
JSridport ,
Sir , May 3, 1820.

f ¦ ^HE powers and faculties of the
1 human mind cannot possibly be

engaged in subjects more worth y of
their exercise , than the nature , evi-
dences and obligations of religion. In
investigations of thi3 kind, the great -
est latitu de of discussion ought; to
be allowed by the Legislature of
the country. It may be said, that
an unres trained freed om of inquiry
would produce publications, contain -
ing avowed or covert attacks on the
Christ ian faith . Let this be admitted :
it is an evil which the person who is
persuaded of the inestimab le value of
Christiani ty, both to society and indi-
viduals , respect ing 4* the life which
now is and that which is to come,"
cannot but deplore . If, however , it
be an evil procee ding from free inquiry,
the same cause provide s the means of
its removal , and of exti^tine from it
pure and permanent good. Tor one
oppon ent of divine revelation , a score
of zealous champions \rould be ready,
if needful , to unde rta ke its defence.
By the judicious answers which the
wri tings of the Unbelievers of the last
centu ry called forth , the evidences of
Chris tianity have been placed in so
clear a light as tend most effectual ly
to guar d the young against the conta -
gion of infidelity, to remove the doubts
which might for a time perp lex the
mind *'of the honest inquirer , and to
afford the pure st satisfaction to the
well-established Christ ian. The parti al
evil to which 1 have referr ed, it would
be, I think ;, wiser in the Sfete to per -
mit to be count eracted merely  by tfeie
exertions of the friends of revelation ,
than to shackle the liber ty of the press ;
to give circulation thro ughout the Uni-
ted Kingdom to the most obnoxious
passage of the btioks complained of,
by their bein£ read in public cotirt ^bf
ju stice, and Mse^d f£ tfe iie#ki ^tt ,and to' Wl l̂^̂ X̂^the odlftu?q$*§pw of yer^U%M ^wtheir piu^̂ |̂ g^^;sons witfr - .%e*v Hflimpr isonment on account of thawr

spreading opinions respecting religion
deemed erroneou s. If this principle
be once admitted as justifiably by the
laws of reason and the prece pts of the
Christian revelation , who is to pre -
scribe the exact limits of its operat ion ?
Why may it not be applied to supposed
perversions of holy wri t and misrep re-
sentation s o£ the Christian doctrine ?
And then what religious sect, if at any
time rendered obnoxious to the Go-
vernmen t, would hold its libert y se-
cure ? Upon this principle the avowed
infidel may this day be fined and sent
to prison , and the next, the sincer e
believer in Christiani ty, if either a bold
or fanci ful expositor of Scriptur e.
Now, one person is punished for having
too little faith , and then, anoth er for
having too much . I mean not to inti-
mate an apprehension tha t this prin -
ciple will be thus really  acted on by
our ruler s, but merely to shew the
dang er of its admission , and the sad
consequenc es to which it may possibly
lead . Let the press be equall y free for
all the contending partie s, and errors
will be eventuall y detected, on which
ever side they lie. Truth , we may be
assured , pure , heavenl y truth , will gain
new triu mphs, in pro portion to the
examinatio n of her claims ; and the
result will be favour able to the cause
of divine revelation , genuine piety and
virtue , and conseque ntly to the peace
and prosperit y of society.

To make no more reference to the
wri tings of Unbelievers , I shall now
confine my observations to the salutary
inf luence of the investigations whic)i
have taken place, on differen t denomi-
nations of professing Christians , within
the last twenty pr thirt y years . It
cannot be denied, that (though some
of ; the old leaven still remains) they
are anima ted with a spirit of greater
liberali ty toward s each other than for-
merly. This may be attributed part ly
%q free inquiry, and partly to the iustj
$#*»• ^V̂ ^ ĝm l̂i pie-
ties, lit f >vluf5h potn ? Vhurphmen , and
Dissenters ojf % 9evera l}. classes . can
unite on eommo  ̂ pnm^pjes. Man y
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of the mc^bep^
cl̂ i ĵu l̂̂ lty of thfe

Church of Rome in this country , are,
no doubt , to a certain degree , under
the genial influence of the mild and
candid spirit more prevalent now than
in times past among the religious
professors around them. They read
and think and exercise their judgment
on the tenets which are the objects of
discussion. The result is, that the
sentiments of an English Catho lic of
literar y at tainments , are very different ,
I may venture to assert , from those of
the pries ts and monks of Spain and
Portu gal, though professing to belong
to the same inralHble church.

I am led to these rema rk s by an
Exeter newspaper, containin g the Ad-
dress of the Rev. G« Oliver , a respec -
tabl e Cat holic minister , resid ing in that
city, delivered to liis auditory on Good-
Friday last. Part of it I shall tran -
scribe and subjoin to this letter for
insertio n, if you approve , in your
liberal Repository , persuaded that it
will prove interes ting to many of your
readers . Mr. Oliver rejects with in-
dignation the char ge of idolatry and of
the worsh ip of cruci fixes and images,
brou ght against his Church by many
Prote stants . He declares, that "f rom
the dawn of reason, the Catholic has
been taught, that to God alone is su-
p reme adora tion due." This^ sentiment
seems to be verging towards Unitari an-
ism, as the next step is, that God is the
only  proper object of religious worship.

Wha tever be the practice of the
modern Catholi cs, it is a pleasing fact ,
that most Protestants , reputed Trini -
tarian , follow the dir ections and model
respecting prayer which Jesus Chri st,
our common Master , gave to his dis-
ciples, in their usual devotions ; and
ninet een out of twenty of their solemn
addr esses, are, I believe, dire cted to
God the Father. When we consider
this testimony to Unitariani sm, the
heterodoxy or tbfe Lut herans and Cal-
vinists in general on the continent of
Europe , the recent accounts from India,
and the spirit of free inqui ry prev alent
among many religious professors in
North America, sure ly it Is a fair infe-
rence , that a gr wt change, of senti-
ment is gradually taking place among
different denominations of Chris tiana
both in Gtfeirt Brita in atifl ««i&m eonn-
tr fes. The nature of this chan ge we
can >e at po lofrs to determine • and to
the Unitari an, who identifies Ifla sys-

tem wi|h pure Christianity , It Is % sub-
ject of ardent hope of its universal
prevalence , and of pious exultat ion,
believing , as he does, that it will con-
tribute to promote the knowledge,
virtue , peace and happ iness of mankind.
The steady and perseve ring exertio ns
of the friends of Christian truth and
virtue , recommended by a serious,
candid and bienevolent spirit, and a
holy and . dignified conduc t suited to
the noble cause in which they are en-
gaged, will prepare the profess ors of
the gospel for a second Reform atio n̂
more important in its nature , and pro -
bably more extensive in its conse-
quences , than the f irst in which Pr o-
testants justl y glory. The latter , indeed,
may be said to be introductor y to tbe
former , just as the twilight of the
mornin g gradu ally ushers in the glo-
rious orb of day. Then will every
church in Christendom have for its
object of adoration and religious wor-
ship, God the Father only.

T. HOWE .
(The Alfred-West-of-E ngland Jour nal*

" It is my duty to leave the people f ree
as the thou ghts of man. **

Ajlfred 's Last Will.)
JSaret er, Tuesday, April 4, 1820.

We feel great pleasure in giving pub-
licity to the following explanation of
kissing the £ross, as delivered by the
Rev. G. Oliver , at the Roman Cat holic
Chapel in Exeter , on Good-Friday, March
31, 1820 :

" The custom of saluting the Cross
has been so repeatedl y explained , that I
should hope it is generall y understood .
For fear , however , that any one should
be present who is uninformed on the
subject, or who knows nothin g of the
Catholic religion , but from the misrepre-
sentations of our opponents , I shall again
ventu re to offer a few remark s. Surely
it is not asking too much, to be allowed
the faculty of underst anding my own
religion ; and I am very confident that I
would not mak e any stateme nt which I
did not believe to be stri cter true.

*€ I begin with assuming , that the pub*
lie catechism of a church contains its
actual doctrine ? Now what is the doc-
trine of the Catholi c Church in regard of
cru cifrxes and images, as expoun ded in
her catech isms ? }f you eaanpt re^d,
apply to any Cat holic <qhUd who has
learned the catech fein ; t*ut If you, can
r«a4, consult the catechism yours elf, and
you wift find that a decent ireftp ect is
recommended to the memorial s -and re-
presen tations of Chr ist and >i* saints—
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not that we believe there is any divinity
or power in them for which we respect
them—uor that any thing is to be asked
of them—nnor that any trust is to be
placed iu them, <& the Heath ens of old
trus ted in their idols ; but because the
honour iriven to them is referred to the
proto type or thing represented. From
the dawn of reason , the Catholic has
been taught that to God alone is supreme
adorat ion due, that we must worshi p him
as our Creator , Redeemer and last end,
that Jesus Christ is our only Saviour ,
and that nothin g is granted to mankind
but throu gh the merits of his death and
passion. We are express ly for bidden by
our religion, as you will see in the cate-
chism, to worshi p idols, or to give any
thin g else whatsoe ver the honour which
belongs to God. On no considera tion
can we pray to relics , crucifixes or
images. It would - be consummat e /oily
to address supplications to irrational and
inan imate objects. This is the languag e
of the catechism ; it is dear to the
meanest capacity ; it conveys the Church
doctrine iu terms that cannot be misun-
derstood. It is strongly impressed upon
us in our youthful age by our pastors ;
and the lesson is so consonant to religion
and to common sense, as to be indelibly
engraven on the mind and feelings,

" Let me now appeal to your candour
and ask , whether the Cat holic clergy (if
they reall y wished and intended to train
up youth in the notion and practice of
idolatry) would take such effectual pains
in public and in private ta give them a
contrary bias, and to implant a deep-
roote d horror of any derogation from the
honou r which is due to God ? Those
impr essions and instructi ons which I
received in early life, I have carefully
delivered to my flock. I have invariabl y
taug ht, as in duty bound , that they could
not , no, not even to save their lives, pay
divine honours to any crucifix or image
—tha t to worship for God that which is
not God, would be a crime of the blackest
die, deserv ing the curse of heaven and
ear th. .

" Disclaiming, then, as every. Catho lic
must, the odious charge of idoteujy—
detesting the horrid crime as sincerely
&s any of our calumn iators can possibly
do, we call upon every honourable ana
Christian heart not to condemn us utk *
hear d, but to study our religion, before
they pre tend to refu te it. We caution
them, as they will have to answer for It
before the Judgnumt ^aeat of Christ , to
desist bearin g f a l s e  witness againat to*and to remember, thfct he who broftk*out one off ttae ten commandmontB will
offend agaiwrt > <iff.? i f

\ * ^^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^
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Sm, Map 22, 1820.
r |̂HE discovery of truth is what
JL every member of society is bound

to assist in ; and as the following lines
are dictat ed purel y by that object, I
have no doubt they will have a place in
a Journal which has the first claims to
liberality and fairness.
; The grand test of the tru th of Chris -

tianit y, is the authenticity of the mira -
cles : in ascertainin g, therefore , the
soundness of their fuith, Christians
should vigilantl y examine the testi-
mony by which those miracles are
supported. Of the various kinds of
testimony applicable to that point ,
none is considered to be so unobjec -
tionab le, and to merit so much depen -
dence, as the testimon y of Anti ^Chris ^
tians ; I mean admissio ns made by such
persons of the trut h of the miracles :
and the additional Value possessed by
such sort of evidence is founded on
mis reason ; that the enemies of Chris -
tianit y would not have admitted the
truth of the miracles on any other
grounds than a decided conviction of
the fact, and the absolute inutility of
disputin g it; although , at the same
time, they would gladly deny the mira -
cles if they had the shadow of a pre-
tence so to do.

J osephus is one of those Anti-Chris -
tians in whose writings we find some
mention of the resurrect ion of Chris t ;
and, if I mistake not , the confirmati on
of that miraculous occurre nce by this
writ er is deemed of thte highest impor-
tance by Chris tians.

But it appears to me that the genu-
ineness of this passage in Josephus 's
writings has a suspicion atta ched to it
which demands the deepest scrutiny ;
a suspicion which must be destroyed
before any just weight can be placed
on the evidence of this autfoor. It is,
therefo re , in the hope tha t some theo-
logian well read in the Testimonies of
Christianity, may explain tide mystery ,
that I have ventured to mention the
subject : and when it is considered of
what vast importatio n it is that the
miracle to which thjs testimony ap*
plies, should tie clearly established* I
trust that some person who hag well
investigated the subject, m*y^ afetd *j»
answer to the followipg #b$£cv<rtl o»s.

The paseage in questio% ̂ «dfl 
to be

writteh by Josephua / $jty ttHuw>» to
Christ, j* to the foHpwW effect ;
"This was the Chwt wliofitee wrfc in



from the dead on the thir d day , as the
divine prop hets had foretold this and
ten thousand other wonderful things
concerning him."

Now, Jose phus was either a Jew, or
he was not : if he was not a Jew, then
his testimony loses its chief value ;
because tha t value is grounded on his
having been an Anti-Christian . If,
however , he was a J ew, (and we have
the assertions of all the earl y Chri stians
that he was,) then it is indisputab ly
certa in, that he was not the author of
the passa ge in' question , but that it
must have been a forger y; and for this
obvious reas on, because that passage
strikes at the very root of Jud aism.
The Jew s contended that Jesus was
not the Christ ; but the passage alluded
to plainly recognizes him in that capa -
city . The difficulty which thu3 attache s
itself to Josep hus's test imony has not
passed wholly unperceived . Some have
tried to get over it by alleging that
Josep hus was an Ebionite Jew ; that
is, he believed Christ to be the Mes-
siah, but denied that he was more than
human.

This , however , is no answer to the
difficulty ; for the essential distinction
between Judaism and Christianity is
not whether Chris t was human or
divine , but whether he was the Messiah
or not : he who confesses Je6us to be
the Christ cannot be a Jew ; and he
who rejects that belief cannot be a
Christian .

It would be not less absurd to say
that a passage confessing the Trinity
could have been written by a Socinian ,
than to say that a passage confessing
Jesus to be the Christ could have been
written by a Je w.

The J ews in contemp latin g the pre -
diction s of their ancient pro phets , de-
nied tha t Jesus was the Messiah ; but
Josephus declares , or is made to de->
ciare , that he was the Messiah ; he
plainly identifies Christ with the whole
line of proph ecies which precede d his
coming.

Thus J osephus is placed in the cha-
racter of a Jew, striking at the foun-
dation of his own religion : a cir-
cumsta nce which obviously crea tes a
suspicion that the passage in questio n
must have been a forgery, slipped into
his writi ngs by 8onie impostor : and
what seems to favour this suspicion is,
that scarcely in any other part of his
writin gs does J osephus make ny allu-

sion to the subject ; although had hebelieved the resurrection , and tha t
Christ was the Messiah, one would na-turall y imagine he would often allude
to a subject by far the most impor tant
of any in the annals of his country .
Excepting, however, this one passage
one would scarcel y know from Jose-phus that such a person as Chr ist ever
existed . But what makes the passage
to look still more like an interpol ation
is, that ther e is nothin g immediately
precedin g or subsequent to it , which
might be supposed either to lead the
author to mention it , or to follow it
by any matter connected with the sub-
ject. The passa ge stands solitaril y by
itself.

It is of the more importance that
that these difficulties should be. obvi-
ated ; because if the" suspicion should
remain that this passa ge is a forgery,
no one can satisfy himself to what
extent the system has not been carried .
If a forgery be prac tised in one in-
stan ce, it may be in a hund red , for it
does not necessari ly follow that it mus t
be confined to this instan ce in Jose-
phus .

R. C.
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Ha ckney,
Sir , Februa ry 10, 1820.

WITHOU T havin g mixed with
any sect or part y, I have been a

silent , but not inattentiv e, observer of
the passing events tha t have lately so
much agitated the public mind , and
they have led me to a train of reflec-
tions , which, if you should think them
worth y of a place in your valu able
Repository , I will thank you to adm it.
In the opinion of the most cand id
and judicious , the cheap pub licat ions
of Carlile and others , have had a
strong tendency to inflame the pas-
sions of the more ignorant and lower
orders of the people, alread y smarting
under privations from the want of em-
ployment ; to destro y in them a belief
in the Chri stian religion and submis-
sipn to the laws of their count ry . To
stop this torrent , which threate ned to
overwhelm the peace and securi ty of
the nation , Government , as the guar-
dian of the publi c tranq uillity , seems
to have thou ght there was no remedy
but the powetful arm of tlje law. In
opposition to this remed y it has been
stron gly contende d both from the puk
pit and the press * that Govern ment



had no right to interfere with opinions
in mat ters of religion ; that if Chris-
tian ity had been assailed by foul ar gu-
ments , they should have been repelled
by fair ones, and not by the Attorne y-
Genera l ; and , that the antidote might
have been circulated by the same means
as the poison was administered ; for ,
if Christiani ty cannot be supp orted by
fair and sound ar gument , it cannot be
wor th defendin g. — That Christianity
gives no support to persecution for
religious opinions , I should imagine
no rational and enlightened Christia n
will deny ; but what may be clear in
the abstract , is not always reducible to
practice ; arid an important question
presents itself in the present case—
Was it practicable ? I firml y believe
not ; and therefore think that Govern -
ment has exercis ed a sound discretion
in preventin g the impend ing mischief ,
and thereb y preservin g the public tran -
quillity. But let me not be suspected
of wishing to enter into any political
discussion , or of defending the conduct
of Government in all the measures
they have adopted for the purp ose.
For , as far as I can jud ge, the same
good ends might have been obtained
withou t recurring to the severity of the
late-enacted penal statutes , whereb y
the liberty of the unoffending part of
the nation is so much abr idged, and by
which Government have dra wn upon
their own heads the severe condemna -
tion of the more enlightened and judi -
cious part of the nation . But my
object is not political , but to shew the
imprac ticability of convincing* the Un-
believer in the Christian religion by
argument.

In the firs t place, of what use could
it be to discuss the subj ect in cheap
publi cation s with the labour ing classes
of the people ? They are neither from
education nx>r inquiry capable of un-
derst anding the subject, o:c at all .fitted
to unravel the perp iexities in which it
is involved. Their belief in Christi -
anity goes no furthe r than a belief in
some of the discorda nt doctrinea they
have lear ned from their different
teachers. It is only then to the well-
informed , and enlightened objector to
the Christian revelation that argum ent
could jb§ applied, and his rej ection of
Chris tianity does not arise from oppo-
sition to it in its native pur ity, ,(for in
this state it has never been proposed
to him,) but? to its corr uptions and

unintelligible doctrines , as they are
pro fessed under different shades of
variety by all the churche s in Chris *
tendom ; which doct rines their different
interpreters undertake to prov e from
the New Testam ent to be the word of
God. Before I proceed to endeavour
to convince the enlightened Theist of
the truth of Christiani ty, instead of
charg ing him with unreaso nable preju-
dice, I will candid ly confess to him
that , if I did not believe it upon other
and better evidence than tha t con-
tended for by the orthodox church , I
could not be a believer in the Christian
revelation y but I hope, if he will have
the candou r and patience to attend to
the ar guments I shall offer for believ-
ing it, to produce in him the same
firm conviction of its truth which I
myself feel. In doing this I shall con-
sider myself as reas oning with an en-
lighten ed and candid unbeli ever, and
shall examin e his objections : for, as
Paley justl y observes , " the true Theist
will be the firs t to listen to any credi-
table communications of divine know-
ledge. He wishes for light -y his inwar d
veneration for this great Being will
incline him to attend to all that is
taught by a revelation that gives rea-
sonable proof of having proceeded
from him."

The firs t objection of the Unbeli ever
is, that no revela tion said to be from
God, and received on historical testi-
mony, can be worth y of credi t, if, from
its internal evidence, it contains doc-
trines contrar y to, the Divine perfec -
tions and character as discovered by
the light of nature ; such, he says, are
the doctrines embr aced and profe ssed
by all the churche s in Christendom ,
and said by them to be contained in,
and capable of proof from, the New
Testam ent, the writers of which, they
also affirm , were inspired. " Now, on
such evidence," says he, €t I cannot
believe in Christianity. " The next ob-
ject ion, and a formidable one I confess
it is, is, " How is it, if this revelation
be from God, that , after having been
promulgated almost 1800 years , there
are scarcel y any two inter preters or
teacher s of the differ ent doctrine a which
they embr ace, that can agree upon
what it does teach, though most of
them contend that their own creed is
necessary to. sal vat ion? " He therefore
says, that "A religion of so much
contradic tion, and uncertain ty cannot
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be from God, but the visionary revery
of enthusi asts i" he, consequentl y, re*
jects it altogether I Now as this is
the pre sent state of the case between
the Unbeliever and the orthodox Chris*
tian, how is it possible, by arg uments
drawn from the^New Testament , where
alone theyture to be sought, to indu lge
tj*e least expectation of convincing and
convertin g him to Chris tianity ? No,
Sir, it cannot be. We must first prove
to him, upon bette r evidence, what
Chris tianity is in its own native purity,
when freed from its corruptions , before
we can entertain a reasonable hope of
convincing him.

In an inquiry into the truth or false-
hood of the history of the Christ ian
revelation , the New Testament is the
only authority to which we can appeal,
and befor e we proceed to do so, it
will be necessary to settle the point
maintained by all reputedl y orthod ox
churches , that the whole is written
under divine inspiration , and, there -
fore, ought to be received as true ;
than this, nothing can be more ground -
less. For , by whomsoever insisted
upon, so manifest to the contrary does
it appear , on the slightest and most
superficial inquiry, that insisting upon
it is nothin g short of laying the axe to
the root , and demolishing the Christian
revelation at a strok e—-renderi ng it a
mere fkble. The New Testament is a
volume containin g the writin gs of many
different individuals , collected into the
present form , it is suppos ed, by a
council assembled at Laodicea in the
fourth century ; this i&, however , in no
way material ; but they were certainl y
selected from a much greater numbe r
of books, written by professin g Chris *
tians , extant at that time, and from all
that appears , many of the books re-
jected were entitled to as much credi t
as some of those that were received,
and now* form a part of the New Tes«<-
tamenfc. The four Gospels profess to
contain an histor y of the New Cove*
nunt , offered by God to manki nd
throug h the mission of Jesus, and to
record bis life, ihihistr y, deat h and ret
^urrection . If these four Gospefc had
been proved authenti c, and had agreed
in the facts and principal circumstanced
of the histor y, the most sceptical in-
4}ui6er could have made no rational
vobjection to the record from the books
themselves ; but so discord ant ate they
to each other, and mixed with such

fictions and fables, that, till we separ ate
this foul mixture from the plain and
simple truths contained in the authen tic
record , all attem pts to convince an
enlightened Unbeliever must be in vain.
Should he then ask why four such
discordant histories were selected , he
might be told, by a father of the
church , Theophylact, that it was be-
cause they corresponded to the four
cardinal points of the compass , to the
four seasons of the year , &c* The
contents of all those books have been
received chiefly on the historical testi-
mony of men, many of wh<Mp wer e
remarka bly credulous and lapers ti-
tious, on which, as it appears to me,
undue stress has been laid , and not
sufficient regard paid to the internal
evidence, and much too litt le to the
more important evidence from pro-
phecy, which is the evidence of God
himself, and must be far above all the
testimony of fallible man, and that
evidence by which I hope to afford
more satisfaction to the candid Unbe-
liever.

I believe, in statin g the objections
of the Unbeliever, I have taken the
strongest , and omitted nothin g impor -
tant. In replying, I shall reverse the
order and begin with the second objec-
tion ; for I hope when I come to de-
monstrate to him what Christianity is,
when freed from the foul mixture with
which it is incorporated , his first ob-
jection will be removed, seeing that
Christianit y is in perfect harm ony with
the Divine perfections. The second
objection is, How is it, if Christianity
be from God, though it has been pro -
mulgated almost 1800 years, it is at
this time do unsettled and little unde r-
stood, &c. ? In tak ing a compre hen-
sive view of the scheme of the Chris-
tian revelation , thou gh we cannot fully
understand the means and end of the
Divine plan, because to the full com-
prehension of it our limited faculties
are not adequate , yet we can discover
that it comes from God, by the sure
and unerring testimony of prop hecy,
and that the corruptions which began
to take place eo soon after its promul-
gation, and have continued under dif-
feren t variations to the present time,
will be found to establish two import
tan t facts in proof of the tru th of the
revelation. The fim i  ̂ that nothing
but the (Winiscience of Gowl tfould,
throu gh the inspiration of the Apo&tles,
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bavg pre dicted , 1700 year s before, so
circum stantially the corruptions wlmh
would take place, which the concurrin g
testimony of history confirms , and
which we gee completing to this very
day ; thereby provi ng that it must be
from God* tod % part of thai very plan
for which in his wisdom he hath pro -
vided. And, secondly, that it is a satis-
factory proof that the books in which
these proph ecies are found, must be
authe ntic* And although these cor-
rupti ons may, \q , Our limited view,
appea r an imperfection , yet the same
test imony of prophecy assures Us, that
they will be done away, that pur e
Chri stianity will ultima tely prevail , and
that all will be finall y glor ious and
happy .

Numerous are the prophecies in the
Old Testament relating to the mission
of Jesus which have been completed —
but there is one in particular so strik-
ing that I must refer to it. It is well
known that the Jews were * most care -
ful ia the preservation of their Scrip*
tu res, and that the books of Moses
must have been written many ages
before the birth of Christ. Now Mo-
ses, ia an address to the people, (Deut.
xviii. 15,) tells them , " The Lord your
God will raise up unto you from your
brethr en, a Prophet like unto me; to
him ye shall barken in all things what -
soever he shall speak unto you/' Such
an impression had this prop hecy made
upon the Jews , tha t it appears from
their history that there was a general
expectatio n of the coming of this Pro -
phet abou t the time of the birth of
Jes us ; now from the time of Moses
to the minist ry of Jesus , ,  there , had
been no other prop het like unto him
(nor has there been any since that
time). Moses was the messenger of
the Jewish Covenant , Jesus was the
messenger of the Christian ; and so
clear and convincing was the app lica-
tion of this prop hecy to the peri son and
char acter of Jesus, tha * f when Peter
was preaching the new religion to the
people, vvhen referring to it, and shew-
ing how it was at that time completed
oetore • timix eyes, it produefcfl > Mdh
conviction;sin them, " tha t many that
heard him baKered * and the numbe r of
the men was about 6000." Aot*ir. 4>
Here then is evidence, far exceeding
all human, testimony, tha t Jesus was
tlie divinelyra ppointed messenger of

the N&V Covenant, and that that Co-
venan t was from? God.

The better to convince the Sceptic
it will be necessary to shew, first , thai
the corruptions have been predicted ,
and then their completion. St. Paul
having informed the Thessalonians,
during his ministry amongst them, of
the corruptions tlmt would take place
in the church , renxinds them of it in
his second letter ; stati ng to them,
that these corruptions had began to
wo#k e^eri at that very time $ that theywofk even at toat very time $ that they
would go on *' till the' man of sin
would be revealed, the son of perdition ,
and then /* (says he,) ** that wicked
fpowfcr ] shall be revealed, fcyen hhn >whose coming is after the #brkin |j of
Satan , with all power and signs and
tying- wonders; and for this cause God
will send them stron g delusions that
they will believe (even) a lie." Sect
also 1 Tim. iv. 1 ; 2 Tim. in. 1—3,
iv. 3 and 4. The concurrin g histories
of the church clearly inform us that
these corr uptions have taken place.
They graduall v increased after theThey gradual ly increased after the
apostolic age, till by the clergy of the
orthodox apostate church , such a trade
was made of Chris tianity, that men
were brou ght not only to believe the
grossest lies, but to pay for them also :
and from about the sixth or seventh
centur y, to the twelfth or thirteenth ,
Christianity was almost lost in a sink
of the most abomina ble depravity. But
the same testimon y distinctl y assures
us, that it would not be lost, that a
few witnesses would be preserved , by
whom it Would be ra ised from its de-
graded state, and tha t " the aera shall
arriv e, marked in resplend ent cha-
racters in the decrees of heaven , and
to which the golden index of p rophecy
continuall y points, jvhen 4 %ne know-
ledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as
the waters cover the* sea,* and the reign
of truth , freedom, virtue and happiness ,of truth , freedom, virtue and happine ss,
shall be universal anfi everlasting." *
Prom the thirteent h century light be-
gan to dawn upon this darkness; ancl
the Reformat ion by kfctlter^and, above
all; tlte art bf pifol^g coming tf o life
aid, learnin g ami kpowleqge incareased
with ai^I^St^d>peed, ah<^iri \1jm'$&*
gifea8iv6 march we see it at the pr eseni

? Bqlsham'a jPfeo f or the €art o/ie
Claims.
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time : and it is highly probable that
Christia nity is now better understood
than at any time since this apostolic
agre; but there remains yet much rub-
bish to be removed, and the corrupt
doctrines of the orthod ox church ex-
punged, before Christianit y can be ex-
hibit ed in its native purity to the candid
and enlightened Theist.

[To be continued.]

Sir , May \%y 1820.
ON reading Mr. Harris 's Discourse

entitled '* Unitarianism the only
Religion that can become Universal,"
I was particularl y struck with a pas-
sage in the Appendix , on the difficulty
of obtainin g a single missionary, or
funds to support one, or even £b0O
to defray the expense of printin g a
prayer -book and some tracts in the
Tamui language , except the example
set by a single congregatio n is fol-
lowed by the majority, which the
author does not appe ar to expect
from what follows.—€ €  Till then we
must be content to be the laughing-
stock of every other sect, and repro -
bated, deserved lv reprobated , for the
want of tha t zeal and that benevolence
without which the purest princi ples
are of little avail ,"

I profess, Mi% Edit or, to be an
inquirer after religious tru th , and
believe the genuine Scripture s are the
only depository of Christian princi ples,
and tha t every sect app roach or reced e
from the truth , as their creeds agr ee
with, or are contrad ictor y to this sacr ed
autho rity. And as the firs t gran d
fundamental truth there taught appears
to me the Unity of the Deity, I have
felt extremel y anxious to know whe-
ther Unitariani sm, in the aggregate,
was equal ly consistent with the pre-
cepts of Christ , For this purp ose, I
have freq uentl y attended Unitarian
chapels and conversed with professors .
At the former , I have heard eloquen t
discours es on var ious points, embel-
lished with beaut iful figures and ar gu-
mentat ive deductions or ajjntost demon-
strative force, | and yet Have genera lly
retired sensible of the nrbpnety of a
quotation , by ah orthodox friend , on
our leaving one of the first preach ers
in the metro polis,
*c If love be absent , I am found,

Like tinkling brass , an empty sound ;"

while amongst the latt er, I have
found able disputants on contro-
versial subjects , the Trinity, Atone-
ment , Philosop hical Necessity or Fr ee
Will, the powers of reason, "&c., but
scarcely one who appeared equal ly
anxious for the cultivation of the
Christian graces of humility and love,
or the precepts of Chri st a& a superi or
Teacher or Lord * While one sheltered
himself under the idea, that as he
believed fewer doctrines than other s,
he was less liable to the charge of
professing hypocriticall y; another , on
my asking what Unitari ans thought of
the offices of Christ , and whether they
should not be more regarded , plainly
told me such questions proclaimed me
an enthusiast.

These observatio ns and Mr. Harris 's
confession, I cannot reconc ile with my
old-fashioned notion s of the plain,
serious , unadorned preac hing of our
Lord , level to the meanest capacity,
addressed equal ly to the understanding
and fe elings of mankind , or to that
self-denial and ardent zeal which cha-
racteri zed the first Christ ians , How-
ever specious , therefore , however just ,
indeed, the theory of Unitarians , I am
almost led to conclude , if these com-
plaints are general , that theirs cannot
be a corr ect system of theology—the
religion of him whose badge is love,
whose disciples are only to be known
by their frui ts . What 1 are Unitari ans
(rati onal Chris tians !) the only profess-
ors who expect the Deity to work
fresh miracl es to propaga te their faith ,
and while hundreds of men are read y
to leave their native shores , and tensV*~r «h^»swv T *KS VAAVAJL AAMIWA f V  ̂ P-J »* ̂-̂  * ¦******•  mw»»-«-'m "— -w— — -—-

of thousand s of pounds are raise d to
promote what they esteem gross error ,
will they make no exertion to dissemi-
nate truth where no prec onceived pr e-
jud ice is to be overcome but what all
missionari es have equall y to encounter ?
Is not lukewarmness a fair confession
they esteem it altogether unimp ort ant ?
I ani aware that while one sect consider
the Deity inexorable , an4 that all men
who know not the 'Swiour will be
damn ed for ev&r , the other believes the
Almighty is < a; being of infinite mercy
and benevolence. But is this a reason
for inactivit y ? ^ Shali grat itude produce
no fruit /while fear produ ces so much ?
Do they believe the ̂ Saviour came to
teach the most perfec t ̂ ctfde of mora-
lity,' and are they less anxidus tfcat the
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Extracts of Letters from Mr. Richard
Flower.

