
Lit/ tori)
Sir , September 17, 1819-

OBSER VING in your last Num-
ber [p. 51a] -an Obituar y of the

]ate Rev Jo siah Townseud , of Ealand ,
it br ought to my recoll ection a letter
which 1 re ceived fr om hri m some years
ago, con tain ing -some account of his
fathe r. This narrative I desi gned to
lay before the pu blic , in a wor k
which was t hen in course of publica -
tion ; but as I do not intend to purs ue
t hat work any further , 1 ha ve sent it
you for insertion , i n case it suits the
design of the Mont hl y Repo sitory.

W. W.
"T he Rev. Meredi th Townsend

was the eldest son of the Rev, John
Town sen d , a Baptist minister , who
was well-known to man y as havin g
been a school-ma ster and an occa-
sional preacher in London , and who
died June S, 1 766, aged 81. Con-
cern ing him it is particularl y wort hy
of remark , t hat , after he settled in
Lon don , he became member of a Bap -
t ist society there ; ;uid that , for havin g
commun icated occasionall y with th e
In dependent society at Stoke-New -
ington , (t hen under the care of the
Rev. Samuel Snas hall ,) he was cen-
sur ed , if not expelled , 4iy the churc h ,
as wal kin g d isorde rl y.

" His eldest son , the subject of the
present memoirs , was born at Pool ,
in Dorsetshi re , Au gust 23, 17 15, O. S.,
and was about seven yea rs old when
his fath er removed to London. It
was (he writes) in the 1 8th yea r of
his age, that some very deep impres-
sions were made on his min d by hear-
mg a serm on from a young man ;
which impress ions continued , thoug h
wit h great va riat ions. He was bap-
tized at eigh teen by Mr. Wilson,
tfi inister to the societ y in which Mr.
A bra ha m Booth latel y laboured . But ,
wh en he had studied the con t rov ersy
about bap tism more partic ularl y, the
J esuit of his inquiries was , that he
became a Paed o-baptist \ in conse-
^ence of which all his own childre n,
Opting one which died the day

after its birth , w ere baptized in their
infancy.

« M r . M. Townsend' s thou ghts
were , on occasion of a fit of illness,
strong ly turned to the ministry . H av-
ing pursued grammar -learning for
some t ime, he was placed under the
care of the Rev. Mr. Ea nies, Septem-
ber 4, 1738. W hen he came out into
the ministry, he pre a ched occasionall y
in and about London , and became
assistant in a school of great repute
at Peckham , in Surry. " On Februar y
5, 1741— % he was chosen assistant
(his own word s are) * to the amia ble
Watts and the excellent Price; ' whom
he never afterw ard s mention ed but
in terms of the hi ghest respect. But
after having spent four years in that
situation , being much discouraged by
the little success which seemed to
attend his labours , he left London ,
and went to H ull , Jun e 2, 1746, upon
an invitation from fhe congre gation
at Dagger-Lane Meeting, to be assis-
tant to thei r pastor Mr . Wildboa r.
On Jul y 20 following, he was chosen
to this service , and accepted of it ;
an d on May 10, 1749, he was or-
daiued co-pastor with Mr. Wildbo ar ,
as appea rs from the certificate of the
ministers concerned in the solemnity.
While at Hull he was preva iled upon
to print a few poems, t he stra in of
which is very seriou s and spiritual 5
but he did not prefi x his name to
them. He also publis h ed a sermon
there from Isa. xxvii. 8, on occasion
of the defeat of the rebels ; which
he dedicated to the congregation in
Berry Street , London. And it may
not be improper to add in this place,
that he afterwards published a ser-
mon fro m Rev . ii. 10, ,  which was
preached Sept , 27, 1761 , being the
Lor dVday aft er the coronat ion of
their present Majesties. On May 10,
1 748, he was married to Mar y,
youn gest daug hter of John and Re-
becca Basnett , of Peckham , a devout
person , and one who loved God with
all her heart ; with whom he H ired
happ ily for almost twen ty-eight years.
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She died at Stoke-Newington , teb.
8, 1776, ag^d 6l. They bad five
childre n ; of whom two only, a son
(the late Rev. Josiah Townsend) and
a daug hter , now survive their excel-
lent parents ,

4€ Mr. Townsetid 's residence at
Hull was not of long . continuance .
His usefulnes s and comfort were de-
stroyed by the pr evalenc e of a very
unchristian spirit in the society with
which he was connected. He, there -
fore, accepted an invitation given him
to succeed the Rev. Samuel Snashall 3
as pastor of the congregation of Pro-
testant Dissenter s at Stoke-Newing-
ton , in Middlesex : and , accordingl y,
after taking a most affection ate leave
of his friends at Hul l, on Lo rd 's-day,
April b9 1 752$ he left them the day
following * At Stoke-Newingt on he
was the "much-e steemed shepherd of
a numer ous and respectable flock ;
and no one who ever sustained the
ministeri al character , could more jus tly
have addressed to his beare rs (had
not his well-known humility and mo-
desty forbi dden it) the appeal of Pau l
to the Thessalonians : * Ye are wit-
nesses, and God also , how holil y and
ju st ly and unblameabl y we behaved
ourselves among you, as ye know
how we exhorted and admonished
and charge d every one of you , as a
father doth his child ren , that ye would
wal k worthy of God . who hath called
you unto his king dom and glory /
M ost of his, earl y connexion s at N ew-
ington took leave of this world befor e
him , of whom a list is given , and to
whom a very honourable testimon y
is borne , in an obituary found amon g
his pa per *. Those of them who re-
mai n (it is not doubted) will long
regard his memory as precious ; and
will be read y to at test , that he faith -
full y declared the gospel accordin g
to the views he was led to enter tain
of it, and especial ly as a doctrin e
according to godliness *, t hat in public
prayer he was ferveut ; in preac hing,
plain , seriou s and earne st ; in the ad-
minist r atio n of the Lord 's Supper ,
and in his addresses to young people,
rema rkab l y affectionate and pat hetic :
that his tem per was unassum ing ; Ins
conversation , whenever an opportu -
nity could be found or made of intro -
ducing any thing serious, instru ctive :
and that , in consequence of the pr u-

dence and peaceableness of h\& beha-viour , he had not an enemy living ordy ing. For the space of th ir ty ,seven
years did the congregati on at Sioke-Newingtoti enjoy the benefit of hisministerial labours. But in th e y ear1787, the total failure of his voice
broug ht on most probab ly by pul pit
exertions ,, which always exceeded his
strength , obli ged him to resolve on
retiring from pu blic serv ices. The
congregati on, therefo re, over whi ch
he presided , invited the Rev . M r
Hodgkins to be his assistan t , and , two
years afterwa rds, to be his successor.
After bearing an import ant part in
the ordinatio n of Mr. Hod gkins , and
once more administerin g the Lor d's
Supper to his beloved flock , he quitte d
them ia Jul y, 1789, to their mutual
regret.

** From Stoke-Newin gton Mr.
Townsend removed to Fai rford , in
Gloucestershire , and took up his
abode for seven years in the bouse of
his son, who was then ministe r to a
smal l congregation there : but on the
removal of the latter from Fairford to
Ealand , in Yorksh i re, he chose to fix
his residen ce in Bath , that he might
be near his dau ghter. And here he
received , what he had long been wish-
ing and waitin g for, a release from
infirmity and pain. He had been
frequentl y exercised , for many years ,
with ver y pain fu l attacks of the stone
and gr avel. The summer before his
death he suffered from one, which
was peculiarl y violen t an d dist ressing,
and from which his constitution re-
ceived a shock he never recovered .
He continued enfeebled in bod y, bu t
cheerfu l in mind , till the ni ght of No-
vember 17, 180 1, when , having occa-
sion to get out of bed , he fell on the
floor , and was unable to rise with out
hel p. When his da ughter once an d
again lamented this accident as unfor-
tunat e, he gentl y chid her , say ing,
*Why  do you call that un for tun at e
which may be the method th at Divin e
Wisdo m has thoug ht fit to ma ke use
of to brin e: about what I hav e been so
long wishing and pra ying for ?' He
continued perfectl y collected to the
last f complained of noth ing bu t in-
creasin g weakness , and discovered a
full persuasi on that his end was dr aw-
ing near. Frequentl y would he aay»
* I have been quietly and , I hope,

718 Same. Account of the Rev. Meredith Tewnsend.



patiently waiting for th y salvation, O
Lord ; and, I trust, the time of deli-
verance is not far distant/ He saw
no one for many days before his death,
excepting h is own family, and even
them but for a little while at a time.
It was thought that he wished to be
afone, as finding it a hinderance to
his devotions to say much to others $
but what he did say Was most perti-
nent , and shewed how much his
thoughts were directed upwards. The
evenin g before his death he was re-
markably cheerfu l and even facetious:
but on his daughter rejoicing in his
good spirits and cheerfulness, he an-
swered, as if he would say, * Do not
build upon this, it is but transient.'
And so it proved. His attendant
said that she hea rd him pray ing at
intervals till four o'clock of the next
morning. Having been a little re-
lieved from a pai n in the chest , (of
the 1 el urn of which he com plained,)
he ordered her to go ii^to the nex t
room and take a nap, as he was about
to do the same. She watched for
near half an hour; when, not hearing
him cou gh as usual , she returned to
his chamber, an d foun d his eyes closed,
his brea th departed, and every ap-
pea rance of his having gone off in his
sleep without a struggle. What a
singular answer to his prayers, that
he mi ght have a gentle, easy dismis-
sion 1 Often ha d he been heard to
say, *Oh , that it might please God
to permi t me quietl y to sli p away
without any noise or bustle !' Thus,
then, were liis wishes granted. He
fell asleep in Jesus on the mornin g of
the Lord's-day, December 13, 1801, in
the 87th yea r of his age . « Mark the
perfect man , and behold th e upright,
for the end of that man is peace/ "

The Roman Catholic religion is de-
clared to be. the religion of the state,
whose ministers shall be paid from the
nation al funds ; but the exercise of
every other religion shall be equally
protected , and its professors entitled
to equal civil rights.

No other symbol of faith shall be
recognized but the Apostles* Creed
and the seven sacraments. Neither
confession nor communion , nor at-
tendance at mass shali be compulsory.
Saints' days shall be abolished, and
the bishops and vicars shall be en-
joine d to ascertain that the services
of the church be conducted with sim-
plicity and d evot ion.

Fasting shall not be imposed 3 it is
an act of individual fervour and devo-
tion.

The ch urch shal l have no power
to dissolve the matrimonial bond.
That power exists only in the Su-
prem e Council of the nation.^ No
perpetual relig ious vows shall be al-
lowed, nor any vows which impose
celibacy. The clerical profession shall
be no impediment to matrimony.

The clerical orders shall be arch-
bishops, bishops, presbyters, deacons
and subdeacons. Their duties are
particularly defi ned in several follow-
ing articles. If any complaints be
mad e against an ecclesiastic, they
m ust be made to the order which
ran ks immediatel y above him : if re-
dress be refused, the Supreme Council
of the nation shall take cognizance 'of
the same.

No reference shall be made to the
Pop« on any subject of pure disci-
pline ; the Episcopal authority being
wholly competent to the government
of. the diocese ; and no bull shall be
promulgated without the consent of
the National Council.

The ecclesiastical di vision of the
country shall be 1he same as the
civil ; the capital of every province
being the centre of the ecclesiastical
bod y.

The Pope shall have no veto over the
appointment of the Episcopal body.

On these and other articles the
author enlarges to prove their con-
sistency with the earl y practice of the
Christian Church. He will recognize
no novel ties which have a later date
than the third century, and takes for
gra nted that the spirit of Christianity
is as f deadly to reli g ions as to civil free*

Ecclesiastical Constitution for South America. , 710

A 
WORK has lately been pub-
lish ed at Paris, entitled ic Dis-

c«rsos sobre una Constitucion ttel i-
giosa considerada como Parte de la
Civil National ," by M. Llorente,
the author of the Critical H istory ofthe Inquisition , fctc , in which a series
2* art icles are proposed to the rising
publics of South America, as the
™undation of their religious constitu*ions. The y are so liberal in their»P lnt , t hough the work of a Catholic,uiat we are only doing the author an
tkl J «*tice by introd ucing some of
*™m to our readers*



dom. He insists that the earl y Fathe rs
constantl y appea led to the reason and
the moral "conviction of thei r con-
verts , and that if other weapons are
necessary now , the doctrine they are
leagued with to defend , must be in-
consistent with the ori ginal parit y of
the Christian faith. He shews the
selfishness, the ambition , the fraud ,
which built on the foundation of the
gospel the scaffolding of priestl y en-
croachments and king ly despotism .
Confession , indul gencies , tit hes, the
monastic system , spirit ual courts and
other antichristian institutions , were
made the instruments of their pro-
fli gac y and plunder and aggrandizin g
power.

He denies the rig ht of the church
to require any other profe ssion of faith
than the admission of the great fun-
damentals of Christiani ty, that which
has been the belief of all Christians in
all ages. He asserts that the com-
munion of the Lord ^s Suppe r was a
simple act of faith in the earl y history
of the church , and ridicules the extra-
vagant notions connected with fast
and feast-days.

He argues at length against matri-
mon y being considered either as a
sacrament or a rel igious rite. It was
clearl y not established by Christi-
anity, nor did the Christian Church
pretend to interfe re with it for many
centuries.

As authority for opposing the in-
tervention of the Pope in matters of
disc ipline and internal arran gements ,
he quotes with approbation the const i-
tution of the Gallican clergy in 1791,
He shews t hat the authorit y possessed
by Rome in the earl y ages emana ted
from it , not as the apostolic see,
but as the cap ital of the empire ; and
that Alexandria , Antioch , and other
plac es, held their station in ecclesiastic
matters , because th ^y were cities of
second and third rank , political ly con-
sidered.

