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4 l YHE powers and faculties of the
human mind cannot possibly be
engaged in subjects more worthy of
their exercise, than the nature, evi-
‘dences and obligations of religion. In
investigations of this kind, the great-
est latitude of discussion ought to
be allowed by the Legz'slafure_ of
the country. It may be said, that
an unrestrained freedom of inquiry
would produce publications, contain-
ing avowed or covert attacks on the
Christian faith. Let this be admitted :
it is an evil which the person who is
persuaded of the inestimable value of
Christianity, both to society. and m.dl.
viduals, respecting ‘“ the life which
now is and that which is to come,”
cannot but deplore. If, however, it
be an evil proceeding from free inquiry,
the same cause provides the means of
its removal, and of extracting from it
pure and permanent good. For one
opponent of divine revelation, a score
of zealous champions weuld be ready,
if needful, to undertake its defence.
By the judicious answers which the
writings of the Unbelievers of the last
century called forth, the evidences of
Christianity have been placed in so
clear a light as tend most effectually
to guard the young against the conta-
gion of infidelity, to remove the doubts
which might for a time perplex the
mind “of the honest inquirer, and to
afford the purest satisfaction to the
well-established Christian. The partial
evil to which'l have referred, it would
be, I think, wiser in the State to ‘per-
mit to be counteracted merely by the
exertions of the friends of revelation,
than to shackle the liberty of the press;
to give circulation throughout the Uni-
ted Kingdoni ‘to the' most obnoxious
passages of -the bpoks complaineéd of,
by their being" reﬂff in public’ couirts’ of
justice, and jiseFted T thie newapdpers,
and to brin ',gnf":,prb‘fessing-;. (SN
the odigus, stigma o

ASLIMAS

: 8, stigma of  perse t&tiseh‘astgr
their punjs kil «persons with fines. and
imprisonment on -account of . their
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.spreading opinions respecting religion
deemed erroneous. If this principle
be once admitted as justifiable by the
laws of reason and the precepts of the
Christian revelation, who is to pre-
scribe the exact limits of its operation?
Why may it not be applied to supposed
perversions of holy writ and misrepre-
sentations of the Christian doctrine?
_And then what religious sect, if at any
time rendered obnoxious to the Go-
vernment, would hold its liberty se-
eure 2 Upon this principle the avowed
infidel may this day be fined and sent
to prison, and the next, the sincere
believer in Christianity, if either a dold
or funciful expositor of Scripture.
Now, one person is punished for having
too little taith, and then, another for
- having too much. 1 mean not to inti-
mate an apprehension that this prin-
ciple will be thus really acted on by
our rulers, but merely to shew the
danger of its admission, and the .sad
_consequences to which it may possibly
lead. Let the press be equally free for
all the contending parties, and errors
will be eventually detected, on which
‘ever side they lie. Truth, we may be
. assured, pure, heavenly truth, will gain
new triumphs, in proportion to the
~examination of her claims; and the
result will be favourable to the cause
of divine revelation, genuine piety and
virtue, and consequently to the peace
.and prosperity of society. |
To wmake no more reference to the
writings of Unbelievers, I shall now
confine my observations to the saluzary
influence of the -investigations which
have taken place, on different denomi-

- nations of professing Christians, within

‘the last twenty or - thirty years. It
.cannot be denied, that (though some
~of . the old leaven still remains) they
.are animated with a spirit of greater
Nliberality tawards, each other than, for-
-merly. This muy be attributed partly
to free inquiry, and partly to the inst)-
.tution of  pious and- benevolent. socie-

ties, in; which - both , Churchmen . and
Dissenters of. the .several, classes. can

. unite: on. commoR, pringiples. .- Many
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of the. membegs»,aclqrgy’;m laity of the
Church of Rome in this country, are,
no doubt, to a certain degree, under
the genial influence of the mild and
candid spirit more prevalent now than
in times past among the religious

professors around them. They read
and think and exercise their judgment

on the tenets which are the objects of
discussion. ' The result is, that the
sentiménts of an English Catholic of
literary attainments,- are very different,
I may venture to assert, from those of
the priests and monks of Spain and
Portugal, though professing to belong
to the same in .allible‘churc%l. |
I am led to these remarks by an
Exeter newspaper, containing the Ad-
dress of the Rev. G, Oliver, a respec-
table Catholic minister, residing in that
city, delivered to his auditory on Good-
Friday last. Part of it I shall tran-
scribe and subjoin to this letter for
insertion, if you approve, in your
liberal Repository, persuaded that it
will prove interesting to many of your
readers. Mr. Oliver rejects with in-
dignation the charge of idolatry and of
the worship of crucifixes and images,
brought against his Church by many
Protestants. He declares, that ¢ frrom
the dawn of reason, the Catholic has
been taught, that to God alone is siu-
preme adoration due.”” This sentiment
seems to be verging towards Unitarian-
ism, as the next step is, that God is the
onl&;groper object of religious worship.
atever be the practice of the
modern Catholics, it is a pleasing fact,
that most Protestants, reputed Trini-
tarian, follow the directions and model
respecting prayer which Jesus Christ,
our common Master, gave to his dis-
ciples, in their usual devotions; and
nineteen out of twenty of their solemn
addresses, are, I beheve, directed to
God the Father. When we consider
this testimony. to Unitarianism, the
heterodoxy of the Lutherans and Cal-
vinists in general on the continent of
Europe, the recent accounts from India,
and the spirit of free inquiry prevalent
among many religious professors in
North America, surely it is a fair.infe-
rence, that a qm‘at change of senti-
ment is gradually taking place among
%iﬁ‘ei:‘rent ddnoggnaﬁbnisﬂéf Christians
oth in Great Britain and foreign ¢oun-
tries. ’ghé natum this ¢k s we
can be at ho logs to determine ; ‘and to

“the ‘Unitarign, whe idéntifies his' sys-
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ject of ardent hope of its ‘universal

prevalence, and of pious exultation,
believing, as he does, that it will con-
tribute to promote the knowledge,
virtue, peace and happiness of mankind.

‘The steady and persevering exertions

of the friends of Christian truth and
virtue, recommended by a serious,
candid and benevolent spirit, and a
holy and. dignified conduct suited to

the noble cause in which they are en-

ed, will prepare the professors of
%l?eg gospel for a second Reformation,_
more important in its nature, and pro-
bably more extensive in its conse-
quences, than the first in which Pro-
testants justly glory. The latter, indeed,
may be said to be introductory te the
former, just as the twilight of the
morning gradually ushers in the glo-
rious orb of day. Then will every
church in Christendom have for its
object of adoration and religious wor-
ship, God the Father on!F. "
. HOWE.

(The Alfred-West-of-England Journal.
“ It is my duty to leave the people free
as the thoughts of man.” |
ALFRED’S LAsT WILL.)

Exeter, Tuesday, April 4, 1820.

We feel great pleasure in giving pub-
licity to the following explanation of
kissing the Cross, as delivered by the
Rev. G. Oliver, at the Roman Cathelic
Chapel in Exeter, on Good-Friday, March
31, 1820 : ‘

‘¢ The custom of saluting the Cross
has been so repeatedly explained, that I
should hope it is generally understood.
For fear, however, that any one should
be present who is uninformed on the
subject, or who knows nothing of the
Catholic religion, but from the misrepre-
sentations of our opponents, I shall again
venture to offer a few remarks. Surely
it i3 net asking too much, to be allowed
the faculty of understanding my own
religion; and I am very confident that I
would not make any statement which I
did not believe to be strictly true.

s¢ 1 begin with assuming, that the pub-
lic catechism of a church contains 1S
actual doctrine. - Now what is the doc-
trine of the Catholi¢ Church in regard of
crucifixes and images, as expounded in
her -catechisms? If. ou canpnot read,
apply to any Catholic child who has
learned .the catechism ; buc if you, can
read, consult the czz‘,t'éc;hism* yourself, and
you will find that ‘a -decept respect - is

recommendéd to the maemerials-and re-

~ presentations of Christ and-his saints—
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not that we bélieve there is any divinity
ar power in them for which we respect
them—unor that any thing is to be asked
of them—mor that any trust is to be
placed in them, as the Heathens of old
trusted in their idols ; but because the
honour given to them is referred to the
prototype or thing represented. From
the dawn of reason, the Catholic has
been taught that to God alore is supreme
adoration due, that we must worship him-

as vur Creator, Redeemer and last end,

that Jesus Christ is our only Saviour,
and that nothing is granted to mankind
but through the merits of his death and
passion. We are expressly forbidden by
our religion, as you will see in the cate-
chism, to worship idols, or to give any
thing else whatsoever the honour which
belongs to God. On no consideration
can we pray to relics, crucifixes or
images. It would. be consummate folly
to address supplications to irrational and
inanimate objects. This is the language
. of the catechism ; it is clear to the
meanest capacity; it conveys the Church
doctrine in terms that cannot be misun-
derstood. It is strongly impressed upon
us in our youthful age by our pastors;
and the lesson is so consonant to religion
and to common sense, as to be indelibly
engraven on the mind and feelings.

‘“ Let me now appeal to your candour
and ask, whether the Catholic clergy (if
they really wished and intended to train
IXJ youth in the notion and practice of
idol

atry) would take such effectual pains

in public and in private to give them a
contrary bias, and to implant a deep-
rooted horror of any derogation from the
honour which is due to God? Those
impressions and instructions which I
received in early life, I have carefully
delivered to my flock. I have invariably
taught, as in duty bound, that they could
not, no, not even to save their lives, pay
divine honours to any crucifix or image
—that to worship for God that which is
not God, would be a crime of the blackess
die, deserving the curse of heaven and
earth. . . . ‘
“ Disclaiming, then, as every.Catholjc
rmust, the odio:m charge of idolalry—
detesting the horrid crime as sincerely
as any of our calumniators can possibly
do, we call upon every Aonowrable and
Christian heart nat to condemn us un-
heard, but to ‘study our religion, before
they pretend to refute it. We caution
them, as they will have to auswer for it
before the 'judgméntsdeat of Christ;.to
desist bearing false 'witiiess againat . us;
and to remembery that he who.brepks
but one of the ten, commandments. will
offend against ofl.”: - - i

\, . ii '||| .
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discovery’ of truth is -what
every member. of society is bound
to assist in ; and as the following lines
are dictated purely by that object, I
have no doubt they wil{h'ave a place m
a Journal which has the first claims to
liberality and fairness. . |
. The grand test of the truth of Chris-
tianity, is the anthenticity of the mira-
cles : in ascertaining, therefore, the:
soundness of their faith, Christians.
should vigilantly examine the testi-
mony by which those miracles are
supported. Of the various kinds of
testimony applicable to that point,
none is considered to be so unobjec-
tionable, and to merit so much depen-
dence, as the testimony of Anti-Chris-
tians ; I mean admissions made by such
persons of the truth of the miracles:.
and the additional value possessed by
such sort of evidence is founded on
this reason ; that the enemies of Chris-
tianity would not have admitted the
truth of the miracles on any other
grounds than.a decided conviction of
the fact, and the absolute inutility of
disputing it ; although, at the same
time, they would l:)?ly deny the mira-
cles if they had_the shadow'of a pre-
tence so to do. o .
Josephus is one of those Anti-Chris-
tians in whose writings we find some
mention of the reswrrection of Christ ;
and, if I mistake not, the confirmation
of that miraculous occurrence by this
writer is deemed of thie highest impor-
tance by Christians. -
- But it appears to me that the genu-
ineness of this passage in Josephus’s
writings has a suspicion attached to it
which demands the deepest scrutiny ;
a suspicion which must be destroyed
before any just weight can be placed
on the evidence of this author. It is,
therefore, in the hope that some theo-
logian well read in the Testimonjes of
Christianity, may explain this mystery,
that I have ventured fo mention the
subject : and when it is considered of
whiat vast importance it is that the
miracle to which this testimony apw
plies, should be clearly established;. X
trust that some person who has. well
investigated the subject, miay.&énd an
answer to the followipg ebservations.
 The passa :ma.qmvﬂ}g%m@i@ to be
written’ by Josephus,’; in allusion . to
Clirist, is to the 91-}&
< This was the Chriat Who-

Sir,
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from the dead on the third day, as the
divine prophets had foretold this and
ten thousand other wonderful things
concerning him.”

Now, Josephus was either a Jew, or
he was not: if he was not a Jew, then
his testimony loses its chief value ;
because that value is grounded on his
having been an Anti-Christian. If,
however, he was a Jew, (and we have
the assertions of all the early Christians
that he was,) then it is indisputably
certain, that he was not the author of
the passage in' question, but that it
must have been a forgery; and for this
obvious reason, because that passage
strikes at the very root of Judaism.
The Jews contended that Jesus was
not the Christ; but the passage alluded
to plainly recognizes him in that capa-
city. The difficulty which thus attaches
itself to Josephus’s testimony has not

passed wholly unperceived. Some have.

tried to get over it by alleging that
Josephus was an Ebionite Jew; that
is, he believed Christ to be the Mes-
siah, but denied that he was more than
human. |

This, however, 18 no answer to the
difficulty ; for the essential distinction
between Judaism and Christianity is
not whether Christ was human or
divine, but whether he was the Messiah
or not: he who confesses Jesus to be
the Christ cannot be a Jew; and he
who rejects that belief cannot be a
Christian.

It would be not less absurd to say
that a passage confessing the Trinity
could have been written by a Socinian,
than to say that a passage confessing
Jesus to be the Christ could have been
written by a Jew. |

The Jews in contemplating the pre-
dictions of their ancient prophets, de-
nied that Jesus was the R/Iessiah; but
Josephus declares, or is made to de-
clare, that he was the Messiah ; he
Flainly identifies Christ with the whole

ine of prophecies which preceded his
coming. ’
- Thus Josephus is placed in the cha-
racter of a gew, striking at the foun-
dation of his own .religion : a cir-
cumstance which obviously creates a
suspicion that the passage in question
must have been a forgery, slipped into
his writings by some impostor : and
what seems to favour this suspieion is,
that scarcely in any other part of his
writings does Josephus make - ny allu:

sion to the subject ; although had he
believed the resurrection, and that
Christ was the Messiah, one would na-
turally imagine he would often allude
to a subject by far the most important
of any in the annals of his country.
Excepting, however, this one passage,
one would scarcely know from Jose-
phus that such a person as Christ ever
existed. But what makes the passage
to look still more like an interpolation
is, that there is nothing immediately
preceding or subsequent to it, which
might be supposed either to lead the
author to mention it, or to follew it
by any matter connected with the sub-
Ject. The passage stands solitarily by
itself. i

It is of the more importance that
that these difficulties should be obvi-
ated ; because if the suspicion should
remain that this passage is a forgery,
no one can. satisty himself to what
extent the system has not been carried.
If a forgery be practised in one in-
stance, it may be in a hundred, for it
does not necessarily follow that it must

be confined to this instance in Jose-
phus.

R. C.
et
Hackney,
February 10, 1820.

ITHOUT having mixed with
any sect or party, I have been a
silent, but not inattentive, observer of
the passing events that have lately so
much agitated the public mind, and
they have led me to a train of reflec-
tions, which, if you should think them
worthy of a place in your valuable
Repository, I will thank you to admit.
In the opinion of the most  candid
and judicious, the cheap publications
of Carlile and others, have had a
strong- tendency to inflame the pas-
sions of the more ignorant and lower
orders of the péople, already smarting
under privations from the want of em-
loyment; to destroy in them a belief
in the Christian religion and submis-
sion to the laws of their country. To
stop this torrent, which threatened to
overwhelm the peace and security of
the nation, Government, as the guar-
dian of the public tranquillity, seems
to: have thought there was no remedy
but the powerful arm of the law. In
opposition to this remedy it has been
strongly contended both from the pul-
pit and the press;. that Government

SIR,
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had no right to interfere with opinions
_in matters of religion ; that if Chris-
tianity had been assailed by foul argu-
ments, they should have been repelled
by fair ones, and not by the Attorney-
- General ; and, that the antidote might
have been circulated by the same means
as the poison was administered ; for,
if Christianity cannot be supported by
fair and sound. argument,. it cannot be
worth defending. —That Christianity
gives no support to persecution for
religious opinions, I should imagine
no rational and enlightened Christian
will deny ; but what may be clear in
the abstract, is not always reducible to
practice ; and an important question
resents itself in the present case—
Vas it practicable? 1 firmly believe
not ; and therefore think that Govern-
ment has exercised a sound discretion
in preventing the impending mischief,
and thereby preserving the public tran-

quillity. But let me not be suspected
of wishing to enter into any political

discussion, or of defending the conduct
of Government in all the measures
they. have adopted for the purpose.
For, as far as I can judge, the same
good ends might have been obtained
without recurring to the severity of the
late-enacted penal statutes, whereby
the liberty of the unoffending part of
the nation is so much abridged, and by
which Government have drawn upon
their own heads the severe condemna-
tion of the more enlightened and judi-
cious part of the nation. But my
object is not political, but to shew the
impracticability of convincing the Un-
believer in the Christian religion by
argument. ¥

_In the first place, of what use could
1t be to discuss the subject in cheap
publications with the labouring classes
of the people ? They are neither from
education nor inquiry capable of un-
derstandin—g the subject, or at all fitted
to unravel the perplexities in which it
18 involved. heir belief in Christi-
anity goes no further than a belief in
some of the discordant doctrines they

have learned from their different
teachers. It is. only then to the well-

informed. and enlightened objector to
the Christian revelation that argument
could hg applied, and his rejection of
Christignity does not arise from oppo-
Sitlon to it in its native purity, (for in
this. state it has never been proposed
to him,) but to its corruptions and

unintelligible doctrines, as they are
professed under different shades of
variety by all the churches in Chris-
tendom ; which doctrines their different
interpreters undertake to prove from
the New Testament to be the word of
God. Before I proceed te endeavour
to convinee the enlightened Theist of
the truth of Christianity, instead of
charging him with unreasonable preju-
dice, I will candidly confess to him
that, if I did not believe it upon other
and better evidence than that con-
tended for by the orthodox church, I
could not be a believer in the Christian
revelation ; but I hope, if he will have
the. candour and patience to attend to
the arguments I shall offer for believ-
ing it, to.produce in him the same
firm conviction of its truth which I
myself feel. In doing this I shall con-
sider myself as reasoning with an en-
lightened and candid unbeliever, and
shall examine his objections : for, as
Paley justly observes, ‘ the true Theist
will be the first to listen to any credi-
table communications of divine know-
ledge. He wishes for light ; his inward
veneration for this great Being will
incline him to attend to all that is
taught by a revelation that gives rea-
sonable proof of having - proceeded

Jrom him.”’

The first objection of the Unbeliever
is, that no revelation said .to be from
God, and received on historical testi-
mony, can he worthy of credit, if, from
its internal eyidenee, it contains doc-
trines contrary. to. the Divine perfec-

tions and - character .as discovered by

the light of nature ; such, he says, are
the doctrines embraced and professed
by all the churches in Christendom,
and said by them to be contained in,
and capable of proof from, the New
Testament, the writers of which, they
also affirm, were inspired. ‘ Now, on
such evidence,” says he, ‘1 cannot
believe in Christianity.”” The next ob-
jection, and a formidable one I confess
it is, is, “* How is it, if this revelation
be from God, that, after having been
promulgated almost 1800 years, there
are scarcely any two. interpreters or
teachers of the different doctrines which
they embrace, that can. agree upon
what it does teuch, though most of
them contend that their own creed is
necessary to.salvation?” He therefore
says, that “ A religion.of so much
contradiction, and uncertainty cannot
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be from God, but the visionary revery
of enthusiasts :>> he, consequently; re«
jects it altogether! Now as this is
the present state of the case between
the 8 1

tian, how is it possible, by arguments
drawn from the New Testament, where

alone they-are to be sought, to indulge
the Teast expectation of convincing and
converting him to Christianity? No,

Sir, it cannot be. "We must first prove
to him, upon better evidence, what
Christianity is in its own-native purity,
when freed from its corruptions, before
we can entertain a reasonable hope of
convincing him. - :

In an inquiry into the truth or false-
hood of the history of the Christian
revelation, the New Testament is the
only authority to which we can appeal,
and before we proceed to do so, it
will be n’ece,ssar{r to settle the point
maintained by all reputedly orthodox
churches, that the whole is written
under divine inspiration, and, there-
fore, ought to be received as true;
than this, nothing can be more ground-
less. For, by whomsoever insisted
upon, so manifest to the contrary does
it appear, on the slightest and most
superficial inquiry, that insisting upon
it 1s nothing short of laying the axe to
the root, and demolishing the Christian
revelation at a stroke—rendering it a
mere fable. The New Testament is a
volume containing the writings of many
different individuals, collected into the
present form, it is supposed, by a
council assembled at Laodicea in the
fourth century ; this is, however, in no
way material ; but they were certainly
selected from a much greater number
of books, written by professing Chris-
tians, extant at that time, and %-om, all
that appears, many of the books re-
jected were entitled to as much credit
as some Of those that were received,
and now form a part of the New Tes-
tament. The four Gospels profess to
<contain an history of t ew Cove.
nunt, offered by God to mankind

through the mission of Jesus, and to
record his life, rhinistry, death and re-
surrection, If these four Gospels had

been proved authentic, and ,
in the facts and principal circumstances
of the history, the most sceptical in-
quiger could have made no rational
\objeetion to the record from the books
themeselves ; but so discordant are.the

to each other, and mixed with suc

nbeliever and the orthodox Chris-

agreed

fictions aad fables, that, till we separate
this ' foul mixture from the plain and
simple truths contained in the authentic
record, all attempts to. convinee an
enlightened Unbeliever must be in vain.
Should he then ask why four  such
discordant histories were selected, he
might be told, by a father of the
church, Theophylact, that it was be-
cause they corresponded to the four
cardinal points of the compass, to the
four seasons of the year, &c. The
contents of all those books have been
received chiefly on the historical testi-
mony of men, many of whom were
remarkably credulous and Supersti-
tious, on which, as it appears to me,
undue stress has been laid, and not
sufiicient regard paid to the imternal
evidence, and much too little to the
more important evidence from pro-
phecy, which is the evidence of God
himself, and must be far above all the
testimony of fallible man, and that
evidence by which I hepe to afford

more satisfaction to the candid Unbe-
liever.

I believe, in stating the objections
of the Unbeliever, I have taken the
strongest, and omitted nothing impor-
tant. In replying, I shall reverse the
order and begin with the second objec-
tion; for 1 hope when I come to de-
monstrate to him what Christianity is,
when freed from the foul mixture with
which it is incorporated, his first ob-

jection will be removed, seeing that

Christianity is in perfect harmony with
the Divine perfections. The second
objection is, How is it, if Christianity
be from God, though it has been pro-
mulgated almost 1800 years, it is at
this time so unsettled and little under-
stood, &c.? In taking a comprehen-
sive view of the scheme of the Chris-
tian revelation, though we cannot fully
understand the means and end of the
Divine plan, because to the full com-
prehension of it our Limited faculties
are not adequate, yet we can discover
that it comes from God, by the sure
and unerring testimony of prophecy,
and that the corruptions which began
to take plave g0. soon after its- promul-
gution, and have continued under dif-
erent varjations .to the present time,
will be found to:establish two impor-
tant faets in proof ‘of- the truth of the
revelation. g‘he first is, that nothin

but the omniscienee of God dould,
through the inspiration of the Apostles,
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cu'cumstanﬁally the corrupnons Wlneh
would take place, which the co
testimony eof histery confirms,
which we see com to0. thls very
day ; thereby .proving that it must be
from God; an '8 part of that very plan
for -in -his wisdom he hath pro-
vided. And, secondly, that it is a satis-
factory. proof that: the books in which
these prophecies are found, must be
authentic, -And although - these cor-
ruptions -may; to our hmmted view,
appear an imperfection, yet the same
testxmo . of prophecy assures us, that
they be done away, that pure
Chnstlamty will ultimately prevail, and
that all will be finally glorious and

happ

Rfumerous are the prophecles in the
Old Testament relating to the mission
of Jesus which have been . completed—
but there is one in particular so:strik-~

ing that I must refer to jt; It is well
known that the Jews were.most care-
ful in the preservation of thé&ir Scrip.

tures, and that the books of Moses
must have been written many -ages
before the birth of Christ. Now Mo-

ses, in an address to the people, (Deut.
xviil. 15,) tells them, ‘“ The Lord your
God will raise up unto you from your
brethren, a Prophet like unto me ; to
him ye shall harken in all things what-
soever he shall speak unto you.” Such
an impression had this prophecy made
upon the Jews, that it appears from
their history that there was a general
expectation of the coming of this.Pro-
phet about the time of the birth of
Jesus ; now from. the time of Moses
to the ministry of Jesus,  there had
been no other prophet like unto him
(nor has there been any since that
time). Moses was the messenger of
the Jewish Covenant, Jesus was the
messenger of the Christian ; ; and so
clear and convincing was the applica-
tion of this prophecy to the person and
character of esus, thatwhen  Peter
was preaching :the new religion: to the
People, ,When referring to- it and shew-
Ing how it. was at-that time eompleted
before -their jeyes, it produeced such
convmtmnuin them, ‘“ that many that
ard ‘him believed, and the numbér: of

the men was aboyt- 5000.”” Acts iy. 4.
Here then i3 evidence, far exceeding
all human testimony; that Jesus was

'he ‘divmely«»appomted messenger of

- it will be necessary

~and then their eompletion.

the - New Covenaiit, ‘and that that Co-
venant was from:God. .

The bettér to convince: the Sc tic
to shew, first, that
corruptions. have been predlcted
St.  Paul
havmg informed the Thessalonians,
during ‘his ministry amongst them, of
the corruptlons that Wouﬁls take place
in the chureh, reminds them of it in
his second letter stating” to them,
that these corruptions had began to
work even-at' that very time ; that they
would go on “ till the man of sin
would be revealéd, the son of perdltmn,
and then,” (says he,)- ““ that wicked
{power] shall be revealed ‘eyen him;
whose coming is after the workm’g of
Satan, with all power and si and
lying wonders ; and for this cause God
will send them strong delusions that
they will believe (even) @ lZie.”” See
also 1 Tim. iv.1; 2 Tim. ifi. 13,
iv. 3and 4. The conc histories
of the echurch clearly inform us that
these corruptions have taken place.
They gradually increased after the
apostolic age, till by the clergy of the
orthodox apostate church, such a trade
was made of Christi , that men
were brought not only to believe the
grossest lies, but to pay for them also :
and from about the sixth or seventh
century, to the twelfth or thirteenth,
Chris amty was almost lost in a siitk
of the most abominable depravity. But
the same testimony distinctly assures
us, that'it would -not be lost, that a
few witnesses' would be preserved by
whom it would be raised from its de-
graded state, and that ¢ the ra shall
arrive, marked in resplendent cha-
racters in the décrees of heaven, and
to which the golden index of prophecy
continually points, ywhen ¢ the know-
ledge of the Lord sha.ll cover the earth as
the waters. cover the sea,’ and the reign
of truth, freedom, yirtue and happiness,
shall be nivefsal and’ everlasting.” *
From ‘the thirfteenth century light be-
gan to dawn uptm this darkness; and
the Reformation b Y L‘uther,\and above

the

all; the art of printing coming ‘tp its
aidl; 1éamér§ a.ndknowl e inéfenged
with atcelératéd speed .in’ thi§’pro-
gressivé march we see xt at the present

IIPEDRSSRE S
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time: and it is highly probable that
Christianity is now better understood
than at any time since the apostolic
age; .but there remains yet much rub-
bish to be removed, and the corrupt
doctrines of the orthodox church ex-
punged, before Christianity can be ex-
hibited in its native purity to the candid
and enlightened Theist. ~

[To be continued.]

SiR,  May 18, 1820.
N reading Mr. Harris’s Discourse
~entitled ‘¢ Unitarianism the only

Religion that can become Universal,”
I was particularly struck with a pas-
sage in the Appendix, on the difficulty
of ‘obtaining a single missionary, or
funds to support one, or even £500
to defray the expense of printing a
prayer-book and some tracts in the
Tamul language, except the example
set by a single congregation is fol-
lowed by the majority, which the
author does not appear to expect
from what follows.—‘¢ Till then we
must be content to be the laughing-
stock of every other sect, and repro-
bated, deservedly reprobated, for the
want of that zeal and that benevolence
without which the purest principles
are of little avail.”

I profess, Mr. Editor, to be an
inquirer after religious truth, and
believe the genuine Scriptures are the
on(liy depository of Christian principles,
and that every sect approach or recede
from the truth, as their creeds agree
with, or are contradictory to this sacred
authority. And as the first grand
fundamental truth there taught appears
to me the Unity of the Deity, I have
felt extremely anxious to know whe-
ther Unitarianism, in the aggregate,
was equally consistent with tgze pre-
cepts of Christ. For this purpose, I
have frequently attended Unitarian
chapels and eonversed with professors.
At the former, I have heard eloquent
discourses on varjous pgints, embel-
lished with beautiful ﬁqugs and argu-
mentative deductions of al "
strative” force, ;and yet have- generally
retired sensible of the propriety of a
quotation, by an orthodox friend, on
our ledving one of the first preachers
in the metropolis, » SR
“¢ If love be absent, I am found, *

Like tinkling brass, an empty sound ;”

.scarcely one who mal\fhpeal‘ed ‘equally

Imost demon-

Lukewarmness of Unitarians.

while ‘amongst “the latter, I have

‘found able disputants ‘on ‘contro-

versial ‘subjects, the Trinity, Atone-
ment, Philosophical Necessity or Free
Will, the powers of reason, &c., but

anxious for the cultivation of the
Christian graces of humility and love,
or the precepts of Christ as a superior
Teacher or Liord. While one sheltered
himself under the idea, that as he
believed fewer doctrines than others,
he was less liable to the charge of
professing hypocritically ; another, on
my asking what Unitarians thought of
the offices of Christ, and whether t/Zey
should not be more regarded, plainly
told me such questions proclaimed me
an enthusiast.