Albion, Illino is,
Jan . 18, 1820.

MY wUple feip i^y, I think sqjpy,
since we haye been hsre, much

better health than in Eogjand, ai>d we
have enjoyed the fine Iiidian summer,
which hap lasted Ju ft t;wo month s, pf
most charming tempera ture, the ther-
mometer nMuh îrom 70 to Jo* W*e

and one sudden, chftnge to 35 degrees}
I1*6 WjO Ap9?J ft^r.̂ f|8 AIPM! !fine tiU qfii^̂ ii^^ay  ̂wtom «» ;&|d
trp^t w ô^n^^  ̂ ^d
S^u-w $mi* w ?<™°M ilpp*
1¥ nermp f̂fir bgmg |ffiOT?Mnff»
f - JSP Wlk* <rW%&N!£ P Q& WWw/ TO â frOftt pf { 0$}Y /Pniie
g*p W «pij %^P̂ al5̂ r 

*p&*
at

w§l£. Y^ij will say /^/^a% f^^//has
a suspicious somid; I iJ& ll therefore
^lude to that terra in fulaire, an4 st»|e
]ft  ̂ jnconv eni(5nce3 as ̂ |pte|jthe ^ plea-
sures of the aut umn. AVe b ĵre experi-
enced coiisiderab te inconvenience f r 0 m
draught, apd beea ob% ^i to ^aw
wajer py carriage %& the town, wjio$e
w^J

Is did not supply the inhabi tants
with a sufficiency, and the people (HKe
the Israelites ) murmured at us, the
town proprietors , as much as ever Jtfe&jt
stiff-necked people did at Mose^. I blid
np uget: jfeo strijke, q$ power to r^e
water by miracle of any Gad , and there-
for  ̂applied industry and perseveyance
to make up this deficieacy, and pffered
to supply diem with fine spring water
at a f dollar per baurel, froi» a most
delightful spring, found on George's
estate , only eiirht feet deep, and inex-
haustible. I had nearl y two miles to
dr ^w it, but I lost nothing by my
contract , and murmurin g was allayed.
This want of water would have been a
serious objection to our settlement if
it had been local, but it has been an
unusual droug ht throug hout the whole
of the Western Countr y, such as has
been rarel y experi enced, and we have
been much better off than the people
of Kent ucky; it has also awakejied
qu,r energies, and within half a mile of
the town a delightful well has been
opened, besides two others at a mile
and a half, so that 110 re^l \ypt has
been known, pnly inconvenience suf-
fered. I am rathe r part icular Qn this
s^fejQCt/ as r^pprt 

had spre ad .tkaf QVF
town h^4 bwke lip, PUT p^ppl  ̂J |£&t-
tcfr^d, ^nd disease prevai led Jfr p wmt
of w^ter, all which was potori pu l̂y
jp^ke; md, %qu^i mersy, I Mm
there l^ve Jfce n fewer de^tlp 

,|p 
tfee

number of iph^bUwts than in apy jp ^ift
of Engla nd. Aftpth^r incpnyeni^nce
ficpm ̂ hifi {Irmigfct wfis, Ihe burpii|g pf
the prairies much earlj^r thayi us

^al.
Th^re Jp ,a ;p^n46î r iip *3m scene
almost indescribab le and somewhat*mrmmm 'VFit *v tffy^f  ̂B^iyv^w H"V ^v^-^i-fl-jT—

alarra jflg. ^5e ,^ee \vho\e p r&w^,
.copt ^ining thousjiiMls Qf .acre?, W^ .a
Sea^r .lpke of #rej ^<eiwpg; WSp s
«f ^iftQJke ao ^tf^ct 

typ W!*m&&% 1̂ >
Jog^f,smoke, an<l paiafal tQ.tjje4y63;
tfljt (pfiter ,a {few «tes» »U fe jQv ĉte»d^T» X^f Mt # T *s ¦ *»T * '  ' ^y lap*' * -¦»•¦' • "  www • .)^ '-**V'"* <n w v

W ffey ^tew /8^4 <*»e j|ir &§*£»& ityit
,ftlir .̂ ^ rbog  ̂% 

.gone  ̂ At J *is ̂ aa^n
,tfee j?»tt ]ie gp mtp ^̂ I^i^r̂ e p»v^

a
ibgfd̂ pp^p to lopk »

f^r, 
ttUeim ? 

afta 
if

 ̂ ac^pp is Jot inftmoder atp ly w^t,

wlMjfe wftri4 s|iou!4 prpfi* l?  ̂U, thm
those who profes s to njake i$ Qgly a
secondary ^9a»iderati pn? 4re jl^F
willing Jo ^l|pr #ye 4<?ctriiies common
to $U sgcts ^t  ̂fe  ̂ |̂ f iiential o^l )tl|̂ r
min4s |hw qn t^e 9f others ? J s pji<fe
of in^l̂ Dt, -#r $te hupil

^
ie virt upe

pron ounced blessed by C%i§t bimgelf,
the most distinguished trai t of Unita -
rianism? In a word , do they "not
pr actically ad^nit the charge Qf theijr
theological opponents , that theirs is a
system of the head without touchin g
the heart ; that they can with equal
coolness wotU a pro blem in Euclid,
and examine ttue truths of reveiatiou,
not satisfied without demonstr ation,
but equa lly affecte 4 yp i h  t^e result |n
either case?

1 conceive Mr. Harri s's address is
well adapted to supp ort the position
he advocates , but sur ely his Appendi x
conta ins its complete xefutatf bn. What
signifies the aptitude of the soil, (the
unity of God to Jewish, Mahometan
and Pagan prepossessio ns,) if there is
no sower to sow, np gern^e to vege-
tate, no warmth to fructi fy ? It surely
is much more probable that after the
opposition of controver sy has ceased
to agitate , Unitarianism itself will end
in frigid indifference. I confess I fear
to enter their circle, though I ever
wish to remain

A BER£AN.
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they come out as fat as sheep from
Coleseed , and afford profit to 4the
grazier. Oiii* btillocks, which were
bought at 16 and 17 dollars last year,
are now selling at Albion Market from
28 to 31 dollars each, paying nearl y
cent per cent for nine months ' keeping ;
thus we are this year principa lly
graziers , having 200 acres enclosed ana
more enclosing. George will have a
fine farm opened, an excellent garden
and young tr eea, and vegetables of the
most luxuriant growth. It ought not ,
however ,- to be concealed, that we are
much in want of farmin g labourers ;
we eannot get a jugular ploughman,
aiid a ptoughboy is sFtill a scarcer
commodity  ̂ ai*d till we can get our
prairies once Woken , and go with two
hordes without a driver , ploughin g will
be difficult to get performed. Our
people put on the independent airs of
Americans , without either their natural
or noble independence , which disdains
any thing like servitude , but , as if
delightin g to tease us gave them great
pleasure ," they quit their work suddenl y
and without rea son ; but we greatly
counteract this by keeping them out
of employ and our money in our
pockets  ̂ and pay gangs of American s,
who come out and are always migrating
for a job of work , and then return to
their farms. We are also, in many
instances , destitute of women servants ,
but then we have plenty of helps, or
char women, who will come and work
by the day or half day, and then return
to their families . My wife has ma-
naged this business admirabl y well :
observing their disposition , she hires
them by the hour , sees well to them
for the time being, and general ly gets
a \vhole day's work done in a f ew
hours . This occasional assistance , in
addit ion to the services of Mr s. Cart er
and a woman servant , make s us com-
fortab ly served.

On our ret i^n of Christmas -day, we
invited our party as at Mard en $ we
assembled thirty -two in number. A
more intell igent , sensible collection, I
never had under my roof in England.
A plentiful supp ly of plum pudd ing,
roast beef and minee pies were at
table, and turkeys in plenty, havin g
purchase d four &r ft dollar the pre-
ceding week. We found among the
par ty good musicians , good singers,
and the young people danced , nine
couple, and the whole party Wfcte

innocent ly happ y and cheerfu l during
the evening ; The company werepleased
to say I had tran sferred old England
and its comfort s to the Illinois . Thus ,
my dear Sir, we are not in the least in
want of society ; aind I would not
change my situation for any in Ame-
rica , nor for disturbed and tumultuous
England .

My efforts to assembl e the people
to public worshi p have been successful :
our place is well attended , often from
40 to 50 people through winter , and
amongst our congregatio n we often
numb er a part pf Birkbeek 's children
and servants. Our singing is excel-
lent ; our prayers , the reform ed Unita-
rian service. Tbfe sermons which have
been read are fro^n an author I never
met with in England , a Mr. Butcher ;
they are , without exception, the best
prac tical Sermons I have ever seen.
Our Library -Room is well att ended in
the afternoon ; the people, improving
in cleanliness and sobriet y, recover
their intellectual faculties , and interest
themselv es in mora l and Chris tian
converse . When I arrived at Albion,
a more disorganized , demoralized state
of society never existed ; the experi -
ment has been made—the abandonmen t
of Christian institutes and Christian
sabbaths , and living without God in
the world has been f edtly  tried . If
those theologians in England who
despise the sabba th and laugh at con-
gregational worship, had been sent to
the English settlem ent in the Illinois
at the time I arrived , they would , or
they ought to have hid their faces for
shame. B *s family played at
cricket , the backwoodsmen shot at
mark s, their favouri te sport , and the
Sunda y revels ended in riot and savage
fightin g; this was too much for Infidel
nerves. All this also took place at
Albion ; but when a few, a very few,
better men met and read the Scriptur es,
and offered prayteir , at It poor cbnte mp-
tibte log-house, these tevellers were
awed into silence, and the sabbath at
Albion became decently quiet. One
of its inhabitan ts, of an Infidel cast,
said to me, u Sir 1 this is very extra-
ordinar yi that what . the law could not
effect , sa little an assembly meeting
for worship should have eflfected."
" Sir,*' said I, " I am gtttr jmsed that
you da not peitfeivfc 1 ) &m. you are offer-
ing a stronger ar ^meiit in favour of
this tlhrfetian institute tha i* any I can
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pr esent , to jr ^iu 
If the rea ding of

the Scripture m congregation has had
such efficacious and such wonderful
effects, you jwght no , longer to jr^ect
or neglect giving your attention to its
contents and its precious religious
institutions *?* Thus, my dear Sir, my
effort s for the benefit of others have
been greatly messed. I appear at pre -
sent more satisfied with my lot, because
I app ear to be more useful than ever :
in England, all my attempts at useful-
ness were puny compared to what they
are here. Man y people here openly+mm -^̂  *.«.^̂ * » *̂.» ^*w~ 

¦.pan i sK*-
 ̂ Wff ^ t̂^ z^mr m ^-**  ̂ -w a>  ̂»ir.v **^ w

express their gratitude to me as the
saviour of this

 ̂
place, which* t&ey say,

must have dispersed if I hact: &Qt
arrived . This is encouraging to a
heart wounded with affliction as min^
has been* and is yrging i^e on to plans
of future ^sefuluesŝ  ." A placq fas
educatio n a sjmday-sctool, and, above
all, a Bible ,$ocie$jf, ' if we incr ease*shall be my aim ana endeavou r. I
have alr eady abundan t testimon y, that
God will bless his wx>rd, and if the
rest of my life should be spent in such
useful work and employment , my
deat h-bed will be. more calm than if I
had been taken from life before I had
arri ved at this period of utility. You
will, I trust* be ablet to appreci ate the
stati on l*rpvidqnc,e **as placed jne in,,
and feel pleasur e at tbi3 epmmuoica-
tion. My house, which is near ly
finished, is a comfor table one, and can
boast a roof that neither Hertf ord nor
Mar den could boast. It stan ds the
most drenching rains and dri fting snows
without lett ing in ^ny wet* I described
it in my former letters ; and while. I
am satisfied with the comfor t it affords ,
the America ns behold it with astonish-
ment. < /

You would hf we t>?en much amused
if you had been, with us a feyir we$£s
ainice, when I ,Ke$. a. ymp ffpm Captai n
Burli;e, (a se^siW© î 4i^S% ^J^^
S^'̂ ^ ia^isP!lt <EW- Wraffi j .̂ he-flHW ^f*nw wjie, wlw^H^W^.we fl^lfug^t ^^*W thi-oiirfi, %t pTwkj .'^yir^ujppd
with hsrjifi;, n^t 

'̂y^
m^u W^S"isposed to ara tif v .  their cunositv.

A hete, wife,*' said he, did #mjey  ̂ see 
^cjh $m&i' ?̂^ ffie ,f#jthe

Vfflsv— loQl^d ,m f a  im^rp^
wer 

^ur
^PJftW lP1.  ̂W M^W,^ffiW fiTOW'fflP ^^^8?e**w g ^m rWt|b r wi^meix^, ,1%*

turnin g from these sights to the library,
€€ NQpv> f> said he to my wife, ,'1 iS>es
5rour old gentlemen " (for that iif i$p
title here ) " rc^adi iE those bodls '̂"
"Yea ," said she, " he has read most
of Kheoou-19 " Wtiy if I toag too read
half them. I should drive all the little
sense in my head out of it*" ' I replied
that we read to incr ease aur senseraaid
our knowledge ; but this untut ored
son of nature could not conceive df
this till I took doAva a volume of Shawls
Zoology. " YQttj Mr. Burke, are wt
old hunter , and have met with many
snakes in your time. I never s^v
above one in py iife ; now if I can teU
you as m«^fi about yotir snakes dnd
deer s«  ̂bears and wolves, as tnueh or
mc^re tbqtj i yoij . know, you will see the
11^^, iOf baqka,̂  i ?I f read M> Mm ia de-
ecrmtipn of thje mttle snake, arid then
S>hew£d him the plate, arid so on. , >His
attention was arreste d, aud .Ws thkst
for knowledge fast incr easing. ^c * I
never saw an Indian in my life, and
yet," said I, " I can tell you all about
them.* I read again ana shewed him
a coloured plate . " There ," spid he,€€ wife, is not this wonderful , that this
gentlem an, coming so many miles,
should know these things from books
only} " " See yê " said fie, pointing
to the Indian, *c got him toa turn."
In short , I neyer felt more interested
for an hour or tw&* to see how this
man's mind thirsted after knowledge;
and though he dreaded the appearance
of so many books, he seemecf, before
he left, as if he could spend his life
amongst them .—Oilr Libra ry is now
consouda ted; and, that the kind inten-
tions of yourself and others may not
be lost, and that your names may live
an our memories and be perpetuated to
futur e generations , I have conveyed all
th ^ bpoks presented to Us in trusty to
the proprietors of the town far ther use
flf, .itid^., AlbiQn I JUibr ary ; writt en: the
n#mes, of the i dopQr ^i m them, and &
Vfm ue  ̂Jejter J shall, pro form  ̂ be
$U (Lp. convev tq you quk uoited thanks
fer^ Tthe , Moofes ivnr0aentted. \ Our little
^b^ ĵ^^iadpl^tio  ̂ travdlieifE,
»xid ttAme;f team s^y, we l f r om mg of o-
pJiBhed^more in o»e year tfewtr many
Ae\y settlepaents t have e&sctg ^ ̂wvfifiy^t-
a well-supplied Market , 

^
netffc 'place

of worship, and a good libralryv > ; r > v
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, Sir , June 10, 1820. *
IN looking throu gh your last Num-

ber my attention was particularl y
attracted by the remarks of Hylas and
your Norwich Corres pondent fpj). 277
—280, arid 291—294] on Mr. B6l-
sham's Three Sermons. Entertaihih ff
the highest respect for Mr. BelshanVs
opinions, and feeling grat eful to ftHn
for the pleasure and advanta ge afforded
by his invaluabl e labours in the Chris -
tian vineyard, I was anxious to examine
for myself a work which, from the
representations of others , appeared to
contradi ct the first princ iples <tf Dis-
sent. I may be mistaken , for we all
view thin gs thro ugh the medium of our
preconceive d opinions ; and I am tine
of those who have been tau ght to thin k
that Christiani ty needs no other pa.
tronagfe from %he 4ml magistrate than
hia good example ; thiflit its ptofe&tiift
need no other pr t̂eietfoil than ttmt due
to ve ĵr tnaa as a. tftfem ; ffitt tio fie&
ton should be t»xM fbr th^ (rtq^p<iit W"
another** faith m& $*h&fy*to, 6r bh
obliged to %ive all? otter *«6at of bfc
own than good wmdttU t; that a^y
person is, in reft son, thditrfi ttbt by Y*\Vy
entitled not oiily to h61d ttiiy ojpSph
conscientiously, l>ut to ̂ tfblifih it^MiSt
by speaking or writing without liabi-
lity to punishment, unless he can be

indicted ai teaching sdihe specific and
definite crime expressly f6i1>idden by
the laws of God and his countr y, as
murder , treason, ^. And, that it is
the duty of the magistrate to prot ect
every one in the ful I enjoy meiit of his
^eR^iotis, as well as Iris civil rights arid
liberties , t^ithbut re^aM to sect or
patty, by thfe oMy means ^ri his jjo tVer,
th§ uilpartfetl e^elnitJoii df la  ̂ikifitct-
irig pains ^ild ^benalti ^s.

WlKi p € i i  tn hand I peruse d the
Serm'Ohsr, and if f a i l  a*fe liot crowded
hi yotur next NtjL&bet , perha ps you
Will allow nte ft) atiatfe hoiV they stru ck
me. Great part consists of encomiums
on the Christian religion, and a full
assent to so much Mil be taken for
granted withdut particul arizin g. But
the conclusion attempted to be dra wn
from all this appears to me startlW .
How its own Hattve excellence can be
ui^ed as a plea for magisterial support
1 am at a loss to understand . On the
cdiArar y, 5t kjppesafs ib i6e ah unan-
swerabl e reason why %tfe magistr ate
should h6t mt^rfeiie iti ali, of at any
rafe furt& ei- tftan to Use his eialted
situati on us an oj^brttikii ty for becdin-
ing Ja conspicubus ekaiiiple of teal
Christi e doiidtidt , brfft pi-etetitiii g
l%6ted zeal fiHoim fere 'ikiiig but into
act3 6f vibfeiicb &tt& ihjtist ifee on
Ticcotint of differences ih reliHous
opinion.

Ak a Chrt ^fittn I tfferilKte kt the con-
se^uehees &f piei4<iitftti g the civil power
to interfere in ralsiii f iUiids for the
constru ction of *fcHgk>tt& edifices and
the education irid sti^brt itf Ihinfe ters ,
{pp. 7—12,) fdr It is iih^pssible to
ftofifet tvfcat nas beeii. !Btit this point ,
as treated tojr Mr. B., tesolV^sT itself
rather into a question of political eco-
nomy, thafa bite 6f religious ̂ Hkcible^attd as ^uch, it a6es not a^peaf difficult
to prove it a me ̂ tt%tfv ivffhiii the
m!e—Wtat wh^r* there is a demand
there Will bte a 'stipply Without legisla-
tive iiiterftrttice; M I Tiave certainly
Wt to ltiihi, that Christianity is the
dull, tihint^restteg tile foreottto like
k tobriiiiig drtftm, or that it forms a
d ĵflcaWê ^xefeptidn to this general

The difficulty whidh itir. B. admits
tlifere Wbm W Wt We ' cft^e Sf ffo;
Wifl^hi ^fi jP*6

 ̂
*irfiitt̂  of

ffle ^^i«^W hiS^^ffî .̂ ^v rt Ae
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N&vblckt
Silt, J ty-17, 1820.

mi/ lLL you give me leave to tfe-
Tf commend, through the medlurrt

of your Magazine, the case of the
Boston Unitariafi Ghapel to the atte n-
tion of the Fellowship Fund Societies,
and of tho& e amdn g us Who have it irt
their power to be liberal ? I can testify;
Sir, that i in thG iaubscriptions wHch
they have made for the erection of their
neat and commodio us place of worship ,
the congregatio n have done theif part
handsom ely; and I trust that in this
labour of love thiey WU1 be rt ^isted by
the contrib utioli3 of 'octets Whb lire
able to do them so kind a service.
After all that they have done, however,
they are still burthened with a consi-
siderabl e debt, which the UberaHt y of
their brethren will, I hobe, in a short
tiine, enable them to liquidate. From
my o\vn observation , it is a case which,
permit me again to say, 1 feel great
confiden ce in recommend ing.

THOMAS MADGE .



elected Calvin&t to contribute taW&rds
the diffusion of Socinian infideGty ? Is
the repr obate Unitarian to bfe t&sted
for the suppor t of princi ples at which
he shudders > < Does not history teach
us to fear that the jealous y and bick-
erings engendered by this system of
extortio n and favouritis m, however dis-
guised or palliated , will produce more
evil tha n can be balanced by any pro -
bab le good result ? With respect to
the charge of 1 obsequiousnes s and
tr uckling in our Difcseming Ministers,
(p. 12,) I feel with your Norwkfa
Correspondent. Surely the accusation
is unsubsta ntiated by facts and founded
on false theory. Is it not reasonable
to expect that the man whose labours
are remunerated by small contributions
from rnany, will fre more independen t
of each and all. than he who is aft-
)ointed and p&id fty one or a few, mil
>e from the controul of the one or the
feW ?

I beg pardon f ot the etxpte&sitiih, but
is it not preposterous to e£J>ecit (p. 15)
that the ciifrl power will ever be vested
in the hand s of beings so Superior to
the present race of man, as to afford a
reas onable hope of theit exercising a
discretion so sdiind and liberal , in pro -
viding for tW spiritual Wants x>f ettery
individ ual, that We Should be benefited
by the surrender df our deafest liber -
ties, Hhd by trus ting implicitly to Te-
ceivfe a sharfc of patronised Chlfeti-
anity, eafch accordin g tt> the measure
of his deserts 6r necessities ? When
our governor s are bfectfme so <etfM*iii-
sitely perfect , may we not faiirly e^pect
that the Whole worid Will hatr e graved
at that blessed state in which Gover n-
ment tnay be dispense d with, as tto
longer constitutin g a necessary evil*No Christian cottld eter object to
see Christia nity familiar in otlr COiirtB
and parlia ments, (p. 17,) reigtitog f in
the hearts and ^ov^tiring 

the 
t£ti6n  ̂of

att in authority , jftit a ' " * Iriitited
fron t" ! 1̂  Royalty inBttlt^d by the
appro ach of a tftra tian tttfhfcrter, liti-
less tric ked out in laWu and coWnets ?
Is Epifecbbttl pomp n^e^saTy When
Msocomg xn^ umaDuan ts w me pttuic c
to take ho thou ght foi- r^inieift, biit
consider the U^hO\r tii^^ W: tocongee ^cj?P5^M^#LS
thS tiofto l4 P̂ ^ttiif e* HiMEi %rlSt r 'W thSS tttT KM

of the disciple of tile lowly Jesus y or
is th£ disciple become greater thah Ms
Master ? " ' : ' ' • #v 'i < ; i / (

Mr. B., a Dissenter, thie declared
and formid able enemy of creeds, the
boldest of innovators , advocaring <$.
18) public taxation for the cedstimctiSri
of places of worship, in which a Na-
tional Liturgy is to be establishe d,
"hi order to protect the decorum of
public worshi p from rash and fanatical
imiovatofs"! Alas ! iare not wen the
wisest of us liable to be betra yed Sato
inconsisten cies? Is it not probable
that by the time theological feeling M$
Subsided to the state in which this
Idt tttgy could be ^gifeed upon, and the
doctrinal test, to. 15,) that Jestw
Christ is a teacher sent from God
should be deemed a sufficient point
Of union, Christians will ha  ̂become
so enlightened , so truly Chr isti^i, that
Mir. B. himself would gladly abandon
his own plan of patrona ge and fe-
vouritism , as not only unne cessary biit
impossible ? Is it not proba ble that
the lMSD.ettlit udci: - aw]Il- kM re- aarxived "befbi^
this imp&fect scheme dan be rea lised?
Should We not b  ̂Peeking Utopia kiid
aeglectirig El^ittm ? i [ r>

Wt. B , ha^ig in Ms fii^t S^rinbii
sketched out his plan of £&1±6tiaM
proceed s in the second to estab lish itB
proptiet  ̂ hi aii$Wer to all objictbiis j.
And here lie has full need of all his
own acnteness and strength agtdnst his
€€ specious" opponents , and it fe pr etty
evident that , Iik6 other combatants , hk
is not so stro ng in a bad as in a godd
cause. : ' n

It cannot indeed be denied to Mr.
B.; that tbe atafee ptaiice of tix6 T'arfii ^
tnentary gra nt (p: 29) is a sacrific e of
itoe stalky princ iple of Dissent, and
tht >se who approve of it cannot with
consistency object to magisterial ihter -
ference absolutely, but solehr tb the
amotmt. It is, indeed, sometimes said
that ©issent ens an fairly entitled to
ft hv wav «f r̂efnmnetattion for what is^HB^̂ V H^̂ r M̂ >  ̂ ^̂ | ^̂^̂ M̂ ^y^p ^pp ^^̂ ripp ^pv^v ^V*^V^HViBV ^V^F^HV v^r v̂ ^̂ p ^̂ P ^̂ ^̂*̂  ̂ w  ̂ '̂ ¦̂ ^̂ m  ̂  ̂ ^̂ ^ -*w-̂  -̂  ^r m̂mw^̂

taken frdm them in tithes and ctailteb -
fritfes, Imt surely : such refinement arid
tfpectel pieaain g should nev^r befc^ttrtf
om of W Â t̂et Hall. AVitfa7̂ .
6p^t to 1;he tomunities ern ^  ̂ by
ifesent ing IWinifiters, (p. Wlj WB . ai4
nbt # V^nature to cb^kBim  ̂t^e

dictate of reason, every rule ^gw^l
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policy* to the feelings and the wishes of
every individual in a Christian state ,
if minist^s of the gospel of peace were
liable to be dragged from the per-
formance of their duties , duties of
incalculable importance to human hap-
piness, and to be forced into the ab-
horred and villainous tra de of human
butchery i It is . sufficiently crue l and
disgraceful to Christendo m, that we,
who ar s not so much withdrawn from
worldly affairs , nor so peculiarl y de-
voted to the prom otion of the deare st
interests of mankind, should be tor n
from our homes and useful occupa-
tions, to endure every species of hard -
ship at the command of petty despots,
to fool away our lives in furthering the
mad schemes of wicked ambition , and
commit the heinous crime of murde r-
ing our fellow-crea tures, who, unof-
fending and unoffended , are in like
manner compelled to murder us for
the gra tification of incarnate devils
sent upon earth to scourge mank ind.
Does consistency require the Christ ian
minister to partici pate in these horrible
crimes, lest by availing himself of ex-
emption from the tyra nt' s gener al con-
scription , he should appear to . admit
the right of magisterial interference in
matters of religion ? If, indeed , he is
an advocate for war, I shall not trouble
myself with attempt ing to reconcile
his inconsisten cies. Again : the office
of church -warden —by what 

^
rule of

policy can a Dissenting Minister , or
any Dissenter , be called upon to un-
dertake the mana gement of chur ch
revenues and regul ations, except upon
Mr. B.'s princi ple, (p. 36,) that the
peace of the whole requires the mino-
rity to submit to the majority, and
when tjxe majority dispenses with the
service, whuat more can be said ? The
objection to serving the oflace of over-
seer of the poor is not so stron g, yet
the peculiar duties of ministers may,
without any sacrifice , of principle, be
urged , not so much in a religiou^ as in
a political point of yiew, j^n  ̂if the
question were. . tried . lij- it& pf 9jper cxir
terion , and tt ie decision ipade ;by the
leijitumtfe sovereign pp^ye? ip  matt ers
of policy

 ̂
,the people—the vptps ) w*>uJ4

be unanimpus, and ministers b
^
e q$~

eropte d without endangeri ng religious
liberty, and. without exposing $tie pre-
sent Dissent er to the char ge of iac0n-
sistency.

Mr, B. theft |nxice^ t̂ to, consider
and answer ^m^m tfce, o^tio ^
which may be ma^dta tQ hi§ plaia of
patronage - * t \ r .

To the first , his ^eply (p. 35) is
merely, that he sees Aft 9bjiec;̂ pn to
public encouragemen t pj |%j ^l*gion so
excellent . Who does ? L^t the ma-
gistr ate respect virtue , a$^l. einploy
ability without regar d to speculative
opinions ; let him not , in the spirit of
exclusive bigotry , deprive his country
of the assistance of its most valuab le
citizens , merely 'because by daring tto
think for themselves they differ from
the herd ; let him not behead a More,
burn a Ridley or Lat imer , or banis h
from Court a Feneloh ; let him not
promote the time-serving renegade or
the canting slave to the highest offices
in Church ari d State ; let Mm not
scar e away blushing modesty and in-
sulted religion by converting the palace
into a seraglio ; let him discounten ance
and disgra ce the bad , whilst he patro -
nizes and honours the good ; let him
stand forth a conspicuous examp le of
the true Chris tian . It is enough ;
Chr istianity asks not, she drea ds, she
depre cates, any other pat ronage .

To the second he replies, (p. 36,)
that if, it be the sense of the majority
tha t there should be a favour ed Esta-
blishment, the minorit y must yield, in
order to maintain peace and good go-
vernment * Yes, and when the majority
determine uppn going to war or any
othe r iniquity . But are the minority
to approve, as well as obey ? Does it
not rath er become an imperative duty
on every dissentient individual to exert
himself in propagating more enlight-
ened notions, and endeavouring to con-
ver t the majorit y? And ought not
Mr. Br now to be found labouring with
the minor ity ?

^
To ;$* ; third >e rejpMf*, (p: 37,)

that , thej-e ar e many tr uths .which do
not excite attention , pr Qjjpr tional to
ttypv importance, m4 ,»f e*j there fore,
t0 ; ib.OSPW êf : P V* |W^
^^W^^^

ffl ^
ffi ^5feft ,f l  J *m - ftflind . to u^ere ^tipg ?

£w> vp im&w wto* &mymj >, «w»
^tV^ik^m^^^apat hx ahd negje^t ui ( the^ulttitude ?
What ,«fp th^ MiAM^If-'
the age o^^ mirac l^ , $ tM rwved
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(t> . 40) in support of Christianit y, when
no longer fea ^with extorted revenues,
nor held up in the imperial or parl ia-
menta ry leading-strings of favouritism ?
Does Mr. B. find his cause so weak as
to be driven to the necessity of insinu-
ating, (reply to fourth objectio n, p.
41,) that we entertain the absurd no-
tion that human means are not neces-
sary for its propaga tion ? Is it a
matter of cours e that the cifii power
will exercise only a discreet and liberal
interpo sition, and employ only the
wisest and most efficacious means of
advancing the true interests of Chris-
tianity ? What says the page of his-
tory, and what guara ntee can Mr. B.
offer us for the future ? What rea son
have we to expect that legislators and
magistrates will become perfec t  ̂ whilst
the multitude rema in what they are ?
And if the multit ude improve por por-
tional ly, what occasion shall we have
for Mr. B.'s special new invention —
these priests and governors upon the
entire new princi ple of pure , disinte -
rested , liberal , impartial , favouritism ?
And if, as is sometimes the case with
proj ectors , it shoul d turn out that Mr.
B. has been too sanguine in Ms expec-
tat ions, what temptation have we to
trust the inter ests of religion to the
operatio ns of the old species ?

