive us; i&sbmuch that
it was impossible they should fa;li into
any considerable error ; as neither can
we do9 in believing what they hav e sai L̂
And j tha t there may be nd equivoca -
tion , by a matter of importance I mean
ail the commandments tha t the sacred
historians assure us were given to the
Jew s by God ; all the miracles that
are found in the history of the Scrip-
ture ; all the princi pal events in that
history, and , generall y* all the matters
of fact on which our faith is grounded .

" In the third pi«tce, I believe* with
all Christia ns  ̂ that all the doctrin& s
prop osed by the authors of the Scrip-
tures^ to Jews and Christian s to f t t
believed , are reall y and tru ly divi»e
doctrines , although it may be su|)poseid
that they did not inatovsdiate ly itearft
th^em froift heaven : I am as much
persu &ded- as any man , thut thei*e is nt6
sort of re&soi iing made u&& of in the
dogm atical places of tbfe Holy Scrip*-
ture , (where ttoe pro phet s and apo3tles
instruct Us eOac&rnin g the pro mises or
the will of God ,) that can lead us into
error , or into the belief of any thing
that is false, or contrar y to piety*

" I believe, in the fourth place, that
Jesus Chris t Was absolutel y infallible
as well as free from all sin, becausfe of
the Godhead that was always united
to him, and which per petuall y inspired
him : insomu ch, that all that he ta/ught
is as certain as if God himself had
pronou nced it.

" In the last place , I believe that
God has often dictated to the prop hets
and to the apostles the very word s
which they should use. Of this I have
also given some examp les*,

" In thes e things I agree with all
Chri stian divines \ and I belteve, far- ^
ther , as well as th ey, that these fird
heads of our belief may be und eniably
pr oved against libertines and atheists ,
by t iie auth ority of Jesus Christ and
his apost les ; to whom God has born£
testimony by an infinite number of
mirac les, Whi ch are more clearly dfc<-
na taistr able to have been reall y donfcv
than any fact whatsoeve r of foil andfcrl t
history. For exam ple, it may bfc
p*roy$*jj* by ^oeitive testimon ies of tnafc-
|*W of Act* that Je sus Christ did fctaliy
"»« feig&ln ftolB the «tea*L aatt tlmt the

apostles had thfe igrfts of mn?afctes , more
Clearly tliah it can bfe peeved th«ft tevfeir
there was a Roman Emper or calied
Trajan .

" The authorit y df 1̂ e Boly Sdip>-
tUre being thtis settled , I will iieW
shew you wfaerein it seems to lae tha t
the generality of divines are deceived
and in what I am not of their opinion.

" Thefy affirm , that tall that fe in tbe
sacred books , histories , prophecies , &c.
has been immediatel y inspired , both sas
to the ^natter and the words : tho* «H
the books m ̂ the Jews ' catalogue ought
to be reckoned amongst the inspired
books : that when the apostles pfe&ched
the gospel, they were so inspired that
they eould not be deceived, not even in
a thing of no consequence at ali j and
tkat they knew at the very firs t, with -
out any exercise either of reason or of
memory, what they were to say.

" On the contrary , my opinion is,
4hat it is only in prophecies and sbitt ^
other places, as in the serm ons of J estffe
Christ , and where God him self is intro -
duced as speakin g, that the matter dfc
thin gs have been immediatel y revea led
to tn ofee who spoke the m : that the
style* for the most part , was left to
the liberty of those who spoke or writ :
that there are some books that are not
inspired , neithe r as to the matte r/ nor
the wofds , as Job > Ecclesiastes , 8tc. :
that there are some passageB whfch
passion dictated to those that writ
them , as man y curses in the Psalms :
that the sacred histor ian s might com-
mit, as they have actually committed ,
some light faults , which are of no
moment : that the apost les, in prea ch-
ing their gospel or in writin g thsil-
work s, were not ordinaril y inspired ,
neither as to the matter nor the words :
but tha

^
t they had recourse to their

memory or their judgment ^ in declaiifig
what Jesus Christ had taiight them , Olr
fram ing argu ments , or drawing conse-
quence s froiti thence : that the aposttes ,
while they lived, were only looked upon
as faith ful witnesses of what they hftd
seen &ftd heard , and as pel-sons well
instructed in the Christian tfeliifion,
whereof no t>art wtcs Unknown tb thein >
or conteealed by th^m fro m theil- oi^i*-
ples ; but hot as men that p?6&e h&&
and tau ght by perpe tual inspifttticih .
I beltev©4 in<iefed5 that they vraffc &m
d^celv^d in 

any poin t of dootr ine, m&
t?hat it was Very Unlikely ttofef tikbiitA
K& W 3 tecadse the ChrifetTian ̂ llgi  ̂fe
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easy, and comprised in a few articles :
that they pretended not to enter into
deep argumentations, and to draw con-
sequences remote from their princi-
ples ; and, that they never undertook
to treat of nice and controversial mat-
ters, as is plain by reading of their
writings. Or, if it happened sometimes
they were mistaken in any thing, as it
seems to have happened to St. Peter
and St. Barnabas, it has been in things
of small consequence, and they soon
perceived their error, as did these two
apostles. This sort of infallibility is
easy to be conceived, if it be consi-
dered that a man of sense and integrity,
who is well instructed in his religion,
and who does not much enter into
argumentations and drawing of infe-
rences, can hardly err, so long as he
continues in that temper and observes
that conduct.

" This is the sum of what I have
said in my writings concerning the in-
spiration of the sacred penmen ; and
it is herein precisely that I differ from
the common opinion of divines."

. * Agreement of Quakers and Unitarians .

Sir, London, 1821.

P
ERHAPS no circumstance has a
stronger tendency to keep reli-

gious people of different denominations
aloof from each other, than the want of
a thorough and mutual knowledge of
their respective fundamental principles.
We are most of us too apt to form
our judgment of the religious opinions
of others on hearsay evidence, and if
that conveys any thing opposed in rea-
lity, or even in appearance, to our own
religious views, to treat such opinions
and the professors of them with aspe-
rity, coldness, or neglect—and thus
deprive ourselves and them of that
pleasing and profitable intercourse,
which as professing Christians we might
and ought to have with each other.
" Have we not all one Father ? Hath
not one God created us ?" And hath
not he, whose followers we profess
ourselves, declared that it is by our
love one towards another, we shall be
best known as his disciples ? Then
let Christians of every denomination
act like his discip les ; let us lay aside
all little party prejudices; let us freely
and candidly communicate our own
religious opinions, and candidly exa-
mine those of others ; above all, let
us compare them with the pure, un-
adulterated religion of Jesus Christ,

as set forth in the Scriptures, with asincere view to discover the truth ; andI am persuaded, that whatever differ-
ence of opinion may ultimately remain
amon gst Chris tian s, there will be nobitterness of feeling one towards ano-
ther on that account ; but a readiness
mutually to acknowledge, that in
" every nation he that feareth God and
worketh righteousness is accepted withhim : this is a broad, apostolic, Chris-
tian principle, and grants no exception
to the members or any particular sect
or party ; " there is neither Greek nor
Jew, circumcision nor uncircumci-
sion," ̂ 

Roman Catholic, Episcopalian,
Calvinist. Quaker. Mp.thnHist: nr TT ™Calvimst, Quaker, Methodist or Uni-
tarian, «• but Christ is all and in all.
Put on, therefore, as the elect of God,
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meek-
ness, long-suffering ;—and, above all
these things, put on charity r, which is
the bond of perfectness."

I have been led to these reflections by
the following circumstance : a junior
member of the society of Friends (with
whose friendship and correspondence
I am favoured, and of whose liberal
sentiments I cannot doubt) has taken
some pains to convince me, that he
does not hold Unitarian principles, and
with that view forwarded me a sum-
mary of his religious belief or creed,
and, in a subsequent letter, adduced
no less than fourteen quotations, as a
"scriptural illustration" of his opi-
nions. In a parenthesis in this creed
he has expressed his opinion, thou gh
rather doubtingly, that Jesus Christ is
subordinate to God. From this expres-
sion, and the texts chosen as illustra-
tions, I was convinced that he held the
fundamental principles of Unitarians ,
without being' awar e of it> and objected
to them, because on hears ay evidence
he had concluded them to be contrary
to the letter and spirit of the Scrip-
tures.

I t is a matter of importance that
young persons should be so directed in
their first religious inquiries, as to lead
them early to form right notions re-
specting the fundamental principles of
the Christian religion, and I apprehend
these are, that there is one God*—
'< Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is
one Lord," Deut. vi. 4. " I am the
Lord, and there is none else ; there is
no God besides me," Isa. xlv; 5. " To
us there is but one God, the Father/'



1 Cor. viii. 5, the sole Creator, Sup-
porter and Governor of the universe :
<< In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth," Gen. i. 1. <f I
am the Lord that maketh all things ;
that stretcheth forth the heavens alone,
that spreadeth abroad the earth by
myself," Isa. xliv. 24.

That this God, this great Creator of
all things, is the only proper objec t of
religious worship : " Thou shalt wor-
ship the Lord thy God, and him only
shalt thou serve," Matt. iv. 10. " The
true worshipers shall worship the Fa-
ther in. spirit and in truth ; for the
Father seeketh such to worship him","
John iv. 23.

That it pleased God , m his great
mercy and loving-kindness, to send
Jesus Christ into the world to instruct
us in our duty, in the most extensive
sense of the word, and to reveal the
doctrine of a future life. That for his
(Jesus Christ's) obedience unto death,
God raised him from the dead, made
him Lord over all, and hath appointed
nim to be our final Judge, as is ex-
pressly declared in various parts of the
New Testament.

It cannot be denied, that the fore-
going are fundamental doctrines of the
Christian religion ; neither can it be
denied, that they are the fundamental
doctrines of Christian Unitarians ; from
which, it necessarily follows, 1st, that
Unitarianism is (so far as it goes) the
doctrine of the gospel ; and, 2nd, that
every person holding these doctrines is
(so far) an Unitarian 5 and of this class
is my correspondent, as I will further
shew by a few observations on the
texts he has selected, as " scrinturaltexts he has selected, as " scriptural
illustrations" of his opinions, which,
though not intended to illustrate these
doctrines, for the most part really sup-
port them. They are numbered in*, the
order in which he sent them : and if
this communication be thought worthy
a place in the Monthly Repository, I
hope my young friend will also be in-
dulged with a corner in a subsequent
Number, wherein he may not only
animadvert on these observations, but
inay shew us more at large on what par-
ticular points his own religious society
diners from Unitarians.

Illustration 1st. Rev. iv. 11: " Thou
hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure

^
they are and were created."

As this text is intended to provethat God is the creator of all things,

and I adniit the fact, this view of the
subject taiay be dismissed by observing,
that if God created " all things/* he
necessarily created Jesus Christ—and
as every created being is inferior to its
Creator, so Jesus Christ must be infe-
rior to God.

Illustration 2nd. Acts xvii. 28 :
" In him we live, and move, and have
our being."

In whom do we live and move ? In(C God that made the world and all
things therein,*' and will judge it by
that man whom he hath appointed and
raised from the dead, and not in any
inferior or subordinate agent.

Illustration 3rd. Mai. iii. 6 : " I
am the Lord, and change not."

Here God, the creator of all things,
is evidently the person spoken of by
the prophet, who, nearly all through
his book, speaks of the wickedness of
his countrymen the Jews, and in the
preceding chapter, ver. 10, appeals to
them thus—" Have we not all one
Father ? Hath not one God created
us ?" This gives us another opportu-
nity of illustrating the superiority of
God to Jesus Christ ; for we are as-
sured above, that God changeth not—
but Jesus Christ ehangeth ! He was
subject to the common changes and
vicissitudes of human life ; he was a
child, a man, he hungered, he thirsted ;
he underwent many tribulations in this
life, and died a peculiarly painfu l and
ignominious death ; he was afterwards
raised from the dead, and ordained to
j udge the world in righteousness. Can
Jesus then say, " I' am the Lord, and
change not" ?

Illustration 4th . Rom. xv. 4 :
" Whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort
of the Scriptures might have hope/'

This scripture appears inapplicable
to the subject under discussion ; but
the verses immediately following it
strongly illustrate the doctrine that Je-
sus Christ is not God. Vers. 5 and 6:
" Now the God of patience and conso-
lation grant you to be like-minded one
toward another, according to Christ
Jesus ; that ye may with one mind and
one mouth glorify God, even the Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Ch ris t " And
again, ver. 30: *' Now I beseech you,
brethren, for the Lord Jesus' Christ's
sake, and for the love of the Spirit,
that ye strive together with me ih your
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prayers tu CW for me." Here ugaiu
we find God and Jesus Christ spoken
of as two distinct beings, in terms as
clear and full as language can furnish.

Illustration 5th. Gen. iii. 15: "The
seed of the woman shall bruise the
serpent's head." This scripture I also
think inapplicable to our subject.

Illustration 6th. 2 Cor. v. 19: " God
was in Christ reconciling the world to
liimself."

Here Christ appears in his mediato-
rial office , reconciling us to the Father.
Ver. 18: 'c All things are of God, who
hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus
Christ, and hath given to us the minis-
try of reconciliation ;" from which it
appears, that God was in St. Paul and
other men reconciling the world to
himself, in the same munner that he
was in Jesus, though not in the same
degree ; for in the following verses he
says, " God was in Christ reconciling
the world unto himself, not imputing
their trespasses unto them, and hath
committed unto us the word of recon-
ciliation. Now then we are ambassa-
dors for Christ ; as though God did
beseech you by us, we pray you, in
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled unto
God." From all which it evidently
appears that Christ was the minister
of God to us, and not God himself.

Illustration 7th. 1 John v. 7: " There
are three that bear record in heaven,
the Father, the Word, and the Holy
Ghost , and these three are one."

This text lias been admitted to be
an interpolation, not by reputed here-
tics only, but by many learned men
who were deemed orthodox divines.
The Eclectic Review, that grand repo-
sitory of reputed orthodox divinity,
has given it up as untenable. The
very learned Dr. Adam Clarke, and
the late Dr. Doddridge, have both ex-
pressed their doubts of its authenticity ;
and the present Bishop Tomline has
declared it as his opinion that it is
spurious.

It has been omitted as spurious in
several editions of the New Testament ;
viz. by Luther, in his German Version ;
by Erasmus, in two editions ; by AU
dus, Griesbach and Neweome ; it does
not appear in the most ancient ver-
sions ; it is not in any Latin MS. ear-
lier than the 9th century , nor in any
Greek MS. earlier than the fifteen th,
in the old English Bibles of Henry
VUIth, Edward Vlth, and Elizabeth,

it was either printed in small types or
included in brackets, to denote its be-
ing of doubtfti l authority, and was not
printed as it now stands in the gene-
rally-received version, till some time
about the years 1570 or 1580 : there-
fore, with such a weight of evidence
against it, and seeing also that the
doctrine k inculcates stands opposed
to the greater part of the Old and New
Testaments, surely its divine origin
ought not to be insisted on, neither
ought it to be quoted as a standard of
faith, or as a test to determine contro-
versies.

Illustration 8th. John xvi. 28: " I
came forth from the Father and am
come into the world \ again, I leave
the- world and go to the Father."

This text requires very little com-
ment ; for if Jesus came forth from
the Father, then is he not the Father*and consequently not God, but a being
as distinct from God, as any one being
can be distinct from another.

Illustration °<th. 1 John iL 6 : "And
he is the propitiation for our sins, and
not for ours only, but for the sins of
the whole world."

By taking this in connexion with the
preceding verse, we find that Jesus
Christ is described as our " advocate
with the Father :" here again we have
two distinct and separate beings $ one
of whom is our advocate ; he pleads
our cause with the Father ; he was
made the minister of the new covenant
unto us ; by his holy life, and by his
obedience, even unto death, he became
a perfect example to us •> by him
we were instructed in all our essential
duties to God and man ; by the reve-
lation of his gospel, and by the opera-
tion of the spirit of truth on the heart
or mind of man, communicated through
him, we are brought to repentance
and amendment of life, and to a know-
ledge of that " only true God," whom
to know is life eternal. Therefore, as
he is so eminently usefu l to us in a
variety of ways, he may truly be said,
in figurative language, to be propitious
to us, or the propitiation for our sins.

Illustration 10thk Matt* xxviii. I S :
" All power is given unto me in heaven
and on earth ."

This scripture also illustrates the
superiority of God over Jesua Christ ;
for, if all power was given tml># }*****'*it proves , that all po>tfer was mot Ce-
rent in him, or po&^ssed by him in - hft
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own mghf c ; &»<* & ateo proves that he
did not possess afl power from etermty ;
fop as it was* gwea unto him, it neees-*-
sarily fel fe>ws», thatr them must1 have
been* a tkne whet* he did not possess
5$: and as fctot? being* who possesses all
power iifc Ms ovra- right, is superior to
any other beings to whom he ravay dele*
gate any part ef his power ; so in this
sense also God is greatly superior to
Jesus Christ. Again, God possessed
all power f rom eternity, but Jesus did
not, as is shewn above, neither will he
to all eternity, for it is expressly de-
clared, that when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the JSon
also himself be subject unto Him that
put all things under him, that God
may be all in all/' 1 Cor. xv. 28-.
Hence we find, that as the power so
given to Jesus had a beginning, so it
will have an end, and consequently
that he is inferior to the Father, of
whom it was emphatically declared,
" from everlasting to everlasting, tltou
art God."

Illustration 11th. John xiv~ 6 : " I
am the way, and the truth,, and the
life ; no man cometh unto tlie Father
but by me."

True—he is- the way, the medium
through whom, as his disci$lesy, we
have access to the Father by prayer.
On that; point, I suppose, we agree ;
and also on, this, that if Jesus is the
way to the Father, he is not himself
the Father.

Illustration 12th . 1 Cor. xii. 7 :
" The manifestation of the Spirit is
given to every man to profit withal."

On this we are also agreed, provided
it is allowed, as the preceding verses
declare, that although there are " di-
versities of giftSy and differences, of
administrations, and diversities of ope-
rations, it is the same God which, work-
eth ali in . all."

Illustration, 13th, 2 Tim. i. 9 : "His
grace was, given, us. in Christ J«sus
before the w-orld began."

This passage is incorrectly quoted
aad pointed, ami by thus bringing it to
a. close in, the middle of a,sentence, its
meaning h very materially altered ; for,
a& thus quoted,, it appears tov favonu:the Wea, of the pre^exiatence of Christ,which, I apprehend , it was intended toprove ; but it no more proves his pre-exastewe thai* i% proves anrs ; for if
£? . * grace was given us, in (or by)<-hnst Jesus before the work* began,

and' Jfc necessarily ftdtewed that Jesus
pre-exfeted to minister tfeat grace urrto
us, then by the* same method of rea^-
sonMig we mus-tr eenetetde that we pre^
existed to receive it. But this wifl not
be believed, neither fe such a beEef
necessaiy for the explanation of the
text, which appears to me only to
mean that God purposed before the
world began, to save us by his own
graee or favour, through Jesus Christ •
and that this purpose was manifested
by Christ's appearance amongst men,
his teachings, sufferings, death and re-
surrection. This appears to be a ra-
tional interpretation of the text, which
savs, " JBe thou partaker of the afflic-
tions of the gospel according- to the
power of God ; who hath saved us and
called us with an holy calling, not
according to our works, but according
to his own p urpose and grace (or fa-
vour) which was given us in Christ
Jes-us before the world began, but is
now made manifest by the appearing
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath
abolished death, and hath brought life
and immortality to light through the
gospel."

Illustration 14th. Job xxxii. 8 :
" There is a spirit in man, and the
inspiration of the Almighty giveth him
urrders tanding."'

This is the last of my friend's scrip-
tural illustrations, and as I do not
question its truth, and this paper has
extended beyond the limits at first pro-
posed, I shall summari ly observe,

1st. That the texts selected by my
correspondent contain generally the1
primary and fundamental doctrines* of
Unitarianism, as the above plain re-
marks upon them, are designed to
shew.

2nd . That they are in strict unison
with the greater part of the Scriptures,
and more especially with the declara-
tions of Jesus Christ himself, as re-
corded in the New Testament : and,

3rd. That they are very much in
accordance with the sentiments of that
respectable Society of which my friend
is a member, may fairly be inferred
from his making"the selection.

To conclude : I believe that many
in die Society of Friends, as weH as
in- other societies of Christians, are fcc-
ttraily ' believing1 the primary dbfctr&res
of Unitarianism, without beutg aware
of it, and that it only requires a little!
ntdre attention t<* their own primcrjples,
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and a closer comparison of them with
the plain tenor of Scripture doc-
trines, together with the exercise of a
little more of that charity which " hop-
eth all things/* to remove from the
minds of professing Christians gene-
rally, much of that prejudice which
still exists against Unitarianism, and
the doctrines they hold.