These observations and Mr. Harris’s
confession, I cannot reconcile with my
old-fashioned notions of the plain,
serious, unadorned preaching of our
Lord, level to the meanest capacity,
addressed equally to the understanding
and feelings of mankind, or to that
self-denial and ardent zeal which cha-
racterized the first Christians. How-
ever specious, therefore, however just,
indeed, the theory of Unitarians, I am
almost led to conclude, if these com-
plaints are general, that theirs cannot
be a correct system of theology—the
religion of him whose badge is love,
whose disciples are only to be known
by their fruits. What! are Unitarians
(rational Christians!) the only profess-
ors who expect the Deity to work
fresh miracles to propagate their faith,
and while hundreds of men are ready
to leave their native shores, and tens
of thousands of pounds are raised to
promote what they esteem gross error,
will they make no exertion to dissemi-
nate truth where no preconceived pre-
judice is to be overcome but what all
missionaries have equally to encounter?
Is not lukewarmness a fair confession
they esteem it altogether unimportant?
1 am aware that while one sect consider
the Deity inexorable, and that all men

‘who know not. the "Saviour will be

damned for ever, the 'other believes the
Almighty is:a; being: of 'infinite mercy
and benevolence. .But:is this a reason

for inactivity ? ‘Shall gratitide produce

no fruit, while fedr produces so much?
Do they believe the [Saviour ‘came t0
teach the most perfect code of: mora-
lity, and are theéy less anxigus that the
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wbg;lg wqud ﬁb@uld profit by it, than
those who. profess to make it @

secondary consideration? | Are th y
willing to allow the doctrmes commen
to all ‘sects.are less influential on thejr
minds than qn those of others? Is pride
of intellect, or the hum@le yu'tu,es
pronounced blessed by Christ self,
the most dlstmgulshed trait of Unita-
riapism? In a word, do they not
pracnca.l.ly admit the charge of their
theological opponents, that theirs is a
s stem of the haad without touchm%

e heart; that they can with equa
coolness work a problem in Euclid,
and examine the tru of revelat,tog,
not satisfied without demonstration, |
buthual,lyaﬁecped with the result in
either case?

{l catax;cgzg Mr. Harris’ :h address is
we to support the pos,mon
he advocates, but surely his Appendix
contains its complete refutatton. What
signifies the aptitude of the soil, (the
unity of God to J ewish, Mahometan
and Pagan prepossegsions,) if there is
no sower {0 sow, noY germe to vege-
tate, no warmth to fructify? It surely
is much more probable that after the
opposition of controversy ‘has ceased
to agltate, Unitarianism itself will end
in frigid mdlﬂ'erence. I confess I fear

to enter their circle, thqugh I ever

wish to remam
A BEREAN.

—-’—

Eztr wcts of Letters from Mr. Richard
Flower.

Albion, Illinoais,
Jan. 18, 1820,
mily, I think enjoy,
ve been here, much
Jand, and we
ﬁne In%rqn summer,

Y whole .

M. since we.
better health than
have en’]oxed t

which hag ,lgatgd i’ull tWo months,

most charming temperature, tge ' .e.r-
mometer.ranging fram 70 to 75.  'We
had On%y;t.ﬁr. t days in Navepiber,
and ope sn cl e to degreps ;
The weather,in Dec bﬁrwas equa

?“e dll Chriasas,day, when we had
sost wd pommuchmw sL apd

@ ;801 Very GO
Q‘J wbpﬁgw

-fered. I am rather

qu ﬂbﬂg& m rgm

‘l
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WGH You will §@£ dolerably. well has
a sugpicious sound';: I:.wjll therefore
allude to that term in:future, and state
the inconveniences’ ag well s the plea-
sures of the antu ~Wg§ggee eri-
enced considerable ineonvenience from
drought, and been obliged . to ;draw
water by carriage ,to the town, wllqse
wells did not supply: the, Jinhabitants
with a sufficiency, and the peqple (like
the Isra.ehtes) murmured .at; us, the
town praprietors, as much as ever that
stiff-necked pe0ple d.ld at Moses. 1 bad
no rock to strik &; wer {0 raise
W&terbymlrac ot‘any , and there-
ore applied industry and perseverance
make up | this deﬁcleney gnd offered
- ply them with fine Spring wWater
at :“f dollar per barrel, from a moat
delightful spring, found on George’s
estate, only eigl ¢ feet deep, and inex-
hanstlble. I had nearly two miles to
draw .it, but I lost noth;ng by my
contract and murmunng was a yed
Thxs want of water would have been a
serious objection to our settlement if
it had been local, but it has been an
unusual drought throughout the whole
of the Westem Count 3 such as has
been rarely experienced, and we have
been much better off than the people
of Kentucky; it has also awakened
our energies, and within half. a mile of
the town a delightful well has - been
opened, besides two others at a mile
and a half, so that no repl want has
been known, only inconvenience shf-
. icular on this
subject, as report had apread that aur
town had broke mp, our people scat-
tered, and disease gr evailed for want
of water, all which was nqtorm
false ; and, thrau mercy, 1 thi
-thﬁre have been fewer deaths .in - the
er of inhabitants . than:in any paxt
f ngland.  Another inconyenienge
m}lg drought was, the burning of
the prames much earlier than usual.
-‘Lhere 8 a gxandelu in this scene
opt indescribable and somewhat
%hmflmg We .sec whole prairies,
COntaining tth&nd ~of acres, like. xa
.5ea.or lake of re pscending ;. coly
A ,gmq}se 8o pffect the air, atmtnﬂ&
fog,of smoke, and_painful to.the.ejes
but after » few days all is..over] m‘i
the gky dlear and she. aix ?&mm hut

she ng'ttlﬁt !“9 lm 3 e
gpi ¥ 5 tt :m, G'J,lf
spmnp Is ﬁot unmoderatply Jvet,




they come out as fat as sheep from
Coleseed, anid afford profit to ,the
grazier. . Our ‘bullocks, which were
bought at 16 and 17 ‘dollars last year,
are now selling at Albion Market from
28 to 31 dolars each, paying nearly
eent per cent for nine months’ keeping’;
thus we are tlis year principally
graziers, having 200 acres enclosed and
more enclosing. George will have a
fine farm opened, an excellent garden
and young trees, and vegetables of the
mest luxuriant growth. It ought not,
however, to be concealed, that we are
much in want ‘of farming labeurers;
‘we ‘cannot get a regular ploughman,
arid a ploughboy is still a scarcer
commodity; ‘and -till we can get our
prairies once- broken, and go with two
horses without & driver, ploughing will
‘be difficult to get performed. Our
people put on the independent airs of
Americans, without either their natural
‘or noble independence, which disdains
any thing like servitude, but, as if
delighting to tease us gave them great
pleasure, they quit their work suddenly
‘and without reason; but we greatly
counteract this by keeping them out
of employ and our money in our
pockets, and pay gangs of Americans,
who come out and are always migrating
for a job of ‘work, and then return to
their farms. - We are also, in many
instances, destitute of women servants,
but then we have plenty of ‘helps, or
charwomen, who will come and work
by the day or half day, and then return
to their families. y wife has ma-
naged this business admirably well :
observing their disposition, she hires
‘them by the hour, sees well to them
for the time being, and generally gets
a whole day’s work done in a few
hours. 'This occasional assistance, in
addition to the services of Mrs. Carter
-and ‘a woman servant, makes us com-
fortably served. | |

On our retyra of Christmas-day, we
-invited our party as at Marden; we
assembled thirty-two in number. A
mere intelligent, sensible. collection, I
never had under my roof in England.
A plentiful supply of plum pudding,
roast beef and minee pies were at
table, ‘and turkeys in plenty, having
purchased four for a dellar the pre-
ceding week. We found among the
party good musieians, good singers,

couple, and the whole ‘party were

< 8ir,” said I,'*“ T 'am :

s, - you do not perceive that you are offer-

~and - the young peogﬁa ‘danced, nine - Ing a stronger:afy 61& 1 favour ¢
-'thgs Clirigtian institute' thar ‘any I can
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innocently happy and ‘cheerful durin g
the evex_xing-.‘ e
‘to say I
-and its comforts to the Illinois. -
‘my dear Sir, we are not in the least in

‘he compa:g*weré' leased
‘transferred old England
Thus,

want of society; and I would not
change my situation for any in Ame-
rica, nor for disturbed and tumultuoy

‘England. |

My efforts to assemble the people
to public worship have been successful :
our place is well attended, often from
40 to 50 people through winter, and
amongst our con%e{ation we often
number a part of Birkbeek’s ehildren
and servants. - Our singing is excel-

lent; our prayers, the reformed Unita-

rian service. The sermens which have
been read are from an author I never
met with in England, a Mr. Butcher;
they are, without exception, the best

practical Sermons I have ever seen.

Our Library-Room is well attended in
the afternoon; the people, improving
in cleanliness and sebriety, recover
their intellectual faculties, and interest
themselves in moral and Christian
converse. When ¥ arrived at Albion,
a more disorganized, demoralized state
of society never existed; the experi-
ment has been made—the abandonment
of Christian institutes and Christian
sabbaths, and living witheut God
the world has been faitly tried. If
those theologians in England who
despise the sabbath and laugh at con-
gregational worship, had been sent to
the English settlement in the Illinois
at the time I arrived, they would, or
they ought to have hid their faces for
shame. B ’s family played at
cricket, the backwoodsmen shot at
marks, their favourite sport, and the
Sunday revels ended in riot and savage
fighting ; this was too much for Infidel
nerves. All this also took place at
Albion ; but when a few, a very few,

‘better men met and read the Scriptures,

and offered prayer, at & poor contemp-

- tible- log-house, these ‘'revellers were

awed into silence, and the sabbath at
Albjon became decently quiet. One
of its inhabitants, of an Infidel cast,

- said to me, * Sir! this is very extra-

ordinary; that what_ the law could not
effect, so ' little an’ assembly meeting
for ‘worship “should have effected.

' mised that

“3ii favoyr of
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present. to yau. . If the re -.of
the’ Scn ture inc ngtegatmn has ‘had
such eflicacious .and: such wonderful
effects, you ought no longer to reject
or neg‘iect gwmg your attentlon to its
contents  and its: precious  religious
institutions,” 'Thus, my dear Sir, my
efforts for. the benefit of others have
been greatly Blessed. I appear at pre-
sent more satisfied with my lot, because
I pear to be more useful than ever :
ngland, all my attempts-at useful-
neas were puny cowmpared to what they
are here. Many; people here openly
express their gratitude to me as the
saviour of this place, which, they
must have dlspersed if F had n
arrived. This is engouragi
heart wounded mth atﬂxctxon as mme
has been, andxs mt_gmg me on to.plang
of future ysef ulness.. . A place ..fax
education, a s dayﬁchool and, above
all, a B;lble ‘s}n cletg, we  increase,
shall be my .aim endeavour I
have already abundant testimony. that
God will bless his. word, and if the
rest of my life should be spent in such
useful work and employment, my
death-bed will be. more calm than if I
had been taken from 'life before I had
‘arrived at this period of utility.. You
will, I trust, be able to appreciate the
station’ Prowdquce has placed me in,
and feel pleasure at this eommunica-
tion. My house, which is nearly
finished, is a comfortable one, and .can
boast a roof that neither Hertford nor
Marden could boast. It stands the
most drenching rains and drifting snows
without lettmg in any wet. 1 descnbed
it in my former letters; and while. I
am satisfied with the comfort it affords,
the Americans behold it with astomsh-
ment.
You would. have b en much amuse,d

if you had been, thg ys: a few weeks

since, when I, visit from Ca
Burke, a seﬂs ?gqnqwn;tglhgen
woods) %,me a ghost yisit,
Kut Off his ,busp %& at.he. mightfetch m
is wife, whie) e;py,wwexr?wgistm
Saw through, the, mx,., syreimel -
with "her . the; next y,,;a 6. delt
‘}’Eﬁ?%d to’ gﬁﬂ%‘%
ere W1fe
ever. see, gg?” Ha\fejvgt e
P%per-—-—l over 1om'
m”ﬁ‘?Y'sPR g%t:ﬁr %tt

. 4886

turning from these sights to the library,
“ Now;” "said he to my wife, ‘4 dbes
your . old gentlemen’” (for that is¥ui
title -here)  *“ read; .all thoae books?
‘“.Yes,” said she, c he; has read: mdst
of them.” * ‘Why if ‘1 wvas’ to resd
half them, I should drive: all’ thie little
sense in my bead out of it.? . ' I replied
that we read to increase our sense: anil
our knowledge; but ‘this untutored
son of nature could not- conceive-of
this till I took down a volume of Shaw’s
Zoology. * You, Mr. Burke;- are :@n
old hunter and- have met with .
snakes ".in- your -time. - I never: SAW
above one in na¥ life ; now if I ean tel
you -.as about your snakes -drd
deer sud bears and wolves, as muehor
mare than, yon know, you will see; tlie
uﬁe@@f hoqks.’% A read: to- hiiia de-
seription:of. the mttle snake, and-then
shewpd him' the plate, and so on. ,~His
attention, was 'arrested,. and :his- ﬂm’st
for. kpowledge fast . increasing. - #<1
never saw an Indian in my life, and
yet,”’ said I, ** I can: tell you all about
them.” I read again and shewed him
a coloured plate. ¢ There,”” said he,
‘“ wife, is not this wonderful, that-this
gentleman, coming so many - milés,
should know these things ftom books
only ?”> ¢ See ye,”” said he, pointing
to the Indian, *“ got him to:a turn.”
In short, I never felt more interested
for an hour or twp, to see how this
man’s mind thirsted after knowledge ;
and though he dreaded the ap earance
of .80 many books, -he seemed, before
he left, as if he could: spend his . life
amongst them.—Our Library is now
consolidated ; and, that the kind inten-
tions- of yourself and others may -not
be lost, and that your hames may: live
in our memories and be perpetaated to
future. generations, .I have; conveyed all
the. beoks: presented to ‘us in trust; to
the proprietors 'of the town for the: use
of ,;the. -Albion iLibrary ;. written: the
nagmes . of; the :donors:. in: them -apnd in
next Jetter I :shall, pro formd, be
to convey 0-you our united thanks
%\ thle ,bOO "y lmmdhi ‘Omaﬁhtﬂe
miration of trandlhm
ii‘em SRy, we hm"‘ew
d smore: in.ope year. t many
new aeutlements have. eﬂ‘ected
a well-supplied  Market, & (nedt: fplace
of worship, and & good Iabmlm» TR

r“ “'5 ' ‘.
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Norwich,
- - July 17, 1820.
WILL you give me leave to ré-
commend, throdgh the mediunin
of your M ¢, the case of the
Boston Umtanaﬁ @hﬁpel to the atteii:
tion. of the Fellowship Fund Societiés;
and of thoSe amdng us who have it it
their power to be liberal? I can testify,
Sir, that; in the subscnptlons which
they have made for the erection of their
neat. and commodious place of worship,
the congrégation have doiie their part
handsomely; and I trust that in this
labour of:love they will bé assisted by
the contributions of others who ‘are
able to do them 8o kind a $ervice.
After all that tliey have done, however,
they are still burtheiied with a ¢onsi-

siderable . debt, which the liberality of
their  brethren will, I hope, in & shert
time, enable them to liquidiite. From

my own observation, it'is a case which,
permit ‘me again to say, I feel great
confidence in recommeén
THOMAS MADGE.

: Sm June 10, 18‘20.
IN lookmg through your last Num-

ber my attention was particularly
attracted by the remarks of Hylas and
your Norwich Correspondent [ pp. 277
—280, and 291—294] on r Bel-
sham’s Three Sermons. Entertammg
the highest respect for Mr. Belshain’s
opinions, and feeling grateful to him
for the pleasure and advantage afforded
by his invaluable labours in the Chris-
tian vineyard, I was anxious to examine
for myself a work which, from the
representations of others, aF peared to
contradict .the first prineiples of - Dis-
sent. I may be mistaken, for we all
view things through the mediuin of otir
preconceived opinions ; and I am vBhe
of those who'have been’ taughit to think
that Chris iieeds no othér E‘a

nage from ‘the ¢ivil ma tnﬁe t n

ood example:; ‘that its
néej no:other; pwtdetio n-thit tl(ut die
to very man as a citizea matnowt
son :shoald bétaxed ’fbr‘the *nhpp‘d
another’s Faith and:: ples, 67 'bb
obliged ‘to :five- nuy ﬂoﬂi%r {t@u of his

own' than ‘tgzt
Ppersén is; in réhson, «dm g0 la
entitled not: onily %o ‘hold' dtiy

conscientioutly, butto ﬁabhsh'ﬁt
by speaking or writing without liabi-
lity to punishment, unless he can be

%ﬂh‘ﬁ'%

{ ."aiid'

gxb ébim as
And, tlgtyltis

fiidieted ds teabhing sginé si
définfte crline expressl
the laws of God- and
fiurder, treason, &e.
the duty of the magistrdte to protect
every one in the full enjoymerit of his
Feligiotis, as well as lis cnnl rights and
libertiés, without regagd to séct or
party, by the ohly meansin his power,
the unPanial ex‘eeutron of laws inflict.
ing 8 ard penalties
ith pén in hand I perused the
Sermons, and If you afe not crowded
in your next Nutber, perhaps you
will allow me to state how they struck
mé. Great part coﬂsiéts of encomiums
on the Christian relligioh, and a full
#ssént to so much will Be taken for
nted without *gmitmlaﬁzin But
he ediichision éIﬁi)EEd to be drawn
Ars to ne startling.

I am at a loss to un&e “ta:nd On the
contrary, it appears to me an unan-
swerable “Teason why the magistrate
sliould not mterfei'e dt all, ot at any
rate further than to use his exalted
sitaation as an oppmtﬁhity for becom-
ing @& _conspicious exHinple of real
Christian  condudt, arfd Preventing
bigdted zéal from ’brefakiﬁ;g Out ‘into
acts of violerice #fid injustice on
dccoant of &lﬁ'erences in religious
opinmn. |
As a Christian I tremble at the con-
sequences of g:‘!l‘mrtﬁli g the civil power
to interfefe raising fulids for the
eonstruction of re ous edifices and
thie éducation and s’up‘pbl‘t 'of thinisters,
{pp. 7—-—12t)l for it is_impossible to
fdr et ‘vhat has beeh. But this point,
reated by Mr. B., resolves jtaelf
rather into a question of political éco-
nomy, than éne df religivtis phhclple,
ahd as such, it'does'not appear difficult
to prove it 'n ‘cade ‘stiiet ‘within the
rule-—thiat ‘where '‘thére,is a demand

erg will be & %ﬁ% wnhom Tegi

Have ¢ x
Ke: ‘Yo Tedin, ‘thit ' Clirt ity is th
mamemy tile forgotten like
or ‘th&t it formis - &
shible wpef&n ‘to this general

v ‘which Mr B. admits
i "tﬂe cﬁ‘mé’e of fa-
swe -.r ‘_‘ . o, Mm

h indi‘hihg ‘dAréfith
didsg
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elected Calvinist to contribute towards
the diffiision"df Sbcinian infidelity ? ' ¥s
the reprobatéd Unitarian to be taxed
for the support of prinpi%lies at which
he shudders # « Poes not history teach
us to fear that tlie jealousy and bick-
erings :enge%déi'e'd by this system of
extortion and favouritism, however dis-
guised or palliated, will produce more
evil than can be balanced by #any pro-
bable good result? With respect to
the charge of' obsequiousness and
truckling in our Dissenting Ministers,
(p. 12,) I feel with your Norwich
C?ofrgs ondent. Surely the accusation
is unsubstantiated by facts and founded
on false theory. Is it not reasonable
to expect that the man whose labours
are remunerated by small contribations
from many, will be mote independetit
of each and all, than he who is ap-
pointed a‘_nd'paié by one or a few, wil
Ee from the controul of the one or the
ew ? .

I beg paidon for the expressich, but
is it not preposterous to expect (p. 15)
that the c¢ivil power will ever be vested
in the hands of beings so Superior to
the présent racé of madn, as to afford a
reasonable hope of- their exercising a
discretion so sotnd and liberal, 'in ‘pro-
viding for the spiritual wants of “every
individaal, that we should be benefited
by the suitender of our dearest liber-
ties, and by ‘trusting implicitly to re-
ceive a share of patromized Christi-
anity, ‘each ac¢cording to the measure
of his deserts or necessities? When
our governors are become so0 ‘exqui-
sitely perfect, mhay we not fairly mect
that the whole world will have arrived
at that blesged state in which Govern-
ment may be dispénsed with, as no
longer constituting a necessary evil?
- No Christian ¢ould ever object to

%7

of the disciple of the lowly Jesus ; o
is thtt disciple become greater than his
Master? ' @~

 Mr. B., a Dissenter, the dectared
atid formidable enemiy of ¢réeds, the
boldest of innovitors, advocatitg' (.
18) public taxation for the constriction
of places of worship, in which 'a Ne-
tional Liturgy is to be estiblished,
“in order to protect the décorimi of
public worship from rash and fivpfical
innovators’’! . Alas! are not even- the
wisest of us liable to be bétrayed iito
inconsistenicies ? - Is- it not - prébable
that by the time theological feeling: hixs
subsided to tlfe  state in which this
Riturgy could be agreed upon, and the
doctrinal test, (p. 15,) that Jestis
Christ is & teacher sent ‘from God
should be deémed a sufficiént point
of union, Christians will have beéome
go enlightened, so trily Christian, that
Mr. B. himself would gladly abindon
his' own plan of patronmage andl Ta-
vouritism, ‘a8 not otily unnecessaty but
impossible? I8 it nét probable” that
the Milleninm will have arrived before
this impeffect scheme can be realiséd 2
Should vwe not be seeking Utopia aild
neglecting Elysium? =~ - U0
~Myr. B., hayving in his first-Sérmon
sketched ott ‘his plan of patfohape,
proceeds in the second to establish its
propriety in answer to all objéctors;
And here he has full need ‘of ‘all his
own actuteness and h against his
“ "sgecibps”'o ponents, and it'is pretty
evident that, likeé other combatants, he
is not 'so strong in a bad as’in a good
cause. o o
It cahnot indeed be denied to Mr:

B., that the ac¢eptance of thé Parlia:

ment grant (p: 29) is a sacrifice of
the “s%dy princliple ‘of Dissent, and
those who approve of it cannot with

see Christianity familiar in 'otir courts consistency object to magisterial inter-
and parliafyénts, (p. 17,) reighing in feremce gbsdlutely, but solely tb -the
the hearts and goveérning the dctiony of amount. ¥t is, indeed, sometimes said
all in “atithority. ‘But a “ dited thwmt Dissenters are fairly entitled to
front”! ‘I3 Royulty - insi ¢ it by way of remuneration for what is

approach of - Christia:
less tricked' out in Taw
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policy, to the feelings and the wishes of
every individual in a Christian state,
if ministers of the gospel of peace were
Hable to be dragged:from the per-
formance of their duties, duties of
incalculable importance to human ha
piness, and to be forced into the a
horred and villainous trade of human
butchery! It is sufficiently cruel and
disgraceful . to Christendom, that we,
who are not so much withdrawn from
worldly affairs, nor so peculiarly de-
voted to the promot;on -of the dearest
interests of m d, should be torn
from our homés and useful occupa-
tions, to endure every species of hard-
ship at the command of petty despots,
to fool away our lives in furthering the
mad schemes of wicked ambition, and
commit the heinous crime of murder-
ing our fellow-creatures, who, unof-
fending - and unoffended, are in like
maener compelled to murder us for
the gratification of incarnate devils
sent upon earth to scourge mankind.
Does consistency require the Christian
mmlster to participate in these horrible
crimes, lest by availing himself of ex-
emption from the t’s general con-
scription, he should appear. to. admit
the right of magisteri
matters of religion? If, indeed, he is
an advocate for war, 1 shall not trouble
myself with attempting to reconcile
his ipconsistencies.. Again : the office
of church-warden—by what rule of
pohc can a Dissenting Minister, or
issenter, be call on to un-
dertake the management of church
revenues and regulations, except upon
Mr. B.’s principle, (p. 36,) that.the
peace of the whole requires the mino-
rity to submit to the majority, and
when the majority dlspenses with the
service, what more can be said? The
objection, to serving. the office of over-
seer of the poor is not so strong, yet
the pecuhar duties -of ministers ma
without any. sacrifice, of principle,
urged, not so much i m a religious as 'm
a political point of view, | And, if the
question were tried by the proper
tenm, and the decxsmn made by the
eflt;mm;e sovereign power ip matters
policy, the people—the theq would
be unammous, and ‘ministers: be ‘ex-
empted without endangenng religious a
hbextﬁmand without expoamg the pre-
sent. Dissenter to the charge qf mccm-
sistenecy.

mterference in.

Rensarks on Mr. Belsham's Three mmam'.

r. B. then mceedﬁ to. consider
_answer serafim. the, obj .,,ts,ons
which may be -magde; tQ. his plan o
patronage.
To the first, his xeply (p- 35) is

| merely, that he sees, p% QMBCBOD to

public encouragement of @ ion so
excellent. \Vahgn does? . L, ?’thge nila-
gl..trate respect v1rtue, empio
ability thh(?ut regard to&nks‘ ul;sth
opinions ; let him not, in the 3pirit of
exclusive bigotry, depnve his country
of the assistance of its most valuable
citizens, merely 'because by daring to
think for themselves they differ from
the herd ; let him not behead a More,
burn a Rldley or Latimer, or banish
from Cowrt a Fenelon ; let him not
promote the time-serving renegade or
the canting slave to the highest offices
in Church and State; let him not
scare_away blushing modesty and in-
sulted religion b converting the palace
into a seraglio ; let him discountenance
and disgrace the bad, whilst he patro-
nizes and honours the good; let him
stand forth a conspicuous example of
the true Christian. It is enough;
Christianity asks not, she dreads, she
deprecates, any other patronage.

o the second he replies, (p. 36,)
that if it be the sense of the majority
that there should be a favoured Esta-
blishment, the minority must yield, in
order to maintain peace and good go-
verament. Yes, and when the majority
determme upon oing to war or any
other iniquity. But are the minority
to approve, as well as obey? Does it
not rather become an imperative duty
on every dissentient individual to exert
himself in propagating more enlight-
ened notions, and endeavouring to con-
vert the majority? And ought not
Mr. B, now to be found. labounng with
the minority 2 .

-To ; the.. ‘third he reghes, (p 37,)
that, tl\ege are many truths .which do
not -exeife  attention progprt.lonal to
their lmpgytance, d_are, therefore,
to, be_patronized. - Byt is- Chyistianity
one af these? In t,qquml;y ‘or age
has it .been fopnd ao ug erqsstmg?
Has o sal}ger mgre fr  ATisen

m pv r ex tement w ep t mpere

t te, from
m by, mmsm € {nu dtide ?

h)' a:n§ ,neglect m. t he

at are th d%f the non -mter-'
ference sygtem.ﬁ gi;a ‘an 1re
he age " m’ra' épt i {w e lhgi irev“ved'




Remarks on Mr. Belsham’s Three Sermons.

(p. 40) in support of Christianity, when
qno longer fed with extorted revenues,
nor held up in the imperial or parlia-
mentary leading-strings of favouritism ?
Does Mr. B.. find his cause so weak as
to be driven to the necessity of insinu-
ating, (reply to fourth objection, p.
41,) that we entertain the absurd no-
tion that human means are not neces-
sary for its propagation? - Is it a
matter of course that the civil power
will exercise only a discreet and liberal
interposition, and employ only the
wisest and most efficacious .means of
advancing the true interests of Chris-
tianity # -What says the page of his-
tory, and what guarantee can Mr. B.
offer us for the future? What reason
have we to expect that legislators and
magistrates, will become perfect, whilst
the multitude remain what they are?
And if the multitude improve porpor-
tionally, what occasion shall we have
for Mr. B.’s special new invention—
these priests and %overnors upon the
entire new principle of pure, disinte-
rested, liberal, impartial, favouritism ?
And if, as is sometimes the case with
projectors, it should turn out that Mr.
B. has been too sanguine in his expec-
tations, what temptation have we to
trust the interests of religion to the
operations of the old species? -

To the fifth he replies, That the
success of the primitive ages, without
patronage, cannot be drawn into a pre-
cedent In present times, for .that it
arose from the novelty of the events
and the strong impression of the mira-
cles. From which, of course, we are
to infer, that when this advantage was
gone by, its place was well supplied by
a Holy Alliance between Church and
State. But perverse curiosity and in-

uisitive scepticisn having induced

rotestants and Dissenters to search
if all was right, and at length to dis-
turb this noble arrangement, we are
now to be accommodated withk a hew
combination of priestcraft and state-
craft, so preciously blended; that with
the magic of Chemistry, each 'is to
neutralize the deletérious, properties
of the other, and of two poisons.is to
be prodiiced a medicine, mildias mo-
ther’s milk, and universally. efficacious
a8 Dr.Solomon/s Cordial. - ‘But since
thesé¢ miracles: have served their:tuirn,
‘and 30 loiig becoine antiguated; would
1t be -a! sin tovpry intoithé necessity of
eitliéy contfnuirig ithe present: BiolyiAl-

of joyous light and
-'The force of the sixth objection (p.47)

469
liance, or of forming any new treaty ;
ahd ag) suggest, whether, the Fr'ess', with
its adcompanying increase of education
dnd enlightened :liberality, may .not
have superseded the utility of any, far-

' ther union between the .two ecrafts?