To the fifth he rep lies, That the
success of the primitive ages, without
pat ronag e, canno t be drawn into a pre -
cedent in present times, for that it
arose from the novelty of the events
and the strong impr ession of the mira -
cles. From which, of course , we are
to infer, that when this advantage was
gone by, its place was well supp lied by
a Holy Alliance between Church and
Stat e. But pervers e curiosity and in-
quisitive scepticism having induced
Pro testa nts and Dissenters to search
if all was right , and at length to dis-
tur b tins noble arrangement, we are
now to be accotnmdd ated with a hew
combination of priestc raft and state -
craft , so precious ly blended; that with
the magic of chemist ry, each is to
neutrali ze the delete rious < proper ties
of the other , and of two poisons .is to
be produced a medicine, mild/ as mo-
ther 's milk ,* and universally efficacious
a* Dr. Solomons Cord ial. But since
thes£ miracles have served their tiim,
and so ldrig become antiquated, would
it be -a; sin to pry into th6/nec essity/of
eitHfcr continuing Ithd presen t Holy Al-

liance, or of forming any new treaty ;
ahd to suggest, whethe r, the press, wkh
its accompan ying increase of education
sind enlightened liberal ity, may not
have supersede d the utility of any far -
ther union between the two crafts ?
Dissenters will surely not join in the
shout —" Grea#s Diana of Ephesus/ '
That errors soon crept into the Church
(p. 44) is lament ably true ; but can
we agree with Mr. B., that the esta-
blishment of favouritism prevente d the
increa se of error ? Do not facts sub-
stantiat e what reason would conjecture ,
that the passin g clouds of err or were
detaine d and accumulated into the
thick darkness of night, a long, long
night ; and that light has been restored
to the Christian world, only in propor -
tion as the storm s of Reformation and
the breezes of Dissent have dissipated
the settled and accumulating gloom ?
The shores of patronage wear an en-
ticing appearance , and have in all ages
led thousands to make shipwreck of
faith and a good conscience, but now
the record of history stands a conspi-
cuous and imperi shable beacon ; to
warn us against the dangers of the
illusive coast.

Under the system we advocate , such
protection as that afforded to Paul of
Sam os at a, (p. 4 7,) would not dazzle,
the momentary meteor of midnight,
but continuall y shine, the summer sun
of joyous light and genial warmth.
The force of the sixth objection (p. 47)
is so far admitted by Mr. B., and : his
palliativ es so similar to those alread y
noticed, that any rema rk would be
tautolo gy. To the seventh he replies,
first , (p. 54,) that Christianity owes
its existence, under Providence , to the
protection of the civil power , and pro -
duces as a proof , that in Asia, the
sword has exterminated Chris tianity ,
while in Europ e, where it formed an
alliance with the civil power, it has
always maintained itself. Now if the
alternative were between persecut ion
and patronage , if there were no middle
and better course , this argume nt, from
the contrast of the two evils, would be
relevant j and perhaps in the dire, di-
lemma we should submit to patro nage
upon the principle, (p. 59,) that Chris -
tiani ty under any form is betten than
no: Christ ianity. But this is riot com-
ing to the point at issue. uThfc advo-
cates for non-inter ference are not "con-
tending for one in preference to the
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other, but deprecate both as positive
evils ; the one, because it imnihilates ;
the other, because it camipts Christ i-
anity. And I protest I cannot conceive
a stro nger confirma tion of their argu-
ments than the combined history of
persecu ting Asia and patro nizing Eu-
rope. If an angel^Were seat from
heaven to teach the non-interfer seace
system, could he make the matt er
plainer, or place it in a more striking
point of view? True it is, that in
Europe Christianity survived the bated
connexion. But O how alter ed! Tha t
God should permit this hor rible war
upon his church in one region, and
this litt le less horrible alliance in ano-
ther , is indeed a mystery, unless it were
intend ed to fix indelibly on every mind
the grand truth for which we now so
earnestly contend, that Christian ity
equally abhors persecution and patro -
nage. But that the black, the bloody,
the disgracef ul page of ecclesiastica l
histor y, should be adduced as a proof
that Christian ity depen ded for its ex-
istence upon civil patronage , does ap-
pear most-^astonishing. Will Mr. B.
venture to affirm , (that if Christianit y
had neither been perse cuted nor patro -
inized'by the civil power , it would have
ibeen lost to the world , and that we at
rthe present moment should have been
Pqgan idolaters , worshiping stocks and
stones ? if not, why does he print , in
large letters , that the existence of
Chri stianity is, under Providence, en-
tirel y owing rrO THE PROTECTION
AND PATRON AGE OF THE CXVIIi POWEI *?
Should he not rather have said, that
the corruption of Christianity is, by
Divine p erm ission, entirely  owing- to
the protecti on and patronage of the
civil power ' f  Nothing can /be moire
totally groundless than this argument
from history appears , and yet it is
evidently the basis of all Mr. B/s rea-
soning, the foundation of all his newly
acquired notions on the subje ct (p.
27). It |s »a favourite to which he
frequentl y recurs , and which he seems

* to consider unassai lable. Surely ; it is
the ignis fatuus Avhich >has for once
dazzled and misled -l|im, *as he .was
groping about in the gloom of the dark
ages.

His ̂ second and 'third replies (pp. 59
and 62) are ah elaborate jproof that
there is muchigocKl in Ghi^stiati lity, eyen

-in ite most ̂ depressed and 'degraded
state , to which tve most chc«er6iUy as-

sent; tm mb will nwer $4mt it as $*reason for ^epres eing and degr ading it,
by placing it wider the patr onage of
tae civil power.

His fourth reply ($>. 63) jjg , tjbat
though €( much unjH&t %M savage
persecution has taken pla^& pn4er pre-
tence of supporting $&<! protect ing tke
Chris tian religion," ye$ ** that &ven
this state of things is not without its
use.v Certainl y, as our poet sings,

All par tial evil's universal good,
All 4iscord h^amaony, no$ understoo d.
Bijt this is a double-edged sword

an4 dan gerous for mortal hand to
wield. Mr. B. would scarcely advocat e
the doing evil that jgood may come, or
anticipate persecu tion among the bles-
sings of Ins new Holy Allian ce. If,
however, he does, I am not prep ared
to deny him this solitar y advant age.

Having gone throu gh the two first
Sermons, I find I should he trespassing
unreasonabl y by any remarks at pre -
sent on the third , and Hylas's Letter.
I am sure Mr. B. will forgive any ap-
parent warmth of feeling or freedom
of expression.

An Advoca te for a Religious
Commonw ealth.

Sir > July  14, 1820.
MR. BELSHAM says, [p. 347,]

that " some of your Correspon -
dents , whose zeal seems to outr un
their information , appear to be despe-
ratel y angry with me for having pre-
sumed to assert that Christia nity might
be benefited ;byithe liberal and jud icious
interference of the .civil power /' Now,
Sir, I beer to observe * that the ,principle
against which I endeavoured to con-
tend, was .very differe nt from tha t
which he has now stated , .viz. ** That
Christianity required the support and
patronag e of tiUe civil power/' Either,
therefo re, the Heverend Gentleman
has foigotten what he prea ched and
printed, or he may h^ve been convinced
% his thjtd Sermoa, that ^e pr inciple
.which >he enforced in his fee* w^8
untenable, (flnd be desbrous of bal ing
out. ;

I «nl.veiy J iappy to^ee ©uch ft change
in hB s ôtimentft upon tj iis point : 1
thank IBin latfortT ) comriW $* Wf *»'
mirable defence of Jtlie ri^Ut 

of 
Unbe-

liever  ̂:to injpttgn the veil^it^ q£ 

thos

e
evidences AvMckwe b^ijieve to be dmpvy
sufl^cfeit to estab lish *he ^rut h ot
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Modern ** Orthodox 3 Notion ef Fu ~
tare Puni shment.

(Continu ed from p. 408.)

H
ITHERTO we have considered
what are termed the natural at-

trib utes of the Deity ; let u» now
make some reflections on the moral
ones, namely, Jbds holiness, justice and
goodness.

Holiness in man, is sanctit y of the
hear t and obedience of the life, in the
sincere and diligent performance of the
duties of piety, benevolence, and self-
government, according to the light
and means afforded him, natural or re-
vealed. It is not a humanity without
godliness, or, " a saintship without
humanity ;" for such are imperfect
characters : but the union of faith and
works , piety and charity : find, m pro-
portion to our attainments in these
indispensable and connected dutie s of
religion, are the degrees of our holiness
and vir tue.

The holiness of the Deity consists
in the purity, rectitude and perf ection
of his natur e ; and cannot be separated ,
even in idea, from his essential be-
nignity. We may possibly conceive
of power, wisdppi, and knowledge,
withou t goodness j but cannot thus
apprehend the attrib ute of holiness.
We should instantly reject the notion
of a holy mai*, &x a holy angel, with-
out benevolence: #n4 cannot avoid
connecting these ideas in our concep-
tions pf ^he "Divine holiness. ** He is
glorious in holiness," w4 $9 be war*
sniped " iu jfce hmtfy of holiness."
" His haling lies in  ̂^pnf^inity to
himself . tjpfa Jj û<te8 his acting Ji keand for hUjo^Jf, J $ J^s 4&X&& *m}
wpeMatt ftUiJ iqt <temm<m*f> ) m  «jio-n ĵ ^mm t̂ wm^̂ meMmS€Wk tft W my thine, he acted ooglffrav

f f̂l ̂ vJBBMpj ^&B̂ (»oHl
?Pa*'^*64PMW W»o^̂ l«8eWPP»d
^*%imiWN ĵ^  ̂

JSM^9
ti«»

^̂ ^^ f̂^^̂ ^ SS^^S
VOL. XV. ~ 3 O

^nan i$ idoiaUy, j ib tree ean^tity in

V^d,  ̂  ̂^tfi^i  ̂^iu^4l^igiiti a«i
compiaqency <so tp speak) j atfce com-
templati on *# hia %  ̂ ItolM Qendrtl t
excellencies, so lie wn^nm  ̂^A j«^
if^a» % faint reflection qf these per-
fections m J n& creatu res. Hm ^,̂ ear e eiyoined to be hply in our meitfwe
wd degree, <c as God is holy, an  ̂per-
fect as he is perfeci/*

It is true, this holiness include s his
perfect ^nd iniinite hatr ed of sin ; but
this, simply considered, appear s to be
no bar against a change m the E&oraJ
state of the sinner, tot rather implies
the contr ary.

For, " What ig hatred of sin, as
attri buted to God ?—If we consider
this, as it is in i^?, a passion of the
soul, so it is not in God. The absolute
perfecti on of his nature excludes it*
But God's hatred of sin, is his perfect
aversi on of it, as contrary to himself:
an aversion without perturbation , as
with us, and is nothing but his holy
will and natur e averse to sin : to sin.
cis sin, and not sin, as it is in this or
that person. He c^n no more love-in
in his own people, than in the worst of
men. God hates nothing but &in pr i-
mar ily  ; therefore he forpids nothi ng
but sin, and all his judgments are
thr eatened only against it, and aiu h
the only procuring cause of their exe-
cution. It is tru e, he hates the pers ons
of wicked men# but not as mm or
creatures simply, but only as sinful
creatures . He hates ' them for gin, and
for nothing eis£." f

To the same effect , speaks another
orthodox writer, Mr. Burkitt, on Rom.
be. 10: " Nothing reud era any one the
object of God's hatred but sin* He
does not hate t;he Devil hirn ^elf, a$ to
is hfo creature, but only aa a sinner.
God adjudges none to eter nal perdi tion,
but with respect to sin :" so that 'the
infinite holiness of God, in itself con*
wdere d, seems only to requi re a change
ill tiie inoral et^Mte of the tranegreg^or,
but not necessar ily his everlasting pu-

ttyf , 0fg§ le^uis . us to con§i<to tte
hmv*f a '&itMw i*f wb ^mwpwfc StetpQi
ijqf the nature of which ^l^rifewte, J$ T»
^^m^m awpo^d-, tl\^e u^m ^ii^cie^4^ifp m Jm\&ipslf c& fe^*^>«Pe«
bmM<&i<^  ̂ - < • ¦

**
. luf t.Wtif ram ^ :! K iicf hj miw *

Chrisl??n4tv:; fn^IJm t f r & Mmmr
ufy mM mvm^m  ̂*̂ i§wf ĵg^requires fhe peonage of the owl
power, wiU ip vpys him $o p  ̂ in evpdy
respect entitled to the honourable ap-
pellat ion of ,
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ct Justice /* says Dr. Har tley, *' is
that which gives to every oi*e according
to his desert s ; at least as much as his
good deserts require , and not more
than is suita ble to his evil ones." This ,
though ail accurat e definition of human
jus tice, may be thou ght not strictl y
applicable to thfe Divine ; for since the
IJfcity gives to all, and receives from
none, how can he be considered as
obliged to the performance of any par-
ticular action ? But we must beware
lest here , as well as in other respect s,
from erroneous princi ples, we misre-
present the Divine character and con-
duct , and tarnish , as far as in us lies,
one of the brightest jewels in the celes-
tial diadem : nor need we entertain
any doubt or hesitation in thi s matter.
For though, as Creator, the Deity
places his creatures in differe nt cir-
cumstances , both of mind and of body,
and in his providential dealings respect-
ing nations and individ uals , acts upon
princi ples of which we cannot always
discern the reasons ; yet, as a moral
Governor and a final Jud ge, he pro -
ceeds according to known and esta-
blished rules , and continual ly appeals ,
in his holy word , to the minds of his
rational offspring as to the equit y of
his dispensations . " Are not my ways
equal ?" " He shall jud ge the worl d
in righteousness , and the people with
equity/*

There is a variet y of important con-
siderations in religion arising from
reflections on the Divine jus tice, which ,
if the read er's patience be not quite
exhausted , may admit of fur ther am-
plification : and a leadin g one on the
score of natural theology, in proof of
a future state , depends upon this great
princi ple ; ahd the ar gument amounts
to this —that if there be one virtuous ,
miserable and oppressed person in the
world ; or one pros perous , habit ual
trans gressor, there must be a futur e
state :* because , without this, we can-
not cherish satisfactor y and adequat e
ideas of this gloriou s perf ection . For,
thou gh wfc can infer the being and
boun ty of the Deity from the thin gs
that are , and his holiness and jus tice
in themselves , from the natural ten-
denotes of thin gs, Whkfo in their cor-
respondent effects may Ite considered
as< incipient punishment s and rewards ;
yet, his absolute strict , reiilikfter ative,

* WWfe ston'a R eltofoti bfWaft i re .

perfect , 'and impartia l justice, remains
veiled behind a dark cloudy hot tb bfe
withdtf&W till the .great day of -' rdtia bii-
tldn ;; when , 6y mean s unknown to the
disciple 6f natur e, but more explicitly
revealed in the gospel  ̂ the Master of
the house shall retiirn and deman d an
account of his Retraints , when " the
righteousness of the righteous shall be
upon him, and the wickednes s of the
wicked shall be upon him."

For if we begin with inanimate mat-
tery thoug h the term j ust ice may not
here be strictl y proper , yet it is plain
that , when created and modified , there
are certain uses , fitnesses and relations
to which it is app licable, and to which
other uses and applications would be
utterl y unfit . Thus we cannot suppose
such a glorious body as the ^ww, formed
mere ly to shine in empty space as in a
trackles s desert , where neither his light
nor heat could be of any use and ad-
vanta ge. Accordin gly, we find that it
is placed in the centre of numerous
revolvin g globes, filled , as we justl y
believe, with proper inhab itants , where
scarcel y one ray of his splendour is
lost, enlightening, fructif ying and ani-
matin g the whole . Nor can we imagine
that a world of inanimate matter would
be created , furnished only with herbs
and trees and flowers ; or, at best ,
with insects and birds and beasts and
fishes ; since all these, from the defect
of reason , are confined to a narr ow
sphere ; could never regulate the sub-
ordinat e parts of nature , nor offer any
oblation on the divine altar , in return s
of veneration , gratitude and pra ise :
accordin gly we read , that when all these
were prepared , " there wanted yet a
man to till the ground/' Nor was
man himself, thou gh constit uted lord
of all below, ^nd favoured  ̂with fre-
quent divine communications , sufficient
to his own happ iness. Paradise itself
required the superintendenc e of a ra-
tional agent, and paradi se itself would
have been a desert , without the bless-
ings of corres pondent sodiety .

Now, what is f itness 01* rectitude as
to inanimate matt ed or inferio r beings,
acquires the nam e of justic e when ap-
plied to ratio nal agents ; for . thougn
the - Deity cannot , property : speaking,
be indebted to his creature s, yet he
wHl be just to his onrtt tAif^on?,
and ultimately trt& t t^b -$c6#ifci# to
their mottKl iM&ratcm ^

k»:W
ttietfMtf , though it Wsff lWW- tt*fe to

S , i . . f

462 J ljf odQrn <4 > OrthwU>w" N<>t^



affirm tfhat a tId&g is righto, because
God dotft M/- y£t lt<to equally true that
he doth it? fefcfr#&£ fcis right. " Tit<»»rto
he is litidfcr - no law Without himself/
yet M h^th ft law in his own riattu *e^?*
Thuŝ  asju&t observed* we cannot sup-
pose, upon the principle of mere jus-
tice only, that he would suffer &a inno-
cent beirtg, br (if you dislike the term)
a rational bemg m a state of positive
favour with his Mak er, to Be long
under oppre ssion, torment and misery,
without some remuneration here or
here after. This would be utterl y in-
compatible with all our ideas of divine
justice. . - . ) : .

And in this ' view* the life, death ,
resu rrec tion and glorification of tfur
Saviour Jesus Chris t, furnish a strikin ĝ
and importa nt argument. Our Lord
was not impeccable, or incapable of
sinning, for then he could have had no
merit ; but he was immaculate , or
never did actuall y tra nsgress. He never
committed any act which had the for-
mal nature or essence of guilt. He
was subject to every human infirmit y,
and €€ in all things tempted as we are,
yet without sin." u Other saints may
possibly have excelled him in the exer-
cise of particular virtues : Joh n Baptis t
was a greater mortifier than Jesu s
himself ; and if we observe his; whole
history, though without sin, yet the
insta nces of his piety were the actions
of a very holy, but of an ordinar y^*
(imitable) '* life. The lives of some in
ecclesiastical history seem told rather
to amaze and to create scrup les than
to lead us in the evenness and serenity
of a holy conscience ; and they appear
to be represented holy by way of idea
and fancy, if not to pro mote the inte-
rest of a particular family or institu -
tion ; buf our Lord , in his external
actions, where alone he is imitable; did
so converse with men, that they , after
his example, might for ever corivers e
with him. Some have had^excreseen -
eies and erupt ions of holiness in un-
commanded duties , which, in the same
parti culars , we find not in the life of
Chri st ; but here is the distinction —
they that have done the most beyond
have also done some short of their auty.
In the greatest flames of their shinin g
virt ues they prevaricat ed something of
the commandment ; but no man ever

* WUhear t.

did his whale duty, save only the holy
Jesus .** * . hi

Heji ee it is worthy of rema rk , that
in all the perso nal prayers of Christ
upon record, though we meet with
every other essential requisite of prayer
—•humility, adora tion, submission , pe*
tition , ana tha nksgiving; yet we never
rneet with the smallest allusion to that
which always constitutes an essential
part m our pra yers—confession of sin>r
for he had no sins to confess. ¦. ; -

Havin g thus briefl y considere d the -
remun erative J ustice of the Deity* ais
eminentl y exemplified in the person of
our Saviour, we shall offer a few more
remarks on his puni tive, or, as com-
monly termed, -his vindictive justi ce. -

It will be acknowled ged by alV< **alr eady observed * (except by the gloomy
advocat e of unconditional reprob ation,)
that this phrase can be applied to the
Deity only f iguratively, and tha t we?
had bett er use the term vindicative
than vindictive ; rage, hatr ed and rer
venge being the most abominable and
detestable passions that we can in\a*
gine in men or devils, which we cannot
for a moment suppose in the idea of
a,n angel, and which ar e infinitel y im-
possible to be regarded as subsisting
in the Divinity, before whom «• the
heavens are not clean, and who char geth
even his angels with folly." " Ven-
geance is mine, and I will repay, saith
the Lord ," is urged by St. Paul, as a
reason for not avenging ourselves , be,,
cause God alone is the proper ju dge of
actions, Rom . xii. ; as if he had said,.
You are incompetent judges of men's
hearts , and of , the motives of their
conduct ; resist , therefore, every ten-
dency to a spirit of malice or revenge ;
leave the punishment of the delinquent
to God, who alone knows when and
where and how to punish, and who
will finall y do you ample justice ; for
1}® hath said, speaking afte r the manner
of; men, " Vengeance ia mine, and I
will repay." Do you, ther efore, " give
place unto wra th,?' and €e overcome evil
with good/' and thus you will fulfil
the enigmatical advice of the wise maa*
and " heap coals of fire '' upon the
head s of your enemies 5 you will either
be fully satisfied of the Divine equity
in their puqisliment , or melt them
down into another temper and dispo-

* Bishop Taylor 's Life of-Ch rin U
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sition, and conver t ev^n ar» enemy mto
a friend .

Reject ing, th ^efore, the idea of infi-
nite vengeance or iroptaea bte wrathy
which ar e one and the g*ine, a? utter ly
inapplicable to the! Dfoine charac ter,
we may consider the? ptmftire or vih-
dktive justice of tfee Almighty as ft
branch of bis justice in the ab^r^ct,
" which is nothin g else but the abso-
lute rectitude anet perfectio n of his
natu re ;" * and in a relative vfevry m
" that invar iable willy by which a tota l
difference will be made between the
righteous and the wicked—the former
most gloriously rewarded , and the lat-
ter severely ponisbed :" f  but if there
be any force in the prec eding argu-
ments, there is nothing that we can
conceive in the simple idea of divine
justice, either in an absolute or relative
settee, which should lead us to conclude
that the suffering's of the impenitent
will be strictly and properly everlast -
ing.

But it is- said, thai sm is an infinite
evil, because committed against an
infinite being. Far be it from any of us
to detract from the essential evil and
malignity of sin I It is that one great,
comprehens ive evil, which the Scrip s
cures, perhaps obscurely , intimate to
have procured the fall of some of the
aitt rehc hosts, which banished Adaitt
from parad ise, brought diseases and
death mto the world , and which, While
inherent in the rational nature , must
for ever separate feom the Divine ptfe-
senee and favour. Bat the qxtem&n
here is not respecting the nature of
sin in the abstract, as to which there
can be no dispute f but a* tD its abso-
lute perpetu ity, either in itself ot in its
effects ; and we employ words without
ideas, if we say, that in these senses
sin is an infinite en).

To say that sm te eternal and infinite
in its own n<%Here, \& manifestly absurd ,
as well 00 knpiotss> : it fe to tevfcre the
ancient error of the Manich ee*> who
hold an intelligent pr inciple of evil,
etetnally opposing add countera cting
tile goodness and energy of the Deity.
Sach si notion, id the present stat e of
ti&ligioufe light and fe&owte<J#e, you will
scarcely venture to eaptm&e* Would
ytftt then, on the otherh&nd, invest with
the attribute of infinity, an accident, a
. . . . ., > f > f i,

• Wtehc att. f ^etajpfeite .

fmcuh v* la mter ^ privati on, tlte bir th of
time; which eaa only subsist in created
nat^re^r ^and whicĥ in the p^TBon of our
SArio^^ad prob ably of joaany pf those
sttperior beings ivhe, m v the imnaea-
sumble scale of the iateltee$ual wojtUL
4" left not their ftrst e^ta^M never
subsisted at rfl? Te *ay that sia will
be iafiaile in Us effectsj is

 ̂
the very

proposit ion we have been endeavott riflg
to dispifove ; and which we nui&t stiU
decline to receive  ̂ tiU we see better
reasons produced io* k than those
which have hitherto been offered .

It is true , all sin is e©B&*mtted against
an Infinite Being ; it is enmity against
God, in its nature , though &e€ always
ia. the intention Of tike sinner. Hence
David says, " Against thee only have
I sinned ;0 nevertheless , as Job ob-
serves, it cannot rea eh or " extend to
Mm " " Thy wickedness may hrofcrt a
man as thou art , and thy righteousness
may profit the son of man."

Not ea& the Divine glerg ami
majesty require , according to our
conceptions of them, an eternal pu-
nishment for the sins of time. The
glory of God is either his essential or
his reflex glory. The former is un-
cb&Rggable $ the latte r may indeed be
dimmed and tarnished by the trans -
gression of the creature ; but sure ly
not Jj&r ever I " As he is the first
principle of all thin gs, so he must be
the ' lafct end of them : his holiness
requires that all his works should re-
turn and gire glory to their original !"*
What sati»fa€tio» or complace ncy caa
he derive from rum $ what glory f rom
the destr uction or eternal misery of
bis Creatures ? In. reality, this* opmioit
doth no* admit of proof <i p r f af i, by
the confeseioii of eminent cfivities > fand Dr. Clark e hitoself , in the close of
hid remarks above aikided to, quotes
some Heathen , wri ter s as agreeing,
" that the puirifihn ^at of the iiieorrl-
gible should be aiww<*;+ witho ut artv
determinate ot known m/A t" which
appears to be giving up the question ;
for, however prot^eted may be the
period of ftotwto sufferings in ptirt i-
dtlar instaBtce  ̂would you <Jeny to the
Supre me Mind that iishei/e&t prero-
gative which all wiae lfegfelatttre s have
Conferred upon ear thly sovereigns—a

* Wisheart .
t See Doddridge 's Lecture s.
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power of *apit $?gr tl*e sentence»; war
whole or in i>airV&s inay seem fit to
his infinite wisdom  ̂ Surely tWa is
a degree of presumption and arro gance
scar cely to be expected from those
who ar« the most strenuous advocate *
for the doctrines of rff cee #tf aee , and of
a& unconditionalandjini&hedsalvation 1
But it is not contended her e, that the
awards of a future judgment will be
remitted hi a single instance, but only
that we have abun dant reason to be
persua ded, that not, in a single in-
stance, they will be infinite and ever-
lastin g.

" A being who merits infinit e pu-
nishment is a being infinitely.culpable ,
and consequentl y infinit ely wicked, and
a being infinite * Thus is the sinner , a
mortal man, a being so weak and
finite, by this argumen t transformed
into an infinit e being 1 Thus we see
the fallacy ot an argument which leads
to such absurd and irra tional conclu-
sions/' *

To close this par t of our subject ,
the infinity of the Deity includes the
exercise of all his attri butes ; but hav-
ing treated of some of these in a nega-
tive point of view, rat her pointing out
what they do not lead us to expect
from them, titan what they do, we
shall defer our reflections on thtfse
imp ortant and p ositive realities of
which they may induce us to entertain
the hope and expectation , m their il-
lustrious harmon y and union with
the Divine goodness, till we shall have
briefl y considered the last particu lar
above-mention ed, namely, the suppo -
sition, that the victim * of future pa*
nishment will continu e to sin> as well
as to suffer , for ever, and so the one
will prove a natur al consequence o£
the other*

Some pious per sons, sensible of ike
invalidity of ike common arguments
on this subject, hswe endeavoured te
calm the tumul t of their minds by
reasoning: thtyi with themse lves 5—We
have every reason to beEeye» that? t»H«
ra ental iWlti ea of the righteous * fat*futur e stat e* will be abiuwiatttly unp
proved and eakorged, and making eon-
^°ual pro ffreee tawarde perfe ction.—" The soul will pr oceed from stren gthto str ength ; ba atill adding virtue U>vir tue, and knowledge to knowledge;

* Petitp ierre.

sjnne fo? ever with new a<^3a|cte$ <*f
S^ry, and brighten t& all etern ity!" *
N#;|b it mot proba ble that tftete a»y
bet ^analogy We, ask to? ih&mff exvMR
og futuriiy; tfeia* ttas may b<3 the
he& to enable us to unlock the prison **
daois o( Hades, and funy to! Satisfy 119
of the wuitj r of the Divine?disp«aww **
tions' ? Thou gh we cauoot bfJiiCT e thBt
the Deity wffl punkh to all efernky,
merely  for the sins of time; yetyif the
condemned criminal go on la add fin
to sin, and rebellien to rel>ell^>n j if
his vices and evil passions sho^d b^
expanded and multiplied; if, the more
stripes are laid upon him, the greater
will prove the aggrtwation of Ma guilt
—then, in such a ead% it may be con-
sistent with the moral character of
the Deity, to peraiit him to remain
for ever in that misera ble state ; per -
petual succeedin g sin* Will justify per *
petttal micceeding pu»i»hmenCs f ated
his sufferings are rather t& be regarded
as natural consequences,, than as posi-
tive appointm ents.

These opinions have been espoused
by eminent and pious men; and fre-
quently urged as motives to virtue ^but we sJbould not hastily: adopt nat u-
ral  ̂ moral , or theolo gical systems, m
whole or in part , merely because theywhole or in part , merely beefera&e they
have the sanction o£ gteat names sum
high auth orities : eertairt lyy in ariotfber
view, such sentimente haVe an aspect
tremendously hor riblê  stadrtlin g: tte by
its ovvn deformity, and almost nat ^ir&lly
tending to rende r tlt ^ human mind
diabolical , even in the prosp ect and
contem plation ! ** Imagine such a state
you may, but you ca« ncvar seriously
believe it, tior reconcile it t6 God asm
goodness/' f

For  ̂ whence do wt acquire tbi»
dreadful idea of the expansion and
increase of tbe depraved rWaki es and
peipsHmg of mankind in a future stat e ?
-r ^Beef ^se 

the virtues of' tte 
good

^4rW>exp«»d<Hi and inGrteaa ^d? TM«
i$ a miserasWe argume nt indeed ! It w
&Mpp€feing similar effects from cfontmry
OPllftt^. Virtue i» pro gre»sive in Him
very natur e. Sin is the dise&ef of tbe
ami* and ris there isy for the iptiOBt
part  ̂

to bodily dirordcraf a natural ten-
deww of the animal economy to ybcGfy
itself or td ' &ssi&t thd operatfdn of
pvoper medifcine  ̂ aoi 1$ Jbh ^re also in
_Jt^_Mi*l t > ' It t i  I 11 I

' fr i  n ' ji iw 1 fi r I t 11 i fkihi i i i  A l f t h m t t t  1 ki hri if

* Addieoiu f BteBDp NevvtrOn.
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disorders of the mind. It is true , din
i£ often progress ive in this world , hi
particul ar cases, as ivhen thfc f &riti&f
meets with ho pi^esettt impediment s
but change the Circ umstances, and yoii
generall y ehaft ge the tnihd 6f the
agent. There ate, indeed , stubborn
tempers that will f per sist, notwith -
standing the severes t sufferings and the
most bitter disappointme nts ; but w6
must atteti d to general rules , and not
to particular exceptions.

Now, though we tak e for granted
the expansion of the menta l faculties
in a future state , Math respec t both to
the righteous and the wicked, yet we
must think strangely indeed as Chris -
tians , if we imagine there can be any
capacity in the state of future punish-
ment for the exercise or indul gence of
the most of those evil passions and
prop ensities which torment us here,
and which are summed up in that
emphatic and comprehensive phrase ,
'•' the deceiveableness of unrighteous -
^M  ̂ ^V s~« **¦ 7 7 * m~ l-fc ^̂ . ,̂ "» 

-^w «  ̂«^ '̂ v*  ̂ f * »  « J^V wm ^̂ l̂ » *̂ a  ̂W ^W  ̂M * f *  * »̂ 4 4~ *. ̂^ness." The expansion of any passion
or desire in the present lite, arises
from the hope or expectation , well or
ill-founded , of its future gratifi cation *
But this cannot justl y be supposed of
the criminal affections in a futu re sta4;e.
As ** flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God," so neither is it
probable that they can inherit the
kingdom of Satan. There must be
peculiar and appropria te vehicles for
both saints and sinners . What room
there for sensual ity and voluptuous ness,
where every allurin g object and extra -
vagant suggestion shall be done away ?
What motive to a darin g and blas-
phemous impiety, where the messen-
gers of Divine justice shall be actu ally
present, inflictin g the awful sentenc e
of their high commission ? Wha t plea
for unbeli ef, when €€ hell is open
before them, and destruction hath no
covering V9 What food for coVfetc&s-
ness , where there is nothing to dei&r eT'
What incentive to envy or revenge,
where the quest ion is, not who is the
most happ y, but who is the least
miserable ? What scope for a tower-
ing pride , a restless ambition , or an
insatiate thirs t of glory, falsely so
called, where the vanit y of human
expectati ons shall be fully manifest ;
where wicked tyrant s and oppressors
shall meet the due reward of their
deeds, and the Universal Sovereign

shall fulfil that signal demutdatior i^
redoitfeid fcy th<* iiioritli of Bis htf ty
apostle , and * " destroy them ivb<y
destroyed tftji f yf t i t i r t

Besides, tliisi kSStfah contradicts itself.
To:?iti alwaiys liiipBes a cap&city hot
to sin ; or to *epei^,' iand conseque ntly
of becoming virt uous—contrary to the
supposition.