Should this paper tend in any degree
to produce that effect, and excite a
spirit of inquiry after genuine Chris-
tian truth , it will be a great gratifica-
tion to

RELLAW.

472 Virtue of Celibacy.

July 19, 1821.
On Mr. Hume's Political Inconsis-

tency as an Historian.
" Though our historian, from his de-

sire of placing the princes of the House
of Stuart in a favourable point of view,
frequently palliates the most exception-
able parts of their conduct ; yet it is but
justice to him to acknowledge, that there
are sundry passages in his history highly
favourable to the general interests of
liberty, and the common rights of man-
kind "

Towers.

A 
FEW of these passages, con-
trasted with others of a different

character, I shall lay before the readers
of the Monthly Repository ', who will
hence perceive that Mr. Hume's most
objectionable statements are refuted
by himself, and that " we have little
reason to app laud our author for his
consistency."

Speaking of Charles I., he says ,
" The king had, in some instances,
stretched his prerogative beyond its
just bounds ; and, aided by the church,
had well nigh put an end to all the
liberties and privileges of the nation/'*
This, assuredly, is no exaggerated
statement ; within a few pages, how-
ever, the same historian remarks, " All
Europe stood astonished to see a na-
tion, so turbulent and unruly, who, for
some doubtfu l encroachments on their
privileges, had dethroned and murdered
an excellent prince, descended from
a long line of monarchs, now at last
subdued and reduced to slavery." +

Mr. Hume, in his narrative of the
trial of Algernon Sidney, observes,
" In ransacking the prisoner's closet,
some discourses on government were
found ; in which he had maintained
principles, favourable indeed to liberty,
but such as the best and most dutifu l

* History, &c. VII. (1793), 220 ; and
see VI. 228, 229, 231.
t Ibid. VII. 225.

Sir,
"^T^OUR Correspondent, Mr. Cor-

_K_ nish, in your last Number, (pp.
390, 391) has pointed out the propriety
of moral restraint in Dissenting Mi-
nisters, as their incomes are in general
small. Now, where to draw the line
of strict duty, in this most difficult and
most important of all questions, is,
perhaps, impossible to know. But any
early marriages, if avoidable, certainly
ought to be discouraged, and the in-
dustry of the young should be stimu-
lated by the prospect of marriage and
easv circumstances in somewhat more
advanced life.

But although this question is dif-
ficult, there is one thing connected
with it which is very easy, and that is
the monstrous and outrageous custom
of laughing at old maids and bache-
lors. That those who have led a more
intellectual life, should be even ridi-
culed by the more sensual, shocks every
moral feeling. Chastity, and even celi-
bacy, is so excellent in society, that a
marked respect should be paid to it ;
and I fear the reformers did not view
this subject correctly.

Besides, single men have been the
most useful and the most illustrious of
their kind , and so have single women
too, in every age of the world. Find
we amongst the married men, names
more illustrious than those of Pascal,
Fenelon, Newton, Barrow, Leighton,
Latimer, Lardner, Watts, Fothergill,
Hume, Spinoza, Adam Smith, and ten
thousand more ? The sensual call sin-
gle men and women selfish—as if mar-
riage were ever contracted from a pure
sense of duty ; as if sensual pleasure
were not purely selfish ! If we cannot
improve in our morals, we may im-
prove in our reasoning ; and if we can-

not make the virtuous happy, we can
at least yield them respect and admi-
ration. On the question of the self ish-
ness of single persons, both male and
female, I will simply declare my ex-
perience, and that is, that they have
been found by me, the most generous
and benevolent of human beings.

A MARRIED MAN.



subjec ts in all ages have been known
to embrace ; the original contract , the
source of power from a consent of the
people^ the lawfu lness of resisting ty-
rants, the preference of liberty to the
government of a single person." * To
this representation, who that deserves
the name of an Englishman can ob-
j ect ? It is the representation, never-
theless, of an historian, who stigmatizes
certain writings of " Rapm Thoyras,
Locke, Sidney, Hoadly,"&c. as "com-
positions the most despicable both for
style and matter " ! f

Of Charles II. this writer acknow-
ledges that he was " negligent of the
interests of the nation, careless of its
glory, averse to its religion, jealous of
its liberty, lavish of its treasure."—
The admission is less astonishing than
the manner in which Mr. Hume at-
frAmnts to n ualifv it : for he adds.tempts to qualify it : for he adds,
"Yet may all these enormities, if fairly
and candidly examined, be imputed,
in a great measure, to the indolence
of his temper ; a fault which, however
unfortunate in a monarch, it is im-
possible for us to regard with great
severity." In a paragraph, which al-
most instant ly follows, the historian
intimates, that Charles II. had an " ap-
petite for power :" and he confesses
that this monarch's " attachment to
France, after all the pains which we
have taken, by inquiry and conjecture,
to fathom it, contains still something
mysterious and inexplicable."J What-
ever mystery existed on the subject,
has been completely solved. §

Concerning James II. Mr. Hume
asks, " What was wanting to make
him an excellent sovereign ? A due
regard and affection to the reli gion and
constitution of his country . The sin-
cerity of this prince (a virtue on which
he highly valued himself) has been
much questioned in those reitera ted
promises which he had made of p re-
serving the liberties and religion of the
nati on. It must be confessed , that his
reigu was almost one continued invu-

* History, &c. VIII. 197.
t Ibid . VIII. 323.
t j bid. VI II. 212. Nor is Mr. Hume

consisten t with himself in his views of O.t romvveU's character. VII. 286, 290.
See Hume , VI II. 32, 41 ; the Ap -pendix to Fox's Hist, of James II. ; and theu/e of William Lord Russell (4(o.) p. 63.

sion of both."* Truth and justice
required this acknowledgment, which
comes, notwithstanding, with an ex-
tremely ill grace from the man who,
in the account of his own life, tells U9
that " it is ridiculous to consider the
English constitution before" the Revo-
lution " as a regular plan of liberty ."f

In the ridicule which, according to
Mr. Hume, such an opinion merits,
my readers will perhaps be content to
share, together with individuals who
have diligently studied the history of
the English constitution. Let me refer,
in particular, to Bishop Hurd's excel-
lent dialogue on the subject : and I
more gladly make this reference, be-
cause justice has not always been done
to the Prelate's consistency as a poli-
tical writer. \

What shall we finally pronounce of
Mr. Hume in this character ? Dr.
Johnson said of him, that " he was a
Tory by chance." §J J 

i\T
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On Ir ish Protestant Dissent.
Sir, Cork, July 14, 1821.

I 
AM emboldened to address you on
the above importan t subject, from

having observed the lively interest you
take in Transmarine Unitarianism. A
part of Irish Protestant Dissent conies
under that head, and perhaps the per-
sons holding the opinion that the
" Lord their God is one Lord/' might
be granted the benefit of some consi-
deration and inquiry, if not on the jus t
ground that aid should be first afforded
at home, let it be, because the history
of religious feeling in Ireland would , it
drawn from different pen s, be a curious
document in your journa l. More im-
perative ly I would require, if it is of
importance that a school of religious
freedom should flourish in this island ,
if an altar, from whence the flame of

* History, Sec. VIII. 306*.
f  Ibid. I. p. xi.
X The question is wel l considered , and

satisfactoril y determined , in IWon. Repos.
III. 460—162, and in Extracts from the
Dia ry of a Lover of L iterature , (1816,)
p. 71. It were to be wished, however,
that the animated Postscript in the ori-
ginal edit ion of the Dialogues (1/59) had
been retained in the subsequen t impres-
sions.

§ Beswell'a Life of Johnson, (ed. 3,)
IV. 202.

vu ^ xvi. 3 q



truth will hurs t forth on the zealous,
if ^ sanctuary where the gathering of
God's people will encourage the timid,
if a rallying place for the bold few who
are rebels against the tyranny of mind,
is of any value ; encourage the spirit
that exists amongst us, but which is
held only " by them that are scattered
abroad upon the persecution that arose
about Stephen :" in fact, we want unity
in act, we possess it in spirit. Let
English Unitarians lend their aid to
bring these divergent rays to a focus,
and the light will be glorious like the
glory of heaven ; for now, though
truth sitteth on many like fire, yet they
are not " all with one accord in one
place."

To enliven the languid course of
Irish Dissent, to change into running
waters^ the dull stream of ignorant
supineness, which in its lazy, lethean
tide is stealing away the very memory
of Christian honesty and independence,
send us English Missionaries ; let
them be men fearing God , and not
fearing man ; let them not have their
love of God with respect of persons ;
kit them be bold enough to say, with
the independent apostles Peter and
John to the rulers of the people and the
elders of Israel, even though they should
straitly threaten them, that they speak
henceforth to no man in this name,
** We cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard ; and
whether it be right in the sight of God
to hearken unto you more than unto
God, judge ye/' Ireland is ripe for
an extensive reform on the subject of
religion ; but active leaders are wanted ,
the harvest trul y is rich , but the la-
bourers are few ; send ye labourers
into the vineyard .

I believe the Unitarian College at
York has sent Missionaries beyond the
seas, bearing the good news of the un-
corrupted gospel ; * I would inform
that body, that their zeal and chari ty
would be as necessary in Ireland, and
they would have a speedier return
of satisfaction in witnessing the fruits
of their labours . It may startle some
of our gentle Irish Presbyterians to
hear of their church being- deficient in
teachers, when some very small eon-

* In this our correspondent is mis-
taken :s the object of the York College is
limited to education. En.

gregations are afforded two pastors, to
perform duties by no means equal to
those executed by a majority of curates
in the Church of England. It is not
the number of pastors, but the kind,
that requires improvement amongst us!
Our stated clergy are not at all calcu-
lated for the purposes to which a mis-
sionary is designed ; we have a royalsxonary is designed ; we nave a royal
grant to pay our ministry, this in part
makes them independent of personal
exertion , and, moreover, binds Irish
Dissent to the State, making it " a
part and parcel5' of the civil establish-
ment of government.

Most of our meeting-houses main-
tain an establishment, the weight of
which brings the expenditure so close
on the income, as to prevent our being
independent in property, and pecuniary
dependence soon extends itself to the
mind. Under these circumstances we
cannot afford to give offence. Now
our Saviour says, that many will be
offended for his sake *y but here we carry
the apostolic charge, cc be courteous/'
in high opposition to the freedom
wherewith Christ hath made us free.
But what takes away the manly cha-
racter from Irish Dissent, is the en-
tire nonentity of the what is in other
churches doctrinal teaching. Our meet-
ings contain all the grades of opinion,
from Bishop Magee's high orthodoxy
to Mr. Belsham's low heterodoxy ; in
consequence, our ministers are ex-
pected, if they preach doctrinally at
all, to give sermons of so serpentine a
nature, as to insinuate themselves into
the likings of all these religious vane-
ties : the result is, that where Unita-
rianism among us resists, in a minis-
ter, the overpowering temptations to
Latitudinarianism which surround it,
the teacher who, if independent, would
fearlessly give it to us, is gagged by
the objections of the orthodox and
semi-orthodox, which, aided by the
policy, peacefulness and unproselyting
disposition of Irish Humanitarians,
wrap up religion in a napkin, and
mere nothing is preached to us all the
year round. This cautious coldness,
this guarded watchfulness, to prevent
the public fro m discovering that many
Dissenters are Unitarians in Ireland,
pervades our wfrole polity, the effect ot
which is, that our children are not
catechised in their own meeting, an<1
premiums, gilt Bibles, general exarnm&-
tions, the Lord Bishop's notice of bota



par ents and children, &c., are doing
for our youthful members what timi-
dity and fashion have done for man y of
the elder ones.

Neither can the disputed points of
scripture be commented on or ex-
plained in our pulpits ; so that , in fact,
unless Iris h Dissenters can be sup-
posed to be born with the innat e ideas
of religion, as far as their clergy dare
to act, Seneca might have been a Chris -
tian of such a kind ; cold moral s and
gener al doctrines being all that even
the more alert of them communi cate
to thei r flocks. Now while this con-
tempt or fear of prope r activit y is in-
dulged in, the Established Churc h part y
of Presby terians , those who would wish
to keep our meeting-ho uses still what
they have been this number of year s,
namely, chapels of ease to the Churc h
of England , presu me to attribute to the
tacit Unitarianis m which is amongs t
us, a decline in our congregat ions.—
It is true we have less holyday and lady
Chr istian s at our worshi p than we had
when we pleased every body and pleased
nobod y; even the repo rt of things un-
seen has shocked the ignorance and
prej udice of many who came to Pres-
byterian meetin gs, becaus e they never
heard any thing that gave offence , and
the service being short , they were out
in time to walk ; but these are all we
have lost. I fearlessl y assert , that
private communication and Eng lish
tracts , with the virtuous avowal of Uni-
tarian sentiment s by one " Israelite
indeed , in whom there was no guile/'
has saved a church that would, in all
proba bility, have amal gamated with the
national establishment. But if the
meetin gs had declined , could any one
want a reason for it , with so many ob-
vious ones ? Is it not wonderful how
they have not fallen before the host of
enemies ? We, ourselves , first as foes
by a disgracefu l sup ineness , would not
even atte nipt a combat with a church
possessed of the influence of fashion ,
power , and every popular attraction ,
&dd to which, the recent ly-acquire d
energy into which that unwieldy corpo -
ra tion has been whipped by the galling
activity of its surest foe, the Meth o-
dist esta blishment. Presb yterians do
not believe Presbyteria nism cap able ofsuch a contest ; or if they do, they shunand decry controversy, becaus e they^ould rat her religion should brin g
Peace than a sword . But it is only

crying peace, peace , wher e there is no
pe^ee, to them who think gold canno t
bear the fire and will not bring it to the
fu rn ace. Thus we liot mn&f do not mike
convert s, but we lose our own members',
not to every wind of doctrin e, but to
every frown of power , every blandish -
ment of fashion. With these facts
before me, I believe our regular clergy
are not the instru ment s calculated
for establishing flourish ing Dissenting
churches ; zeal would be their ruin ,
because it is their wisdom to be neither
hot nor cold on any doctrin e distin guish-
ing Dissenters from the Church they
dissent from . And can any princi ple
or body live by chance ? At the present
state of religious inquiry and religious
zeal, shall we be the only ignorant , the
only careless ? No, no, religion is a
warfare 5 send us then leaders who will
fight the good fight .

And now as to a providen t mode of
perfor ming th is business , a lecture r
who would be partl y supported for one
year by the Unitarian Fund , might be
appointed to lecture in Cork on one
evening in the week , the most conveni-
ent to his hearers , or on Sunday morn -
ings, from eight till nine o'clock ; in
Kinsale , where a meeting -house and
property belong ing to Presb yterian s
was , though I do not know what has
become of the m, in the evening of the
3ame day ; and in Bandon on some even-
ings in the week. A moderate sub-
script ion , say 10s. per annum ,, might
be paid by all ad ults who wished to
hear him- Another lecturer might
take the county of Waterfo rd district ,
and a third the county of Dublin . They
would not have to pay for meetin g-
houses, for Latitudinari an s have at least
the virtue of liberalit y, so that I thin k
the lecturers will get the loan of our
houses when unoccupied -y if not , pub -
lic rooms may be had at moderate
charge s. After a year 's exer$o»» each
union would , I think , support its mi-
nister, if he united the popular duties
of teachi ng the children of Unitarian s
the grounds of their Relief ; giving the
whole counsel of God, and not keeping
back . Such exertions ought to main'*
tain young, active men , as well as a
North- American or East -Indian Mis-
sion , and be as honourable , husi emoo-
luments being the test imony of Iris
indus try.

J. M'CREADY.
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Ash f ord. Kent >Sir , August S , 1821.
YOUR correspondent V. M. H. (p.

218) seems desirous of knowin g
" wha t became of the paroc hial re-
gisters fra med under the governm ent of
Oliver Cromwell ." To this , as a gene-
ral question , I can give no satis factory
rep ly; but I can inform him of the
fate of one of them , viz. the register
that was the n kept in the parish of
Bethersden , in Kent.

This register , which I have myself
seen by favour of the present vicar , is
still in the number of the register books
of the said parish , and is in a good
state of preservation. Its tit le is as
follows : " The Register of all the Mar -
riages , Births , and Burials , within the
Paris h of Bethersden , since the 29th
Day of September , 1653." The first
entry , which is that of a birth or chris -
tening, bears the date of Octobe r ,
1653 ; but fro m the tenor of the title ,
as well as from some other internal
evidence , it seems likelv that the book
was uot procured till the beginnin g of
the following year , and that all the
previous entries were then inser ted at
once from memorandums. The last
entries bear the date of October , 1660.

The chas m in the regular reg ister cor-
responds to these dates , commencin g in
September , 1653, and termina ting in
October , 1660. In the chas m there is
inserted a memorandum , by the first
vicar tha t was instituted after the
Restoration , statin g that the tempo -
rary register was then in his possession,
thou gh previousl y it had been kept by
an officer called the Parish Register.

In the entries of marri ages, the banns
are not said to have been publish ed in
the church , but in the public assembl y
(which was held , as I suppose , in the
church) on thre e Lord' s days ; and in
one case they are said to have been
publis hed on three market days . The
marri age ceremony was performed for
the most part by a Justice ; but in one
entr y it is said to have been performed
by the minister pf the parish.

The above is the only register of this
sort that I have ever either seen or
heard of, though it is likely that man y
others are still in existence, and in the
custody of the incumbents or church-
wardens of the parishes to which they
respectively belong.

If you should think that this account

of an individual register has any chance
of being acceptable to your corres-
pondent , I will than k you to give it
a place in your Repository .

A. C.

No. CCCLXXXI.
The f irst Reception g iven to the p ious

and elegant Mora list, Francis Hut -
cheson, as a P reac her , in his Fa ther 's
neighbourhood.

(From " Stuart 's Historical Memoirs of
the City of Armagh .")

After six years spent in study at
Glasgow, he returned to his na tive
country , and preached as a probationer
before various congregations , some of
which were highly pleased with his
eloquent discourses , while others totall y
disapproved of his doctrines . At Ar-
magh, his father , who laboured under
a slight rheumatic affect ion, deputed
him to preach in his place, on a cold
and rainy Sunday . About two hours
after Francis had left Ballyrea , the
rain abated—the sun shone forth— the
day became serene and war m—and
Dr. Hutcheson , who found his spirits
exhilarate d by the change , felt anxious
to collect the opinions of his congrega-
tion on the merits of his favourite son,
and proceeded directl y to the city.

/tlow was he astonishe d and chagrined
when he met almost the whole of his
flock coming from the meeting-house ,
with strong marks of disappoi ntmen t
and disgust visible in their counte-
nances ! One of the elders , a nat ive of
Scotland , addressed the surp rised and
deeply mor tified father thps : " We a*
feel muckle wae for your mishap ,
Reverend Sir ; but it canna be con-
cealed . Your silly loon, Fran k, has
fashe d a? the congregation wi' his idle
cackle ; for he has been babbling thi s
oor about a gude and benevolent God,
and that the sauls of the Heath ens
thenasels will gang to heaven , if they
follow the light o* their ain consciences.
Not a word does the daft boy ken,
speer or say about the gude auld com-

fortable doctrines of election, reproba-
tion, orig inal sin; and fa ith. Hoot
mon, awa * wi' sic a fellow." J
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Ar t. I. — € i  The Pre cepts of Jesus the
Guide to Peace and Happiness , ex-
tra cted f rom the Books of  the New
Testamen t ascribed to the Four
E vangelists, with Trans lat ions into
Su ngscrit and Bengale e " Cal-
cutta , printed at the Baptist Mission
Press. Circular Road . 1820.

Ar t. II. —The F riend of India . No.
20. February , 1820. Seram pore ,
printed at the Mission Press. 1820.

Art . III. —An Appe al to the Ch r istian
Public , in Defence of " The Pre-
cepts of Jesus." By a Friend to
Truth. Printed at Calcutta. 1820.