He proposes a great diminution of
the clerical orders ; their excess being
a serious burthen on the stat e, unne -
cessary for the mainte n ance of rel i-
gion, unfriendl y to industr y and to
liberty. While he enforces the ne-
cessity of their being amp ly prov ided
for * he shews the desirableness of
someth ing like an equalization of their
reven ues, . ,

As to the celibacy of the clergy, he

supposes , on Hhe aut horit y of theChristian Father s, that Joh n was the
onl y unm arried apostle ; that , till the
fourth centur y, the clergy w ere uni-
versall y allowed to marr y He shews
how this corru ption grad ual l y insi-
nuated itself into the chu rch , an d what
a convenient instrument it has been
for detaching men from the common
interest of the hum ;tti ru e, -—and
pr oves, from the examp les of th e Pro-
testant churches , how frie nd l y a re-
form on this hea d has been to their
respectability and to thei r general
virtue.

He recomm ends th at the monastic
orders be silentl y annihila t ed by the
non admi ssion of noviciates ^ 

a. simple
and admira ble arr a n gement which
was adopt ed by the Spanish Cortes
durin g the sho rt era of their govern-
ment.

On the whole , these •• Discurs os"
do infini te honour to the sp irit of the
times : they shew that a more exten -
sive chant y is pervading our bcethr en,
and they give hope of th »t brig hter
day in which one bond , that of Chr is-
tian affection , shall embrace the whole
world. J. B.

Paris , Nov. 8, 1819.

720 The Ex tinction of Arianis nih

^—

Lo?i do7i f
Sir , Novem ber 20 , 1819.

PERCEIVING on the back of
your last Repository *in adver-

tisement of a Serm on by the Rev , G.
Harri s, of Liverpool , witj i a List of
the Unitaria n Chapels and Congr e-
gations in Eng land , Scotland and
Wales , I pr ocured it for the indul-
gence of my curiosity. In the Pre -
face, the Author , speaking of the ti tle
Unitarian , says, *' He has confin ed it
to that part of the Ant itriiiit ari an
bod y who believe in the prop er unity
of God , and the hum anity of Je sus
Christ —r part icularl y as he considers
the truth to be as much opposed to
Arian ism as to Trinita 'rian isni 1" After
this definition of Unitaria n, it was
with no small surprise I met with the
following " reputed A rian chapels and
congregations in his List of Uni ta-
rians. " Carter- Lane , St. Paul 's,
Rev. J. Barrett ; Han over- Str eet ,
Lon g-Acre , Mr . Lane; Je win- Stre efr,
Aldersgate -Stre et, A. Rees, D. Dy
Monkwell -Street , Cri pp legate, J .
Lindsay, D. D.$ Worsh ip -Str eet,
Fiiwabur y-Square , J . Evans, A. M .)



as ^eli as u Broads tair s, Mr. Chris-
topher," Now, I ask for informat ion
whether these worth y pastors , with
their respective flocks, have under-
gone any recent chan ge of relig iou s
sentim ent ; or whether the preach er ,
jn making up his Un itarian List ,
forgot his definition , and so unwit-
tin gly procl aimed to the world the
tr uth th at Ariam a re Unitarians: thus
prov ing himsel f to be under the ope-
ra tion of gospel ch arity. Mr. Richard
Wri ght , 1 observe , has assisted in
dra wing out the J Lisf , but he is a
liberal gen t Jeman , and has no concern
with the contra cted definition of Uni-
ta rian given on th e occasion. Each
of the above ministers , or some of
thei r congreg ations , may probabl y call
for an explanation. I am far from
imputing to Mr. Harris intentional
misrepre sentation . He says, " Inac-
cur acies pointed out he will correct. "
Inde ed, it is possible that , belong ing
to that class of modern Unitarians
who have predicted the speed y ex-
tinction of Arianism , he has , in the
superabundance of his youthful zea l
to swel l out the L,ist of Unitarians in
Eng land , Hcotland and W ales, fondl y
mistak en the prop hecy for its accom-
plishment ! Expecting a read y in-
serti on of these remarks in your valu-
able Miscellany, whi ch I have taken
from its commencement , I beg leave
to declare m\seJf a lover of truth and
consistency, as wel l as

AN UNITARIAN OF THE
OLD SCHOOL.

P. S. It is a curious ci rcumstance
th at Mr. Christo pher , of Broadstairs ,
here procla imed as an Unitarian , en-
terta i ned so great an anti path y to
Unitari anis m, as to have declar ed from
the pul pit, not long ?go, its alliance
to Deism ! An intelli gent gentleman
of the G rav el-Pit Congregatio n, Hack-
ney , happ ening to be present , called
on Mr . Chri stop her at the conclusion
of the service, and before the congre -
gat ion , for an explanation. Mr. Chris-
to pher, to his honou i\ acknowled ged
™* ina ccurac y, and will, no dou bt, be
ftiore liberal on future occasions.

Clapton,

Y

S|R » August 5, 18191
OUR Corres ponden t (p. 406)
will , I trust , excuse me if I as-

pre. Won that ther e is no Act of
******* to declare «« Dissenters'

sprinkling or dipping'* to be u bap-
tismV but th at the whole question
remains within the jurisd i ction of the
ecclesiastica l courts. Unde r such
sanction , he will , I believe find that
** the clergy have done in this affai r 1*
onl y what the y oug ht to have done,
and th at u for thei r conduct " they
have the most satisfactor y p receden t.
1 here take for gran ted that M r * Read
is correct in stating that the " young
lad y" who app lied for conf i rmation *" had onl y been ba ptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus " Had th ere, on
the contra ry , been evidence that the
word s used , *' twen t y-on e v ea rs ago,"
were , in the name of the F ath er, and
of* the Son, and of the Ho ly  Ghost , his
charge against the cler ^v would have
been fully establ ished ; and *' the bi-
shop of the diocese,'* with such evi-
dence before him , b y deciding " that
it was saf er to go throug h the bap-
tismal form ,"" would have opposed
himsel f to the opinions of bish ops, of
no light authorit y, in other times*

The Established Church * or, as it
has been more correctl y expressed ,
the Established Sect, rega rd , as it is
wel l known , all bap tism which is not
administered by an Episcopal clergy-
man , as lay-bap tism * On the validity
of such bap tism, there has been, within
the Es tablishment itself, no small con-
trove rsy . The earliest of which I
am aware , was in 1573, between Dr .
Whitg ift , aft erwards Archbis hop of
Canterb ury, and the celebrated Puri-
tan Cartivright. The latter , in con-
formity, as it appea rs, with the jud g-
ment of the forei gn Protestants , thus
argued , in his Defence of the " Ad-
monition to the Parliamen t :'*

u As for the baptizing by laymen ,
considering that it is not onl y against
the word of God , but also founded
upon a false ground , and upon an
imag ined necessity , which is none
indeed , it moveth me nothing at all,
althoug h it be very ancien t 5 for so
much as the sacram en t dependeth
chiefl y of the institution and word of
God 3 which is the form and , as it
were , the life of the sacrament , of
which institution this is one, and , of
the chief parts , that it should be cele-
brated by a mi n ister/ *

Dr. Whitgi ft, in his " Defence of
the A nswer to the Admonition ," thus
replied :

0 Wh ereas you say, that the mi-

Mr. Rn tt on Anabaptism in tte Church of England. 721



trister is one of the chief parts , and ,
bs it were , the life of the sacrament :
in so weighty a cause and grea t a
matter , it had been well if >ou had
used some authority of Scri pture , or
testimon y of a learned author. For
so far as I can read , the testimony of
learne d men is, that the essential
form , and , ais it were , the life of ba p-
t isfn , is to ba ptize in the name of the
Fat her , and of the Son, and of the
Holy  Ghost ; which form being ob-
served , the sacrament remaineth in
fu ll forc e an d strength , of whomso-
ever it be ministered , or howsoever
by ceremonies or other additions it is
corru pt ed/*

1 quot e these passages from 4 * A
Defence of the Doctrine and Pract ice
of the Churc h of Eng land against
some Modern In novations , 1712."
This Def ence was anonymous , but is
attributed , in MS. on the tit le-page ,
to " Dr Turner , Vicar of Chr ist-
Church . London , and of Greenwich. "
Of t hese innovation s one was , ¦** bap-
tism , admini stered by laym en  ̂ invalid. "
On this subj ect Mr . Nichols thus
w rites :

44 In 17 11 ,there arose a controv ersy
concerning the validity or invalidity
of lay-ba pti sm, in which some of our
bishops and learned divines were di-
vided in opinion. I he occasion of
this dispute was as follows : Mr. Lau-
rence , a learned layman , bapt ized and
bred amon g the Dissenters , was not
satisfied concerning the validit y of his
own ba ptism * and was ba pt ized by a
clergy man of -th e Church of En gland ;
and w rote the following ingenious
tracts in defence of what he had done :
one entitled , Lay-Bap tism Invalid *17 11;  a Defence of it in the same
year ; and in 17 12 , a tract intituled ,
Dissenters* Bapt ism null and void."
Lit. A nect. IV. £27.

Besides Dr. Turner 's Defence, he
appea red again in 1713, unde r the
title of " A Country Clergyman/ *
The validity of lay- bapt ism was also
ma intained in " The Jud gment of Ihe
Church of Eng land ," and «« The
Second Part of the Jud gment , 171&. "
These were att ributed to Bishop
Fleet wood , who declare s it the ju d g-
ment of Ihe Church of En gland , that
lay-baptism * seriousl y confer red in
matte r anil f orm prescribed by Chri st,
is n*>t to be rei terated , althou gh it
was irregular , for want of a pro per

administrat or. " To the same purp ose
the Upp er H ouse of Convocation, un%
der Queen Anne , thus address ed the
Lower House : " We, the presi dent
and bishops , have thoug ht it hicu m*
bent ou us to declare , that such per -
sous as have been alre ad y ba ptized
in or with water , in the nam e of the
Fath er , and of the Son , an d of th e
Hol y Ghost , thoug h thei r ba ptism
was irre gula r for want of a prope r
adminifttrator , oug ht not to be bap -
tized again. 11 The H ig h Church Doc-
to rs, H ickes and Brett , conten ded on
the other side ; connecting this sub-
ject with their doctr ines of {he divine
right of the pri esthood , and u the
necessity and authorit y of sacerdot al
absolution. "

In 1714, the same question Was
discussed between several clergymen
and some Dissente rs at Exeter , ou
the following occasion , as desc ribed
in " A Caveat against the new Sect
of Anab aptis t s, latel y sprung up at
Exon ," attributed to Mr. Withers :

44 One Mr . Benjamin Reed , of the
city of Exeter , was designed for a
Dissenting minister ; his parents gave
him a suitable education , and he was
for several years at a private aca demy ;
all this time he seemed to be a reso-
lute Nonconformist \ but ab out two
or three months since, he left the
Dissenters , and on a sudden declared
himself a zealous Chur chman. A
litlle aft er he conformed , he was per-
suaded to renounce his former bap-
tism as absolute! v nul l and inv alid ,
because it was administere d by one
who was not episcopall y or dained ; he
submitted to be rebapti zed , and the
sacrament was solemnl y re peated in
the parish church of Heavyt ree ,
within a mile of Exeter. The person
that officiated was one Mr. J euk inson ,
who might have passed his life in
obscurity if he had not made himself
famous for having somewhat to do in
so remarkable an affa i r. The godfa-
the rs were tw o clergymen , Mr. Kin g
and Mr . J. Walker. " (P p. 3, 4.)

This pamp hlet was followed by "A
Defence of the Caveat aga inst th e new
Sect of A nabaptists , ficc, in Answer
to Mr. Reed 's Re ply . ,  By Hube rt
Stogdon ," of whom t here is, 1 be-
lieve, some account in one of your
earl y Volumes. [IV. 57, 1$» and
247-] In both pamphlets, the charge
agaitiHt the clergy turn ed upon tin*

i
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fact, that -*• they knew Mr. Reed had
bten baptized wit h water in ' the
name of the Father , Son and Holy
Ghost." ( Def ence, p. 50.) Of the
J ate discussion of this su bject , occa-
sioned by a clergyman 's refusal to
bury any whom he rega rded as un-
baptized, and the j udgment of Sir J.
Nicho N* you have giveti a full accoun t
(V. 19B, 199). I vvill only add , that
the Dep uties* acting on thai j udgment *
have never ventured to inter fere, un-
less it could be pr oved that the form
in Matthew was used on the occasion.
1 have, I am aware , gone further than
was necessary to acquit the clergy in
the op inion of your Correspondent ,
but 1 thought much of the above
might be new to some of you r readers ,
especiall y as 1 find that t)r. Towers ,
wh o wr ote Cartwr i ght 's Life in the
Bing. Brit., ( I l l -  280,) has not men-
tioned the subje ct^ there * nor in his
account of Cartwriyht annex ed to
Whiti > ift 's Li fe ( Brit. Biog., I I I .  362
~S<H). In I7b7-and J 784 , when Dr .
T. w rote , the question abou t lay bap-
tism was, I believe, entirel y at rest.

while he commends " his avowed
enmit y to ecclesiastical usu rpation ."
CBiog. Brit . IV. 27.) Tlie " lud icrous
and pro fane manner '* which the iVon-
vonformist , on the authori ty, 1 sup-
pose, of common fame, attribu tes to
Collins , ill accords with the com-
plexion of his life and th e circ u m-
stances of his last hou rs , as th ey are
described in the Biog. Brit. , not onl y
by Dr. Ki ppis, but in the pre v ious life
by Mr. Broug liton , a clergy man who
had certainl y no predilectiou for the
author of the Essays *• On Freethiuk-
ing/' and " On the Thirty -nine Arti -
cles." Had this story been regard ed
as authentic , it would , probabl y, hav e
been menti oned (IV. 26) with Win s-
ton 's severe censure of his " old
fri eud 1 for havin g received % •' t h e
hol y communion. '* CoNius 's " com-
pliment to custom ," if he used the ex-
pression , was, I think , as justi fiable as
the conduct of the late Duke of G ra f-
ton , who is declared (VI. 4()9,931 and
72 1 )  to have frequentl y rec eived the
communion * the form of whic h must
have been abhorrent to tfi e opinions
and feelings of a serious Unitarian.