Will you, then ,, refer the fixed and
eternal hate , -enmity and rebe llion sup-
posed to appertain to the wicked m
this state , to the "act qf God ? This
you will scarcel y venture to do. What !
hath he plunged a rational soul, origi-
nally made " in his own ' image 99 into
a fathomless gulf, where it can be
capable only of demerit, and that to
all eternity ? Suret y ** he that is an
essential enemy to sin, never made sin
essential to man/** ** As it were
horrid blasp hemy once to imagine him
to be the author of it, so it cann ot be
conceived how he should be the author
of what is so contrary to his own
holiness , and infinitel y abhorred and
detested by him. 4 God cannot he
tempted with evil, neithe r tempteth he
any man. '" He may tempt , indeed ,
by way of trial, as in the case of
Abraham , biit he tempteth none by
way of seduction . " We may sooner
imagine that darkness should be the
offspring of a sun-beam , than that a
holy God can be the author of that
which is so contrar y to his nature/' +
*' And though God, in grace, may long
suffer contradiction to his will, and
that which he abominate s, in order to
work out wonders of his power, wis-
dom and goodness ; yet, other wise to
suffer it to abide for ever, an of f ence
unto him, within his own domirif ons,
who is * Lord af all ;9 yea, even in a
sense withtn himself, as * in whom all
things live and move and have thei r
being ;f this the understan ding of
man, looking dosel y into, would even
startle at; for who can think God will
thus eternally  "cp rlcur with those who
would eter nalljr f rustrate and perver t
the ends of tis concurrence , and oppose
him with his own powers ? Is it not
more reasonable to c6iifemde, if he had
not a design of grade, that he would
cease from such a fita itless afct, and ,
by subtractin g his par t, reduce them

* Bishop Taylor , t Wisheai t.
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to noth ing ? Tfee Deity, thertfore ,
not concurri ng with that which is the
ground of their present state, viazr. the
defective pa rt+ it follows that this state
had not its duration f o u n d e d  on God,
and so, no way partici pati ng of the
pri nciple of eternity, must iiave an
end ."*

Such are the reflections , not new,
but neverth eless highly important ,
which, in differe nt form s, have been
suggested upon this great subject , by
a variet y of writers , drawri from consi-
derat ions on the nature of sin, the
nat ure of man , the nat ure of eternity ,
and the best ideas we are able to form
of the Divine attribu tes.

A few brie f remarks on the further
evidence of Scripture on this topic, in
more particular connexion with the
divine attribute of Goodness, must
be deferred to anothe r opportunit y.

AN OCCASIONAL HEADER.

Hackn ey,
Sir , May 13, 1820.

1
HAVE remarked that objections to
religious ceremonies and observ-

ances are generall y answered by re-
proof instead of argument . Upon
what pretensions to infallibility does
your Correspondent A. (p. 207) put
forth his opinions on the subject of
praye r without reserve , and at the
same time call upon L. J. J. to refrain
from doing the same thing } If L*. J. J.
deems supplicator y addresses to be
" useless, irrati onal and enthus iastic ,"
what better reasons can he have for
dissuading others from the practice ?
J udging from A.'s statement of his
opponent' s view of the subject , I should
conceive that A. has wholly mistaken
the effect which his " chimW, frigid"
cours e of reason ing has prod uced on
his mind. So far from unfortunat e, if
L. J. J. is not conscious of standing in
need of artificial aid in the dischar ge of
duty, nor of this oatticufa i* species of
consolation (which he thinks illusor y
and irr ation al) under the tr ials and
afflictions of iife

 ̂ it appears rather that
he has att ained a state of advancemen t
jn the regulat ion > &nd controul of
human passions which may well excite
emulation fa many of tfre motfe ^pious
and vvar m-heart ed." Bttt it sterna A.
himself repr obates the idea of calcu-

- 
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lating on the probabi lity of receivin g
answers to petitions so put : up ; our
duty] is to pray , and the duty of praye r
being complied with* it can matter but
litt le what we pray for, as,: accordin g
to A*, whether the: benefits we are
daily receivin g be the effect ofgimme-
diate influence or of unalterabl e laws,
is not a question that concerns us :—€t the pious, filial heart is satisfied that
asking bread , he does not receive a
stone," &c. A. does not appear to
consider that L. J. J , may be equally
confiden t and assured of the bountiful,
unfai ling provisions of nature ; that
he also is perfectl y resigned to the
arran gements of superior wisdom, and
is content to wait the good time for
all things which that wisdom has not
placed within the reach of his own
exerti ons ; in short , the only difference
in this respect between the disput ants
seems to be, that L. J. J/s confidence
is the greater , inasmuch as he deems
it superfluous and assuming to be
continuall y address ing his infan tile
suggestions to Omnipotence in the
hope of betterin g his condition , or to
repeat a formula of words without a
specific object. If A. cannot produce
evidence to prove that a single request
contained in his petitions has been
answered , and if L. J. J. can shew an
unques tionable connexion between the
means he employs, viz. his daily exer-
tions and his actual enjoyments , then I
think A.'s call for proofs of L. J. J. 's
" bette r and simpler way/' is an-
swered. A., to be consistent , con-
cludes as he began , with a taunt and
a rebuke : how much more to the
purpose , had he chosen a quotation
bearing immediat e relation to the
matter in dispute , rather than a reflec-
tion on talents and motives ! If the
arguments of an opponent be weak ,
they are the more easily refuted , and
with this observat ion I submit the
foregoing to the Editor 's disposal.

S. C—.
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Colytony
Sir , May 18, 1820.

THOUG H not an Unitarian in that
confined sense of the word adop ted

by numbers no we so denominated, I am
a zealous friend to close î quiiy.intoc
the real mean ing of the isacFfSd wr iters,,
ahd the authentic ity of the ^wxitrngs
themselves vlgencaratlyN received) ?/te ia*
spired. FeteH ngs; of iadi^ation ari&e



in ray mind when observing the marines-
in which many excellent men «e
treat ed, who have riveu the wjoridfiiJ l
proof of the integri ty conduc ting ttem
In their inqui ries, toy jpei»oiis of ga*eat
literary abilities, but biassed by power -
ful causes. The prejudic es of educfc-
6011, lided by the prosp ect <of vast
worldly advanta ges, may prod uce, ah
undue zeal for established and popular
opinions- Solomon justly observed,
that j bl <gaft blindeth the wise- Perhaps
nothi ng more to the purpose caa be
said to many dignified opposears of
Unitaria n authors, than what is ooaau-
tain ed in this quotation from the £reast
ChiUingworth , in Hie 2nd page of the
Preface to his admired work, the Reli-
gion of Pro testants , folio ed. 1664 :

" Would you know now what the
event was, what effect was wrou ght in
me, by the perusal and consideration
of it ? (your book.) To deal truly and
ingenuo usly with you, I fell soineis^hat
in my good opinioii%oth of your sufiU
ciency and sincerity, but was exceed*
ingly confirmed in my ill opinion of
the cause maintained by you. I found
every where snares that might entrap,
and colours that might deceive the
simple, but noth ing that might per-
suade , and very little that might move
an understanding man, and one th&t
can discer n between discourse and
sophistry. In short , I was veri ly per *
auaded tha t I plainly saw and could
make it app ear to all dispassionate and
unprejudic ate jud ges, that a vein of
sophistry and calumny did run clean
throug h it from the beginnin g to the
end. And lett ing some friends under -
stand so much, I suffered myself to be
persuaded by them , that it would not
be either improper for me, nor unac-
ceptable to God, nor , peradvent ure,
altogether unserviceable to his chMxeh,
nor justly offensive to you, (if you
were indeed a Hover of truth , and not a
maintaiaer of a faction ,) if, settin g
aside the -Second Part , which was in a
manner wholly employed in particula r
disputes, repetitions and references ,
and in wran fflinire with D. Potter about
the sense of Borne super numerary quo-
tations, and whereon the main ques-
tion ho way depends, I would make u
feir and ingemioua ansfrerito tfce OFbret,
wher ein ithe ^ubt ibance oi tha : present
CKpffirdrorski * isi ^o^sBfcdfyn conta ined,
and wJudh ^if itiv^etctewy <aniwato&;
mitanm wvakQ't Beeiife amnothi * afcswer

to Ibe Secoud. TUfe, ther efore, I uq,
dertook With m 641 resolution to be an
adversa ry to yx»r err ors, but a Men d
and 6etv»At to your person, and so
much the more a itiwd to your per-
son, by bo  ̂ »i*eh the severe r «od
more rigid adversary I was to yo\ir
errors/*

In the 44th Section of this Preface,
(not paged,) what Mr. C writes is a
full refutati on of tbe accusation, sch ism :€( Neither is it always of necessity
schismatical to separ ate from the ex-
ter nal communion of a church , though
wanting nothing necessary . For if tfcis
church , supposed to want notliing ne-
cessary, require JP$e to pr ofess again st
ray conscience, that I believe some
naxour, though **ever so smaU and
Innocent , wMch I do »ot believe, and
will not allow n>e h^r conacounion but
upon tins condition ; in t\m ease the
church , for requi ring this condition, is
schismat ical, and not I for separ atin g
from the ehittch. "

Archbishop Laud, in the dedication
of hi* book again st Mr. F^her, to
Char les the Rr$t, md wideh Aivt king
so stro ngly recommended to bis son*makes an observa tion which mm be
quoted against other churches besides
the Roman :

" The err ors of the €hur ch of Bocae
are growne now <«iajiy of them) very
old. And iwben error s we growne by
&ge and continjuance to etrength , they
which speak for tib« truth , tbough it
be forre older , are ord inari ly qhalle»ged
for the bringere m of new opinion s-
A»d there is ^no great er absurd ity
stirring this day f a  Christeudome, theu
that t£e reformatio n of an old, cor-
rupted Chuircfc j ' WiU 'we, ©ill we, must
be takem for the build ing of a »ew o

The Ajdb^isjtiop tohm 43om»e»t«» p.
95, cm Luke k. lo:

" Christ saith, ,Me tf oe heweth you ,
k e a r e t h m e *  Thto mA dbaah i*ety^me
In ifee «po«tkfi> who kept themsdve>s
te >titot wUhOt m«Ml iMM ^d.ibJ r iCchniC.
But it wa$ tt> be bm; ̂ onditio»»ily tj^
in their 6ucoe«0<w  ̂ ^J [fi th *̂eftr^»
yo«, JiQwath )M^^ :;.aShM (i  ̂f»o i^fS
md ^so ferre as you^peak  ̂wy 

worda,
Mia <l>0fcyyop»:iQ^ •»«

X3 iidded; ^^ ji!»Mtll\ iBtewt9~ m&*e»<™
<dl \mtzmat b\&\ym;mtw dW* J >l**̂ 1,all thin gs what you please, but au
things which I have "commanded you.
The publicationtiio fi>«s, the doctr ine
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is mine; *nd yf oe &zJ ite doctrine Ja*%®t
mjoe, therm Voor publication |s £eypnd,
or p h&rt $f FftW^^pi ô^C 

:**
Mi«tt. îjl J$ , £0, t  ̂ ^4&Wu>g
tbw i^ra«*MM : " I am p ith you always,
unto the end #f the world. Ye$, mp$t
certa ine it ys, present by Ms spirit 5 for
slse w bodify presence hee * coi^inued
not with ids apostles, but during his
abode on ear th. And tliis pro mise of
his spiritu al presence was to their suc-
cessors ; else why to the end pf the
world ? The apostles did not, could
not, live so long- But then to thp
successors the promise goes no further
than I am with you always ; which
reaches to continual assistance, but not
to divine and infallible/9

" John xiv. 16. The Hjoiy Ghost
did abide with th£ apostles according
to Christ's pro mise there made, and
shall abide with their successors for
ever, to comfort a.nd preserve them.
But here 's no promise of divine infalli-
bility made unto them/*

Can any thing more to the purpose
be said in answer to ifce &Qgma&cdl
assertio ns and high claims of various
modern church advocates £

Being now in my 70th year , and
though still able regularl y to discharge
my public duties and to call on my
near neighbours , yet ne^er going a day
from home, and not having all the
books at hand necessary for the pur-
pose, an attemp t once designed must
be given up. It wps to draw up a
vindication of Dissent from the wr itings
and in the very words of many eminent
divines of the Establi shment . Some
seriou sly objecting to this, and others
to that , as absolutel y needing altera-
tion , $nd, as the very learned Dean
Pri deaux observed , (in some work tp
which I cannot make a direc t refer-
ence,) " might be much mpre $asUy
altered thai * defended." Such a trea tise
might be highly; useful, and $0 vyould
the continuati on of Mr. NeaPsf^hft^l
History. H&d my excellent friend Dr.
Toulmin's life been pr olonged, J ie
would ihay,e endeavoured to finish what
K^î ^̂ ^fifi^w- '

If Di«8e»t^3 a^t?^4 #p to thw jjrin ^
Qtym* e^q^i^B, l v̂-ever aipaU, would
«^P *og^;|M^, ^|wh unable to.eup-
J&n a regum\ m^ter, IWs (I w-aea^oi^d; J f a  ;proye, and %o coll ftp

* The cild> onhpgraphy, is retained.

att enUon of t^e lafty tp the subject, in
a pamphlet, atyipd. A ̂ Q^-^fc tbeilioat
Or afll • Pnfrfltlv , -Cialfiwp« 3>iibli^basd in
177& by J. 4phn^P,t^4 J?ltt»i<aiGhurch ^
ywdf ,19  ̂;ffl|p€$ pi|t pf print , Jk ,ae^-
sible lady^edjutca t^d.in the Church y told
me that she approve d Dissentin g soci-
eties chiefly on this accouat,—'f that
each one of them could alter or adopt
such modes and forms m appeared
most scriptural and edifying. In the
Churcli , nothi ng could be chang^
though great ly desire d by numerous
judicious and pious member s, vvithout
parliamentary uijter ference/  ̂ Pj^d©«B
is that liberty with which Chri&t ;makes
his disciples free , and highly com-
mendable those .who Mand f ast in it,
as St. Paul exhorts , Gal. v. I.

Mr. Robert Bragge, famous for
making numerous discourses on Jo -
sephs Coat, it is saidj , thus expre ssed
himself to warn his^J iear ers jagainst
ivery degree of heir^&y: • * B^xjterianism
lead  ̂to Arminia nism, Arminianism to
Arianism, Ariani§m to SociiiianisEO,
Sociniapi m̂ ( Human jtaria joism was
not then talke d of) to Deism, Deism
to Athe ism, and Atheism to hell/'

Dr. JBepson hearing this, repli ed,'" A xnuch shorter wav might be pointed
out . Calvinism leads to Autinomia n-
ism, Antinomianism to a wicked life,
and where that leads adjnits of no
doubt/' Communicated to J. Cornish
by Dr. Benson's venerab le friend , Dr.
Amory.

J)r. Amory was ,^. .wort hy member
of the well-chosen Committee for gain-
ing Belief to Dissent ing Ministers and
ScUooUmasters In 1772. The bishops
joined in tirray ^gaî st it. ( JQr. A.
waited wi^h others on Bishop Warbun -
ton . Il> was observed that las support
might natura lly be expected, who, in
a contir pv^sy wijth JBfcb Qp LowiJi, had
avowed his opinion, :" tiW toJer ation
ought not to be withheld from idola-
t^rs  ̂

The BfelKip ip isi&A to be
excused, sayWg> 4< ,a Li»ftn mu6t pay
^Oi^e rega rd AQ fbiS iCOi^ttexions.  ̂ iJDr.
Amory replie d, " Why not stand fort h
^one, }j p$ LQr<J, fj ike Atwiiel, m. the
nopl e caue^e ^f tmth} '*. • >> TSb[e f >mu&
Bishop vvafi nQtsu^iej^Jy iiighnminde d
to act t&usT pr-.A^0^^*̂ 1̂ ^^ia ^arl y life jto sacri ^eiat<the «hmie of

.i ĝi^ty, j ftud 
h#& 

f m ty  ̂tetep»iiia4>to¦tM^̂ «^#f^^K •¦ •" ui '^: ' ' } - :^J . CQiw«h inqwirii^r tof hia . ihen
woj rtlw Wtqr * rJ)x. Kippi8, how it was
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that the liberal -minded Bishop Law
;did hot appear m our ikhW,' the cause
Assigned xm$, " the unpleasantnes s of
being brow -4>6aten < by so many of the
same statio n, when his aid would be
ineffectual .** Otit coming to towt i at
that time and waiting on Archbishop
Cornwaiii s, that prel ate, so inferi or in
every episcopal qualification , greet ed
him with a sneer : '' I suppose your
Lord ship is come to assist Dissenting
endeavou rs." Bishop Shipley was
then one of the bench , but did not
come forwa rd as the friend of liberality,
thou gh afterwar ds he obtained that
honour. .

JOSEPH CORNISH.

Lancashire ,
Sir , Jul g 16, 1820.

IN the " Congre gat ional Magazine"
for the present month , there is an

accoun t of a Chapel at Allostock , near
Northwi ch, in Cheshire , with the cir-
cumstan ces of which, proba bly, some
of your Corres pondents are informed .
It appears that in the year 1742, Dr.
Samuel Baton was the pastor , who
was succeeded by the Rev. William
Turner and the Rev. John Holland.
The Congregational M agazine adds ,
" the ministers who have followed Dr.
t^aton were probabl y Arians or Anti -
trinita rian s," with the exception of
the present pastor , Mr. Glover , who
is rep resented as an Arm inian Baptist
and far advanced in years , preaching
only once a month. It appears that
an estat e of 27 acre s of land, situate d
at Rainow , two miles from Maecl es1-
iield, was bequ eathe d by the Rev.
Samuel Garsi de, for the " officiatin g
minist er of this Chapel for ever/ '
" But this bequest ," says the Ma ga-
zine, €€  has experienced the common
fate of posthum ous benevolence, and
is not enjoyed by ,thei part y for whom
it was designed /*i

The case of theu Chapel just 'men-
tioned is so < analogous to many' #ther&
in. this part of #he Country, that I h6pe
no apology is ireqiiisfte for alluding to
the subject , as i aui not awar e tha t
any Btepa are taking to pres erve our
old Pres byterian chapels from the fate
tha t seems to await them . Since the
extinction of the P ref fy yf a r y  in these
counties , no body has existed with
authorit y to tak e up the cause or falling
congregations; and however ive 'may
object to the powers witH which eccle*

sras tical associations have Wmettih es
bete armed , or have assutd ed, I am
totich inclined to think , that Mftrat may
be termed the rational classes of Dis-
Centers , have fallen lamentabl y* into
the other extrem e, leaving our weaker
church es to stru ggle on as they may;
Or altogether to perish , for want of the
friendl y support and prot ection which
can only be effectual ly given by an
associated body. With these views, I
cannot but regret the failur e of the
late laitdab le attempt tb estab lish a
Unitarian Association of the counti es
of Lancashire and Cheshire , which
would have been competent not only
to have taken up the cause of several
expiring churches , but would have been
a powerful auxiliar y to the Unitaria n
Fund . Surel y no one can doubt of
the absolute necessity of un ion in
any public affairs , or doeg he think
that , in this instance , exert ion is mis-
placed and Unnecessary ? As I am an
advocate for act ive measures , I am
glad to find that the subject of an
Association is not dropped . I cer-
tainl y should have been better pleased,
had the friends of the measure per -
severed at once in tbeir original plan,
but much ought to be sacri ficed to
conciliate all partie s ; and I tru st the
Committee appointed at the late Annual
Meetin g at Warringto n, will enter
upon some plan for immediate ly carry -
ing int o execution what so many of
their brethren have long wished for.
In no part of the kingdom is there a
wider uncultivated field than is pre^-
sented by our manufact uring district s
for popular preaching ; and when it is
considered that several missionaries
have offered their serv ices in tjie Uni-
tarian cause, I thin k the friends to
divine trut h can scarce ly acqu it them-
selves of culpable neglect if they longer
defer to avai l themse lves of the means
before them for disseminat ing the
genuine doctrines of the gospel.5 A. B. C.

Sir , Ju ly  25, 1820.
/ k MONG the vario us iretnar ks oo-

J ^L easioned W M?: FWk ty discours e
oti " the Diit&/6f Chri s%ii$ toward s
Ddst s," I was f i|Ot k fittfef stri -^ri

^
d

by the assertion of if f p M s ip- *1*?
that " -of all men; Uttft aria iis>&ave the
greatest reason to coBaptein^of ^

8
Sermoii?' "iiT^cIT1Kr <KscovCT? »
tendfeiifey to <JtfkrM7fift# ^t«y the
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charg e, that a nat ural and close alli-
ance subsists between Unitarians and
Unbelievers/' I hope Unitarians will
never deem it unn atura l to form an
alliance, as close as the fair pursuit of
a common object may requi re, with
unbe lievers or misbelievers of anv de-
scription, who may be willing to join
them with the laudable design of con-
tri but ing " to let the oppressed go
free and to break every yoke," A very
opposite design appears to have been
attr ibut ed to Unitarians , on a lat e me-
morab le occasion .

Mr. Gurney, whom " the Society
for the Suppression of Vice" retaine d
to prosecu te Mr. Carlile , seemed to
connect the Unitarians with the pro -
moters of that pr osecution , in his
repo rted speech at Guildhall , on the
15th of October last. Mr. Carlile
pleaded , not legally  indeed, yet not
unfa irly, a3 argumentum ad homines,
that the Trinity being confessedl y an
essential articl e of the religion esta-
blished and enforced bv the State , Mr.
Smith' s Bill, which released from pe-
nalties the irupug ners of the Trinity,
had virtual ly repealed the Blasphemy
Act. To this line of defence, Mr.
Gurney is reported to have rep lied,

" In the Act of William and M ary,
which exists now in full force, there is
a passa ge stati ng that he who denies
that the Old and New Testaments are
of divine author ity, shall be subject to
certa in pains and pena lties. The de-
fendan t declares that the whole Act
has been rep ealed , whereas it is evident,
beyond doubt , that but one line upon
the subject of the Tr inity has been
withdraw n. The new Act , then , tacitl y
re-enacts all the rest of the former
statu te ; for it shews that the latte r
had undergone thoro ugh consideration ,
and the plain mean ing of the former
is equa lly the design of those who
solicited and those who granted the
indulgence."

I copy thi3 passage from the Morn -
ing Chronicle of Oct. 16, which agrees
with the Times of the same date .
Fr om the word design, connecte d
with thor ough consideration, a reade y
would, I thin k, be lively to conclude
that the Unita ria ns had shewn them -
selves ready to make a common cause
wth Mr. Guriievfe dipnts , consideri ng
their own relief as. the only proper
relaxation of the statute, and j qiutG
satjsfiM jftat/^i^ >j|dv ^n excalptionin their favour , " the Act of William

and Mary exists now in fall force. *
Yet " those who solicited the indul -
gence!," while they £diild *cfflriy • act for
themselv es exclusively with any chance
of success, had neither a ̂ design to
encoura ge, nor a dispositi on to app rove
the late pr osecutions ; but were among
the firs t to regret, while they relied on
the omnipotence of divine truth , that
Unbelievers were not allowed with
impuni ty to assail the religion of the
Bible, not only with ar gument , but
even with misrepres entation and ridi-
cule, should they be disposed thud ' to
injure thei r own rep utation as sober
disputants.

It appear s, then, that " of all men,
Unitarian s have the greatest reason to
ap prove of this Sermon ," and that
they would indeed " have the greates t
rea son to complain " had no one of
their number been found promptl y to
bear in their behalf a testimony against
p ersecut ion. Should any of your read -
ers still doubt whether the prosecution
of Mr. Carlil e be a sp ecies of which
persecution is the genus, I wish they
would inform us, according to their
nomenclature , on what page of history ,
ancient or modern , persecution can be
found.

GAMALIEL.
¦̂ ^ fc

Remarks of an Unitaria n Traveller. No. I; 4J \

—^^ m̂m

Remarks of an Unitarian Traveller.
, No. I.

Sir ,
MY employment will not lead you

to expect from me any logical
reas oning. I am in trade , and perform
iny own journeys . This leads me to
see a variety of persons and places .
On these 1 am accustomed to mak e
my remark s, not with a design to find
fault , but to put down what I think
may be usefu l to myself or to my
children , when I am dead. Some of
my observat ions have been communi-
cated to friends , whose partiality led
them to believe they might serve our
common cause. With this wish they
are sent ; and if you judge them worth y
of a place in your theological Repo-
sitory , they are at your service. If the
plan I have puisued were followed by
other Travellers, you would have many
Cor resp ondents who could give you
fetter means than .are now possessed
for) determ ining: the. question,-—Is Unir -
tariat nsm ijaore ^iBgor tdec^eaaing !̂  A
gener al spirit of inqukyiis increasing ;

_av grea ter readi ness to hear wha t we



have to say exists  ̂
aad the very bit-

ternes s shewn by the bigoted proceed s
from a fear that our pri nciples should
be known ; for if known, they cannot
refute them .

But there is another cause : the
length the seoeders have gone in the
doctrines they have taught, has alarmed
rnan y of the orthodox. Moral preach-
ing and enforcin g the duties of Chr is-
tians; were beginning to be more
common before the directio n given to
public opinion by Car lile, anS his base
effort to rank Unitarians with himself.
The tide will turn ; and though the
depression of trade and the difficulties
of the natio n are against us, truth is
gaining ground among individu als. It
shews its progress slowly in bodies .
Indeed , it is rather surprising, except
in large towns, that Unitarian societies
should be formed , if we consider the
difficulties that attend those who join
them. Besides being f € every where
spoken against," in many places the
means of support would be taken from
those who would prefer worshiping
with us, if they dared to attend with us.
This opposition is not less strong
among Dissenters than among mem-
bers of the Establishment. With the
latter, it seems to me consistent ; in
the former , a departure from their own
princi ples, and a violation of that right,
the right of private judgment , on
which alone our Dissent can be justi -
fied. If we follow truth , it is of little
consequence whether the numbers
who avow themselves Unitarians are
for or against us. The Bible is for us,
and with this weapon I am content.
Human authority is to me, in matters
of religion, like the kite that used to
please me when a boy, with this differ -
ence—the kite flies against , authority
goes with, the wind.

I was brou ght up in the belief that
Christ was the only head of his chur ch,
though my Caivinis tic education did
not allow me to think he died for all.
Havin g told you my education , you
will not wonde r at some of the habits
I still retai n. Though I have long
given up the belief , in Five Points as
tteteteftar ? to salvation, 1 still feel a
{great reverence for some of the prac -
tices nay mother and grandmother
taught me early to observe. Amoftg
these Are the strict observance bf the
liortJ fa-day, a freque nt renSn gof the
Scripture  ̂ instr ucting cfcilwfen by

catechising them, and attendin g family
praye r. I wish these wer e more ob-
served by Unitarians ; then we should
not be so often charged with indiffer-
ence to the means for promoting devo-
tion. While we shun the gloom, we
should still cherish the spirit of genuine
religion. Till our ministers shall fol-
low the plan of a Field or a Holland
or a Carpenter , we shal l not build up
eur young as we ought ; nor shall we
prepare the way for toymen actin g the
part of priests in their families, and in
thei r neighbourhood , when new socie-
ties are to be forme d, or old ones are
without a supply. It is greatl y to be
lamented , that such friends to our
cause as Mr. Thos. F r, have not
regular service in the places wher e
they live. This would awaken inquir y,
encourage public worshi p, {jive to the
lower classes the opport unity of at-
tending our forms of worship , and
enable the well-disposed to have Sun-
day-schools, and to promote other
benevolent plans, which, for want of
co-operation , are now omitted. Fel-
lowship Funds are admira bly fitted to
prepare for general union . Vestry -
libraries , religious tract societies and
conferences will follow.

As you, Mr. Editor , recommend the
Christian Tract Society, I will take the
liberty of mentioning an improvement
in its management. Its tracts are too
long. They are more fitted for scho-
lars than learners . They suit those
who hav e a deal of time, not those who
can only snatch a few minutes , and are
then off again . Let us take a hint
from others . The Society for Pro-
motin g Christia n Knowledge, and the
Bristol Tract Society, have shor t, pithy
pieces. These are laid in shop win-
dows, and in places most freq uented.
It costs little to have a few to give
away to persons who may read them.
We want somethin g of this kind. If
the Committee of the Christian Tract
Society Would consider this hint, they
might easily get sucflbi pieces as would
obtain general circulation. I will shew
jrott that I can follow the advice I give,
and not occupy more of the time of
y<mfr readers afc present. In toy aext,
I will aeiid yoia some «yWsi^*tioiw
made in my Essex jouarn ejy which m
through Smfftotk , Norfolk , CantondgfCj
and Hem. On eaeh 6i these you will
have the opinion * of aik • _^UNTTMIIAN TRAVELL ER-

472 Remarks of an Vnitarian Traveller. No. 1:



Art . l.—A &ti&r&e of Lectures, con-
taining' a inscription and Syste-
matic Af tixHgeihf tot of the Several
Branc hes &f Divinity : accompanied
with an Account both of the Prin -
cipal Author s} dnd of the Progress
which has been made at differen t
P eriods if i Theological Learn ing.
By Herbe rt Marsh , D. D. F. R. S.
and P. A. S , Lord Bishop of Peter -
boro ugh, and. Mar gare t Profes sor of
Divinity. Part V. On the Authen -
ticity, of the New Testament. Cam-
brid ge, pri nted. Sold there by, Deightons, and in London by Rv-
vingt ons. 1820. 8vo. pp. 94.

\TE7T3 are happy that this Prelat e
V? comes again before the publi c

in the character of Mar gar et Professor
of Divinity at Cambrid ge. Although
the subjec t of the Fifth Part of ms
Lectures may be considered as not
admitting any great novelty of infor -
mation and remark , we cannot but be
gratified by his luminous arran gement
of his thoughts , by the persp icuity and
vigour of his style, and by several traces
of & powerful and discriminating mind.
To those who are beginning, and to
them who feel a desire of reviewing
their theological studi es, his labours
will be highly useful.

" The authenticity and credibili ty of
the Bible " form the third of the seven
branche s of the system of divinity
adopted ia his Lectures . " And it is
har dly possible," he says, " that these
importa nt questi ons should be exa-
mined at a period , more seasonable
tha n the present , when every effort
has been made to shake the fabric of
Chri stianity to its very basis." Prev i-
ously to his entranc e on the proof of
the authenticity of the writings of the
New Testament , he deems it t€  neces-
sary to give a definition of the term
authentic." This word he uses € €  in
the confined sense in which many
English and most foreign writers use
*i:" **e ProBK>unqes a book authentic
twt wa» composed iC by the author to
whom it is ascribed. 9' It will naturall yoe asked, whether Bishop Marsh hasgood reasons fo*. thus departing from•He language of some preceding advo-

cates for revdtt im̂  
On t|te one

hand , the correct ^iiiplbyiiitent !&M
application of teriiis ire essential to
tfie success of otir - researches Sf&fr
tru th, and of our diffusion of it: oil
the other, no changes should fiere b£
introdu ced which ate not maiiifest jy
improvem ents. H

A late excelteht JPrelate * stated
" the difference between the genuine -
ness and the authen ticity of a bck>fcw
as follows : " a genuine book is that
which was written by the person whose
name it bears , as the author of it ; an
authen tic book is that which relates
matters of fact, as they really hap-
pened." This distinctioii, we betievfe,
approves itself to many of his readers.
So far as it extends , we find it conve-
nient and intelligible ; yet the second
part of it is limited to historical, and
does not comprehend epistolar y and
several other writin gs. Authenticity,
in the sense in which Dr. Watson
defined it, cannot be predicated of
epistles, unless they xteord matters of
fact , and record them with correc tness.
Now the Mar garet Prof essor's defini-
tion of this term includes , on the
contrary, those books of every dlass
that were written by the persons whose
names they respectivel y bear , as the
authors of them. To this definition ,
therefore , we give the prefer ence : its
accuracy will perhaps be confirmed by
the citation of a passage from an earl y
Chris tian writer.

Tertullian 'f speaks of the " authen -
tic letters'* of the apostles . It has
been a difficult task to ascertain what
he means by this express ion : J evi-

• Apology f o r  the Bible,hy R. Watson ,
D. D., &c-, Bishop of Landaff , (3rd ed.,)
p. 33, and Dr. Makby's Illus trations, Sic.,
(1802,) pp. 1, 2. '

•f* De Praescrip. cap. xxxvi.
t See Lardner 's rema rks (Works> II.