PTHH E first and last of these pam-
JL phlets , thoug h published anony-

mously, are known to be the prod uc-
tion of the celebr ated Ram Mohun
Roy ; of whom an. account has alre ady
appeared in our pages. [XIII. 299
and 512. XIV. 561—569, XV. 1—7.
The pub lication which stands second
in the list , contains an ar ticle attri -
buted to the Rev. J. Marshm an , ent i-
tled , " A Christian Missiona ry 's Re-
mar k s on ' The Precepts of Jesus /
&e." Appended to this article are
some observations fro m one of the
Editors of the Friend of India ; and
these seem in some measure to have
called forth the very able and spirited
appeal contain ed in the third pamp hlet .
The whole form s one of the most re-
marka ble cont roversies that ever arose ;
and its interest to Unitarian Christians
can hardl y be exceeded by any thin g
that has occur red of late years . The
distin guished character of both the
princi pal parti es ; one so eminent for
the noble stand which he has mad e
against the long established idolatry
and gross superstition of his countr y-
men ; and the other , admirable for the
disinter ested labours of many years in
the cause of Christianit y in India —the
scene of the controversy, Calcutta , the
capita l of that vast empire which in-
volves the inter ests of sixty millions of
the human race, and especiall y the
re mar kabl e testimony borne by such a
man as Ram Moiiun Roy, to the trut h
or value of those ^princi ples which Uni-
ta rians regard as the essential and

charac teristic doctrines of Chri stianity ,
confer upon these publications a claim
to our greates t attention , and afford
room for most important reflections .
The Editor of the Friend of India ap-
pears to antici pate the inter est which
Unitarian s will feel in th is controversy,
and in a strai n of misre presentation
which is unhappily too common , en-
lar ges upon the advantage which he
imagines thay will tak e of it:

€C It is well known," says he, " that in
Britain and on the Continent there are
many, who, while they do not openly deny
him , earnestly wish to degrade the Re-
deemer of the world to a level with Con-
fucius or Mahomet, and to contemplate
him as the Teacher and Founder of a sect,
instead of adoring him as the Lord of all,
the Redeemer of men, the Sovereign Judge
of quick and dead. These viewing the
Compiler of this work as a man new to
the subject, and not yet biassed (as they
term it) in favour of any system of doc-
trine, will insist on his being far more
likely to discover the genuine meaning of
of the Scriptures, than those who, edu-
cated in a Christian country, have been
conversant from their youth with the
generally-received interpretation of scrip-
ture ; and , giving him full credit for having
examined the whole of the Sacred Writ-
ings in the closest manner, will be pleased
beyond measure to find , that by the tes-
timony of an intelligent and unprejudiced
Heathen , they have in Jesus Christ a
teacher who cannot search the heart,"
&c.—P. 29.

Whether this is pr ecisely the grou nd
of the satis faction which Unitarians
will undoubtedl y experience on the
present occasion , must be left for the
Unitarians themselve s to declare. It
is probable that they are not so unfu r-
nished with the princ iples of interpre-
tation as to look for confirm ation of
their own views of cont roverted pas-
sages of scripture , from the explana-
tion which an Indian Brahm un may
give of them . This is not the kind of
testimony which they will expect f̂ ^m
Ram Mohun Roy \ nor does he ptetehd
to affo rd it. Whether he has perused
any of the wr itings of Unitariafll |j |6e8
not appear. In all pro bab ility;$ie is
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unacquainted with them. And, how-
ever extraordinary his powers, it can-
not be expected that he should enter
sufficientl y into the criticism of the
New Testament to determine the sense
of the difficult passages connected with
the Trinitarian controversy. To re-
quire his opinion of these parts of
scripture, or to insist upon his taking
certain definite views of their import,
would be highly unreasonable. And
yet, such is the influence of human
systems, that because he declines en-
tering upon the discussion of questions
that have been the subjects of continual
controversy in the Christian world ;
the Friend of India entirely withholds
from him the appellation of Christian,
and considers his publication as calcu-
lated to do serious injury to the cause
of truth.

It might have been supposed that
the vvork of a learned Brahmun, sent
forth amongst his countrymen with a
title like this, "The Precepts of Jesus
the Guide to Peace and Happiness,"
would have been hailed by " a Chris-
tian Missionary " as most auspicioustian iviissionary, as most auspicious
to his own undertaking. Even if the
work had not been in every particular
unexceptionable, it might have been
expected, that this would rather have
been kindly suggested, than made a
prominent subject of animadversion.
An intelligent Hindu who shews him-
self, at all events , a friend to Christi-
anity, and who makes it his object, at
the expense of much obloquy and per-
secution on the part of his country-
men, to disp lay the excellence and
value of Christian precepts, could
hard ly count upon meeting with rebuke
and reprehension from the Christian
Missionaries in India. Though he
should appear not to estimate suffi-
ciently the historical testimony in fa-
vour of Christianity, (and do the bulk
of Christians enter into any accurate
investigation of it ?) this is not altoge-
ther inexcusable in .one who, in all
probability, has had few opportunities
of verifying the historical records of
the New 1 estament, by a comparison
with other histories relating to the
same period. If it could be proved,
indeed, that he himself rejected the
evWnte- of the miracles of Christ, it
wolp b£ doing him no wronff to with-
hoJp from him the name of Christian ;
but o£ this we think the- pamphlets

before us do not afford proof ; and as
he is indignant at the application to
himself of the term Heathen, which he
describes as a violation of truth, cha~
rity and liberality, there appears every
reason to believe that he is, in the
honest persuasion of his own mind, a
Christian, and entertains no doubt of
the divine authority of Jesus, and the
truth of the Christian revelation. If
so, it is to the honour of Christianity
that so distinguished an inquirer after
truth can for himself discover in the
instructions of Christ, that which com-
mends itself to his admiration and re-
gard : nor can it fail to gratify Unita-
rian Christians to find that the doc
tnnes of the New Testament, as un-
derstood and received by them, produce
conviction in the mind of such a man,
and in the degree in which they are
known to him, induce him to the cor-
dial reception of Christianity, whilst
the doctrines which they reject, and
with which he has the best opportunity
of becoming acquainted, produce no
conviction, and, as far a3 they operate,
impede his persuasion of the truth of
Christianity.

But it is time to proceed to a more
particular examination of the pam-
phlets which have suggested these re-
marks. The first, which contains
eighty-two pages, exclusive of the In-
troduction, is entirely composed of the
discourses of Jesus, taken from the
four Evangelists, but principally fro m
the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
Upon this the Christian Missionary
makes the following remark :

" The extracts from the Gospel of
Christ's beloved disciple, who has re-
corded his Master 's sublimest dogmatic
sayings, which had been passed 6ver by
the other Evangelists, fill scarcely four
pages, whereas those from the Gospel or
St. Mat thew fill thirty-five, and those
from the Gospel of St. Luke thirty-two
pages,"

The extracts from St. Matthew's
Gospel contain the whole of the Ser-
mon on the Mount, the greater part
of the tenth and thirteenth chapters,
the whole of the eighteenth, from the
3rd verse of the nineteenth to the 28th
verse of the twentieth, from the 23rd
verse of the twenty-first to the end of
the twenty.third, part of the twenty-
fourth, and the whole of the twenty-
fift h chapter ; besides a number of
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shorter passages. From St. Luke 's
Gospel, several of the paralle l passages

.the para bles of the Good Samaritan ,
the Pr odigal Son, the Phari see and
Publican, and some others . The ex-
tra cts from St. John 's Gospel are as
follows : iii. 1—21 ; iv. 23 ; vi. 27 5
viii. 3— 11 ; ix. 39—4 1 ; xv. 1—17-

Pr efixed to the whole is an Int roduc-
tion of four pages, from which we
make the following extracts :

" A conviction in the mind of its total
ignoran ce of the nature and of the spe-
cific att r ibutes of the Godhead , and a
sense of doubt respecting the real essence
of the soul, give rise to feelings of gre at
dissatisfaction with our limited powers ,
as well as with ail human acquirements ,
which fail to inform us on these interest-
ing points. On the other han d, a notion
of the existence of a supreme superin-
tend ing power , the Author and Preserver
of this harmonious system , who has orga-
nized and who regulates such an infinity
of celestial and terrestrial objects ; and a
due est imation of that law which teaches
that man shoul d do unto others as he
would wish to be done by, recon cile us
to human nature , and tend to render our
existence agreeab le to ourselves , and pro-
fitab le to the rest of mankind . The for-
mer of these sources of satisfactio n, viz.
a belief in God , preva ils generall y ; being
derived either from traditi on and instruc -
tion , or from an attent ive survey of the
wonderful skill and contrivance displayed
in the works of nature . The latter , al-
thoug h it is partiall y taug ht also in every
system of religion with which I am ac-
quai nted, is princi pally inculcate d by
Christi an ity. This essential characterist ic
of the Christian religion I was for a long
time una ble to distinguish as such, amidst
the vario us doctrines I found insisted
upon m the wr itings of Christian authors ,
and in. the conversation of those teachers
of Chr istianity with whom I had the ho-
nour of holding communication. Amongst
those opinions the most prevalent seems
to be, that no one is justl y ent itled tothe app ellation of Christian , who does notbelieve in the divinity of Chris t and ofthe Holy Ghost , as well as in the divine
nat ure of God, the Father of all creat edbeings. Man y allow a much greater lati-tude to the term Christian , and consider
*t as compr ehending all who ackno wledgethe Bible to conta in the reveale d will ofyod, however they may differ from others
*n their inter pr etations of partic ular pas-
sages of scri pture ; whilst some require

!"om him who claims the title of Chris -ton , only an adherenc e to the doctrinespt Chr ist , as tau gh t by himself , witho utinsisting on implicit confidence in tho se

of the apostles , as being, except where
speaking from inspiration , like other men,
liable to mistake and error. " . . . j

After remarkin g on the difficulty- of
advan cing any new reas onings in mat ter s
of cont roversy, and expressing his opi*
nion , that to those who are not biassed
by prejudice , a simple statement of the
respective tenets of different sects may
be a sufficient guide to direct their
inquiries in ascertaining which of them
is the most consistent with the sacred
traditions , and most acceptable to
common sense ; he proceeds as fol-
lows :—

" For these reasons I decline entering
into any discussion on those points , and
confine my attention at * present to the
task of laying before my fellow-creat ures
the words of Chris t, with a transla tion
from the English into Sungscri t and the
language of Bengal. I feel persuad ed,
that by separatin g fro m the other matte rs
cont ained in the New Testam ent , the
moral precepts found in that book , these
will be more likely to produce the desi-
rab le effect of improving the hearts and
minds of men of different persuasi ons
and degrees of understanding. For his-
torical and some other passages are liable
to the doubts and dispute!*6f Free-think -
ers and Anti -christians , especiall y mira -
culous relations , which are much less
won derfu l than the fabri cated tales han d-
ed down to the nativ es of Asia, an d con-
sequentl y would be apt at best to carry
little weight with them . On the contra ry,
mora l doctrines , ten ding evidentl y to the
maintenance of the peace and harmony
of mankin d at large , are beyond t he reach
of metap hysical pervers ion , and intelli gible
alike to the learned and the unlearned.
This simple code of reli gion and morali ty
is so admirabl y calculated to elevate
men's ideas to high and liberal notions
of one God, who has equall y subjected
all livin g creatures , without distin ction
of cast , rank or wealth , to change , dis*-
appo intment , pain and deat h ; and ha&
equal ly admitted all to be par takers of
the bountiful mercies which he has la-
vished over nature ; and is also so well
fitted to regulate the conduc t of the hu-
man race in the discharg e of their variou s
duties to Ood , to themselves, an d to
societ y, that I cannot but hope the best
effects from its pro mul gation in the pre -
sent form ."

To the sentiments contained foJjhjs
Introduction , the " Christian MfflKr -
ar y" makes many object ions ; somm' f̂
which , cert ainl y, appear well founed

^but the greater par t are very abl y, arid;
we think , successfull y rebutted in the
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" Appeal." A course of extracts fro m
each of the publications wiU ^-enable
our readers to judge for themselves.

" All those ," says the Christian Mis-
sionary , *' who feel a concernment for
the enlargement of the empire of tr uth
and virtue , wiJl rejoice to see a collection
of a part of the sayings of Christ , pub-
lished by a respectable Hindoo , who ,
though he has uot though t fit publicl y to
pro fess himself the author , will yet easily
be recognised as such , by all who have
not been inatte ntive spectat ors of the
face of the sk y on the reli gious hor izon
of Bengal . The more generall y the gra -
cious word s which proceeded out of the
mouth of him who spake as ' never man
spake ,' are divulged , the more men will
be excited to inquire into the cha racter
of that great prop het , and the nat ure of
that religion , of which he is both the
author and the chief object . Alth ough
it was by no means the only, nor even
the most importan t design of Christ 's
mission to instruct mankind : for he him-
self has declared , that the design of his
coming was * to give his life a rans om for
many ;' (wherefore he has directed us to
his apostles for fuller instruction in the
way of salvation ;) yet there is no funda-
mental truth of the gospel which is not
either explicitly^ taught by him , or which
may not at least be easil y deduced from
his words. "—" According ly, if the re-
spected author of the Comp ilation , which
has given rise to these remarks , had con-
fined himself to publishing the words of
Christ , without depreciating the value of
other part s of the insp ired writings , he
would have been free from all blame , and
my pleasure on seeing the publication in
question would have been unallo yed by
any sensations of an opp osite nature .
But I was sorry to find that this was far
from being the case. The very title-
page, the Introduction , and the work
itself , are ev identl y written und er the
supposition that onl y the moial prece pts
contained \n the New Testament are of
real importanc e ; nay, t he author ven-
t ures to intimate , in the Intro duction ,
th at the dogmatical and historical matter ,
though of thi s by far th e greater part of
the whole consists , so far fi om being
necessary for the inst ruction , guidance
and comfort of mankind , is rather calcu-
lat ed to do inj ury ."

e

He here quotes part of the passage
which we have already given from the
Intr oduction, and observ es , cert ainly
with a great deal of justice,

" I am utterl y at a loss to conceive ,
hotfr a reasonable map can imagine that
the silly nur sery stori es, which form the

substance of the Hindoo religion and li-
terat ure, can in 'any wise diminish ih e
weight which the well-authentica ted nar-
ratives of the beni gn and highly signifi-
cant miracles of the holy Jesus cany with
them."

He next objects to the statement,
that a belief in the existence of God
(in the genuine sense of the word) is
generally prev ailing ; but even grant-
ing it to be so, " This/' says he,

" Is by no means sufficient to make us
t rul y happy. For the correctest notions of
the Divine attributes do not fur nish us
with an answer to these two most impor -
tant questions , without a satisfact ory so-
lution of which no true peace of mind
can exist : 1. "How may I obtain the
forgiveness of my sins, and the favour of
God ; and , 2. How may I obtain stre ngth
to overcome my sinfu l passions and lusts ,
and to keep the commandments of him
whom I am bound to obey ? Now, as
the historical and dogmatical part of the
Chris t ian Scri ptures gives the only satis-
factory information on these two points
which is in existence , it is clear that this ,
so far from being comparativel y useless,
or even calculated by its association with
the moral precepts to diminish the effect
of the latter , is just that which makes
them practicable and t rul y useful/'—
" The most distinguishing feature of
Christianity, therefore , is not , that it con-
tains the most complete and perfect expo-
sition of the moral law , but , that it shews
us how ' God may be just , and yet the
justifier of the ungodl y ; ' and it is no
small recommendation of the teacher s of
Christ ianity, with whom the author pro-
fesses to have had inter A)urse , that , keep-
ing in view the peculiar glory of tha t
reli gion whose ministers they are , t hey
did not lead him to conclude that it was
little more than a good system of mor a-
lity. "

After some other remarks he pro-
ceeds thus :

"¦ For the se reasons 1 cannot but gre at ly
disap prove the plan upon which the au-
thor has acted , because it is founded on
the rad ical ly false suppositio n , t hat th e
moral say ings of Jesus , even if re par a ted
from the dogmas pro pounde d by him, are
able to * guide us to peace and happ iness.'
It is undoubtedl y the ne phi s ultra of ar -
rogance to presume that we poor , weak ,
sinfu l mortals are better quali fied to judge
what soi t of instruc tion is necessary or
advantageou s for the happ iness of man-
kind than the Son of God himself , who
never gave the least hint that he at tr i -
buted less import ance to th ose of his
say ings which are of dogmatica l, th an to
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those which are of an ethical nature.
Nay, such a sentiment debars, according
to the author's own principles, those who
entertain it , from every j ust claim to the
name of a Christian, even in the most
Latitudinarian sense of the word, in which,
as the author says, it designates one who
« adheres to the doctrines of Christ as
taught by himself/ "

These are the most material of the
" Christian Missionary's remarks."
Of the observations of the Editor of the
Friend of India it will only be neces-
sary to quote the following :

<c This work," says he, " while it fur-
nishes an overwhelming proof of the
truth and excellence of the Sacred Scrip-
tures, since an intelligent Heathen, whose
mind is as yet completely opposed to the
grand design of the Saviour's becoming
incarnate , feels constrained to recommend
the Precepts of Jesus to his countrymen,
as the Guide to Peace and Happiness ;
the manner in which this is done, as is
jus tly observed by our highly esteemed
corresponden t, may greatly injure the
cause of truth ."

We now come to the third pamphlet
on the list, " An Appeal to the Chris-
tian Public, in Defence of the ' Pre-
cepts of Jesus/ " written, undoubtedly,
by Ram Mohun Roy. The first sub-
ject of his animadversion is the pas-
sage which we have just quoted.
" Before I attempt ," says he, € < to in-

quire into the ground upon which the
objections to the work in question are
founded , I humbly beg to appeal to the
public against the unchristianlike, as well
as uncivil manner in which the Editor
has adduced his objections to the com-
pilation , by introducing personality, and
apply ing the term of  Heathen to the Com-
piler. I .say unchristianlike manner, be-
cause the Editor, by making use of the
term Heut7ieny has, I presume, violated
truth , charity and liberality, which are
essential to Christianity in every sense of
the word. For there are only two me-
thods by which the character of the Com-
piler as a Heathen, or as a believer in
one true and living God, can be satisfac-
torily inferred. The most reason able of
the two modes is to confine such inqui -ries to the evidence contained in the sub-j ect of review, no mention of the nameof the Compiler being made in the publi-
cation itself. Another mode, which is
obviously inapplicable in such discussions,is to guess at the real author, and toinfer his opinions from a knowledge of
hj s education or other circumstances,with respect to the first source of evi-

dence, the following expressions of the
Compiler's sentiments are found in the
Introduction."

After some quotations he proceeds :

" These expressions are calculated, In
my humble opinion, to convince every
mind not biassed by prejudice, that the
Compiler believed not only in one God,
whose nature and essence is beyond hu-
man com prehension, but in the truths
revealed in the Christian system. I should
hope neither the Reviewer nor the Editor
can be justified in inferring the heathenism
of the Compiler, from the facts of his
extracting and publishing the moral doc-
trines of the New Testament , under the
title of a * Guide to Peace and Happi-
ness'—his sty ling the Precepts of Jesus,
a code of religion and morality—his be-
lieving God to be the Author and Pre-
server of the universe—or his considering
those sayings as adapted to regulate the
conduct of the whole human race in the
discharge of the duties required of them."
—P. 3.

" With respect to the latter mode of
seeking evidence, however unjustified the
Editor may be in coming to such a con-
clusion , he is safe in ascribing the collec-
tion of these precepts j o  Ram Mohun
Roy ; who, although he was born a Brah-
mun, not only renounced idolatry at a
very early period of his life, but published,
at that time, a Treatise in Arabic and
Persian against that system ; and no
sooner acquired a tolerable knowledge of
English, than he made his desertion of
idol worship known to the Christian world
by his English publications ; a renunci-
ation which, I am sorry to say, brought
severe difficulties upon him, by exciting
the displeasure of his parents, and sub-
jectin g him to the dislike of his near, as
well as his distan t relations, and to the
hatred of nearly all his countrymen for
several years. I therefore presume that,
among his declared enemies, who are
aware of the.se facts , no one who has the
least pretension to truth , would venture
to apply the designation of Heathen to
him ; but , I am sure, that the respect
he entertains for the very name of Chris-
tianity, which the Editor of the Friend of
India seems to profess, will restrain him
from retorting on that Editor, although
there may be differences of opinion be-
tween them that might be though t suffi-
cient to justify the use towards the Edi-
tor of a term no less offensive. The
Editor, perhaps, may consider himself,as
j ustified by numerous precedents amongst
the several partizaus of different Christian
sects, in applying the name of Heathen
to one who takes the precepts of Jesus
a? his principal guide in matters of reli-
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gious and civil duties ; as Roman Catho-
lics bestow the appellat ion of here tics or
infide ls on all classes of Protestants , and
Prote stants do not spar e the title of
idolaters to Roman Catholics ; Trinita -
rians deny the name of Christian to Uni-
tar ians, while the latter retort by stigma-
tizin g the worshipers of the Son of Man
as Pagan s, who adore a created and
dependent Being. Very different conduct
is inculcated in tlie precept of Jesu s to
J ohn , when , complaining of one who per-
formed cures in the name of J esus, yet
refused to follow the apostles , he gave a
rebuk e, saying, * He that is not against
us is on our part/ Mark ix. 40. The
Compiler having obviously in view at
least one object in common with the
Reviewer and Editor , that of proc uring
respect for the precepts of Christ , might
have reasonabl y expected more charit y
from the professed teachers of his doc-
trines. The Comp iler of the Precepts of
Jesus will, however , I doubt not , give
pre ference to the guidance of those Pre-
cepts , which justif y no retaliation even
upon enemies , to the hasty suggestions
of human passions , and the example of
the Editor of the Friend of India. "—
P. 6.