However Collins attained to mag is-
tr acy, ho appears to have exercised it
with a persevering regard to the pub-
lic interest , and if examp les were suf-
ficient for such a purpose , professed
Chris t ians have abundantl y ju stified
reputed unb elievers in doing what an
un preju diced observer is liable to
cousider as evil , that good may come.
Of this , L thin k , that eminent Non-
co n formist , Sir I\ Abue y , afforded a
st riking instance.

In the Memoirs annexed to his Fu-
nera l Sermon ^ in 1722 , we are told
(p. 77) that *' occasional communion
wit h the Established Churc h he ac-
counted law fu l, and all alou g pr actise d
it , when ex pressing his charit y, or
holding a ca pacit y for any consider-
able service made it necessa ry .'* He
had adopt ed the accomodating scheme
of his earl y p astor Mr. Howe , whi ch
Defoe, whom Mr , Howe unjust ly
char ged with having '• wr itten bis
piece against Occasional Conformity,
in order to reflec t upon Sir Thomas
Abney ," very abl y exposed , as may
be seen in Biog. Brit . (V ,  27, 28),
Yet when the Bill against Occasional
Conformity passed in 17 12 * and Sir
Thom as, urged {Mem. p. 57) by €$ the
Resident of Brun swick , who vigo-
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The Nonconformist ( p. 428 ) will,
I am sure , excuse me if I att empt a
corr ec tion of the note to his very in-
formin g paper , and haza rd a remark
upon it. ** Lord Shaftsbur y," the
repute d «' unbeliever ," and the con*
tempora ry of Bolingbrohe f was ne ver
" Lord Hi gh Chancello r. 1* That
office was fi I led , in 167 2, (a short
period of lenity towa rds Dissenters ,)
by his grandfather , who was , I a p-
preh end , a state Christian , and us ex-
emplar y in that characte r, acco rding
to a well-known stor y, as that most
reliy ious k ing, his royal master . The
aut hor of th e Characteristics does
not appea r to have filled any office
which r equired the qualificati on of
the communi on, unless it were " the
Vice Ad mira lty of the County of
Dorset ,1' from which , according to
Bf og. Brit . ( IV .  268), he was removedu on the accession of Queen Anne."

It has been dou bt ed w hether " An-
tliony Collins w rot e against Christi-
<*nity," or # r ath ei% against wh at Os-
bj >rn e denominated Pa rliam ent Fa itf u
A rchdeacon Blackbu ru e, who is well
knovv ii to hav e wr itten th e Memoirs
p Thomas Holli s, there considers
loflhuf* t< iii^wiu t(> reve lation am»tter far from being out of doub t j?



rousl y rep resented to him how far th e
interest of his master might depend
upon his continuance in his post , was
pre vailed on to continue ,*' he declined
all pub lic worshi p, probabl y because
he objected to join in the devotional
services of the Churc h , thoug h he had
freq uentl y qualifie d for an office , and
thus had declared , if actions ha ve any
mean ing, t hat he was a bond f ide
Churchm an. This indecorous deser -
tion of the public worshi p of the
Church , to which every mag ist rate was
considere d , by law , as belonging, and
confining himself to worshi p in his
famil y *• for seven years / ' his bio*
grap her , the Rev. Jeremiah Smith ,
his No n conformist minister , (p. 58 ,)
softl y calls a " restr aint ," which *' he
end u red , ( t hou gh not without a pious
grief,) t hat he might be capable of
serving his country , an d securing the
interest of King George. " Dr. Watts ,
in his Dedication to Sir Thomas
Abney of two sermons , preache d to
his famil y at Theobalds , during t hat
peri od , uses the same language , and de-
nounce s (Works , 1800, 1. 155) " that
unri ghteous law ,'' the Act against
Occasion al Conformit y, of which , how-
ever , those who had qualifi ed und er
the Test Act , and thus affected to be
Chu rchmen , had no ri ght to complain.
Indee d, such Nonconformists as Sir
Thoma s Abney and his friend , anothe r
Alderm an , Sir John F ry er , a ppear to
have been as wise in their generation
as any children of this world ; for while
they received peculiar homage fro m
thei r own party , as the head s of the
Noncon formists , the v secured , bv their
occasional Conformity , their full share
of the honours which the law be-
stowed on Churchmen.

" A Dissenter " (p. 430, Note) " may
sit in the H ouse of Comm ons ;'* but , 1
suspect , that all the member s of the
House are consi dered as members of
th at Church , of which they have swor n
that the King is sup reme head, an d
are all liable , t h oug h never likel y to
be called upon , to rece ive t he commu-
nion. For th e House , I apprehend ,
has power to repeat such orders, as
have been frequent ly enforced in other
times.

In 1614, the Commons made " an
order , that every member of their
bod y should tak e the sacrament , at
St. Margare t's." {JParL Hist. V. 278. )
In 1 627 there was a similar order.

enjoinin g the immediat e receiving faall who then *4 sate in the House "and dir ecting " those which have notsat e in the House , not to come intothe Hou se till they have received thecommunio n." Durin g the Short Par.liament , Ap ril, 1640, there was thesame order, and two such ord ers atthe commenc ement of the Long Par -liament. In 166 1, this order wasrepeated : It is reso l ved that , on aSunday appointed , " the sacra ment
of the Lord 's Suppe r sha ll be admi-
nister ed at St. Margar et's, accor din*
to the form prescribed in the Litu ryy,
and that all the mem bers shall th en
and there receive the said sacrament ,
an d tha t whosoever sh al l not then
an d th ere receive the said sacram ent ,
shal l not , after tha t day , come into the
House, until he shall have received
th e said sacramen t." A committ ee is
the n appointed , who are to receive
from the membe rs a note f describing
t hei r names and the places they re-
present , •* and the said persons, so
appoint ed, are likewise to tak e part i-
cula r notice of every member of th is
H ouse, at such time as he receive the
said sacra ment ;" perhaps to detect
any who might not actual ly receive,
or not in both kinds. In 1666, this
order was repeat ed, probabl y for the
last t ime.

I quot e all the above except the
Order in 1614, fro m a 12nio. volume,
pr inted- 1 756, containi ng " Orders ,
&c. collected out of the Journals. 0
To these may be added the following
passa ge betwe en James I. and Usher,
communicated by the latter to Sulhj ,
and quoted from Parr 's Li fe of IXsher,
(p. 17,) in Harris 's Lives, 1814 (I. 91).
Fro m the classica l conclusion it ap-
pears that James wan ted more money
than the Commons chose to entru st
with him.

" I Was appointed , by th e Lower
House of Parliament , to preach at St.
Mar garet 's, Westminster , Feb. 7> l6$0.
Feb. 13, being Shro ve-Tuesday, I
din ed at court , and betwixt four and
live kissed the king's hand , and had
confer ence with him touch ing my
serm on. He said , I had charg e of an
unrul y flock to look unto the next
Sunda y. He asked me how I thought
it could stand w ith true divinity, that
so many hundred should be tied (upon
so short warnin g) to receive the com-
munion upon a day, all could not be

724 Mr * Rutt on Members of Parliamen t receiving tlie Sacram ent



*n char ity* after so late contention s in
the House : many must needs come
without pr eparat ion, and eat thei r
own condem nation . He bad me to
(el l them, I hoped they wer e all pre ^
pared,' bu t wished they might be bet-
ter * to exhor t th em to unity .and
concord ; to love God fi rst , and then
their princ e and country $ to look to
the ur gent necessities of the times,
and th e miser abl e sta te of Chri sten-
dom, with bis datqni citb dat "

Your Reviewer (p. 4S9) has, I
doubt not , fai rl y quoted " Sir M.
Wellwood," and if the Baronet had
dealt as fai rl y with Dr. Priestley, he
could not have j ustly cha rged him
with deducing, from the doctri ne of
Necessity, " conclusions of the most
pern ici ous ten dency. " The passage
professed to be quote d, is the forme r
part of the seventh para graph of Sect,
xi., which is in Vol. IH. of the Work s,
p. 518- Dr. Priestl ey is there consi-
dering a difficu lty occur ring to '' per-
sons firm ly pers uaded of the truth of
the doctri ne of Necessity *" who yet
deem it " not possible to act upon it/ *
and " ask how it is possible for a
Necessari an to pray for the pardo n of
sins." Having adopted Dr. Hart ley's
well-known distinction " between the
popular and philosophical language , as
corr esponding to two very different
vie ws of human actions ," he proceeds
to shew that , if a Chris tian Necessa-
rian 's Ci faith be what Dr. Hartle y
calls a p ractica l one, either in the
doctrine of Necessity, or the princi ples
of Christianit y, that is, if he real ly
f iels the pri nci ples, and if his affec-
tions and conduct be real ly dire cted
by them, so that they have th eir na-
tu ral infl uence on his mind , it will be
impossible for him to be a bad man ;"
or that " a tr u ly pract ical Necessarian
vvill stand in no need of the sentiments
either of self-applause or self-repr oach.
«e will be under the infl uence of a
much super ior pr inci ple, loving God
«nd kis fel low- creatu res—f ro in moti v es
altogether independen t of any consi-
derations relatin g to himself." Thus
the autho r intr oduces the following
passa ge, which the biograp her of Dr.
krskine affects to quote . How he
quotes, the word s 'p rudently  omitted^y him, and here placed between
oraclcets, will sufficientl y discover :

lit is acknowledged that] a Neces-m^> who fas such! believe* that

[strictl y speaking] nothing goes wrong,
but that every thin g is under the best
direc tion possible, [himself and his
conduct , as part of an immense and
perfect whole, incl uded ,] cann ot ac*
cuse himself of havin g dope wrong, in
th e ultima te sense of the words. He
has , therefo re, in this stri ct sense, no-
thin g to do wit h repentanc e, confes-
sion , or pard on." It is not sur prising,
after this specimen of the biographe r 's
Christian sincerity * that he entirel y
omitted , in his quotation , the . follow-
ing conclusion of the para gra ph, which
would have prov ed his char ge again st
Dr. Priestle y to have been noth ing
bette r than a calumny :

" But then , if he be really capabl e
of steadil y viewing the great system^and his own conduc t as a part of it,
in th is true light , his supr eme regard
to God, as the grea t, wise and bene-
volent author of all things, his inti -
mate communion with him, and devo-
ted ness to him, will necessaril y be
such , that he can have no will but
God's, in the sublime , but accurat e
language of the Apostl e Joh n, he will
dwell in love, he will dwell in Godp
and God in him ; so that , not commit t-
ing any sin, he will have nothin g to
repent of* He will be perfect, as Ae>
heaven ly  Father is p erfect"

Mr * Belsham is still , where 1 hope
he will long continue , in aren& 9 and
can sp eak for  himself should he deem
such an animadverter deservin g of his
notice .

J. T. RUTT .
P. S. Since I sent you the letjter on

Defensive War ,, (p. 409>) I have re-
mark ed, in a note by Mr. Grang er,
(B. H. II. 245,) a specimen of Chris-
tian anim osity, seldom, if ever , par al-
lelled. Speaking of Mont rose's ex-
ploits against the anti -royalists in
Scotland , he says, " It is worth y of
remark , that in the memora ble bat tle
which he gained in September , 1644,
the word of the rebels was, Jesus and
no quarter. " I questio n whether
Old Mortality  has any th ing to ex-
ceed this amon g his Covenanters.
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Matt. xix. 26, " With God all thing *
are p ossible **

THIS tex t is so generally quote d
in a Ben&e beyond its import , that?°^ xiY. 5q



a special consideration of it tbay not
be unaccep table. It is very promptl y
applied to rebut the objections of
cotnmoa sense to the doctrine of the
Trinity 5 and a prett y summar y an-
swer, in the absence of a better , and
a very convenient one it is.

1 feel mysel f on tende r ground , but
ave an humble trust that it will not
il me.
No doctrine can lack a found ation

pen scri ptural expressions , wrested
l their pri mary and absolute seiise,
3 the Catholics , to come no nea re r,
ave well exemplified . Jesus said ,*
If ye have faith* as a grain of mus-

urd "seed, nothing shall be* impossible
i you." This will be ackn owledged,

pres ume, as equivalent to the Van-
tage of the text. But who will be
i>mid to stick le for the literal con-
tructio n of such a passage ?

I can believe implicitl y many things ,
ipon bath divine and human autho-
ity, which my reason canno t reach,
ttut none which contradict it.

Wi th God , though I admit that all
things are possible, yet it is in the
rest rictive sense of all p ossible things *

Many are not possible to Him .
He himself, in the plenitude of his

omnipotence , canno t contr ave ne what
his own laws and constitutions hav e
once ordained immutable .

Nor can He, in any instance , betr ay
versatility .

It has been assumed that God. could
not pardon the sins of mankind ^ ex-
cept his Justice were satisfied by an
atontnunt ; such as confounds the
human intellect , and makes depreci-
ated reason stan d aghast *— which,
indeed , might come in a parenth esis,
as an orthodox impossibility with
God.

Out of which , however , in the form
of a negation upon it, arisen the moral
impossibility that God could , upon
thht as&tt ifrption * exact from his crea-
tur es a virtue tr anscendi ng what his
own nature is capable of, namel y, the
forg i vfcmjss of all offences and injuries
without atonem ent.

God cannot be unjust. He cannot
visit limited sill wit h unlimi ted pu-
nishment.

Having decla*ed>t <c I ***** the Lord :
that is my name } and ray glory will

* ftl fct*. xvii. 2fr. -f Isaiah xliis. 8.