Dissenters will surely not join in the
shout—<¢ Grea#¥is Diana of Ephesus.”’
That errors soon-crept into the Church

(p. 44) is lamentably true; but . ecan
we agree with Mr. B., that the esta-

blishment of favouritism prevented the
increase of error? Do not facts. sub-
stantiate what reason would eonjecture,
that the passing clouds. of . error were

detained and aceumulated into. the
-thick darkness of night, a long, k;g
night; and-that light has been:réstore

to the Christian world, enly in propor-

.tion as the storms of Reformation and

the breezes of Dissent have dissipated
the settled and accumulating gloom 2
The, shores of patronage wear an en-
ticing appearance, and have in all ages
led thousands to. make shipwreck of
faith and a good conscience, but now
the record of history stands a conspi-
cuous and imperishable beacon to
warn us against the dangers of the
illusive coast. ~ '
Under the system we advocate, such
protection as that afforded to Paul of

Samosata, (p. 47,) would not dazzle,

the momentary meteor of midnight,
but continually shine, the summer sun
genial warmth.

is so far admitted hy Mr. B., and his

palliatives so. similar to those already
noticed, that any

remark would be
tautology. To the seventh he replies,
first, (p. 54,) that Christianity owes
its existence, under Providence, to the
protection of the civil power, and pro-
duces as a proof, that in -Asia, the
sword has.exterminated Christianity,
while in Europe, where it formed an
alliance with the civil power, it has
always maintained itself. Now if the
alternative were between persecution
and patronage, if there were no middle
and better course, this argument, from
the. contrast of the two evils, would.be
relevant ; .and perhaps in the dire. di-
lemma we should submit to patronag

upon the principle, (p. 59,) that Chns-
tianity under any form . is_bettexithan
no: Christianity. -Butthis-is not com-

ing. to the pojnt at isﬁpd;,.asa' he advo-
‘eates for non-interference -arve:natcon-

tending. foi one in preference to- the
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other, but deprecate both as positive
evils ; the one, because it mnﬁle&es :
the other, beeause it corrupts Chnsu-
anity. -And I protest I cannot conceive
a stronger confirmation of their argu-
ments than the combined history of
persecuting. Asia an%?atromz ing Eu-
rope. If an . ere sent from
heaven to teach the non-interfereaee
system, :could he make the matter
plainer, or place it ih a more s

oint of view? True it is, that in
%m-ape Christianity survived the hated
connexion. Byt O how altered! That
God should permit this horrible war
upon his church in one region, and
this little less horrible alliance in ano-
ther, is indeed a mystery, unless it were
mtended to fix indelibly on every mind
the grand truth for which we now so
earnestly contend, that -Christianity

equally abhors persecution and patro- -

But that the black, the bloody,
the dxsgraceful pa.ge of e(,clesw.sncal
history, should be adduced as a proof
that tianity depended for its ex-
istence apon civil patronage, does a
jpear most-astonis il Mr. B.
wventure to affirm, that if Christianity
had neither been persecuted nor patro-
mnized by the civil power, it would have
ibeen ‘lost to the world, and that we at
the present moment should have been
Pagan :idolaters, worshiping stocks and
stones ? 'If not, why does he print, in
large letters, that the existence of
‘Chrigtianity is, under Providence; EN-
- MIRELY. OWING TO THE PROTECTION
AND PATRONAGE OF THE CIVIL POWER?
Should he not rather have said, that
the corruption of . Christianity is, by
Divine permission, entirely . owing to
the lpro‘teotum .and_patronage of the
civil power # WMNothing can 'be more
totally groundless than thxs argument
from :history appears, and yet ‘it is
-evidently the:basis of all Mr. B.’s rea-
-8oning, the foundation of all his newly
;(; quired notlous on :the .subject (p.

)
'frequentl Teeurs, and which he. seems
'to consider unassailable. Surely :it is
:the ignmis ‘fatuus which rhas for .once
-dazzled :and 'misled ‘him, ;as he was
-groping-about: m}the gloom of the dark

-ages.
His .secontd and thind re plies (pp. 59

-there'is much.good in ﬂlmisnﬂuty, eyen
-in 468 .most ossed and i ed
.state, to whichwve most cheerfull

-tend, was .very
'whxch he :has now stated, .viz.

It 38 1@ favourite to which he .

'v,mulus B
-and- 62) ‘are dm -elaborxate sproef that

Christiunity-requiring the Pdtrdnale ¢f the Civil Power.

sent ; bus we will never admit it as »
reason fordepressing and degrading it,
by placmg it wader the patropage of

OWer.
Hxs ourth reply {p 6-3) is, that
though *° mach savage

persecution has teken plags under pre-

tenee of supporting and protecting the
Christian re? Qn,” _yet * that even
this state of : is net without its
use.” Certainly, @s our poet sings,
All partial evil’s universal goed,
All discord harmony, nog understood

But this is a double- sword
rous for mortal hand to

wield r. B. would scarcely advocate
the do eyil that good may come, or
antlc:patc utjon among the bles-

gings of his new Holy Alliance. If,
however, he does, I am not prepared

to deny him this solitary advantage.
Having gone thro the two first
Sermons, I find T should he trespassing

unreasonably by any remarks at pre-
sent .on the third, and Hylas s Letter.
I am sure Mr. B. will forgive any ap-
parent warmth of feeling or freedom
of expression. '
N ADVOCATE FOR A RELIGIOUS
COMMONWEALTH. |

o*—

July 14, 1820.
R. BELSHAM says, [p 347,}
that ‘“ some of yaur Correspon-

SIR,

~dents, whose zeal seems -to outrun .
‘their .information, appear to be despe-

rately angry with ane for having pre-

sumed to assert that Christianity might

‘be benefited:by the liberal and judicious

interference of the .civil power,” Now,

Sir, I beg to observe, that the principle

t which I endeavoured to con-
different from that
N {4 That
Christianity required the support and
patronage .of the civil poiver.” Either,
therefore, the Reverénd Gentleman
‘has forgotten .what he .preached and
printed, .or’he mayhavebeen. canvineed
by-his.third Sexmon, shat the nncxple

~which he enforced in  his firs
-untenable, mnd tbe xdeslmm of backmg
.out. -

1 s very happyhto see pugh.a.change
B mpmn tbib fpomt adl

Mﬂl‘ﬂmﬂ”v-'l
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(Contmued from p. 408)

ITHERTO we have considered

what are termed the natural at-
tributes of the Deity ; let us now
make some reflections on the mora/
ones, namely, his holiness, justice and
goodness.

Hohness in man, is sSaIlctlt of the
heart and obedience of the life, in the
sincere and diligent performance of the
duties of piety, benevolence, and self-
government, according to the light
and means afforded him, natural or re-
vealed. It is not a humamty without
godlmess, or, ‘“ a saintship without
humanity ;> for such are imperfect
characters : but the union of faith and
works, piety and chanty aand in pro-
pomon to our attainments in these
mdxs ensable and connected duties of

n,are the degrees of our holiness
virtue.
The holiness of the Deity consists
in the purity, rectitude and perfectlon
of his nature ; and cannot be separated,
even in idea, from bis essential be-
kgmty We may possibly conceive
power, wisdom, and knowledge,
without goodness; but cannet thus
’Bprehen the attrthte of holiness.
should instantly reject the notion
of a holy man, or a holy angel, with-

an

out benevolence; and cannot avoid

connecting these ideas in our concep-
txons of ie Divine holiness. *“ He is
g onons in holiness,” and to be wor-
ed “in the bpmty of holiness.”
is helmeﬁs lies ina gonfamtm

amdﬁz)r”t sw dﬁ is 4

dispensations, gz qﬁwmww is glo-
:;04},“ ed Qq {omn, iﬂw . hate. hirgs
> Mgl %mmzy .

God adjud

" | '_'.1 75 WWM'L— T e wmmdw ®

ﬁan s idolatzy; is xrue sant:my m

9 %

,ia» he tgkeq%ﬁnm@eﬁgktaud

complageney (so fp. ). in.the cov-
templatmn Qf hls g:;k ‘tramscendett
excellet ies ym:ea&hmd: 3 4
wapds reflection ¢ ¢ae: per-
fections m Hm{mm

qmatur
areelua,medto be holy in curmm

and degree, “asGodxsholy, and. pcn-
.fectashexs

- It is true, this holmess mcludes hn
perfect and infinite hatred of sin ; but-
this, mmply considered, appears to-he
no bar against a change in the meoral
state of the sinmer, but rather ;nnphes

the contraliy
Vhat is hatred of sin, as

attnbnted to God ?-—»If we eonsider
this, as it is in ws, a passien of -the
soul 60 it-is not in God. The absolute

rfectum of his nature excludes it.

ut God’s hatred of sin, is his perfect
aversion of it, as contrary to himself :
an averaion thhout pertnrbataon, as
with us, and is nething but his hely
will and nature averse to sin: to sin,
as sin, and not sin, as jt is in this or
that person. He can no more lovesin
in his own J)eople, than in the worst af
men. God bates nothing but sin pvi-
marily ; therefore he forbids nothing
but sin, and all his Judgments axe
threatened only against it, and sin js
the only procuring cause of their exe-
cution. It is true, he hates the persons
of wicked men, but not es men or
creatures simply, but only as sinfal
creatures. He hates them for gin, and
for nothing else.” 4

To the same effect, speaks another
orthodox writer, Mr. Burkitt, on Rom.
ix. 10: ** Nothing renders apy -one the
object of God’s hqtred bnt sin. He
does not hate the Devil himself, as he
is hig creasture, hut only as a sinper:
ges none to eternal erdm(m
but with respeet to sin:” so that‘the
y‘lﬁnite holiness of God, in itself con-

8 wly to mqmm a change
the morx he transgresgor;
h}u not necessarily hls everlasting pu«
ishment; .
it,\ﬁ this leadp us sto congider 3&_0
ite Joekics * “Pl'em "
pm!mﬂ w igh ﬂmut@o s
M\mi
I%& %
iiq m mﬁll 6'( il m* i
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“ Justice,” says Dr. Hartley, ““is
that which gives to every one according
to his deserts ; at least as much as his
good deserts require, and not more
than 1s suitable to his evil ones.”” This,
though an accurate definition of human
justice, may ‘be thought not strictly
applicable to the Divine ; for since the
‘Dreity gives to all, and receives from
none, how can he be considered as
obliged to the performance of any par-
ticular action?’ But e must beware
lest here, as well as in other respects,
from erroneous principles, we misre-
present the Divine character and con-
duct, and tarnish, as far as in us lies,
one of the brightest jewels in the celes-
tial diadem: nor need we entertain
any.doubt or hesitation in this matter.
For though, as Creator, the Deity
places his creatures in different: cir-
cumstances, both of mind and of body,
and in his providential dealings respect-
ing nations and individuals, acts upon
principles of which we cannot always
discern the reasons; yet, as a moral
Governor and a final Judge, he pro-
ceeds according to known and esta-
blished rules, and continually appeals,
in his holy word, to the minds of his
rational offspring as to the equity of
his dispensations. ‘“ Are not my ways
equal?”’ < He shall judge the world
in righteousness, and the people with
equity.”

There is a variety of important con-
siderations in religion arising from
reflections on the Divine justice, which,
if the reader’s patience be not quite
exhausted, may admit of further am-
plification : and a leading one on the
score of natural theology, in proof of
a future state, depends upon this great
principle ; ahd the argument amounts
to this—that if there be one virtuous,
miserable and oppressed person in the

world ; or one prosperous, habitual

transgressor, there must be a future
state :* because, without this, we can-
not cherish satisfactory and adequate
ideas of this glorious perfection. For,
though we can infer the being- and
bounty. of the Deity from the things
that are, and his holiness and justice
in themselves, from ‘the' netural ten-
dencies of things, which in their cor-
réspondent effects mey ‘B¢ considered
agancipient punishmeénts ‘and rewards ;
yet, his absoluteé; strict, remnmunerative,

* Wéolkaston’s Reli-&.fbh'bf\ﬂafure.

- Modorn ' Orthodox” Notion of Future Punishmént.

perfect, ‘and impartial’ justice, remairls

veiled "béhinda dark cloud, not to be
withdrawn till the great day of rétribu-
tion; when, by means unknown to the
disciple of nature, but more explicitly
revealed in the gospel, the Master of
the house shall return and demand an
account of his “servants, when ¢ the
righteousness of the righteous shall be
upon him, and the wickedness of the
wicked shall be upon him.”

For if we begin with zanrimate mat-
ter, though the term justice may not
here be strictly proper, yet it is plain
that, when created and modified, there
are certain uses, fitnesses and relations
to which it is applicable, and to which
other uses and applications would be
utterly unfit. Thus we cannot suppose
such a glorious body as the sun, formed
merely to shine in empty space as in a
trackless desert, where neither his light
nor heat could be of any use and ad-
vantage. Accordingly, we find that it
is placed in the centre of numerous
revolving globes, filled, as we justly
believe, with proper inhabitants, where
scarcely one ray of his splendour is
lost, enlightening, fructifying and ani-
mating the whole. Nor can we imagine
that a world of inanimate matter would
be created, furnished only with herbs
and trees and flowers ; or, at best,
with insects and birds and beasts and
fishes ; since all these, from the defect
of reason, are confined to a narrow
sphere ; could never regulate the sub-
ordinate parts of nature, nor offer any
oblation on the divine altar, in returns
of veneration, gratitude and praise :
accordingly we read, that when all these
were prepared, ‘‘ there wanted yet a
man to till the ground.”” Nor was
man himself, though constituted lord
of all below, and favoured®with fre-
quent divine communications, sufficient
to his own happiness. Paradise itself
required the superintendence of a ra-
tional agent, and paradise itself would
have been a desert, without the bless-

| in%sI of correspondent society.

ow, what i _fitness or rectitude as
to inanimate matter or inferiér beings,
acquires the name of justice when ap-
plied to rational agents:; for, though
the . Deity cannot, properly: speaking,
be indebted to his' creatures, eg:;tj he
will ‘bejust -to: his own 'perfectjons,
and ultimately tredt them ‘aécording to
their moral chiaractes snd-styte; 'and
thieréfisre, though'iy i stractly thite to

LY
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affirm that a thing is: »igks, ‘because
God dothiif; yét it'is equally true -that
hie doth-it beerirge itis right. < Thowgh:
he is’ undgr: no law without himself;,

t liehath:d law in his own nature:?’*

hus; as just observed, we cannot sup-
pose, upon ‘the principle of mere jus:
tice ‘only, that he would suffer an inno-
cent being, or. (if you dislike the term)’
a rational being in a state of positive.
favour with his Maker, to lie long
under oppression, torment and misery,
without some remuneration here ‘or:
hereafter. ‘This would be utterly in-
compatible with all our ideas of divine
justice. - oo T

And in this' view, the'life, death,
resurrection: and glorification - of cur
Saviour Jesus ‘Christ, furnish a striking'
and important argument. Our Lord
was not impeccable, or incapable  of
sinning, for then he could have had no
merit ; but he was immaculate, or
never did actually transgress. He never
committed any act which had the for-
mal nature or essence of gwuilt. He
was subject to every human infirmity,
and ““ in all things tempted as we are,
yet without sin.” ¢ Other saints may
possibly have excelled him in the exer-
cise of particular virtues : John Baptist
was a greater mortifier than' Jesus
himself; and if we observe his whole
history, though without sin, yet the-
instances of his piety were the actions
of a very holy, but of an ordinary”
(imitable) “¢ lite. The lives of some in
ecclesiastical history seem told rather
to amaze and to create scruples than
to lead us in the evenness and serenity
of a holy conscience; and they appear
to be represented holy by way of idea.
and fancy, if not to promote the inte-
rest of a particular family or institu-
tion; but our Lord, in his extérnal
actions, where alone he is imitable; did
s0 converse with men, that they, after
his example, might for ever converse
with him. Some have had -excreseen-
cies and eruptions of holiness in un-
commanded duties, which, in the same
particulars, we' find not in the life of*
Christ ; but Aere is the distinction—
they that have done the most beyond
have also done some short of their duty.
In the greatest flames of their shining
virtues they prevaricated semething of
the commandment ; but no man ever
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‘did his whole duty, save only the holy:

Jesus.” * C
- Hepee it is ‘worthy of: remark, that
in-all the personal prayers. of Christ:
upon: record, though :we meet with:
every other essential requisite of prayer
—lumility, adoration, submission, . pe«
tition, and thanksgiving ; yet we never:
meet with the smallest allusion to that!
which always constitutes an essential-
part In our prayers—confession of sin.s’
for he had no s)i'ns to.cm{;es's.' ad o
Having thus briefly considered the:
remunerative justice of the Deity; a8
eminently exemplified in the person of
our: Saviour, we shall offer a few more
remarks on his punitive, or, as eom~
monly termed, his vindictive justice. - -
+Jt will ‘be- acknowledged by all,. as:
alreatly observed, (except by the gloomy:
advocate .of unconditional reprobation;):
that this phrase can be applied to the.
Deity only figuratively, and that we:
had better use the term windicative
than vindictive ; rage, hatred and re-
venge being the most abominable and
detestable passions that we can ima-
gine in men or devils, which we cannot
for a moment suppose in the idea of
an angel, and which are infinitely im-
possible to be regarded as subsisting.

1 the Divinity, before whom ¢ the

heavens are not clean, and who chargeth
even his angels with folly.”?” ¢ Ven-
geance is mine, and I will repay, saith
the Lord,” is urged by St. Paul, as a
reason for not avenging ourselves, be.
cause God alone is the proper judge of
actions, Rom. xii.; as if he had said,
You are incompetent. judges of men’s
hearts, and of . the motives of their
conduct; resist, therefore, every ten-
dency to a spirit of maljce or revenge ;
leave the punishment of the delinquent
to God, who alone knows when and
where and how to punmish, and who
will finally do you ample justice; for
he hath said, speaking after the manner
of men, ‘“ Vengeance is mine, and .I
will repay.” Do you, therefore, ““ give
place unto wrath,’” and ‘‘ overcome evil
with good,”” and thus you will fulfil
the ‘enigmatical advice ofythe wise man;
and . ‘“ heap coals of fire”
heads of your enemies ; you will either
be fully satisfied of the Divipe equity
in their punishment, or melt . them.
down into another temper and-dispo-

u_Yon-, the

* Wisheart.

4

* -Bishop Taylor's Life of Christ.
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sition, and convert evén an enemy into’
a friend. _ . .
_Rejecting, thersfore, the:idex of infi-
nite vén or imsplacable wrathy
which are one and thi¢ dame, as attesly
inapplicable’ to the Diviie character,
we may comsider the panitive or vin-
dictive justice of the Abmighty a¢ &
branch of his: justice in the abutruct,
‘“ which is nothing else but the abso-
lute rectitude and perfection of his
nature ;’ * and in a relative view, as
‘“ that invariable will, by which a total
difference will be made between the
righteous amd the wicked—the former
most gloriously rewarded, and the lat-
ter severely panished:’”4 but if there
be any force in the preceding argu-
ments, there is nothing that we can
coneeive in the simple idea of divine
justice, either in an absolute or relative
gense, which should lead us to conelude
that the sufferings of the impenitent
will be strictdly and properly everlast-

mgBut it is said, that sin 13 an infinite
evil, because committed against an

infinite being. Far be it from any of us
to detract from the essential evil and

malignity of sin! It is-that one great,
comprehensive evil, which the Serip-
tares, perhaps obsecurely, intimate to
have proeured the fall of some of the
angelic hosts, which banished Adsn
fromi paradise, brought diseases amd
death mto the world, and which, while
mherent in the rational mature, must
for ever sepurute from the Divine pre-
sénee and favour. But the question
Aere 1s not respeeting the nature of
sin in the adstracet, as te which there.
eani be ne dispute ; but as to its abso-
hute perpetnity, either in itself or in its
effects ; and we employ words without
ideas, if we say, t in these seuses
sin is an infinite eyid.

To say that tin 8 eternal and infinite
in its own natwre, is manifestly absard,
as well a¢ impious: it is to tevive the
ancieiit error of the Manickees, who
hold an inteMigens priveiple of evil,
oternally opposing' and counterscting
the ness and energy of the Deity.
Such a notion, in the present state of
religious light and kniowledge, you will
scarcely venture to espouse. Would
~you then, on the other haad, mvest with

the attribute of infinity, ax aveident, o

» Wisheart. + Petitpierre.

Modern ¢ Orthodox’® Netion-9f Euwture Punishmiewt.
Jacultyy o miere privatiom, the  birth. of

tinse:; which ean only sybsist in ereated
natresjand which, in the pexson of our
Satieni;and probably of many of those
saperior beings whe; in “the - immea-
surable scale of the intelleetnal world,
‘¢ left: ;pot -their: fitst, estate,” : never
subsisted at.all?  To. say; that sin will
be: mfinite in s gffcers,, is the very
proposition we have been endeavenr;
to disprove ; and whicl we' maust ?:f il
decline to receive, tilk we see better
reasons produeed for it than those
which: have hitherto been daffered.

It is true, all sin is comsnitted againss
an Infinite Being ; it is enmity against
God, in its nature, thouglh net always
in the ntention of the sinner.  Henece
David says, “ Against thee only have
I sinned ;*’ nevertheless, as Job ob-
serves, it cannot reach or ‘“ extend to
him.”? ¢‘'Thy wickedness may hurt a
man as thou art, and thy righteousness
may profit the son of man.”.

Nor cah the Divinc glorg and
majesty require, aceording te our
conceptions of them, an eternal pu-
nishment for the sins of time. The
gloxry of God is either his essential or
his reflex glory. The former is un-
changeable ; the latéer may indeed be

dimmed and tarnished by the trans-

gression of the creature; but surely
not: for cver! ‘‘ As he is the first
principle of all things, so he must be
the  last- end of them : his heliness
requires that all his works should re-
turn and give glory te their original I”’*
What satisfaction or complaceney can
he derive from ruin; what glory from
the destruction or etermal misery of
his creatures ? In reality, this epinion
doth not admit of proot @ priori, by
the confession of -eminent divines ;+
and Dr. Clarke himself, in the elose of
his remarks above alluded to, quetes
some  Heathen writers as agreeing,
‘“ that - the gumshmem of the ineorri-
gible sheould Be aswmog, without an

determinate or kamon -end ;> whie

appears to be giving up the question;
for, however protrac¢ted may be the
period. of future sufferings. In parti-
cnlar instances, wonld yeu deny to the
Supreme: Mind that imherent prero-
gative. which all wise legislatures have
conferred upon earthly sovereigns—a

* Wisheart.
t See Doddridge’s Lectures.
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%wier -of. x:emxat:;:pg the - sentmcz t. to
ole Or: 1M:P: 98 may seem
infinite wisdom ? —Surely this . is,
h?iegree of pre‘sumpl;mpandﬁ moganw,
scarcely to be . expected .from : ‘those
who are thg most sfrenuous advocates;
for the doctr “Of""eiﬂl , and of
an unconditional and d salvatzom'
But it is not contended here, that the
awards of a future judgment will ‘be
remitted in a single instance,, but only
that we have abundant- reason to be
persuaded, that not, in a single in-
stance, they will. be mﬁmte a.nd ever-
lasti

% being Who merits infinite pu-
nishment 1is a bemg mﬁmtely culpable,
and consequently infinitely wicked, and
a being infinite. Thus is the sinner, a

mortal man, a bemg so weak and
finite, by this a ent transformed
into an infinite bemg! Thus we see
the fallacy of an argument which leads
to such absurd - irrational conclu-

sions.”” * _ |

To close this part of our subject,
the infinity of the Deity includes the
exercise of all his attributes ; but hav-

ing treated of some of these In a nega-
tive point of view, rather pointing out
what they do not lead us to éexpeet
from them, than -what they de, we
shall defer our reflections on those:
important and positive realities of
which they may induce us to entertain
the hope and expectation, in their il-
lustrious: harmony and union with
the Divine gvodsess, till we shall have
briefly considered - the last particular
above-mentioned, namely, the suppo-
sition, that the victims of fwture pu~
nishment will continue to sin, as well
as to suffer, for ever, and so the one
will prove a natural consequence of
the other.

Some. pious ersons, sensible of the.
mvalidity of the common arguments
on this subject, have endeavoured te
calm the tumult of. thei* minds by.
reasoning thug with themselves »—We
have every . reason 1o beywve, that thﬁ
mental faculties, of the righteous, i in &
future state, will be abundaatly ima-
proved and enlmged, snd making con-
tmual pro erfectmn —

‘““The sou ooeed fg i streagth,
to strength ; bo~ stlt : vartue te
virtue, and knowlédge to nowledge ;

[ —

® Petitpierre,

‘'his vices and evil

- have the sanction of

shine. for ever with new 'acmm of.
ggr , andbrightemtqallet Y -
i it mot -probable that: there-inay
qmakgy Ty B ,tofhcfmﬁ' ',

tocnablb; us to i, '
deors. of Hades, and.. fuﬂ.y ,to'f Hatlsfy m
of’ the~ quity of;the Diving; dispenia~-
tions: 2 hough we cannot behevm
the Delty b0 -alf, efélmty,

- merely. for. the sins ot?tune, yetyif the.

condemned crimindl go-on.to ddd sin:
to- sin, and rebellion to rebelliony if
passionsi-shouald be
expanded and multiplied; if, the rhere
stripes are laid upen: him, the greater
will prove the aggravation of -lzs guilt
—then, in such a eade, it | be con-
sistent with the moral character of
the Delty, to perniit. him to- ¥emain
for ever in that miserable: state ; per-
petudl suceeeding sins will justify per-
etnal succeeding punishments ; and
is sufferings are rather té be regai'ded
as naturdl consequences, tha.n as pos1-
tive appomtments
These opinions have been espeused
by eminent and pious men, and fre-
quently urged as motives to virtue ;
but' we .should not hastily. adopt natu-
ral, meoral, or theological systems, in
whole. ‘'or in part, mierely beeamse they
great names and
high anthorities ; eertainly, in another
view, such sentiments- hav’e an aspeet
tremendously herrible; . startling 4s by
its own deformmy and almost naturadly
tending to render thé human mind
diabolical, even in the preospect and
contemplation! “ Imagiite such a state
you may, but fan never seriously
believe 1t, nor reconcxle xt 10 God anid
goodness.’” 4 _
-For, whence do we¢ acquire this
dveadfulnieaoftheex sion and
inerease of the de ulties and
passiongl of mankind in a futute stafe 1
—Beepiase  the virtues of the %
veilk ?behexpanded and increased? 'This
is & miserable argunoent indeed! It is
suppeasing similar éffeets from contraty
cansed. Virtue is progressive in s
‘tery nature.  Sin is the discwee of the
5. and @s there - is, for tlie- poat
part,. lns bedily disorders a raturnl ten-
denay of the ariimal economy to récﬁfy-
1tselg or to' Assist thd owm
proper med'mmes; 80:is theré-alse in
Srontaiofeltetmcmmet bbbt M&-&—M
+ Biuﬁbp Newton.

.”*‘J o
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disorders of the mind. It is true, sin
is often progressive in ‘this world, in’
particular ‘cases,” as when the sinner
meets ‘with 'ho ' present ‘impediment s’
but chang'e the circumstances, and you
generally 'change the mind of the:

agent. - There are, -indeed, stubborn

tempers that: will: persist, 'notwith-
standing the severest sufferings and the’
most bitter ‘disappointments ; but we
must ‘attend to general rules, and not
to . particular exceptions. o

ow, though we take for granted
the expansion of the mental faculties:
in a future state, with respect both to
the righteous and the wicked, yet we
must think strangely indeed as Chris-
tians, if we imagine there can be any
capacity in the state of future punish-
ment for the exercise or indulgence of’
the most of those evil passions and
propensities which torment us here,
and which are summed up in that
emphatic and comprehensive phrase,
““ the deceiveableness of unrighteous-
ness.” 'The expansion of any passion:
or desire in the present life, arises
from the hope or expectation, well or
ill-founded, of its future gratification.
But this cannot justly be supposed of
the criminal affections in a future state.
As ‘¢ flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of (God,”” so neither is it
probable that they can inherit the
kingdom of Satan. There must be
peculiar and appropriate wvehicles for
both saints and sinners. What room
there for sensuality and voluptuousness,
where every alluring object and extra-
vagant suggestion shall be done away ?
What motive to a daring and blas-
phemous impiety, where the messen-
gers of Divine justice shall be actually
present, inflicting the awful sentence
of their high commission? What plea
for unbelief, when ¢ hell "is open
before them, and destruction hath no
covering >  What food for covetddis-

ness, where there is nothing to dedire’?’

What incentive to envy or revenge,
where the question is, not who is the
most happy, but who is the least
miserable? What scope for a tower-
ing pride, a.restless ambition, or an
satiate thirst of glory, falsely so
called, where the vanity of human
expectations shall be fully manifest;
where wicked tyrants and oppressors
shall meet the due reward of their
deeds, and the Universal Sovereign

Modern ¢ Orthodor* Notion of Futuré Punishment,

shall - fulfil that signal denunciation;
recorded by the ihouth” of Iiis holy
apostle, and ‘¢ destroy
destroyed thé edith™? - At
“Besides, this'ifotion contradicts itself.
To-sin’ always implies a capacity nor
to.'sin; er to repent, and conséquently
of becoming virtuous—contrary to the
supposition. | 3

- Will ‘you, then, refer the fixed and
eternal hate, énmity and rebellion sup-

- posed to appertain to the wicked n
_this state, to the act

, t of God? 'This
you will scarcely venture to do. What!
hath he plunged a rational soul, origi-
mally mmade ‘¢ in higs own’ image,” into
a fathomless gulf, where it can be
capable only of demerit, and that to
all eternity ? 'Sﬂ'reiy ““ he that is an
essential enemy to 'Sin, never made sin
essential to man.”* ¢ As it were
horrid blasphemy once to imagine him
to be the author of it, so it cannot be
conceived how he should be the author
of what is so contrary to his own
holiness, and infinitely abhorred and
detested by him. ¢ God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he
any man.”””> He may tempt, indeed,
by way of ¢rial, as in the case of
Abraham, but he tempteth none by
way of seduction. ‘“ We may sooner
imagine that darkness should be the
offspring of a sun-beam, than that a
holy God can be the author of that
which is so contrary to his nature.” +
““ And though God, in grace, may long
suffer contradiction to his will, and
that which he abominates, in order to
work out wonders of his power, wis-
dom and goodness; yet, otherwise to
suffer it to abide for ever, an offence
unto him, within his own dominions,
who ts ¢ I{ord or ally’ yea, even in a
sense within himself, as ¢ in whom all
things live and move and have their
being ;> this the understanding of
man, looking elosely into, would even
startle at ; for who can think God will
thus eternally ¢oricur with those who
would etemally frustrate and pervert
the ends of his concurrence, and oppose

kim with his own poweb"ﬁ‘? Is 1t not

more reasonable to contélude, if he had
not a design of grace, that he would
cease from such a fruitless act, and,
by subtracting Ais part, reduce them

aergpline
¢ and

* Bishop Taylor. + Wisheart.