2. In answer to the remark of the
Reviewer , that the supposition of the
moral sayings being sufficient for sal-
vation , independent of the dogmas , is
radicall y false ; he says,

" If , indeed , the Reviewer unde rstands
by the word mor al, what rel ates to con-
duct only with re ference to man , it
cannot app ly to those precepts of Jesus
that teach the duty of man to God ;
which , however , the Reviewer will find
included in the collection of the Precepts
of J esus, by the Compiler : but a slight
attention to the scope of the Int rod uctio n
might have convinced the Reviewer that
the sense in which the word moral is
there used , whe ther ri ghtl y or other wise,
-js quite general , and app lies equally to
our conduct in reli gious , as in civil mat-
ters."—P. 6.

" It is, however , too true to be denie d,
that the Compiler of those moral precepts
separated them from some of the dogmas
and othe r matters , chiefly under the sup-
position, that they alone were a sufficient
guide to secure peace and happiness to
mankind at large—a position that is en-
tirely founded on, and supporte d by, the
express aut horities of J esus of Nazareth —
a denial of which would imply a total
disavowal of Christ ianity. Some of those
authorities , as found amongst these pre-
cepts, here follow : Matt. xxii. 37 z * J^sus
said unto him , Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart , and with all

thy soul, and with all thy mind. This isthe fir3t and great Command ment . And
the second is like unto it , Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself. On these
two commandmen ts hang all the law and
the pr ophets / He also quotes Mar k xii. 29
—34 ; Matt. vii. 12; Luke x. 25—28. The
Saviour meant , of course , by the word s
law and prop hets, all the commandments
ordained by divine autho rity, and the
reli gion revealed to the prop hets, and
observed by them ; as is eviden t from
J esus's declaring those command ments to
aiFord perf ect means of acquiring eterna l
life, and directing men to follow them
according ly. Had any other doctrin e
been requisite to teach men the road to
peace and happ iness, Jesus could not have
pronoun ced to the lawyer , f This do, and
thou shalt litre.9 It was the chara cteris tic
of the office of Christ to teach men, that
form s and ceremonies were useless tok ens
of respect for God , compared with the
essential proo f of obedience and love
toward him, evinced by the prac tice of
benevolence toward their fellow-crea -
tures . The Compiler , finding these com-
mandments given as includin g all the
reveale d law , and the whole system of
religion adopted by the prophets , and re-
established and fulfilled by J esus himself,
as the means to acquire peace and happi -
ness, was desirous of giving more full
publicity in this country to them , and to
the subsidiary moral doctrines that are
introdu ced by the Saviour in detail.
Placing, also, implicit confidence in the
truth qf his sacre d commandments , to
the observance of which we are directed
by the same teacher , (John xiv. 15 , * If
ye love me, keep my commandment a/)
the Compiler liever hesitated in declaring,
that a belief in God , and a due regard to
that law , * Do unto others as you would
wish to be done by,' render our existence
agreeable to ourselves and profitab le to
the rest of mankind. It may now be
left to the public to judge , whethe r or
not the charg e of arroga nce and pr esump -
tion which the Reviewer has imputed to
the Compiler , under the idea that he pr e-
ferred his own jud gment to tha t of the
Saviour , be ju stly app licable to him."—
P. 10.

3. la rep ly to the objection , tha t
the Precep ts of Jesus do not fu rn ish
information on two impor tant points,
as above stated, the Author extra cts
fro m the same compilation , '* a few pas-
sages which will, he hopes, satisfy the
respect ^ Reviewer on these points. Sec
also the para ble of the Prodigal Son,
where the mercy of God is illustra ted,
by the examp le of ia gathe r pard oning
the transgre ssions of his repenting sow.
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Numerous passages of the Old and New
Testament to the same effect, which
might fill a volume, distinctly promise
us that the forgiveness of God and the
favour of his divine majesty may be
obtained by sincere repen tance , as re-
quired of sinners by the Redeemer. As
to the second point, that is, How to be
enabled to overcome our passions, and
keep the Commandments of God—
we are not left unprovided for in that
respect, as our gracious Saviour has
promised every strength and power
as necessary consequences of earnest
prayer and hearty desire. Matt. vii. 7*
11: Luke xi. 9.»—P. 12.

4. " The Reviewer imputes to the Compi-
ler, error in exalting the value of the moral
doctrines above that of the historical facts
and dogmas contained in the New Testa-
ment. This imputation y I humbly main-
tain, can be of no weight or force against
the authority of Jesus himself, Matt. xxv.
31, &c. And, apparently to counteract, bv
anticipation, the erroneous idea that such
conduct might he dispensed with, and
reliance placed on a mere dogmatical
knowledge of God or of the Saviour, the
following declaration seems to have been
uttered : Matt. vii. 21 : * Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord I Lord ! shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he
that doeth the will of mv Father who is
m heaven.' Neither in this nor m any
other part of the New Testament can we
find a commandment similarly enjoining
a knowledge of any of the mysteries or
historical relations contained hi these
books.
" We are taught by revelation, as well

as education , to ascribe to the Deity the
perfection of those attributes which are
esteemed excellent amongst mankind.
And , according to these ideas, it must
surel y appear more consistent with the
justice of the sovereign Ruler, that he
should admit to mercy those of his sub-
j ects who, acknowledging his authority,
have endeavoured to obey his laws % or
ahewn contrition when they have fallen
short of their duty and love ; than that
he should select for favour those whose
claims rest on having acquired particular
ideas of his nature, and of the origin of
His Son, and of what afflictions that Son
may have suffered in behalf of his people.
If the Reviewer and Editor will continue
to resist both authority and. common
sense, I must be content to take leave of
them with the following words : (Lukexviii :) « And he said unto him, If theyhear not Moses and the Prophets, neitherwill they be persuaded though one rosefrom the dead/ "—P. la.

5. " The Reviewer observes, with every
mark of disapprobation, that the Com-
piler has intimated in the Introduction,
that, the dogmatical and historical matters
are rather calculated to do injury."

After some remarks on the keen dis-
putes and bitter persecutions which
have arisen among Christians in regard
to dogmas, our author says,

" Besides, the Compiler, residing m the
same spot where European Missionary
geutlemen and others, for a period of
upwards of twenty years, have been, with
a view to promote Christianity, distri-
buting in vain amongst the natives, num-
berless copies of the complete Bible writ-
ten in differe nt languages, could not be
altogether ignorant of the causes of their
disappointment. He has seen with regret
that they have completely counteracted
their own benevolent efforts, by intro-
ducing all the dogmas and mysteries
taught in Christian churches, to people by
no means prepared to receive them ; and
that they have been so incautious and in-
considerate in their attempts to enlighten
the natives of India, as to address then*
instructions to them in the same way as
if they were reasoning with persons
brought up in a Christian country, with
those dogmatical notions imbibed from
their infancy. The consequence has been*
that the natives in general, instead of be-
nefiting by the perusal of the Bible>
copies of which they always receive gra-
tuitously, exchange them very often for
blank paper 5 and generally use several of
the dogmatical terms, in their native lan-
guage, as a mark of slight, in an irreve-
rent manntr ; the mention of which is
repugnant to my feelings. Sabat, an
eminently learned, but grossly unprinci-
pled Ara b, whom our divines supposed
that they had converted to Christianity,
and whom they pf course instructed in all
the dogmas and doctrines, wrote, a few
years ago, a Treatise in Arabic against
those very dogmas, and printed himself
and published several hundred copies of
this work ; and another Moosulman of
the name of En a' et Ahmud, a man of
respectable family, who is still alive,
speedily returned to Mohunacmudani&m
from Christianity, pleading that he h^id
not been able to reconcile to his under-
standing, certain dogmas which were im-
parted to him,"—P. 19.

" About three years ago, the Compiler,
oft his visit to an English gentleman;, who
is still residing in the vicinity of Calcutta,
saw a great number of Christian jctyoiveJFts
with a petition* which they in tended to
present to the htgke&t ecclesiastical autho-
rity," (J>r; Middleton, we presuifcie J " sta-
ting that, their teachers, through false pro-
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mises of advancement, had induced them
to give up their ancieiat religion. The
Compiler felt indignant at their presump-
tion, and suggested to the gentleman as a
friend , the propriety of not countenancing
a set of men, who, from their own decla-
ration, were so unprincipled. The Mis-
sionaries themselves aae as well aware as
the Compiler, that those very dogmas are
the points which the people always select
as tne most proper for attack , both in
their oral a»d written controversies with
Christian teachers ; all of which, if re-
quired, the Compiler is prepared to prove
by the most unquestionable testimony."
—P. 21.

" Hindostan is a country , of which,
nearly 3-5ths of the inhabitants are Hin-
doos, and 2-5th s Moosulmans. Although
the professors of neither of these reli-
gions are possessed of such accomplish-
ments as are enjoyed by Europeans in
general, yet the latter portion are well
known to be firmly devoted to a belief in
one God, which has been instilled into
their minds from their infancy. The
former (I mean the Hindoos) are, with a
few exceptions, immersed in gross idola-
try, and in belief of the most extravagant
description respecting futurity, antiquity,
and the miracles of their deities and saints,
as handed down to them, and recorded in
their ancient books. Weighing these cir-
cumstances, and anxious, from his long
experience of religious controversy with
natives, to avoid further disputation
with them, the Compiler selected those
precepts of Jesus, the obedience to
which he believed most peculiarly re-
quired of a Christian, and such as could
by no -means tend, in doctrine, to excite
the religious horror of Mohummedans or
the scoffs of Hindoos . What benefit or
peace of mind can we bestow upon a
Moosulman, who is an entire stranger to
the Christian world, by communicating to
him without preparatory instruction , all
the peculiar dogmas of Christianity ; such
as those contained in Joh n i. 1, ' In the
beginning was the word, and the word
was with God , and the word was God f ?
Would they not find themselves at a loss
to reconcile this dogma to their unpre-
pared underst andings , viz. A. is B. and
A. is also with B ? Although the inter-
pretations given us of such texts by truly
learned and candid divines be ever so
satisfactory, yet to those who are stran-
gers to these explanations, they cannot
be intelligible ; nor can it be expected
frora the order of things, that each can
happily rind at hand an able interpreter,
to whom he can have recourse for an
explanation whenever he may be involved
in difficulties and doubts. But as a great
Hii inber of Missionary gentlemen may,

perhaps, view the matter wi a different
lighj t, and join the Editor of the Friend of
India, in accusing the Compiler, as aa
injure-r of the cause of truth, I doubt not,
that with a view to avoid every possibility
of such imputation, and to prevent o thers
from attributing their ill-success to his
interference with their duties, he would
gladly abstain from publishing again on
the same smbjeet , if he could see in past
experience any thing to j ustify hopes of
their success. From what I have already
stated, I hope no one will infer that I
feel ill-disposed towards the M issionary
establishments in this country. This is
far from being the case. I pray for their
augmentation—and that their members
may remain in the happy enjoyment of
life in a climate so generally inimical to
European constitutions ; for, in propor-
tion to the increase of their number, so-
briety, moderation, temperance, and good
behaviour, have been diffused among their
neighbours, as the necessary consequences
of their company, conversation, and good
example."—P. 26.

" The Reviewer again (p. 29) charges
the Compiler with inconsistency in having
introduced some doctrinal passages into
his compilation. In reply to wh ich, I
again entreat the attention of the respected
Reviewer to that passage in the Introduc-
tion, in which the Compiler skates the mo-
tives that have led him to exclude certain
parts of the gospels from his publication.
He there states, that it is on account of
these passages being such as were the ordi-
nary foundation of the arguments of the
opponents of Christianity, or the sources
of interminable controversies that have
led to heart-burnings and even bloodshed
amongst Christians, that they were not
included in his selection ; and they were
omitted the more readily as he considered
them not essential to religion . But such
dogmas, or doctrinal and other passages
as are not exposed to these objections,
and are not unfamiliar to the .miuds of
those for whose benefit the compilation
was intended, are generally included , in
conformity with the avowed plan of the
work—particularly such as seem calcu-
lated to direct our love and obedience to
the beneficent Author of the universe,
and to him whom He graciously sent to
deliver those precepts of religion and mo-
rality, whose tendency is to promote
universal peace and harmony."—P. 28.

We make no apology to our readers
for having so considerab ly extended
our extracts from this very spirited
defence- It would have been difficult
for us, in the same compass, to have
put them so completel y in possession
of the merits of the controversy. **
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will be seen that this distinguished
foreigner by the acuteness of his rea-
soning, and the accuracy and even ele-
gance of his style, is no mean opponent.
On the other hand , the inherent and
inextricable absurdity of the Calvinistic
scheme has seldom been more strik-
ingly apparent than on this occasion,
when an emineat Christian Missionary
who has all his life been familiar with
such questions, has, in several of the
inost material points, so evidently the
worst of the argument. We axe not
indeed prepared to say, that Ram
j Vfohun Roy (like some in our own
country who are, nevertheless, sincere
Christians) does not understate the
importance and necessity of the doctri-
nal parts of the New Testament : but
this is (in both cases) the very natural
result of the false and irrational views
which have been given of them , and
the undue heat and animosity with
which those views have been defended.

It was stated by the late lamented
Dr. Thomson of Halifax, who first
directed the attention of our readers to
Ram Mohun Roy, that he was insti-
tuting an inquiry to ascertain whether
the Doctrine of the Trinitv is the
Doctrine of the New Testament. The
inquiry, it will be seen, has not ter-
minated in favour of that doctrine.
He is plainly a firm and zealous Unita-
rian. May we be allowed to add, the
cognomen of Christian ? To this very
interesting question we should be most
happy if any one, personally acquainted
with Ram Mehun Roy, would afford
more satisfactory information than is
at present before us. He appears
eminently possessed of the spirit and
temper of Christianity : does he par-
take in its hopes ? Is he expecting the
return of the great Saviour of mankind,
to ful fil his promises ? If it should be
foun d, that he has wan ted a proper
statement of the principles of Unita-
rianisrn to complete his conviction of
the truth of Christianity, we apprehend
that the Unitarians will blame them-
selves for not having taken a more ac-
tive share in missionary labours.

H. T.
Art. II.— Views of Society and Man-

ners in America ; in a Series of
Letters from that Country y to a
Fnend in England , during the
*W, 1818, 1819, 1820. By an
Englishwoman. 8vo. pp. 534.
Longman and Co. 1821.

f  ¦ ^HIS is a very spirited and well-
JL written book. It may be recom-

mended as an antidote t® some recent
poisonous misrepresentations of the
people of the United States of Ame-
rica. The " Englishwoman" is par-
tial to our Trans-atlantic brethren ; but
if rumour assign the work to the right
person, her character is a voucher for
the truth of her pictures, which bear
indeed internal evidence of substantial
accuracy. She has collected many in-
teresting anecdotes of the Americans,
and she relates tj iem with great vivacity.
With all her prepossessions in favour
of that people, she is not blind to their
failings : her love of liberty leads her
to view the slavery that prevails in the
southern states with becoming impa-
tience^ and she concludes her volume
with wishing that the Americans may
realize the conviction lately expressed
to her by their venerable President—
that " the day is not veiy far distant
when a slave will not be found in Ame-
rica."

We copy one entire letter, (the
xxivth,) entitled, '¦* Religion—Temper
of the different Sects—Anecdotes."

" New York, March, 1820,
"My dear Friend,
" Yes, it is somewhat curious to see

how travellers contradict each other.
One says, things are white, and another,
that they are black ; some write, that the
Americans have no religion, and others,
that they are a race of fanatics. One
traveller tells us, that they are so im-
mersed in the affairs of the Republic as
not to have a word to th row at a stranger ;
and another, that they never think about
politics at all, and talk nonsense eternally.
***** may well ask , what he is to be-
lieve ; but lie flatters me too much if he
be willing to refer the matter to my deci-
sion. He niay argue thus however for
himself. If the Americans had no reli-
gion, it is to be presumed that they would
have no churches : and if they were a
race of fanatics, it is equally to be pre-
sumed, that they would force people to go
into them. We know that they have
churches, and do not force people to go
into them, nor force people to pay for
them, and yet they are paid for, and
filled.

" It is impossible to apply any general
rule to so wide-spread a community as
this. Perhaps Selden 's were the best :
'Religion is like the fashion . One man
wears his doublet slashed, another laced,
another plain , bat every man has a dou-
blet. So every man has his religion .
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They differ about trimming.' But we
cannot subjoin another axiom of the
same philosopher : ' Every religion is a
getting religion.' It gets nothing ; and
so, whatever it be, it is sincere and
harmless.

*c Some contend that liberality is only
indifference. Perhaps, as a general rule,
it may be so. Persecution undoubtedly
fans zeal, but such zeal as it is usually
better to be without. I do not perceive
any wan t of religion in America. There
are sections of the country where some
might think there is too much , at least
that its temper is too stern and dogmati-
cal. This has long been said of New
Eugland, and, undoubtedly, the Puritan
ancestry of her citizens is still discernible
as well in the coldness of their manners,
as in the rigidity of their creed. But
it is wonderful how fast these distinc-
tions are disappearing. An officer of the
American navy, a native of New England,
told me, that when a boy, he had sooner
dared to pick a neighbour's pocket on a
Saturday than to have smiled on a Sun-
day. I have siuce travelled through ail
parts of the union, and over a great part
af the world, and have learned, conse-
quently, that there are ail ways of think-
ing ; and I find now, that my fellow-
countrymen are learning the same. You
will conceive how great is the change
wrought in the religious temper of the
Eastern States, when I mention, that the
Unitarian faith has been latterly intro-
duced, and, in some parts, has made such
rapid progress as promises, ere long, to
supersede the doctrines of Calvin. There
were, of course, some vehement pulpit
fulminations in Massachussets when these
mild teachers of morals and simple Chris-
tianity first made their appearance. But,
fortunately, Calvin could no longer bum
Servetus, however much he might scold
at him ; and, having scolded till he was
tired, he laid down the ' drum ecclesias-
tic/ and left his gentle adversary to lead
his flock to heaven after his own way.
This affords, I believe, the only instance
of war waged by American theologians*
since the days of the revolution. Pole-
mics, indeed, is not a science at all in
fashion ; nor ever likely to be so. Where
no law says, what is orthodoxy, no man
is entitled to say, what is heresy ; or, if
he should assume to himself the right , it
is clear that he will only be laugh ed at.
it required, however, sonae years to satisfy
the whole American community of this
fact. Although few cared to contend for
Abe doctrine of the Trinity with the vehe-
mence of the Calvinists of Massachusetts,
&he Unitarians had still some prejudices
<t.o encounter in other parts of the Union.
Philadelphia, and even New York , had
<$heir zealots as well as Boston. In the

latter city, they were few, but perhaps
more noisy on that very account. It is
some years since a Calvin is tic preacher
here exclaimed to the non elect of his
congregation, * Ha! ha 1 you think to
get through the gates of heaven , by laying
hold of my coat ; but I'll take care to
hold up the skirts.' Such an intimation
we may suppose not much calculated io
conciliate the vacillating heretics. The
teacher who points the way to heaven
through paths of peace, and , by the can-
dour and gentleness of his judgments ,
leads us to worship with him a God of
love and mercy, may easily draw into his
fold the children of such a merciless
fanatic.