I not give to another ,** he cannot
give his gk>i,y to another.

And that *  ̂ Before me there wasno God forme d, neither shall there beafter mef and f " 1> even I , am be*and there is no God witf i m e f  he-
cannot hav e an associat e in his divi-
nity.

And havitfg promulgated } " There
shal l be one Lord , and his name on*;"
he cannot make it three.

(These are but selections from a host
of corresponding passages .)

He is not efficien t to make two and
two five, or two and th ree hut four.
He is incapable of the att empt.

So, by pa rity of stat ement, not
even by any presumab le operat ion of
the Divine will or power, which ar e
synonymous , could thre e persons , each
of them God , be one God, and cmiv
one*

The proposition , involving a nume-
rical contradiction , states an impossi-
bility , in the face of that irre versible
system of order and consist ency which
has the Supreme Being fo* its au-
thor. §

So impossible is it eveil for . their
Creator to realize the conceits and
gratuitism s of his creatures.

If any one should oppose, to my
view of this momentou s subjec t, God' s
power to work miracles * or disturb
his own establishments ,. I would sim-
ply ask htm whether he would have
the Trin ity considered as a standing
miracle , and whether his orthod ox
breth ren would thank him for such a
concession ?

I presume that none, but a fana tic,
will tax the language I have used, for
the aake of perspicuity, with irreve-
rence.

That any mathematician should avow
himself a Trinitarian , is, of all stra nge
things , per haps, the strang est. Yet
how many have believed in witch-
craft I How many in the existence of
an evil spirit , possessing the divine
attri bute of ubiquity , and busy i» the
seduction of every human being from
the allegiance due to lii* Creator !
What , in such cases, wherein we ««e
minds of the sublimeat capacit y pros-

? , . ' h ' ! '."'* '> ' ' ¦. * >-' •! '¦¦<f i" *<» f j f f i «m* H 'tmMM 'l' l l W f , " .-'I . . * VJ- ' ?*¦ - m

* Isaia h xliii. 10, f Deut. **xir. &
f Zach . xiv. &,
fc See my «* «nity of CM*," *• meP0S
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CJiiehester ,
Sib, , . Nov. 18, 1819.

BEING a Christian from con vic-
tion that the evidences in sup-

port of that faith are full and sati sfac-
tory , and adopting the Unitaria n creed
from a like con viction t hat it ap-
proache s neare r to the truth as it was
in Jesu s tha n any other explication
of Christianity, I cannot be supposed
to have any admiration for the w rit-
ings of Paine , or for the publ ications
of Cariile * But I cannot conceal my
regret , that it should be now thought
necessary to visit with punishment
any individual for makin g- know n his
sentim ents respecting the Christi an
faith. It is, I think , pay ing our well-
paid clergy but a bad com pliment , to
suppose that thei r talents could not
completely answer his objections : it
is payin g Christianity itself a bad
compliment to hint that it requ ires
the support of the law to its defence :
ana it is demons trating a sad igno -
ran ce of the nature of real religious
liber ty, and a sad inconsistency in the
dispensing pf this blessing , if, while
we send missionaries to other lands ,
to shew Pagans the folly of idolatry ,
we wil l not suffer an individ ual in our
land to shew us the folly of our creed,
Prided it appears to him that the
wwdom of God belongs not to it.

The ignora nce of Scri pture which
* ™ne evinced , was pointed out in a
wester ly manner by Mr. Gil bertW akefiejd ; and like ignorance was
str ayed by Mr . Carlile , in his endea-vour to identify Unitarians with Deists ;
J r no ignoranc e can be greater than

?k rJJ ^ich would rank unb elievers in
^Trini ty ** unb elievers 

in 
Christi-

**nh Still, however , Unitarians Are

offenders at Common Law, accord ing
to the jargon of barristers , as niu^ly as
Mr * CarliTe j and, therefore / he was
quit e corr ect in endeavour ing tQ sfaew
that if they ar e suffered to Iferoac fc
thei r opinions , lie oug ht to be suffered
to broa ch his. This being th e case, X
own I am ind ignan t, and most deeply
do I regret when I hear Unitarians
app roving Mr. Carlife 's prosecuti on
and conviction * Are they not , in this
case, using against him an ar gument
and weapon which the ort hodox could
use equally against them ? But , what
is still worse , do they not , by this
conduct , plead guilty, in fact, to a
charge sometimes mad e against them ,
that , had they the power , they would
be as intolerant as other sects ?

Throug hout the writings of Unita-
rians , it is often expressed , and mote
frequen tl y insinuated , that their sys-
tem is liberal ity itsel f. Whil e your
Catholics and you r Protestants j bave
alternatel y burn ed each oth er , each
of them being debased with au anti -
Christian spirit , we are told that Uni-
tarian ism forbids all such proceedings.
True , remarks the ortho dox Reliever,
but this is easil y accounted for ; you
have never yet had the power to per -
secute * How much , alas ! is this
observation strengthened , when Uni-
ta rians , tho ugh not themselves hav ing
power to persecu te, join th e hue and
cry with those who have.

It is consistent enoug h for th e de-
scendants of the " man of sin," be they
found in Papal Rome, or in Protes tant
countries , to " rej oice and be ex-
ceeding glad/* when , under the pre-
ten ce of hol y zeal, they are able to
reek their infu ria ted passions an & de-
fenceless mortal. But for those who
plume themsel ves to be peculiarly the
followers of the meek and lowl y J esus,
thus to act , shews that their blood is
still infected with the impurity which
flowed in the veins of the Mot her of
Abominations.

Let Unitarians express I heir regret
that any should be found blind to the
beauties of their Christian faith. Let
the m, by argument , fortif y their chil-
dren and the ignorant arou nd them,
agains t any moral poison : let them
endeavour to convince, and heal the
erroneous and sickl y J udgment of |he
Deist : but let the m not be absurd
enough to suppose this conviction, or
tikis hapj >y tesult, can arise from ma-

tra te at the shrike of an early *intbibed
superstition, wfhat can be said , but ,
with a sigk* a?*s» poor human nature !

^avingt as not relevant to my pur-
oose/a main branch of the argument ,
-that the doctrine of the Trinity is a
human device, graduall y and pr ove^
J ab ly superinduced upon the Scrip-
tur es; I desire only to ente r my
protest against siicft a sweeping per-
version of the text as I have aimed to
corre ct, and to remark how sorel y
they must feel themselves pre ssed,
who seek to shelter themselves under
it.

BREVIS.
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nacles or a prison : let them not , for
the sake of courtin g the popularity of
imperfec t Christians , act upon a rule
which is contrary to the direction s of
him who forba d the fire from heaven
to fall on the Samaritans ; who de-
clared that man was frequentl y igno-
rant of the real spirit he possessed ;
whe n he shewed a willingness to be
the avenger of the Almi ghty 's honour ;
and which rule , if ri gidl y acted on
towards themselves , might , simply
because th ey form the weaker sect,
consi gn them to a dungeon.

Perhaps , Mr. Editor , your next
Reposi tor y will teem with such sen-
timents fro m you r liberal Corres pon-
dents : if so, let my effusion be
destro yed ; but if not , I beg to record
my settled conviction on this affair ,
in the hope that , thou gh an humble
individual , I may be , in some degree ,
usefu l in pre serving among our bod y
that consistent liberality which forms
their greate st glory.

J .  F.

Mansfield,
Sir , Sep tember 28, 1819-

IN your Reviewer 's very excellent
and j udicious critique upon Dr.

Hodgson's Sermon 011 Stephen 's
P ra yer , £pp. 505—508,] I observe he
has adopted th e hypothesis stat ed by
the late K ev. Timoth y Kenrick , and ,
if I mistake not , by other Unitarian
writers before him, to exp lain the
scene describ ed, Acts vii. 55, 56,
which , t hou gh ingenious , does not
appear to me satisfactory. Should
the following observations serve to
th row any light upon the (subject , or
lead to any better explanation , the
write r will think himself grat ified by
thei r insertion in your valuable work.

The explanation of the historian 's
langu age may, perh aps, be found by
referring to the accusation which was
broug ht against Ste phen , and to some
passages in the histories of the Evan -
gelists. At the close of Acts vi. it is
said , that they , 4€ who were not able
to resist , the wisdom and the spirit by
whicih Stephen spake , suborned men ,
which said , * We have heard him
speak blasphemous words agai ost this
holy place and the law , for we have
heard him say, that this Jesus of
Nazareth shall destro y this place,
and shall chan ge the customs , which
Moses delivered to us. 1 " From the

tenor of this testimon y it is < evident
however his language had been misi^
ter pret ed or misapp lied, that Stephen
had been speakin g of the destru ction
of Jerusal em, and the consequ ent dis-
persion of the Jews , involving the
discon tinuance of many of thei r sacred
customs, undoubted ly predict ed by
the prop het Dan iel, an d more point-
edl y by Jesu s himself. W hen stand .
nig before the hi gh-pries t and the
council , Step hen entered into a br ief
history of the Jews , and concluded
by asserting, that they had rejected
and murd ered the Just On e, of w hom
Moses and the prop hets had spoken,
and ver y plainl y int imate d , that they
would bri ng upon them selves th e
jud gmen ts which had also been pre-
dicted as the conseque nce of their
impenit ence and unbelief . This was
in fact acknowled ging the most ag-
gravat ing part of the crime , which
was laid to Stephen 's char ge, and we
according ly fi nd , " that when they
heard these th ings, they wer e cut to
the heart , and they gnashed on him
with their teeth .'* Let us now refer
to the language in whi ch this event ,
the destruction of Jerusalem , is spoken
of by Jesus Christ , Matt. xvi. 27,
28 : " For the Son of Man shal l come
in the glory of his Fat her , with his
an gels, ari d then shall he reward every
man according - to his work. " The
coining to whi ch Jesus refers is par-
ticularl y evident , for he adds , " Veril y
1 say unto you , there be some standing
here , which shall not taste of death
till they see the Son of Man coming
in his king dom ." But his languag e
is more stri king, chap. xxiv. 29» SO,
which is the conclusion of what Je sus
had been say ing of the destr uction of
Je ru salem : " Immediatel y afte r the
tribulat ion of those days shall the sun
be darkened , and the moon sha ll not
give her light , and the sta rs shall fall
from heaven , and the pow ers of hea-
ven shall be shake n, and then shall
app ear the Son of Man in heaven, and
they shall see the Son of Man coming
in the clouds of f itaven, with p ower
and great glory " This, we may pre-
sume, was the onl y vision which
Ste phen saw . The conduct of the
high pries t and of the Je wish council,
not less than that of the veider s and
the Scribes , who w*»re stirr ed up
against him by his accusers and the
false witn esses, couvinded Stephen
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that the prediction of Jesus would be
^ifilted. and that the pride and ob-
sti uacy of the Jews were hastening
I bat event ; and lift ing up his ey es to
heaven , in the ar dou r of ant ici pation
he exclaim ed : " ' Eehold , I see the
heavens op ened, and the Son of Man
stan ding on the right hand of God "
] t is pro bab le Step hen 's meanin g was
well understoo d , and , there fore, the
J ews " cried with a loud voice, and
stopped th eir ears, and ran upon him
with one accord, and cast him out of
the city and stone d him/'

As io the apostrop he of Step hen ,
« Lord Je sus, receive my spirit / ' for
the re seems no rea son to consider it
as a pr ayer , it must be recollected ,
tha t the mind of this first marty r was
stro ngly impressed with the fi gur ative
rep resentati on which Jesus had given
of his app earance as the Son of Man ,
in the fulfilmen t of his prediction , and
with the connexion of the event with
the circumstances of those who would
be witn esses of it* His own imme-
diate danger would natural ly bring
to the mind of Stephen many of those
declarations and admonitions of Jesus ,
which he addressed to those who
mi ght endeavo ur to escape from the
impending calam ity by unj ustifiable
means , by a mean denial of their rela -
tion to him , or by the concealment of
t heir profession , as his followers j such
#s the following : " Whosoever shall
con fess me before men , him will I
confess before my Father , who is in
heaven ; but whosoever shall deny me
Wore men , him also will I den y be-
fore my Fat her , who is in heaven. "
46 Whos oever will save his life shall
bse it, and whosoever shal l lose his
life for my sake, the same shall save
it ; for what is a man advanta ged if
he gain the whole world and lose
himself, or be cast awa y ; for whoso-
ever sha ll be ashamed of me and of
wy word , of him shal l the Son of Man
oe ashamed, when he shall come in his
<n»n g lory an  ̂ {n ]t {$ f athe r s, and of'"¦is holy  angels " I t  is scarcel y pos-
&*ble th at these passages should not
have been in the mind of Stephen ,
connected as th ey are with the very-» ~ ^— -m- ».-̂  -m^^ w 

m/-« 
m ^—•¦ W W V %+ * «k *̂ * W — r  ̂ ¦̂ fc*  ̂ Vla«guage of Jesus , to which he re-ferred : and therefo re it was partic u-la«y natura l tljat he should exclaim,^t the moment when he was aacri-nci"g his life in the cause, and as a

proof of his attachment to liis master ,
". Lord Jesus , receive my spirit ," ac^
cept the offering of my life, which I
am now making , rather than den y
thee, or the import and meaning of
th y w&i'ds. But surel y this can be
no warrant for our add resses to Chr ist ,
seeing* we are not in similar cir cum-
stances, and ^ have no reason to sup
pose that he is present with us, and
can either hear or answer our req uests.
But on this subject we have the ex-
press authority of Jesus , in his in-
stru ctions to his disciples: " In that
day," th at is, when he was tak en from
th em, " ye shall ask me nothing ;
veri ly, veril y, I say unto you , what -
soever ye shall ask the Fathek in my
name , he shall give it you." It is
evident that the histori an did not
consider this eja culation or apost rophe
of Step hen 's as a prayer , for he after -
war ds observes, that he kneeled down
and p rayed , " Lord , lay not this sin to
their cha rge." Nor is it conceivable
tha t one " who was full of the hol y
spirit and ©f faith ," could have acted
in direct opposition to the instructions
of Jesus , or could have bee n unmindful
of the example and instruction of his
Mas ter : " Thou shalt worshi p Jeho-
vah th y God , and him only  shalt thou
serve ."