“them ' whe
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.to nothing? The: Deity,  therefore,
::)t ’concu%riti with thagfwhich 18 the
ground of their present state, viz. the
defective part, it follows that this state
has not its ‘duratien: founded on : God,
and so, no way’ parﬁc_ipaﬁn%leof. the
prz"nc’z‘ple of eternity, must have an
end.” * | ‘ N

Such are the reflections, not new,
but nevertheless highly important,
which, in different forms, have been
suggested upon this great subject, by
a variety of writers, drawn from consi-
derations on the mnature  of sin, the
nature of man, the nature of eternity,
and the best ideas we are able to form
of the Divine attributes. =~ = =

A few brief remarks on the further

evidence of Scripture on this topic, in-

more -particular connexion with the
divine attribute of (Goodness, must
be deferred to another opportunity.
AN OCCASIONAL READER.
e — »
Hackney,
SIR, - May 13, 1820.
J HAVE remarked that objections to
religious ceremonies and observ-
ances are generally answered by re-

proof instead of argument. pon
what pretensions to infallibility does

your Correspondent A. (p. 207) put
forth his opinions on the subject of
prayer without reserve, and at the
same time call upon L. J. J. to refrain
from doing the same thing? IfL.J.J.
deems supplicatory addresses to be
‘“ useless, irrational and enthusiastic,”
what better reasons can he have for
dissuading others from the practice ?
Judging from A.’s statement of his
opponent’s view of the subject, I should
conceive that A. has whelly mistaken
the effect which his ¢ chillmg, frigid”?
course of reasoning has produced on
his mind. So far from unfortunate, if
L. J. J. is not conscious of standing in
need of artificial aid in the discharge of
duty, nor of this :particular species of
consolation (which he thinks illusory
and irrational) under' the trials’ and
aflictions of life, it appears rather:that
he has attained a state of advancement
In the - regulation -and -controul " of
Uman passions which:may-well excite
emulation ‘in manjy of' the more pious
and mrm-heﬁrdeg:’ff “But it séems A.
himself reprobates : the: idea of \calous
oo, _ o ) l", T ‘; ",', ) :v'..‘.'j‘ H‘
R TIPEAA0 Ci0n s Ra a2 i 0 oy S Suas s eon 1 VY4 A B
Sl ey ceRoaelsy 1 il ad T

‘lating on' ‘the probability 6f receiving
answers : to . peétitions 80 - put: up ; our
dutyi is to pray, and the duty of .prayer
being complied with; it .can matter but
little what we pray for;’ as; according
to A., whether the benefits: we are
-daily receiving be the effect ofgzimme-
diate . influenee or of: undlterable laws,
is not a question that concerns us :—
‘‘ the pious, filial heart is satisfied that
asking bread, he does not receive a
stone,”” &c. A. does not appear to
consider that L. J. J. may be equall
confident and assured of the bountifuls:,
unfailing provisions of nature; that
he also is perfecily resigned to the
arrangements of superior wisdom, and
is content to wait the good time for
all things which that wisdom has not
placed within the reach of his own
exertions ; in short, the only difference
in this respect between the disputants
seems to be, that L. J. J.’s confidence
is the greater, inasmuch as he deems
it superfluous aid assuming to be
continually addressing his infantile
suggestions to Omnipotence in the
hope of bettering his condition, or to
repeat a formula of words without a
specific object. If A. cannot produce
evidence to prove that a single request
contained in his petitions has been
answered, and if L. J. J. can shew an
unquestionable connexion between the
means he employs, viz. his daily exer-
tions and his actual enjoyments, then I
think A.’s call for proots of L. J. J.’s
‘“ better and simpler way,” is an-
swered. A., to be consistent, con-
cludes as he began, with a taunt and
a rebuke: how much more to the
purpose, had he chosen a quotation
bearing . immediate relation to the
matter in dispute, rather than a reflec-
tion on talents and motives! If the
arguments of an opponent be weak,
they are the more easily refuted, and
witi this observation. I submit the
foregoing to the Editor’s dispé)saé.

Lo  Colyton,

- SIr, . | May 18, 1820.

"B VHOUGH not an Unitarian in that
. confined sense of the word adopted
by numbers now so.denominated, I am.
a zealous friend to close:inquiry.into:
the real meariing of .thesacrdd writers,;
ahd.’the . auﬁh‘enticitg -of [ the: rwritings,

-"'*,_"

themselves iges ri l‘(ﬁ!&iVﬁﬁ)?:ﬁS’ W
spived.: 'Bdel%:gs' of rindifdation . arise:



in wiy mind when observing the manner
in which many excelient 'men are
1reated, who have given the eworld fuxdl

oof of the integrity conducting thiern
tn their inquiries, by persons of great
Jiterary abilities, but biassed by powes-

ful causes. Thé prejudices of ‘eduea-
tion, ‘wided by the prospect: of vast

worldly advantages, may produce an
undue zeal for established and popular

opinions. Solomon justly observed,
¢hat a gift blindeth the wise. Perhaps

othing more to the purpose can be
said to many dignified opposers of
Unitarian anthors, than what is oon-
tained in this quotation from the great
Chillingworth, in the 2nd page of the
Preface to his admired work, the Beb-
gion -of Protestants, folio ed. 1664 :

“ Would you know now what the
event was, what effect was wrought in
me, by the perusal and consideration
of it? (your beok.) “To deal ¢truly and
ingenuously with-yeu, I fell somewhat
in my good .apinion'both of your sufli.
ciency and sincerity, but was exceed-
ingly confirmed in my ill opinion of
the cause maintained by you. I-found
every where snares that might entrap,
and 'colours that might deceive the
simple, but nothing that might per-
suade, and very little that might move
an understanding man, and one that
ean discern between discourse and
sophistry. In short, I was verily per-
suaded that I plainly saw and could
make it appear to all dispassionate and
unprejudicate judges, that a vein of
sophistry and calumny did run clean
through it from the beginning to the
end. 'And letting some friends under-
stand 80 much, I suffered myself to be
persuaded by them, that it would not
be either improper for me, nor unac-
ceptable to God, nor, peradventure,
altogether unsevviceable to his chmrch,
nor justly offénsive to yon, (f you
were indeed a lover of truth, and not a
maintainer of -'a faction,) if, setting
aside the ‘Second Part, which was in a
manner wholly empleyed in particular
dis(futes , Trepetitions and references,
and'in wranglings with D. Potter about
the sense:of some superniumeriry quo-
tatiomi, and whereon ithé main ques-
tion ho way depernds, Iwould make a
fair and 'ipgenuous answerito, the First,
whereinr the substance.of:the: present
coneroversie i isiuconfes ieontained,
and whidh, if it weide clengly antweped;
o mancoudq | idesive amnﬂt%&'

.‘-aﬁ,. 3
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0. the Secomd,. (This, therefore, I un-
dertgok with a full reselution to be an
afvessary:to. yomr errers, but a friend
and servant: t0 your person, and so
mnueh ¢he more a {tiend to your per-
son, by how maueh the severer and
more: rigid adversery ‘1 was te yeur
errors.” . :

In the 44th Section of this Preface,
(not paged,) what Mr. C. writes is a
full refutation of the accusation, sclism :
<¢ Neither js.it always of necessity
schismatienl to separate from the ex-
ternal communion of a-church, though
‘wanting nothing necessary. For if this
.church, supposed to want nothing ne-
cessary, require me to profess against
my - conscience, that 1 believe some
errour, thongh mever so small and
innocent, which I do not believe, and
will nat allow me her comnmmunioen but
upon this condition; in this case the
chureh, for requiring this condition, is
schismatical, and net I for separating
from the ehnzch.”

Archbishop Laud, in the dedieation
of hiz book sagainst Mr. Fisher, to
Charles the First, and whieh that king
so strongly recommended to his son,
makes an _observatiom which may be
quoted against other churches besides
the Roman: * -

“* The errors of the Church of Bome
are growne now {(many of them) very
old. And when errors are growne by
age and continuance to gtrength, they
which speak for the truth, though 1t
be farre older, are ordinarily challenged
for the bringers in of new opiniops.
And there is.no greater absurdity
BLir this day in Christendome, then
that the reformation of an old, cor-
rapted Chuych, will we, nill we, must
be taken for the building of a new.”

The Archbishop thus comments, p.
95, on Lmke x. 363 - .
~ ¢“ (hrist saith, Je that hearcth you,
keareth mé. - 'This mies abaclugely 1rne
in the aposties, who kept themselves
to that which rwed . by LChmst.
Bas it wias te be-bhs contlitionally true

ggope. * He that. thenreth

in their siceessope.
you, Jhenrath ’me;’,,:; \mhﬁt»tiﬁi; R0 long
snd s0 farre ds you:epenk sy words,
and -ndto your:: v . Ko svhere the
eomitpanshinfor preaching, she sestraint
iga s 160 (ERith Chyist)- ond scnok
afl matinna o busiyon may. pat preadh
all things what you please, but all
things which 1 have commanded you.
The publicationtiaogours, the doctrine
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is mine and.where. the doctnne s ;I}Ot
mine, there. fymxr publication is heyos

or short. of your commission’’
Matt. xxviil. 19 20, the Axchbishop
thus remarks : I am with you always,
unto the end of the world. Yes, mgst
certaine it is, present by his spmt for
else ipn- bodaly presence hee * contmued
not with his apostles, but during his
abode on earth And this promise of
his spiritual presence was to their suc-
cessors ; else-why to the end of the
world? The apostles did not, could
not, live so long. But then to the
guccessors the promise goes no further
than I am with you a.lways which
reaches to continual assistance, but not
to divine and infallible.”

«« John .xiv. 16. The Holy Ghost
did abide with the apostles accordi ng
to Christ’s promise there made,
shall abide with their successors for
ever, to comfort and preserve them.
But here’s no promise of divine infalli-
bility made unto them.””

Can any thing more to the purpose
be said in answer to the .do fgma,txcal
assertions and high claims of various
modern church vocates ?

Being now in my 70th year, and
though still able regularly to discharge
my public duties and to call on my

near neighbours, yet never. gomg a day

from home, and not having all the
books at hand necessary for the pur-
pose, an attempt once designed must
be given up. It" was to draw up a
vindication of Dissent from the ertmgs
and in the very words of many eminent
divines of the Establishment. Some
seriously objecting to this, and others
to that, as absolutely needing altera-
tion, and as the very learngd Dean
Pmdeaux observed, (in some work to
which I cannot mdke a direct refer-
ence,) ‘‘ mijght be much more easx,ly
altered than defended.” - Such.a treatise
might be highly: useful, and so.would
the continuation of Mr. Neal’s f;mhful
History. - Had my excellent friend D
Toulmin’s life. | een prolonged, he
would haye endeavoured to finish vw'hm:

~ he had‘gg.a,b begun.
If stsemga M ap to t eir 1;

'clplea, seqigties, however. amall, woy d

P toge;h% though unable t.o _sup-

It a re mipigter. This I en-

' WOW ;to, moye,c and to .call the

Ve ‘ ) e
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atte?@n o€ thi  daity. é{l) the; stm

wds tlw.d p:ﬂﬁ Bank's Gl
¥i ar ong Smﬂe Ouk; PM@ » Sk
sible lady, gducased,in, zixe Church;.told
me that she appraved s])isaenm seci-
eties chiefly on this agconpt,—F“. that
egch one of them could alter:. or adept
such modes and forms: as ap
o, el e oty e
urch, . could be.:c
though greatly 'desired by pumerous

{)uhcxous and piaus mﬁmbers, withont

arliamentary interference.”’,. Precious
is that hberty with which Christ makes
his disciples free, and highly com-
mendable those who .stand fast in it,
as St. Paul exhorts, Gal. v.

‘Mr. Rebert Bragge, famous -for
amaking numergus discourses .an Jo-
seph’s Ceoat, it is:said, thus- expressed
himself to wam ‘bissthearers against
every degree of he;my ‘“ Baxterianism
leads to Arminianpism, inianism to
Arianism, Arianism to Socinianism,
Socinianism (Humpanjtarianism was
not then talked of) to Deism, Deism
to Atheism, and Atheism to hell.”

"Dr. Benson hearing this, -replied,
“ A _much shorter wa mlght be pointed
out. Calvipism leads to Antinomian-
ism, Antinomianism to a wicked life,
and where that leads admits of mno
doubt.” Communicated to J. Cornish
by Dr. Benson’s venerable friend, ‘Dr.
Amory.

Dr. Amory was g worthy memher
of the well-chasen Committee for gain-
Relief to Dissenting Ministers and
bclxool-maate:rs in 1772. The bishop

ined in array aguipst it. . bir. A
waited with others on Bishop Warbun-
ton. It was.observed that lns support
might naturally be. expected, who, in
a controversy with Bishap L.owsh, had
avowed his - ommqn, B mat ;mlemtmn
ought not to be withheld from . idola-
terg,” . The. Bishap .wished to be
exansed,; savmg, 5.8 AN Must. Bz

replied, . Why not stand forth
ne, my Lard, dike. Abdiel, in the
le. cause of -fruth?”? :The . prowd
hq w«s a8y emntly sohirided
m act th Dr. Amory hag mesolved
an, gar}x la,fp,m tsmﬁcﬁmtttmhme of
ty.ipnd’ wmly detemnmdm
W@Edssﬂfl VIS A PR ARy

J A 0fi:his . shen

| womkw mtqr, Dr. »Knppxa, how it wes



that the liberal-mrinded - Bishop Law
did not:appear it éur Behnlf; the cause
agsi i 'was, *¢ the unpleasantness of
being brow-beaten. by so many of the
same station, wheii' his aid  would be
ineffectual.” On coming to town at
that time: and’ waiting on Archbishep
Cornwellis, that - prelate, so inferior in
every episcopal qualification, greetgd
him with a sheer: ‘“ I suppose your
Lordship is come to assist Dissenting
endeavours.”  Bishop Shipley was
then one of the bench, but did not
come forward as:the friend of liberality,
though afterwards he obtained that

honour. . | :
JOSEPH CORNISH.
S ——— |
| Lawcashire,
SIRr, July 16, 1820.

¥ N the ‘¢ Congregational Magazine”
A for the present month, there is an
account of a Chapel at Allostock, near
Northwich, in Cheshire, with the cir-
eumstances of which, probably, some
.of -your Correspondents are -informed.
It ‘appears that in the year 1742, Dr.
Samuel FKaton- was the pastor, who
was succeeded by the RHev. William
Turner and the Rev. Jokn Holland.
"The Congregational Magazine adds,
‘¢ the ministers who have followed Dr.
Eaton were probably Arians or Anti-
trinitarians,””. with the exception of
the present pastor, Mr. Glover, who
18 represented as an Arminian Baptist
and far advanced in years, preaching
‘'only once a month. It appears that
-an estate of 27 acres of land, situated
at Rainow, two miles from Maecles-
field, was bequeathed by the Reuw.
Samuel Garside, for the ¢ officiatin
‘minister of this Chapel for ever.”
“ But this bequest,” says the Maga-
zine, ‘“ has experienced the common
fate of posthumous benevolence, and
is not enjoyed by the party for whom
it was designed.’?... .- e
- The case.of the: Chapel just 'men-
tioned is so anhlegdus to many’ ethers
in this Yart of the country, that'l hépe
no apolog
the subject, as I am not aware that
any steps are takipg to preserve our
old Presbyterian chapels from the fate
that seems to await them. Since the
- extinction of the Presbytery in these
.counties; no body has - existéd with
authority to take up the éaisé of' falling
~congregations; apd however e ‘may
. object to the powers with which éécle-

ogy is' requiisite for alhiding to ‘' Sir,*

oil''** the Dutiés

Fate of a Beguest to a Chapel at Allostock, Cheshire.

stastical associations have  sometiines
been armed, or have assumied, I am
muach inclined to think, that what may
be termed the rational classes of’ Dis.

-senters, have fallen lamentably mto

the other extreme, leaving our weaker
churches to struggle on as they may,
or altogether to perish, for want of the
friendly support and protection which
can only be effectually given by an
associated  body. With these views, I
cannot but regret the failure of the
late lawrdable attempt’ to establish &
Unitarian Association of the counties
of Larncashire and Cheshire, which
would have been competent not only
to have taken up the cause of several
expiring churches, but would have been
a powerful auxiliary to- the ‘Unitarian
Fund. Surely no one can doubdt of
the absolute necessity of wnrion in
any public affairs, or does he think
that, in this instance, exertion is mis-
placed and unnecessary ? As I am an
advocate for active measures, I am
glad to find that the subject of an
Association is' net dropped. - I cer-
tainly should have been better pleased,
had the friends of the measure per-
severed at once in their original plan,
but much ought to be sacrificed to
conciliate all parties ; and I trust the
Committee appointed at the late Annual
‘Meeting at Warrington, will enter
upon some plan for immediately carry-
ing into execution what so many of
their brethren have long wished for.
In no part of the kingdom is there a
wider uncultivated field than 1s pre-
sented by our manufacturing districts
for popular preaching; and when it 13
considered that several missionaries
have offcred their services in the Uni-
tarian cause, I think the friends to
divine truth can scarcely acquit them-
selves of culpable neglect if they longer
defer to avail themselves of the means

‘before them for disseminating the
-genuine doctrines of the .gospel.

A.B.C.

Jul. ‘95’,:‘1820g |
MONG the -various' remarks oc-
. casioned by My: Fox? diseourse
of Christighs tewards
Deists,” 1 wids ‘notia Jittléasu&'prmed

by the assertion of ‘ Fylis (p. 212,)
'tﬁ’at- ‘¢ of all men; Unitarians-

ve tlge
eatest reason to complain of this

- A BT e = e

Sermon,” " in which’

e djscovers '° @
tendéncy to confirid ﬁﬁg}‘ {ihé:gf‘y the.



Remarks of an Unitarian Traveller. ‘No.I:

charge ; nd clos
ance -subsists between Unitarians and

Unbelievers.”” '1 hope Unitarians will
never deem iti #nn«turel to form an
alliance, as c/ose as the fair pursuit of
a common object may require, with

unbelievers or misbelievers of any de-.

scription, who may be willing to join
them with the laudable design of con-
tributing ‘¢ to. let the oppressed go
free and to break every yoke.”” A very
opposite design appears to have been
attributed to Unitarians, on a late me-
morable occasion.

Mr. Gurney, whom ¢‘the Society
for the Suppression of Vice” retained
to prosecute Mr. Carlile, seemed to
connect the Unitarians with the pro-
moters of that prosecution, in his
reported speech at Guildhall, on the
15th of October last. Mr. Carlile
pleaded, not legally indeed, yet not
unfairly, as argumentum ad homines,
that the Trinity being confessedly an
essential article of the religion esta-
blished and enforced by the State, Mr.
Smith’s Bill, which released from pe-
nalties the impugners of the Trinity,
had virtually repealed the Blasphemy
Act. To this line of defence, Mr.
Gurney is reported to have replied,

““ In the Act of William and Mary,
which exists niow in full force, there is
a passage stating that he who denies
that the Old and New Testaments are
of divine authority, shall be subject to
certain pains and penalties.” The de-
fendant declares that the whole Act
has been repealed, whereas it is evident,
beyond doubt, that but one line upon
the subject of the Trinity has been
withdrawn. The new Act, then, tacitly
re-enacts all the rest of the former
statute ; for .it shews that the latter
had undergone thorough consideration,
and the plain meaning of the former
15 equally the design of those who
solicited and those who granted the
indulgence.” . “
_ I copy this passage from the Mora-
ing Chronicle of Oct. 16, which agrees
with the 7imes of the same date.
From the word design, connected
with tkorough, congideration, a reader
would, I think, be likely to -conclude
that the Unitarians had shewn them-
gelves ready te aake a common cause
with Mr. Gurney?’s clients, considering
their: own relief as, the only proper

relaxation of the - statute, and._.guue.

satisfied . that with sirch an. exception

In their favour, “.the Act of William -

, that a natural and close alli-
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and Mary exists now in full foree.”
Yet ' those who solieited the indul-
gence,” while they ¢ould ‘only act for
themselves exclusively: with any c¢hance
of success, had neither a‘design te-
encourage, nor a disposition to approve
the late prosecutions; but were among
the first to regret, while they relied on
the omnipotence.of divine truth, that
Unbelievers were not allowed with
impunity to assail the religion of the
Bible, not only with argument, - but
cven with misrepresentation and ridi-
cule, should they be disposed thus to
injure their own reputation as sober
disputants. | |
It appears, then, that ¢ of all men,
Unitarians have the greatest reasor to
approve of this Sermon,” and that
they would indeed ‘¢ have the greatest
reason to complain’” had no one of
their number been found promptly to
bear in their behalf a testimony against

persecution. Should any of your read-

ers still doubt whether the prosecution
of Mr. Carlile be a species of which
persecution is the genus, I wish they
would inform us, according to their
nomenclature, on what page of history,
ancient or modern, persecution can be

found. |
| GAMALIEL.
et — ‘
Remarks of an Unitarian Traveller.
) No. I. |
SIRr,

MY employment will not lead you
to expect from me any logical

reasoning. I am in trade, and perform
my own journeys. This leads me to
see a variety of persons and places.
On -these 1 am accustomed to make
my remarks, not with a design to find
fault, but to put down what I think
may be useful to myself or to my
children, when I am dead. Some of
my observations have been communi-
cated to friends, whose partiality led
them to believe they might serve our
common cause. With this wish they
are sent ; and if you judge them worthy
of a place in your theological Repo-
sitory, they are at your service. - If the
plan I have pursued were:followed by
other Travellers, you would have many
Correspondents who could give you
better. means than .are now. possessed
for determining: the. question,~<Js UUni-
tariapism increasing oridecreading & A
general. spirit of .inquivyis increasing:;
a: greater readiness to hcar what we
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have to say exists; and the very bhit-
terness shewn by the bigoted proceeds
from a fear that our - prindiples should
be known ; for if known, they cannot
refute them. o |

But there is another cause: the

length the seceders have gone in the
doctrines they have taught, has alarmed:

many of the erthodox. Moral preaqh-
ing and enforcing the duties of Chris-
tians, were beginning
commen before the direction given to
public opinion by Carlile, and his base
effort to rank Unitarians with himself.
The tide will turn; and though the
depression of trade and the difficulties
of the nation are against us, truth is
gaining ground among individuals. It
shews its progress slowly in bodies.

JIndeed, it is rather surprising, except

in large towns, that Unitarian societies
should be formed, if we consider the
difficulties that attend those who join
spoke again laces th

spoken against,”> in many places the
ul))eans of support would be taken from
those who would prefer worshiping
with us, if they dared to attend with us.
This opposition is not less strong
among Dissenters than among mem-
bers of the Establishment. ith the
latter, it seems to me consistent; in
the former, a departure from their own
principles, and a violation of that right,
the right of private judgment, on
which alone our Dissent can be justi-
fied. If we follow truth, it is of little
consequence whether the numbers
who avow themselves Unitarians are
for or against us. The Bible is for us,
and with this weapon I am content.
Human authority is to me, in matters
of religion, like the kite that used to
please me when a boy, with this differ-
ence—the kite flies against, authority
goes with, the wind.

I was brought up in the belief that
Christ was the only head of his church,
though my Calvinistic education did
not allow me to think he died for all.
Having told you my education, you
will not wonder at some of the habits
I still retain. Though I have long
given up the belief in Five Points as
nepessary to salvation, 1 still feel a

' reverénce for some of the prac-
tices my mother and grandmothér
taught me early to observe. Among
these -dre the ' strict observaiice of the
Loris-day, a frequeirt reasfing of-

to be more

Besides being ““ every where

Remarks of an Unitarian Traveller. No. L.

catechising them, and attending famil
prayer. I wish these w;;h;im qby:
served by Unifarians; thén we should
not be s0 .often: charged: with indiffer.
ence to the means for promoting devo-
tion. While we shun the gloom, we
should still cherish the spirit of genuine
religion. Till our ministers shall fol-
low the plan of a Field or a- Holland
or a Carpenter, we shall not build up
eur young. as we oufht; nor shall we
prepare the way for laymen acting the
part of priests in their families, and in
their neighbourhood, when new socie-
ties are to be formed, or old ones are
without a supply. Itis greatly to be
lamented, that such. friends to our
cause as Mr. Thos. F——r, hiave not
regular service in the places where
they live. This would awaken inquiry,
encourage public worship, give to the
lower classes the opportunity of at-
tending our forms of worship, and
enable the well-disposed to have Sun-
day-schools, and to promote other
benevolent plans, which, for want of
co-operation, are now omitted. Fel-
lowship Funds are admirably fitted to
prepare for general union. Vestry-
libraries, religious tract societies and
conferences will follow.

As you, Mr. Editor, recommend the
Christian Tract Society, I will take the
liberty of mentioning an improvement
in its management. Its tracts are too
long. T heir are more fitted for scho-
lars than learners. They suit those
who have a deal of time, not those who
can only snatch a few minutes, and are
then off again. Let us take a hint
from others. The Society for Pro-
moting Christian Knowledge, and the
Bristol Tract Society, have short, pithy

ieces. These are laid in shop wimn-
ows, and in places most frequented.
It eosts little to have a few to give
away to persons who may read them.
We want something of this kind. If
the Committee of the Christian Tract
Society would consider this hint, they
might easily get such pieces as would
obtain general circulation. I will shew
you that I can follow ‘the advice I give,
and not oecupy more of the time of
our readers at present. In iny next,
will send go.h soine - observations
made in my Egsex journey, which 18
through Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge,
g:;l erts. 'On-'eac}l of these you will
e the opinionis.ofan - - -
" UNTPARIAN TRAVELLER.
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Art. L.—A. Course of Lectures, con-
taining ‘a Déscription and Syste-
matic Arrangement of the Several
Branches of Divinity : accompanied
with an Account both of the Prin-
cipal Authors, dnd of the Progress
which has been made at different
Periods in Theological Learning.
By Herbert Marsh, D.D. F.R.S.
and F. A: S., Lord Bishop of Peter-
borough, and Margaret Professor of
Divinity. Part V. On the Authen-
ticity. of the New Testament. Cam-
bridge, printed. Sold there b
. Deightons, and in London by Ri-
vingtons. 1820. 8vo. pp. 94.
are happy that this Prelate

comes again before the public
in the character of Margaret Professor

of Divinity at Cambridge. Although
the subject of the Fifth Part of his

Lectures may be econsidered as mnot
admitting any great novelty of infor-
mation and remark, we cannot but be
gratified by his- luminous arrangement
of his thoughts, by the perspicuity and
vigour of lis style, and by several traces
of a powerful and discriminating mind.
To those who are beginning, and to
them who feel a desire of reviewing
their theological studies, his labours
will be highly useful.

““ The authenticity and credibility of
the Bible,”” form the third of the seven
branches of the system of divinity
adopted in his Lectures. “ And it is
hardly possible,” he says, ¢ that these
lmportant questions should be exa-
mined at a period. more seasonable
than the present, when eve?r effort
has been made to shake the fab;
Christianity to its very basis.”” Previ-
ously to his entrance on the proof of
the anthenticity of the writings of the
New Testament, he deems it *“ neces-
sary to give a definition of the term
authentic> This word he uses “in
the  confined sense im which many
English and maest foreign writers use
1t:” he pronounces a book awthentic
that was composed ‘“ by the author to
whom it is ascribed.” It will naturally
be asked, whether Bishop Marsh has
good reasona for thus departing from

the language of some preceding advo-
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catés for revelatiGh? 'On 'the one
hand, the correct - dthplogmient atid
application of tefitis. dre essential 't
the success of our ' résearcheéd’ after
truth, and of our diffirsion of it > on
the other, no changes shodld Hér¢ be
introduced which are not manifésth
improvements. -~ - - "¢
A late excellent Prelate*  stated
““ the difféerene¢ between the genuine-
ness and the .authenticity of a book™
as follows: ‘“ a4 genuine book is that
which was written by the person whose
name it bears, as the atithor of it; an
authentic book is that which relates
matters of fact, as they really hap-
pened.” This distinction, we believe,
approves itself to -many of his readers.
So far as it extends, we find it conve-
nienit and intelligible ; yet the second
part of it is limited to historical, and
does not comprehend epistolary and
several other writings. _Authenticity,
in the sense in which Dr. Watson
defined it, cannot be predicated of
epistles, unless they récord matters of
fact, and record them with correcthess.
Now the Margaret Professor’s defini-
tion of this term includes, on the
contrary, those books of ewvery dlass
that were written by the persons whose
names they respectively bear, as the
authors of them. To this definition,
therefore, we give the preference : its
accuracy will perhaps be confirmed by
the citativn of a passage from an early
Christian writer. ,
Tertullian 4 speaks of the *“ authen-
tic letters’”> of the apostles. It has
been a diflicult task to ascertain what
he means by this expression:} evi-

'.,"”A': ]

*» Apology for the Bible, by R. Watsen,
D.D., &c., Bishop of Landaff, (3rd ed.,)
p.- 33, and Dr. Maltby’s Jlustrations, &c.,
(1802,) pp. 1, 2. |

4+ De Prascrip. cap. xxxvi.

'+ See Lardner’s remarks (Works, ‘11.
266, &c.) on the passage. The mote of
.Semler, ertull. Opera, Tom: I¥ pp.
45, 46,) 13, “ non originalic et auto-
grapha, ut ulti falso -intelligebant ; -sed
.Greecee, quia isti &l Lating translatione
atebantur, sicut ipare.ﬁl?mllianus." . "The
of the words authénticay Htéra, has deen
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dently, however, he did not affix to it

the import assign t-
son. Had he intended to say that the

apostolic epistles ~are wuthentic, be-

cause they relate matters of fact..as.

they really happened,.he would have
said what was totally irrelevant to his
subject and: his reasoning.  If this had
been his design, it could not be neces-
sary that he should advise those whom
he immediately addresses to visit Co-
rinth, or Philippi, or Thessalonica, or
Ephesus, or Rome. To the word
authentic he ~;.prpbably_ ‘annexed the
idea conveyed . in Bishop Marsh’s defi-
nition. H{’s topic is.the testimony of
‘the apostles to the Christian doctrine.
For this testimony he refers to their
cpistles, which might fairly be sup-
posed to exist in an authentic state,
uninterpolated and undisputed, among
the churches' to which they were ori-
ginally and severally written, and in
which they were known to be the pro-
ductions of the authors to whom they
are respectively ascribed.