" American religion , of whatever %sect ,
(and it includes all the sects under hea-
ven,) is of a quiet and unassuming cha-
racter ; no way disputatious, even when
more doctrinal than the majority may
think wise. I do not include the strol-
ling Methodists and shaking Quakers ,
and sects with unutterable n ames and
deranged imaginations, who are found in
some corners of this wide world, beating
time to the hymns of Mother Ann , and
working out the millenium by abstaining
from marriage.*
" The perfect cordiality of all the various

religious fraternities, might sometimes
lead a stranger to consider their members
as more indifferent to the faith they so
quietly profess than they really are. There
is undoubtedly a considerable body scat-
tered through the community, who are
attached to no establishment ; but as they
never trouble their neighbours with their
opinions, neither do their neighbours
trouble them with theirs. The extent to
which this liberality is carried, et en by
the most dogmatical of the churches, is
now well evinced in New England. In
one or two of her theological colleges,
the practice continued, till within some
years, of inculcating one creed exclu-
sively under the protection of the legisla-
ture ; but the legislature have now left
teachers and students to themselves, and
even Connecticut has finally done away
the last shadow of the privileges of her
Congregationalists. it really does seem
possible for fanaticism , or something
very like it, and liberality to go toge-

* " The SAtf&e™, as they are called, emi-
grated to America some forty years ago-
Ann Lee, or Mother Ann , thgjjr spiritual
leader, was a niece of the celebrated
General Lee, who took so active a part
in the war of the revolution. She be*
came deranged, as it is said, from family
misfortunes, fancied herself a second Vir-
gin Mary, and f ound followers, as Joa"?*
Southcotfc and Jemima Wilkinson «»<*
after her/*
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ther. It is not long since, in some of the
New England States , th ere was an edict
in force, tha t no man should trave l on a
Sunday, and this , while all men were
eligible to the highest honour s of the
state let them believe or disbelieve as
little or as much as they might: *

" AHa ding to this edict recalls to me
the adventur e of a Pennsy lvania farmer ,
which, as it may elucidate the good
humour with which this people yield to
the whims of each other , I will repeat to
you. The good farmer was boun d on his
way to Boston , and found himself within
the pre cincts of Connecticut on a Sunday
morn ing. Aware of the law of Calvin ,
but still being in haste to proceed , our
trave ller thought of shifting himself from
the back of his steed into the mail which
chanc ed to overtak e him, and which , ap-
pert aining to the United States , was not
under the law of Connecticut. The drive r
advised him to atta ch his steed to the back
of the vehicle, th inking that when they
shoul d have passed throug h a certain town
which lay before them , the honest farmer
might rem ount in safety ; but , as ill luck
would have it , the citizens were just
stepp ing forth from their doors on their
way to church when the graceless horse
with a saddle on its back , passed before
them. Stopp ing at the inn , a citizen
made up to the side of the vehicle, and
civilly demanded if that horse was his ;
and if he was aware that the Sabbath
was a day of rest , not only by the law
of God , but by the law of Connecti -
cut . The Pennsy lvanian as civilly rep lied,
that the hors e was his ; begged to re-
tu rn th anks in his name for the car e
shewn to his ease aud morals ; and offered
to surr ender the keeping of both , until his
return , to the individual who address -
ed him. f 1 will most willingly lodge the
hor se in my stable , and his master in my
house/ retur ned the other ; « but the
people will not see with pleasure the
beast keep ing the commandments and the
man breaki ng them. ' * Well, fri end ;
then beas t and man shall keep them
together . I will eat your dinner , and he
tfhall eat you r hay ; and to begin thing s
pro perl y, you shall shew him to the stable
and his master to the church / The com-

"* " The Constitutions of two or th ree ofthe stat es require , that the chief officer s
«hall be Chri stian s, or , at least , believe iiv
* God ; but , as no reli gious test is en-weed, the law is, in fact , a dead letter.
% the constitut ion of every state in theUn ion , an affir mation is equal to an oath ;
|t is at the option of the asseverator , eithert0 lnv oke the name of God ,, or to affirm ,under the pains and penalties of the law,ll* cases of br each of faith ."

pact was ful filled to the satisfact ion of all
part ies ; the Pennsyrvanian only allowing
himself, throug h the day, gently to ani-
madvert upon this abridgment of the li-
berties of the citizens of the United States ,
by the decree of the citizens of Connecti -
cut , which might not always be as agree -
able to them, as in this case it w#a to
him ; and depar ted the next morning as-
suring his host that he should be kappy
to repay his hospitality to him or his
friends , whenever either might choose ta
travel his way on a Sunday, or a Satur-
day, or any day of the seven.

*' Some years afterwa rds, standing one
Sunday morning at the gate of his own
farm , in Pennsylv ania , he perceived a man
riding along the- road and driving before
him a small flock of sheep. As he ap-
proach ed, our farmer recogn ized him for
a neighbour of his ci-devant host in Con-
necticut , * Ah, frien d 1 that 's an odd
occupation you are following on a Sun-
day !' « True ,* repli ed the ;man of New
England, * and so I have choaen a bye-
road that I may not offend the scrup u-
lous/ i Yes, friend; but supposing you
offend me ? and supposing, too, that the
Penns ylvania legislature should have passed
a law which comes in force this day, that
neithe r man nor beast shall travel on a
Sunday?' c Oh !' rep lied the other , < I
have no intention to disobey your laws ;
if that be the case, I will put up at the
next town .' ' No, no; you may just put
up here , I will shew your sheep to the
stable and , if you be willing, yours elf to
the church .* This was done accordimrlv :the church .* This was done accordingly ;
and the next morning the Pennsylv anian ,
shaking hands with his Connecticut frien d,
begged him to inform his old acquaint -
ance when he should return home, that
the tr aveller and his horse had not for-
gotten their Sabbath-day 's rest in. his
dwelling, and that , unbacked by a law of
the legislature , they had equally enforced
the law of God upon his neighbour and
his neighbour 's sheep .

"There is a curious spirit of opposit ion
in the huma n mind. I see your papers
full of ana thema s against blasphemous
pamp hlets. We have no such th ings
here ; and why ? Because every man is
free to wri te the m ; and because every
man enjoys his own opinion , without any
arguing about the matter. Where reli-
gion never arms the hand of power , she
is never obnoxious ; where she is seated
modestly at the domest ic hearth , whisper-
ing peace and immortal hope to infancy
and age, she is always respected , even
by those who may not themselves feel the
force of her arg uments. This is trary the
case here ; and the world has my wish,
and , lam sure , yours also, that it may be
the case every where ."
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Protestant Dissenters to any Part of the
Chr istian Ministry is further disproved
and" rejected ; and the regular Episcopal
Succession deduced by a continued and
uninterrupted List of Christian Bishops,
from the Blessed Apostles, Peter, Paul
and John , down to the present Prelates
of Canterbury, York and London. 8vo .
10.?. 6d.

Three Sermons on the XVIIth Article of
the Church of England, preached in the
Church of the School for the Blind , June,
1821. By Edward H ull, M. A., of St.
John 's College, Cambridge. 2s.

Single.
The Importance of Religious Tr uth ,

and the Certa inty of its Uhiversal Diffu-
sion . A Sermon , preached at the Uni-
tarian Chapel , in Parliament Court , Art il-
lery Lane , London , on Wed nesday, J «n<j
13, 1821, before the Suppor ters and
friends of ths, Unitarian Fund. By wu-
liam Hin cks, 12rao. 1*.

NEW PUBLICATIONS IN THEOLOGY
AND GENERAL LITERATURE.
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The Connexion between the Nat ural
Inconveniences and Moral Advantages of
an J n svilar Stat e, preached on Trinity
Monday, J une 18, 1821, before the Corpo -
rat ion of the Tr inity H ouse, in the Parish
of St . Nicholas, Deptford . By C. J. Blom-
field, D. D. 4to. Is. 6d.

The Pre aching of the Regular Clergy
illustrate d and defended, in a Visitation
Sermon , with Copious Notes. By the
Rev. Dr. Holland, Rector of Poynings,
Brighton, and Domestic Chaplain to Lord
Ersk ine. Roya l 8vo. 9*.

Preac hed at the Coronation of King
George IV., in the Abbey Church of
Westminster , Ju ly 19. By Edwar d Lord
Archbishop of York . (By His Maj esty's
Special Command.)

Preach ed in the Chapel of M agdalen
H ospital , Sunday, Jul y 22, 1821, in con-
sequence of the Coronation of His Ma-
jest y George IV. By Edward Rice , A. M.,
Assistant Chapla in. 1*.

The Regeneration of Infants in Bap-
tism investi gated , according to the Doc-
trine of the Church of England : preached
in the Pa rish Church of Wakefield , at
the Annua l Visitation. By Georg e Beckett ,
A. M., Perpetual Curate of Chapelthorpe.

The Feelings excited by Depart ed
Wort h, preached in Dunfermline , May
27 , 1821 , after the Interment of the
Rev. James Husband , D. D. By Henry
Belfrage, Minister of Fa ikirk . 1j .

Preached at St. Michael -le-Belfrey,
York , May 27 , 1821, on the Death of
the Rev. W. Richards pn, Minister of that
Church . By J. Graham. Is.
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tJT t e i
Deat h has again entere d into our

palaces 1 Her Maj esty Queen Caroline
departed this life on Tuesday, August
7 , after a few days * illness, during
which th e hopes and fears of her friends
wer e deeply agitated. She appear ed
conscious fro m the first of her ap-
pr oaching end ,, an d was res igned to
the will of Providence . Her deat h-bed
was a scene of gre at magn animity, and
we trus t we may add , of true Christian
ree ling. Fro m some of her expre ssions
't would appear , that she considered
her self the victim of sorrow. A large
pr oportio n of the people have proved
themselves sincere mourners on this
inelancholy event. Numbers of pul-pits , and in some instances galler ies, ofchurches and chapel s have been hunĝ
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The Doctrine and Spirit of Christianity,
in Refer ence to the Retaliation of Inju -
ries, pre ached at York-Street Chapel ,
Walwort h. By G. Clayton.

Sanctincatio n by the Truth . By James
Harrington Evans , lately a Minister oi
the Establ ishment. 1*. 6d.

The Pastor 's Far ewell, preached in
Tavistock Chapel of Ease , March 25,
1821. By William Uennell Black , lat e
Minister of Tavistock Chapel . Is. 6d.

The Doctrine of the Scriptures re-
specting the Divine Trinity, &c., a Mis-
sionary Lecture at Dover , J une 14, 1821.
By Samuel Noble, Minister of Lisle-
Street Chapel , Leicester Square , London ,
8vo.

A Sermon , shewing the Nature and
Design of the M arri age Union, occasioned
by the late Proceedi ngs agains t the Queen,
To which is added , A Letter to the Rev.
C. W. Ethelston , M. A. By William
Gadsb y. 1.?.

On the Death of the Queen .
A Discourse , on the Death of the

Queen , delivere d on Sunda y Morning,
August 12, by John Clayton , J un ., Mi-
nister of the Pou ltry Chapel.

A Funeral Sermon for Car oline Queen
of England , delivere d at Parliam ent-Court
Chapel , on Sunday, Augu st 19th , 1821 .
By W. J. Fox. 8vo. Is.

Death impartial and inevitable : a
Sermon , delivered on Sunday , 19th inst.,
at the Unitarian Chapel , Sidmouth , on
the Occasion of the recent Death , and as"
a Tribute of Respect to the Memory of
Her late Majesty Queen Caroline. By
M. L. Yeates.
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(Btuten *
r in black , and some few fune ral ser-
s mons have been pre ached ; of these ,
t two, as app ears in our list of books ,
£ have been printed , one by Mr. Fox, and
s the other by Mr. Jo hn ClaVton , Juri .
I Of the polit ical quest ions connected
- with the Queen 's unhappy stor y, we
3 have not allowed ourselves to express
i any decided opinion in this work , nor

shal l we do so now, and there fore we
say nothing of the distressing scenes
presented to the public on the removal
of the Royal corpse from this country :
but we must be allowed to say, that
cold indeed must be his heart , what-
ever be his opinions , who does not drop
the tear of sympath y at the remem-
brance of the Queen 's bitter sufferin gs.
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1821. June 15, Marth a, wife of Jac ob
Hans Busk , iate of Chhagfprd , Essex, now
of Pansbourne Par ky Hert s4 Esq., one of
the daug hter s of the Rev. Jose ph Dawson ,
late of Royds Hail, near Brad ford , York-
shire , deceased.

Did not custom dema nd that a tribute
of respect should be paid to departed
worth , such a tribu te could not have been
easily withheld from the trul y amiable
woman whose decease is here anno unced.
Her excellencies justly claim a memori al
distinct from that which sorro wful recol-r
lection has engraven on the br easts of
her surviv ing friends . She possessed qua-
lities which are not often found united ,
and which gave to her character that
stamp of individuality which does not
always mark even those whom we ju stly
rank among the virt uous and the good.
A sound and well-cultivated understand -
ing was in her adorned by pleasing and
graceful manners , mann ers which , by
blending dignity with court eousness ,
see,med to exhibit the emblem of a mind
in which heroic fortitude was combined
with every thing that is kind and gentle
in the female character , with every thing
that renders an amiable woman the grace
and orname nt of human life. Of her
fort itude , the afflictive disord er which has
prematurel y terminate d her valuable life
called forth the most unequivo cal and
affecting proo fs ; and to her gentler vir-
tues the grie f of her surviving relativ es
bears , and will long bear , a mournful
testimony. To say that she was a most
excellent wife and a most excellent mo-
ther were to say what may be said of
thousands ; but there are few, compara-
tively, of whom it can be said with trut h,
that while formed to move in th e circles
of polished society, they find it no sacri -
fice to ret ire into the shade of domestic
life, there to discharg e duties which,
though felt by the worl d in their effects,
Sitt altogether excluded from its observa -
tion. Btt ft Mrs . Busk's choicest enjoy-
ments were experience d in the bosom of
heir own family. Her ambition , if ambi -
tion she had , was to satisf y the full
demands of conjugal and maternal affec-
tion, and instead of courting pleasure
abroad , she chose to diffuse happ iness at
home. But no qua lities, however estima-
ble, can ward off suffering and death :
and this excellent woman , at the very
tithe when her affectionate advice , her
pru dent instruc t ion and her admi ra ble
example /would have been of most service
to her rising famil y, hag sunk under a
malady for which no effectual remedy has
b^fcti found , and which subdues its vic-
tirti by a more distr essing process than
alW any, otfie* whic£>taU*wj$Jpj mt
the human frame. This malady she bore

with exemplary patience and resignation.That she should have been thus prema -ture ly withdrawn from ratio nal enjoyment
and substant ial usefulness, places ner re-moval among those severe dispensations
of Providen ce which, at pres ent, we caaaccount for only by referring them to the
operati on of general laws, and of which
we cannot hope to see the specific utility
unt il that time when tj^e gran d series of
causes and effects shall be unfolded , and
when the more calamitous events of life
shall be explained , as explained , we trust,
they will be, by the happy issue in which
they will terminate , .

E. 6.

Ju ly 7, after a long and painful illness,
Hanna h, wife of Richard Marti n, che-
mist, of Lewes* in the county of Sussex.
She was younge st dau ghter of the lat e
Joseph Mart en, (farmer ,) of Kingston ,
near Lewes. Becoming a member of the
General Baptist Church of Southover, in
the vicinity of the $bove town , in early
youth , she eminently adorned her Christia n
profession to the end of her lifts, which
termin ated in the 26th year of her age.
She was very zealous for the cause of
truth and piety, and laboured in her
sphere, by every mean s in her power , to
promote them . In social and domestic
life she displayed man y virt ues, and con-
scientiou sly discharg ed her dut ies- She
was tried for several years with much
bodil y affliction , which happ ily produce d
the peaceable fruits of righteousness, In
her lajst protr acted illness* (whicU was a
constitution al decline,) she endu red the
complicated tri al of almost constan t bo-
dily pain , which was often severe , and the
cert ain pro spect of being soon separa ted
from her earthly connexions, to whom she
was tenderly attached by the affection of
a heart peculiarl y feeling and benevolent :
she felt , exquisit ely felt the tria l : J ob
was keenly sensible to his suffer ings nor
did he conceal his feelings : it was so
with her ; but , like that illustri ous suf-
ferer , she was never so affected as to lose
her integrity towar ds God, or ner resign
natio n to his will. Whatever she maui-
fested of her feelings ,, in all this* she
sinned not : she ever confided in the essen-
tial goodness and unerring wisdom of her
heavenly Father ; truly believing that He
did all things well. She often expr essed
her confiden ce in Him, and submission to
all His pleasure : and , as the closing scene
drew near er, her piety incr easingly pre-
vailed and triump hed.

Her friend s are blest with the consol-
ing reflect ion , tha t she died in the Low,
and hope to mdet her , happy, in the p r $-
s«nc* <xf that aavieui* whom mt *•*¥
seen, she nevertheless ard ently lovea,
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f irm ly believing m the record Of his divine
mission aftd amiable character , as given
in the New ifeatrfiiienL :

She was interr ed in the buryi ng-grotind
belonging to fche Southover Baptist Con*
gregatkm ; on which occasion an appro *
priate , solemn, and at the same time ani-
mating, Discourse was preac hed by fche
Bev. Wai. Johnst on, of Lewes, to a
crowded, respect able and att entive con*
gregatkm, on the Christi an's triump h over
death and the grav e, from 1 Corinthians
xv. 55—57- Twe service was introduced
by the Rev. Mr. Taplin , from the General
Baptist Academy, and conclud ed by a
serious, impres sive Address , delivered at
the grave by the Rev. Wm. Johnston .

tending Its ample wing over all the, grada ^
tions of civilized society. He toted op-
pressi on, he abhorred every £pedes of
tyrann y. And , whilst he lamented the
evils attached to the condit ion of man in
the body politic, he welcomed êvery 3y$*p*-
torn of reform ation , and hailed every
amendment that increased the comforts
of his fellow-creatures. In this respec t,
indeed , he was the frien d of human feted ,
the tr ue lover of his country .

" Thoug h he was not a member of any
church , yet his mind was stro ngly imr
pressed with the tr uth - and excellence of
the Christian Religion. He venerat ed the
precepts , and rejoiced in the promis es of
the New Testament , He often wondered
how any human being could speak ligfetly
of ann ihilation: he deemed it abhorren t
fro m all the best feelings of our nat ure.
A fut ure sCate, m hid opinion, was an in-
valuable discovery of the gospel of Je$us
Christ. It solved the difficulties of Pro-
vidence, lightened the calamities. ..of life,
and was commensurate to the wants , as
well as expectations, of intelligent and
moral agents. He exulted in the anti-
cipation of a bles&ed immortali ty ! A
firm believer in relat ion, he deplored
the prevalence of infidelity, persuade d it
arose from corrupt human systems, and
not from the stud y of the Sacred Wr it^
ings : and he was a regular atten dan t on
public worship, in this place , for upwards
of twenty years. He was aware of the
force of public example. His views- of
religious truth were liberal ; advocating
the right of private judgment , and con-
demnin g every appro ach towards bigotry.
Wit h some peculiar notions , he was at-
tached to the great leading trut hs, and
practised the quiet , unostentatious virt ues
of - Scrip tura l Chr istianity.

&£ ^k M^a^a .tf^mw. ^M *-k 4* 1% /¦ «"  ̂
• *-• <""* 4- ^
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estimatin g his intellectua l and moral
worth , thus writes to his affl icted widow,
to the truth of which I can bear testi-
mony : ' For myself, in particular , I shall
never forge t the many acts of kindness
which I have experienced front Mr.
Wiche , nor the many pleasan t hours I
have spen t in conversation with mm.
Your and your childre n's loss is, however,
by far the grea test ; and 1 most sincerely
wish it was in my power to administer
consolat ion. But with the usual * I may
say with the only solid grounds of conso-
lation , you are aft well acquainted as
myself. We are not , like many others ,
unfortunatel y at the pr esent period * wfeo*rejecting revelation* have no othe r grounds
of comfor t than the necessity we am all
uuder of paying th& debt iff nature * We
believe that when me lose our friends,
tta separation will not be long; and tha t
when , we meet again, it mil be to aepatate
uo more V To this testimony I have ogfcy
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July 11, Mr. Thomas Wiche, of Ckis-
well Street9 after a very sudden indisp osi-
tion. He was, the subseq uent Sabbath ,
burie d at Worsh ip Street , by Mr. Eaton,
who delivered an appropriate Addre ss at
his interment. His funera l sermo n was
preach ed by Dr. Evans, f r o m  Luke xii.
40. The account of the deceased was
given by the preache r la the following
wwd& :

" My worth y brother -in-law, the late
Mr. Thomas Wiche, died oh Wednesday,
Jul y 11, 1821, iti die 64th of his age.
Violent spasmodi c affections of the chest
were the means ordained by Provid ence
for the termination of his- mortal course .
He was well the pre ceding day at dinner ,
and the next morni ng a breath less corpse.
So precari ous Ls the tenure on which we
hold not only every eart hly possession, but
even life itself. He was the eldest son
of the Rev. John WSehe, the# beloved
fr iend of Lar dner , and the mudl-respect -
ed pastor of the General Baptist Church
at Maidsto ne, for < near half a century .
He passed the earl y part of life with an
excellent matern al uncle , Mr . Thomas
Pine, but leaving him, he afterward s set-
tled in town. Here, he for several years
assisted the late Mr. Field , bookseller
to the Society f o r  propag ating Religious
Knowledge* Him he succeeded, and dis-
charg ed the duties of hi« stat ion with
singular fidelity. His unders tandin g was
good, his disposition benevolent * and inall his dealings, a man of singula r ho-nesty. Nothing colild tempt him to dewhat ap peared to him wron g. No indi-vidual could lead him astray from thepath of rectitude . He had his peculiarviews and habits , but in every depart -ment of conduct , he exhibited aa irre -
proachable integrity. From his venerablepar ent he deriv ed enlarged notion s of
*jw and Religious Liberty. These hecherished throug hout life. Nothing gave
Sim g.tmtei' P*Mta«»e tW«n to witne ss the«iin*siori «tf human happiness* promotedy tne operation ctf good government ex-

ubzm537
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July 21, at Dr. Williams 's Libr ary , in
Red-C ross Street , London , the Rev, Tho-
mas Morgan , LL.D., in the 69th year of
his age. The disease which brought on
his dissolution had for many months
preye d upon his frame , and was of a most
distres sing nature ; but he supported him-
self under its irresistibl e progr ess with
that fortitude and resi gnation which
Christian faith and elevated piety alone
can inspire , and his memory will long be
dear to those who knew his worth , and
shared his friendshi p.