J. W.

On Stephen's Pr ayer , f rom Temp le's Letters. 7£<?

Sir ,
WH I LE reading the excellent

criticism on Stephen 's Prayer ,
by Hod gson, in your Number for
August last , [pp. 505—508,] it
broug ht to my recollection a note m
Temple's Letter s to Randol ph, pub -
lished in the year 1778, 8vo., and ,
with your permission , I have copied
it for insertion in your valuab le Mis-
cellany, as it is out of print , and many
of your readers may be unacquainted
with it. It is as follows. See p. 213,
note.

PHILA LETHE S.
In the w hole New Testamen t there

is no command to pray to Jesus Christ -
Jesus Christ himself and his apostles
unif orml y direct all pray er to be ad-
dressed to God onl y. There is, I am
persuaded , no passage in the whole
book , thai record s an instance of pro-
per prayer addressed otherwise than
to the person of the Father , except
Acts vii. 59, where Stephen , at his



mar tyrdom, is represented as using
these word s, 4€ Lord Jestts , receive my
spirit." Thi s, it must be owned , is a
direc t invocation of the Jj brd Jes us by
prayer ; and is, in my opinion , one of
the greatest difficulties in the Sacred
Writings . That Stephen at so solemn
a moment ^ and fi lled, as he was, with
the holy spirit , should have pra yed
to an improp er object, is to me incon-
ceivab le. To say that Jesus Christ
vras presen t in vision to Step hen ,
though , if the fact could be pro ved, it
might be allowed great weight , seems
to be cutti ng, not unty ing the knot.
For , considering the time that must
necessaril y elapse, it is as difficult to
conceive that the vision continued till
the moment of his marty rd om, as to
suppose that he would end his life in
the violation of his Maste r 's often re-
peate d comman d.

The following conjecture , if it
should be found sufficientl y probable ,
would remove the whole difficulty ,
and with all submission to bette r
J udgmen ts, I propo se it to the con si-
deration of pandid and learned Chris -
tians.

The readin g of our printed copies
is Kvpie Ivjara , Lord Je$u $; but eight
MSS;, one of great " an tiquity (see
Wet stein in loc.)» read Kvpie l^tre
X/u$-fe, Lord Jesus Christ. It is certain
St. Luke did not orig inal ly wr ite
both -, nor could those , whose books
had ' tiivp ie l iprep have added the ' word
Xptg-€ by way of explanation. -. Ki>p*€
I>7<rs effectuall y ascertains the person .
W hence then arose the various read -
ing ? Nothing will more naturall y
account for it than to suppose Kvp ie
{Lord ) simply, to have been the ge-
nuine readi ng ; which being unde r-
stood by different owners of MSS,
to mean the Lord Jesus , some by
way of inter pretation would write on
the marg in the word I qa-e, othtirs lqcre
Xpi$-£* Subsequent transc riber * would
take some the one. some the other
expression , as they tnet with it in the
respective MSS. fro m which they
copied , into the bod y bf the text , and
thus the Original reading would be
gradu ally lost . Tak e away this single
word , and all appearance of incon-
sistency is removed from a text which
Otherwise seems not easily reconcile-
£ble with the rest of Sfcr mture 5 the
prayer will no longer be ^dressed to

Jesus Christ , but to the Cod and jpa.thw of Jesus Christ, accord ing to theprescription of Jesus Ghri st himadf
** When ye  p ray,*ay 9 our Fa ther~~~J >

This conjecture may expose we tothe chastisement of Dr. R. 1 propo^
it only to the consideratio n of cool
and dispassionate men* who will nn.
derstand it , as the real tru th is, to be
proposed with all diffiden ce, and from
the best of motives , a desire to tu rn
the at tention of abler crit ics to this,
I think , very difficult text* Conjec-
tural readings , adop ted merel y by
way of accommodating an hypoth esis,
are never allowable , A worse reason
cannot be imagined . Such readings,
however , may sometimes be pro bable
in the highest degree ; and if no other
instan ce of pra yer , properl y so cal led,
indisputabl y addre ssed to Jesus Christ*can be poi nted out in Scri pture : if all
pra yer is commanded to be add ressed
to God only, 1he evidence here stated
for the conjectur e in question , may
possibl y be great enough, if not to
just ify the proposer , yet at least to
exempt him from the severit y of cen-
sure.

Sir , Claphatn.
SOME remark s of mine, which you

were so obliging as to insert in
the Repository, [p. S56J respecting
the doctrine of aton ement , have occa-
sioned two letters in reply, on which
accoun t I hope - you will allow me to
tres pass on your patience a litt le fur-
the n M y friendl y antagoni st Mr.
Jevans , [p. 550,] if so I may call one
from whom I do not know that I at
all differ , appears not to have exact ly
under stood my meaning . I will lay
the blame of this at my own door,
&nd suppose that I did not express
myself clearl y. Cer tainl y, ther e are
no things more difficult formally to
exnlain than some of our commonest
&Tid simplest ideas , especially when
the y have become encr usted and dis-
guised by the clumsy work mansh ip
of science, falsely so called . But I
vra s, I must confess, rathe r surpr ised
that Mr . J. (p. 550) should endeavour
to express what he conceived me to
mean in language very fore ign to the
style of tny letter . The err or whtf*
hfe Attributes to fcne, and which • W
combats , is, " that the teat h &f Christ
fe ftot t6 be *6ft»i<9«rea as inn*"** *aJ

^3& Sir* Barhain on the Doctrine of the Atonement.



rlianfle in the miad  ̂God." Now,
X tbtok that to expiate the atonement,
br referr in g to chan ges in the mind
( the Deity, is to interp ret Latin in

Greek, or Gr eek in Hebrew. I did
not, therefore, refer at all to th is point ,
nor'use any words of like import , as
may be seen, tf any of your readers
think it wor th while to turn to page
356. But as the subj ect is on the
table, I would rep ly to Mr . Jevans ,
that, to the same sense as the sacri -
fices, and other thing s mentioned by
Mr. J .» changed the mind of God , I
belie** that thi s effect was produced
by the death of our Lord . That
change was manifested by tbe repeal
of that sentenc e of deat h which passed
upon Adam, and which, after over-
shadowing the world abovp four thou-
sand year s, was for ever done away
by our Lord ** resurre ction. How-
ever, as this language is not scrip-
tural , an*! ap pears to me rather to
obscure than illustrate the subject,
I would ra the r avoid the me of it.
On the other band* J beg to say tha t
Mr. J. perfec tly meets my views,
when he says ** that we cannot adopt
a surer method to come at the truth
concernin g the effects of the blood
and death of Christ , than by consi-
derin g what is said concerning the
natu re and effects of the Jewis h sin-
offerings/* They were not appoint ed
as confirmati ons of the truth , or as
examples of conduct , but they were
manifestly the consideration s or con*
ditions on which it pleased God , on
those several occasion *, to suspen d his
displeasure, Just so the Scripture
appears to me to rep resen t the deat h
of our Mast er : it was tlie considera-
tion, on which it pleased God to sus-
pend the curs e of Adam, and establi sh
the new covenan t of life and ievmor-
to%> The point at which I aimed
was this, that there appears no ground
wh y either the atonement jof the death
°f Chris t, or those made by the Jewish
sacr ifices, should he referre d to those
aiystieal views abou t the satisfact ion
°f the Divine justice , w hich the C«rf-vmi&ts so continual ly inculcate , ratherwan to the impressio ps *hich they
*ere calculated to make on manki nd.
 ̂

J vJm pposes " that the sacrifices
jere de»igll€d to lead the offerer t<*
^a 

lhe evil rf hi* w*y®:" *sw p~
P°*ert thin very same en* to haw b *en

designed by our Lord' s death , and to
have been the source of its atoning
virtue - Not that I presumed tha t the
whole efficacy of his death turne d on
this point : I onl y proposed it as one
very int elligible part of it; for more
may be yet concealed behind the im-
penetrabl e veil which hides the spiri-
tual world. A fter this explanat ion,
I trust that Mr. Jev ans will suppo se
that the re is nothin g in my views
materiall y differin g from his own , or
which deserves his repreh ension.

In rep ly to your Correspon dent F.
Bv [p* 552], I will fi rst endeavour to
point out the peculiarities which dis-
tinguish the high Calviriisti c atone -
rnen U or rather satisfaction , from the
doctriae which 1 meant to defend.
It rests , I concei ve, on a peculiar hy-
pothesis , on which the other does
not rest in any the least degree. That
hy pothesis is this ; that the natur e <tf
the Divine justice is such, tha t when?
once a sin is committed , the full pet*
nishment of that sin must inevitably
be inflicted, no other remission being
possible than that of substitutio n an
innocent person in the place of the
guilty : th us that the justice of God
is as an unrelenting creditor , wbe
will be paid the uttermost farthing,
thou gh, indee d, he is not so careful
by whom that paymen t is made.
Furthermore , as the same party con-
tends that the guilt of sin is infinite,
so it follows that for the least ofifencey
an infinite punish ment or an in finite
satisfaction becomes immediately ine-
vitable ; which amounts to this, thftt
if any creature should sin, either the
Deity himself must bear the punis h-
ment , or that creat ure must strffer
everlasting and infinite torment . TMb
is, Ktran ge to say, the popular doc-
trine : in this , but a few years ago*
as F» B. says of himself, I was a devout
believer ; but so rep ugnant does it
now appear to me to Scripture and
every endearing vtevr of God ; so does
it mar the fair face of creation , ami
turn the unive rse into one house of
mourni ng* that I could not think of
defending any doctrine involving such
princ iples. M y aim is of a far sim-
pler kind : it does not belong to me,
if it doea to a«y man , to invent hypo-
theses and fra me systems on sneh
subjects, as these : and if I attempted
to brin g' forward any new or subt le
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explanations , I should stan d convicted
of palpable folly. My view regard s
no more than the plain conne xion of
two great events ; it is more of an
historical thau doctrin al comp lexion ,
according in this with that fine re-
mark , *c that Christianity is a reli gion
of facts." The two facts are , fi rst , the
sufferings and deat h of our Lord Jesus
Christ ] second ly, those privileges and
blessings wh ich were conferred on
mankind ' by his resurrection ; or , in
other word s, that forg i ven ess of sins
which we receive in him. Before I
go fu rther I would observe , that this
forgiveness of sins, which we thus re-
ceive, is by n o means t o be confounded
with that general favourable disposi-
tion, with which a peniten t is always
regarded by God : I am not for adopt -
ing the strange language of thos e who
speak of the death of Christ as giving
efficacy to repentance ; let us not
j udge by su pposed cases, but by the
real facts-—the facts which the gospel
records and predicts , and no others.
These facts may be briefl y stated : our
Lord Jesu s, being without sin , suf-
fered and died ; that is the fi rst : the
second is, that having risen again , he
has broug ht life arid immortality to
light , and is exalt ed to be a Prince
and a Saviour , to give repentance to
his people, and remission of sins.
Now the question relates to the de-
pendenc e of thie latter of these events
on the former , and may be stated thus :
Does not the Scri pture represent the
former of these events as appointed by
the Divine wisdom to p repare the way
for the latter9 and that in consideration
of mankind being sinners ; and the la tter
event involving the forgiveness of their
sins ? I must leave this question ,
Sir, with F. B. and your readers —we
can not all see things alike ; but to my
mind the answer shines unambi guous
with the clear and stead y light of
truth . I will not trouble you now
with texts ; I think there is none
cleare r or stronge r tha n the simple
statement ,, that " J esus died for our
sins.1' I care littl e about the word
atonemen t, or any other theolog ical
phrase ; onl y let such expression s as
that j ust quoted, be used as freely and
fearless ly as they fire in th e, New
Testament , and I shall desire no more *
The connexion between the steps of
our redempt ion, as pointed out in

Scripture , should not be lost sight ofor lightl y regarded ; for, no doubt, tobear it in mind concerns both otrr
holiness and our comfort.

F. B. considers the aton ement as
turnin g on the Deity of Chr ist : m
answer , I avail myself of the word s of
an able defence of Unitaria ns, lately
publis hed . (A ppeal to Scri ptur e and
Tradition , p. 140.) It is ther e said ,
** The atonement is commonl y thought
to be inte rwoven with the div inity of
Christ , but erroneousl y. The atone-
ment , or prop itiati on, does not of itself
prove Christ 's divinity or his super *
angelic nature :, the simp le humani ty
of Christ 's nature does not of itself
disp rove the atonement " The .Jewi sh
sacrifices were atonements in the ap-
pointed cases ; Job 's offering was an
atoneme nt for his friends ; an act of
Phinehas made atonemen t for the
whole people of Israel t why then
should an Unitarian think the media-
tion of the Lord Jesus an insufficient
atonement for the sins of the whole
world ? These things do not depend
on weight and measure , but on the
good pleasure of the onl y wise God.
The question is simply, ". Cjui dabit
par tes scelus expiandi ?"

THOMA S FOSTER BARHAM ,

London,
Sir , December 1, T819.

HAVING been repeatedly toW
that I ought to have taken some

notice of Mr. Procter 's lette r, which
appeared in the Monthl y Repos itor y
for November , 1818, p. 688, respect-
ing the state of sundry Presbyte ria n
Chapels in the county of Stafford ;
artfl observing that the subj ect is
again alluded to in your last Numb er,
at p. 673, 1 now send you such infor-
mation as I am in possession of, re-
specting the one at Newcastle-under-
Line, and hope that th is may induc e
some other person s to fur nish you
with similar communi cations from
Ston e and Stafford.