266, &c.) on the passa ge, Tfae note of
Semlcr  ̂ rrertul l. Opera , Tona. li. pp.
45, 46,) is, " non originalia et auto-
graphs, lit tnalt i falso intelligebant; sed
Grarcaf , quia isti alii L*tin& tra nslxtknie
utebanta r, sicut ipse TertulliattUs." "She
inter |iretirt ioii which thl^Editor denounce s
of thfc wori ls atsthtnticm Ht #r<x, has ken

- > r - \  ¦ • • x : 47a- ? 
¦. • ¦  .v / ¦ ' • • . • •

€i Still pleased to praise, yet not afraid to blamed—Pofit,
• • 

•
. 

¦ . .  
x



dently, however, he did not affix to it
the impor t assigned by Bishop , Wat-
son. Had he intended to say that the
aposto lic epfe ties are authentic, be-
cause they relate . matters of fact aa
they real ly Uappe necJ , * Jtie wpuld h$ve
saia what was rt,Qtsii]y irreleva nt to hia
subject and ;h|s reasoning. If this had
been his design, it could not be lieces-
sar y that he shojujd advise those whx)n\
he imi^edi^eiy addresses to visit Co-
rint h, or 'Phiii ppi, <>r Thessa lonica, or
Ephesus , or Rome. To the word
authent ic he jpr pbably anne xed the
Idea conveyed , vx Bishop Marsh' s defi-
nition. His top ic is the testim ony of
the apostle s to the Chri stian doctrine.
For this test imonv he refers to their
epistles, which might fairl y be sup-
posed to exist in an aut hentic state ,
uninterpolate d and undisputed , among
the churc hes to which they were ori-
ginally and severall y writt en, and in
which they were known to be the pro-
ductions of the authors to whom they
are respectivel y ascribed.

Thus far we agree with Lardner m
his construction of the phrase authen -
tiote literce. We feel ourselves com-
pelled to dissent from him when he
says, that by this phrase we are not
to understa nd " aut hentic letters or
epistles," but " scriptures ,5' all the
Scriptures of the New Testament. It
is true , passages may be found in Ter-
tullian where the word liter te has such
an acceptation . The sentence before
us , however , is connected with others ,
in which the apostles are specifically
mentioned. We therefore presume
that the rule s of just interpretation ,
and the whole scope of the African
father 's argument , will require us to
take the ter m literce in the more re-
stricted sense of letters or epistles.

The Marg aret Professor , we find ,
makes the same app lication which Ter -
tullian does of the epithet " auth entic"
to the book s of Scripture . * At the
same time, we have perceived , in the
course of our rea4ing> that some re-

adopjed by Mr . Travis and Mr. Nolan ,
but is rejected by Porson . (Lett ers to
Archdeaco n T., &c. pp. 276, 277 ; In q.
into the Gr . Vulg. p. 115 , &c.)

* This observation may be confirme d
by an app eal to a valuable tra ct which
Bishop Marsh published many years since ,
and which is entitled " The Authenticity
of the Five Books of Moses vindicated ."

cent and poptilar writers employ the
iyrqt |v&<jr ds genuine and auth entic in-
discrimina tely and convertibl y ;  * a
practice which it seeds 'expedient to
discoura ge. Perhap s, a3 the effect of
Bishop Ma rsh's ex^jpplp and argu ,
ments, greater pre pi^io  ̂

and corr ect-
ness may distinguis h, /in tliis instan ce,
the language of the niaxt rac e of theo-logians. . .

Our author points out very carefully
and successfully the 'influence of an
inquiry int o the authentici ty of the
New Testament on the , divine origin
of Christianit y. He ^arrang ^s tli^ 

evi-
dence for this authenticit y glider two
head s, the externa l, cx consisting of
the test imony of ancjent writer s, ajid
the existence of cert ain earl y transl a-
tion s," and the internal y " which is
drawn from the contents of the book s :**
the external he now places in the fore-
most rank , because it is here eminently
decisive, and '* no preparation is wan ted
for its reception. "

" In the disposition of the several
parts , of which external evidence con-
sists," he has t€ ventured to depart
from the general practice. " For th is
deviation he offers an apology. " In
quoting, " says he, " ecclesiastical
writers , as evidence for the authenti c
city of the New Testam ent, it has been
usual to begin with the Apostolic Fa-
thers , or the fathers who were contem -
porar y with the apostles ; and thence
to proce ed to the fathers of the second ,
third , fourt h, and as many following
centuries , as appeared expedient for
the pur pose. But there is a disad -
vanta ge attendin g this chronolog ical
arr angement , inasmuch as it exposes
the proof of authenti city to various
objections at the very outset . Bar-
nabas and Hermas do not afford the
testim ony for which they are quoted .
Clement of Rome, Ignatius and Poly-
car p were certainl y acqua inted with
some books of the New Testam ent ;
but they have been alleged as evidence
for other books , where the quotat ions
produced for tha t purpose ar e rea lly
insufficient. We cannot , indeed, ew~
pect to find in their writ ings such
amp le testimon y to the books of the
New Testament , as we find in the
work s of late r writers . And it is not

* For example, Paley and Bishop Por-
-tCUS. ; • , ' .» " . ': . .
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to  ̂
M^4; b^a^e

?%t 
sifence j^y

p& eagily ^xi$spn&<I:f A* ^i*
he 

4e?^e °f
mailing tJagm , say, more than ^he ,drr
cuifistances, under w^h they , >yro te,
could allow them to.sayv^Pp. 1#> 13.
^p; Mar^, %, gfr |gg^he . jus t
explanat ion ch; the insufficiency of , the
Apostpiic lE âiheir s, fts mtri esses, J o t&e
authentic ity of itW Christian Scrip r
tures, adds,—'* there is anothe r rea-
son for ribt%e giitiiinjg^th thei r Works ,
which: is 'th*'HWs tfogett; th&n the pre-
ceding! "VPH eii we appeal to one sfet
of wn%in&,\ f$t the pur pose 'of esta r
blishing/^ie authen ticity of , another ,
we should tajce ' especiajl care that the
writ ings to which we make our f irst
appeal, should; themselves be free from
all suspicion. But the writin gs ascribed
to the Apostolic Fat hers , and espe*
cially the Epistles which bear the name
of Ignatius , have descended to us in a
very question able shape. And, thoug h
we should probably j£O too far , if we
asserted ,, as some critic s have done ,
that they aje Entirely  spurious , this at
least is certain , that if they came ori-
ginally from the hands of those fat hers ,
their writing s have been so interpolate d
with passages, which from the nature
of the subjects could riot liave existed
in the first century, as to cast a shade
over that which may probabl y be ge-
nuine. —rNothing has so contr ibuted to
impair the proo f, that the New Testa -
ment is authent ic, as the importance
which has been falsely attached to the
works of the Aposto lic Fathers/'

For t||||e reasons the learned Pr e-
late prop oses to invert the order which
has been liitherto observed in conduct -
ing the proof of authen ticity . He pro -
poses to begin with the fath ers of the
fourt h century, and to ascend, throug h
the thir d and the second , to the first
centur y.—Such is the kind of pr pof,
which he proceeds , in his following
(the twenty-fourth ) lecture, to offer,
as the external evidence for the Chris-
tian Scripture s. , < ;

Qf thjjj, inverajp n of the u$i*al ar -
raugemsnt we gippdy appro ve, so far
»s it regajrdd the particular class of
heater s &nd readers for whom Bishop
Ma$*h?8 Lectu res are intende d. Lard-
nefs method is different, because A*wrote with , %* • . design of enab ling
 ̂
persons of ordi nary capad ^ies, wbp

luive not i Mb i opportun ity of reading
ancient wthc^p, to judge for them-

^lyjear .c onqemwg ,jke OTtj^n l̂ evidence
qf rf hh; fertr wlat  ̂mctW;Ne 3̂Fp^a^
ment

 ̂ * ; ' ,
Fr oi^.Jecajai in t^Qj tf tjf a , ff oj &cii

Sisliop. Mar |£ a§cen$V t&Lm #&9MX>$$
Nazianziim, ip j^.Oj^et Chuyc?^,and
thence &o\#$  ̂ Eirr
^ebius of C^saret v, O^rigen; Tei^ulUatî
Clem^it o$ Alexandria, and irenaeiipf.
Hfere he cpwlu  ̂i f̂ ^tB^o^i ^̂ his
auth oriti es ifo. );he ̂ it f f f ^f afg  ̂ $*$
New T^m^i 

 ̂
^.tejjy«ft^

fift^ j lectjuif^.he givj^.^^es^pf^^
preceding u^qjiiiri^s,. . .? AcjC ^rdi i^, ] m
obsjurv ^; that , all. tU  ̂bqok s which we
receive Vat preserit o^s the Chr istian
^ciript^res, <f were , ^received : in^ . ; the
fourth century, as the \yorks of the
authors to whom they are ascribed/*'SjtuV ,, greater weight , an4 correctness
belong, we pre sume, to the; well known
catalogu e of Eusebius of Caesarea ,
wl^ich is limited to " the four Gospels,
the Acts of tUe Apostles , thir teen Epis-
tles of St. Pau l,; the firs t Epistle of St.
Pete r, and the first Epistlei . of St.
John." f  We do not take ,on, ourselves
to pronounce that " the doubtf ul or
rejected books" are altogqtlier desti-
tute of authori ty : we think , however,
that the Mar gare t Pr ofessor has unduly
magnified the evidence In their behalf,
and treated too slightly the reas oning
of objectors .

In this part of his undertakin g he
inst itutes a very ingenious and satis-
factory argument to shew that fC if the
historic al books of the New Testament
were universall y received, they must
have been received as authentic in the
very places, where they were com-
posed, and by the persons  ̂ to wliom
they were first delivered , and" that ,
iix like manner , " whatever apostplie
epistles were universa lly received, they
must have been received as authentic
by the very perso ns, or communities ,
to whom they were immediatel y 'ad-
dres secj." Their content ? and the date
OJT their acknow ledged existence , ren-
der it impossible that the}' should have
been forgeries .

The Pfofessor should have di&tgpdfly
- ¦

, - •  
' 
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* Pref. to The Credibilit y, &.c. Parlt
II.

+ Al* these wri ting ? Eusebius places
among '« the bo6ks whichI vir^re ixhf aier^
sally received z?p > and this i  ̂the only part
of "his catalogue with which we are at
pfesent cortc emcQ* - > ; '

; ^ *&e\?iew.^M<t*xhr8 XJ oursej of lectures * Hf tirt - V* v 4f&



refer red, in?p- 67, to bis translati on of
Mieh&elis' Introd. Sec., (1793,) I. 360,
361.

His twenty-sixth lectnre (the last on
the authenticit y of the NewTesta ment)
is employed j n the considera tion of the
internal evidence Sir favdtir of the Gos-
pels, the AMb -.-w 4be Apostles, and
the Epistfies. And this subject is ex-
treme fy ̂ 11 s^ted 

and 
illustra ted. In

the compass of ̂  
few pages, several cir-

f^miftta nces a^e pointed out which shew
that these irapective Wirings -afibnl
tire stron gest presu mptions of their
authenticit y, or their proceeding irbin
«cn who Vrere contem porary with the
events related , and with the commu-
mties or individuals addr essed. As we
take for granted that these lecttire s
wffl come into the hands of many of
our readers , and indeed that no student
in fheology wifl. fail of gaining an ac-
quaintance with them, we shall not
add to the numbe r of our quotations .
Besides the unintended coincidences
mention ed by Bishop Marsh , some are ,
perhaps , discoverabl e on a comparison
tif the four Gospels with each other :
let the fallowin g texts , for instanc e, be
jointl y examined , J ohn xix. 25, Luke
xxfii. 27, 49, 55, Mark xv. 40, 41,
Matt , xxviii. 55, 56,

In concluding this articl e of Review,
we may be per mitted to express pur
earnest desire of being favoured with
more such sets of lectures from the
Right Reverend Author 's pen.

only that Christ <fid mrt know the ^ifce
by commumc^tioii, or in fcfcfl orffcial
capacity. Pr. Addm Clarke suggests
that the cltrasp•;*» Abr fhe 8fc&" may be
an interp plation.

These severnl scheme* are jammed
by Mr. Hufctpn with great ability, and
fclfly shewn, we think , to begnjj mdte ss.
ffis opening repdttrk, scarcely Ifess than
self-evident, decides the c|ues$6ii:

" And here we may qbserae, #>»t while
the smallest degree of Jgnpi^pcej on any
subject how triflin g soeyef, vmf t  dispr ove,
beyond contr adiction , the; t>e!ity of him
who confesses or discovers it; the pos-
session, on the . contrary, of stor es of
knowled ge, inconceiva ble by any human
imagination , fathoml ess by any human
mind, boundless so far as such a mind
can perceive , would not be m itself suffi-
cient to establish the Godhe ad of the
possessor. We

^
inay pronounce with cer-

tainty, that he is not God who is ignor ant
of any thing : but of him, who, to our
finite comprehension , should appear to
know all things , we could not, tner efore,
pronounce that he was God. Ignorance ,
we know, in the minutest quantity, can-
not co-exist with omniscience : but there
is no degree of knowledge, how wonder -
ful soever , of which we can affirm that
it could not be deriv ed—of which we can
assert that it is absolu tely infinite , and
can exist only in an infinite being. Where
we clearl y see a bound, we may infer
a finite nature ; but from our not per-
ceiving a bound , we cannot infer an
infinite.

€€ To appl y this remark to the subject
under consideration , if it should appea r
that ther e was any part of the plan of
providen ce of which Jesus was ignorant ,
the conclusion would be unavoidable,
that Jesus is not God , whereas the oppo-
site conclusion , that he is so, would not
follow from his appearing to possess the
most per fect knowledge of all the sub-
jects that the human imagination can
conceive. The smallest degree of imper-
fection is sufficien t to prove an imperfect
nature. The highest 4egree of excel-
lence that toe, can appr eciate, will not
prove perfection . What portion of know-
ledge, power , wisdom, and goodness, the
Supreme Disposer may se  ̂fit to com-
municate to an inferior natu re, we can-
not determi ne ̂  btyt we ctxm determine
with infallibl e rertain ty, thirt he who is
in *oy respect tfefictat ife **r timfc attribut es
<cftnnat be $he rSuprt ime.?MF- *4*

Havin g gone Chroii gh the arg ument
from the text, Mr. >H^«on proceeds
to adduce crth w «aripw r<d evidence
against the omniscience of Christ.

476 Review.—If utton ** Sermon on the Omniscience vf thd %l?uther *

Akt. H.— Omniscience the Attribute
of the Father Only :  A Sermon,
preach ed before the Association of
Unitarian (Christians* residing at
f t ull, Thome , Donca ster, Guinsdro ',
Lincoln, and adjacent Pla ces, at
the Chapel, BataUAHey-Lane, Hull ,
on Thursday, September 30, 1819.
Published at their Request, and
respectfully  inscribed to them . By
Rev. JosephHuttc u, ̂ . Bv of Leeds.
Bvo. j>j>u .92. Robinson and Co.,
X#eeds ; Hun ter , London.

MB. HUT!T0N  ̂text , Mar k xiii.
32, has greatly puzzled and dis.

tressed Trinit arian cooimentors . The
greater part of them say that Christ di^not know the d̂^av -of ̂ u<Jgppn$ in his
luimanj^tur ^. 49rrM^akpigfat ^pe^that the \wrds mean. outy>tha t Cbriat
did «ot mate Tthe time 4aUmn. Mr.
Wardlaw contends , th«t they signify



He observes, 1. We find in Scripture
marty express declarations, proceeding
from the lips of our Lord himself , that
the knowledgfe wliteh he possessed was
not has own, but derived from him
that sent him. 2. Prajrer is an act
which it is impossible to suppose could
be performed^ by a being, himself om-
niscient—himself <xod« 3* Our Lord
was tempted m all points as we are.
Does not temptation necessarily imply
the limited knowledge of the person
tempted ? 4. All those passages of
Scripture which imply the limitation
of any other of the attributes of Jesus,
will also imply that of his knowledge.

The Introduction to the Sermon
contains some excellent and happil y-
expressed remarks upon the accusation
brought against Unitarians of a wish
to degrade our Saviour.

An Appendix, of many pages, eon«-
sists of Notes, argumentative and cri-
tical , which are unusually valuable.
One of these contains animadversions
on Dr. Pye Smith's scheirie vof Cal-
vinism. We regret that we can extract
only the following sub-note, on the
popular topic of Unitarian presump-
tion :

" The charge of indulg ing the vain and
pre sumptuou s idea of fathoming the un-
searc hable mysteries of the Divine Na-
ture , has not unfr equentl y been preferred
against Unitarians ; upon What principle
I know not , unles s it be that princi ple of
policy which sometimes prompt s a dispu-
ta nt to endeavour , if  possible , to astonish
and confound his anta gonist , by preferring
against him the very accusatio n, which
he had fully expected to be prefe rred
against himself. Surely if presu mption
must be ascrib ed to either party, —tho ugh I
am not aware of the necessity, and should
therefore greatly pre fer the milder term
error ,—it should rather be to those who
pre tend to define what the Divine Nature
i s or at least to point out the distinctions
tha t are in it , than to those who with-
hold their assent from any sucfr una utho-
rized definitions or descriptions ;-~+mih&r
to those who, wkhdut the direct sanction
either of reason or revelation, affirm the
Deity to be both thr ee ^nd one, ttein to
those who, ccniftn ing themselves atrictiyto the language of Scripture* iand the
express declarat i^t>f iGc»dbMin ^f,\«areonly to affirm tha t he is dne slather totho se who eiait an, toiferend e o# Ihfi rown , ceminly neither hrtult itfely) obviousnor neceash,  ̂Mm ta *4MtortHt t JBiY}fet ru th, than to thwe wh«i think noJhtt toaninfer ence, eveii if it were apparently ju st,

entitl ed to equal .weight with the inspire d
decisions of Scripture ;r—rath er to, those
who pro nounce dogmati cally that mere
humajn formulas of faith and doctri ne
J iave * the expr ess war rant of Holy Scrip-
ture / jthah to tfeose jwho hesitate to adipait
as scaiptural , doctri nes wtiich are ) &i)i
taugh t, and cannot be expressed f aMi itip-
tural terms ;-^rat her to tnose trtio Ab:ii0t
scrup le, in the publi c congregation , in the
Solemn presence of Almighty  Obdt antl as
a part of his holy ser ^ice^ to expres s tfteit
unqualified and implicit belief in such
matters of doubtful disputation , to say
the very least, as are conta ined in tl$&
Nicene and Athaaasian Cre eds, than to
those who require much higher authority
than that of fallible men, or fallible
councils , to induce them to entertai n, or
to warrant them in publicly and solemnly
prof essing such belief-' Wnatever may bt
said of" « Unitarian presumption ' in this
respec t , the charge most a&suredly comes
With aii ill grac e from persons who pro -
fess to know so much more of the Dhdne
Nature and Essence than Unita rian s do,
•—who dra w conclusion s respecting it
from passages in whitfh it is not even
mentioned ,—and who dignify those con-
clusions, thoug h mere deductions of their
own, and never once directl y indica ted by
Scri pture , with the name of sacre d and
essential truths. Let any one car efully
and seriousl y peruse the Athanasian , the
Nicene, Dr. Pye Smith 's, or any othe r
Trinitarian Creed ,—let him consider their
doubtful and difficul t matter , for such it
is at the best , and mark their uncouth
and unscnptural phraseology, —and then
let him say , whether the guilt of pr e-
sumpt ion , if it must attach any where ,
(which, however , when I consider the
endless wan derings of hunian erro r, I do
not think it necessary to believe ,) ougjit
not tatlie r to be impute d t6 th& man
who, Without any m6dest doubt or pru-
dem reservation , professes , than to him
who feels himself compelled, by the tes-
timony both of reason and of scriptur *?,
to withhold his credence .""-—Pp. 68, 6&,

Art. Ift -—•-Poems. By , , Oue of die
AvtfUors o£ " Poems ior Youth, by
a, Family Circle.** Baldwin, Cr»-
dock aad JToy- l#20. 3*. W.,

W
E hare read this littte, mipre-
tetulkig volume, with a p h m v a k

far exceeding that wiiici* ive Wte baiti
UBfcd' to ®&nm from the perwfel of
many A wiote tmiky toiftfe;i u^U^cW into
the' world by mmry a ybiiip tM mdvef -
timxnmu Good ^eiifcM«nife> *m iiqt
always mdte gOb<i ^oe ,̂ M& w± do
y ^ ?pto t $mf y *W  iff lkire

Review*—Poems* by one of " A Family Circle?* AJ 'J
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wherever we approve, though some-
times , we fear , our admira tion has
been excited when approbati on lagged
far behind. But , in the pre sent case,
so happy , an union has been effected
between beauty and tr uth , that our
feelings may be allowed thei r full play
without any danger of impairing the
nicety of our mora l discrimin ation .

So much of our time, and so large
a prop ortion of our pages are appro-
priated to the direct discussion of par *
ticular theological tenets , that we are
in perpetual danger of forgetting our
great interest int pleading the cause of
a larefc and liberal spirit of devotion :
in hording up to view, on every occa-
sion, the advanta ges of dwelling on
what we may presume to call the
lighter parts of religion—those beau-
tiful sentiments , which, though affect -
ing differ ent minds in different ways,
do, in some form or other , fix a very
peculiar stamp of excellence on every
production of a mind strong ly imbued
with them . It has been charged upon
rational Christians , and with too much
truth , tha t they are apt to neglect the
heart while they pay an unr emittin g
attention to the head. This arises so
much more , we believe, from ar gu-
mentative habits * imbibed in earl y life,
than from any convictions of the un-
derstanding unfavourab le to the culti-
vation of devotional feeling, that we
shal l not waste our own time and that
of our readers in discussing the subj ect :
restin g satisfied, also, that a volume
like that before us will do more to-
wards demonstratin g the happy influ-
ence of the religion of the heart , than
any argument s which we could advan ce
in the calmness and quietness of prose.
At the same time let it be remarked ,
that the direct ly  devotional pieces of
this collection are not numer ous, and
that we have spoken of it with reference
to religion, chiefly because it appears to
us that its author 's mind has received,
and communicated to these produ c-
tions, a rich infusion of that classically
devotional taste which is more precious
in the eyes of a Christian than the
lar gest acqu aintanceship with the beau -
ties of Heathen lore ; ,

The author is, we understand , one
of a highly-rifted family, to whom we
are indebted for the veiy pleasing litt le
volume of which we gave an account
in our ' last Number (p^ 4S$}«

W# hav  ̂ giseat pleasure «i raa kiog

an extra ct or two. Ther e is mucfi
beaut y in the following lines (p. 21) :
Smiling serenely, as on earth she smil'd,

But those sweet eyes no longer tear -
bedevv'd,

She sat , invested with heav'fc's sancti-
tude ,

Amid the blissful bow'rs, happy and mild
And angel-like in gentleness : unehang'd,

Save that the grief which weigh'd upon
her breast

Had fled, and left her now entir ely
blest ,

Earth 's chain unloosed, and free where'er
she ran g'd.

She still retained her spirit 's playfulness ;
With sweet and holy thoughts so calmly

blended ,
As spoke heaven's peace upon her head

descended ,
And her brow wore no shadow of dis-

tress ,
I saw her th us,—the angels cheri shing

Their long-belov'd, and welcoming her
home,

And whispering her of pure joys yet to
come,

And hopes etern al and unperisking -
I saw her smile upon them, and the

band
Of fadeless flow'rs they laid \ipon her

bro w ;
And hear d her sigh,. O happ y, happy

now,
Th' immortal airs my burning cheek have

faim'd,
And those I left on earth , and wept to

leave,
Their ministVing angei I awhile shall

be ;
But soon their wearied hearts shall

cease to grieve
And they will come to rap ture and to

me."—

Sonnet. (P. 54.)
How oft beneath his blest and healin g

wings
He would hare gather 'd me, and I

would not !
Like a weak bird , all heedless of my

lot;
Perverse and idle in my wander ings.
Now my soul would return , and trem-

bling brings
Her weari ed pinion to its wonted rest :

And faint with its short flights and flut-
terings

Would seek a refuge in its parent
breast !

O Father I in thy mercy shelter me,
For I am worn with mortal miseries ;

My dark and earth-entan gled spirit free,
And plume it to ascend its native

skies :
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With loosen'd whig to thy high rest to
soar, f

And never to desert its mansion more!"—
E.

Art. IV.—-A Concise  ̂ History of
'ftt hes, with an In quiry how far  a
Forced Maintena nce f or the Minis-
ters of Religion, is warrant ed by  the
Examp les and Pr ecepts of Jesus
Christ und his Apostl es. By Josep h
Storr s Fry . 2nd fedition. 8vo. pp.
36. Bristol, Browne and Manch ee;
London, J. and A. Arch. 1819.

M
R. FRY, who is, we believe, of
the Society of Friends , traces

the " History of Tithes " from Mel-
chizedek to Henry the Eighth , and
concludes from the retros pect, that this
tax upon agric ultural industry is not
author ized by, nor consistent with, the
Chr istian institutio n, and " that if
tithes are due at all, they are due to
the poor , from whose use they have
been forcibl y diverted .*5 His pamphlet
may be recommended to all that wish
to understa nd the subject . He makes
the following observations in reply to
the objection , that Tithes are as really
the estate of the clergy, as the other
nine-tenths are the proper ty of the
occupier of the land :

" If the tithe-claimant had any interest
or title whatsoever in the land , he would
necessaril y be a party in any deed of sale
or conveyance ; which is not the case.
Nor can he controul the occupier of any
estate in the cultivatio n of his land ;

Intr oduct ion to the New Testament ,
by Sir Jo hn David Michaelis, late Profes-
sor in the Universit y of Gqjtt ingen, &c.
Tr ansla ted from the Fourth ' Edition of
the German , and consider ably augmented
with Notes, By the Right Bev. Herbert
Mar sh, D. D. F. B. IS., Lord Bishop of
Peter boro ugh and Lady M argare t's Pro -
fessor of Divinity, Cambridge/ 6 vols.
Svo, 3rd <>a. £3,3^The Scriptu re pctetjriae of the Trinity
bri efly stated and defend ed ; an4 < the
Church Of E#parid;,MCharge p t. U wjplfeik^ss In * teeingthe Atfawi^n''t&$ With aii Appen-dix, containing k Critical History And
Analysis of that Creed , &c. By T. H.

whether to break it up or to lay it down,
whethe r to sow wheat , or barley, or tur -
nips, or vetches ; althoug h in most cases
the interest of the claimant is materiall y
affected thereby. The only claim he has
is on the incr ease, or rather on the pro-
duce, whether of corn, or grass, or cattle .
It is therefo re a charge solely on the skill ,
capital and industry of the farmer ; and
as one man may possess these in a grea ter
prop ortion than his neighbour , in that
proporti on does he contri bute more than
his neighbour to the revenue of the clergy.
Besides, the owner of an estate may, if
he please, either plan t his land with tim-
ber , or let it He wholly neglected and
unpro ducti ve ; in either of which cases
there would be no tithe to claim. There -
fore it is not the land , b\*t the capital ,
skill aad industry of the former merely
that ar e tithed.

"As a furt her proof of the property
or estate of the clergy in the land, it is
frequent ly advanced that a man purchas -
ing an estate, subject to a tithe-charge ,
buys it a rat e propdrttonabl y lower than
he would if exonerated therefrom . Cer-
tainly he is aware of the demand to which
he is liable ; and as he has no means of
avoiding it, the estate is by so much the
less valuable . So also an estate subject
to incursions of wolves would be less
valuable than one not subject to such a
contingency ; but it by no means follows,
as a necessary consequence, that the pur -
chaser , because he buys at a proportion -
ably low price, acknowledges the title of
the sharer of the fruits of his industry,
in one case any more than he would in
the other. '*—Pp. 32, 33.

Home, M. A., of St. J ohn 's College,
Cambr idge, Curat e of Christ Church ,
Newgat e Street , and St. Leona rd , Foster
Lane. 5s.

Lucian of Samosata , frotii the Gre ek ?
with the Commen ts and illustrat ions of
Wieland and others. By William Took e,
F. R. S. 2 vols. 4to. £&. 5s,

Memoirs of GranviHe Shar pe, Era. By
Prince Hbaw?/ 4to. £2. l%*. 6£* ;

l
An fcssay on the Origi n igd Fuiitj r of

the Pninitive Chun* of t  ̂BrMs ^i I^les
and its Ind ^jpeiden ce' ypon ri> ĵCr^urqh of
Rpmo. By Wiwm Hal ^fep;! jtecror
or &Sdra. Svii:"4

 ̂# Two
Plates . 16*. f A v

The Speeches of Sir Samuel Bdmiily

Review.—-Fry** Concise History of Tithes. 479
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in the House of Commons , frith Memoir s
of his Life, collected by William Pete r,
Esq. 2 vols. 8vo. 24*.

Wheat and Tare s, This book , writt en
by Rowlan d Money , ; Capt . R. N., was
put into the ba& cUt pf Mr. Mills, on
Monday , Feb. 28, 1820, at 7 P* M., and
is now published accord ing to the com-
mand of God to his serva nt Rowland
Money, pri ce 5$. '

Vindiciaa Geologieae, or, the Connexion
of Geology with Religion, explained in
an Inau gur al Lecture deliver ed before
the University of Oxford , May 15, X819 ,
on the Endowment of a Readershi p in
Geology, by his Rpyal H ighness the Prin ce
Regent. By W+ Bucklan d, B. D. F. R> S.
&c. 4s.

Sacred Leisure. Poems on Religious
Subjects. By Francis Hodgson , A. M.,
Vicar of Bakewell . 8vo. 6*.

Patriarch al Times ; or , the Land of
Canaan : in Seven Books. Founded on
the Holy Scriptures. By Miss O'Keeffe .
2 vols. I 2mo. 3rd ed. 10s. 6d.

The . Triumph s of Religion ; a Sacred
Poem. In Four Parts . By Miss Harriet
Cope . Second edition. 7s.

Letters of Consolation and Advice,
from a Father to his Daughter on the
Deat h of her Sister. By the late Je-
linger Symons, B. D., of Hackney, Red-
tor of Whitb urn , Durham , &c. Fifth
edition. 4s.

The Wor ks of Thomas Zouch , D. D.
F. L. S., with a Memoir of his Life. By
Francis Wrang ham , M. A. F. R. S. 2
vols. 8vo, £i. 4s.

A Histo ry of Intolera nce ; with Obser-
vations on the Unreasonableness and In-
just ice of Persecu tion, and on the Equity
and Wisdom of Unrestricted Religious
Liberty. By Thomas Clarke. 8vo. 10*.
67/.

Amynt as, a Tale of the Woods : from
the Italian of Torquato Tasso .' By Leigh
H unt. Portrai t and Cujts. 7s. 6d.

Lamia , Isab ella, the Eve of St. Agnes ,
and other Poems. By John Keats , author
of End ymion. 8vo. 7s. 6d.

J uda fy , a Sacre d Oratorio ; by William
Qar diner. £1. l$.

Report of the Religious State of the
Highlands pnd glands of Scotland ; with
a Plan fo r U  ̂ Ameliorat ion. By a Com-
mittee of the Associate Synod. 8vo, i$.

The. Spir it bf tfye Gospel of Jesus
Christ, unfolded f a  a Systematical Ar-
rangetaeht pf tkfy Evangelical Records ;
by the Rev- W, £, f t4x ti > and , John Fair-
bar n . i#jnof 5*? • " , , . .

¦
. ..

A Lett er to thQ Ed?tpr 6/ the Ed in-
burgh Christian . lqs^pter« cphtwining
^ric tu^js on W0bv^n9 'hii d npr» Paley^
Camp bell, and Mackriighc: By Robert
ftaltfiuip. 8vp. }*, 6rf . . .  r "

A Revolt ndade to iJie. Workiugtou
Agricultural Society, by the Pre sident,
J« C. Cwwea, Esq., M. P. 8vq. 5*.

Journ al of a Tour in Greece , Egypt
an d the Holy Land ; with Excursi ons to
^ftje River Jord an , and along. the Banks
of the Red Sea to Mount Sinai . By W.
Turner , Esq, 3 vols. Plates ;.

A Letter to Robert Soutjiey, Esq., on
his " Ufe of the late Mr. J oTm Wesley."
By W. Okeley , M. D.

Illustrations of the Holy Scripture s, in
3 Parts. By G. Paxton , pro fessor of
Theology under the Associate Synod ,
Edinburgh. 8vo. (1240 pages .) i£l.6*.