He was born at Laugharn , a small town
in Carmarthensh ire, South Wales , Dec.
26, 1752, and was the only son of the
Rev. Thomas Mor gan , who resided in that
town , and was minister to a large con-
gregation of Protestan t Dissenters , at a
place called Henllan , in its vicinity • After
a residence of severa l years , Mr. Morgan
remove d with his family into England ;
and settled first at Delf, in Yorkshire ,
and finally at Morley, near Leeds , to
which place he went in 1763. On the
highest ground in this popu lous village,
stands the chapel (formerl y an Ep iscopal
church) in wh ich he officiated , and here
Mr. Morgan preac hed to a numerous and
affectionate congregation , till a paral ytic
stroke ended his labours and his life.
He was a popular preacher among the
moderate Calvinists , and a man of consi-
derable ability and learning. The son
was broug ht up for the same pr ofession
as his father—that of the Chr istian Mi-
nistry ; and this destination of a revere d
parent , became the object of his earl y
choice and approval. He receive d the
advantages of an excellent classical edu-
catio n , princi pally at Batley School , under
the Rev. Mr . Hargrave. He was placed
here in 1764. Afterwards , he was a short
time in the Grammar School at Leeds ,
the Rev. Mr. Brook , Head Master. Wh en
he had nearl y attained his 16th year (1768)
he was entered a student in the college at
Hoxton , near Londo n . This seminar y
was then und er the direction of the Rev .
Dr. Savage , Dr. Ki pp is, and Dr. Rees ;
gentlemen pre-emin ently qualifi ed to fill
the several depart ments of Theology,
the Belles Lettres , and Mathematics , to
which they were appoint ed by the Trus -
tees of the late Mr . Coward , who , at
that time , supp orted two Institution s
for the education of young men devoted
to the Christ ian minist ry, among the Pr o-
testant Dissenters . Under the able tui-
tion of the pro fessors in that college, and
the trul y judi cious and paterna l super -
intenda nce of the resid ent tutor , Dr.
BUfes, Mr. Mor gan continue d six years ,

a year having been allowed him in addi-
tion to the usual course of academical
stud y. Of this favour he made the best
advantage ; and leaving the college with
ample testimonials to his pro ficiency and
good conduc t , he was chosen the assis-
tan t preacher to the Presb yterian con-
gregation at Abingdon in Berkshire , then
unde r the ministry of the Rev . Mr .
Moore .

The resignation of that gent leman, oc-
casioned by age and infirmities , took
place soon after his settlement , and Mr .
Morgan was unanimousl y invited to suc-
ceed him in the pastoral office , and was
ordained at the chapel m the. Old Je wry ,
by the tutors of his college, supporte d by
Drs . Price , Furneaux and Amory . His
service s at Abingdon were well received
and eminentl y useful within the circle of
that small but re spectable congregation
with which he was connected . His
union with this society did not, how-
ever, continue very long ; for on the
death of Dr. William Prio r, the aged
minist er to the .Presbyterian chapel in
Ahffe Street , Goodman 's Fields, Mr.
Morga n was appointed to the vacant pul-
pit , and he filled it with acceptance and
usefuln ess, till the lease of the place
was nearl y expire d, and the congregation
was consequentl y dissolved.

During . the lat ter period of his con-
nexion with th is society, he officiated as
one of the Sunday-evening lecturers at
Salters ' H all , in consequence of the va-
cancy occasioned by the resignatio n of
the Rev. Dr. Rees.

In the year 1783, he was elected a
member of Dr. Williams 's trust ; and in
the spring of 1804, was appo inted to the
office of Librarian , on the condit ion of
resigning his place in the trust ; the office
of librarian being incompatible with that
of a truste e.

No man could be a more prop er per-
son to fill this honourable and importan t
situation than himself. He was well
acq uainted with general literatur e, had
a good knowledge of books, was regular
and punctual in his habits , and never ab-
sent fro m his stat ion during the hours of
busines s, till a few days before his decease ,
when he was compelled reluctantly to
withdraw to a sick chamber , and lay his
head on the pillow of death. In the year
1819, he was presented with the diploma
pf Doctor in the Civil Law , by the Uni-
versity of Aberdeen ; and cert ain ly few
persons have better deserv ed the ran k
which was conferred upon him by tha t
learned body. This honorary degree, m
the scale of literature , was obta ined f or
him by his intimat e friends and associ-
ates , entirel y without his knowledge ;
and was so handsomely, as well as den-
catel y, announced to him, tha t (a» tne
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good husband , an affectionate father , and
a faith ful friend. "



writer of this memoir can attest) he con -
sidered the medium through which he
received the title , to be that which gave
it, in his ( estimatio n, its greatest value ;
but his life was drawing to its close, and
with it the enjoyment of the honour so
deservedly bestowed. His heal th began
to decline, and there is reason to believe
that the death of the late Dr . Lindsay,
to whom he was strongl y atta ched, gave
a shock to his frame which it never reco-
vere d, and brought forward into rap id
growt h, the seeds of that fatal disease
which termin ated his life.

Dr. Mor gan was a man of liberal sen-
timents in religion, a Protestan t Dissenter
on principle, but without bigotr y ; and
in his relations and character , as a man
and a member of society, he was distin -
guished for the love of order and peace,
which he connected with independence of
mind, and a high sense of honour and
integrity. As a minister , one who was
in the habit of hearin g his public dis-
courses , his pastor and oldest friend , who
preache d the sermon on occasion of his
death , has said , " Dr. Morgan was
judicious and instructiv e ; but some have
thought , that had he been less formal aild
somewhat more spri ghtl y and animated
both in his compositions and delivery,
he might have been more acceptable and
popular ; but none could hear him (unless
it were their own fault) without satisfac -
tion an d advantage ." He adds , " No
man ever maintained , mor e uniforml y, a
char acter so consistent with his princi ples
and nrofessirm " Tn tVi p 1a.tf.#»r r>f*riod nfand prof ession." In the latt er period of
his life he was a member of Dr. Rees's
congregat ion, at the chapel in J ewin
Stree t , and a constant fellow-worshi per
ther e, and occasionall y assisted his ve-
ner able friend in his pub lic services .—
As an author , he is before the pub lic in
two separate discourses , which do him
cred it as a divine and a scholar. The
first is a Charity Sermon , preached before
the Governors of the School in Gravel
Lane ; and the second , a Discourse , deli-
ver ed on the 3rd of November , 1799, at
Salters* Hall * But he may be referre d
to on a larg er scale as an historian , in an

* In this Sermon Dr. Morgan has given
an historical view of the rise and progress
and establishment of Chr istianit y ; of the
persecutions to which its earl y pro fessors
were exposed under the Roman emperors ;
°f the state of religion in the dark and
middle ages in different nations of Eu-rop e ; of the Reformation ; of the various
circumstances which led to it ;  and thetr ials and sufferings of the Reformers
themselves.

extensive work of great Value and interest
—" The General Biograph y," in which
Dr. Enfield , Dr. Aikin and others , were
concerned. The difit rlfnfc Lives which he
wrote , (and to which he has added t.he
initial of his surn ame,) will shew with
what car e and jud gment he collected;
examined and arran ged his- materials:
He was also engaged as a Reviewer of
the Forei gn and Domestic Liter ature , in
the New Annual Register , from the time
when the lat e Dr. Kipp is resigned Ms
concern with that work , till the year
1800, and was united in formin g a valu-
ble collection of Hymns for Public Wor -
ship, with Dr. Kippi s, Dr. Rees and Mr.
Jervis , which has been very general ly
adopted by the Pres byterian congregations
throughout the kingdom . Such was Dr.
M organ , as a man , a Christian , a ministe r
of the gospel , and a writer. A near rela-
tion , who offers this memoir of his life
to the publi c notice , and who pays (as he
trus ts) an impartial and just tri bute to
the memory of depar ted worth , will be
allowed to close his account by giving the
expression of his own feelings, and that
of many other survivi ng friends , in the
words of the Roman poet :
Quis desideno sit aut pudor , aut modus
Tarn chari capitis ?
Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit.

Hor.
On Friday the 27th of Jul y, the mortal

remains of our departed friend were
deposited in Bunhili Fields , in the vault
of the late Dr. Willia ms, the founder of
the Library in Red-Cross Street . This
was done in consequence of a resolution
of the Trustees , passe d at their meeting
on the preceding Wednesday ; and which
was communicated to his brother-in-law ,
recentl y appointed the executor to his Will .
The Rev. Mr. Asplan d delivered the Ad-
dreSvS at his funeral. It was an oration
tru ly appro priate , eloquent , affecting and
impressive. Two ministers and two lay
gentlemen supported the pall : these were ,
the Rev. Dr. Rees, bis venerable t utor ,
the Rev. Mr. Coates , J. Young and Joseph
Yallowley, Esqs.

The gentleman last mentioned , his near
neighbour , as he had it in his power , so
he had it constantl y in his inclination and
will, to visit and assist Dr. Morga n in
various ways during his last illness, and
he was with him when he died. " There
is a friend who sticketh closer tha n a
brother. "

The mourners who followed the bod y
to the tomb , were the brot her and ne-
phew-in-law of the deceased , with Dr .
N. Phili pps from Sheffield , a near re lat ion,
and G. Lewis, Esq., one of his oldest
friend s, and others of his former acquain -
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Mrs. Catharine Cappe.
The read ers of the Mouthly Repository ,

who have been so often instru cted and
delighted by the productions of Mrs .
Cappe's peo, will hear with deep regre t
that her labours have been suddenly ter-
minated. She died of an apop lectic sei-
zure, early m the morning of Sunday ,
Jul y 29th , passing, almost without a
struggle or a pang, from the cheerful and
pious enjoyment of this life to that better
world which was the object of her stead y
faith and hope, and. for which she lived
in a constan t state of preparati on. The
public will be speedily in possession of a
rail and just delineation of her character.
by one whom the confidential intercourse
of thirt y years has qualified to speak of
its high and various excellencies ; and she
has left for publication a most interesting
biographical memoir of herself , in which
she has traced the influences to which
she had been exposed from the earliest
period to which memory extended , the
vicissitudes of her lot, the origin and
success of her various undertak ings. In
the mean time, one who enjoyed her
friendshi p ouly in the decline of life may,
perhaps , be permitted to describ e her as
she appe ared to him, and to record a few
circumstances of her person al histor y for
the gratification of those who have hi-
therto known her only thro ugh the me-
dium of her works.

Mrs. Cappe was the daughter of the
Rev. Jeremia h H arrison , M. A. , and was
born on the 3d of June , O. S., 1744, at
Long Preston , in Craven , of which place
her father was rector. When she was
about four years old, he removed with his
family to Catterick , where a considerabl e
part of her early life was spent. By her
mother 's side, who was a grand -daughter
of Sir Rowland Winn , Bart., of Nostel ,
in Yorkshire , she was related to several
families of fortune and ra nk in thi s
county , and m her youth associated much
with them. The polished urba nity which
was united in her manners , with the
higher charm of genuin e benevolence,
was no doubt derived from t his sour ce,
as well as from the influence of domestic
example . Both her father and mother
were persons of exemplary piety and vir«
tue ; Mr. Harrison possessed considera ble
taste and literary cultivation , and the
reader will naturally suppose, that as he
could not fail to remark , so he would
delight to assist in developing the excel-*
lent capacity of his daug hter : but very
different opinions on the subject of female
education pre vailed in the middle of the

last century from those which ar e current
at the pres ent day ; her literary education
was of the simplest kind > and her intellec-
tual improvem ent was chiefly made at alater period of her life. He died, after
being sever al years in declining healtn, in
1763, leaving, besides the subject of this
memoir , a son, destined for the church
whose conduct did not contribut e to the
comfort of his mother and sister, and
who died some years after. Mrs. Harr i-
son's life was pro tracted to the age of 88;
she lived to see the happ iness and honour
which the virtues of her daughter pro*
cured for her , and received from her in
her declining years every kind atten tion
which filial affection and a sense of dut y
prompted.

The death of her father , in what ever
light it may then have beea regarde d by
his dau ghter , gave the whole colour to the
subseq uent periods of her life, and under
the dir ection of that Providenc e which
orderet h all things for the best, was the
means of bringing to light tho$e endow-
ments -which might otherwise have been
useless to the world and unk nown evea
to their possessor. She bad , indeed , dis-
covered in herself the capaci ty of being
somethi ng better than those whom she
saw around her absorbed in the, .pursui t
of riche s and worldl y greatness,, or pos-
sessed by no higher ambition than that of
shining in the ranks of fashion ; she felt
an earnest longing for intellectual culture
and moral improve ment , but she had
hithert o .met with no one to encoura ge
or gratif y this desire ; she had been
taugh t to regard the fields of literat ure
as forbi dden ground to a female, and to
repress even the wish of benevolent acti-
vity, when it wand ered beyond the circle
of domestic duties . The time ba$ arri ved
when she was to be subj ect to more
favourable influen ces ; the successor of
her father in. the vicarage of Catter ick
was the Rev. Theophilus Lind&ey, wlio
had exchanged a living in Dorsets hire
for it , in order to be near Archdeacon
Blackburne , Mr &. Linctsey's stepfath er.
The acquain tance which had previ ously
existed between her and Mis« Ha rr ison
was soon renewed ; her mind , forme d for
the enthusiastic love of moral excellence,
attac hed itself with a feeling of venera tion
to the saintl y virtues of the husban d, and
she appreciated the high prin ciple, the
energ etic character and powerful under-
stan ding of his partn er, witho ut being
blind to her imperfections. Mrs ,. H ar ri-
son and her daugh ter had teed their
resid ence at Bedale, a few miles from Cat-
teric k, but she was a frequent guest at
the vicarage , witnessing the opder of their
domesti c arrangements , their nuUual af-
fection and esteem, and the admira ble
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manner hi which they united t^eir taleiits
for the benefit t>f Mr. Linds ay's charge ;
and by them she wa& encouraged and
guided in the pursuit of that moral and
religious knowled ge for which her mind
thirsted* The success which atte nded
Mr. Lindsey's catechetical instr uctions,
induced her to attempt something of the
same kind at Bedale ; the firs t com-
tneacement of those endeavours for the
formatio n and impro vement of institu-
tions for gratuitous education , by which
she was afterwards to acqu ire such de-
served reputat ion and gratitude at the
han ds of her countrymen .

It is unnec essary to enlarg e on M rs*Cappe's connexions with Mr. and Mrs.
Lindsey, because she has herself descri bed
their character and her feelings towards
them, in the Memoirs which she furnis hed
to the Mont hly Repository . (III. 637, and
VI L. 109.) She had never been orthodox
in respect to the doctrine of the Trinit y,
her father having been an Arian ; still
less could her cheerful , benevolent piety,
assimilat e itself with the peculiarities of
Calvinism. Since the commenceme nt of
her friendship with Mr. and Mrs . Lindsey
she had studied the Scripture more care-
fully, and havin g embraced those opinions
which led Mr. L. to renounce his station
in the Church , she not only fully entered
j ttto his motives, and aided and supported
her friends in the try ing hour of their
removal , but determined herself to leave
the Established Church when an oppor -
tunity should offer of joinin g another
whose creed and ri tual were more agree *
able to scri pture.. It is a very interesting
coincidenc e, that her firs t intro duction to
Mr. Cappe was occasioned by his defend -
ing, under the signature of a " Lover of
all Good Men," the character of Mr.
Lindsey, which had been virule ntly at-
tacke d by a &t* Cooper in the public
pap ers. The affairs of her broth er occa-
sioned her to resid e for several years
subsequent to this per iod in the vicinity
of Leeds, and her e she appears to have
begun to attend Dissenting worshi p regu-
lar ly at MiM -hill Chapel. Mis abandon -
ment of hid schemes, after involving his
mother and sister in considerab le embar-
ra ssment s, was followed by their removal
to York in the year 1782. Soon after
her settlement in this city, she engaged*to conjunctio n with some other benevd -
lent persons, hi reformin g the manage*
nveiit of some of the public charities , and
the establishment ' of others , especiallyfor the benefit of females fir «he lotver
classes. Her activity and ze£l were so
guided by discre tion and temp ered by
mildness, tha t she tri umphed over the
difficulties which the undertaking ©wr*

sen ted, at*d the opposition raised by fete-
rested persons. Such attempt  ̂were then
novelties ; the public mind was not awake
as it now is to the importance of those
institu tions winch form the labouring
classes of society to intelligence, industry
arid economy. The subject of the pFeSe&t
memoir not dnlv rendered a most impor t
tant service to her fellow-citkens by her
exert ions here, but by her publi cations on
this subject , excited others in distant
places to follow her example, and assisted
them in avoiding the difficulties which she
had encoun tered , gaining for herself an
honourable station in that ban d of phi-
lanthr opists by whose disinterested la-
bours so much has been done to improve
the condition of* the poor .

Ttie year 1788 was that of her marri age
with Mr. Cappe , whose ra re and admira-
ble talents and moral qual ities had long
attracted her reveren ce and affection .
She was not deterre d from this uiiion by
the difficulty and delicacy of the situation
in which she should be placed by taking
the charge of a numerous family ;  she
assumed along with the name the feelings
of a paren t toward s ere ry member of it >and had the happiness to experienc e the
return of cordial affection and esteem.
Her greatest . delight in thi s new rel ation
was to assist in preserving from oblivion
a record of the knowledge and talents of
her husband. To her the Christian
world owes it that the eloquence of Mr .
Cappe is not alread y become a faint echo-
in the ear of his few surviving auditors ,
and that the labours of his lki*, in the
investigation of the Scriptures , do not
remain locked up in an unintelligible
short -hand. But the history of this por -
tion of her life may best be learnt in her
Memoir of Mr. Cappe , prefixed to hi3
Critical Dissertat ions, and since separat ely
prin ted—a beautifu l specimen of tru ly
Christian biogra phy, to which , We trust ,,
that few of our readers are strange rs .
With the same zeal and affection with
Which she had soothed and support ed tjis
decline , she endeavoured to do honour to
his memory, and promote the tfi ftUsion
of his works. H Xs fame was far deare r
to her than her own ; one of the highest
gra tifications she could receive was to-
know tha t hie eloquent and powerru l de-
fence of the doct rine of Providen ce fyad
enabled some mtf urner to exchan ge the
spiri t of heaviness for the garmen t ' erf
pr aise ; that some heart , perhaps in a
distant land , had been warmed with the
iove of religion by his animated praise of
viiitue and clevotion ; or that some seeker
after Christi an trut h had found in his
crit ical princi ples, the solut ion of diffi-
culties in the language of scri pture , by
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which he had been long perp lexed. De-
sirou s that nothi ng which he had Written
on this impor tan t subject should be lost ,
she published in 1809 an arra nged history
of our Saviour 's Life, in which Mr.
Cappe 's Notes were subjoine d to the text ,
and Practical Reflections added by hersel f
to erer y section. Her literary labours
since Mr. Cappe 's death have been chiefly
confined to the publication of his wor ks,
with some pamp hlets on philanthro pic
subjects ; but she also maintained an
extensive corresponden ce, not only with
person s in this country, with whom she
was connecte d by : friendshi p or commu-
nit y of benevolent pursuits , but also in
Nort h America. Her pen was that of a
*c read y writer ;" and whereve r any im-
portant object was to be attained by its
emp loyment , neither indolence nor the
fear of misinterp retation induced her to
remain idle.