Twen ty-five years ago, th e Old
Presb yteri an Chap el at Newcastle
was used regul arl y for public worship*
and though the congregation was
small , some of the most respectable
people in the tow n and neighbou r-
hood belonged to it. By foe death of a
gentleman of grea t opulence and con-
sider abl e consequence in the - county

732 Presbyterian Chapel at Newca£tle-under~Line.



f Stafford, which vhappe ned in the
banning of the yea* 1795, the num-
ber of the trustees of the ebap ei was
reduced to th ree, aud in conseq uen ce
of th is a new tr ust , comprising the
principal people of the congreg ation ,
was formed, and the deed was exe-
cuted before the expiration of that

Notwithstand ing this had been ef-
fected , sever al members of the con-
gregation left the chapel immediatel y
afterwards, in consequence of the
minister having contr acted habit s of
intem pera nce ; and f rom that time
other persons left it by degrees , until
the place was entirel y deserted . The
building was then let to the mem-
bers of the Estab lished Churc h for a
school, and was occupied by them f or
many years ; dur ing which time it
suffer ed very shameful dilapidation ,
and became unfit for a place of publ ic
worship*

I was, however, surpr ised a few
months ago at being app lied to ' as
one of the trustee s, respec ting an in-
tended revival of the oM interest , and
craving my co-oper ation and assist-
ance. Since then, I am informed that
some of the old members have ob-
tained possession of the building, and
that the roof was taken off, only about
a fortni ght agot prep arato ry to its
under going a thoroug h repair ; and
that the Presb yterian bod y at New-
castle are determined to exert them-
selves to render the chapel com-
fortabl e, and to procure , as soon as
possible, a regular minister. But as
their lumbers are smal l, and the ex-
penses of repairing the building wilV
be very conside ra ble* I believe they
do not expect to realize their inten-
tions witho ut the assistance of other
congre gation s.

S, P.

Waltharnstow,
S**N December 4, 1819-

ALLOW me to join Mr. Howe,
[p. 661,] in recommending to

the atte ntion of our Unitarian friendsthe Society for the Relief of A geda«<i In firm Dissentin g Min isters. For
J™at reasons they have hitherto been
backwar d upon this occasion , I have
*° nght to inqu i re . But if there areaft y who think that it will wound the

feelings of ministers in dist ress to be
relieved by th is Society, I can. only
say, that -to me this apprehe nsion ap*
pears altogether groundless. It wiil
not , I conceive., wound any man's
feeliii er s to receive assistance from a
fund which was not raised in conside-
ration of his individual case, but with
a prospective view to the case of all
who should be circumstanced as he is;
nor will any man be ashamed to ac-
knowledge himself poor, whose pro-
fession has been known to exclude the
mean s of rising above povert y. The
situation of Dissenting Ministers , who
are solely or chiefl y depend ent upon
the emoluments of thei r profession ,
does not appear to me to have been
sufficientl y consid ered . Their sensi-
bilities we commonl y somewhat re-
fined by education ; their office intro -
duces them to the intimacy of men
comparativel y rich, and thus they
contra ct a familiarity with the com-
fort s and accommodations of what are
called easy circumstances ; the whole
of their acti ve life is not unfrequentl y
one conti nued stru ggle with difficul-
ties ; and , at length , when overtaken
by age and infirmity, they may, with-
out any fault of thei r own, be thr own
upon the support of pre carious cha-
rity. Surely, to men thus circu m-
stanced it will be cheeri ng and con-
solato ry to find that , while they are
labouri ng to promote the best interests
of mankind , the peculiarittea ^of their
condition ar e not overlooked , but that
the more wealth y par t of the Dis-
senting commun ity are cheerfull y con-
tributing to a society, which has for
its object the support and comfort of
thei r declining years . It will be to
them & delightful argumen t that they
have not laboured in vain in incul-
cating the lessons of tha t Mast er, who
left it as his last * inju nction to his
followers, that they should love one
another. What objectians of any
weight can be u rged against the In-
stitution in question , I am unable to
conceive. But I shal l, I trust , be
excused if I rema rk , tHat those rea -
sonings ought to be founded on clear
and certa in pr inciples, which are al-
lowed to stop the hand of charity.
Benevolence may, indeed , be exercised
indisc reetl y ; but it i* better for a
man 's self that it should be indis-
creetly exercised, than tha t it should
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Sir ,
THE respect I have ente rtained for

your Corresp ondent Mr. Luck -
cock led me to expect from him rather
an apolog y for his hasty accusation
of Mr. Russe ll, the Resident at Hy-
drabad , than a vindication of it '; ra-
ther a frank acknowled gment of
having preci pitatel y, I wil l not say
" twiste d,'* but , mistaken , the import
of the quoted extract from his dis-
patch , than a perseverance in imputing
to that gentleman sentiments and
feelings disgraceful to huma nity, and
neither expr essed nor imp lied in the
voucher produced for them. I will
notice very briefl y what Mr. L. has
further advanced , (p. 686,) and , to
save time, in the order of its arrange -
ment. Mr. L, observes , *6 I mere ly
said , € It does not appe ar that Mr.
Russell had any hand in this work of
blood ; Jbut it gives him unming led
pleasure , without a particle of regret
or commiserati on/ " Merel y this !
But , even this is begg ing the ver y
question ; for it is not deducible from
the extract , that the murder of the
Arabs was a source of either pleasure
or pain to Mr. Rus sell, whose dut y it
was to state the circumstance , and
which he has done " simp l y and
dril y." Mr. L. adds , " That the
wor d c p leasu re [not app lied to the
miserabl e fate of the garri son] should
be so conspicuous , without an iota of
palliati ve, is a sufficient presumption
that he sat down with feelings of
exultation , untempere d by the huma-
nity which the case so strong ly called
for/ ' This is, indeed , a sufficient
presumpt ion 1 somewhat similar , in
common par lance, to making bad
worse. But , is Mr. L. to lie informed
tljat the introduc tion of an ** iota of
pal liative ," or of the minutest obser-
vation upon the massacre into Mr.
Russell 's official dispatc h, would have

been liable to animad vers ion as \\\obtrusi ve imper tinence , and, perhap s
to censur e as a departur e fr om \\%province ? Was it for him, in i^stati on , to insinuat e any disappr oba-
tion , or any priv ate opinion, of themilitary oper ations which it devolved
upo n him to transmi t an account of?

Mr. L. has incautiou sl y dr awn abitter inference from prem ises that
fail him , and , instead of handsomelyret racting it , would suppor t it by apara phrase ! He then appal s us by
brin ging the probable cir cumstan ces
of the traged y before our eyes, as
thoug h I had inclined to pal liate it*
and spends his eloquenc e in arra ign-
meat of the system (which he does
not char ge me with advo catin g) t hat
engenders such proceedings ; all w hich
has as much to do with the point at
issue between him and me, as the
battle of the frogs and mice. M y
unshaken position is, that Mr. Rus-
sell's communication intimated , no
sentiment or feeling of any description
upon the event so j ustl y deplored ;
and , ther efore, Mr. JL. has suffered
himself to publish an unwarranted
imputation upon a gentleman some
thousand miles absen t ; which it was
the purpose of my " pitifu l cavil ,"
or appeal to the plai n sense of a do-
cument , ( your read ers will jud ge whe-
th er) to repej .

But , is it true (I do not ask it of-
fensively) that Mr. L, had mere ly  said
what he lias quoted from himse lf? Is
it nothing, speculating on Mr. Rus-
sell's un declared sent imen ts, to have
dra gged him , in the face of his coun-
tr y, to the bar of final retribut ion as a
cul pr it , abstainin g onl y in word s from
antic ipating the sentence of the divin e
assessor on his imputed delinq uenc y ?

Mr. L. has mere ly  gone thi s length ;
and , to redeem Mr. Ru ssell from such
a woeful predicam ent , have I volun-
teered mysel f in your pages, I hope
not intem peratel y. I have don e with
the subject , Sir , onl y rema rkin g tha t
Mr. L. has called to my recol lection
the old ballad of Katherin e H ays , who
had as litt le merc y on her hus band ,
as he on Mr. Russe ll,

" And , findin g no hole in bis coat ,
S h ej p ic&ed otoe in his skull ."

BREViS.

7S4 Vindication of Mr. Russell, of Hydrabad.

ble evil , that I can see, can possibl y
result from any support which is
likel y to be given to the Society for
which Mr. Howe is pleading, and for
which 1 sincerel y hope that he may
not plead in vain.

E. COGAN.

be checked by scrupul ous and , per-
hap s, mistaken calculation s of the
good or evil by which its exercise
might be followed. But no imagina -
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On the Sentiments of the early  Conti-
nental Reformers respecting Reli »
(j ious Liberty/ .

THE specimen s al rea dy given must
suffi ce of the sentiments of the

Luthe ran school on reli gious libert y.
The opinions held by the Reformers
of Switzer land come next to be con-
sider ed. At the head of these stands
Zuin gliiis, w hose labours were con-
tem pora ry with those of Luther ,
though they acted wholl y indepen-
dentl y of each other. Zuing lius
wrote a treatise on the Office of the
Mag istra te : but thoug h in this work
he assigns to the mag istrate the dut y
of prese rving and protecting th e
Chu rch , and states several thin gs
abo ut punishin g cert ain offenders ca-
pital ly, he never dro ps the least hiut
of his ri ght or duty to put reputed
here tics to death. His language would ,
on the contrary, rather seem to imply
that he considered him not to be in-
vested with the power of the sword
in such cases. " The obedienc e," he
observes , " which is due to mag istrates
should by no means be carried so far,
nor has God committed to them such
power , as that they should rule the
minds and consciences of men.*' *
And again , " God has ordained that
we should be obedient to magistrates ,
who bear the sword committed to
them , in those things which relate to
the inter course of life, to business ,
frien dship and society; but ,"he adds ,
" let not the magistrate punish any
other offence which relates to the
internal consciences of men, for th e
jud gment of these things is in the
hand of God." f

¦- - - ¦ ¦ ' " ' 
> 

¦ - '¦

* "N^qua quam autem ? «a qua? illis (Ma-
gistr at ibus) debet ur obed ientia tam procul
extemU tu r , nee tantu m potestatis i psis
dinn itas coimnissuin est , ut in animas
quoque et conscientias boininum domin en-l% et. imperit ent ." Minus Celsus , uts«Pra , fol .H6; b.

T Deus cnim oportet , nos esse subditos
agistr atu i, qUi gladi um sibi com mis sum

Z ft ' ' 1!V hisce *eb us nimirum qua- vitee
^versatifcnem , comrnei cia, amicitias., so-

r^.^V p<*ue > psam vitam 
han

c corpo -m aifine*», et ad hiu«au<e ju *titire leges,

Zuin glius was succeeded in the
Church of Zurich by Bui linger , a
man of gr eat ta lents , and a zealous
pro moter of the Reformation , Bui-
linge r is thought to have maintained
in some of his earlier works , thartr
err ors in opinion should be wholly
lef t  to the Divine jud gment : but if
this be the case, his ideas at a later
period were very differ ent * €t There
are ," he remarks , " some blasphemies,
so impious and horibl e, that they
canno t even be heard , much less be
tolerated ; some which tend directl y
and openly to the subversion of the
stat e, unless they be suppressed in
time." "' Those , who pe rtinaciousl y
err , who labou r to draw others with
them into error , and to keep them in
thei r mistakes ; blasphemers , dis-
tu rber s, and subverters of the Church ,
may lawfull y be put to death. " *

The opinion expressed by this
writer concerning the fat e of Servetus ,
will both illustrate his sentiments
upon rel igious liberty , and shew the
temper and spirit with which he re-
garded those who dissented from the
popular creed , 4i Servetus ," he writes ,
*'* was ind eed burnt at Geneva , but
not without the advice of the other
Evangelical Churches of the Helvetic
Republic , to the most honourabl e Se-
nate of Genev a, which hail app lied
fofc thei r opinion. For many ages
there have not been seen blasp hemies
so foul, atroc ious, monst rous and abo-
minable again st the Divine Maj esty,
and the purity of the tru e faith , as
this most filth y monster of a man , and
disgraceful wretch , has published in
a printed work , and has impio usly,

et praescri ptuna possunt re fern. 1T " Nee
nil inn aliud facinus persequetu r , quod
iuternam hominis ennscientiam spectat •
liorum enim ju dicia in maim Dei sunt. "
Minus Celsus , fol. 117. a.

* " Stint quoedam acjeo blas phema, impia
et indi g-na ut ne audiri quidein , neduui
ferri possint. Sunt quae rcct ^ et palam
tendant in subversionem Rei pab licse> nisi
in tern pore sopiantur. "

44 Pertinacite r errantes , et alios secum in
errorem abducere , inque erroribus retinere
contendentes , blasp hem i, et perturbatores
imo subveisores ecclesiarum jure cacdi
possunt.  ̂ Vide Bezae, de Haereticis a Civili
Magistrate puniemlis Libel. (8iro. 1554^pp. 265, 266.
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wantonl y and perti naciou sly defend ed
even to his deaths For whate ver he had
for about twenty-five y ears , imbibed
from aU the schools of the Jews and
Turks * whatever also he had collected
from the execrabl e bl asp hemies of
heretics , or from the infernal sinks
and sewers, he has trans fused into his
book , and prese nted as a Circean , or
rather Tartare an , cup to the people
and nations. But all laws, as well
divine as human , of emperors , princes ,
states and peop le in thei r ri ght mind ,
command that blasp hemies shoul d be
pun ished. This, when the most ho-
nourabl e Senat e of Geneva did in vir -
tue of its sacred office, it did what it
ought."*

From Zurich we pro ceed to Ge-
neva ,—wher e the cond uct of Calvin ,
in instituti ng the proceedings against
Servetus , and aiding in bring ing him
to the stak e, leaves no room for doubt
or hesitat ion as to his sentiments con-
cerning religious liberty . The part
which he acted on that occasion he
has not blushed to avow , and has
vindicated and just ified, in an elabo-

>¦, ,. , *,— ¦ .¦ -¦¦ " . , . » . . .  ,. ..,..,..¦.—.—-——i—--¦«..