Thus far we agree with Lardner in
his construction of the phrase authen-
tiree literce. We feel ourselves com-
pelled to. dissent from him when he
.says, that by this phrase we are not
to understand ¢ authentic letters or
‘epistles,” but °¢ scriptures,” all the
Scriptures of the New Testament. 1t
is true, passages may be found in Ter-
tullian where the word /litere has such
an acceptation. The sentence before
us, however, 1s connected with others,
in which ke apostles are specifically
mentioned. n We therefore presume
that the rules of just interpretation,
and the whole scope of the African
father’s argument, will require us to
take the term /litere in the more re-
stricted sense of letters or epistles.

The Margaret Professor, we find,
‘makes the same application which Ter-
tullian does of the epithet ‘“ authentic”’
to the books of Scripture. * At the
same time, we have perceived, in the
course of our readirg, that some re-

adopted by Mr. Travis and Mr. Nolan,
but is rejected by Porson. (Letters to
Archdeacon T'., &c. pp. 276, 277 ; Inq.
into the Gr. Vulg. p. 115, &c.)

* This observation may be confirmed
by an appeal to a valuable tract which
Bishop Marsh published many years since,
and which is entitled ‘¢ The Authenticity
of the Five Books of Moses vindicated.”

Review.—Marsl’s Course of Lectures.

ed by Bishop. Wat-

Pdre V.,

cent and popular writers employ the
two iwdrds genuine and euthentic in.

“discriminately and ,qonvertiblg; * g
practice which it seems expedi
~discourage.

1ent to
Perhaps, as the effect of
Bishop Marsh’s example.and argu.
ments, greater precision and. correct-
ness may distinguish, in tlis instance,
the language of the nex¢ race of theo-
logians. . R

Our author points out very carefully
and sucéessfu_ﬁy the “influence of an
in,quiry mnto thie aiuthenticity of the
New Testament on the, divine origin
of Christianity. He>arranges the evi-
dence for this authenticity wnder two
heads, the.ewternal, ¢ cohsisting of
the testimony of ancient writers, and
the existence of certain early transla-
tions,” and the infernal, < which is
drawn from the contents of the books:”
the external he now places in the fore-
most rank, because it is here eminently
decisive, and ““no preparation is wanted
for its reception.”

““ In the dispogition of the severat
parts, of which external evidence con-
sists,”” he has ‘¢ ventured to depart
from the general practice.” For this
deviation he offers an apology. ¢ In
quoting,” says he, ¢ ecclesiastical
writers, as evidence for the authentis
city of the New Testament, it has been
usual to begin with the Apostolic Fa-
thers, or the fathers who were contem-
porary with the apostles; and thence
to proceed to the fathers of the second,
third, fourth, and as many following
centuries, as appeared expedient for
the purpose. But there is a disad-
vantage attending this chronological
arrangement, - inasmuc¢h as it exposes
the proof of authenticity to various
objections at the very outset. Bar-
nabas and Hermas do not afford the
testimony for which they are quoted.
Clement of Rome; Ignatius and Poly-
carp were certainly ‘acquainted with
some books of the New Testament;
but they have been alleged as evidence
for other books, where the quotations
produced for that purpose are really
insufficient. - We camnot, indeed, e2-
pect to find in their writings such
ample testimony to the books of the
New Testament, as we find in the
works of later writers. And it-is not

* For example; Paley and Bishop Por-
-teus, L o e .
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sa.much their silence, that:is injurious
t0.the, proof, begause that silence may

be_easily. explained ¢, it ig the desire of

making -them . say mere. than the cir-
cumstances, under which. they, wrote,
could allow them tg say.”—Pp. 12, 13.
Bishop : Marsh,, after, givipg ~the ~jus¢
explanation. of the insufliciency of, the
A as witnesses, to the

Apestolic Fathers, as witnesses, to t
authenticity . of the  Christian -Serip-

tures, adds,—¢ there is another rea-
son for nbt beginning ‘with- their works,

which i§”no"less ‘togent . than the pre-
ceding. 'When 'we appeal to one set
of writings,” for the purpose ‘of esta-
blishing, ‘the "anthenticity of  another,
we should take especial care that the
writings to ‘which: we. make our. first
appeal, should; themselves be free from
all suspicion. But the writings ascribed
to the . Apostolic Fathers, and espe-
cially the Epistles which bear the name
of Ignatius, have descended to us in a
very questionable shape. ‘And, though
we shOul‘dfprobabjly"go too far, if we

asserted,, as ‘some critics have done,

that they aré éntirely spurious, this at
least is certain, that if they came ori-
ginally from the hands of those fathers,
their writings have been so0 interpolated
with passages, which from- the pature
of the subjects could not have existed
in the first century, as to cast a shade
over that which may probably be ge-
nuine.—Nothing has so contributed to
impair the proof, that the New Testa-
ment is authentic, as the importance
which has been falsely attached to the
works of the Apostolic IFathers.”

For t§ge reasons the learned Pre-
late proposes to invert the order which
has been hitherto observed in conduct-
ing the proof of authenticity. He pro-
poses to begin with the fathers of the
fourth century, and to ascend, through
the third and the second, to the first
century.—Such is the kind of proof,
which he proceeds, in his following
(the twenty-fourth) lecture, to offer,
as’ the external evidence for the Chris-
tian Seriptures: - . ...

Of thig, inversion of the:usual ar-
raugement, we greatly approve,. so far
as -1t regards -the -particular: class of
hearers and ‘readers: for whom Bishop
Muayéhi’s Lectures .are intended.: Lard-

ner’s method is Qifferent, because he

\grote . Wwith, the . design of . enabling
pabireons, of ordinary capacities, who

\ave. not ; an,, gpportunity of .reading
ancient authors, to judge for them-

~ thence.to
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the external evidence
' New, Jpste

sely: 3 concerning (e
ofthe facte related; in the New
ment.” ¥

a
.. From, Jderom: in the;latin, Church
Bishop. Marsh. ascends, t0: Gregoxy. of
Nazianzymg. in the Gree ; Chnrghy,and
ence.£0; Epiphanius, Atle ,?S%’ Bu-
ebius of Cesaren, Origen;s Teptullinn,
Clement -of _Alexandria, and Irenzus.
Here he congludes the catalogue of his
authorities for, the authenticify.of the
New Testament: - and in, the twenty-
fifth lecture he gives the.result; of; his
preceding, inquiries. . Accordingly, - hie

k4

Ta PN } Y -
bserves: that, all. the, bgoks whieh.we

receive, at present..3s.the Christian
Scriptures,  “ were, , yeceived in: the

fonrth century, as the works, of the
authars to whom  they are aseribed.”

Still, greater weight ; and ‘correctness

belong, we presume, to the well known

‘catalogue of Eusebius -of C:esarea,

which is limited to ¢ the four Gospels,
the Acts of the Apostles, thirteen Epis-
tles of St. Paul, the first Epistle of St.
Peter, and the first. Epistle,  of . St.
John.” + We do not take on, ourselves
to pronounce that ‘“ the doubtful or
rejected books’’ are. altogether desti-
tute of authority : we think, however,
that the Margaret Professor has unduly
magnified the evidence in their behalf,
and treated too slightly the reasoning
of objectors. S
- In this part of his undertaking he

institutes a very ingenious and satis-
factory argument to shew that ¢ if the
historical books of the New Testament
were universally' received, they must
have been received as authentic in the

very places, where they were com-

posed, and by the persons, to whom
they- were first delivered, and’’ that,
in like manner, ‘¢ whatever apostolic
epistles were universally received, they
must have been received as authentic
by the very persons, or communities,
to whom they were immediately ad-
dressed.”’ = Their contents and the date
of their'acknowledged existence, ren-
der it impossible that they should have
been forgeries. o

‘The Professor should have diétipgﬁy

' # Pref. to The Credibility, &c. Part
I i Dl T o
+ AR these writings Eusebius’ places
among ¢ the books which were  wniver-
sally received : and this'i¥ the only part
of ‘his catalogue.with which we: :are at
present concernedt, . L
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veferred, m%p 67, to his translation of
Michaelis’ Introd. &e., (1793,) I 360
361.

His twenty~ sixth lecturegt_he last on
the authemxﬁty of the NewTestament)
is employed 1 'the consideration of the
internal ¢ in:favour of the Gos-

pels, 1’hc Aei?s -of the Apostles, and

istles: Am! “this sdbgect is ex-
treme Wwell 5 teﬁ and ‘illustrated. In
the éﬁt’ﬁﬁd?s‘ g'few p agr,s several cir-

cunitances afe 0inted ojit which shew
ﬁhati“these ‘respective  writings afford
the - tpresumpuons of ‘their
atithenticity, ‘of their proceeding from
men-who were contemporary with the
events- related, -and with the commu-
rities or individuals addressed. As we
take for granted that these lectnres
will eome into the hands of many of
our readers, and indeed that no student
in t‘heelogy will fail of gaining an ac-
quaintance with them, we shall not
add te the mumber of our quotations.
Besides the unintended coincidences
mentmned ‘by Bishop Marsh, some are,

, discoverable on a comparison
of the fbur Gospels with each other :
let the following texts for instance, be
Jmntty examined, John xix. 25, Luke
Hi. 27, 49, 55 Mark xv. 40 41,
Ma:et xxviil, 55 56,

In concluding this article of Rev1ew,
we may be permltted to express our
earnest desire of being favoured with
more such sets of lectures from the
Right Reverend Author’s pen.

*

ART. I.—Omniscience the Attribute
of the Father Only: A4 Sermon,
preached before the Association of
Unitarian Christians, residing at
Hull, Thorne, Doncaster, Guinsbro’,
meoln and adjacent Places, at

 the Clmpel Bawl-.dlley-Lane, Hull,
on Thursday, Sgptember 30, 1819.
Publuhed at their Request and

regpectfully inscribed to them. By
Rev. Jose Huttcn, A.B., of Leeds.

Bvo. pp. QJ Robinson "and -Co.,
Leeds ; Hunter, London.

MR HUTTONs text, Mark xiii.
32, has greatly and dis-
tressed Tnmtamm c9 ngatars The
greater patt of them sa hat Chnst did
not kn,ow xherdﬁ' :m -his
human nature. Dr,. aakmg
that -the words ‘mepn.; onkyathat
did mot make the time Jobown. {Mn.
Wardlaw contends, .thet they eignify

only that Christ did not khow fhe fimie

b commu;nicau “or  in his; Gﬁ’cial
czpacl “Dr. Adé.m Clarke suggests
that the cla:us Mot ﬂor the Sbn” be
an mtgrpglatim'n‘

These several s&:hemesarq f:xamin
by Mr. Huton with great'ab iﬁhty, and
fuﬂy shewn, we think, to ndl'ess.
His opening remark, scai't
self-evident, decides ‘the quest;én

b“ Anc%1 herea we. mayfqbseme, that while
the smallest degree of } on an

subject how trifling soevegxip mr?g?&lsprove{
beyond contradiction,’ thq Deity of him
who confesses or discovers it; the pos-
session, on' the. contrary, ot‘ stores of
knowledge, inconceivable by any human
imagination, fathomless by ‘any human
mind, boundless 8o far as such -a mind
can perceive, would net be .in itself suffi-
cient to establish the Godhead -of the
possessor. We may pronounce with cer-
tainty, that he is nof God who is ignorant
of any thing: but of him, who, to our
finite comprehension, should appear to
know all things, we could not, therefore,
pronounce that he was God. Ignorance,
we know, in the minutest quantity, can-
not co-exist with omniscience : but there
is no degree of knowledge, how wonder-
ful soever, of which we can affirm that
it could not be derived—of which we can
assert that it is absolutely infinite, and
can exist only in an infinite being. Where
we clearly see a bound, we may infer
a finite mature; but from our not per-
ceiving a bouud we cannot infer anm
infinite.

““ To apply this remark to the subject
under consideration, if it should appear
that there was any part of the plan of
providence of which Jesus was ignorant,
the conclusion would be unavoidable,
that Jesus is not God, whereas the oppo-
site conclusion, that he is 80, would not
follow from his appearing to possess the
most perfect knowledge of all the sub-
Jects that - the human imagination can
conceive. The smallest degree of imper-
fection is sufficient to prove an imperfect
nature. ‘The highest degrce of excel-
lence that we can appreciate, will not
prove perfection. What portion of know-
ledge, power, wisdom and goodness, the
Supreme ’ Disposér ‘may fit to com-
municate - to :an inferiofr nature, ‘we can-

not -determine; byt - we ccan determine

with infallibile veort , »that he ‘who i3
in.any respect ~deﬁc.ieutr fm: these atrributes
Wﬁ Pe NhQ tbum LR, B4, -
g gone tﬁhro h theargument
<from the »vexs, (Mr.Hutton -procesds

1o adduee - othier seeiptural - evidence
against ‘the *muiscxenée igf Christ.



Review.—Poemsy by ane ¢ff . 4 Family Circle.”

He observes; 1. We find in Seripture
marny express declarations, proceeding
from the lips of our Lord himself, that
the knowlédge which he possessed was
not his’ own; but deérived from him
that sent him. &, Prayer is an act
which it is impossible to suppose could
be performed-by-a being, himself om-
niscient—himself God. - 3. Our Lord
was tempted in’all points as we- are.
Does not temptation necessarily imply
the limited knowledge of the person
tempted? 4. All those passages of
Scripture which imply the limitation
of any other of the attributes of Jesus,
will also imply that of his knowledge.

The Introduction to the Sermon
contains some excellent and happily-
expressed remarks upon the accnsation
brought against Unitarians of a wish
to degrade our Saviour.

An Appendix, of many pages, con-
sists of Notes, argumentative and cri-
tical, which are unusually valuable.
One' of these contains anitnadversions
on Dr. Pye Smith’s scheme of Cal-
vinism. We regtret that we can extract
only the following sub-note, on the
popular topic of Unitarian presump-
tion: | |

‘¢ The charge of indulging the vain and
presumptuous idea of fathoming the un-
searchable mysteries of the Divine Na-
ture, has not unfrequently been preferred
against Unitarians ; upon what principle
I know not, unless it be that principle of
policy which sometimes prompts a dispu-
tant to endeavour, if possible, to astonish
and confound his antagonist, by preferting
against him the very aecusation, which
he had fully expected-to be preferred
against himself. Surely if preésumption
must be ascribed to either party,—though [
am not aware of the necessity, and should
therefore greatly prefer the milder term
error,—it should rather be to those who
pretend to define what the Divine Nature
Is, or at least to point out the distinctions
that are in it, than to those who with-
hold their assent from any such unautho-

rized definitions or descriptions ;—rather’

to those who, withéut the direct sanetion
either of reason or rewelation, affirm the
Deity t0 be both thrée and oney. thxa to

those who, confinifig -theinselves sttiotly Y/ “teriding irohume, with a

to the language of Scripturé;. and the
express declaratipris of God: bimself, dare
only to affirm that he is dme g=«dather to
those who . exnltam ipferende. of .. théir
Own, certainly neiflier intuitively! obvlous

Inference, even if it were

VOL, XV, Q

‘dent reservation,

‘wsed ' t0 “derive from  the
‘many 4 more bulky tomsn
$ha ' wordd ‘
nor necessary, iite di espertidl Hivide tisement,. G
truth, than fo:theseowhti think no finan  always make good: Y, - W al
apparéatly jgst, 6y - profiéss, . by dny'means;:88 odkire
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entitled to equal weight with the inspired
decisions of Scripture ;——rather to, those
who pronounce. dogmatically that mere
human formulas of faith and doctrine
have ¢ the express warrant of Holy Scrip-
ture,” than to those who hesitate to' admit
as scriptural, doctrines - which are.not
taught, and cannot be expressel in. serip-
tural terms ;—rather to those who do. tiot
scruple, in the public congregation, #n ?ie
Solemn presence of Almighty God, and as
@ part of his holy services to express theis
unqualified and implicit belief ih such
matters of doubtful disputation, to say
the very least, as -are contained in thg
Nicene and Athanasian Creeds, than to
those who require much higher authority
than that of fallible men, or fallible
councils, to induce them to entertain, or
to warrant them in publicly and solemnly
professing such belief.” Whatever may be
said of ¢ Unitarian presumption’ in this
respect, the charge miost assuredly comes
with ai ill grace from peérsons who pro-
fess to know so much mote of the Divine
Nature and Essence than Unitarians do,
~—who draw couclusions respecting it
from passages in which it is not even
mentioned,—and who dignify those con-
clusions, though mere deductions of their
own, and never once directly indicated by
Scripture, with the name of sacred and
essential truths. Let any one carefully
and seriously peruse the Athanasian, the
Nicene, Dr. Pye Smith’s, or any other
Trinitarian Creed,—Ilet him consider their
doubtful and difficult matter, for such it
i3 at the best, and mark their uncouth
anfli unscriptural phraseceology,—and then
let him say, whether the guilt of pre-
sumption, if it must attach any where,
(which, however, when 1 consider the

endless wanderings of human error, 1 do

not  think it necessary to believe,) ought
hot rather to be imputed to the man
who, without any modest doubt -or ptu-
professes, than to him
who feels himself compelled, by the tes-
timony both of reason and of scripture,
to withhold his credence.”—Pp. 68, 69.

o

ART. 1H.—Pocus. By One of the.

‘Authors of “.Poems for Youth, by
‘a, Family Circle.” - Baldwin, Cra-
dock a.n(i’ Joy. 1820, 3s. 6d.,, .
7E hae vead this little, unprd-
that whieh we h&w bebn

far exceedin

y many 4 Ponipy ;
‘gond' denitimente will not
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wherever we approve, though some-
times, we fear, our admiration has
been excited when approbation lagged
far behind. But, in the present case,
so happy an union has been effected
between beauty and truth, that our
feelings may be allowed their full play
without any danger of impairing the
nicety of our moral discrimination.

So much of our time, and so large
a proportion of our pages are appro-
priated to the direct discussion of par-
ticular theological tenets, that we are
in perpetual danger of forgetting our
great interest in pleading the cause of
a large and liberal spirit of devotion :
in holding up to view, on every occa-
sion, the a(granta.ges of dwelling on
what we may presume to call the
lighter parts of religion—those beau-
tiful sentiments, which, though affect-
ing different minds in ditferent ways,
do, in some form or other, fix a very
peculiar stamp of excellence on every
production of a mind strongly imbued
with them. It has been charged upon
rational Christians, and with too much
truth, that they are apt to neglect the
heart while they pay an unremitting
attention to the Izead?r This arises so
much more, we believe, from argu-
mentative kebits, imbibed in early life,
than from any cenvictions of the un-
derstanding unfavourable to the culti-
vation of devotional feeling, that we
shall not waste our own time and that
of our readers in discussing the subject :
resting satisfied, also, that a volume
like that before us will do more to-
wards demonstrating the happy influ-
ence of the religion of the heart, than
any arguments which we could advance
in the calmness and quietness of prose.
At the same time let it be remarked,
that the directly devotional pieces of
this collection are not numerous, and
that we have spoken of it with reference
to religion, chiefly becauge it appears to
us that its author’s mind has received,
and communicated to these produc-
tions, a rich infusion of that classically
devotional taste which is more precious
in the eyes of a Christian than the
largest acquaintanceship with the beau-
ties of Heathenlove. .- =

The author is, we understand, one

of a highly-gifted family, to whom we O.'Father! in thy ﬁmréy. shelter me,

are indebted for the very pleasing little
volume of which we' gave anaccount

' We have -great. pleasure in m’ékiﬁg

Revieto.— Poems, by one of ““ A Family Circle.”?.

an-extract or two. 'There is mucf
beauty in the following lines (p. 21):

Smiling serenely, as on earth she smil’q,
But those sweet eyes no longer tear-
| bedew’d, | '
She sat, invested with heav’n’s sancti-

tude, |

Amrid the blissful bow’rs, happy and mild

And angel-like in gentleness : unchang’d,
' Save that the grief which weigh’d upon

her breast
Had fled, and left her now entirely
blest, -

Earth’s chain unloos’d, and free where’er

she rang’d.

She still retain’d her spirit’s playfulness ;
With sweet and holy thoughts so calmly

blended,
As spoke heav’n’s peace upon her head
descended,

And her brow wore no

tress,

I saw her thus,—the angels cherishing
Their long-belov’d, and welcoming her

home,
And whispering her of pure joys yet to
come,

And hopes eternal and unperishing. |,

I saw her smile upom them, and the

_shadow of dis-

band
Of fadeless flow’rs they laid wupon her
brow ;
And heard her sigh, O happy, happy
now,
Th’ immortal airs my burning cheek have
fann’d,
And those 1 left on earth, and wept to
leave,
Theixt') minist’ring angel [ awhile shall
€,

But soom their wearied hearts shall
cease to grieve
And they will come to rapture and to

me,”—
Sonnct. (P. 54.)
How oft beneath his blest and healing
wings .
He would have gather’d me, and I
would not !
Like a weak bird, all heedless of my
lot ;

Perverse and idle in my wanderings.

Now my soul would return, and trem-
‘bling brings

- Her wearied pinion to its wonted rest:

And faimt with its short flights and flut-
terings . .= =

Would .seek a . refuge in its parent

.breastt = o . -

For 1 am worn with mortal miseries ;
My dark and earth-entangled spirit free,

And --ﬁ'lum’e it to ascend its mative

" skies: "



Review.—=Fry’s Concise History of Tithes.

with loosen’d wing to thy high rest to
soary, -\ '~

And never té desert its mansion more !”—
Art. IV.—A Concise- History of
- Tithes, with an Inquiry how far a
Forced Maintenance for the Minis-
ters of Religion is warranted by the
Examples and Precepts of Jesus
Christ and his {{m.stles. By Joseph
Storrs Fry. 2nd edition. 8vo. pp.
36. Bristol, Browne and Manchee ;
London, J. and A. Arch. 18109.

R. FRY, who is, we believe, of

the Society of Friends, traces
the ‘“ History of Tithes” from Mel-
chizedek to Henry the Eighth, and
concludes from the retrospect, that this
tax upon agricultural industry
authorized by, nor consistent with, the
Christian nstitution, and ¢ that if
tithes are due at all, they are due to
the poor, from whose use they have
been forcibly diverted.”” His pamphlet
may be recommended to all that wish
to understand the subject. He makes
the following observations in reply to
the objection, that Tithes are as really
the estate of the clergy, as the other
nine-tenths are the property of the
occupier of the land:

‘¢ If the tithe-claimant had any interest
or title whatsoever in the land, he would
necessarily be a party in any deed of sale
or conveyance; which is not the case.
Nor can he controul the occupier of any
estate in the - cultivation of his land;

18 not
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whether to break it up or to lay it down,
whether to sow wheat, or barley, or tur-
nips, or vetches; although in most cases
the ifterest of the claimant is materially
affected thereby. ‘The onmly claim he has
13 on the increase, of rither on the pro-

- duce, whether of corn, or grass, or cattle.

It is therefore a charge solely on the skill,
capital and industry of the farmer; und

as one man may possess these in a greate
proportion than' his neighbour, in‘ that
proportion does he contribute more than
his neighbour to the revenue of the clergy.
Besides, the owmner of an estate may, if
he please, either plant his land with tim-
ber, or let it He iholly neglected and
unproductive; in either of which cases-
there would be no tithe to claim.
fore it is not the land, but the capital,
skill and industry of the farmer merely
that are tithed. -

There-

‘“ As a further proof of thé property

or estate of the clergy -in the land, it is
frequently advanced that a man purchas-
ing an estate, subject to a tithe-charge,
buys it a rate proportionably lower than

he would if exonerated therefrem. . Cer-
tainly he is aware of the demand to which

he is liable ; and as he has no means of

avoiding ‘it, the estate is by so much the
less valuable. So also -an estate subject
to incursions of wolves weuld be less
valuable than one not subject to such a
contingency; but it by no means follows,

as a necessary consequence, that the pur-

chaser, because he buys at a proportion-
ably low price, acknowledges the title of
the sharer of the fruits of his industry,
in one case any more than he would in
the other.”—Pp. 32, 33.

et

T

NEW PUBLICATIONS IN THEOLOGY
AND GENERAL LITERATURE.

Introduction to the New Testameént,
by Sir John David Michaelis, late Profes-
sor in the University of Gottingen, &c.
T'ranslated from the Fowrth Edition of
the German, and considerably augmented
with Notes. By the Right Rev. Herbert
Marsh, D. D. F. R, S., Lord BiSho‘l)’ of
Petegborough and Lady Margaret’s Pro-
fessor of Divinity, Cambridge. 6 wvols.
8vo. 3rd ed. £3,3s. |

The Scripture Dactrine of the Trinity

briefly stated and .defended ; and  the
Church of England viadicated from the
Charge of, Uncl{’apiﬁa léness in” retaining
the Athanagian Crged, With an Appen-
dix, contaihing 'a Critical History and
Analysis of that Creed, &c. By T. H.

-~ The Speeches of

Horne, M. A., of St. John’s College,
Cambridge, Curate of .Christ Church,
Newgate Street, and St. Leonard, Foster
Lane. Js. | -

Lucian of Samosata, from the Greek ;
with the Comments and Illustrations of
Wieland and others. ' By William "T'ooke,
F. R.S. 2 vols. 4to. #£5. 5s, o
 Memoirs of Granville Sharpe, Esq, By
Prince Hoare. 4to. £2.12s. 6d. '

An Essay on the Origin angd. ﬁuﬁt}& of
the, Primitive Church of the British Isles

and its Indépendence upon the Chw

Rome, By William Hales, I, 1, Rector
of 'Killesg.hdrd.' 8vo." " \pﬁ‘ a,:m Two
Plates. 16s. o AL '

Sit Sawel Xomilly
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in the House of Commons, with Memoirs
of his Life, collected hy William Petery
Esq. 2 vols. 8vo. 24s.

Wheat and Tares. This book, wntten

by Rowland. Meney, .Capt. -R. N., was

put into -the hands: of Mr. Mills, on

Monday, Feh. 28, 1420, at 7 P. M., and

is now pubhshed accordm to the com-
mand of God to his- ‘servant Rowland
Maney, price 5s. |

Vindicia Geologicxe, or, the Connexxon
of Geology with Religion, explained. in
an Inaugural . Lecture delivered before
the University of Qxford, May 15, 1819,
on the Endowment of a Readership in

Geology, by his Royal Highness the Prince
Regent.

&c. 4s. |

Sacred Leisure. Poems on Religious
Subjects. By Francis Hodgson, A. M.,
Vicar of Bakewell. 8vo. 6s.

Patriarchal Times; or, the Land of
Canaan: in Seven Books. Founded on
the Holy Scriptures. By Miss O’Keeffe.
2 vols. 12mo. 3rd ed. 10s. 6d. -

The. Triumphs of Religion; a Sacred
Poem. In Four Parts. By Miss Harriet
Cope. Second edition. 7s.

Letters of Consolation and - Adnce,
from a Father to his Daughter on the
Death of her Sister. By the late Je-
linger Symons, B.D., of Hackney, Rec-
tor of Whitburn, Durham, &c. Fifth
edition. 4s.

The Works of Thomas Zouch D. D.
F. L. S., with a Memoir of his Llfe. By
Francis .Wrangham, M. A. F.R. S. 2
vols. 8vo. £1. 4s.

A History of Intelerancé ; with Obser-
vations on the Unreasonableness and In-
Justice of Persecution, and on the Equity
and Wisdom of Unrestricted Religious

Liberty. By Thomas Clarke. 8vo. 10s.
6d.
Amyntas, a Talc of the Woods : from

the Ttalian of Torquato Tasso.” By Leigh
Hunt. Portrait and Cuts. 7s. 64.

Lamia, Isabella, the Eve of St. Agnes,
and other Poems. By John Kcats author
of Endymion. 8vo, 7s.

Judah, a Sacred Ora.torlo ; by William
Gardiner. £1. ls.

Report of the Religions State of the
Highlaunds. and Islands of Scotland ; with
a Plan for its Amglioration. By a Com-
migtee. of the Assaciate Synod. “8vo, s,

- The Spirit of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, unfolded in 3 sSystematical Ar-
rangement of the, Evapgelical Records ;
by the Rey. W, B. Smiith, @pd John Fair-
barn. . 12mo, ‘.' -

A Letter to 't gitp Qf the Edin-
bmgh Chrisuan ins WQ{ conta,mmg

Strictures op Warby HON,’ er, Paley
Campbell, and M cknight.’ ﬁ ! Roh ut’f
Haldang. 8vo.

}s, 6d.

By W, Buckland B.D. F.R. S.

28, 1820.
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New Publications,

‘A Report made to the Workingtoy
Agricultural Society, by the President,
J. C. Gurwen, Esq., M. P. 8va. 5s.

Journal of a Tour in Greece, Egypt
and the Holy Land ; with Excursions to
the River Jordan, and ajong the Banks
of the Red Sea to Maunt Sinai. By W.
Turner, Esq. 3 vols. Plates.

A Letter to Robert Southey, Esq., on
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POETRY

TALISMAN.
. From t/ze Perszan.

God’s 1§ the east !
God’s is the: West r |
And the northern ‘andéthe southern Iand

Sleep in the peace of a heav’'nly hand

He, the only lawful might,

Wills for every being,—right :
Of his hundred titles then
[his be highest prais’d l—Amen,

O if error should betray me,

Be thou there to save and stay me.

Lead me in the paths of duty,

'Through life’s concerns aud music’s -
beautv. ~

All that’s low and wam, sublime

"Towards a better, br 1ghter clime !