The decline of Mrs . Cappe s bodil y
powers , which had been perceptible for
some time, had scarcel y affected her
intellectual faculties , and had produced
no effect whatever on the deligh tful se-
renity of her temper. Old age had taken
away nothing of the warm interest with
which she sympathized in the joys and
distresses of her frien ds, rejoi cing with
those tha t rejoiced , and inspiring into
those that wept a portion of that stead y
j>iety, by which she herself contemp lated
every thing " as from God and for good
to all ." The young, instead of being
repr essed and overawed by her , found
her read y to enter into all their feelings ,
to assist them with counsel in the mildest
form of friendl y suggestio n, and to tem-
per their romantic expectations and vi-
sionary plan s, by the dictates of her own
matured experience. Even her failings
** leaned to virtue 's side :" if she loved
the pra ises of the good , it was because
her own kind and affectionate dispositio n
made her value every indication of her
possessing a place in the affection and
esteem of others ; thoug h she was grati-
fied by reputation , she never made it the
object of pursuit , still less sacrificed to
it any higher dut y. Possessing such qua -
lities of mind and heart , it may easily be
conceived with what love and veneratio n
she was regarded by those who enjoyed
her intimate friendshi p. Providence will
raise up other labour ers to carry on and
complete the works of public usefulness
to which she devote d herself ; the cause
of gospel tru th will be maintained by the
eloque nce of other advocates , and adorned
by the virtues of other confessors ; but
those who formed the Circl e in which

Mrs . Cappe was most intimately known ,
can scarcely hope , that the knowledge of
any other character , ecjual ly excellent ,
will repair their loss, or lessen the tender
regre t with which they cheris h the me-
mory of their late venera ble fr iend.

K.
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Aug . 2, in the 68th year of his age,
the Rev. William Butto n, 40 years pas-
tor of the Baptist Church , Dean Str eet ,
Southwa rk . He was also for many years
a respectable bookseller in Patern oster
Row. He took part in the controv ersy
occasioned by the late Andrew Fuller 's
pamp hlet on the Duty of all Men to be-
lieve the Gospel , maintaining agains t that
gen tleman the Ultra -Ca lvinisfcic Doctri ne,
that it canno t be the duty of the non-
elect to believe, because it is not within
their power.

— 10, occasioned by the fall of his
hors e at Kensington , Mr. Edward Rowe,
second son of Laurence Rowe, Esq., of
Brentford , in the 31st year of his age.

— 13, at Ditchling, Sussex, Robert
Chatfeild , Esq., in the. 67th year of
his age, sii\cerely regretted by all the in-
habitants of his neighbourho od. Scarcely
any one could have been removed by
death whose loss would be so much felt
and deplor ed ; for he was the friend of
many little farmers and tradesmen in in-
digent circumstances. The labou rers on
his farm , influe nced by his own conduct ,
are stead y and industrious , and were for
many years in his employ. They mour n
his loss as one of the best of masters .
J ie was the founder of the Ditchl ing Lan-
casterian School for Girls, th at for Boys
being founde d by his brother , Joh n Chat-
feild, Esq., of Stockwell.
\n poli tics, Mr. Chatfeild was a Re-

former , in religion a strict Unitarian .
He was very regular in his attendan ce on
publie worsh ip, and made a poin t of at-
tending all meetings of the congregat ion
for business , and those held "at the librar y.
He enjoyed the full possession of his
understandin g to the last , and met his
approac hing dissolution with the utm ost
fortitude and resignation. He was in-
terred on Sunday the 21st , in the new
bury ing-ground belonging to. the Unita-
rian Baptist Meeting -house , when an
appropriat e sermo n was pre ached by the
Rev. T. Sadler, of Horsh am, f rom Pr ov.
x, 28 : " The hope of the righteous shall
be gladness. "



DOMESTIC.
Scottish Unitarian Christian

Association.
The Ninth Anniversary <^f this Society

was held in Olasgow on the 12th inst.
The ilev. B. Mar don introduced the ser-
vices of the day . The Rev, D. Logan
pre ached a very animated sermo n on the
Duty of an unbiasse d Investigation of
Scripture , fro m Joh n v. 39. The Rev.
P. Cann on , of Edinb urg h, delivere d an
excellent discourse , much adm ire d for its
elegance of composition, on Pro v. xviii.
13, on the Duty of Deliberation in form -
ing, and of Cando ur in defending Reli gious
Opinions ; in the course of which the
preache r was led ix> notice some of the
unfounded charges against Unit arians .
The Annual Sermon was preached in the
evening , by the Rev, T. .C. Holland , of
Edinburg h, on the Love which the Saviour
evinced in Dying for Manki nd, which
natura lly led to a -consideration of a pre-
valent perversion of Scripture in the Jio-
tion of Satisfaction,

Mr. Holland has consented «to print this
discourse in the form of a tract , for dis-
tribu tion , aud to. annex to it a short
Appendi x, containing some of the extr a-
vaga nt assertions of the orthodox on this
subje ct. The three services were att ended
by as great a number of avowed Unita -
rian s as we have for a long time wit-
nessed. The Annual Report describ ed
the labours of the preache rs connect ed
with the Association , in conducting worshi p
at Carl uke, Ren frew, Paisley and Port -
Glasgow. The Rev. David Rees, M. A-,
now supplying the congr egation at M er-
th yr , in Glamorganshire , although ac-
tively <engaged in academical pur suits, and
the Rev. D. Logan, of Glasgow, the recent— ¦—' r̂ p̂ b̂ bv "^—» m—^ ™ v ™»^» ^m ^̂  ̂ wm *̂ ŵ  fl» ^r^p 
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conver t from the Divinity Hall , cheerfu lly
offered their gratuit ous services towar ds
supplying the above places with preach-
!«g. Some of your readers may perha ps
be pleased with a f ew extracts fro m the
Repor t. « It is gratif ying to be able to
communicat e the pleasing in formatio n ,that at Carluke , in particu lar , the con-
gregations , during the term of preachin g,
vver e very considerable , being held out ofthe time of the Church service ; and
ab unda ntl y prove the lively arid cordial
int ere st which a great number of theCar luke people ta ke in Unitarian wors hip,a»d a rational inter pret ation of the Scri p-tu re *. This stat e of mind is well known*<> have been prod uced by the judici ousi-ser tions, and tr uly Chris tian labours ofvol. xvi. • J «3 T

a late pastor , whose name they hold in
deserved reverence , and are nat ural ly
anxious to honour as the instrument , in
the hands of Divine Providenc e, of im-
parting a faith without parad ox, and a
hope blended with universal benevolence ."

Mr . J . Ross, in a letter to the Associa-
tion , date d August , 1821 , thus wri tes :
" I cannot oiwit this opportunity of ac-
knowledging the very great obligations
we are under to Mr. Logan , by whose
laborious exertion s we have been enabled
to resume public worship once a fort -
night. Permit me to add , that we are
highly pleased with his prudence and zeal,
and from his scriptural and urgent man-
ner of preach ing, there is every reason to
hope that he will be a useful minister ,
and able advocat e for the pure and holy
doctrine of Unitarianisra. " Divine wor-
ship will be carried on regularl y in the
school-room belonging to the Dissenters
there, the use of which on Sabbaths has
been obtained by the decision of a majo-
ri ty of -the subscribers to it.

At P<ort-Glasgowy by the wishes ex-
pressed by our friend Mr. David Hutto n
and othe rs, about the time of the last
Association a plan of preaching there was
concerted , and the labourers before -men-
tioned , Mr. Rees and Mr. Logan, con-
sented to alternate their services at Port-
Glasgow, while they continued their
preaching at Carl uke. Mr. Logan firs t
preached on Thursday , the 3d of August ,
1820, in defence of Unitarianism in ge-
neral , to a crowded auditory in the
Masons ' Hall. In the language of one
every way competent to descri be this oc-
casion , *' The people yielded a patient
and civil attention ; and though their
errors were not spare d, yet not a mark
of uneasiness , or of disapprob ation , was
expressed ; and there was augured from
the manifestation of so marked a change
in the public mind , a coming day of tri-
umph over established error. " Mr. Rees
preached there about ten days after ; and
fro m that time to the present , no inter-
rupti on has occurred in the services , but
that fu rnished by the r«ecent Anniver-
sary of the Repeal at Paisley, which
several pf the Port -Glasgow Unitarian s
atten ded. At Pa isley, the usual highly
creditable and useful exertions of the
elders of tha t church have been se-
conded by the services of the same two
preach ers , witft the additio n of Mr . Mar -
don 's, who pre aches on the evening of the
second Sunday of the month at Paisley.
It is with grea t satisfac t ion that the wr iter
of this rep ort refers also to the exertions
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made at Paisley for several months of the
past year , with a view to disseminate a
knowledge of the evidences t>f Unitari-
anism by means of a conference held
once a fortn ight in the chape l there, be-
tween certain «#f the members, and such
individuals of Tr initarian sentiments as
are disposed. At these meetin gs have
been discussed a great variety of points
in tiae Unitarian contro versy , and it is
calculated with much certainty, that a
considerable number of person s now un-
derstand what those princ iples are which
their Unitarian townsm en have espoused,
and are better atye to judge of thei r
agreement with scripture and common
sense, and of their tendency to refine and
elevate the mind, and anima te to bene-
volent activity in huma n life. The two
subj ects which have been discussed at the
meetings when ypar Secretary has been
pres ent, have been The Titles given to
our Saviour in the New Testament—
and whether these imply the Deity of his
Person ; aad Very recentl y a question
collater al to the scriptural ar gument , viz.
What has been the doctrine of the Jewish
people in regard to God ; and if they
ever believed the Trinity, when did they
discard this article from their creed ? On
the former of these occasions, an essay
was read by Mr. John Wilkinson , of
which it i» but scanty prais e to say, that
it did full justice to his subject* There
was no want of talent or acuteness on
the Trinitarian side ; and the whole was
managed with as much order as, from
the natur e of such institut ions, seems
pra cticable ; and no one can well doubt
that the result will be favou rable to our
views m scriptu ral truth . It may be re-
mar ked, that the cards of admission to
the conferen ce contain a printed set of
regulations , which it is expected that
every member will conform to, and by
atte ntion to which the general harmo ny
is much improved * At Renfrew, during
the last year , a very laudable exertion
has been made by Mr. John Mackenzie
and his friends in orde r to collect a so-
ciety for Unitarian worship, and a small
number have pretty regularly assembled
in a school-room there , where , on ordi-
nar y occasion s, Mr. M. has read sermons ,
or Kenri ck's Exposition , and at others
there has been preaching, by the same
MivJLo gan and Mr. Rees, to whom the
friends to Unitarianism will feel them-
selves under str ong obligations. Besides
the places now enumerated , we have t&
mention ,, atid I am sorry that my mate *
rials will only allow me just to mention ,
the society that has been formed at
IXa lkf ak , consisting of several persons from
t)*e vicinity, among whom is our corres-
pondent Mr , H arvie. They have been
visited once by Mr . Hollan d, who speak **

highly of their excellent moral prin ciples
and of the spirit of candour which ac-
tuates their inquir ies* They have received
tracts , it may be adde d, from Glasgow as
well as from Edinburgh . At the latter
places, the cause is going on slowly, but ,
we trust , surely. The numbers at Edin-
burgh have this year received a few im-
portant accessions from Ayrshire. At
Glasgow , durin g the last winter, a series
of fourteen controversial discourses (lists
of which were publishe d) was delivered
by the minister , many of which wer e at-
tended by crowded congregations . It
remains only to add , that the society
hope to hold their next Annual Meeting
at Glasgow, the last Sunday of Ju ly,
(Edinb urgh being thou ght not sufficient l y
central ,) and tha t a very earnest requ est
of the society is -made to the Rev. James
Yates, of Birmin gham, that he will favo ur
them with his services on that occasion.
This request was also str ongly enforce d
by the friends who assembled on Monda y
at a social meeting. The interest was
increased by the presence of the son of
one of Dr. Pries tley's per sonal friends .

B, M. Sec.
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PARLIAMENTARY *
House of Commons, Friday, June 8.

Un itarian Marriage Bill.
Mr. \fr. SMITH presented a petition

from 9. body of Protestan t Dissenters,
calling themselves Unitari an Dissenter s,
complainin g of certain grievance s which
they endure unde r the present Marriage
Laws , and pray ing for some amendment
of the same. He could assure the House
that nothing but the great pressure of
public business had prevented him from
bring ing forward soine legislative mea-
sur e to remedy these grievances dur ing
the present session * He would leave the
petition on the table for the furthe r con-
sideration of the House. <

The petition was then brough t up and
read . On the question that it be pri nted ,

Dr. Phijulimore rose and said, that he
should be the last perso n in tlife House
to object to an alteration in the Mar riage
Laws, provided that a necessity were
made out for the alterat ion, and that it
did not go to do away with marri age as
a religious ceremony. If the honoura ble
member for Norwich had any inten tion
to propose the same remedy for the al-
leged grievances which he had pro posed
upon a former occasion, he (Dr. Philji-
rator e) should most decidedly oppose it ,
as it was calculat ed to destroy that reve-
rence and sanctity with wMci* the cere-
mony of marria ge ought always to w
attended .

Mr. W. Smith said th at the petitioners
were not wedded to any particular mode



of relief* They tmd suggested the mode
which hfi foiwerly submitte d to the
House, under the idea that it would pro -
duce less chan ge than any other in the
existing system. They ^re wftHng, how-
ever , to 'receive the reUef which they
sought, in whatever manner the legisla-
tur e might think proper to concede k.

The petitio n was then ordere d to be
prin ted *

Immtgtof a^Pf rUammt&y. ' P itor M&f ef imim * ' " - r . Ww

Poor Relief Bill.
J uly 2.

On the question that this Bill be re-
committed,

Mr. Scarlett said, at this peri od of
the session he felt it would be unavailing
to press this Bill, or even to endeavour
to revive the discussion upon it. He,
therefo re, rose only to state the circum-
stances in which he found it most expe-
dient to withdraw the Bill. The House
wauld do him the honour to remember ,
that when he had introduced this mea-
sure, he had been by no means sanguine
that he could carry it through the H ouse
this session. He had never wished to
carry this measure , nor would he wish to
cany any measure withou t full discussion.
Circumstances over which he had no
controul had , however, prevented the dis-
cussion of this measure to the extent that
he had wished, and , therefore , he would
not press it any further at this period,
(Hear, hear , from Sir Robert Wilson.)
He would endeav our next session to con-
tend with the gallant General , either by
single or double combat . He would in
the mean time br ush up his law, in order
to be prepared for the encounter. (A
Jaug h.) He hoped the gallant General
would not be more successful than he
ought to be. There were many things
connected with this subject, which were
calculat ed to influence the public mind.
He had never altered his conviction on
the subje ct for thirty years , and during
that time he had had occasion to attend
to it , and to inquire into its evils. He
considered the system of poor-laws most
oppr essive in itself, and most degrading
to the labouring classes ; and his object
was to rest ore the wholesome prin ciples
of libert y and independence , which were
deeply compro mised and threatened with
entir e extincti on by the presen t system.
(Hear , hear.) He proposed to renew the
"ill next session ; he would not pledge
himself to the very terms , but the sub-
stance would be the same. |pk hopedthat the measure would be attended next
session with a grea ter degree of discus-sion. He would at the same time pro-pose another bill for the purpos e of regu-
J at mg and modifying the system ; withthe view parti cularl y of specifying the"ttoral claims for relief , which demanded

attention , and ^of checkin g tite ^t§&^
gance of management which im&~s&g&
nerall y i ffeit. As an instance of tfcesi
regula t ions, fee might mention that he
would suggest the alterat ion of that past
of the law which respected the opeir&tien
of the militia laws, when a man ha^iiwo
children . He now begged leave tc* with-
draw the Bill .

Sir Robert Wilson said , that as the
honourable and learned gentlema n had
given notice of his intention  ̂ he now
gave notice that he would be at his post
ready to dispute every inch of groun d,
and in the mean time he would endea-
vour to qualif y himself for the constek.

Mr. H. GuKmm? said he could not &&OW
this Bill to be withdrawn , without a pro -
test , and strong protest , against the prin-
ciple on which it was founded. The
honourable member then entered into
some origin and princi ple of tktfs

 ̂
poor -

laws, and referr ed ,, for confirma tion of
his opinions , to Harrison 's Pr eface to
H ollingshead. Before any chan ge shottld
fte sanctioned in the principl#of the poor-
laws, he hoped the House at least, if not
the honourable and learned gent&emafci ,
would well consider the subject. When
the Bill proposed to obstruct the marria ge
of the pQO*^-(** No, no/1 from Mr . Scar-
lett)***when it was founded upon Mr.
Malthus 's system, he could not but view-
it with abhorrence. Such a measure
would not leave an Englishman to -till the
ground. He hoped the House would not
be insulted again by Mr. MadtK usfs ray-
ings, which w£re entirely destitu te of
truth ; every page of history , every chap-
ter of Sacred Scripture , every plsovlnce
uncultivated , refuted the doct rines %fcfc!i
he maintained.

Dr. Lushin gton said , that hie wottM
certainly oppose such a Bill, if fce believed
that it tended to degrade the poor ; *but
his settled conviction was, thato the in-
crease of poor 's-rates -was an increase of
distre ss to the poor. If he failed to
express this conviction from a«$ unpopu-
larity to which it might expose Mm, he
should prove himself destitute of ittoral
coura ge. H (ear.) The effect of the pre -
sent laws was to oblige the indu strious
and prudent to suppor t the improvident
and thou ghtless ; to mulct the single in-
dividua l for the support of the married
individual . (Hear , near.) Every country
long inhabited hiad been obliged to have
recourse to emigration . Why should
England be thought an exception ?• The
Bill pr ohibiti ng artificers frdih emigmtiijg
was utterl y unj ust in its princi ple. We
was glad , however, that the Bill ofy&js
honourable aEifA Iearited Mend w&s imth-
drawn for the present ; the puhlle'#|ss,
the great 1 iristrurnent of discussion wffps
country, would in the tnea ti time examraie



and disduss its details, and when the
House should come to consider it next
session, they would be themselve s better
prep ared , and the.public would be found
better informe d respecting it.¦ - Mr. Scarl ett said that he did not feel
great alarm for the fate of the measure ,
in point of argument , from finding him-
self assimilated *to a raving mad man .
That was no argument ; and a man who
profes sed himself to be under the influence
of passion , could not he expected to use
much argument. The honourable gen-
tleman (M r. Gurney ) had confessed him-
self to be an abhorrer , and abhorrence
was not much connected with reason.
He (Mr . Scarlett) . had taken a course
which was not his own choice, for it was
by arrangement with the opponents of
the Bill, t*liat it was withdrawn without
any discussion . When he had agreed to
that arran gement , and abstained from
answering all the arguments that had
been urged against this measure , he had
not expected that advantage would be
taken of his silence to declaim against
the Bill. ~ His wish was, that no pr ejudice
should go^ forth to the public from either
side. .

Mr , Gurnr y explained . He wished to
apologize to the honourabl e-and learned
gentlem an if there had l>een any want of
courtesy in what he had said . It was against
the nature of Hie Bill th at helmd directed
his observations. He might have warml y
expressed his opinion of its tendency, but
he had felt 110 desire whateve r to be dis-
resp ectful towards the honourable and
lear ned gentleman. He (Mr. Gurney)
had not been one of the opponents of the
Biil with whom any arran gement had
been made .

Mr. P. Courtene y said, that if any
thing gave him pai n in opposing the Bill
of the honourable and lear ned gentleman ,
it was the praises which had been be-
stowed upon him for that opposition.
He was a strenuous advocate for modi fi-
cations and qualification s, and was dis-
posed to agr ee with the honour able and
learn ed gentleman , with resp ect to the
second Bill of which he had given noti ce .

Mr. Harbord complained that there
seemed to be a disposit ion , even th at
evening, to hear praises of the measur e,
but to hear nothing against it. Notwith -
standing his respe ct for the tal ents of the
honourable and learned gentl eman , he
differed entirel y from him on this subject.

Mr , C. F. Palmer said , that such a
Bill as this would do away with what he
considered the chartered rights of the
labourin g classes, which were too sacre d
to be lightl y tampered with . Without
meaning arty disrespect , he would say
th$t v%be re was not one member in the
House who was sufficien tl y acqu ainte d

with the condition of the poor , to legis-
late upon the subject . He hoped rough
inquiry would be made , and that retur ns
of various kinds would be laid upon their
table , before any thing like this Bill
should be entertained. He had in his
possession a list of 300 poor labour ers,
who, at the end of the last cen tury y could
not support themselves by the amount of
their earnings. He had himself lately
made a similar calculation with respect
to a smaller number. An extend ed in-
quir y of this nature would demon strate ,
that the wages of labour were not suffi-
cient for the sustenan ce of the poor.