The Chronology of the last. Fifty Years ,
from 1770 to 1820. Royal 18mo, with
a Chart . 15^.

Baptism.
Scr ipture Reasons for crab rac ing In-

fant Baptism , by a Convert to Paed o-
baptism . With Strictures upon Mr. T.
Hall 's Free Inquiry into the Practice of
Infant Baptism. 2s. 6d.

A Few Plain Remar ks on Baptism ,
wherein is attempted to be prove d by
Scriptural Inferences , the Validity of
Infant Baptism , by Sprinkling, &c. 3d.

The Right of Infants to Baptism. A
Sermon , delivere d at a Monthl y Associa-
tion in London. By H. F. Burder , M. A.
Second edition. 8d.

Sermons.
Christian Morality Indis pensable ; or,

Jesus Christ our Lord and our God , as
Perfect Man , a Pattern of Religious Vir-
tue ; with an occasional Application to
the peculiar Circumstances of the Times ;
a Course , of Twenty successive Sunday
Evening Lecture s in the Paro chial Chap el
of St. "Nicholas , Harwich , in 1816 and
1817. By Thomas Scott , B. D., of Mag-
dalen College , Oxford ; Rector of Littl e
Oakley. 8vo. 7*.

\ Singly .
The Ath anasian Creed Defend ed ;

preache d at Fron je, Tri nity Sunday , May
28 , 1820. By S. H. Cassan , M. A. 1*.
6d.

Responsibility of the Clergy iq rega rd
to Doqtrin e ; at Woodbrid ge, May 27,
18£0, at the Septenn ial ' Visitat ion of the
pfelW of Norwich / By G. f i  Favell,
M. A. F. R. S. lit . 6d.

The $entimei }ts and , Conduct suited to
Seced^rs* in co^Se^uer tee of their Union.
By tf ugh Jamleson, IX D., Ka^t Union,
(Scotland). 8v<x U.

The Scandal s of Impiety and Unbelief:
a Charge to the CJergy ctf the Archd ea-
conry of L,^on, !% 4, 1820. By
Aichdegcpii pptt . 4to. 2s. 6d.

fte^$lsTfor Jo^tfnuing ihQ Education
of M p QOf \t 

;
t*e: »;. Cf is iB : at

Shrew\b% ; ̂ Vclf/lV i^O. By W.
Otte r , M. A. 2a\

480 New Pu blications



TALISMAN.
. From the Persian.

God's is the £ast !
God's is the west !
And the north ern an# the southern land
Sleep in the peace of a tieav'nly hand.
He , the only lawful might,
Wills for every being*—right :
Of his hundr ed titles tytn
This be highest prais 'd I—-Amen,
O if err or should betray the ,
Be thou there to save and stay me.
Lead me in tlie paths of duty,
Thr ough life's concerns and music's

beautv.
All that' s low and vain , sublime
Towards a better , brighter clime !
Let not the spirit sink into the clod,
But soar on its own wings to heav'n—t o

God !
Life is a'myst 'ry man- cann-ot explain,
We drink the air, we breath it forth

again,
And that oppresses us, and this revives r
So strangely miugled are our mortal

lives.
Adore thy God when miseries distress

thee—*
Adore thy God when his kind smiles re-

lease thee .
Gothe's Divan, pp. 9, 10.

A,

Jesus lives—and we shall lire ;
Jesus sits enthro n'd in heav'n:

He shall crowns of glory give,
He hath crowns of glory giv'n.

Now the power of death is past ,
Christians ! gird yoiir armour on ye?To your friend , your brother haste,
See, he wait s—he spailes upon ye. A,

sonnet*
{From ApelQ utherus.]

TO jPJj pTY .
Bright Seraph , on whose J ieav'n-dire cted

feot a .
A train of loveliest vir tues, stiJ I attend
And own t}iy fost'ring Influence; while

they be,nd
^\nd pour with down-cast eye and reve-

rence meet • ; ,
The pray 'r of faith before the mercy rseat !

Inspir ed by Thee , my guar dian, guide
\ and friendi*

O let niy grateful song of praise ascend
\i\to the heav'n of heav 'ns, like incense

sweet !
far frow the hypocrite, whpse pomjaus

Anil costly ritual court sur rquwcting
. fKyes "; ^ ,. , .  . • • ¦¦ . . •; \ >r . ' '

And far frow him wbobQP  ̂Wjba*?h«i»y*n
„ bestows . ,, • . ¦ .j l ui ' r . -"

Frp;n )pM+VV9trj Wt&& .:: 9tf ty W*>im&

Mm $ )  ̂ffe ^w 4#gJitl |ej ^uly kqow**Whose secre* J ^jirt . wifiU pnr«: deU&t&Qn

aONNJET.
From " Poems f or Youtk% by  a Family

Circie?"
O blessed be the tear that sadly roll'4

For me, my mother I down ^by care- *
worj* cheek,

That with an angel's fei^pur did be-
speak r

A warmer tale than langua ge ever told,
And pour 'd such balm upon my spirit ,

weak
And wound ed, in a worl d so har§h and

cold, ,
As that wherewith &ri angel would

uphold
Those that astray heav 'n's holy guidance

seek ,
f o ld  though it pass'd away, and soon as

shed
. Seem d, ever lost, to vani sh from thine

eve>
Yet only to the .dearest store it fled

Of nxy remembrance , where it now
doth lie,

Like a thrice-precioas relic of the dead,
The choicest jewel pf its treasury.

HYMN.
Je sus lives, and we in him ;

Je sus frozen the grave is risen ;
He hat; h burst the dar kness dim

Of his nar row, earthly prison.
See him* thropi'd ifi light , ascend

To the highest jifcav'ri of glory .
See your bro |th«r, aee your friend,

Tracing out your path before ye,
Jesua lives—and fo#. Ss, gone,

Blessed mansion s to prepare uuu
Courage, Ghriat iane ! travel on, ; ' \

Heavfn and happiness are wear wi*Ear th is not the Christian 's home* <
To a better rcountry tend ing:

J esus hath subd ued the tomb,
See him o'er its clouds ascettd uig.

The natura l worl d is bright to see,
But brig hter the world of poetry ;
Its fields t its beams , its nigh t and day ,
Its rain bow hues 'and its silver gray,
'Tis beauteou s below^—'tis majestic abovex
And fairest when seen thro ' the glass of

love.
Idem, p. 178,

POE TRY.
.i
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DOMES TIC ,
Religious.

North-Eastern Association of Unita-
rian Christians.

On Wednesday evening, Jun e 21, the
Min isters and Friends of the North-
Eastern Association met at Boston for
the purpose of opening the new Chapel
erected there , and also for the general
purposes of their - Association . The three
services were attended by large aud iences,
whose attentio n was such as to grati fy
the feelings of all wht) are alive to the
interests of free inquiry in matters of
religion. By deviating somewhat from
usual custom on such occasions, for pe-
culiar reason s which it is unne cessary to
mention , the three Sermons were preached
by Mr. Madge , of Norwich , in his own
happy style of animated elocution ; and ,
notwithstanding each sermon occupied
more than Mty minutes in the deliver y,
as far as we could ascer tain , more wer e
inclined to think them too short than too
long. The service on Wednesday even-
ing was from John iv. 23: €t But the
hour cometh and now is," &c» From
these words the preacher , with a happy
mixture of solid argument and rich elo-
quence, defende d the leadin g doctrin e of
Unitarians , the Unity of the object of
religious worshi p. On Thursday morning
he pleaded , as we think , with unusu al
success for the most free and unshack led
exercise of the understanding in religious
inqui ries, from 1 Pet er ill. 15 : " Be
always read y to give an answer to every
man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and fear. "
O« Thursday evening he met some of
the principal prejudice s to our body with
great ability, from John i. 46: " Can
any good thing come out of Nazaret h ?"
The first and third services were intro -
duced by Mr. Treleaven , of Lynn ; and
the second by Mr. Hawkes , of Lincoln .
One hundred and seven friends , ladies
and gentlem en, dined together at an inn
on Thursday , W. Gar jfttt , Esq., in the
Chair ; and the time between dinner and
tea was fully occupied by the addresse s of
differ ent speakers on appropriate subjec ts.
The Tract Society, which had for some
years been discontinued , was again re-
vived. Collections were made after each
service towards defraying that part of the
expenses of erecti ng the Chapel , which
is unprovid ed for. A Fellowship Fund is
established in the congregation , which
will raise about j£20 per annu m.

On Fri day , par t of the Minister s and
friends went to Fleet , to open a small,
neat chape l, built gjby M rs. Melbou rne,
in her garde n, for the purp ose of Unita-
rian worshi p: the afternoon service was
opened by Mr. Jo nes, of Boston ; and
Mr. H awkes, of Lincoln* preached from
John xiii. 17 : " If ye know these thing s,
happy are ye if ye do them." The even-
ing service was introduc ed by Mr. Hawk es,
and Mr. Jones preach ed from Gal. iv. 18 -.
" But it is good to be zealously aff ected
always in a good thin g." The two con-
gregations were larger than the buildin g
would contain , and very attentive .

Mr. Madge, an his return home on
Friday evening, preache d at Lynn , on
occaston of the re-opening of the Unita -
rian Cnapel ther e, after having been shut
up several weeks in consequence of its
having been thoroughl y painted . He
prea ched a very animate d discourse to a
numerous and highly-gratifie d audien ce,
on the importance of a full and diligent
exercise of the und erstan ding in mat ters
of religion.

Eastern Unitarian Society .
The Eighth Anniversa ry of this So-

ciety was held at Norw ich on Wednesday
and Thursday, the 28th and 29th June.
Mr. Toms, of Framling ham , delivered
the prayer and read the Scripture s, after
which Mr. Robberd s, of Manchester ,
prea ched from 2 Cor. h. 17 : " For we
are not as many , which corrupt the word
of God : but as of sincerity, but as of
God, in the sight of God, speak we in
Christ. " From these words the preache r
took occasion to vindicate Uhita rianis m
from the various charge s which are too
commonly made against it , and in a most
impr essive and argument ative way as-
sert ed its claim to he received as a doc-
trin e according to godliness . On Thurs-
day morning Mr. Valentine , of Palgravc ,
commenced the service , and Mr. Bowles,
of Yarmouth , delivered the pray er, aft er
which , Mr. Fox, of Londo n, preach ed
from X Cor. xv. 55 : " O death, where is
thy sting ?" The consolation s and hopes
which Unitarianism is calculated to afford,
and which it has afforde d to its sincere
and pious professors , were power fully
displayed ; arid shewti to be in str ict
accordance with the declaratio ns of Chr ist
and the doctrin es of; lite gospel. After
service, the business of the Society was
tran sacted. * The Report of the Com-
mittee was received , and it was the
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unanimous request of the meetin g, tliat
it be iorward f  ̂$P the Monthl y Reposi-
tory for insertio n. . -

Report of the Committee, 1820 :
Chr istian Fri ends*We are again assembled in the place

in which our Society was fprmed and its
first General Meeting held ,, and we may
now confidentl y appeal to such of you as
have atten ded all or even any of these
Anniversar ies  ̂ whether it has not been
good for us to have united in the propa-
gation of our common faith , and to have
cherished a spir it of Christian friendshi p
among the members of our various socie-
ties. * Since the establishment of this
Association , many hundreds of tracts
have been put into circulation. The
number distri buted since the last Meeting
is 334, and the stock now in hand (not
including those ordered in the present
year) is 436".

ft has been highly gratif ying to us that ,
year after year , our Meetings have been
atte nded with fresh proofs of their uti-
lity. Every anniversary has broug ht addi-
tiona l members , and whereve r we assem-
bled, if any doubts had previousl y existed
as to their expediency , they have given
way to feelings of pleasure and satisfaction.
As, therefore , the utility and advanta ge
of th is Society is no longer a matter of
uncertainty, but is acknowled ged by the
concurrent test imony of all our churches ,
we are desirous that all our Unitarian
brethren should cordia lly co-operate with
us in forwardiug its objects , of which the
princi pal one is the diffusio n of what we
regard as- gospel truth , by the distribu-
tion of books. We would invite them to
aid us in giving circulation to those admi-
rabl e and convincin g ar guments in defence
of pure and undented Christ ianity, which
the catalogue of our Society contains . If
we rega rd truth as important , and Chris-
tian tr uth as most important ;, if it is our
wish to edify one another ; if we desire
tha t the benevolent and heart -cheering
spirit of the gospel should supersede the
nar row and cheerless system which is
taug ht in popular creeds and confessions
of faith, let us unite in giving effect to
those means "by which ends so desirab le
may be accomplished. If it be given to
few to reason like Locke or Lardner or
Pri estley, it is yet in the power of us all
to give cur rency and circula tion to their
wri tings, to b&*.r, our decided test imony
to the trut hs, which we pro fess, and to
claim for them the att ention and exami-
nation <# our Christ ian br ethren . tJni ta-
nanism can no longer be liidL ¦.# Ijas
ceased to be confined to the closets of
the lear ned, an«U| Jjrpwed by Christians
of all ranks and classes. Thousan ds of

the poor have felt its value, and borae
their testimony tp its tr uth. It i» not ,
ther efore, a. matter of choice whether ft*
advocat es shall gird , on tljeir armour.
We meet in pur respec tive hpuses of
prayer avowedly for,, the < worship of the
One God, and for this we are called upon
to give our reasons . ,~ I^t ugs not shr ink
from the challenge , The weapons of
truth are in : our hands , and , believing
them to be all-powerful , let us use them
with full assuran ce of final success. These
are not times for shri nking from a manly
and open avowal and a fearless defence
of our princi ples. We are more, than
ever subjected to calumny and misrepre-
sentation. Not only by > all classes of
our fellow-christ ians are we " spoken
again st,'* but even Unbelievers have
joined in the senseless cry . To vilify
the pr ofessors of Unitarianism has been
found so sure a road to preferment in
the Church , that we have seen our judges
on the bench imitating the example of
the established priests , and travelling out
of their way to traduce us. Far be it
from any of us to imita te such conduct ;
we are not to answer reviling with re-
viling, but we are bound " to  give a
reason for the faith that is in us" to such
gainsaye rs. When we are accused of
blasphemy, it is our duty to hold up to
the examination of our fellow-Christians
the works of Priestley and Lardner and
other champ ions of our faith , and to say,
" such is the blasphemy which we pro-
fess." These repeated attacks will at
least have the effect of promoting union
and co-operation among us. Those who
have been languid m the cause of truth ,
will feel the necessity of exertion. The
princi ples and the spirit of our venerable
ancestors , the old Noncon formists , will
still live in our churches. Their hat red
to oppressi on, their love of liberty , their
desire to remove all the degrading obsta-
cles which hinder the spread of truth ,
will animate their successors in the dis-
charge of their duty, and will impel to
an active exertion of their influence in
behalf of those means by which its further
and complete pro mulgation may be at-
tained.

Adopting the same views of the cha-
racter and governmen t of God, and of
the ultimat e destiny of man, let each
study to contribute all in his power to
the promo tion of those views of Christian
truth which we are convinced would
ameliorat e the heart , and roof; ou£ from
it every persecutin g feeling, which would
make man regard his Creator as. a kind
and beneficen t parent , and ajUL mank ind
as brethren. If this be QW fflfePf wither
the calumnie s of the bigoted and the selfish
nor the atta cks of the hireling defenders
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of human creeds, ndr the well-mean t
opposition of the conscientious , will avail
to stop thei r pro gress. With a spiri t of
Christian friendsh ip among* each other
and with behevblence to our fellow-
creatures , With prudence as our guide
and script ure fot* our support , we shall
not fail of ultimate success.

Let US add , that , in furthe ring the
views of this Society, we are following
the advice and treadin g in the steps of
the most venerated profes sors of our
faith . And here We shall be pardone d
for calling to tour recollection the words
of one of itk most learned and powerfu l
defenders , whose <cc purpose through life
was*' (as he ekpre&sed it) " to pr ofess
and stand by the truth so far as he knew
it , Without rega rd to the fear or favour
of man ," and whose hap piness it was
within these walls to minister to a Soci-
ety who knew his worth , and who were
not discoura ged by the cry of heresy
from following him in the path of reli-
gious inquiry. " Our princ iples," said
Dr. Taylor, u are liberty, private judg -
ment , free inquiry and free profession ,
peace and char ity, mutual forbearance ,
moderation and good-will to all mankind ,
and these princi ples will stand as long
as there is truth , honesty and humanity
in the eart h, or a good and almighty God
in heaven. But to what purpose is our
boasted liberty , if we dare not use it ?
To what purpose do we enjoy the light,
if we may not open our eyes to it ? To
what purpose the word of God , if we
must not seek for its real and genuine
sense, but must be tied down to the
dictates and sentiments of any divines
that have been ot now are ? What ad-
vantage hath the Dissenter , if not to
reform without the formalities and delays
of human laws and edicts , whatever shall
be discovered to be at any time , or in
any respect , wro ng in his scheme ? Our
forefath ers rejected what they thou ght
was of human invention , and what we
find to be so that escaped them , we,
upon their princi ples, are to rej ect, other-
wise we only exchange one kind of
bondage for another , and while we refuse
estab lishments by law, we shall come
under the no less grievous establishments
of custom.

** If we Stand firm in liberty and love ; if
we list ourselves under no other head or
leader but Christ alone ; if we ar e sted-
fastly determined to establ ish our faith ,
practice1 and worship upon the word of
God alone, and have true affection to one
another and to all men, we shall act Up
to our own tttie wlnciples. Afcd thottgh
we may not be" able at once to bring the
whole Wty of truth out of ^efeladdn,
yet the day will shine still -brfjgh&f upon

us, and ' w cause , thus set upon its
prop er basis * will istand secure against
all assaul ts."

The Treasure r's accounts were then
audited , and several Hew subscribers wer e
adde d to the list/ J. Lr. Ma ^sh, Esq. and
Mr * Edwar d Taylor were constru ed in the
offices of Treasurer and Secretary for the
ensuing year * An unanimous wish was
e:£pressed that? Mr. Fox ani Mr . Rob-
berds would allow their Sermons to be
printed . The ne*t yearl y meeting was
appointed to be held at Yarmou th, on
the last Wednes day and Thursda y in
June , 1821* Ninety-tWO gentlem en and
ladies afterwards dined together at the
Swan Inn . Thomas Robinson , Esq. , of
Burj ', in the Chair. Among the toa sts
given from the Chair were—Th e Bishop
of the Diocese, and a speedy end to all
penal statutes against religious opinions.
—The Mayor of Norwi ch.—Mr. Robbe rds ,
and prosperit y to the York Academ y.
In the cours e of the address ivhich fol-
lowed this toast , Mr. Robberds enforc ed
the necessity of further exertions in be-
hal f Of this valuable institution ; the list
of subscri bers to which , from death and
from the pressure of the times , had this
year been diminished. It was also with
regret he stated , that not a single con-
gregational collection had thi s year been
made in aid of its funds. He there fore
felt it ri ght , standing in the situation of
one of the officers of the York Academy,
to app eal to the meeting, and to the dif-
ferent ministe rs present to exert them-
selves in their respectiv e congregations
in behalf of that Insti tution. —M r. Fox
and the Unitarian Fund . Mr. Fox, in
an eloquent and animate d speech , vindi-
cated the objects of the Fund , and gave
many instances of its utility in pr omotin g
the great cause of religious truth and
liberty .—A speedy end to all pro secutions
and perse cutions on account of belief or
unbelief.—Our Fellowship Funds *, may
they increase and multipl y.

In the course of the aftern oon , Mr.
Toms, Mr. H awk es of Lincoln, Mr. Al-
derman Ma rsh , Mr. Sheriff Taylor , Mr.
George Watson , Mr. Cru soe, and other
gentlemen , severall y addr essed the com-
pany on subjects either hnmediate ly con-
nected with the intere sts of the Society,
or with the dause of civil and religious
liberty. The number of friends collected
from a distance, as Wtell aa those resident
In Norwich, fat exceeded that of any
former meetin g, and & growing inte rest
in the oMeetS of the SdcleW and a cor-
dial frienifenip^ knlntetesd H!he tn tJefl ng.

^̂^ j ^̂ ^̂ u^̂
y
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Scottish Unitarian Association.
On Sunday tfre "30tlf of J&ly, pursuant

to public notice, the &igfetn - Anniversary
of the Scottish Unitarian Chri stian Am>-
ciation was held in Glasgow. The ttev*
Robert Asplahd conducted the momittg
service , and preached to a numerous a&d
respectable audien ce, on the Omniprese nt
of God , from Psalm cxxxix. 7—12; The
Annual Report and letters from Corre-
spondents were read by Mr. M ardon
aft er the morning service . The Rev. /T.
C. Holland conducted the devotional self-
vice in the afternoon , and the Rev. Mr.
Lyons , the first Unitarian Missiona ry that
was sent to Scot land , preached with great
effect fro m Phil. ii. 7. In the evening,
the annual sermon was preac hed by Mr.
Asplan d, who chose for his subject , the
Import of the appellation 4 * Son of Man ,"
so often used bv our Saviour in re ference
to himself. The preacher was earnestly
solicited to prin t thi s ingenious discourse ,
as being admirabl y adapted to pr omote
the objects of the Association. About 50
fri ends of both sexes assembled between
the afternoon and evening at tea , when
sever al interesting subjects of conversa-
tion wrere stated , in particular th e peti-
tion likely to be presented , for rel ief in
regard to marriag e among English Unita-
ri ans. The liberty enjoyed by Dissenters
of .all denomi nations in Scotland , formed
a nat ural digression. * 

y

On Monday the 31st , between 50 and
60 gentlemen assemb led in Gardner 's
Tavern , Prince s Street , at the an nual
dinner ; Thomas Mu ir , Esq., of M uir
Park , in the Chair. The sentim ents
proposed , and the speeches which these
called forth , expresse d the cordial good
wishes of the Meeting for the advance of
civil and relig ious liberty. The . interest
was increased by the presence of Mr.
Logan , a native of Glasgo w, who had
spent several years in attendance upon
the College , with a view to the ministry
in the Kirk of Scotland , but who has
rec entl y become Unitar ian , and avowed
his change of opinions in the pul pit of
Union Cha pel. The spiri t of the severa l
Meetin gs was a spirit of Christian can-
dour , blended with a zealous att ach ment
to that cause which , upon mature inquiry >
we believe to be the cause of Christiaii
improvement and of human hap piness.

B. M,

* Here , all regular marriage s are
merely proclaimed in the Established
Chu rch , and register ed

 ̂
by the Session

Cler k ; but the reli gious ceremony is con-
ducted by whomso ever and wheresoever
the parties may deter mJUie. It is usuall y
per formed by the\r own pastor, and in
the house of the bride .

Unitarian S&cteitjr, South Wcdes.
The Annual 3v|feeting of the Unitarian

Society in South Pf ales, was held on the
29th of J une last, at Gelli-Onnen , Gla-
morganshir e. There was service on the
preceding evening, when Mr. J. Evans ,
of Carmart hen, introdu ced, and Mr. T.
Evans, of AberdAr , prea ched from Jo hn
x. 30. On the 29th , Mr. £k Phili ps, of
St . Clears, introduce d, and Mr. J. Davies,
of Cap el-y-Gr oes, Cardi ganshire , preached
from Matt. xix. 16 ; and Dr. H. Davies ,
of Taun ton , delivered an English sermon
from 2 Tim. i. 13, 14.

When the business of the Society was
concluded, the Scri pture doctrine of re-
generatio n was proposed for discussion.
The mor ning service began at 10 o'clock*and the conference closed about half-pas t
three in the afternoo n ; and thoug h the
Meet ing lasted so long, scarcely one in-
dividual could be said to be missed before
the end of the conference . The Meeting
was well att ended , and there were about
eighteen preachers . The day was a day
of geueral and great satisfaction and plea-
sure to the friends of Unitarianism. The
next annual meeting of the Unitarian
Society is to be at Swansea.

J. JAMES.

&idUg êe.~~Smti$h Unit$ruttt A&keiatim. 4§5

Western Un itaria n Society.
The Annual Meeting of the TVester n

Unitarian Society was held at Bridge -
water , on Wednesday the 19th of Jul y.
In the morning the service was introduced
by the Her. Mr. H unter , of Bath ; and
the Rev. Mr. Davis, of Collumpton , pro -
nounced the long prayer. The Rev. Wm.
H hicks, of Exeter , then delivered an ap-
propria te and excellent discourse from 1
fim. ii. the latter part of the fifth verse ,
which, at the request of the Society, he
has engaged to pub lish . The evening
serv ice was conducted by the Rev. Dr .
Smith , of Yeovil, and the Rev. Mr. Rowe,
of Bri stol. The latter gentleman , in a
discours e from John i. the last clause of
th e 46th verse , very happ ily and forcibl y
replied to some popular misre presentations
of the conduct and views of Unitarian s,
and left a stron g impression on his audi -
ence. The singing on both parts of the
day, was conduct ed in a pleasing and
solemn mann er ; the ladies of the con-
gregation having for some years past
laudab ly exert ed themselves in promoti ng
an attention to this interesting part of
divine service. The congregatio n at
Br idgevvater received no small gratifica -
tion from intercourse wjith those respec -
table and intelligent friends who yisited
them on the occasion* The next annu al
meeting is to be "Befit at CoUuropton .

v°i-. xv. 3 r



New Unitar ian Chapel, Brighton.
This chapel was, we are happy to an-

nounce, opened for public worship on
Sunday the 20th of August. The morning
service was conducted by the Rev. Dr.
Morell , the minister of the congregation ,
who delivered on the occasion a very ex-
cellent and argumentative discourse f rom
John iv. 24 , 25, which, at the req uest of
several of his hearers, he consented to
print. In the evening, the Rev. Dr. T.
Rees preached an admirable sermon
from Rom. x. 9.

Ou both occasions the chapel was
crowded to excess, and the interest which
seemed to be every where excited gave
great promise for the fulfilment of the
expectations of success which the pro-
moters and well-wishers of this new
establishment have long entertained.
With continued zeal , and , above all , the
maintenance of a spirit of union and har-
mony, without which no institution can
Hourish , we have no doubt of the forma-
tion of a most respectable congrega t ion.

Of the simp le elegance and beauty of
the design of the chapel , and (with very
few exceptions) the general execution of
the work , particularly the front , there
seemed to be but one op inion ; and as the
parties who have undertaken the building
must look to the continuance of the
liberal assistance which has hitherto been
afforded for the means of liquidating a
considerable balance of the cost , an ex-
pectation which might be injured by the
idea (which we know has been enter-
tained) of unnecessary expense having
been incurred , we th ink  it due to them
to say a word or two on that head.

Some attention to appearance, it must
be allowed , was expedient in such a situ-
ation , and some expense on that account
excused , but we understand that , so far
from the form of the building having
created additional expense, the tender
upon which the architect undertook it
was below any of the estimates obtained
from different parties for n perfectly plain
structure , and that  the very low price at
which it has been executed , is entirely
owing to its making some architectural
pretension , which rendered it a desirable
undertaking for an artist , as an opportu-
nity for the exertion and display of his
talents.

— ĤBBP ^-r-

Proposal of Un itarian Chapel at
Scar b orough .

Scarborough 7
Sir , August 16, 1820.
Many of your readers are informed ,

through a private channel , that a sub-
scription has been entered ivto for the
purpose of erecting a chapel for the wor-

ship of one God the Father at this place,
and I take the liberty, through the me-
dium of your pages, of pointing out the
very great importance of the proposed
plan.

The number of visitors at Scarborough
during the last season was estimated ai
3000 at one time. Amongst this great
concourse of various ranks in life , many
are Unitarians. No seats are, I under-
stand, to be procured at the Church or
at the Independent Chapel, and , after
repeated attempts, no room can be pro-
cared for Unitarian worship. The con-
sequence is, that the Unitarians who visit
Scarborough are either greatly incom-
moded at one of these places of worship
where they hear, at the same time, what
is opposite to their own sentiments , or
fall into the dangerous practice of entirel y
absenting themselves from the house of
God . Surely all must be willing to lend
their efforts to remove this evil who are
aware of the incalculable importance
which history shews to attach to public
worshi p in general, and who have expe-
rienced in themselves the supreme delight
which accompanies that which is in uni-
son with the dictates of the heart. With
what lively concern, Mr. Editor, must
Unitarian ministers, when led to this
place in pursuit of health or needful re-
creation , contemplate such a state of
tilings 1 Will they not put forth their
utmost exertions to effect a change ?
Will not our wealthy and enlightened lay-
men co-operate with them ?

The population of Scarborough , inde-
pendent of the visitors, is not less than
8000 or 9000. The avowed Unitarians
amongst the regular inhabitants are very
few ; but Unitarian tracts have recently
been perused by many with great eager-
ness, and an earnest wish has been ex-
pressed for the establishment of an Uni-
tarian Chapel , which it cannot be doubted
would very soon be well attended. The
expense of purchasing land and the build-
ing of a chapel is estimated at £800,
of which sum £\\\. 5s. have been sub-
scribed by ten or eleven generous indivi-
duals, through the exertions of Arthur
Shore, Esq., of Scarborough. He has
declined receiving the money until thert^
appears a nearer prospect of completing
the object in view. I need not say what
pleasure it would afford me to receive
the names of subscribers directed to me
at Hull , but I am sensible that it woul4
tend much more to the furtherance of
the cause if the Editor of the Monthly
Repository would do. the same.

GE ORGE KENR IC K.
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JS;ewcto$tle-iinder-hyme.
The aid Presbyterian Chapel in this

place was re-ope ned , after an interval of
twenty years , on Sunday the 16th of April.
The Rev. Hut ton , of Warrington ,
prea ched in the morning and evening,
and delivered two excellent and very ap-
pr opr iate discourses ; the former from
Hoinans xiv. 3, enforcing the doctrin e of
free inquiry in matter s of reli gion , and
the exercise of chari ty and good-will to-
ward s those who differ from us :—the
Jatte r from Prov. xxn. 6, en the impor-
t ance and utility of instructing the lower
classes of society. In the afternoon , the
Rev. Wm. Filliugham , of Congleton , who
has since supp lied for us, also delivered
an excellent discourse fro m 1 Tim. i. 15,
on the moral purposes of the Christian
relig ion.

The chapel was respectabl y filled ,
though by no means crowded , and there
was a collection after each service ,
amounting in the whole to £\§. 6s. 4d.
We have latel y had an additi on of several
new members , and , upon the whole , we
think our pros pects are encourag ing,
though our numb ers do not incr ease very
rap idly. There are at present about 30
girls and 20 boys who regularl y attend
the Sunday school , and who are instruc ted
by some of the members of the congr e-
gation . We hav e, besides , a small library,
for which we are indebted to the volu n-
tar y contrib utions of our Unitarian f r iends
in different places. Our means at present
being rather limited, we cannot do more
than instru ct the childre n in reading and
spelling, but we have it in contem plation ,
ere long, to procure the assista nce of
some of our friends for the purpose of
pre aching a sermon , and having a collec-
t ion, which may enabl e us to fit up the
gallery in such a manner as to aiFord an
opport unit y of teaching them writing and
Sphering . We think it righ t for the
sat isfactio n of thos e num erous friends
who have so handsomel y contributed to
the support of the Unitarian cause in
thi s place by their pecuniary aid , to pub-
lish a state ment of the expenses that
have been incurred in repairing and fitting
up the chap el. The amou nt , as near as
**an at pr esent be ascert aine d , is <£T30,
towards which we have rece ived as fol-
lows, viz.
Peter Roult , Newcast le - £5 0 0
Miss Byetleys, Dittb - - - 5 0 0
Miss Wedgwood, Park fi ?l d - 10 0 0
Miss S. Wedgwood , Ditt o - 1 0  0 0
lJ °.slah Wedgwood , Esq., Etr\ u'ia 10 0 0
Mis* Morg an , Br istol - - - 10 0 0
Mr s. Shaplan d, Ditto - - - 3 3 0M  ̂'Stamfwd , Litfffley Wood 10 0 0

Amount ca^rl^a forward - 
£63 

3 0

Amount brough t forward £63 3 0
Rev . William Fillingham , Con-

gletjon - - - - - - -1 1 0
Collected at the re-opening of

the Chapel - - - ' - - - 1 0 - 6 - 4
Bristol Fellowship Society - - 10 0 0
Birming ham Ditto Ditto - - 10 0 0
Liverpool Ditto Ditt o - - - 5 0 0
Rev . John Yates , Liverpool - 5  0 0
Mrs . Mary Kenrick , Ditto - - 0 10 0

£105 0 4
Leaving a deficiency of - - 24 19 8

£130 0 0

P. B.

The Protes tant Society f o r  the Pro-
tection of Religions Liber ty .