* It seems im possible to do justice to th e
language of the or iginal in a transl ation .
Let the read er , if he so please, make the
attempt. " Exustus est quidena Generae
M. Serretus , sed non cit ra consiliimi reli-
qnarutn reru mpnblicarum Hel vetica rum
Evangelium profitentium , ad amp lissimum
Geneven sis Senatum petitum. Et imilta
jam secula non vid enint unquam adeo
foedas, atroc es, prodi giosasque et abo-
ut inandas in Dei Majestate m fideique veree
sincentatem blasp hemias , atque spu rcis-
sitnutn hoc h qminis mo us t rum propudi -
utnque libro edito in lucem prof ud it , et in
mortem usqu e imp ie, procaciter ? et perti -
imciter , defendit . Nam quiequid annis
plus minu s 25 hausi t ex omnibus JudiBo -
rum et Turcarum scholia , quiequid i tem
ex omnibus hae retieorum cxecra ml'is bias-
phemiis , cen ex sentinis et cloacis infern a-
libus coHeg-it , hoc totum , transfusum in
detestandii m opus typ is excusum , ceu po-
culum Civceum iinmo Tartareum  ̂ populis
et gentibus prop inavit. Jubent autem
omnes leges divinae pariter et huinante ,
Im peratoium , Pri ncipum , u rbiumque  ̂ et
populorum saniorum de biaspbemiis sumere
supp lieium. Quod cum amp lissimus
Genevepsis Sen^tus fecit, pro pio suo
ttffi cio, quod debuit fecit.'7 B«lling :er, in
pvaef. ad Jos . Simleri Lib. iv. de irt erno
JDei Filio, Item. -Apiid Bock , Hist . An-
titrin. II. 379.

rate treatise , composed expr essly -vvith
this view, * and written in a gpjr^congenial with the deed it att empts
to defend. It would seem that Cal-
vin * on his fi rst joining the Reformers
held more tolerant sentiments to^wards those who differed from him
in thei r religious tenets , than he
avow ed in the latter part of his life.
This appears from a passa ge iu the
fi rst edition of his Insti tute s, which
was after wards suppressed or alter ed;f

* Defensio Orthodox a; Fidei de Sacra
Trinitate , contra prodi ^iosos Error es Mi-
cbaelis Servcti Hispaui , ubi ostenditur
Haeret j cos jure gladii coercen dos esse, et
nominatim de homine hoc tarn imp ie, just e
et merito sumptum Genera e fuisse siip^
plicium. Per J. Cal vin urn . 8vo. 1554.

j- I record this fact on the author ity of
the Answer to Calvin ^ book against Ser-
vetus , which bears the following title :—-u Contra Libellum Calvini in quo osten-
dere conatur Hac reticos jur e gladii coer-
cendos esse." 12m o. 1562. The first
edition of the Institutes was published at
Basil , in 8vo. in 1536. This work was,
however , little more than a rough drau ght
of the treatise. The second edition , con-
siderably enlar ged, was pri nted at Stras -
burg h, in folio, in 1539. It is disputed
among Bibliogra pher s, whether the author
prefixed his nam e to this edition . There
appears to have been a copy in London
bearing his name on the title -page ; but
there was a copy of the same date in the
Library of the Sorbonne at Paris , with the
ficti tious name of " Alcuinus " It would
seem, besides , fro m the dedication to the
London copy, that the name of iMeuinus
had been ori ginally pre fixed to that also, and
that the title -page had bee n cancelled, in
order to insert the name of the auth or. The
dedication begins as follow* :—" Potentis-
simo, Illustrissimoque Monarchal , Mag no
Fiancorum Kegi, Prinei pi ac Domino suo,
Alcvinvs." See Vogtj Catalogu e Histo*
rico-Criticus Librorum Rario runi, &c. p*
162. As these ear l y  editions of Cal vin's
Institutes are .of extreme rar ity, and as
the Answer to his book against Servet us
is also scarc e, I shall tr ansc ribe the paatog ?
referred to in the tex t :

" Qni vero aut nohiscum non conwn-
tiunt in eandem iidera , aut etiam *i con-
fessionem in labri s babe nt, Deum tameii,
quern ore confitentu r, op«rib«» abnegant
(ut quoa videmus in omni vita sceltrutos
ac perditos , peccaniii rolupta te efcrios
mahsque ams iudonniente«) hnjVBmeto
omnes »m» se hrf ttiia produrtt mn esto »rt
oms*n * *ctle$ m mttnbr *. I n hun t n*w

f
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After stating that those who* do not
a^ree with us in faith ought ,only to
fce excominunicatecl , and then be ** left

const itu te snnt excommunicationes , quibus
£ fide lium consorti o abdicarentur atque
expeilerentu r ii, qu i fidem Christi falso
obiendentes, vitac nequi tia , effra jni que pec-
catid i licen tia nihil aliud sunt quam scan-
dala ecclesiae 5 ideoque indi g-ni qui Chri sti
jiomi ne g-lorient u r. Primuin ne cum Dei
contuo ielia inte r Christianos nominentur ,
ac si sanct a ejus ecclesia foret maleficorot n
6t publ ica impr oborum hominum conj u-
ra tio. Deinde ne frequenti consuetudine
alios corrumpa nt perver sae vitae exemplo.
Postre mo ut eos ipsos pndore confusos
sn2e turp itudinis pcenite re inci piat , ac ex
ca pcenilentia resi piscere tandem discant.
Tales quidem ju dica re passumus pro tem -
pore ab ecclesia alienos , quan tum cernere
datur , ae seeundum earn quam disjmus
noticin g reg*ulam. Veru m ne sic quidem
desperand i a nobis sunt , quas i extra ma-
num Dei abjecti , ac omiiino nephas quslm-
piatoexpung*ere ex e)ectorum numero , ant
despera te quasi jam perditum , nisi quos
certa constet verbo Dei jam dam nato s, ut
si qn is data opera ac destinata roaiitia
vcritate m op pug*net , ut opp rimat Bran ge-
lium > et no men Dei extinguat , et Spirtui
Sancto resist at , De iis enim jam ore Dei
pr onunciatuni est , cum dixit , non remitti
peccatutn in Spi ritum Sanctum , neque in
hoc seculo neque in future Quod raro
adeo a nobis senti ri potest (si unqua m
tamen pofest) ut sanioris sit consilii ex-
pectare diem re ^elat ionis, nee temere ju -
(iicio Dei praeire : plus licentias ne nobis
in judic ando arro gemus, nisi volumus Dei
vir tutem linvitare , ac mise ricordiae ejus
legem dicer e, cui quoti es visum est, pes-
simi in opt imos muta ntur ^ al ieni inseruiit ur ,
extra nei cooptant ur in ecclesia, ut sic
homi num op iuionem eludat , et temeritat« <rn
retund at , ne sibi judi candi jus supra quara
decct usur pare audeant . Dan da potius
opera , nt mutuo ^candore alter de altero
qiiam poteri t optime fieri sentiam us ; alii
ahormn facta et dicta vicissiin in optimam
parte m acci piamus , non , ut susp icaces so-
letity obliqn ^ ac sinistre tor queamus . Quod
81 q;ui ita perve rsi sunt ut de se bene
senth e non pe rmitt ant , eos tamen in ma-ttu m Dei committamus , bonitatique ejus
etwmnendei iius, melior a de his spera ntes,pacem et char itat em alamus , nee stolidemumpent es in secretiora Dei judicia. er-wum tenebrw nos invol vamus. Et nt^»icoTerbo ab sol vain, non personam ipsam,W in manu atqu e arbitrio Dei est in™»Uem abdicetnus, sed tan twin qualia

™ cujus que opera sestimemui ex legeei> q[uae boni et mali tegul * e$t. In fcunc

in the han ds of God, and commended
to his goodness/' he adds , «* not are
those persons alone to be thus tre ated ;
but Turita also, aiid Saracens, and
other enemies of tru e reli gion ; so far
are those methods from being to be
appro ved, by which men have hithert o
attem pted to brin g them over to thei r
faith , while they hav e denied them
water and fire, and the common ele-
ment s ; have withh eld from them all
the offices of human ity, and perse-
cuted them with the sword ."

The language he employs, in his
Treat ise on the Punishment of Here-
tics, is, however , very differen t A
summar y of the sentiments maintained
in that work , which sets out with
explicitl y denying the right of private
jud gment in religion ,, is comprised
in the following passage :—u We
know that there are th ree degrees of
erro rs : some we allow ought to be
pardoned ; for others , moderate chas-
tisement should suffice, so that only
open impiety ought to be punish ed
with death . Paul repeatedl y exhorts
believers to bear with one anoth er,
although there may be some disa-
greement among them ; tha t is, if any
trifling superstition or weakness have
taken hold of the mind of simple per -
sons, they are to endeavour to corr ect

sensum accipiendae sun t excomtn uiiica-
tiones , non quibus dejieiantur ex spe
salutis , qui cora m liomiuibus abdi caatur
ex ecclesiae grege , std ut in viam redeant ,
quemadmodum Paul us scribit se tra didisse
hotnine m Sathan ae in i ute ri turn earnis ,, ut
spiritus salvus ficiet in diem Domini , hoc
est, (ut eg-o quidem interpretor ,) corije eisse
in damnationem temporariain , ut in aeter-
nuin saivus £eret. Itaque tame tsi fami-
liari us versari aut interiorei xi consuetudinem
babere cum excommumcatis per ecclesi-
asticaai disci pH nam non liceat , ,  debemus
tamen contendere quibu$ possumus naodis
sive exhortatione ac doctrina , sive cle-
ipentia ac inansoetudine , sive nostris ad
Deum precibu s, ut ad meliorem fro^em
conversi in societatem ae unitatem ecclesiae
seae re«i piant . Neque ii modd sic tra c-
tandi sunt ) sed Turcce qnoque ac Sarac ent7
catteriquc veras religionis hoste ^ tant um
abes t ut proban dte sunt rationes ouibms eos
ad J idern nostra m adig ere ha ctenus moliti
sunt } dum aqua et ignet communikusquc
elementis Hits interdicun t9 cum otnnia H its
humariitatia officia denegant> cum/erro :et
arm is jperseq uuntur .'* . '
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it with patience , rath er than be eager
to pu nish it with violence. As to the
second kind of error , althoug h it de-
serves chastisement , it is to be treated
nevertheless with moderate severi ty :
only that care must be taken that the
wickedness and contuniac y of those
who are endeavouring to break the
tmity of faith , be not increase d by
indulgence. But when reli gion is
overthrown at its foundation , when
detestable blasphemies against God
are promu lgated , and souls are hur-
ried to perdition by imp ious and pes-
tilent tenets , and when a defection
from the one God and his pure doc-
trine is openl y atte mpted , it becomes
necessar y to recur to that extrem e
remed y, lest the deadl y poison should
spread further. " * Quotations need
not be mult ipl ied to shew what were
Calvin 's ideas on this subject. Indeed ,
to detail them at length , with the
reasons by which they are supported ,
were to transcri be the greater part of
this " Gol den book ," as Beza has
designated it. Here then we shall
leave him, and proceed to notice his
friend Beza, who has stood forward ,
with a kindred spirit , as his defender
and eulog ist .

Beza's sentiments are to be seen in
man y incidental observations in his
different publications , but princi pal ly
in a letter which he addr essed to
Dudith , and in his celebrated book

? u Scimus enim tres esse errorum gra -
dus : et quibusdam fatem ur dandatn esse
veniam , aliis modicatn castigationem suffi-
cere, ut tan turn mani fest a impietas cap ital i
supp licio plecta tur. Fidele s saepiti s Pau-
Jus hortatur ut se invicem tolerent , quam -
vis ali qua sit inte r eos dissentio : nempe ,
siqua levis superstitio et inscitia simp li-
eium mentes ocenpat , tit earn patienti a
corri gere potius studiant quam intenipe -
rante r ad vindictana efferveant. Secundum
crroruni genus etsi casti gation em meretu r,
mediocris tamen adhioenda est severi tas :
tantum ne indul gentia altLtur e.orum im-
probitas et contumacia qui fidei uni tatem
scindeie cuper ent. Sed ubi a suis fnnda -
mentis convelhtur reh gio, deteslandie in
Deirm blasphemise perferu ntu r , imp iis et
pestiferis dogm&tilms inex itium rap iuutur
animae , deni que ubi pal am defectio ab
itnico Deoj puraque ejus doctrina tenta tu r5
ad extremum illtid remedium descendere
necesse est , ne morta le venenum long'ins
ser pat ," Calvini Defensio Orthod , Fidei ,
Ste. 8vo. lf»54. n. 31.

on the ri ght of the Civil Magist rateto punish Heretics ,* a tit le which hasbeen aptl y parap hrased " The right
of the Civil Mag istra te to be the
Church' s or the Presbytery 's Ha ng-
man ." In 7the former work , adver t-
ing to a rem ark of Dudith' s that Beza
and the Protestan ts contended tha t
liberty of conscience should be al-
lowed , he thus rep lies : " By no
means , as this liberty is unde rsto od
that is, that every man may worship
God as he pleases. For it is a mere
dogma of devils that any person should ,
if he wishes , perish. Pastor s, ther e-
fore, should not onl y, as far as lies in
thei r power , prev ent their sheep from
perishing , but should also ad monish
and chastise them , and at last , if
necessar y, after other remedies have
been tried in vain , drive them fro m
the rest of the flock." " That is a
diabolical liberty which at thi s day
fills Poland and Transy lvania with so
many plagues , which no other region
under the sun would tolerate. " f But
his ideas are developed more at lar ge
in the latter publ ication , wherei n he
full y explains the polic y he would
recommend and pursue as the sub-
stitute of that ** diabolical liberty " of
conscience which was so much the
object of his abhorrence. It must
suffice at present to say of it , without
citing the author 's words , that he
argues at great length , and with much
bitte rne ss of language, that heret ics
may law full y be put to death , by the
civi l magistrate , and he refers to the
cases of Gentilis and Servetu s as in-

* De Haeretieis a Civil i Mag istra te
puniendis Libellus, ad versu s Marti ni Bellii
Farrag inem , et novorum Aeademicorum
Sectam. Theodoro Beza Vezelio auctor e.
Oliva Roberti Ste phani. 1554 . 8vo.

f " Jactabiinusne libertatei n conscien-
tiis pernnttendam esse ? M inim e, ut bac c
quidem liber tas intelli gitur , id est , ut qua
quisque inodo volet Deum eolat . Est
enim boc mere diab olicu m dogma, sinen-
dum esse unumqu einqu e ut si volet pereat.
Itac|ue nee pasto res ovem pat ientu r per i re ,
quantum in se erit , sed monebun t , cor n-
pient , ac tandem si opus fueri t, caetens
frustr a tentat is remedii s u t ^ liquo grege
repellent. 7 ' " Et ilia est diab olica libert as,
qua5 Poloniam et Transy lvan iam bodie tot
pesti bus implevit , qua s nulte aHoqm sub
sole regiones tolerarcnt ,"
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stances of th e jus t exercise of this
auth or ity .