Miv B. Cooper (we believe) said he
would oppose the Bill.

Colonel Davies conceived it to be un-
fair to tak e this opportunity of making
general declarations agains t the measure.
Although he had been desired by many
whom he respected , to oppose it , yet so
convinced was he of its necessity, and so
friendl y to its general purpose , that , with -
out pledging himsel f to support the pre-
cise Bill of his honourable and lear ned
friend , he felt that some measure of that
nature was quite necessary *Mr. Monck said, that he considered
the poor-laws to be an ingenious device
for obtaini ng the greatest quantity of
labour at the least expense (hear , bear) ;
they ought, therefore , to be abolished ;
but previousl y to any^ attempt of that
k ind, red ress must be given of grea t and
nume rous grievances which affected the
poor . When that redress should be af-
forded , they would be prepare d for the
extinction of the poor -rates.

Mr. Scarlett said he would state to
the House the opinions of an individual ,
with respect to the tendenc y of our poor-
laws, who certainl y could not be consi-
dered to deserve the imputatio n of advo-
cating mad schemes. He beliered , how-
ever , that the honourable gentleman (Mr.
H. Gurn ey) had made use of this expres-
sion , without intendi ng the slightest per-
sonal allusion to him (]VJ r. Scarlett) . The
pers on whose opinions he was about to
state to the House was Dr. Frankl in.
That eminent individual had said , " that
he was for doing good to the poor , but
he doub ted as to th e means of effecting
that object. In his youth he had trav elled
much , and he found that in those coun-
tri es wher e tnost was done for the poor
by the state , their situation was the most
deplor able. He thoug ht that those who
passed the English poor-laws took away
the greatest indu cement to fru gality, in-
dus try and morali ty ; and had subst itu ted
a premium on idleness and cr ime. He
was of opinion that a great change in the
hab its : of the people would soon be per-
ceived , *i j f the poor-laws were repea led."
The honour able member then observed,
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that the eff ect of the poor-laws was to
produce a diminution of the wages of
labour. At the present time, the price of
corn had fallen so low as to enable a man
to support his family with the usual wages;
but he understood that in many counties
the rate of wages had i beeu lowered,
because.they were paid out of the poor-
rates. He understood, too, that : this
practice was extending to other parts of
the country, and that the labourers were
compelled to receive as charity what they
were ent itled to in . the shape of wages.
The honourable and learned gentleman
then observed, that he had not been ac-
tuated by any desire to obtain popularity
in bringing forward this measure. He
should despise himself if such had been
the case. But .what had been said by an
ancient comic writer could not be applied
to his conduct with regard to this ques-
tion :—ci Id sibi negotii credidit solum dari,

Populo ut placerent, quas fecisset
fabulas."

¦ ' ¦ ' Sfc.&i v :̂ > d?f • : J&m& Ĵ1 - '

Papular Education.
July 10.

Mr. S. Rick rose to move that the 14th
report of the Commissioners on Educa-
tion in Ireland be reprinted. Since the
union not less than £1,200,000 of the
public money had been expended on edu-
cation in Ireland. On the ground of
economy, therefore, as well as on other
considerations, it was important to in-
quire into this subject. But if the Com-
missioners were right, this money had
not only been vainly, but most mischie-
vously expended. Three establishments
in Ireland had been the objects of very
extravagan t expenses. The Protestant
Charter Schools had received £622,000 ;
the Foundling Hospitals had received
upwards of .£500,000 ; and the Associa-
tion for the Discouragement of Vice,
which he could tell the honourable Mem-
ber for Bramber (Mr. Wilberforce) was
in Ireland an institution for the education
of youth, had also received large grants.
In every one of those establishments pro-
selytisin was the great obje ct. This ex-
cited a spirit of controversy and hostility
most banefu l to education and to peace
and harmony. The very moment an ex-
clusive Catholic establishment was put
»ip, the Protestants put up an exclusive

-Protestant establishment. In thigvcontest
the government had interfered mischie-
vousl y for Ireland , aud extravagantly and
expensively for this country. When the
5*h Finance Report had bee,n made,
£1,200,000 had been expended. t̂ hisvery year there had been ^100^000 ex-
pended. With the view of reniedySg this

abuse, he novv move^L that the 14th report
of, the Comiiiissioners be tepruited. tM&Mi

Mr. UuoaaHam said that he concurred
entirely in the view wljich the honourable
Member had taken of this subject. i|i§r
principle could be more' sound thai^.that
recommended by the honourable M£ml%j%
namely, of founding schools upon a plaa
which should obviate any suspicion o£ +jsk
desire to proselyte, which necessarily
created much jealousy in the minds olf
those persons who were to benefit from
the establishment of the schools. Ttfe
footing upon which the Established Church
and the sectaries stood * with regard to
schools in Ireland, was somewhat different
from that on which they stood in this
country. In Ireland the schools which
had been, established by the Catholics, i&_
ansvyer, he might say, to those established
by the Protestants, from which Catholics
were excluded, were not open to Protes-
tants. In England, however, the Dis-
senters founded their, schools in such a
manner as to be equally open to the chil-
dren, of persons belonging to the Church
of England, as well as to the children of
Dissenters from - the Establishment. This
was a great advantage in favour of the
Dissenting schools of England. He would
now, as hej iad given notice on a former
evening, proceed to state the reasons
which had induced him fo delay the
bringing forward of his Binl for the pro-
motion of education, and in doing so it
would be necessary to occupy the time of
the House for a few minutes. The cause
of that delay arose out of the cireum-
stance he had just alluded to, namely,
the conflict between the - Established
Church and the Dissenters. He could
not now help considering that as an ad-
vantage which at the time he thought a
misfortune, as it had prevented him from
bringing hj s Bill before the Houserr^he
meant his necessary absence from Parkas
meiit, to attend his professional duties.
During the two months h,e was absent in
the country , the controversy among the
Dissenters , with regard to his Bill, made
considerable progress. A vast number of
publications met the eye of the country,
which generally tended to make the prin-
ciples of ttye measure understood. He
had possessed an opportunity of attending
to every one of the arguments brought
forward by the enemies of the Bill. It
would give him much pleasure to find
himself able to state to the House that
lie could propose any course which would
reconcile all the contending opinions on
this subj ect. He greajtly feared that tbjfoe
difference was top wide which sepa|̂ fv0c|
the cpfub^tauts. A great l part of ,?the;ojfj-.
positiqn^ j^ade by tfee pissent^rg ̂ pjtfs.
Bill arose fr(^n a belioif^^ix t)^il^i||tt9(
that tjxe schools which it , prapqse^H^



fetsad would be too ciosciy connected
with the Establ ished Church , and that
ife&stoctoines of the Establishment would
b& Hfeelj r to be incjilcated there . On the
other han d? the measure was opposed by
the adher ents of the Estab lished Church ,
because they thought it was not suffi-
cient ly connected with the Establishment ,
and that the schools would Ire too open
to Dissenters. At present it was almost
impossible to reconcile these two parties ;
but he hopedr when the subject came to
be more fully discussed, and bette r un-
derstood by: the Dissenters, the great
difference of opinion which prevailed
would have the effect of teachi ng both
parties , that liberali ty on the one han d
ought to be met by concession on the
other. The controversy had been carri ed
oa (with few exceptions) for the most
part 4>y persons on either side who were
sincerely anxious to promote the grea t
common eird—the advancement of edu-
cation of the people. The improvemen t
of the education of the people was, he
was convinced , the object of the wishes
of both Churchmen and Dissenters , and
only a little further time was necessary
to afford both these parties an opportu-
nity not only of coming to a clear under -
standin g of the points of differenc e be-
tween them, but to bring them nearer to
a common unde rstanding of the oper ation
of the measure proposed by him. Dis-
cussion was the best means of making
known the nature of his plan ; and in
order to afford an opportunity for further
discussion to arise on the subject , he had
come to a resolution to postpon e his Bill
till next session. He would here beg to
remind both parties that grea t concessions
were expected from each of them . He
would first remind those who were of
opinion that his plan would open the
door too widely to the admission of the
children of Dissenters , that they were
asking Dissenters to support schools from
which their own children were excluded.
Dissent ers were obliged by the payment of
parochial rates to contribut e to the sup-
port of schools from which they were in
effect debarr ed from receiving any benefit.
It was a necessary part of his plan that
the schools should be, to a cert ain degree ,
connected with the Church Establish -
ment ; but he though t the Church ought
not to desire the exclusion of Dissenters ,
not only on the general princi ple of jus -
tice and liberality, but for the sake of the
Establishment itself, which would be most
effectually injured by an adherence to
intoler ant doctrines . To the Dissenter
he would say, that the prin ciple of the
Bill yrm such, even if it should receive no
modification whatever , that it must be
cqnsjdered a ,great sacrifice niade.,by the
Chur ch to the peculiar opinions of the

Dissente rs to allow it to pass. Me was
not withou t hopes that one ©r two points
in the plan which had given the greatest
umbrage to the Dissenters might be mo-
dified without much difficulty. Those
points were not of much importanc e ;
and even if he thought the objections
which were made to them were wrong ,
he should still be of opinion, tha t it
would be proper for the legislatur e to
defer to a general prejudice , when it
might be done withou t any substan tial
sacrifice of princi ple. The Dissenters had
always made the most strenuous endea-
vours in the cause of educa tion ; and
speaki ng to them in their character of
friend s to educat ion, he would ask them
to reflect upon what the princi ple of the
Bill gave countenance to. The princi ple
of the Bill had been involved in all the
disputes between the Dissenters and the
Established Church for the last twelve
years —namely, whether Dissenters should
admit the doctrines of the Chur ch* The
Church had always said, we insist on the
reading of the Catechism and the Litu rgy
in schools, and that the children should
go to Chu rch. The Dissenters , on the
other hand, said , that it was much bett er
to omit the reading of the Catechism and
the Litur gy, and the going to Church ,
and to devote the schools merely to the
teaching of reading, writing and accoun ts,
which would enabl e persons of all sects to
attend them. The Bill to which the Dis-
senters 'now objected sanctioned their prin -
ciple in opposition to that of their oppo-
nents . The Bill proposed that no peculiar
creed should be taugh t in the schools ;
that the Litur gy should not be read ; and
that there should be no compulsory at-
tendan ce of the Church . He hoped that
this statement would produce effect in any
after-discu ssion on thi s subject. Great
national good might be effected if both
sides would exhibit an equal share of li-
berality and concession. Should each
party continue deter mined to yield noth ing
to its adversary , he must then come to
the painful but inevitab le conclusion , that
the legislature could do nothing in the
cause of education , and that the under-
takin g must be eventu ally abando ned.
This led him to the last point on which
he would tro uble the house . Some per-
sons ente rtained an opinion that the in-
terference of the legislature in order to
prom ote education , was not at all useful.
This was a most extraordinary arg ument.
Doubts might exist respecting the manner ;
but very little doubt could prevail respect-
ing the nesessity, of the interfere nce of
the legislature on this subject. In order
to support the opposition to the Bill, ft
had ( 1»%en contend ed that the  ̂

paroc hial
r$tur tjjfe were incorre ct , and could, not Jbe
relief on. Some persons had gone so
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•* as *° ^N^fefe tvhole 
taa^ 

*rf
inform ation, .$%0^m n̂ ŷ collected by
tfee r^ideat par ochial clergy, was a mere
btfndle of error s, ^SI that all the coiaelii-
stoos,. Mwi>. &pm It ^inust necessarily
fall to the grouikd. His answer to thte
was, that he would delay his measure s
he would not call on those who Impeach-
ed the accuracy of the information to take
one step on the assumption of its corre ct-
ness ; but he would tell them to invest ^
gate the returns on the tab le, and to com-
pare them with the facts—and he would
pr esently shew them how tha t rnigh #f>e
done ; and if, next session, they should
still be of opinion that they were incor-
rect, he would then resort to other ma-
teria ls from which to draw the conclu-
sion, that the means of education were
deficient . He was one of those who
placed great reliance on the par ochial re-
turns. The respectability of the persons
who made those returns was not called
in question ; and as all those persons
lived at the places from which the infor*
laation was sent, it was almost impossib le
that it could be considerab ly or generall y
incorrect . He chiefly relied on the evi-
dence of the want of education in country
parishes. Parishe s consisting of only fire
or six hundred inhabitants must be with-
out those means of promotin g education
which were possessed by larger towns-—
he alluded to societies supported by pri -
vat e subscri ption. He believed the re-
turns from these small parishes to be
accurat e, because the clergyman must
know every individual in his parish , and
it was impossible that a school could
exist without the circumstan ce being
known to him. Parishes containing a
population of 600 and under, formed a
very large proportion of the parishes of
England ; he might say four -fifths. The
number of unendowed schools was con-
tinuall y var ying from year to year , indeed
from month to month ; and it might hap--
pen that , if inquiry were to foe xn&de
respecting the number of schools of this
descri ption hi a particular place, the result
flight be different from the retu rns , be-
cause this should be recollected —the
return s were made three years ago. He
would req uest the opponents of the Billto look at the state ments in the retu rn s
respecting the endowments , which wereschools of a description less liable to
fluctuation ; and if they found perfect ac-curacy in the return s with respect to
endowments, it was reaso nable to con-clude that accuracy pre vailed in othe r
par ticulars. The returns had been foundto be perfectly accurate on the subject ofP»aowments. Comparing the statement s
" the return s on this point with the re-
link °  ̂ ***? commissioners, app ointednuer the bills passed two or three $jBa*$

ago, he found w^mm^' m̂^^^ ^^between the two sums-total. rl^he 4^gfff $
ostssioiHafc* stat ed; '̂ mm^

;^mA
; ^SfSpreturns tfoe best ^m Ŵ mm^^mj î^̂ ^and they were ^ Ŝ^l^m^Mm ^i^ ŷan astonishing degr ee. $$& thought #1$% $

M the returias were inaccumt e in aoy |>fi^
ticular , they were most likely to &&$£0;. ¦
with regard to the number 4>f S«fHl£y£
schools ; and yet in the o»ly iastâmre itt
which the state of a district with respect
to Sunday-s chools ba& been <5©capai?e3
with the re turn s, it would be necfessatry
to come to a conclusion of an opposite
nature . Some gentlemen connected witfc5
Sunday-schools in a district of a nort hers
county, doubtin g the accuracy of the re-
turns respectin g the number of schools ©f
that description in their district , made
some inquiries on the subject. They
found that the number of Sunday -schools
in their district amounted to 38, whilst
the re turns only gave 20. it appeare d,
however, that 20 of these schools had
been established since the returns were
made in 1818 ; so that , supposing two of
these existing in 1818 to have dropped ,
the correctn ess of the statement , in the
returns , was evident. If there were
errors in the returns , they could only be
those of omission ; but the increase of
the population had been so large since
they were made, as to make the total re-
sult as nearly as possible correct . He
was of opinion that it would appear , from
the census which had been lately taken ,
that the population had increased about a
million since 1811. The honourable and
learned gentleman then referred to the
evidence contained in the return s respect-
ing the state of education in Wales . It
appea red that in th at Pri iaseinattty there
were 220 parishes in which the mean s of
educatio n were entirel y wantin g, and
where the poor , althou gh desiro us to ob-
tain knowled ge, were compelled to remain
in ignorance. Under these circu mstances ,
it did not signify whether the returns
wfcrie? accurate to a unit or even to a
hundred ; but unless it was meant to be
contended that the persons affo rd ing this
evidence were not entitl ed to any credit
at all, it must be coufessed that this was
a deplorabl e state of things. The cir-
cumstances he had stated , were the
grounds which induced him to think that
the retu rns were generall y correct , and
that the inference which he had drawn
from them wad, ther efore , also correct .
He would now shew the H ouse, as he had
prom ised, how the correctn ess or incor-
rectn ess of the retu rns might be ascer-
tained. A copy of the digest of the rt?-
t urn s had been delivered to each meaner
of bo$» houses of parii jttjwejit. U^was,
afterwards , persua ded to Wid up sepa-
rately certain number s of ihp ffigt&k wj$h
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the tab les for each part icular county.
Many of these copies had been circu lated
for the express purpose of bringing to the
test the accur acy of the tables , but many
remaine d still uncirculated. If, there -
fore * any person in any county would
tak e the troub le to write to him (Mr.
Brou gham) for a copy, he would take
care to send him a copy of the digest for
that county by return of post , and free of
expeuse , as it was a parliamentary paper.
He hoped no perso n would mak e an ap-
plicatio n to lam from a spirit of idle
curios ity. Aoy person real ly desiro us of
enter ing on an inqu iry, would f ind in the
digest the names qf all the persons mak -
ing the returns. He would «,sk those
gentlemen who might turn their attention
to this subject, to bear in mind , should
they discover any apparent omissions in
the ir returns , that they were made in
1818, since which time he had reason to
believe many schools had been esta-
blished. He trusted that this notice
would have its effect , and that in the
course of the summer it might be disco-
vered what part of the return s was incor-
rect, and that the house would be enabled
to enter on the subject next session with
satisfaction to all parties. He hoped that
this subject would be met in a spirit of
amity and good-will for the sake of the
common object which all parties Jia U in
\iew ; and here he was read y te shew
4hat concession should not be wanting on
his part , for although his plan was tha
result of the most deliberate reflecti on,
•both with regard to its general princi ple,
and even its minuter details , for two or
three years, yet if any part of it , after a
fair consideration of the subject , should
be deemed inefficient , or likely to be at-
tended with danger , he would be the first
to abandon it. And even if the whole
should be considered inefficient , he was
not so wedded to his plan as . to the grea t
cause of re ligious and moral instructi on ,
and he would , there fore , if necessary,
abando n the whole. He had turned his
mind to this subject with calmness : he
had weighed all the objections which had
been urg ed against his plan ; he had read
again an d again every line that had been
wr itten on the subject ; but up to the
present moment he saw no reason to de-
part fro m the fundam ental princi ple of
the Bill which had received the sanction
of the education committee , on the repor t
of which , a.s nearl y as possible , the de-
tai ls of the Bill were found ed . No modi-
ficat ions could be expected to be made in
favour of one party which would be suffi-
cient ibr the success of the * measure ,
un less they wer e met by an equal spiri t
af liberal concession on the other. The

hon . member conclj«|ecL with stating , that
unless he were convinced of the inefficaey
of the plan ; he would continue steadilyto
pur sue it. (Hea r , hear.)

Mr. Bri ght thought that religious li-
berty was attacked by the Bill before the
House.

Mr. Br ougham here observed , tha t
there was no Bill before the House .

Mr. Bright continued. He thought
the honourab le and learned gentleman
ought to have stated more distinctl y what
was the nature of the modifications of his
plain. The .effect of the Bill, if it passed,
would be to rplace the mana gement of all
schools in the hands of the Establish ed
Church . He thoug ht education a great
good, but he did not thin k education in
error a good. He was astonished tha t
the Bill was still persevere d in. The
honourable and learned gent leman had,
by his own statement , shewn tnat educa-
tion was rap idly advancing ; and he (Mr.
Bright) had yet to learn tha t it was more
desirable to promote education by legisla-
t ive enactments , than to allow it to pro -
ceed by its own spontaneous operation.
The honourable gentleman then pro ceed-
ed to complain of the inaccuracy of the
returns , as an example of which he stated
in the digest, that the number of persons
educated in Northumberlan d was only
5,551, whereas it- appeare d that the num-
ber amounted to 9,400. The honourable
gentleman conclude d with expressing his
intention of opposing any measure which
would have the effect of placing the sys-
tem of education , in this country, under
the con tro ul of the clergy of the Esta-
blished Church.

Mr . Brou gham thought the honoura ble
gentleman who had j ust sat <down# had
no righ t to pres ume that the advocates of
the Bill wished to do any thin g offensive
to the feelings of any class of religious
Dissenters . The report of the Committee,
on which the Bill was founded , was dra wn
up by gentlemen , many of whom were
Dissenters themselves, and others who
were as favourabl y disposed towar ds
Dissenters as the honourable gentleman ,
or any other member of that House.

Mr. Bright said a few words , the ob-
ject of which we could not collect.

Mr. Becher expressed his satisfact ion
that the attention of the Hou se had been
dra wn to the state of educa tion in Ir e-
land . He though t that a Parl iamenta ry
recogn ition of the princi ples conta ined in
the Report upon the tab le, would be
atte nded with the most beneficial e ê

^
s*

After a few observations f rom M r -
G rattan , Colonel Fre nch , and Mr. W.
Smith , the Report was ordered to be
repr inted ." ..  . • • .
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