[Concluded from p 437.]
To the subject of the Marria ge Acts

he [Mr. Wiiks ] would now direct their at-
tenti on . In the last session of Parliament ,
the Unitarians had introduced a Bill to
allow th e omission in the marriage service
of the Church of Eng land of cert ain parts ,
to which they could not conscientiousl y
assent. It had been then withdrawn ,
but again it woulcfr be introduced , and he
sincerel y desire d their success. (Ap plause,}
His pleasure would be increased if the
relief was extended to all classes of Dis-
senters . (Great appla use.) Wh y should
Dissenters who disapproved of an Esta -
blished Church—who declined baptism ,
confir mation and burial by its. ministers ,
under their sanct ion begin their social,
wedded life ? Wh y should Dissenters
submit to forms from which Quakers and
Jews and the Catholics in I reland were
exempt ? (Applause.) Wh y should not
they apply for and obtain a similar ex-
emption ? (App lause.) The marriage
of Dissenters by their own ministers was
not without precedent. Previous to the
M arriage Act , the .matrimon ial ceremon y
was often performed by them. During
the protectorat e of Cromw ell , marriag e
was treated as a civil contract , and re-
cognized by a justice of the peace. He
had there the form of a certificat e of
such marriage . The form of the declâ-
rati on was simple and efficient. It re-
sembled that now adopte d by the Quakers ;
among them " the man declared , I tak e
this , my friend , to be my wife, promising
through Divine assistanc e to be unto her
a loving and faith fu l husband , until it
shal l please the Lord by death to separat e
us." And then the lady declared , " t
tak e this , my frien d , to be my husb and ,
promi sing throu gh Divine assistan ce to
be unto him a loving and faithful wife,
until it shall please thfc Lordly defcrh t&
separat e us." In the form, duriffg the
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Commonwealth, the variance was, that
the lady, in addition to her other engage-
ments, promised obedience, as well as

f i d elity and love, (Laughter and app lause.)
If marriage was to be again a papal
sacrament, or a religious act, then who
could be so proper to officiate as those
holy Christian pastors who interceded for
us in our infancy, watched over us in
childhood, and who have marked with
interest our opening loves ? Who with
more effect would unite our destinies,
and breathe out for us an affectionate
and fervent prayer ? (Loud app lause.)

During the late short session , the
attention of the Committee was directed
to the rive importan t Acts that so much
affected our public liberties , and especi-
ally to the bill for preventing Seditious
Meetings. After a correspondence with
Lord Liverpool, from whom they received
the most prompt and polite attention, a
provision was inserted exempting all
meetings held in rooms and buildings
from the operation of the bill. Had not
such clause been inserted, that Meeting
could not have been held : for any
meeting of more than fi ft y persons, for
the purpose, or on the pretext of delibe-
rating upon any public grievance, or any
matter in Church or State, except parish
meetings, became illegal. Then the Test
and Corporation Acts would have been
eternalized ; and what were the subjects
of all their deliberations, but those which
related to matters of Church or State ?
(Hea r, hear.) The insertion of that
clause was a measure of great import-
ance ; and when it was recollected that
the Act had been twice committed in the
House of Commons, and sanctioned by
vast majoritie s before the insertion of the
clause, might he not affirm that again
the friends to religious freedom had been
the best upholders of civil liberty, and
again claim for them the eulogy of Hume,
" That by the Puritans alone the sacred
spark of freedom was preserved." (Loud
app lauses.) But he hardly ought to
detain them. (Loud cries of hear, hear ^and from the noble Chairman , " jVo, go
on:9)

From Parliamentary affairs, then, he
would proceed to state some cases of
Disturbances and Riots. Cases at a
Sunday-school in the Edgeware Road, at
Corton, in Wiltshire, near Basingstoke,
and at Southwick , in Hampshire, were
alluded to: some of which had been
settled by local exertions, and in others
prosecutions against the offenders were
depending. At Alvington, in Gloucester-
shire, disturbances of a nature more
serious had occurred. The congregation
waa often disturbed by many persons,
one of them a man dressed la a morris
dancing jacket, who danged in the place.

They pinched the women, imitated shaving:
with a stick, and by noises within and
external disturbances, had affrighted some,
and disturbed the peace of all. One of
the gentlemen attending the Chapel ap-
plied to the Society, and no sooner was
the application known, than the offenders
sought to propitiate the poor Dissenters
they had insulted ; attended at the next
occasion of worship, expressed publicly
their sorrow, and promised in future to
conduct themselves with propriety. The
matter was thus happily concluded. To
the Society^ might be applied the motto,<( Stat nominis umbra ." By pacific mea-
sures they converted their enemies to
friends ; again wolves might be changed
to lambs ; and a peacefu l , useful triumph
was obtained. (Applause.)

But there was a class ot miscellaneous
aggressions which he could not classify
under any of the previous divisions ; they
were, however, not less intolerant, nor
less oppressive. Amongst such cases to
which he referred , was one at Sherring-
ham, near Poole. There resided a wor-
thy man of celebrated name. He bore
that name of John Bull which was cele-
brated through the world. (Laughter)
This John Bull had improved an inferior
building on his farm, and converted it
into a commodious Chapel for religious
worship, by Protestant Dissenters. A
neighbouring clergyman instigated the
landlord of John Bull to give him notice
to quit the premises, of which he had a
lease, because he had by an improvement
dilapidated the estate. The landlord
ventured to commence an action of eject-
ment. The honest farmer, not affluent ,
but firm, nobly resolved that he would
sell his waggon and best team of horses
before he would yield to the attempt .
But the Society prevented that sacrifice ;
and no sooner was an appearance entered
to the action, than all further proceedings
were abandoned , and John Bull was left
m peaceful possession of his domain .
(Laughter and app lause.) M any former
triumphs of John Bull resulted from his
obstinacy, and had generally been stained
with blood and been succeeded by distress ;
but this was a victory which humanity
and religion could not but approve.
(Hea r? hear.)

Another case of oppression towards a
labourer, at Stretton upon Dimsmoor, in
the county of Warwick, that excited
horror and sympathy, was stated with
tenderness and great effect, ; bat as the
aggressors, including t<he churchwardens
and the pri ncipal officers- and farm ers ar e
indicted , and will be trie d # th& next
assizes f or the offence, ^e -abstain f r o m
a detail, tha* Uf tf rtiW
offenders, or assist in th^^ ef60C£>~Mr,
WiHuj then proce ffiwl *tf!-fc*H^*W» - t*
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a village *** Oxfordshire , called Ewelme.
Tha t, indeed, was a village interestin g
to the lovers of pictur esque scenery and
of antiqua rian resear ch ; but to him,
fro m the pro ceedings he should teil about ,
had become a village in which he should
feel deeply interested to his dying day.
( H ear , hear. J The rectory, with a
rau onry at Christ Church , Oxford , by the
gift of King Ja mes, was connected with
the Regius Pro fessorshi p of Divinity in
that Univers ity. It is held by the Bishop
of Land aff. Mr. H ertford , a Baptist
Missiona ry Preacher ? entered the parish
to disseminate doctri nes that he deemed
as seeds , of which the blossoms were
fra gra nt and the harvest good. Here ,
too, a peasant reg ister ed his cottage as a
place of reli gious meeting for some nei gh-
bour ing labourers , and Mr. Heafford
occasionally preached. The worth of
those uncompensated labours would be
best illustrated by their effects. That a
mere cotta ger should venture to intro -
duce preaching into a parish once cele-
brate d for its chal ybeate spring, for its
" polyphonous echo," for its wide-sp read-
ing elms, for its pr ospects of a delightful
valley, thro ugh which the Thame s or Isis
gentl y flowed , and without episcopal
authority, gave to the Right Rev. Prelate
great offence . He deputed a messenger
to Amos Norrowa y , the poor man whom
he was presen ting to their notice . By
the curate he had been visited. His elo-
quence could not induce the peasant to
shut his door ; and as persuasion was
xmavaiiing, he told him , unless he would
desist fro m permi tting the visit s of the
Dissenter , he should hear furthe r about
it. Gentlemen, (continu ed Mr. Wilks ,)
this poor man was thus placed by his
firmne ss and integrity in a situation in
which more lettered and wealthie r men
might hav e been overcome. He was but
a labour er , a day labourer. But mark
the influence of reli gion on the mind !
Not only does it impr ove the manners ,
and bre athe tenderness into the heart ,
but it bestows a matchless energy on the
mind. It gave a mild but constan t lustr e
even to the sons of want , such as the
arti ficial ligh ts of mere wealth and pomp
and learni ng never could confer.

Amos, retur ning from his daily labour ,
found that the Bishop 's servant had been
to his . dwelling/ and had said, " The
Bishop desires you will come up to-
morro w morn ing/' " Bless me/' said
Amos, " what cam he want with me ? I
dar e say >it is about the preaching/*
" Well/' said his< wife, " had you not
better give it up ?" « No/' said Amos
Norroway, « >l will not give it up,
t< *Pf ltowi0.J i ftfd* not while* my life shall
^•'•Wflittly would no% vnnh me.
««* bom muth hatoier now we a***

(Loud applau&e.) '* Wei 1/' says the good
wife, " you art ? right tAm6s ; persevere ;
trus t iin God, Amos, and fear not.*' (L&ud
and vehement applause.) ** And will you
visit the Bishop ?" says the wife. ** O
yes/' says Amos, " t must go and see
him." In the morning, dre ssed, doubtless ,
in his best leather breec hes and a clean
smock-frock , he visited the parsonage .
{A laugh ,) He went. See the poor
peasant knock ing at the door , opened by
livery servants ; Amos ushered into the
hall , the servants wonder ing what their
lordl y master could want with this la-
bouring man . " Your name , friend /* was
asked . " Amos Norro way. " He was
announced . He en ters the Bishop's li-
brary, and in his own word s" I will relate ,
said Mr. Wilk s , what is reported to me
to have been the dialogue . I prefer , said
Mr. Wilks , to give you his own word s,
because you might think that too great
warmth of feeling made me caricature ,,
and tint in too lively colours , this memo-
rable interview. That interview reminded
him of ancient times—of times , he thought ,
gone by for ever—o f dialogues they might
yet read about in Fox's Martyrology.
Yes, it reminded him that faith was ever
fai th—reli gion ever was religion—manly
pri nciple yet was manl y princi ple — and
thoug h they might view many fluctuation3
in society with pain , yet there was some-
thin g in every human heart which , when
touched , would vibrat e ; and hence some-
times man in every climate , under every
circu mstance , possessed a simple native
greatne ss which proved him little lower
th an an angel , by his Creator crowned
with glory and honour. (Applause.) You
will observe , said Mr. Wilk s, the poor
peasan t in the compan y of the Bishop.
" Norr oway, what is it I hear of you ?
I und erstand you encourage a Methodis t
preache r at your house." (Sharpl y.) Nor-
ro way.—" Yes, Sir , I do. He has been
several times , and here is the license of
the house." I have a copy of the license
in my hand , but will not trouble you with
readin g it. The Bishop looks at it , and
reads it. I need not stat e to you, gen-
tlemen , that it came from the Deputy
Registrar of the diocese of Oxfor d, who
certi fied that the certificate was brought
into the Registry the 31st Dec. 1819.
" This never came from Oxford/' says
the Bishop ; " it is a forgery ." " Yes,"
says Norro way, " it comes f ro m the
Bishop's office at Oxford ; Mr. Heaflford
brought it. " (Shewing the certificate .)
" Oh, oh," says the Bishop ; " why any
house, or any blockhead, may be licensed
for eighteen-pence. Well, what is the
reason for your holding meetings at your
house?? (Laughter.) " Because/' says
Norroway, " by the preaching of the
gosjpel, I have been lied to see that lam
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a sinner, and I am desirous that others
should go to heaven as well as myself."
(Grea t app lause.) " To what denomina-
tion/' says the Bishop, " does your
preacher belong ?*' The poor man hesi-
tated. " Is he Methodist , Independent,
Wesleian, Calvinist or Baptist , or what ?"
The poor man was still silent. *' You
are a pretty fellow, not to know whom
you belong to !" (Sneering.) (A laugh.)
" What is your preacher ? Is he a shoe-
maker, or cobbler , or what ?" " He is a
preacher of the gospel," says Amos, c< and
belongs to a Missionar y Society in Lon-
don, and follows no trade or business
besides." " Where does he preach ?"
said the Bishop. " At Watlingrou and
Chalgrove, Stadhampton and Ewelme,"
answers Norroway," besides other places."
When the Bishop replies, '« I think it a
vp«ry mean and scandalous trick for such
a fellow to enter villages, and lead the
best of the people astray from the Church ."
< c The gentleman ," replied Norroway,

means no such thing, Sir ; he comes to
Instruct the ignorant , and teach poor
people the way to heaven." (sJpplaus e.J
" Why," said the Reverend Bishop, " all
the people of this parish belong to me,
(loud laugh,) and if I suffer any person
to lead them astray, I must be answer-
able for them." Ah , dire responsibility,
too often and too long forgotten ! " But
if they will not come to church , that
they may be saved , that is their own
fault ; but I should wish you to know
that I can preach as good doctrines as
that fellow, let him be who he may ; and
if you were to hear me, perh aps you
would like me as well as him." Norro-
way— cc I have never heard you , Sir , and
I have never attended at church .since the
Lord gave me to see that salvation is all
of grace, through faith in Christ , without
the deeds of the law." " But is there
not grace," replies the Bishop, " to be
found in the church ?" Norroway—" Yes,
I believe the grace of God is in his
church ; but then that church is a congre-
gation of good and faith fu l men." (Loud
and long-continued applause .) The Bi-
shop then said , " I tell you what , Nor-
roway, I am highly offended with you."
He, Mr. Wilks, did not wonder the
Bishop began to be weary of his guest.
We generally, said he, close discussions
angril y, loudl y, abruptly, when we have
nothing more to say. " I tell you what ,
Norroway," says the indi gnant Prelate,
" I am hi ghl y offended with you , and,
unless you give up your meetings, you
shall feel the effect of my displeasure ;
but if you give ' them up, I will take no
further notice of it." The poor man had
doubtless never read the lines of Racine,
—" J e crains Dieu, cher Aimery et n'ai
point d'ewtre crainte."—" I fear God. but

kuow no other fear." But he fel t the
sentiment uttered by the heroic Hebrew
—and the scene once acted in the plain
of Dura by the captive Jews, before the
Babylonish monarch , was again per-
formed ;-—they could aot yield-—nor could
the British peasant. ( Cries of bravo , and
loud ap plause.) " Sir," replied Norro-
way, " I cannot promise to give them
up." " Why cannot you give them up,
as well as begin them ?" the Bishop con-
tinued. " However, if you do not give
up your meetings, I will do all in my
power to make you ; for I am determined
to put a stop to them, so you may go
about your business." To which , said
Norroway * " Good morning, Sir." Thus
the conference was ended . (L aughter.)
You wi ll suppose, said Mr. Wilks, after
the Bishop had thus invited a competi-
tion between the Baptist teacher and
himself, (a la ugh ,) that he would have
begun to adopt the »ame means as were
adopted by that wort hy man ; that he
would have visited some of the cottages
of the poor , aud conversed with them
familial ly, and proved that he could sym-
pathise with them in their distresses, and
practicall y point the path to heaven.
Then , indeed , they should suppose , epis-
copacy would resume her best and ancient
honours. Those every true friend of
religious liberty would wish to see her
wear. But , no! power, not argument,
was to decide the fray . Scarcely was it
credible, but it was true—the poor man
has been served with a notice to le ave
his cottage. But , gentlemen , ahall he
quit ? (No, no, no, from various parts
of the room.) No, gentlemen , not , said
Mr. Wilks , if I spend the last fragment
of my fortune, he shall not ! ( Very loud
and long-continued marks of approbation.)
No ! gentlemen , he may quit that cot-
tage, but there shall be reared in that
village another modest cottage for that
poor man ! And he shall not be perforce
a wanderer ! It shall be a cottage such
as becomes me to build and him to dwell
in. It shall not be a chapel , but a cot-
tage ; and I hope that often thence the
pious prayer shall ascend , giaieful as
incense, and that , amidst the stillness of
the summer 's eve, or tempest of a wintry
night , the melodies of praise shall ech o
through the vale. On the front of that cot-
tage shall be placed this inscription , " An
Asylum from Persecution." And when
the Bishop alternates his abode from his
palace at Landqff' to his canonry at Ox-
ford, and fro m Oxford to this village,
this inscription will meet his eye, and
then " to supper with what appetite he
may V But , gentlemen, continued Mr.
Wilks, I do not think that this Prelate
will long there remain. An earchitpisco-
pal mitre might atyait his brfcwl But
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still there would be moments of reflec-
tion ; and Amds, the hind at Ewelme,
might be as a spectre amidst the honours
of the convocation , and at the banquet
hour. (Loud app lause.)

He expre ssed his regre t that such ex-
posures should be made ; they were made
relucta ntly ; he wished to honour all to
whom honour was due ; but he must not
be blamed for dishonou ring those who
had been so guilty of their own disho-
nour. He presumed they were weary.
(Hear , hear , go on, go on, from all parts
e/ Mtf room.) If they were not weary of
listening to such nar r atives , he was weary
of their na rration , and his weariness and
paia were even augmented as he traced
these effects to their cause, and though t
on the sources whence such streams could
flow. They orig inated from incorrec t
opinions as to reli gious liberty ; and it
was there fore he would impress the
necessity for acc urate acquaintance with
the elementary doctrines of religious
freed om. Their acquaintance should be
blended with at tach ment ; they should
know them , love them , teach them , act
ever on the m ; for until they were thus
known , taught , beloved , disp layed , there
would be persecutions , pitifu l or exten-
sive, affecting a hamlet or an empire , a
small domestic circ le or a worl d. And
if their Society should promote the diffu -
sion of the truth on " the unive rsal right
of man to think , to believe , and to pro-
mulgate opinion ; they would effect yet
greater benefits than by extending the ir
aegis ove r the vict ims of persecution , or
repelling on persecu tors their own assaults.
Then th e source would be punned , and
the black streams must disappear. (Ap-
plause .)

That Society had acquire d celebr ity,
la poetr y and pro se it had been assa iled.
By prose resembling poet ry, and poetry
dul l as prose . In a poem , called cc Religio
Clerici" by a re veren d Church man , imi-
ta ting the Religio La id of Dry den but in
name. Among multitudes of the excel-
lent and pious , whom the autho r would
derid e, he had been assailed ; an invita-
tion of ladies to atte nd such meetings
was the serious charge . In the notes ,
th e auth or quoted some refe rence he had
made to the Spartan mothe rs ; that refer-
ence he would not deny. The man who
did not wish For female influen ce in the
diffusion of truth , had ill studied the page
of history , had ill-rea.d the human heart.
He did not wish that Br itish mothers
should give to future generat ions iro n
bodies and iron heart s. But he was no
Mussulman nor Brah min . He though t
not on women as on houris or as slaves.
He

^ 
knew that men often became what

their mother s made them ; and man y
roemoirs ari d the Sacred Volume had

illustr ated that truth. He there fore
wished the ladies to understand these
noble princi ples, and if they understood
their obligation s to religious liberty, they
would teach it , with their earliest lessons,
to their boys. Yesterday he had perus ed
a report of the Inquisition in Spai n, and
learn t that at an auto da f e9 out of 120
victims on that occasion , 48 only were
men , and the remaini ng 72 were women !
And among the honourable roll of mar-
tyrs in every age , men were rarel y as
numerous , or as distin guished for inten-
sity of feeling or heroic perseverance , as
martyrs of the female sex. What heroic
self-de votion had they manife sted ! What
labours , ingenious and intrep id, had they
performed , in every country and in every
age 1 Who were such instructors ? Well,
then , did he hope , that the ladies would
perceive the impor tance of educating their
children in an at tachment to the great
cause of constitutional liberty. As great
examp les, he need not refe r them to
Madame Roland and Madam e De Stael ;
but he would refer them to their own
country-women , as noble-minded , as wise,
and far more devout. He would refer to
the lad y of Colonel Hutchinson ; {appla use)
there was a woman , worth y to be the
historian of one of the best and wor thies t
of the British race ! He would re fer
them to the recent publications of the
life of Lord Russell , and to the letter s oi
his lad y, for a portrai t of that loveliest
of women ! Loveliest ! for what was so
lovely as the loveliness ot virtue ? He
had perused those publicat ions with pecu-
liar emotion ; he had marked a tend er-
ness the most exquisite , the pure perf ec-
tion of conj ugal regard , active , mat ernal
tenderness , and all blended with unfeign-
ing- Ch ristian piety, with a more than
manly firmness , with a love of  her
country triump hant and intense.

Could fiction feign a spectacle like that
presented , when in those troublo us
times Lord Russell was tried for high
treason ? His hidy attended him upon
the trial , althoug h educated in all the
luxury of the age , delicate in mind , as
flexible and graceful in her form ; and
when the Judge allowed " that any of
liis servants might assis t in writing what
he pleased ," he could rep ly, " My wife
is here , my Lord , to do it." Shall men
scorn women th en ? Not those who
know them ! (Loud applause.) No ! not
those who know what society now owes
to them— not those who know they must
be auxil iaries if ever society shall be—
what it is not yet ; but what the wis§
and good and lovely would wish it to
become. (Applause.)

Such was their poetical antagonis t.
Their prose and theological oppon ents
need not long occupy th$jr tiipts. The
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vainest of their friends did not expect
their procee dings would hive affo rde d
topics for university discuss ions. But in
It volume of eight sermons pre ached last
year before the Univers ity of Oxford , at
the celebrated Bampton Lectures , " On
the Religious Princi ples and Practice s of
the Age, th e learne d preache r , Mr.
Morgan , had in the fi ft h sermo n, on the
Prin ciples of the Nonconformists , att acked
those pri nciples, and had illust rated the
unscriptur al nature of their pr inciples
from the resolutions of th is Society.
(La ughter.) The following was the reso-
lution he condemned : " That every  man
in every age and in every country , has a
sacred and unalienahle right to worship
God according to his conscience, which no
individuals or governments or legislatures
can, without injustice or oppression, di-
rectly or indirectly,  infringe. ** Gentlemen,
said Mr. Wilks , if thi s be heresy, we will
be heretical . We will re-resolve that
resolution again this day. (Bursts of
applause.) To the force of argumen t
they would yield. But they must be
better arguments than those pres ented
in that volume to jus tify their yielding.
Mr. Morgan , indeed , had urged that
Chr istian ity did not teach an inheren t
sight of free inquiry , because , though it
commanded believers " to prov e all
things ," it also tau ght them " to hold
fast that which is good ;" and that Jesu s
Chr ist was a friend to established reli-
gions, and to the union of civil and eccle-
siastica l authority, because the apostles ,
as Jews , were used to a churc h esta-
blishment , and our Saviour - actually
recomm ended an obedience " to the
Scribes who sat in the seat of Moses."
Would such arg uments appal or vanquish
them ? Must they be recreant kn ights
before such weapons , hurle d by an ar m
so impotent ? Who so practicall y illus-
trated as Jesus Chris t the duty of free
investigation ? An establis hment really
theocratical had been by him levelled to
the dust , that amidst the ruin s might
arise an edifice sacred to a pure r faith , a
better hope , and more expanded love—
an edifice simple, unworldl y, spirit ual and
sublime ! (Loud appla use.)

To another , though less direct attack ,
hq must allude. He re fer red to th ree
sermons jus t pub lished by a Rev. gentle-
man , (Mr. Belsham ,) eminent among
Protestant Dissent ers of the Pre sbyte-
rian denominati on. They were ent itled ,
" Christian ity Pleading for the Patrona ge
of the Civil Power ," and had previ ously
been preache d to his opulent and well-
iaatructed congregation : a congregat ion
including gentlemen of great legal emi-
neuce , and members of the Commons
House of Parliame nt most intimately
connected with Protestant Dissent ers .

Two of those sermons were devoted to
the proof of a propositio n, " that Chris -
tianity deserved and requir ed the support
and patronage of the civil power." When
such doctrines were avowed , he thoug ht
his duty required him publicly to state.
th at if he knew any thin g of the pri nci-
ples of Protestant Dissenters , from such
propositions they ever must dissent. That
gentleman advised , that for Dissenter s of
certai n sects , a pro vision should be made,
and stated that he saw no good reason
" why Ch ristianity might not occasional ly
lift her mitred front in courts and parl ia-
ments ." Expe rience in France had prov ed
the evil tendencies to the Protestants of
any dependence on the state ; and as to
mitred men in Parliamen t, the history of
Dissenters taugh t in every age, that
peculiar protection and emolument pro -
duced assumption and abuse ; and that
even when the Stuarts and successive
monar chs were disposed to concede to
the unendowed and dishonoured sects,
those men with mitred heads had been
to toleration the most strenuous foes.

Fort unately , However, the work of the
Bampton Lecture r st ated the princi ples
it condemned , and the Sermons anno unced
candidly the objections to the theory the^
Upheld. The remedies would accompan y
the disease , and wherever the poison was
diffused , there would be the antidote.
But if these were only speculations , he
would have abstained from all remarks .
Their practical tendency excited his
alarm . They increased the difficulties
which prevented the attainmen t of rea l
rights. Many of these difficulties origi-
nated in the misconception of their prin-
ciples, and that misconception he did not
wonder at. To the ir present noble
Chairman it was known , that th e moat
eloquen t Member of the Cab inet had
stated , " that he would not assist in the
repeal of the Test and Corporatio n Acts ,
althoug h he would endeavour to emanc i-
pat e the Catholics ." He said " the re wa *
an Annual Exemption Act , under which
Dissenters might qualif y for offices , and
by virtue of which, if they did not
qua lify, they were exempt from punish -
ment. To Dissenters , the refo re , no
pra ctical injury could result ; and , unless
they wished to despoil the Church , and
to partake their treasur es, they might be
conten t/* Such were the sentim ents ot
pr actical states men. Those sentiments
excited in him no surprise. The men
who thus reasoned were men " tout p ow
la trippe,"—" all for the qua rter- day."
They mingled not with men of princ ip le *
not with men who loved truth for the
sake of truth —not with thdse who knew
that tr utlt would eVer usefully oper ate
on the huma n mind, tlirhe n pissenters
demanded an e*emt*ti&*f from the Cor-
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por ation and Test Acts, such men, there -
fore , nat urall y thou ght they desire d only
" gain from godliness." They supposed
they were impelled by envy of their epis-
copal cathed rals—t heir academi c bowers
and ample fun ds. Those statesmen could
not th ink tha t it was from princi ple alone
they acted.—They could not understand
the sigh that might be breathed by the
minister as he passe d some episcopal
palace , glarin g with lights and surrounded
by numerous equipages, as he returned
to an humble home on a stor my, wintry
night from some little village , after he had
distr ibut ed the bread of life to cottage rs ,
who could offer him no re freshment but
a crus t of bre ad and a glass of water
fro m a crystal spring —and only gladdened
by the hope that he had made the
wre tched glad. They would suppose that
jeal ousy had impelled the sigh. They did
not understand tha t it was the sigh of
pity for the lordl y prelate , accompan ied
by a silent praye r, that in the day of final
retribut ion he might render to the Master
Shepherd a good account. —No, they think
not that his wishes and his hopes are
more exalted—that he would not put on
the tiara if offered him—that he dare not
—that the acceptance would contradict
pr inciples dearer to him than life. But
such publications as that to which he last
alluded, perpetuated the delusion. When
such stat esmen learnt that Pro testan t
Dissenters desire d a connexion with the
State—wis hed to partake its wealth , and
thought Christianity dependen t on its
support , all their prej udices acquired con-
firmatio n " strong as proofs from holy
writ ;" and against such princi ples on the
part of Protesta nt Dissenters , he must
therefo re publicl y protest. (Loud ap-
pl ause.)

Amongst many circumstances which
induced him to urge un ion and vigi-
lance was a measure about to be intro-
duced into Parlia ment during the present
session. Dissenters must not be capti-
vated by alluri ng names. An Act to
which he had referred , and which would
have take n poor childre n from their pious
par ents , was a pill gilded and sacchariz edby a specious title , that was called " AnAct to pr event the Misap plication of the
Poors' Rat es ;" and the other bill wouldbe nominally " A Bill to promote the
Univers al Educati on of the Poor. " Whatcould be more captivating than such ameasur e to the friends to education andto tr ut h ? But yet few Bilk would re-quir e more deliberate attention. Heneed not say he was a friend to educa -tion. {App lame.) But all should begintp per ceive that instr uction is not educa-n
1°": « was not merely teaching poor^nudr en to . read, and write that would«*ake them good members of society ; it

was not those atta inments alone which
would make them useful and honou rable
and hap py. Education included all the pro-
cess that forme d the human charac ter—
which unit ed the head and heart— which
not only increase d the intellectual power
of man , but increased the moral ener gy
that would dir ect that power ,— that
not mere ly accumulate d floods of water ,
which might desolate and astound , but
caused those floods to fertilize and im-
prove—that connected the present and
the future being of man. They ought
not to be deceived by the comparison
dra wn between Scotland and Ireland :—
as if the relativ e state of the peasa ntry
of those countries depended princ ipally
upon reading and writing. It was not
merel y such instruction , but the whole
educa tion of Scotlan d that occasioned
their pre- eminence , not in intellectua l,
but in moral, and therefore real worth .
To natural , physical causes might be at-
trib uted that , whilst Scotland was agri-
cultural and pastoral—whilst the popula-
tion was scant , send the parish Presb yters
patriar chal , and all about them breathed
the air of native purity, that the Scottish
peasantry were not only among the bra -
vest of the brave ; but amon g the wor-
thie st of the excellent . But thou gh yet
these schools continue ; though yet they
can read and write , observe them in
places, manufacturing and populous :
look to them in those places where the
poor laws are intrudin g ; look to them
in Glasgo w, and learn , that instruction
is not education , as there instructed
Scotsmen have become as depraved , ener -
vate d, propen se to licentiousness and
discontent , as in thei r own manufacturing
towns , or in the worst haunts of the
metropolis . But it was not merel y be-
cause he would pre fer instr uction after
the philosophical system of Pestalozzi
recentl y acte d on in Switzerland ; because
he would rende r instructio n reall y useful ;
because he might doubt the necessity of
a new system of par ochial schools ; be-
cause he migh t prefe r Sunday Schools,
and deem them not only adequate , but
far more excellent — that he suggested
caution as to the measure when it shall
be proposed. Its possible infraction of
reli gious libert y originated those remarks.
The independent educa tion of futu re ge-
nerations would be the only hope for
civil or religious freedom. Now, duri ng
the last summer , the Archbishop of Can-
terbury made a visitation through part of
his diocese, accompa nied by the Bishop
of Exeter. During the excursi on he de-
livered a charge . Therein he m said to
have complained " of the united attacks
of Dissenter s and Infidels ;" , to {have
lamented , that the meanest and moM
ignora nt of the people, employ the mselves
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in inquiries , for which they are not quali-
fied. {Loud laughs,) He is said to have
state d , that the educatio n of the poor
must be confided to the direction of the
parish priests , or there will be hazard to
the Church atid Stat e ; to have censure d
also the mistaken liberality which would
leave religion to assert its own rights,
and to have dire cted the clergy to look
for the interference of Parliame nt in be-
half of Chur ch-of-England educa tion , and
in the mean time to protect the poor
from the misguiding of the enemies of
Church and State , who would introduce
a mode of education hostile to both .
{Hea r, hear .) This charge he regarded
as the annun ciation of the princi ples,
the designs, or at least of the wishes
of personage s whose opinions had the
greatest authority from the office s they
held , and who have not only the power
to will, but much power to execute what-
ever they may will. Those plans he
connected with the expected Bill. Thereb y
it might be prop osed, that a school should
be erected in every parish ; the erection
and the annual charg e payable by a rate ;
and that though the childr en of poor
Dissenters might learn their own cate-
chisms , and attend their own places of
worship, yet the appointment of the
schoolmaster should be in the clergym an
of the parish , {marks of disapproba tion,)
or if he did not have a direct appoint-
ment , he might have such authority, that
no person could be appointed without his
concurrence , and when appointed , no
person to be removed but by his concur -
rence, and the consent of the Ordin ary.
Hence these persons , who were now not
only clergymen but justi ces, who now
misdirected the influence conferre d by the
power of directing parochial relief, would
introduce men favourable to their own
Religious principles , to the important situ-
at ions of parish schoolma sters ; and thu s
would be realized what the Archbisho p
had pre dicted , that Parliam ent would
*6 interfere on behalf of the Church of
England education. 1* Thus every parish
would become either an arena for dispute ,
or a college for the prop agation of opi-
nions that would consolidate the power
of the church , by means inconsist ent with
religious freedo m and their undou bted
rights. With profound respect for the
individual who, from philan throp ic mo-
tives , would propose that Bill, he must
thus raise not an hostile , but a cautionar y
voice, lest this project should add to
those circumstanc es which increase the
pecuniary demands , the oppressions , and
the unpfopitiousk appearan ces that had
roused their displeasure , excited their
sympathy , and might justif y alarm .
(Much applau se.)