Let not the spirit sink into the clad,

But soar on its own wmgs to heav’ n——-to
God ! o

Life is &’ myst'ry inan: canm'ot explam,
We drink the air, we breath it forth
 again,

v

And that oppresses us, and thlS revives :

So strangely miugled are. our mortal.
lives.
Adore thy God when mis’ries dlstress
thee—
Adore thy God when his' kind sniiles re-
lease thee. |
Gothe's Divan, pp. 9, 10.
- A.
.I*' .
The natural world is bright, to see¢,
But brighter the world of ‘poetry ;
Its fields, its beams, its night and day,
[ts rainbow hues ‘and its silver gray,
’Tis beauteous below—"tis majestic a\bove,
And fairest when seen thro the glass o
love. ,
| Idem, p. 178.
,,
HYMN
Jesus hves and we in him ; ;
Jesus from the grave is risen ;
He hath burst: the darkness dilr
Of hig narrow, earthly prisg
See him, thrqn’d. in light, aacend
To the highest, hgav’n o glm‘y
See your brothér, see your friend,
Tracing out your path before ye,

Jesus hves——-and ‘he. is: gone,
Blessed mansions to-prepare uﬂ»z
Courage, Ghristians:} travel.on, . .
Heav'n and happinesa ave near. us,
Earth is. not.the.CGhristian’s home, ..\
'To a hettep&puntry tending : ¥
Jesus hath subdusdr the tomb, . .
See him o’er its clouds asceudmbv

ervnatii

--,?-i—-
JesuE ln es——aud we shall hve :

~Jesus sits enthron’d in heav’n :
He shall crowns of glory gwe, |
He hath crowns of glox: giv'n,
Now the power of death'is past,
Christians ! gird your armeur on ye;
To your friend, your brother haste,

x

Sea he waits—he Smiles upen ye. A.
* .
SON NE'F.
From ‘¢ Poems Jor Youth, by a F gmily
Circle.”

O blessed be 'the tear that sadly roll’d
For me, my mother ! down thy care-

worn.cheek, .
" That with an angel’s fervour dld be-
' speak

A warmer tale than language ever told,
And pour’d such balm upon my spirit,

. weak
And w?(limded in a world s0 harsh and
| co
As that wherewith an augel would
uphold
Thase that astray heav n’s holy gmdance
seek.
And thaugh it pa..as’d away, and soon as
_ shed
. Scem’d, ever lost, to vanish from thine
eye,

Yet only to the dearest store it fled
Of my remembra.nce, where it now
| doth lie,
Like a thrice-precious relic of the dead,
The choicest, jewel of its treasury,
SONNET. |
{From Apelautheres.]
. TO RIETY.
Bught ?eraph, on- whose heav n—dlrected
. feet
A tram of luvehebt mrtues stlll atteud
And own thy fost’ring a,nﬁuen(;e, while
. they bend ‘
And pour ‘with down~cast; eye a.nd reve:—-
. repce meet
The pray’r of faith before the mercyrseat !
Inspn ’d ‘by Thee, my guardnan, guide
and friend,
O let my grateful song of ptmse a‘icend
,Into the heav’'n of heav’ns, like mgzemse

sweet !
Far from the hypocrxte, whose pompuus
YOW§ : S
And costly ritual . court suvmunding
eyes;; . . ’
And far from him who hopqs whaﬁ fheaw n
- . hestows ' caohwr
"From .}oug+pr9tra¢mdz MWB;» . gmdk

! g’-";ﬁgﬂ\an 81 TR SN SR T
Mipe be alm- delight he; @nly.kqws;
Whose siacret! hept wmh mue ,destduon
glaws ¥

~
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North-Eastern Association of Unita-
riar Christians.

ON Wednesday evening, June 21, the
Ministers and Friends of the North-
Eastern Association met at Boston for
the purpose of opening the new Chapel
erected there, and also for the general
purposes of their Association. The three
services were attended by large audiences,
whose attention was  such as to gratify
the feelings of all who are alive to the
interests of free inquiry in matters of
religion. By deviating somewhat from
usual custom on such occasions, for pe-
culiar reasons which it is unnecessary to
mention, the three Sermons were preached
by Mr. Madge, of Norwich, in his own
happy style of animated elocution; and,
notwithstanding each sermon occupied
more than fifty minutes in the delivery,
as far as wé could ascertain, more were
imclined to think them too short than too
long. The service on Wednesday even-
ing was from John iv. 23: ¢ But the
hour cometh and now is,” &c. From
these words the preacher, with a happy
mixture of solid argument and rich ¢lo-
quence, defended the leading doctrine of
Unitarians, the Unity of the object of
religious worship. On Thursday morning
he pleaded, as we think, with unusual
success for the most free and unshackled
exercise of the understanding in religious
inquiries, from -1 Peter iii. 15: “ Be
always ready to give an answer to every
man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and fear.”
On Thursday evening he met some of

the principal prejudices to our body with.

great ability, from John i. 46: ¢ Can
any good thing come out of Nazareth ?”
The first and third services were intro-
duced by Mr. Treleaven, of Lynn; and
the second by Mr. Hawkes, of Lincoln.
One hundred and seven friends, ladies
and gentlemen, dined together at an inn
on Thursday, W. Garfitt, Esq., in the
Chair ; and the time between dinner and
tea was fully occupied by the addresses of
different speakers on appropriate subjects.
The Tract Society, which had for some
years been discontinued, was again re-
vived. Collections were made after each
service towards defraying that part of the
expenses of erecting' the 'Chapel, which
is unprovided for. A Fellowship Fund is
established  in the congregation, which
will raise about £20 per annum.

e n———

On Friday, par: of the Ministers and
friends went to Fleet, to open a small,
neat chapel, builtgby Mrs. Melbourne,
in her garden, for the purpose of Unita-
rian worship: the afternooun service was
opened by Mr. Jones, of Boston; and
Mr. Hawkes, -of Lincoln; preached from
John xiii. 17 : ¢ If ye know these things,
happy are ye if ye do'them.” 'The even-
ing service was introduced by Mr. Hawkes,
and Mr. Jones preached from Gal. iv. 18:
‘¢ But it is good to be zealously affected
always in a good thing.” ‘The two con-
gregations were larger than the building
would contain, and very attentive.

Mr. Madge, on his return home on
Friday evening, preached at Lynn, on
occasipn of the re-opening of the Unita-
rian Chapel there, after having been shut
up several weeks in consequence of its
having been thoroughly painted. He
preached a very animated discourse to a
numerous and highly-gratified audience,
on the importance of a full and diligent
exercise of the understanding in matters
of religion.

eonesiiiNs

Eastern Unitarian Society.

TaE Eighth Anniversary of this So-
ciety was held at Norwich on Wednesday
and Thursday, the 28th and 29th June.
Mr. Toms, of Framlingham, delivered
the prayer and read the Scriptures, after
which Mr. Robberds, of Manchester,
preached from 2 Cor. ii. 17 : ¢ For we
are not as many, which corrupt the word
of God: but as of sincerity, but as of
God, in the sight of God, speak we in
Christ.” From these words the preacher
took occasion to vindicate Unitarianism
from the various charges which are too
commonly made against it, and in a most
impressive and argumentative way as-
serted its claim to be received as a doc-
trine according to godliness. On Thurs-
day morning Mr. Valentine, of Palgrave,
commenced the service, and Mr. Bowles,
of Yarmouth, delivered the prayer, after
which, Mr. Fox, of London, preached
from 1 Cor. xv. 55 : ¢ O death, where 13
thy sting?” ‘The consolations and hopes
which Unitarianism is calculated to afford,
and which it.‘has afforded to its sincerc
and pious professors, were powerfully
displayed ; and sheiwn. to be in strict
accordance with the declarations of Christ
and the doctrines of:the. gospel.  After
service, the business: ‘of the Society was
transacted. The Report of the Com-

Y .

mittee was received, and it was the
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unanimgus request of the meeting, that
it be Jgrwarded& to: the Monthly Reposn-
tory for insertion.

Report of the Commzttee, 1820

Cums'rmn anm)s, .

We are again assembled in the place
in which. our Society was, formed and its
first General Meeting held, and we may
now confidently appeal to such of you as
have attended all or even any of these
Anniversaries,, whether it has not been
- good for us to have united in the propa-

gation of our common faith, and to have

cherished a spirit of Chmstlan friendship
among the members of our various socie-
ties. . Since the establishment of this
Association, many hundreds of tracts
have been put - into cxrculatlon. The
number distributed since the last Meeting
is 334, and the stock now in hand (not
mcludmg those ordered in the present
year) is 436.

It has been lnghly gratifying to us that,
year after year, our Meetings have been
attended with fresh proofs of their uti-
lity. Every anniversary has brought addi-
tional members, and wherever we assem-
bled, if any doubts had previously existed
as to their expediency, they have given
way to feelings of pleasure and satisfaction.
As, therefore, the utility and advantage
of this Society is no longer a matter of
uncertainty, but is acknowledged by the
concurrent testimony of all our churches,
we are desirous that e/ our Unitarian
brethren should cordially co-operate with
us in forwarding its objects, of which the
principal one is the diffusion of what we
regard as- gospel truth, by the distribu-
tion of books. We would invite them to
aid us in giving circulation to those admi-
rable and convincing arguments in defence
of pure and undefiled Chnstlamty, which
the catalogue of our Society contains. If
we regard truth as important, and Chris-
tian truth as most important;, if it is our
wish to edify one another; if we desire
that the benevolent and heart-cheermg
spirit of the gospel should supersede the
narrow and cheerless system which is
taught in popular creeds and confessions
of faith, let us unite in giving effect to
those means by which e¢nds so desirable
may be accomplished. If it be given to
few to reason like Locke or Lardner or
Priestley, it is yet in the power of us all
to give currency and circulation to their
writings, to bear our decided testimony
to the truths which we rofess, and to
claim for them the attention and exami-
nation ¢f owr Christ}a brethren, Unita-
rianism cag ne lppger be hid. It has
ceased to be confined to ‘the closets of
the learned, ang »;g g,vowed by Christians
of all ranks and ¢ asses, Thousands of
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the poor have fel, its value, and berne
their testimony. to its truth. Is is mot,
therefore, a. matter of. cho;ce whether its
advocates sha]l gird. on, their  armour.
We meet in our respective houses . of

prayer avowedly for, the  worship of the

One God, ‘and for this we are called upon
to give our reasons. . Let us not. shrink
from the  challenge. :The weapons . of
truth are in our hands , .and, belieying
them to be all-powerfnl, let us use them
with full assurance of final success. These
are not times for shrinking from a manly
and open avowal and a fearless,. defence
of our principles. We are ‘more than
ever subjected to calumny and misrepre-
sentation. Not' only by ,all classes of
our fellow-christians .are we ¢ spoken
against,” but even. Unbelievers have
joined in the senseless cxy. To vilify
the professors of Unitarianism has been
found-so sure a road to preferment in
the Church, that we have seen our judges
on the bench imitating: the example of
the established priests, and travelling out
of their way to traduce ws. Far be it
from any of us to imitate sach conduct ;
we are not to answer reviling with re-
viling, but we are bound “ to give a

_reason for the faith that is in us” to such

gainsayers. When we are accused of
blasphemy, it is our duty to hold up to
the examination of our fellow-christians
the works of Priestley and Lardner and
other champions of our faith, and to say,
¢ such is the blasphemy whlch we pro-
fess.” 'These repeated attacks will at
least have the effect of promoting union
and co-operation among us. Those who
have been languid in the cause of truth,
will feel the necessity of exertion. The
principles and the spirit of our venerable
ancestors, the old Nonconformists, will
still live in our churches. Their hatged
to oppression, their love of liberty, their
desire to remove all the degrading obsta-
cles which hinder the spread of truth,

‘'will animate their successors in the dxs-

charge of their duty, and will impel to
an active exertion of their influgnce in
behalf of those means by which its further
and complete pr omulgatlon may be at-
tained.

Adopting the same views of the cha-
racter and government of God, and of
the ultimate destiny of man, let each
study to contribute all in his power to
the promotlon of those views of Christian
truth - which we are convinced would
amehorate the heart, and root oqt from
it every persecuting feeling, which would
make man regard his Créator a3 a kind
and beneficent parent, and aﬁl; ) qma.nkmd

‘as brethren. 'If this be oy neither
the calumnies of the bigotéd and | he selfish
nor the attacks of the hireling efendem
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of haman creeds, nor the well-meant
opposition of the conscientious, will avail
to stop their progress. With a spirit of
Christian friendship among’ each other
and with bénevblence to -our fellow-
creatures, with prudence as’ our guide

and sctipture for our support, we shall

not fail of ultimateé success. -

Let us add, that, in furthering the
views of this Society, we are following
the advice and treading in the steps of
the most venerated professors of our
faith.. And here we shall be pardoned
for calling to your recollection the words
of oné of it8 most learned and powerful
defenders, whose ' purpose through lifé
was” (as he expressed it) < to profess
and stand by the truth so far as he knew
it, without regard to the fear or favour
of man,” and whose happiness it was
within these walls to minister to a Soci-
ety who knew his worth, and who were
not discouraged by the cry of heresy
from following him in the path of reli-
gious inquiry. ¢¢ Our principles,” said
Dr. 'Taylor, ¢ are liberty, private judg-
ment, free inquiry and free profession,
peace and charity, mutual forbearance,
moderation and good-will to all mankind,
and these principles will stand as long
as there is trath, honesty and humanity
in the earth, or a good and almighty God
in heaven. - But to what purpose is our
boasted liberty, if we dare not use it?
"To what purpose do we enjoy the light,
if we may not open our eyes toit? To
what purpose the word of God, if we
must not seek for its real and genuine
sense, but must be tied down to the
dictates and sentiments of any divines
that have been or now are? What ad-
vantage hath the Dissenter, if not to
reform without the formalities and delays
of human laws and edicts, whatever shall
be discovered to be at any time, or in
any respect, wrong in his schemie? Our
forefathers rejected what they thought
was of human invention, and what we
find to be so that escaped them, we,
upon their principles, are to reject, other-
wise we only exchange one kind of
bondage for another, and while we refuse
establishments by law, we shall comie
under the no less grievous establishments
of custom.

“ If we stand fitm in liberty and love ; if
we list ourselves under no other head or
leader but Christ alone; if we are sted-
fastly detérmined to establish our faith,
practicé and worship upon the word of
God alone, and have true affection to one
another and to all men, we shall act up
to our own true principles. Afid though
we may not be dable at once to bring the

whole body .of truth out of révelation,

‘yet the day will shine- stilt brightér upon

Intelligence.~Eastern Unitarian Society.

us, and ‘our eduse, thus seét upon itg
proper basis, will stand secure against
all assaults.” S A

The Treasurer’s accounts were then
audited, and several hew subscribers were
added to the list. - J. L, Marsh, Esq. and
Mr. Edward Taylor were contitued in the
offices of Treakurer -and Secrétary for the
ensuing year. An unanimous Wwish was
expressed that Mr. Fox and Mr. Rob-
berds would allow thetr Sermions to be
printed. The neéext yeatly meeting was
appointed to be held at Ydrmouth, on
the last Wednesday and Thursday in
June, 1821, Ninety-two gentlemen and
ladies afterwards dined together at the
Swan Inn. Thomas Robinson, Esq., of
Bury, in the Chait. Among the toasts
given from ‘the Chair were—"The Bishop
of the Diocese, and a speedy end to all
penal statutes against religious opinions.
—The Mayor of Norwich.—Mr. Robberds,
and prosperity to the York Academy.
In the course of the address which fol-
lowed this toast, Mr. Robberds enforced
the necessity of further exertions in be-
half of this valuable institution ; the list
of subscribers to which, from death and
from the pressure of the times, had this
year been diminished. 1t was also with
regret he stated, that not a single con-
gregational collection had this year been
made in aid of its funds. He therefore
felt it right, standing in "the situation of
one of the officers of the York Academy,
to appeal to the meeting, and to the dif-
ferent ministers present to exert them-
selves in their respective congregations
in behalf of that Institution.—Mr. Fox
and the Unitarian Fund. Mr. Fox, in
an eloquent and animated speech, vindi-
cated the objects of the Fund, and gave
‘many instances of its utility in promoting
the great cause of religious truth and
liberty.~~—A speedy end to all prosecutions
and persecutions on account of belief or
unbelief.—Our Fellowship Funds, may
they increase and multiply.

In the course of the afternoon, Mr.
Toms, Mr. Hawkes of Lincoln, Mr. Al-
derman Marsh, Mr. Sheriff Taylor, Mr.

‘George Watson, Mr. Crusoe, and other
‘gentlemen, severally

addressed the com-
pany on subjects either immmediately con-

‘nected with the interests of the Society,

or with the cause of clvil and religious
libery. The number of filends collected
from a distance, as well as those resident
in Norwich, far exceeded that of any
former meétitig, and a growing interest
in the objects of thé Societ 'f@nd a cor-
dial friendship animated the teeting.
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Unitarian Society, South Wales.

THE Annual Meeting of the Unitarian
Society in South W ales, was held on the
ngth of June last, at Gelli-Onnen, Gla-
morganshire. 'There was service on the
preceding evening, when Mr. J. Evans,
of Carmarthen, introduced, and Mr. T
Evans, of Aberdir, preached from John
x. 30. On the 29th, Mr. B. Philips, of
St. Clears, introduced, and Mr. J. Davies,
of Capel-y-Groes, Cardiganshire, preached
from Matt. xix. 16 ; .and Dr. H. Davies,
of Taunton, delivered an English sermon
from 2 Tim. i. 13, 14. .

"When the business of the Society was
concluded, the Scripture doctrine of re-
gencration was proposed for discussion.
‘The morning service began at 10 o’clock,
and the conference closed about half-past
three in the afternocn ; and though the
Meeting lasted so long, scarcely one in-
dividual could be said to be missed before
the end of the conference. The Meeting
was well attended, and there were about
cighteen preachers. The day was a day
of general and great satisfaction and plea-
sure to the friends of Unitarianism. 'The
next annual meeting of the Unitarian
Society is to be at Swansea.

J. JAMES.

.
Western Uniturian Society:

Toe Annual Meeting of the estern
Unitarian Society was held at Bridge-
water, on Wednesday the 19th of July.
In the morning the service was introduced
by the Rev. Mr. Hunter, of Bath; and
the Rev. Mr. Davis, of Collumpton, pro-
rounced the long prayer. The Rev. Wm.
Hincks, of Exeter, then delivered an ap-
propriate and excellent discourse from 1
Tim. ii. the latter part of the fifth verse,
which, at the request of the Society, he
has engaged to publish. The evening
service was conducted by the Rev. Dr.
Smith, of Yeovil, and the Rev. Mr. Rowe,
of Bristol. The latter gentleman, in a
discourse from John i. the last clause of
the 46th verse, very happily and forcibly
replied to some popular misrepresentations
of the conduct and views of Unitarians,
and left a strong impression on his audi-
ence. The singing on both parts of the
day, was conducted in a pleasing and
solemr.x manner; the ladies of the con-
gregation having for some years past
laudably exerted themselves in promoting
an attention to this interesting part of
divine service. The congregation at
Bridgewater received no small gratifica-
tion from intercourse with those respec-
table and intelligent friends who visited
them on the occasion. The next annual
Weeting is to be held at Collumpton.

) oo
YOL. xv, ~ 3 r
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- Scottish Unitarian Association.

ON Sunday the-30tlt 'of July, pursuant
to public notice, the Eighith Anniversary
of the Scottish Unitarian ‘Christian ‘Asso-
ciation was held in Glasgow.. The:Rev.
Robert Aspland conducted the morning
service, and preached to a numerous and
respectable audience, on the Omnipresence
of God, from Psalm cxxxix. 7—12. -The
Annual Report and letters from Corre-
spondents were read by Mr. Mardon
after the morning service. The Rev.-T.
C. Holland conducted the devotional sér-
vice in the afternoon, and the Rev. Mr.
Lyons, the first Unitarian Missiona}y that
was sent to Scotland, preached with great
effect from Phil. ii. 7. In the evening,
the annual sermon was preached by Mr.
Aspland, who chose for his subject, the
import of the appellation ¢ Son of Man,”
so often used by our Saviour in reference
to himself. The preacher was earnestly
solicited to print this ingenious discourse,
as being admirably adapted to prepmote
the objects of the Association. About 50
friends of both sexes assembled between
the afternoon and evening at tea, when
several interesting subjects of conversa-
tion were stated, in particular the peti-
tion likely to be presented, for relief in
regard to marriage among English Unita-
rians. 'The liberty enjoyed by Dissenters
of all denominations in Scotland, formed
a natural digression.* 7

On Monday the 31st, hetween 50 and
60 gentlemen . assembled in Gardner’s
Tavern, Princes Street, at the annual
dinner ; Thomas Muir, Esq., of Muir
Park, in the Chair. The sentiments
proposed, and the speeches which these
called forth, expressed the cordial good
wishes of the Meeting for the advance of
civil and religious liberty. 'The .interest
was increased by the presénce of Mr.
Logan, a uative of Glasgow, who had
spent several years in attendance upon
the College, with a view to the ministry
in the Kirk of Scotland, but who has
recently become Unitarian, and avowed
his change of opinions in the pulpit of
Union Chapel. 'The spirit ot the several
Meetings was a spirit of Christian can-
dour, blended with a zealous attachment
to that cause which, upon mature inquiry,
we believe to be the cause of Christian
improvement and of human happiness.

. B. M,

* Here, all regwlar marriages are
merely proeclaimed in the Established
Church, and registered by the Session
Clerk ; but the religious ceremony is con-
ducted by whomsoever and wheresoever
the parties may determine. It is usually
performed by their own. pastor, and n
the house of the bride. ‘

e
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New. Unitarian Chapel, Brighton.

Tuis chapel was, we are happy to an-
nounce, opened for public worship on
Sunday the 20th of August. The morning
service was conducted by the Rev. Dr.
Morell, the minister of the congregation,
who delivered on the occasion a very ex-
cellent and argumeutative discourse from
John iv. 24, 25, which, at the request of
several of his hearers, he consented to
print. In the evening, the Rev. Dr.'I'.
Rees preached an admirable sermon
from Rom. x. 9.

On both occasions the chapel was
crowded to excess, and the interest which
secmed to be every where excited gave
great promisce for the fulfilment of the
expectations of success which the pro-

nmioters and  well-wishers of this new
establishment have long entertained.

With continucd zeal, and, above all, the
maintenaunce of a spirit of union and har-
mony, without which no institution can
flourish, we have no doubt of the forma-
tion of a most respectable congregation.

Ot the simple eleeance and beauty of
the design of the chapel, and (with very
few exceptions) the general execution of
the work, particularly the front, there
secemed to be but one opinion; and as the
parties who have undertaken the building
must look to the continuance ot the
liberal assistance which has hitherto been
arforded for the means of liquidating a
considerable balance of the cost, an ex-
nectation which might be iniured by the
1dea (which we know has been enter-
taincd) of unnecessary expense having
Been incurred, we think it due to them
to say a word or two on that head.

Some attention to appearance, it must
be allowed, was expedient in such a situ-
ation, and svme expense on that account
cxcused, but we understand that, so far
from the form of the building having
created additional expense, the tender
upon which the architect undertook it
was below any of the estimates obtained
from different parties for a perfectly plain
structure, and that the very low price at
which it has bcen executed, is entirely
owinug to its making some architectural
pretension, which rendered it a desirable
andertaking for an artist, as an opportu-
nity for the exertion and display of his
talents.

et A=

LProposal of Unitarian Chepel at
Scurborough.
Scarborough,

DIR, August 16, 1820.

Many of your readers are informed,
through a private channel, that a sub-
scription has been entered into for the
purpose of erecting a chapel for the wor-
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ship of one God the Father at this place,
and I take the liberty, through the me-
dium of your pages, of pointing out the
very great importance of the proposed
plan.

The nuwmber of visitors at Scarborough
during the last season was estimated a:
3000 at one time. Amongst this great
concourse of various ranks in life, many
are Unitarians. No seats are, 1 undez-
stand, to be procured at the Church or
at the Independent Chapel, and, after
repeated attempts, no room can be pro-
cured for Unitarian worship. The con-
sequence is, that the Unitartans who visit
Scarborough are either greatly incom-
moded at one of these places of worship
where they hear, at the same time, what
is opposite to their own sentiments, or
fall inte the dangerous practice of entirely
absenting themselves from the house of
God. Surely all must be willing to lend
their efforts to remove this evil who are
aware of the. incalculable importance
which history shews to attach to public
worship In general, and who have expe-
rienced in themselves the supreme delight
which accompanies that shich is in uni-
son with the dictates of the heart. With
what lively concern, Mr. Editor, must
Unitarian mninisters, when led to this
place in pursuit of health or needful re-
creation, contemnplate such a state of
things ! Will they not put forth their
utmost exertions to. effect a change?
Will not our wealthy and enlightened lay-
men co-operate with them?

'T’he population of Scarborough, inde-
pendent of the visitors, is not less than
8000 or 9000. The avowed Unitarians
amongst the regular iniabitants are very
few ; but Unitarian tracts have recently
been perused by many with great eager-
ness, and an earnest wish has been ex-
pressed for the establishment of an Uni-
tarian Chapel, which it cannot be doubted
would very soon be well attended. 'The
expense of purchasing land and the build-
ing of a chapcl is estimated at £800,
of which sum £111. 5s. have been sub-
scribed by ten or eleven generous indivi-
duals, through the exertions of Arthur
Shore, Esq., of Scarborough. He has
declined receiving the money until therg
appears a nearer prospect of completing
the object in view. I need not say what
pleasure it would afford me to receive
the names of subscribers directed to me
at Hull, but I am sensible that it would
tend much more to the furtherance of
the cause if the Editor of the Monthly
Repository would do. the same. 3

.GEORGE KENRICK.
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Newcastle-under-Lyme.

'fae old Presbyterian Chapel in this
place was re-opened, after an interval of
twenty years, on Sunday the 16th of April.
‘The Rev. —— Hutton, of Warrington,
. preached in the morning and -evening,

and delivered two excellent and very ap-
propriate discourses; the former from
Romans xiv. 3, enforcing the doctrine of
free inquiry in matters of religion, and
the exercise of charity and good-will to-
wards those who differ from us;—the
Jatter from Prov. xxii. 6, cn the impor-
tance and utility of instructing the lower
classes of society. In the afternocn, the
Rev. Wm. Fillingham, of Congleton, who
has since supplied for us, also delivered
an excellent discourse from 1-Tim. i. 15,
on the moral purposes of the Christian
religion.

The chapel was respectably filled,
though by no means crowded, and there
was a collection after each service,
amounting in the whole to £10. 6s. 44d.
We have lately had an addition of several
new members, and, upon the whole, we
think our prospects are encouraging,
though our numbers do not increase very
rapidly. There are at present about 30
girls and 20 boys who regularly attend
the Sunday school, and who are instructed
by some of the members of the congre-
zation. We have, besides, a small library,
for which we are indebted to the volun-
tary contributions of our Unitarian friends
i different places. Our means at present
being rather limited, we cannot do more
than instruct the children in reading and
spelling, but we have it in contemplation,
ere long, to procure the assistance of
some of our friends for the purpose of
preaching a sermon, and having a collec-
tion, which may enable us to fit up the
gallery in such a manner as to afford an
Opportunity of teaching them writing and
ciphering. We think it right for the
satisfaction of those numerous friends
who have so handsomely contributed to
the support of the Unitarian cause in
this place by their pecuniary aid, to pub-
ish a statement of the expenses that
have been incurred in repaiting and fitting
up the chapel. 'The amount, as near as
€an at present be ascertained, is £130,
towards which we have received as fol-
Jows, viz,

Pe_ter Boult, Newcastle - £5 0 0
Miss Byerleys, Ditto - - - 5 0 ©
Miss-Wedgwood, Parkfisld - 10 0 0
Miss S. Wedgwood, Ditto - 10 0 0
Josiah Wedgwood, Esq., Etruria 10 ¢ 0
Misg Morgan, Bristol” - - -10 0 0
Mrs. Shapland, Ditto - - - 3 3 0
Mrs. Stamford, Lindley Wood 10 0 - 0.
Amowrit’ chitied forvard - €63 3 0

Amount brought forward - - £63 3 0
Rev. William Fillingham, Con- .
-gletonp - - - - -. - - 1 1 0
Collected at the re-opening of S

the Chapel - - - - - -10 .6 4
Bristol Fellowship Society - -~ 10 0 . ©
Birmingham Ditto Ditto - - 10 0 0
Liverpool Ditto Ditto - - -~ 5 0 0
Rev. John Yates, Liverpool - 6 0 ©
Mrs. Mary Kenrick, Ditte- - 0 10 0

£105 0 4

Leaving a deficiency of - - 24 19 8
£130 0 0

P.B. .

The Protestant Society for the Pro-

tection of Religious Liberty.
[Concluded from p 437.]

T'o the subject of the MARRIAGE AcCTs
he [Mr. Wilks] would now direct their at-
tention. In the last session of Parliament,
the Unitarians had introduced a Bill to
allow the omission in the marriage service
of the Church of Eugland of certain parts,
to which they could not conscientiously
assent. It had been then withdrawn,
but.again it would be introduced, and he
sincerely desired their success. (“Applause.)
His pleasure would be increased if the
relief was extended to all classes of. Dis-
senters. (Great applause.) Why should
Dissenters who disapproved of an Esta-
blished Church-—who declined baptism,
confirmation and burial by its ministers,
under their sanction begin their social,
wedded life? Why should Dissenters
submit to forms from which Quakers and
Jews and the Catholics in Ireland were
exempt ? (Applause.) Why should not
they apply for and obtain a similar ex-
emption ?  (Applauvse.) 'The marriage
of Dissenters by their own ministers was
not without precedent. Previous to the
Marriage Act, the jnatrimonial ceremony
was often performed by them. During
the protectorate of Cromwell, marriage
was treated as a civil contract, and re-
cognized by a justice of the peace. He
had there the form of a certificate of
such marriage. The form of the decla-
ration was simple and eflicient. It re-
sembled that now adopted by the Quakers;
among them ¢¢ the man declared, I take
this, my friend, to be my wife, promising
through Ditvine assistance to be unto her
a loving and faithful husband, until it
shall please the Lord by death to separate
us.” And then the lady declared, < [
take this, my friend, to be my husband,
promising through Divine asgistance to
be unto him a loving and faithful wife,
until it shall please -the Lordiby death to
separate us.” In the form, during the



‘488

Commonwealth, the varianee was, that
the lady, in addition to her other engage-
ments, promised obedience, as well as
Jidelity and love. (Laugtter and applause.)
If marriage was to be again a papal
sacrament, or a religious act, then who.

could be so proper to officiate as those.

holy Christian pastors who interceded for
us in our infancy, watched over us in
childhood, and who have marked with
interest our opening loves? Who with
more effect would unite our destinies,
and breathe out for us an affectionate
and fervent prayer ? (Loud applause.)