A*ni<i«t ail th$ eirtumst ances unfavour-

able to religious freedom, he would che-
rish hope ; when the winter had been
long and dreary, sprin g would soon ap-
proach . Poetry had often tau ght, that
the day daw n was pr eceded by the deepest
gloom ; the most forceful writhings of a
wounded serpent indicated his appr oach-
ing death. Notwith standing the apa thy
of multitudes among Dissenter s ; notwith-
standing the mistakes of many excellent
and pious men , who could not per ceive
the inseparable connexion between the
fin al triump hs of evangelical religion and
its separation from worldl y policy and
secular suooort : notwithstandin g th psecular support ; notwithstanding the
hostility of more practical or venal states -
men ; notwithstanding the efforts more
combined and strenuous of the inter ested
and dependant ;, he was cheered by the
belief, that the Society would be by him
survived. He trusted tha t not only illegal
persecution , such as they could now re-
sist, would terminate , but that perfect
rel igious freedo m would bless the world.
Thus he trusted , for he relied on the
power of princi ple ; he believed in the
eventual triump hs of truth. Even in
modern times, he could refer to the acts
for the relie f of Dissenting schoolmasters ;
to the libel law ; to the slave trade , and
to many similar abuses ; and as he noted
the obstructions to their removal , and
the final triump hs of those who had sus-
tained sound princi ple and the cause of
trut h, he was encouraged and consoled.
The influence of principle was not like
mere passionate emotions ; they were
meteors ; they shone here and there ;
they seemed to diffuse bri ghtness ; they
disap peare d,* and dark er was the dark -
ness. Princi ples were a polar star , tha t
shone, ever , ever , ever ! {Very loud
applause .)

•But it was not from such reasonings
only, that he acquir ed his confidence.
If multitudes were indiffe rent or hostile,
there arose around him men, each in
himself a host , who were zealous and
enlightened . The successive anniversa ries
of the Society, had been by them in-
structe d and adorned. On Alderm an
Wood, His Royal Highness the Duk e of
Sussex, and Sir James Mackintosh , the
Chairmen at the thre e last meetings, Mr.
Wilk s then pronounced appro priate eulo-
gies, and proceeded to inqu ire , whether ,
as he thoug ht upon their pr esent Chair-
man , he could possibly despond ? His
prais e he would not then pro nounce ;
there it could not be required . m (^P "
plause.) But he would indu lge himself
by re ferring to that illust riou s man, who
in him seemed again to live, whom from
his boyish days he had been taught to
reveren ce, by a father whom he ho-
noured , whom he Loved. To Mr. Fox n*
then referr ed. NttfMrtt M aa&ual coro -
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meaiorstions might not celebr ate hU
ff ivtb-da&; they were not needed ; hi«
predictiona, bad keen accomplished ; ne-^
glegt of hm war nings was deplored ; the.
ru in$ he would have prev ented , were a
sad memorial of hi& wisdom. Great bad
Ijeen his labours and successes ; in hun»
Pro testant Dissenters and civil and reli^
gioug freedom ever found a steady and
powerful advocate. By bi$ assertion of
the rights of juries, m affairs of libel, be
had formed £ mound against the torrents
q{ overwhe lming power , destr uctive to
the freedom of the press. H umanity
exulted and his heart was happy, as he
preva iled on Parliament to decree , tha t
the slave trade was no more. Mighty
was his eloquence ; masses of preju dice
and interest , vast and rock y, were swept
away by its resistless power ; it was a
catarac t impelling and subh me. But he
delighted rather to view him as he flowed ,
in the retirement that he loved, trans-
pare nt anxl unruflied as a lake , meander ing
as a river throu gh a sylvan vale. He
delighted to see the averter of war , the
opponen t; of slavery, the unbought de-
fender of freedom, the intre pid maintain er
of the right* of Dissente rs and of con-
science, the giant of the Senate-house
relaxing to gentles t efforts ; yet efforts
shewing a simple and nature-lo ving mindv
He delighted, as he seemed to view him
cultivate his fifty specimens of roses in
his garden ; and hasten to Paris , by
research to vindicat e the memory of the
illust rious Russell, He delighted as he
rea ,d his corre spondence with Wakefield ,
on the litera ture of Greec e ; or , as he
beheld his portr ai t sketch ed by Rogers ,
in his poem, on Human Life.

And now once more , where most he
lov'd to be,

In his own fields , breathin g tran quil-
lity ;

We hail him, not less hap py, Fqx, than
thee !

Thee at St. Anne 's so soon ef ca*e
beguH'd,

Playful, sincere , and artless , as a child !
Thee, who would' st wat eh a bird 's neat

on the spray,
Throug h the green leaves exploring day

by day .
How oft frqm grove to grove, from

seat to aeatl,
With thee conversing in thy lovM m*tr eat ,
I Saw the sun go down t Ah, then

t 'twas, thine, -Ne er to, forget some volume hal f dU
vine :

Shatepeairts or Drydim'a throug h the
chequffc' d ahade,«prne in thy hand hshin<* thae  ̂ as we
stjjiy'd ,5

^m where wo sata (and mnav j ihrtt. we rmm

> To read there with « fervour all thy
own,

And in thy gran.d and i»eJauchol y tou^>
Som* splendid passage not to th^to

unk nown,
Fit theme for long dUrcsonr^e.-^-rTby

bett haa toll'd .
But he would add the lines of the same
poet , addressed to the noble Cha irman *as the reason of his present pleasure and
his ftiture hope ;

" But in this place, among us,, we be-
hold

One who resembles thee V
(Reiterated applause.}

Whilst he was encourage d by the ex-»
pected aid of survivin g legislators and
honourable men, he would also refer
with loyal pleas ure ta the conduct of the
King. Very latel y he had been addressed
by the Dissent ing Ministers of the me-r
tr opolis, on his accession to the throne .
Then he had assured them of his < purpose
to prese rve the toleration inviolat e ; and
alth ough mere toleration could not limit
his wishes, and was reall y an assertion
of that right to tolerate , which it was
the business of the friends of freedom to
deny ; {continued cheers -) yet from the
eonduct of the King on that occasion ,
he was willing to draw more favourable
augurie s. The reception of the ministers
was gracious ; court etiquette was of
course observed ; but it was obvious ,
that the heart of the King corresponde d
with his words. He added some obser -
vations to the prepared repl y, that proved
his liberal sensibility, and that he waa
inte rested and impressed. {Plaudits. )
Well might that occur ; the atmosp here
of courts was frequentl y and intention ^
ally obscured ; but the light of nature andl
of truth would sometimes penetrate . His
Majesty was too well versed in the his-
tory of his country and his House  ̂ not to
know that he was then surroun ded toy
the descendants of those men. whose
support tha t Royal House was accus-
tomed to desire ; by men whose good
wishes were unbaught , and< of whose
esteem; princes had been proud. {Cheers.)
Like b  ̂ venerab le father , he would pro -
bably think if: he did not , like him, utter
—rwhen tola by one of his servants that
hia Diasent\ug Minister prayed for him
with all his hea*t : " Yes t Yes ! If he
prayed , it must be from his heart ; as>
for his, prayers , he is not paid.** {Great
applwme.)

To these hopes, supplied toy the force
0f fcratf i, tke aid of statesmen , the khul -
B0sjt qf the mona rch, He would add a
tleduotloit from recent experien ce witfc
tvhkfc be i«ott! * eonofculfc,—Of all Hio
mm; UuXMighMfe f ap  w*M teaet WMy
M» Ntecto* WMk die ibwet  ̂or Mbertm< |mt
tag hoem tfco e«ijiitee of Sf aki ; ifcfc**-
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renness threatene d to J>e eternal ; Hope
haste d from its domain , Despai r seemed
to have estab ished there her ebon throne.
Of all the causes that produced these ills,
Superstiti on , want of religious liberty,
the Inquisition , were most potent. There
the consequences of tests and persecu-
tions and infringements of the rights of
conscience developed all their malignity.
The little seedling, the shrub whose
flowers are here so pestilent , and whose
fruit is deadl y,  had been there watered
by the blood of myriads , protected by the
vigilance of pr iests , expanded by the
growth of ages, and became a tree , worse
than the upas tree , that overshadowed
all the soil.

To the Inquisition he thus referred , as
it was the whole length portrait of the
little sectarian animosities , of the exclu-
sive desires of predominance , that had
too long existed even among pious men ,
and those who had contended for Pro-
testant Dissent. And what was the In-
quisition ? To understand its terrors ,
we should app ly them to ourselves ; let
each of the audience suppose the exist-
ence of a power that could at midnight
enter his abode , tear the husband from
the embraces of the wife, and the mother
fro m the children who hung roun d her
in despair ; could bear the victim to a
dungeon , inflict at caprice the threef old
tortures of the pulley, or the rack , or of
the flame , and " all for the love of God."
'* Christi nomine invocato /" Let them
multi ply these deeds by thousands , let
them learn that in one ar chbishopri c
alone , 4000 persons suffere d death in 40
years . Let them picture to themselves
that social Christia n state of worse than
Indian barbarism , where , at an auto da

f e9 120 victims were brough t out for con-
demnation , where a vast amphithea tre
was erected for the reception of all the
majesty and wealth of Spain , where blas-
phemousl y it was stated , that God had
bestowed supernatural powers on the
workmen , to expedite the erection of the
fabric ; where a Sabbath day, a Christian
Sabbath-day, t{ie Sabbath dedicated to St.
Paul , to St. Paul the minister of salvati on,
of love and of good-will, was appropri ated
to this work of death ; where kni ghts
were assembled in all their gay capari-
sons ; and peerless beauties , whom the
winds of heaven might not visit roughl y,
hastened , exulting, to the spectacle, and
ail without emotions , but of joy : and
then see the wretched victims , guilty of
no crime but fidelity to their religion
and devotion to thei r God, led away to
execution—to be burn t to death ; burn t
to death ! and all " f or - the love' of
God !" Then might they begin t6 under-
SteuA what the Inquisition meant ; thq n
ibtigip to learn, to what dre adful deeds,
]ft*>4fiHify. to ftte rights of conscience may

naturall y lead. Well, a» they thoug ht
with the Poet , might they exclaim, •• God
of love, where sleep thy thu nderbo lts !"
They had not slept . H ope, then , might
every wher e exist ! The hideous dwarfi sh
manikin of persecution , exhibited in Test
and Corporation Acts, had there swollen
to a colossal statue. The colossus indeed
best rid both hemispheres . The hai r were
snakes ; gall was the milk , and iron was
the heart. But the thunderbolts of an
injured people and offended Deky no
longer slept. Even this colossus ; this
colossus thoug h so vast , had fallen ; it
had fallen to rise no more ! There was
joy in heaven ? Let there be gratitud e
and hope on earth ! !

Long, loud and reiterated app lause,
continuing f or several minutes ! The ap-
plauses at length terminated. The fol-
lowing resolutions were theii prop osed
and unanimousl y adopted.

1. That at the nr3t Anniversary of this
Society, including Christians of every
religious denomination , after the com-
mencement of a new reiga , this Meeting
cheerfully express their pleasure at the
assurances of his Majesty the King, that
he will imitate the example of his beloved
father , and will preserve toleration invi-
olate ; and also as cheerfull y express that
loyalty, which the friends of reli gious
f reedom have ever delighted to cherish
towards that Royal Family, whose ances*.
tors were placed upon the throne , as
protectors of the civil and religious liber-
ties of the Brit ish people , fro m uncon-
stitutional tyranny and unchristian op-
pressions.

2. But that at the present period , when
the princi ples that constitute the basis of
religious freedom , are pub licly impugned
by some members of the Est ablishe d
Church , and are disavowed by other per-
sons who pr ofess to be Protestant Dis-
sente rs, this Meeting will also repea t
their declarations , that the right of every
man to worsh ip God according to his
conscience , is an unalienable right , with
which no human authority can justl y
interfer e, or should even indirec tly re-
strict : and that Christian truth does not
depend for preserv at ion or success on
secular protection or nation al endow-
ments ; but relies chiefly, if not exclu-
sively, for support on the will of its
Divine Author , and on its intr insic ex-
cellence.

3, That this Meetin g, influenced not
by motives merel y person al, and secta-
rian , arid national ; but by an atta chment
to thq great principles tha t induced the ir
forefath ers to submit to ignominy, spolia-
tion , imprisonment and deat h ; cannot
but rejoice in the triu mph of those pwn-
ciples in foreign countries V and record
their gratitude to God, that tli  ̂execrable
Inq uisition has been abolfehed in 9P»m =
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and that in an ESuropean country deemed
most benighted , the light of knowledg e
and religious freedo m has hegun glori-
ously to shine ; nor can they omit to
expre ss their hope, that the disregard to
religious liberty which establ ished and
perpe tuat ed that horr id Institu tion will
happily, speedily, and for ever disappear
throughout the world.

4. That thi3 Meet ing have listened
with intere st and pleasure to the state-
ments of the proc eedings of this Society
durin g the past year , and that they
especially applaud their labours to prev ent
the bills that passed during the last ses-
sion of the last Parliament , fro m becom-
ing part icularly inj urious to religious li-
bert y ; and also to prevent the enactment
of a bill by which the children of the poor
might have been removed from their pa-
rent s, and compelled to assent to doc-
trine s, and to conform to rit es of worsh ip,
which those parents , thoug h poor , might
conscientiousl y disapprove.

5. That altho ugh this Meet ing approve
the delay of the Committe e to direct
durin g the pas t year any application to
Parli ament for a repeal of the Test and
Corp oration Acts ; yet , they cannot omit
again to declare their aversion to those
Acts, as offensive to God and oppressi ve
to man , as founded on princi ples perse-
cuting and unjus t , as tendi ng to degrade
the most important ordinances of religion ,
and as excluding a vast number of their
active , intelli gent , wealthy, loyal and
pious fellow-countryme n from offices in
which they might be useful to the state ,
or from honours and emoluments , which
all men equally qualified , are equall y
entitled to partake.

6. That to the Committee this Meeting
express their approval of the discretion ,
but firmness—o f the zeal , but temper-
ance—and of the activity without rash-
ness, with which they have continued to
conduct the affairs of the Society, and
tha t the same gentlemen composed of
var ious reli gious denominations , and of
Mini sters and Laymen in equal pr opor-
tions , with the Tre asurer and Secretaries
be solicited to act as the Committee for
the ensuing year.

Rev . J. Brooks ban k , Wm. B. Collyer ,
D. D., George Collison , F. A. Cox, M. A.,
Thomas Cloutt , Alex. Fletcher , Rowlan d
H ill, M. A., Thomas Jac kson , William
Newman , D. D., Wm. F. Platt , S. W.
Tra cy, Jo hn Townsend , Ma tthew Wilks,
Ma rk Wilks :

David Allan, Esq., Wm. Bateman , Esq.,
J - B. Brown , Esq., Ja mes Emerson , Esq.,
Ja mes Esdaile., Esq., Colonel Handfielcl,
Thomas tfoyter , Esq. , J . O. Oldham ,
Esq., J. firitt , Esq., William Townsend ^
*£q., IJ ^thew Wood, Esq., *M. P.,
rh*iraa £ '1̂ ,̂ 

jteq,, 
Thorn y Walter ,E9q.  ̂|J am$l Y^ung, Ejsq-

7. That this Meeti ng especiall y recom-
mend to such Committe e, to embrace
with pr omptitu de every favourable oppor -
tuni ty to obtain the repeal of the Test and
Corporatio n Acts, and to procure legis-
lative measures, exempting places of reli-
gious worshi p from paro chial assessment.
and Dissenters attending at places of
worshi p from the payment of Sunda y-
tolls : and that they watch with vigilance
any attempt s to extend the poor laws, or
to intro duce any system of general edu-
cation , lest they should increase need-
lessly the publi c burden s of Protesta nt
Dissenters , and in vest the intoleran t with
new means of encroaching on those sacred
rights of conscience which this Society
was establis hed to protect .

8. That to Robert Steven , Esq., the
Tr easurer , this Meeting renew thei r
thanks , and request his continuance in a
situati on in which he has rendered im-
portan t services to this Insti tution.portant services to th^s Institution.

9. That this Meeting, aware of the
incalculable advantages that have resulted
from the past efforts of Thomas Pellat t
and John Wilks , Esqs., the gratui tous
and H onorary Secretari es of this So-
ciety, repeat with increasing pleasure and
earnes tness their cordial acknowledg-
ments for those effort s, and their in trea -
ties for their continued assistance.

10. That , ever mindfu l of the eloquent,
perseveri ng, invaluable efforts of the im-
mortal Charles James Fox, on behalf of
Protestant 1 Dissenters , and of the rights
of conscien ce, they have long and fre-
quentl y rej oiced in the wise and benefi-
cent sentiments , prop itious to reli gious
freedo m expressed on many occasions by
the inheritor of his genius and his virtues,
the present Chairman and his noble rela -
t ive, the Right Hon . Lord Holland.
That their admiration of his talents , and
regard for his kindness are incr eased by
his consent to preside , and his conduct
upon this occasion , and that he be re-
quested to accept their assurances of
sincere attachment , of cordial gratitude
and unfei gned respect .

The Resolutions were proposed by the
Rev. Rowland Hill , the Rev. Jos .
Berr y , James Baldwin Brown , Esq.,
of the Inner Temple, the Rev. J . A.
J ames , of Birming ham, the Rev. Mr.
Rob y , of Manchester , the Rev. Mr.
Smith , of Rotherham , the Rev. Dr.
Bogue , of Gosport , and the Rev. Dr.
Styles, of Bri ghton , in various admi-
rable addresses.

After the resolu tion of thank s to the
noble Chairman had been passed , amidst
every possible demonstratio n not only of
concurrence but delight , Lord Holland
rose , and addressed t the meeting with
great animati on to the following effect :

Ladi es and Gentl emen,
After all the proceeding of this morn-
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ing, after the able address es which have
been delivered, especia lly after the very
spirited , powerful and eloquent exposure ,
by my friend Mr. Wilks, of the principles
upon whieh this Society is formed , and
his lively and interesting, but most ex-
pressive detail of the manner in which
the affairs of this Society have been con-
ducted , I should be worse than a cox-
comb if I were to endeavour to enforce
those top ics by any thing I can say : but ,
on the other hand , after the handsome
and flatterin g manne r in which my name
has been mention ed, and after a review
of all the circum stances of this meetin g,
I should be a stock or a stone if I did
not at least endeavour to express my
gratitude. {Loud cheers.)

I do beg to express , in the most un-
qualified terms I can command , the gra-
titu de I feel for the honour you have
done me. When I say the gratitude I
feel for the honour you have done me, i
do not merel y mean the honour you have
done me by the resolutio n you have jus t
adopted , and by the nat tering and unde -
served encomium of the two gentlemen
who have just addre ssed you, but I mean
the honour you have done me in placing
me in the chair on this day, which I shall
always consider as one of the proudest
days of my life. (Applause .)

I think it an honou r, nrst , fro m the
manner in which this Society is com-
posed ; and , next , from the object which
this Society is established to effect. And
among the circumstances which at once
incre ase the honour and difficulty of my
situation , is the consideration of the cha-
racters of those eminent persons who
have preceded me in that honour . (H ear ,
hear.) Yes, gentl emen , when I recollect
that the chair was filled by the fir st
magistrate of the city of London , by an
illustriou s and Roya l Duke , and by my
eloquent friend , Sir James M ackintosh ,
who presid ed on the last occasion , I can-
not but consider it as a great honour to
be placed here by the call of my enlight-
ened fellow-countrymen among Pr otes-
tant Dissenters. (Loud Applause?) I
recollect , gentlemen , that this Society, at
least the meeting on this day, is com-
posed chiefl y, althoug h not entirel y, of
Protestant Dissenters , as the object of
the Inst itution is not exclusively confined
to Protesta nt Dissenters , but is partl y
the prom otion of religious freedom all
over the world ; and when I consider
tl^at the greater number of the audience
I am now address ing belong to the vari -
ous bodies of Dissenter s, tha t enhanc es
to me, though a member o% the Churc h
pf England , the valu e of the honour I
have this day received. Thus I think ,
becau se I adopt the sentiment , if npt the
words pf JSfeal ? in the commencemen t
of his excellent history of the Puritans—

As long as there is a Protestant Dissenter
in England , ther e \v$£L be there a friend
of liberty, of the constitution and ^f man.
(Loud cheering,)

Attached as Pro testant Dissenter s have
ever been to tfce best princi ples, the Pr o-
testant Pissenters of this day appear yet
wiser and more libera l. Their notions
are not exclusive; they know that in the
Church of England , and from the im-
pro vement in the times, even in the
Church of Rome, many great , ardent ancl
fervent friends of religious libert y ar e to
be found ; and it was justly and prop erly
observe d by the Reverend gentlem an who
spoke second on this occasion, (Rev, R.
H ill,) in a very lively speeeh, that the
members of the Church of England , or
of the Establishe d Church , if they well
understood their intere st , are not less
interested in the prin ciples of religious
liberty than those who dissent from
them.

The very title by whieh this Society is
designated contains the princi ple on which
it is founded , " The Protesta nt Society
for the Protection of Religious Liberty. ''
It is upon the princi ples of Religious
Liberty that we are to act , not upon
the princi ples of toleration. {Applauses.)
Those who enjoy their liberty by toler-
ance are not free. I repeat , that those
who enjoy their libert y by tolerance are
not free. (Loud applauses.) Such I hold
to be the genuine prin ciple of relig ious
liberty. Perhaps I may allude to what
my friend Mr. Wilk s said , when speakin g
on this princip le of religious liberty, as
re ferring to the phras e of the Bishop,
" You belong to me." The princi ple of
religious liberty is, that we belong to no
man . The genuine prin ciple of religious
liberty is the right of conscience , the
ri ght of wor shiping God accordin g to the
dictates of one's own conscience ; and
not merel y tha t right , but , further , the
right of incul cating those princi ples which
we believe to be calculated to pro mote
the present and the eternal happ iness of
mankind, (f ^ery loud app lause?) These,
Ladies and Genlemen , are the pri nciples
of religious liberty which I at least have
always maintained , and which I learne d
from that excellent perso n whose name
}ias been more than once mentio ned dur-
ing the addresses that have been made ;
an allusion to whose nam e and to whose
character I cannot trust myself to at tempt
before this assembly. (His Lordship teas
affected so as to weep..}

' With respect to the proce edings th^t
have passed , I cannot help expressing my
full aug. hearty concurrence . In the first
resolution you havQ expressed that loyalty
which has always idisdnguisjhed the Pro-
testant Dissenters towards the House of
Brunswick ; and I am awe*itAfe a heart-
felt gratification to me to learn , thovg *
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the rumour had rea ched me before , that
his Majest y, with that urbanity which
adorn s him, and which accompan ies him
on all occasions, expressed himself in the
libera l and conciliatin g manner which he
did, and that he displayed the feelings
which he doub tless cherishes , as to the
obligations which his family owe to the
Protesta nt Dissenter s of this country .
The next resolut ion you have passed
states more fully, correct ly, and , in my
opinion , not in the least degree too
br oadly, the princi ples upon which we
act . The third demonstrates , that you
are not bound by any narro w prej udices
to our own soil, but feel for the cause of
religious liberty all over the world. (Ap-
p lause .)

A reverend gentleman who did me
the honour of calling your attention to
my name (Dr. Bogue) has said, that
religious liberty cann ot exist without civil
liberty. May I observe , tJi at , in my
opinion , civil liberty cannot exist without
religious liberty ? They ar e inseparabl y
connected , and that man , whoever he
may be, who views with jealousy and
susp icion the advance of religious liberty,
is the first to infri nge upon my civil
freedom whenever an opportun ity for that
infringem ent shall arise .

With respect to many of the topics
which have been intro duced , I can assure
my friend near me, (Mr. Wilk s,) that }
have derived great instruction fro m his
address ; and I have felt an excitement
and deep interest , from the cases he has
mentioned to you. I confess I had no
notion that such a variety of petty vexa-
tions were actuall y practi sed at the pre-
sent moment : and to correct those
abus es, as well as to pr omote liberal
pr inci ples, I originall y felt a great satis-
faction at hearing of the formati on of
this Society ; and I now feel a double
satisfaction at having the honour to pre-
side on its assemb ly. I agr ee with him,
and was before aware that the cause of
religious liberty, whateve r we alread y
have obtained , or whatever pros pects we
may have , require s consta nt union and
vigilance. (Applause.) The gentleman
who spoke last (Dr. Styles) has alluded
to an event (the introduct ion of Lord
Sidmouth *s Bill) which must be recol-
lected by all whom I address , because I
believe a resistanc e to it originated this
Society. He was pleased to supp ose that
the expr essions I then used, and the con-
duct I pur sued, cont ributed to prevent
that bill from passing into a law. I op-
posed it, because in that bill was to be
found this pri nciple, that a man had not
a right to preach the doct rines which he
believed, without permission from other s.¦ certainly used all my best endeavour s
to oppose that bill. But it was not to
my exertions you should attribute suc-

cess. No ! Gentleme n, I am too much
used to the assembly in which I sit, to
listen to such a conceit , that my poor
exertion s should have been the means of
throwing out that bill. There were in-
troduced upon that occasion auxiliaries ,
who wer e not obliged to take their oaths
—petitions , coach loads of petitions , were
sent in on that occasion . We could
har dly shake hands with our fellow Peers
fro m the number of petition s that entered
against that bill. Union and vigilan ce
on that occasion occasioned your success*
By them the sacred princi ple of religious
libert y has been, and was then preserved.
You owe even the preservation and in-
crease of your liberty to the same : nor
let your vigilance relax *

Another gentleman (Rev . Mr. Berry)
has allud ed to a circumstance which oc-
curred in Wiltshire . It in some degr ee
followed the other occurrence . Per haps
the gentleman was one of them ; I am
sure my friend near me (the Rev. Mark
Wilks) was one who came to me to
express their thank s for the little effort
I had made. I think the answer which
I gave to those gentlemen on that occa-
sion was this : " I feel very happy if I
have in any way promoted or defended
the cause of religious liberty ; and I only
hope , if any other class of the people
should be placed in your situation , you
will give me the same assistance you have
received." (Loud applause.) When there
was a clamour throug hout the kingdo m.
originating unque stionabl y in polit ical
f eelings, and when various counti es were
meet ing to address the Throne , to inter-
cept at the fountain of mercy and of
ju stice the streams of liberalit y from
flowing towards the claims of that class
of Christians called Catholics , 1 went
down to Wiltshire. The reception I met
with there , if possible , increased my at-
tachment to the Pr otestant Dissenters .
They stood forward to a man as the
supporters of the cause of religious li-
berty, thoug h in favour of tha t sect
which, from its nature , must be the
least agreeable to them. For them ,
Gentlemen , and in my own name , I re-
turn my thanks. (Applause.)

Gentlemen , these circumstances cer-
tainl y have endeare 4 to my mind the
cause of Protestant Dissenters : but we
are not met here merely as Protesta nt
Dissenters ; we are friends to the reli-
gious liberty of all men ; we are friends
of religious liberty in the church , and to
religious liberty I trust in all churches ;
and I only regre t tha t the pri nciple in
the statute books of this country is not
directl y and openly and manfull y avowed.
(Loud applause.) As long as the Test
Act remains upon that book , so long I
shall consider the princ iples of religious
liber ty not sufficientl y acknowledged by
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our legislature . I do not mean to say, as
is sometimes said in the ordina ry affairs
of life, but that half a loaf is bet ter than
no bread ; I do not mean to quar rel with
the Inde mnity Acts we have ; but let us
be vigilant , let us avail ourselve s of every
opportun ity to get more , to obta in a
recognition of jmnciple and an establish-
ment of right. {Loud applause ^ Reli-
gious liberty is that which is ri ght in
itself. It is said , 1 know, ann uall y, that
the Test Act is suspend ed ; but what is
that specious of liberty to a man who
conscientiousl y thinks that by the force
of decrees which are above all Pa rlia-
ments , or the power of all kings , or more
binding than any laws that can be en-
acte d by human government , that he is
bound, that he is conscientiou sly boun d
by these decrees to worshi p his Creator
in a particular manner , and who thinks
that he can convey and commun icate to
his fellow-creature s the best way, and
point out the most excellent road to
eternal salvation ? What species of li-
berty do they give him ? He stands , to
allude to the old fable, with fine dishes
and the richest viands set before him,
but the sword which hangs suspended
over his head makes this gift of religio us
libert y nauseate upon his palate. (Hear 9
/tear.) Therefore I mainta in the reli gious
liberty for -which we contend is that
which you have heard so ably alluded to
this day, and which , in the resolution
recommending the repea l of the Test and
Corporation Acts, you properl y assert.

In the course of the addresses that
have been made to you, Locke has been
mentioned. I will conclude my obser -
vations by a re ference to what he states
on the subject of toleration. " It is not ,"
(he says,) " for declaration of indul gence ,

The following is the substance of a note from Mr. J Vellbeloved relating to his
edition of the Bible , in rep ly to a Subscrib er (p. 404) : " That he has not been
unmindful of the promise given at the end of the Advert isement prefixed to th e
Book of Genesis , that ' the remaining books of the Pentat euch shall be published
with all the expedition which is consistent with the nature of the Work aud the other
occupations of the Editor ;' that so long as life and healt h are grante d to ' him, he is
resolved to proceed with his design ; that the Second Part is going thrti ugh the pr ess,
and will , he tru sts, shortl y appear/ '

it is not for schemes of compa rison, such
as have , been pract ised, or are pr actised
amongs t us, that we contend ; for the
one would only palliat e, the other would
incr ease the evil ; it is absolute liber ty,
jus t and tru e liberty, impartial and equal
liberty, which can alone remove the evils
under which we stand. " 1 hope , ther e-
fore , accordin g to my best , th ough little
ability, and though a Churchman , I am
conten ding for that liberty which Locke
also as a Churchman contended for , and
for which a Tillotson and a Hoa dley, a
Wats on, a Bathurst , men who have had
mitres on their heads , have not hesitate d
to conten d. Yet I must acknowl edge,
that I fin d more of this prin ciple of rel i-
gious liberty in the brea sts of Prote stan t
Dissenters , than in any established churc h
or sect whate ver. (Applause.)

I fear your attention has been alr eady
exhausted ; I have to apologize to you
for saying so muoji upon the pres ent
occasion. I can assure you that I hav e
not been able to communic ate my feelings
of gratitude to those individuals who
have expressed themselves so kindl y with
respect to myself ; and I shall always
consider the circumstance of attending
this meeting to-day as one of the most
gratif ying in my life.

His Lordship thus conclud ed, and the
Meeting was dissolved, as he retire d
amids t long, loud and enthusiastic ap-
plause.

Commun ications have been received from Mrs . Cappe and Mrs. M ary Hu ghes ;
fro m Dr. J. Evans , and Messrs . Henr y Turner ; T. Howe ; G. F. Bromhead ; David
Davis ; and Charles Porteus : also from L. L. J . ;  Hy las ; Juvenis ; Philogr aphus ;
J. M. ; A Dissenter ; G. M. D. ; Ebion ; R. F.; Q.; Phila lethes ; and Brevis.

Owing to the Edito r 's having been obliged to arrang e the present Numb er some
weeks ago, the Obituary and vari ous other Ar ticles communicated for immediate
insertio n are necessaril y omit ted.

In the next Number will be inserted the Peti tion of the Deputies to Parl iament ,
for the Repeal of the Corpo ration and Test Acts.

In consequence of a late severe indis-
position Mr. Butcher has been obliged
to give up his office , as minister of the
Unitarian Dissenters at Sidmouth , in
Devonshire  ̂ He is succeeded by Mr.
Yeate s, late of Tiverton .

CORRES PON DENCE.

500 Corresponden ce.