During the late short session, the
attention of the Committee was directed
to the five important Acts that so much
affected our public liberties, and especi-
ally to the bill for preventing SEDITIOUS
MEETINGS. After a correspondence with
Lord Liverpool, from whom they received
the most prompt and polite attention, a
provision was inserted exempting all
meetings held in rooms and buildings
from the operation of the bill. Had not
such clause been inserted, that Meeting
could not have been held: for any
meeting ot more than fifty persons, for
the purpose, or on the pretext of delibe-
rating upon any public grievance, or any
matter in Church or State, except parish
meetings, became illegal. 'Then the Test
and Corporation Acts would have been
eternalized ; and what were the subjects
of all their deliberations, but those which
related to matters of Church or State?
(Hear, hear.) 'The insertion of that
clause was a measure of great import-
ance; and when it was recollected that
the Act had been twice committed in the
House of Commons, and sanctioned by
vast majorities before the insertion of the
clause, might he not affirm that again
the friends to religious freedom had been
the best upholders of civil liberty, and
again claim for them the eulogy of Hume,
‘¢ That by the Puritans alone the sacred
spark of freedom was preserved.” (ZLoud
applauses.) But he hardly ought to
detain them. (Loud cries of hear, hear,
and from the noble Chairman, < No, go
on.”)

From Parliamentary affairs, then, he
would proceed to state some cases of
DisTURBANCES and Riors. Cases at a
Sunday-school in the Edgeware Road, at
Corton, in Wiltshire, near Basingstoke,
-and at Southwick, in -Hampshire, were
alluded to; some of which' had been
settled by local exertions, and in others
prosecutions against the offenders were
depending. At Alvington, in Gloucester-
shire, disturbances of a nature more
serious had occurred. ‘The congregation
wag -oftén disturbed by many’ persons,
one of them a man dressed in-a morris

dancing jacket, who danc¢ed in the place.
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'They pinched the women, imitated shaving
with a stick, and by noises within and
external disturbances, had affrighted some,
and disturbed the peace of all. One of
the gentlemen attending the Chapel ap-
plied to the Society, and no sooner was
the application known, than the offenders
sought to propitiate the poor Dissenters
they had insulted ; attended at the next
occasion of worship, expressed publicly
their sorrow, and promised in future to
conduct themselves with propriety. The
matter was thus happily concluded. To
the Society might be applied the motto,
‘¢ Stat nominis umbre.” By pacific mea-
sures they converted their enemies to
friends ; again wolves might be changed
to lambs ; and a peaceful, useful triumph
was obtained. (Zfpplause.)

But there was a class of miseellaneous
aggressions which he could not classify
under any of the previous divisions; they
were, however, not less intolerant, nor
less oppressive. Amongst such cases to
which he referred, was one at Sherring-
ham, near Poole. There resided a wor-
thy man of celebrated name. He bore
that name of JouN BurLL which was cele-
brated through the world. (Laughter.)
This John Bull had improved an inferior
building on his farm, and converted it
into a commodious Chapel for religious
worship, by Protestant Dissenters. A
neighbouring clergyman instigated the
landlord of John Bull to give him notice
to quit the premises, of which he had a
lease, because he had by an improvement
dilapidated the estate. The landlord
ventured to commence an action of eject-
ment. 'The honest farmer, not affluent,
but firm, nobly resolved that he would
sell his waggon and best team of horses
before he would yield to the attempt.
But the Society prevented that sacrifice ;
and no sooner was an appearance entered
to the action, than all further proceedings
were abandoned, and John Bull was lgft
in peaceful possession of his domain.
( Laughter and applause.) Many former
triumphs of John Bull resulted from his
obstinacy, and had generally been stained
with blood and been succeeded by distress ;
but this was a victory which humanity
and religion could not but approve.
( Hear, hear.)

Another case of oppression towards 2
labourer, at Stretton upon Dwnsmoor, I
the county of Warwick, that excited
horrer and sympathy, was stated with
tenderness and great effect; but as the
aggressors, including the churchwardens
and the principal officers’ and farmers are
indicted, -and will be. tried at the next
assizes for the offenge, we abstain -from
a detail, that mightigither  prejudice the
offenders, or assist in their’defence.—Mr.
Wilks then procesded ta-Gonvay: them tQ
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a village in Oxfordshire, called Ewelme.
‘That, indeed, was a village interesting
to the lovers of picturesque scenery and
of antiquarian research; but to him,
from the proceedings-he should tell about,
had become a village in which he should
feel deeply interested to his dying day.
Hear, hear.) ‘The rectory, with a
caponry at Christ Church, Oxford, by the
gift of King James, was connected with
the Regius Professorship of Divinity in
shat University. It is held by the Bishop
of LANDAFF. Mr. Heafford, a Baptist
Missionary Preacher; entered the parish
o disseminate doctrines that he deemed
as seeds, of which the blossoms were
.fragrant and the harvest good. Here,
too, a peasant registered his cottage as a
place of religious meeting for some neigh-
bouring labourers, and NMyr. Heafford
occasionally preached. The worth of
those uncompensated labours would be
best illustrated by their effects. That a
mere cottager should venture to intro-
duce preaching into a parish once cele-
brated for its chalybeate spring, for its
<¢ polyphonous echo,” for its wide-spread-
ing elms, for its prospects of a delightful
valley, through which the Thames or Isis
gently flowed, and without episcopal
authority, gave to the Right Rev. Prelate
great offence. He deputed a messenger
to AMos NORROWAY, the poor man whom
he was presenting to their notice. By
the curate he had been visited. His elo-
quence could not induce the peasant to
shut his door ; and as persuasion was
unavailing, he told him, unless he would
desist from permitting the visits of the
Dissenter, he should hear further about
it. Gentlemen, (continued Mr. Wilks,)
this poor man was thus placed by his
firmness and integrity in a situation in
which more lettered and wealthier men
might have been overcome. He was but
a labourer, a day labourer. But mark
the influence of religion on the mind!
Not only does it improve the manners,
and breathe tenderness into the heart,
but it bestows a matchless energy on the
mind. It gave a mild but constant lustre
even to the sons of want, such as the
artificial lights of mere wealth and pomp
and learning never could confer.

Amos, returning from his daily labour,
found that the Bishop’s servant had been
to his dwelling, and had said, ‘¢ The
Bishop desires you will come up to-
morrow morning.” ¢ Bless me,” said
Ames, ‘¢ what can he want with me? 1
:i‘are say it is about the preaching.”

Well,”. said his wife, < had you not
“better give it up ?” ¢ No,” said Amos
Norroway, ¢ .I will not give it up.
](Applauam '\DNd; not while:my life shall
;ast. ‘Yourrsurely wanld: not wish: me.
Fhink:‘hew tnuch happier now we are:”

(Loud applause.) ‘¢ Well,” says the good
wife, ‘¢ you are right Amos; persevere;
trust in God, Amos, and fear fiot.” (Loud
and vehement applause.) ¢ And will you
visit the Bishop?” says the wife. ¢ O

_yes,” says Amos, ““ I must go and see

him.”  In the morning, dressed, doubtless,
in his-best leather breeches and a clean
smock-frock, he visited the parsonage.
(4 laugh.) He went. See the poor
peasant knocking at the door, opened by
livery servants; Amos ushered into the
hall, the servants wondering what their
lordly master could want with this la-
bouring man. ¢“ Your name, friend,” was-
asked. ¢ Amos Norroway.” He was
announced. He enters the Bishop’s l-
brary, and in his own words I will relate,
said Mr. Wilks, what is reported to me
to have been the dialogue. [ prefer, said
Mr. Wilks, to give you his own words,
because you might think that too great
warmth of feeling made me caricature,
and tint in too lively colours, this memo-
rable interview. That interview reminded
him ofancient times—of times, he thought,
gone by for ever—of dialogues they might
vet read about in Fox’s Martyrology.
Yes, it reminded him that faith was ever
faith—religion ever was religion—manly
principle yet was manly principle — and
though they might view many fluctuations
in society with pain, yet there was some-
thing in every humnan heart which, when
touched, would vibrate ; and hence some-
times man in every climate, under every
circumstance, possessed a simple native
greatness which proved him little lower
than an angel, by his Creator crowned
with glory and honour. (Applause.) You
will observe, said Mr. Wilks, the poor
peasant in the company of the Bishop.
¢¢ Norroway, what is it I hear of you?
I understand you encourage a Methodist
preacher at your house.” (Skarply.) Nor-
roway.—*¢ Yes, Sir, I do. He has been
several times, and here is the license of
the house.” I have a copy of the license
in my hand, but will not trouble you with
reading it. 'The Bishop looks at it, and
reads it. 1 need mnot state to you, gen-
tlemen, that it came from the Deputy
Registrar of the diocese of Oxford, who
certified that the certificate was brought
into the Registry the 31st Dec. 1819.
¢¢ This never came from Oxford,” says
the Bishop; < it is a forgery.” ¢ Yes,”
says Norroway, ‘it comes from the:
Bishop’s office at Oxford ; Mr. Heafford
brought it.” (Shewing the certificate.)
<¢ Oh, oh,” says the Bishop; ‘‘ why an

house, or any blockhead, may be lic’enses
for eighteen-pence. Well, what is the
reason for your holding meetings at your
house ?” (Laughter.) ¢*¢ Because,” sa

Norroway, ‘ by the preaching. of the

gospel, 1 have been led to see that I-am
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a sinner, and I am desirous that others
should go to heaven as well as myself.”
(Great applause.) “° To what denomina-
tion,” says the Bishop, ¢¢ does your
preacher belong?” The poor man hesi-
tated. < Is he Methodist, Independent,
Wesleian, Calvinist or Baptist, or what ?”
The poor man was still silent. <¢ You
are a pretty fellow, not to know whom
you belong to!” (Sneering.) (A lavgh.)
‘““ What is your preacher? 1s he a shoe-
maker, or cobbler, or what?” < Heis a
preacher of the gospel,” says Amos, ““ and
belongs to a Missionary Society in Lon-
don, and follows no tradc or business
besides.” ¢ Where dces he preach?”
said the Bishop. ¢ At Watlingion and
Chalgrove, Stadhampton and Ewelme,”
answers Norroway, ‘¢ besides other places.”
When the Bishop replies, ¢ I think it a
very mean and scandalous trick for such
a fellow to enter villages, and lead the
best of the people astray from the Church.”
““ The gentleman,” replied Norroway,
‘“ means no such thing, Sir; he comes to
instruct the ignorant, and teach poor
people the way to heaven.” (¢ _Applause.)
““ Why,” said the Reverend Bishop, ¢ all
the people of this parich belong to me,
(Youd laugh,) and if | suffer any person
to lead them astray, I must be answer-
able for them.” Ah, dire responsibility,
too often and too long forgotten! ¢ But
if they will not come to church, that
they may be saved, -that is their own
fault ; but I should wish you to know
that I can preach as good doctrines as
that fellow, let him be who he may ; and
if you were to hear me, perhaps you
would like me as well as him.” Norro-
way—-*¢ [ have never heard you, Sir, and
I have never attended at church since the
Lord gave me to see that salvation is all
of grace, through faith in Christ, without
the decds of the law.” <¢ But is there
ot grace,” replies the Bishop, ‘¢ to be
found in the church ?” Norroway—< Yes,
[ believe the grace of God is in his
‘church; but then that church is a congre-
gation of good and faithful men.” (Loud
and long-continued applause.) The Bi-
shop then said, < I tell you what, Nor-
roway, I am highly offended with you.”
He, Mr. Wilks, did not wonder the
Bishop began to be weary of his guest.
We generally, said he, close discussions
angrily, lJoudly, abruptly, when we have
nothing more to say. < I tell you what,
INorroway,” says the indignant Prelate,
‘“ I am highly offcnded with you, and,
unless you give up your meetings, you
shall feel the effect of my displeasure ;
but if you give them up, I will take no
further notice of it.” 'I'he poor man had
doubtless never read the lines of Racine,
—¢ Je crains Dieu, cher Abner, et n’ai
point d’autre crainte,”—*¢ | fear God, but
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kuow no other fear.” But he felt the
sentiment uttered by the heroic Hebrew
—and the scene once acted in the plain
of Dura by the captive Jews, before the
Babylonish monarch, was again per-
formed ;—they could not yield——nor could
the British peasant. (Cries of bravo, and
loud applause.) *¢ Sir,” replied Norro-
way, ‘I cannot promise to give them
up.” ¢ Why cannot you give them up,
as well as begin them ?” the Bishop con-
tinued. ¢ However, if you do not give
up your meetings, I will do all in my
pawer to make you ; for I am determined
to put a stop to them, so you may go
about your business.” To which, said
Norroway, ¢ Good morning, Sir.” Thus
the conference was cnded. (Laughter.)
You will suppose, said Mr. Wilks, after
the Bishop had thus invited a competi-
tion between the Baptist teacher and
himself, (¢ laugh,) that he would have
hegun to adopt the same means as were
adopted by that worthy man; that he
wotld have visited some of the cottages
of the poor, and conversed with them
familia1ly, and proved that he could sym-
pathise with them iu their distresses, and
practically point the path to heaven.
Then, indeed, they should suppose, epis-
copacy weuld resume her best aud avcient
honours. 'Those cevery true friend of
religious liberty would wish to see her
wear. But, no! power, not argument,
was to decide the fray. Scarcely was it
crcdible, but it was true—the poeor man
has been served with a natice to leave
his cottage. But, gentlemen, shall he
quit? (No, no, no, from wvarious parts
of the room.) No, gentlemen, not, said
Mr. Wilks, if I spend the last fragment
of my fortune, he shall not! (Fery loud
and long-continued marks of approbation.)
No! gentlemen, he may quit that cot-
tage, but there shall be reared in that
village another modest cottage tor that
poor man! And he shall not be perforee
a wanderer! It shall be a cottage such
as becomes me to build and him to dwell
in. It shall not be a chapel, but a cot-
tage; and I hope that often thence the
pious prayer shall ascend, grateful as
incense, and that, amidst the stillness of
the summer’s eve, or tempest of a wintry
night, the melodies of praise shall echo
tbrough the vale. On the front of that cot-
tage shall be placed this inscription, ¢ AN
ASYLUM FRoM PERSEcuUTION.” And when
the Bishop alternates his abode from his
palace at Landaey to his canonry at Or-
ford, and from Oxzford to this village,
this inscription will meet his cye, an

then ¢ to supper with what appetite he
may !” But, gentlemen, continued Mr.
Wilks, 1 do not think that this Prelate
will long there remain. . Anfarchiepisco-
pal mitre might await his:brow. But
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still there would be moments of reflec-
tion; and Amds, the hind at Ewelme,
might be as a-spectre amidst the honours
of the convocation, and at the banquet
hour. ( Loud upplause.) |

He expressed his regret that such ex-
nosures should be made ; they were made
- reluctantly ; he wished to honour all to
whom honour was due; but he must not
pe blamed for dishonouring those who
had been so guilty of their own disho-
pour. He presumed they were weary.
( Hear, hear, g0 on, £0 o1, Sfrom «?! puarts
of the room.) 1f they were not weary of
listening to such narratives, he was weary
of their narration, and his weariness and
pain were even augmented as he traced
these effects to their cause, and thought
on the sources whence such streams could
flow. They originated from incorrect
opinions as to religious liberty; and it
was therefore he would impress the
necessity for accurate acquaintance with
the elementary doctrines of religious
freedom. Their acquaintance should be
blended with attachment; they should
know them, love them, teach them, act
evcr on them ; for until they were thus
known, taught, beloved, displayed, there
would be persecutions, pitiful or exten-
sive, affecting a hamlet or an empire, a
small domestic circle or a world. And
if their Society should promote the diffu-
sion of the truth on” the universal right
of man to think, to believe, and to pro-
mulgate opinion; they would effect yet
greater benefits than by extending their
®gis over the victims of persecution, or
repelling on persecutors their own assaults.
Then the source would be purified, and
the black streams must disappear. (Ap-
Plause.)

That Society had acquired celebrity.
In poetry and prose it had been assailed.
By prose resembliug poetry, and poetry
dull as prose. In a poem, czlled ¢ Religio
Clerici,” by a reverend Churchman, imi-
tating the Religio Luici of Dryden but in
name. Among multitudes of the excel-
lent and pious, whom the author would
deride, he had been assailed ; an invita-
tion of ladies to attend such meetings
was the serious charge. In the notes,
the author quoted some reference he had
made to the Spartan mothers ; that refer-
cuce he would not deny. The man who
did not wish for female influence in the
diffusion of truth, had ill studied the page
of history, had ill-read the human heart.
He did not wish that British mothers
should give to future generations irou
bodies and fron hearts. But he was no
Mussulman nor Brahmin. He thought
D0t on women as on houris or as slaves.
He. knew ' that men often became what
their - mothers made ‘them; and many
memoirs and the  Sacred Volume had
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illustrated that truth. =~ He therefore
wished the ladies to understand these
noble . principles, and if they .understood
their ¢bligations to religious liberty, they
would teach it, with their earliest lessons,
to their boys. Yesterday he had perused
a report of the Inquisition in Spain, and
learnt that at an auwto da fe, out of 120
victims on that occasion, 48 only were.
men, and the remaining 72 were women?!
And among the honourable roll of mar-
tyrs in every age, men were rarely as
numerous, or as distinguished for inten-
sity of feeling or heroic perseverance, as
martyrs of the female sex. What heroic
seif-devotion had they manifested! What
labours, ingenious and intrepid, had they
performed, in every country and in every
age! Who were such instructors? Well,
then, did Le hope, that the ladies would
perceive the importance of educating their
children in an attachment to the great
cause of constitutional liberty. As great
examples, he need not refer them to
Madame Roland and Madame De Staél;
but he would refer them to their own
country-women, as noble-minded, as wise,
and far more devout. He would refer to
the lady of Colonel Hutchinson ; (applause)
there was a woman, worthy to be the
historian of one of the best and worthiest
of the British race! He would refer
them to the recent publications of the
life of Lord Russell, and to the letters of
his lady, for a portrait of that loveliest
of women ! Loveliest! for what was so
lovely as the loveliness of virtue? He
had perused those publications with pecu-
liar emotion; he had marked a tender-
ness the most exquisite, the pure perfec-
tion of conjugal regard, active, maternal
tenderness, and all blended with unfeign-
ing Christian piety, with a more than
manly firmness, with a love of her
country triumphant aund intense.

Could fiction feign a spectacle like that
presented, when in those troublous
times Lord Russell was tried for high
treason? His lady attended him wupon
the trial, although educated in all the
luxury of the age, delicate in mind, as
flexible and graceful in her form; and
when the Judge allowed ¢ that ary of
his servants might assist in writing what
he pleased,” he could reply, ¢ My wife
is here, my Lord, to do it.” Shall men
scorn women then? INot those who
know them ! (Loud applause.) No! not
those who know what society now owes
to them—not those who know they must
be auxiliaries if ever society shall . be—
what it is not yet; but what the wisg
and good and lovely would wish it to
become. (Applause.) .

Such was their poetical antagonist.
Thelr prose and theological opponents
need not long occupy thejr. time. The



492 Intelligence.— Protestant Society: Mr. Wilks’s Speech.

vainest of their friends did not expect
their proceedings would have afforded
topics for university discussions. But in
a volume of eight sermons preached last
year before the University of -Oxford, at
the celebrated Bampton Lectures, ¢ On
the Religious Principles and Practices of
the Age,” the learned preacher, Mr.
Morgan, had in the fifth sermon, on the
Principles of the Nonconformists, attacked
those principles, and had illustrated the
unscriptural nature of their principles
from the resolutions of this Society.
(Laughter.) 'The following was the reso-
lution he condemned : ¢ That every man
in every age and in every country, kas a
sacred and wunalienable right to worship
God according to his conscience, whick no
individuals or governments or legislatures
can, without injustice or oppression, di-
rectly or indirectly, infringe.” Gentlemen,
said Mr. Wilks, if this be heresy, we will
be heretical. We will re-resolve that
resolution again this day. (Bursts of
applause.) 'To the force of argument
they would yield. But they must be
better arguments than those presented
in that volume to justify their yielding.
Mr. Morgan, indeed, had urged that
Christianity did not teach an inherent
sight of free inquiry, because, though it
commanded believers ¢¢ to prove all
things,” it also taught them ¢ to hold
fast that which is good ;” and that Jesus
Christ was a frieud to established reli-
gions, and to the union of civil and eccle-
siastical authority, because the apostles,
as Jews, were used to a church esta-
blishment, and our Saviour - actually
recommended an obedience ¢ to the
Scribes who sat in the seat of Moses.”
Would such arguments appal or vanquish
them ? Must they be recreant knights
before such weapons, hurled by an arm
so impotent? Who so practically illus-
trated as Jesus Christ the daty of free
investigation? An establishment really
theocratical had been by him levelled to
the dust, that amidst the ruins might
arise an edifice sacred to a purer faith, a
better hope, and more expanded love—
an edifice simple, unworldly, spiritual and
sublime! (Lowud applause.)

To another, though less direct attack,
he must allude. ' He referred to three
sermons just published by a Rev. gentle-
man, (Mr. BELSHAM,) eminent among
Protestant Dissenters of the Presbyte-
rian denomination. They were entitled,
‘¢ Christianity Pleading for the Patronage
of the Civil Power,” and had previously
been preached to his opulent and well-
instructed congregation: a congregation
including gentlemen of great legal emi-
neunce, and members of the Commons
House of Parliament most intimately
connected with Pretestant Dissenters,

Two of those sermons were devoted to

_the proof of a proposition, ¢¢ that Chris-

tianity deserved and required the support
and patronage of the civil power.” When
such doctrines were avowed, he thought
his. duty required himh publicly to state,
that if he knew any thing of the princi-
ples of Protestant Dissenters, from such
propositions they ever must dissent. That
gentleman advised, that for Dissenters ¢f
certain sects, a provision should be made,
and stated that he saw no good reason
‘“ why Christianity might not occasionally

- lift her mitred front in courts and parlia-

ments.” Experience in France had proved
the evil tendencies to the Protestants of
any dependence on the state; and as to
mitred men in Parliament, the history of
Dissenters taught in every age, that
peculiar protection and emolument pro-
duced assumption and abuse; and that
even when the Stuarts and successive
monarchs were disposed to concede to
the unendowed and dishonoured sects,
those men with mitred heads had been
to toleration the most strenuous foes.
Fortunately, however, the work of the
Bampton Lecturer stated the principles
it condemned, and the Sermous announced
candidly the objections to the theory they
upheld. The remedies would accompary
the disease, and wherever the poison was
diffused, there would be the antidote.
But if these were only speculations, he
would have abstained from all remarks.
Thelr practical tendency excited his
alarm. They increased the difficulties
which prevented the attainment of reai
rights. Many of these difliculties origi-
nated in the misconception of their priu-
ciples, and that misconception he did not
wonder at. To their present noble
Chairman it was known, that the most
eloquent Member of the Cabinet had
stated, ‘¢ that he would not assist in the
repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts,
although he would endeavour to emanci-
pate the Catholics.” He said ¢¢ there was
an Annual Exemption Act, under which
Dissenters might qualify for offices, and
by virtue of which, if they did not
qualify, they were exempt from punish-
ment. To Dissenters, therefore, ho
practical injury could result: and, unless
they wished to despoil the Church, and
to partake their treasures, they might bt
content.” Such were the sentiments 01
practical statesmen. ‘Those sentiments
excited in him no surprise. The men
who thus reasoned were men ¢ lout posr
la trippe,”’—* all for the quarter-day.
They mingled not with men of principle,
not with men who loved truth for the
sake of truth—not with those who knew
that truth would eyer usefully -operate
on the human mind. When Dissenters
demanded an exemiptioii from the Cor
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poration and Test Acts, such men, there-
fore, naturally thought they desired only
s¢ gain from godliness.” They supposed
they were impelled by envy of their epis-
copal cathedrals—their academic bowers
and ample funds. Those statesmen could

not think that it was from principle aloue

they acted.—They could not understand
the sigh that might be breathed by the
minister as he  passed some episcopal
palace, glaring with lights and surrounded
by numerous equipages, as he returned
to an humble home oa a stormy, wintry
night from some little village, after he had
distributed the bread of life to cottagers,
who could offer him no refreshment but
a crust of bread and a glass of water
from a crystal spring—and only gladdened
by the hope that he had made the
wretched glad. They would suppose that
jealousy had impelled the sigh. They did
not understand that it was the sigh of
pity for the lordly prelate, accompanied
Ly a silent prayer, that in the day of final
retribution he might render to the Master
Shepherd a good account.—No, they think
not that his wishes and his hopes are
more exalted—that he would not put on
the tiara if offered him—that he dare not
—that the acceptance would contradict
principles dearer to him than life. But
such publications as that to which he last
alluded, perpetuated the delusion. When
such statesmen learnt that Protestant
Dissenters desired a connexion with the
State—wished to partake its wealth, and
thought Christianity dependent on its
support, all their prejudices acquired con-
firmation ‘¢ strong as proofs from holy
writ;” and against such prineiples on the
part of Protestant Dissenters, he must
therefore publicly protest. (" Loud ap-
plause.)

. Amongst many circumstances which
induced him to wurge union and vigi-
lance was a measure about to be intro-
ducgd inte Parliament during the present
session. Dissenters must not be capti-
vated by alluring names. An Act to
which he had referred, and which would
have taken poor children from their pious
parents, was a pill gilded and saccharized
by a specious title, that was called “ An
Act to prevent the Misapplication of the
Poors’ Rates ;” and the other bill would
be nominally ¢ A Bill to promote the
Umyersal Education of.the Poor.” What
<ould be more captivating than such a
Ineasure to the friends to education and
to truth? But yet few Bills would re-
quire more deliberate attention. He
need not say he was a friend to educa-
::)0“- (Applause.) But all should begin
o perceive that instruction is not educa-
rh'Ill(i It was net merely teaching poor
-avdren to .read-and write that would

make them good members of socicty ; it
VoL, XV, | 38
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was not those attainments alone which
would make them useful and honourable
and happy. Education included all the pro-
cess that formed the human character—
which united the head and heart—which
not only increased the intellectual power
of man, but increased the moral energy
that would direct that power,—that
not merely accumulated floods of water,
which might desolate and astound, but
caused those floods to fertilize and im-
prove—that connected the present and
the future being of man. 'They ought
not to be deceived by the comparison
drawn between Scotland and Ireland :—
as if the relative state of the peasantry
of thoese countries depended principally
upon reading and writing. It was not
merely. such instruction, but the-whole
education of Scotland that occasioned
their pre-eminence, not in intellectual,
but in moral, and therefore real worth.
To natural, physical causes might be at-
tributed that, whilst Scotland was agri-
cultural and pastoral-——whilst the popula-
tion was scant, and the parish Presbyters
patriarchal, and all about them breathed
the air of native purity, that the Scottish
peasantry were not only among the bra-
vest of the brave; but among the wor-
thiest of the excellent. But though yet
these schools continue; though yet they
can read and write, observe them in
places, manufacturing and populous :
look to them in those places where the
poor laws are intruding; look to them
in Glasgow, and learn, that instruction
is not ecdycation, as there instructed
Scotsmen have become as depraved, ener-
vated, propense to licentiousness and
discontent, as in their own manufacturing
towns, or in the worst haunts of the
metropolis. But it was not merely be-
cause he would prefer instruction after
the philosophical system of Pestalozzi
recently acted on in Switzerland; because
he would render instruction really useful;
because he might doubt the necessity of
a new system of parochial schools; be-
cause he might prefer Sunday Schools,
and deem them not only adequate, but
far more excellent—that he suggested
caution as to the measure when it shall
be proposed. Its possible infraction of
religious liberty originated those remarks.
The independent education of future ge-
nerations would be the only hope for
civil or religious freedom. Now, during
the last summer, the Archbishop of Can-
terbury made a visitation through part of
his diocese, accompanied by the Bishop
of Exeter. During the excursion he de-
livered a charge. Therein he iz said to
have complained ¢ of the wumited attacks
of Dissenters and Infidels ;. to harve
lamented, that the meanest and most
ignorant of the people, employ themselves
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M inquiries, for which they are not quali-
fied. (Loud laughs.) He is said to have
stated, that the education of the poor
must be confided te the direction of the
parish priests, or there will be hazard to
the Church and State ; to have censured
also the mistaken liberality which would
leave religion to assert its own rights,
and to have directed the clergy to look
for the interference of Parliament in be-
half of Church-of-England education, and
in the mcan time to protect the poor
from the misguiding of the enemies of
Church and State, who would introduce
a mode of education hostile to both.
(Hear, hear.) 'This charge he regarded
as the annunciation of the principles,
the designs, or at least of the wishes
of personages whose opinions had the
greatest authority from the offices they
held, and who have not omnly the power
to will, but much power to execute what-
ever they may will. Those plans he
connected with the expected Bill. Thereby
it might be proposed, that a school should
be erected in every parish ; the erection
and the annual charge payable by a rate;
and that though the children of poor
Dissenters might learn their own cate-
chisms, and attend their own places of
worship, yet the appointment of the
schoolmaster should be in the clergyman
of the parish, (marks of disapprobation,)
or if he did not have a direct appoint-
ment, he might have such authority, that
no person could be appointed without his
concurrence, and when appointed, no
person to be removed but by his concur-
rence, and the consent of the Ordinary.
Hence these persons, who were now not
only clergymen but justices, who now
misdirected the influence conferred by the
power of directing parochial relief, would
introduce men favourable to their own
religious principles, to the important situ-
ations of parish schoolmasters; and thus
would be realized what the Archbishop
had predicted, that Parliament would
¢¢ interfere on behalf of the Church of
England education.” Thus every parish
would become either an arena for dispute,
or a college for the propagation of opi-
nions that would consolidate the power
of the church, by means inconsistent with
religious freedom and their undoubted
rights. With profound respect for the
individual who, from philanthropic mo-
tives, would propose that Bill, he must
thus raise not an hostile, but a cautionary
voice, lest this praeject should add to
those circumstances which increase the
pecuniary demands, the oppressions, and
the unpropitious< appearances that had
roused their displeasure, excited their
sympathy,  and ~might justify alarm.
(Much applause.) e

Amidst all the circumstances unfavour-

"shone, ever, ever, ever!
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able to religious freedom, he would che-
rish hope; when the winter had been
long and dreary, spring would s0on ap-
proach. Poetry had often taught, that
the day dawn was preceded by the deepest
gloom ; the most forceful writhings of a
wounded serpent indicated his approach-
Ing death. Notwithstanding the apathy
of multitudes among Dissenters ; notwith-
standing the mistakes of many excellent
and pious men, who could not perceive
the inseparable connexion between the
final triumphs of evangelical religion and
its separation from worldly policy and
secular support ; notwithstanding the
hostility of more practical or venal states-
men ; notwithstanding the efforts more
combined and strenuous of the interested
and dependant, he was cheered by the
belief, that the Society would be by him
survived. He trusted that not only illegal
persecution, such as they could now re-
sist, would terminate, but that perfect
religious freedom would bless the world.
Thus he trusted, for he relied on the
power of principle; he believed in the
eventual triumphs of truth. Even in
modern times, he could refer to the acts
for the relief of Dissenting schoolmasters;
to the libel law ; to the slave trade, and
to many similar abuses; and as he noted
the obstructions to their removal, and
the final triumphs of those who had sus-
tained sound principle and the cause of
truth, he was encouraged and consoled.
The influence of principle was not like
mere passionate emotions; they were
meteors; they shone here and there;
they seemed to diffuse brightness; they
disappeared,; and darker was the dark-
ness. Principles were a polar star, that
(Fery loud
applause.)

But it was not from such reasonings
only, that he acquired his confidence.
If multitudes were indifferent or hostile,
there arose around him men, each In
himself a host, who were zealous apd
enlightened. The successive anniversaries
of the Society, had been by them In-
structed and adorned. On Alderman
Wood, His Royal Highness the Duke of
Sussex, and Sir James Mackintosh, the
Chairmen at the three last meetings, Mr.
Wilks then pronounced appropriate eulo-
gies, and proceeded to inquire, whether,
as he thought ‘upon their present Chair-
man, he could possibly despond? ~HiS
praise he would not then pronounce,
there it could not be required. (AP-
plause)) But he would indulge himself
by referring to that illustrious man, who
in him seemed again to live, whom from
his boyish days he had been taught tO
reverence, by a father whom he hh-
noured, whom he loved. To Mr. Fox e
then referred. Numerous annual com-
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memorations might not celebrate his
birth-day ; they were naot needed; hig
predictions had been aceomplished; ne-
glect of his warnings was deplored ; the
ruins he would have prevented, were a
sad memerial of his wisdom. Great had
bheen his labours and suceesses; in him,
Protestant Dissenters and civil and reli-
gious freedom ever found a steady and
powerfuyl advocate,
the rights of juries, in affairs of libel, he
had formed a4 mound against the torrents
of everwhelming power, destruetive to
the freedom of the press. Humanity
exulted and his heart was happy, as he
prevailed on Parliament to decree, that
the slave trade was no more. Mighty
was his eloquence ; masses of prejudice
and interest, vast and rocky, were swept
away hy its resistless power; it was a
cataract impelling and sublime. But he
delighted rather to view him as he flowed,
in the retirement that he loved, trams-
parent and unrufiied as 3 lake, meandering
as a river through a sylvan vale. He
delighted ta see the averter of war, the
opponent of slavery, the unbought de-
fender of freedom, the intrepid maintainer
of the rights of Dissenters and of con-
science, the giant of the Senate-hause
relaxing to gentlest efforts; yet efforts
shewing a simple and nature-loving mind.
He delighted, as he seemed to view him
cultivate his fifty specimens of reses in
his garden; and hasten to Paris, by
research to vindicate the memory of the
illustrions Russell. He delighted as he
read his correspondence with Wakefield,
on the literature of Greece; or, as he
beheld his portrait sketched hy Rogers,
in his poem on Human Life. .
And now once mere, where most he
lov’d ta be,
In h11§ own fields, hreathing tranquil-
ity ;
We hail him, not less happy, Fox, than
thee !
Thee at St. Anne's so soon ef care
beguil’d,
Playful, sincere, and artless, as a child!
Chee, who would’st wateh a birvd’s neat
on the spray,
Thmll)l.ghdthe green leaves exploring day
y day.
How oft from grove to grove, from
. .Seat to seat,
With thee conversing in thy lov'd re-
treat,
! saw the sun go down !
_'twas thine, -
Ne'er ta farget some volume half di-
vinge
Shakespear’s or Dryden’s thro the
chequer’a &hacg, | ek z
Berne in . thy hanit behind thee, as we
steay’d; '
And where ' wa sate
we roadi)

Ah, then

By his assertion of

(anst mamy » halt
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To read there with 8 fervour all thy
~own, |
And in thy grand and melancholy tone,
Some splendid passage not to thae
unknown, | . |
¥it theme for long discourse.—~Thy
bell has toll’d. '

But he would add the lines of the same
poet, addressed to the neble Chairman,
as the reason of his present pleasure and
his future hope : )

‘¢ But in this place, among us, we be-
hald '
One who resembles thee !”
(Reiterated applause.)

Whilst he was encouraged by the ex-
pected aid of surviving legislators and
honourable men, he would also refer
with loyal pleasure to the conduct of the
King. Very lately he had been addressed
by the Dissenting Ministers of the me-
trapolis, on his acecession to the throne.
Then he had assured them of his purpose
to preserve the taleration inviolate ; and
although mere toleration could not limit
his wishes, and was really an assertion
of that right to teolerate, which it was
the business of the friends of freedom to
deny ; (cortinued cheers;) yet from the
eonduct of the King on that ocecasion,
he was willing ta draw more favourable
auguries. The reception of the ministers
was gracious; court etiquette was of
course observed; but it was obvious,
that. the heart of the King corresponded
with his words. He added some obser-
vations te the prepared reply, that proved
his liberal sensibility, and that he was
interested and impressed. (Plaudits.)
Well might that occur; the atmosphere
of courts was frequently and intention-
ally obscured ; but the light of nature and,
of truth wauld sometimes penetrate. His
Majesty was too well versed in the his-
tary of his country and his House, not to
know that he was then surrouaded by
the descendants of those men, whose
support that Royal House was aeccus~
temed to desire ; by men whose geod
wishes were unbeught, and: of whose
esteem princes had been prand. (Cheesrs.)
Like his wemerable father, he would pro-

bably think if he did not, like him, utter

—when told by one of his servants that
his Dissenting Minister prayed for him
with all his heast: ““ Yes! Yes! Ifhe
prayed, it must be from his heart; as,
foxr his p;'ay.ers, he is net paid.” (Greas
applawse. ‘ |

To these hopes, supplied by the foree
af trwth, the aid of statesmen, the kind-
nosa qf the monarch, ke would add a
deduotion from recend. experience with

. be would conohide (¥ all " she

- Siiase wusfw mz‘iﬂmi :b?%“a
lug Wcon tho ompise-of' Spaia ; Dan-

v
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renness threatened to be eternal; Hope
hasted from its domain, Despair seemed
to have estab ished there her ebon throne.
Of all the causes that produced these ills,
Superstitign, want of religious liberty,
the Inquisition, were most potent. There
the consequences of tests and persecu-
tions and infringements of the rights of
conscience developed all their malignity.
The little seedling, the shrub whose
flowers are here so pestilent, and whose
fruit is deadly, had been there watered
by the blood of myriads, protected by the
vigilance of priests, expanded by the
growth of ages, and became a tree, worse
than the upas tree, that overshadowed
all the soil.

To the Inquisition he thus referred, as
it was the whole length portrait of the
little sectarian animosities, of the exclu-
sive desires of predominance, that had
too long existed even among pious men,
and those who had contended for Pro-
testant Dissent. And what was the In-
quisition? To understand its terrors,
we should apply them to ourselves; let
each of the audience suppose the exist-
ence of a power that could at midnight
enter his abode, tear the husband from
the embraces of the wife, and the mother
from the children who hung round her
in despair; could bear the victim to a
dungeon, inflict at caprice the threefold
tortures of the pulley, or the rack, or of
the flame, and ¢ all for the love of God.”
‘¢ Christi nomine invocato !” Let them
multiply these deeds by thousands, let
them learn that in ome archbishopric
alone, 4000 persons suffered death in 40
years. Let them picture to themselves
that social Christian state of worse than
Indian barbarism, where, at an awfo da
fe, 120 victims were brought out for con-
demnation, where a vast amphitheatre
was erected for the reception of all the
majesty and wealth of Spain, where blas-
phemously it was stated, that God had
bestowed supernatural powers on the
workmen, to expedite the erection of the
fabric; where a Sabbath-day, a Christian
Sabbath-day, the Sabbath dedicated to St.
Paul, te St. Paul the minister of salvation,
of love and of good-will, was appropriated
to this work of death; where knights
were assembled in all their gay capari-
sons ; and peerless beauties, whom the
winds of heaven might not visit roughly,
hastened, exulting, to the spectacle, and
all without emotions, but of joy: and
then see the wretched victims, guilty of
no crime but fidelity to their religion
and ‘devotion to their God, led away to
execution—to be burnt to death ;.- burnt
to death! and all < for the love of
‘God!” 'Then might they begin t6 under-
stand what the Inquisition’ mearit ; then
begin to leam,  to what.dtreadful deéds,
Jontility, to fherights of consciende nay
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naturally lead. Well, as they thought
with the Poet, might they exclaim, ‘¢ God
of love, where sleep thy thunderbolts!”
They had not slept. Hope, then, might
every where exist! - The hideous dwarfish
manikin of persecution, exhibited in Test
and Corporation Acts, had there swollen
to a colossal statue. The colossus indeed
bestrid both hemispheres. The hair were
snakes ; gall was the milk, and iron was
the heart. But the thunderbolts of an
injured people and offended Deity no
longer slept. Even this celossus ; this
colossus though so vast, had fallen; it
had fallen to rise no more! There was
joy in heaven! Let there be gratitude
and hope on earth!!

Long, loud and reiterated applause,
continuing for several minutes! 'The ap-
plauses at length terminated. The fol-
lowing resolutions were then ‘proposed
and unanimously adopted.

1. That at the first Anniversary of this
Society, including Christians of every
religious denomination, after the com-
mencement of a new reign, this Meeting
cheerfully express their pleasure at the
assurances of his Majesty the King, that
he will imitate the example of his beloved
father, and will preserve toleraticn invi-
olate ; and also as cheerfully express that
loyalty, which the friends of religious
freedom have ever delighted to cherish
towards that Royal Family, whose ances~
tors were placed upon the throne, as
protectors of the civil and religious liber-
ties of the British people, from uncon-
stitutional tyranny and unchristian op-
pressions.

2. But that at the present period, when
the principles that constitute the basis of
religious freedom, are publicly impugned
by some members of the Established
Church, and are disavowed by other per-
sons who profess to be Protestant Dis-
senters, this Meeting will also repeat
their declarations, that the right of every
man to worship God according to his
conscience, is an unalienable right, with
which no human authority can justly
interfere, or should even indirectly re-
strict ; and that Christian truth does not
depend for preservation or success on
secular protection or national endow-
ments ; but relies chiefly, if not exclu-
sively, for support on the will of its
Divine Author, and on its intrinsic €X-
cellence.

3. That this Meeting, influenced not
by motives merely personal, and secta-
rian, and national; but by an attachment
to the great principles that induced their
forefathers to submit to igneminy, spolia-
tion, imprisonment  and death; cannot
but rejoice in the triumph of those prin-

“ciples in foreign countries:’ and recor

theinigyatitude to Goa, that:the€’ _execra:bltf
Inquisition has been abolished in Jpain :-
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and that in an Buropean country deemed
most benighted, the light of knowledge
and religious freedom has begun glori-
ously to shine; mnor can they omit to
express their hope, [:hat the dl_sregard to
religious liberty whlc}} estab.hshed aqd
perpetuated that horrid Institution will
happily, speedily, and for ever disappear
throughout the world.

4. That this Meeting have listened
with interest and pleasure to the state-
ments of the proceedings of this Society
during the past year, and that they
especially applaud their labours to prevent
the bills that passed during the last ses-
sion of the last Parliament, from becom-
ing particularly injurious to religious li-
berty ; and also to prevent the enactment
of a bill by which the children of the poor
might have been removed from their pa-
rents, and compelled to assent to doc-
trines, and to conform to rites of worship,
which those parents, though pcor, might
conscientiously disapprove.

5. That although this Meeting approve
the delay of the Committee to direct
during the past year any application to
Parliament for a repeal of the Test and
Corporation Acts; yet, they cannot omit
again to declare their aversion to those
Acts, as offensive to God and oppressive
to man, as founded on principles perse-
cuting and unjust, as tending to degrade
the most important ordinances of religion,
and as excluding a vast number of their
active, intelligent, wealthy, loyal and
pious fellow-countrymen from offices in
which they might be useful to the state,
or from honours and emoluments, which
all men equally qualified, are equally
entitled to partake.

6. That to the Committee this Meeting
express their approval of the discretion,
but firmness—of the zeal, but temper-
ance—and of the activity without rash-
ness, with which they have contirued to
conduct the affairs of the Society, and
that the same gentlemen composed of
various religious denominations, and of
Ministers and Laymen in equal propor-
tions, with the Treasurer and Secretaries
be solicited to act as the Committee for
the ensuing year.

Rev. J. Brooksbank, Wm. B. Collyer,
D.D., George Collison, F. A. Cox, M. A.,
Thomas Cloutt, Alex. Fletcher, Rowland
Hill, M. A., Thomas Jackson, William
Newman, D. D., Wm. F. Platt, S. W,
Tracy, John Townsend, Matthew Wilks,
Mark Wilks: |

David Allan, Esq., Wm. Bateman, Esq.,
J. B. Brown, Esq., James Emerson, Esq.,
James Esdaile, Esq., Colonel Handfield,
Thomas Hayter, Esq., J. O. Oldham,
Esq., J, Pritt, Esq.,  William Townsend,
Esq., Magthew Wood, Esq., ‘M. P.,
Ihomas Wemtner, Esq., ‘Thomas Walker,
Esq.,James Young, Esq..
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7. That this Meeting especially recom-~
mend. to . such Committee, to embrace
with promptitude every favourable oppor-
tunity to obtain the repeal of the Test and
Corporation Acts, and to procure legis-
lative measures, exempting places of reli-
gious worship from parochial assessment,
and Dissenters attending at places of
worship from the payment of Sunday
tolls : and that they watch with vigilance
any attempts to extend the poor laws, or
to introduce any system of general edu-
cation, lest they should increase need-
lessly the public burdens of Protestant
Dissenters, and invest the intolerant with
new means of encroaching on those sacred
rights of conscience which this Society
was established to protect.

8. That to Robert Steven, Esq., the
Treasurer, this Meeting renew their
thanks, and request his continuance in a
situation in which he has rendered im-
portant services to this Institution.

9. That this Meeting, aware of the
incalculable advantages that have resulted
from the past efforts of Thomas Pellatt
and John Wailks, Esqs., the gratuitous
and Honorary Secretaries of this So-
ciety, repeat with increasing pleasure and
earnestness their cordial acknowledg-
ments for those efforts, and their intrea-
ties for their continued assistance.

10. That, ever mindful of the eloquent,
persevering, invaluable efforts of the im-
mortal Charles James Fox, on behalf of
Protestant” Dissenters, and of the rights
of conscience, they have long and fre-
quently rejoiced in the wise and benefi-
cent sentiments, propitious to religious
freedom expressed on many occasions by
the inheritor of his genius and his virtues,
the present Chairman and his noble rela-
tive, the Right” Hon. Lord HoLLAND.
That their admiration of his talents, and
regard for his kindness are increased by
his consent to preside, and his conduct
upon this occasion, and that he be re-
quested to accept their assurances of
sincere attachment, of cordial gratitude
and unfeigned respect.

‘The Resolutions were proposed by the
Rev. RowrLaAnND HirLL, the Rev. Jos.
BERRY, JAMEs BaLpwiN Brown, Esq.,
of the Inner Temple, the Rev. J. A.

JAaMEs, of Birmingham, the Rev. Mr.

RoBy, of Manchester, the Rev. Mr.
SmiTH, of Rotherham, the Rev. Dr.
BoGUE, of Gosport, and the Rev. Dr.
STYLES, of Brighton, in various admi-
rable addresses. .
After the resolution of thanks to the
noble Chairman had been passed, amidst
every possihle demonstration not only of
concurrence but delight, Lord HoLLAND
rose, and addressed, the meeting with
great animation to the following effect :

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
After all the proceedings of this morn-
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ing, after the able addresses which have
been delivered, especially after the very
spirited, powerful and eloquent expesure,
by my friend Mr. Wilks, of the principles

upon which this Soeiety is formed, and

his lively and interesting, but most ex-
pressive detail of the manner in which
the affairs of this Society have been con-
dueted, 1 should be worse than a cox-
comb if I were to endeavour to enforce
those toplies by any thing I can say: but,
on the other hand, after the handsome
and flattering manner in which my name
has been mentioned, and after a review
of all the circumstances of this meeting,
I should be a stock or a stone if I did
not at least endeavour to express my
gratitude. (Loud cheers.)

I do beg to express, in the most un-
qualified terms I can command, the gra-
titude I feel for the honour you have
done me. When I say the gratitude I
feel for the honour you have doune me, I
do not merely mean the honour you have
done me by the resolution you have just
adopted, and by the flattering and unde-
served encomium of the two gentlemen
who have just addressed you, but I mean
the honour you have done me in placing
me in the chair on this day, which I shall
always consider as one of the proudest
days of my life. (dpplause.)

I think it an honour, first, from the
manner in which this Society is com-
posed ; and, next, from the opject which
this Society is established to effect. And
among the circumstances which at once
increase the honour and difficulty of my
situation, is the consideration of the cha-
racters of those eminent persons who
have preceded me in that honour. (Hear,
hear.) Yes, gentlemen, when I recollect
that the chair was filled by the first
magistrate of the city of London, by an
illustrious and Royal Duke, and by my
eloquent friend, Sir James Mackintosh,
who presided on the last occasion, I can-
not but consider it as a great honour to
be placed here by the call of my enlight-
ened fellow-countrymen among Protes-
tant Dissenters. (Loud Applause.) 1
recollect, gentlemen, that this Society, at
least the meeting on this day, is com-
posed chiefly, although not entirely, of
Protestant Dissenters, as the object of
the Institution is not exclusively confined
to Protestant Dissenters, but is partly
the promotion of religious freedom all
over the world ; and when I consider
that the greater number of the audience
I am now addressing belong to the vari-
ous bodies of Dissenters, that enbhances
to me, though a member ¢of the Church
of England, the value of the honour 1
‘have this day received. Thus I think,
because I adopt the sentiment, if not the
words of Neal, in the commencement
of his excellent history of the Puritans—~—
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As long as there is a Protestant Dissentes
in England, there will he there a friend
of liberty, of the eounstitution and ef man.
(Loud cheering,) ‘

Attached as Pretestant Dissenters have
ever been to the best principles, the Pre-
testant Dissenters of this day appear yet
wiser and more liberal. Their netions
are not exclusive ; they know that in the
Church of England, and from the im-
provement in the times, even in the
Church of Rome, many great, ardent and
fervent friends of religious liberty are to
be found ; and it was justly and preperly
observed by the Reverend gentleman who
spoke second on this oecasion, (Rev, R,
Hill,) in a very lively speeeh, that the
members of the Church of England, or
of the Established Church, if they well
understood their interest, are not less
interested in the prineiples of religious
liberty than those whe dissent from
them.

The very title by which this Society is
designated contains the principle on which
it is founded, ¢¢ The Protestant Society
for the Protection of Religious Liberty.”
It is upon the prineiples of Religious
Liberty that we are to act, net upon
the principles of toleration. (Applauses.)
'Those who enjoy their liberty by toler-
ance are not free. 1 repeat, that those
who enjoy their liberty by tolerance are
not free. (Loud applauses.) Such I hold
to be the genuine principle of religious
liberty. Perhaps I may allude to what
my friend Mr. Wilks said, when speaking
on this principle of religious liberty, as
referring to the phrase of the Bishop,
‘¢ You belong to me.” The principle of
religious liberty is, that we helong to no
man. The genuine principle of religious

Jdiberty is the right of eonseience, the

right of worshiping God according to the
dictates of one’s ewn conscience ; and
not merely that right, but, further, the
right of inculcating those principles which
we believe to bhe calculated to promote
the present and the eternal happiness of
mankind. (Fery loud epplauwse.) 'These,
Ladies and Genlemen, are the principles
of religious liberty which I at least have
always maintained, and which I learned
from that excellent person whose name
has been more than once mentioned dur-
ing the addresses that have been made;
an allusion to whose pame and to whose
character I cannot trust myself to attempt
before this assembly. (His Lordship was
affected so as to weep.)

" With respeet to the proceedings that
have passed, I cannet help expressing my
full and hearty concurrenee. 1n the first
resolution you have expressed that loyalty
which has always distinguished the Pro-
testant Dissenters towards the House of
‘Brunswick ; and 1 am sure it'is a heart-
felt gratification to me to learn, thaugh
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the rumour had reached me before, that
his Majesty, with that urbanity which
adorns him, and which accompanies him
on all occasions, exgressed himself in the
Jiberal and conciliating manner which he
did, and that he displayed the feelings
which he doubtless cherishes, as to the
obligations which his family owe to the
Protestant Dissenters of this country.
The next resolution you have passed
states more fully, correctly, and, in my
opinion, not in the least degree too
broadly, the principles upon which we
act. The third demonstrates, that you
are not bound by any narrow prejudices
to our own soil, but feel for the cause of
religious liberty all over the world. (Ap-
lause.
d A 1)'everend gentleman who did me
the honour of calling your attention to
my name (Dr. Bogue) has .said, that
religious liberty cannot exist without civil
liberty. May 1 observe, that, in my
opinion, civil liberty cannot exist without
religious liberty ? They are inseparably
connected, and that man, whoever he
may be, who views with jealousy and
suspicion the advance of religious liberty,
is the first to infringe upon my civil
freedom whenever an opportunity for that
infringement shall arise. .
With respect to many of the topics
which have been introduced, I can assure
‘my friend near me, (Mr. Wilks,) that 1
have derived great instruction from his
address; and 1 have felt an excitement
and deep interest, from the cases he has
mentioned to you. I confess I had no
notion that such a variety of petty vexa-
tions were actually practised at the pre-
sent moment ; and to correct those
abuses, as well as to promote liberal
principles, I originally felt a great satis-

faction at hearing of the formation of

this Society ; and I now feel a double
satisfaction at having the honour to pre-
side on its assembly. I agree with him,
and was before aware that the cause of
religious liberty, whatever we already
have obtained, or whatever prospects we
may have, requires constant union and
vigilance. (. 4pplause.) ‘The gentleman
who spoke last (Dr. Styles) has alluded
to an event (the introduction of Lord
‘Sidmouth’s Bill) which must be recol-
lected by all whom I address, because I
believe a resistance to it originated this
Society. He was pleased to suppose that
the expressions I then used, and the con-
duct I pursued, contributed to prevent
that bill from passing into a law. I op-
posed it, because in that bill was to be
found this principle, that a man had not
3 right to preach the doctrines which he
believed, without permission from others.

certainly used all my best endeavours
to oppose thst bill. But it was not to
my exertighs you should attribute suc-
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cess. No! Gentlemen, 1 am too much
used to the assembly in which I sit, to
listen. to such a conceit, that my poor
exertions should have been the means of
throwing out that bill. There were in-

troduced upon that occasion auxiliaries,

who were not obliged to take their oaths
—petitions, coach loads of petitions, were
sent in on that occasion. We. could
hardly shake hands with our fellow Peers
from the number of petitions that entered
against that bill. Urion and vigilance
on that occasion occasioned your success.
By them the sacred principle of religious
liberty has been, and was then preserved.
You owe even the preservation and in-
crease of your liberty to the same : nor
let your vigilance relax.

Anether gentleman (Rev. Mr. Berry)
has alluded to a circumstance which oc-
curred in Wiltshire. It in some degree
followed the other occurrence. Perhaps
the gentleman was one of them;'I am
sure my friend near me (the Rev. Mark"
Wilks) was one who came to me to
express their thanks for the little effort
I had made. I think the answer which
I gave to those gentlemen on that occa-
sion was this: ‘¢ I feel very happy if I
have in any way promoted or defended
the cause of religious liberty ; and I only
hope, if any other class of the people
should be placed in your situation, you
will give me the same assistance you have
received.” (Loud applause.) When there
was a clamour throughout the kingdom,
originating wunquestionably in political
feelings, and when various counties were
meeting to address the Throne, to inter-
cept at the fountain of mercy and of
justice the streams of liberality from
fiowing towards the eclaims of that class
of Christians called Catholics, I went
down to Wiltshire. The reception I met
with there, if possible, increased my at-
tachment to the Protestant Dissenters.
'They stood forward to a man as the
supporters of the cause of religious li-
berty, though in favour of that sect
which, from its nature, must be the
least agreeable to them. For them,
Gentlemen, and in my own name, I re-
turn my thanks. (Applause.)

Gentlemen, these circumstances cer-
tainly have endeared to my mind the
cause of Protestant Dissenters: but we
are not met here merely as Protestant
Dissenters; we are friends to the: reli-
gious liberty of all men; we are friends
of religious liberty in the church, and to
religious liberty I trust in all churches ;
and I only regret that the principle in
the statute books of this country is not
directly and openly and manfully avowed.
(Loud applause.) As long as the Test
Act remains upon that book, so long I
shall consider the principles of religious
liberty not sufficiently acknowledged by
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our legislature. 1 do not mean to say, as
is sometimes said in the ordinary affairs
of life, but that half a loaf is better than
no bread ; I duv not mean to quarrel with
the Indemnity Acts we have; but let us
be vigilant, let us avail ourselves of every
opportunity to get more, to obtain a
recognition of principle and an establish-
ment of right. (Loud applause.)_ Reli-
gious liberty is that which is right in
itself. It is said, 1 knew, annually, that
the Test Act is suspended ; but what is
that specious of liberty to a man who
conscientiously thinks that by the force
of decrees which are above all Parlia-
ments, or the power of all kings, or more
binding than any laws that can be en-
acted by human government, that he is
bound, that he is conscientiously bound
by these decrees to worship his Creator
in a particular manner, and who thinks
that he can convey and communicate to
his fellow-creatures the best way, and
point out the most excellent road to
eternal salvation ? What species of li-
berty do they give him? He stands, to
allude to the old fable, with fine dishes
and the richest viands set before him,
but the sword which hangs suspended
over his head makes this gift of religious
liberty nauseate upon his palate. (Hear,
hear.) 'Therefore I maintain the religious
liberty for which we contend is that
which you have heard so ably alluded to
this- day, and which, in the resolution
recommending the repeal of the Test and
Corporation Acts, you properly assert.

In the course of the addresses that
have been made to you, Locke has been
mentioned. I will conclude my obser-
vations by a reference to what he states
on the subject of toleration. ¢ It is not,”
(he says,) ¢¢for declaration of indulgence,

Correspondence.

“it is not for schemes of comparison, such
as have. been practised, or are practised
amongst us, that we contend ; for the
one would only palliate, the other would
increase the evil; it is absolute liberty,
just and true liberty, impartial and equal
liberty, which can alone remove the evils -
under which we stand.” 1 hope, there-
fore, according to my best, though little
ability, and though a Churchman, T am
contending for that liberty which Locke
also as a Churchman contended for, and
for which a Tillotson and a Hoadley, a
Watson, a Bathurst, men who have had
mitres on their heads, have not hesitated
to contend. Yet I must acknowledge,
that I find more of this principle of reli-
gious liberty in the breasts of Protestant
Dissenters, than in any established church
or sect whatever. (Applause.)

I fear your attention has been already
exhausted; I have to apologize to you
for saying so much upon the present
occasion. [ can assure you that I have
not been able to communicate my feelings
of gratitude to those individuals who
have expressed themselves so kindly with
respect to myself ; and I shall always
consider the circumstance of attending
this meeting to-day as one of the most
gratifying in my life.

His Lordship ‘thus concluded, and the
Meeting was dissolved, as he retired
amidst long, loud and enthusiastic ap-
plause.
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IN consequence of a late severe indis-
position Mr. BUTCHER has been obliged
to give up his oflice, as minister of the
Unitarian Dissenters at Sidmouth, in
Devonshire. He is succeeded by Mr.
YEATES, late of Tiverton.
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Communications have been received from Mrs. Cappe and Mrs. Mar

y Hughes;

from Dr. J. Evans, and Messrs. Henry Turner ; 'T. Howe ; G. F. Bromhead ; David
Davis; and .Charles Porteus: also from L. L. J.; Hylas; Juvenis; Philographus ;
J. M.; A Dissenter; G. M. D.; Ebion; R.F.; Q.; Philalethes; and Brevis.

Owing

to the Editor’s having been obliged to arrange the present Number some

weeks ago, the Obituary and various other Articles communicated for immediate

insertion are necessarily omitted.

In the next Number will be inserted the Petition of the Deputies to Parliament,
for the Repeal of the Corporation and Test Acts. |

The following

is the substance of a note from Mr. Pellbeloved relating to his

edition of the Bible, in reply to a Subscriber (p. 404) : ¢ That he has not been
unmindful of the promise given at the end of the Advertisement prefixed to the
Book of Genesis, that ¢ the remaining books of the Pentatéuch. shall be ,published
with all the expedition which is consistent with the nature of the work and the other
occupations of the Editor;’ that so long as'life and health are g't"aiited';tp"him; he 18
resulved to proceed with his design; that the Second Part is going through the press,
and will, he trusts, shortly appear.” "
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