VVe have now to state the senti -
ments of the thi rd class of Reformers ,
whose opinion s it was propo sed to
consider—those of the Establishe d
Chu rch of Holland. A few words
will suff ice on this head , as these di-
vines, afte r th e examp le of Baldwin
at Wittemb erg , have embodied their
thoughts on the subject of reli gious
liber ty in an academical the sis, pr o-
posed, by autho rity, to be discussed
in the theolog ical schools. This cu-
rious docum ent they have intit qled
« A Disputation concerning lawful
Homicide. " *' In order / ' they say ,
44 that it may the bet ter appea r what
id olate r, heretic , and blasphemer is to
be adju dged worth y of death , we will
give a defini tion of each ." Accord -
ing ly they proc eed as follows : " The
idolater is deser ving of capital pu-
nishm ent who, disregarding admoni-
tion , openly, designed ly, and obsti-
nately , so as to disturb the church
and seduce others , substitu tes some
ideal object for the one true God , or
joining some creature to him , as his
companion , worshi ps it with the one
God , or who honours the true God
alone, but not in th at lawfu l *nanner
prescri bed in the Sacre d Writin gs.
The heretic is he who, separating
himself from the church of which he
had before, by an outward profe ssion ,
decla red himself to be a member ,
maintains an error wh ich is opposed
to the foundat ions of faith , and to the
pro phetical and apostolical doctrine
delivered in th e Scri ptures , and from
which , thoug h often and pro per ly
admonished , and convinced from the
word of God , both publicl y and in
private , he refuses to desist ; who will
not acknowledge the truth revealed
in the writin gs of the apostles and
pro phet s, but rath er with invincibl e
and pert inacious impiety rej ects it,
str ives to wound the pea ce and har-
mony of the chur ch, and opening the
school of his perfid y, both in publicand in priv ate , endeav ours , as far asJl e is abl e, by his writi ngs and
speeches, to int rodu ce the faction and
gangrene of his pest iferous doctrines
• f k thu church > or to cherish it after

«%u n iut rodu ced by others.A he blasphemer is he who pub-
n:J : ^!

th 
delibera te purpos e, o-bati-atcl* ^regard ing admonition , either

slandero usl y and cohtumelio usly utiers
someth ing unbe coming concerning
the tru e God , att ributing to him that
which does not comport with him,
taki ng away that which does pertain
to him, and transfe rring to a creature
th at which belongs to God alone ;
or else by an imp ious act impedes and
tram ples upon tru e divine worshi p, or
endeavo urs to impede and tr ample
upon it. Whoeve r," they add , " is
found guilty of eithe r of these crinie s,
as they ar e here stated , ought to be
punished with death by the magis-
trate. " *

* Disputatio de Homicidio legitimo—
ad disputanduin prop osita in Colleg i©
Theologico. Illustriss imis D. D. Ordinum
Holland iee et West pbrisias , Anno 1602.

§ vi i. u Quo aut em in eli us constet quis-
nara morte dignus Idololatra , Haereticus ,
Biasphcnius sit judieandus , singuloru m
definitumein proponemns } deinde , qui tales
reperiuntn r qua les descri ptio exigit, eos
occidendos esse, ratio nibus ex jure divino
liuinanoq ue ex saniorum hominnm testimo*
mo petitis probabimus ,"

§ viii. <* Capitali supp licio di gnvs Idnio -
latra est, qu i pal am , data opera , negleetis
adtnonitionib us , obstin at e ut tuvbet Eccle-
siatn ? et al ios seduca t , vice unius veri Dei
fictum ali quem habueri t, aut pr-seter unum
ilium , creat uramaii qnam ipsi quasi socium
adjun «fens coluerit , aut deni que verum ,
quidem Deum solum , sed non Je g-itimo in
sacris literis p raescri pto modo , honora ver it.
Hereticus est, qui ab ecclesia, cujus se
membrum externa professione an tea de-
claraverit , sei pse separans , erroiem funda-
uientis fidei , et Pro pheticae Apostolicseque
d octnn se in Scriptur is traditae ad versan-
tem tu etur , de quo tamen saepe et rite ad-
monitus convictusque ex verbo Dei 7 tarn
publice qua in pri vati m contemtis admo ni-
tionibus non vult desiste re , nee veritat eiu
in scri ptis A postolorum et Pro phetarum -
revelatam agnoscere : sed potius invieta et
pertinac i imp ietate ei resistens , ecclesiae
pacem et concord iatn lacerare contendit ,
suaeque perfidiae ludnm publice et pri va-
tim aperien s, pesti feri dogmatis factionem
et g*angTsenam scri ptis conscionibus que
suis , quantum in se est- vel in ecclesiam
Dei invehere , vel ab ahis inrectanri fovere ,
Blasp hemus est , qui pub lic^, deliberato
animo , neglectisadnionitionibus , pjrae fracte ,
vel maledica ling'u a, contumeli ose de Deo
vero, Indi anmn qui pp iam effutit , turn tri -
buendo ei quod ipsi non com pet it , turn
ad un ciido quod ei propri ti m est, turn trans -
ferendo in cieaturam quod est Dei solius ,
vel facto iin pio cultum divinum verum
i/npedit , conculeat , aut impedire et con -
culcare e#natur "
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The classes which have been enu-
merated comprise the th ree great
divisions of Reformers who retaine d,
among other relics of Popery, the
doctrin e of the Trinity. It would
have been easy to swell the extracts
with passage s from the works of other
eminent persons of these schools,
especiall y from those of Brentius ,
Museulus , Wolfgang Gap ito, Bucer
and Peter Martyr , who all concurred
in the sentim ents which hav e been
quoted , so far at least as to admit that
the civil mag ist rate might law fully
coerce and punish reputed heretics
and blasp hemers , who publicl y pro-
fessed and taug ht their opinions . But
the limits of this essay will not allow
of qu otations fro m t heir writings , and
they are unnecessary, in such a bri ef
summary, to illustrate the subject .

A compend ium of the sentiments of
the earl y Reformers respec ting reli-
gious liberty would, however , be de-
fective without including the opinions
which were held and acted upon by
some of the Antitrinitarians of the
same period. The persecuti on of
Francis David in Transy lvan ia, re-
quir es tha t some notice should be
taken of Blandr ata and Faustus Soci-
nus , who are connected with tha t
disgraceful t ransa ction , either as insti-
gato rs or abettors. Of Bland rat a it
will be suffi cient to stat e, that the
whole of the proceed ings against
David had his approbation , and w ere ,
most probabl y, planned and conduct ed
by him. That Socinus countenan ced
the prosecution , so far at least as re-
lated to the deposition and imprison-
ment of the venerabl e superintenda n t,
must be receiyed as matter of auth en-
tic histo ry .* It is further .evident ^
that in doing this he acted in con-
formity with his princi ples, it being
his declared opinion , that , in certai n
cases, men might lawfull y be re-
str ained by the civil power. Wr iting

* For a detailed account of the pro-
ceedings relative to Fra nci s David , the
reader is referred to Dr. Thomas Rees^s
Historical Introduction to his Translation
of the Racov ian Catechism , pp. xhr . &c.
The conduct of Socinus , ia this persecu -
tion , has been conside red , and tlie char ges
preferred against him, have been stat ed
and examined , by tlie write r of the present
essay, rn the Nonconfor mist, No. V, Mon .
Repos, XIII. 382, &c

to Ma rtift V adovitz , 9 profe ssor in tltfeAcadem y of Cracow , and alludi ng tosome persecution he had experienced
he thus expresses himself:_« gu£you will ask, Wh y do you affir m , that
althou gh you Were an Here siarch, and
an obst inate one, you ought not to
hav e been treated with th is great se-
verit y ? I answer , becau se when
there is a freedom from sediti on, and
the pursuit of self-inter est, th en the
Heresiarch does not labou r under a
fault of the will, but of the under-
standing . Therefore , a$ we restr ain ,
and , if it be necessary, confine in
chai ns, mad and frantic persons who
would otherwise be injur ious to
others , and at the same time greatly
pit}' them 5 so an Heresia vch of this
sort ought not to be treated with the
utmost severit y* but should meet with
pity : and the dul y thing to be re-
garde d is, to hinder his endeav ours to
propagat e his doctrine , and if it eannof
be otherwise doh fc, by chai ns and a
prison/ * *

The preceding statements af£ taken
from the writin gs and conduct of
persons of the fi rst celebrity in thei r
respective communions , and may be
regarded as the standard of opinio n
on the subjec t of religious liberty in
the several count ries in which they
resided . It must ribt be concluded ,
however , that these views were held
universal ly among the friends and
promoters of the Reformation. Ther e
is abu ndant evidence to prove tha t
sent iments far mor e just and libera l
were embraced and avowed in the
same period , by persons of distin-
guished learning and character. This
may fairl y be inferred from the gene-
ral feeling of disapprobation which
the pro ceedings against Servetus ex-
cited throug hout Europe , and the
necessity under which Calvin and his
associates found themsel ves of enter-
ing upon an elaborate defence of their
conduct. But , in additio n to this, it-
is to be observed , that sever al very
able works appeare d shor tl y after this
at rocious murder , repr obating the
whole transaction in ' the st rongest
terms , and maintaining the most en-
larged princi ples of rel igious freedom.
In the number of these may be first

* ToulmiiTs l if e  of, Soctniifl, pf> - 1<M,
105. Scrcini Opera, I. 476, b.
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mentioned the work , purp ortin g to be
the compilation of Martin Belhu s, to
which Beza's trea tise is profe ssedly
an answer > a work , of which it may
be conjecture d, from his manner of
speak ing of him , that Beza kuew the
au thor . * Anoth er work appeared,
an onymousl y, about the same period ,
under the title of " An Answer to
Cal vin 's Book , in vyhich he endea -
vours to shew that H eretics may be
lawfully P ut to Death. " t The

* « Be Hae relicis, an sint persequend i,
fit omnino qu o raodo sit cum eis agendun j ,
doctoru m Vi rorum turn veteru m, turn re-
centiorum Sente ntise. Liber hoc tarn tur-
bulento temp ore pernecessari us, et cum
omni bus , turn potissiinum Princi pibus et
Mag istral bus utili ssimus , ad discendum ,
quodnarc i sit eorum in re tain controve rsa ,
tainque pericnlosa officium. " Magdeburg i,
1&54. The conten ts me, " 1. Martini Bellii
pncfacio , in qua quid sit bsereticu s, et
quid nam cum eo agen dum sit, demon-
stratur . 2. Aretii Cathari sentent ia , in
qua apert£ ostemdtfur haeir eticorum punit i-
onem ad magi stratu m non pertinere . 3.
Joanujs Witting ti de Anaba ptistis , et cse-
te ris qui haeietici habentur sententia , quse
idem docet. 4. Aliorum Aut liorum , turn
vcterum , turn lecentwru m eadem de re
senten t ise. 5. Basilii Montf or tii refu tatio
eorum, quse pro persecutione dici solent

Bock (Hist. Antitii n. Vol . II. p. 639)
stat es that Beza, in his Life of Calvin , at-
tr ibutes it to Lae lius Socinus ; but on re-
ferrin g- to that work it will be seen that
he expres sly ascribes it to Castalio. His
words are , " Celuy-ci (Sebastien Chas-
ti llon) qui auoit tousiours teuu de Ja
perfecti on Anaba ptisti que mais sec re te -
itient et entre les siens, ne foisant au
surplus difflculte de s? accommoder a ^ha-
cun , estant aussi grandement irri te de fa
mor t de Serti et , se descou u ri t ouuertment ,
premi ere meute n vn liure qu ' il fit i mprimer
on Lati n et en Fran cois, sous vn faux nom
de Marti n Bel l ie : anx erreurs et blas-
phemes duquel ie respond i iors ." " L'His-
toire dc la Vie et Mor t de feu Mr. J ean
^alvm, &c. Par Theodore de Beza . A
Geneve, 1663.̂  12mo, p. 79.

t c Cont ra libellum Caiv ^ ini in quoostendere conatur Haercticos jure GJadii

^
r«*«H*<MP «8se." The first edition of thiswy scarce work was pri nted in 1554. It

7* wpnn ted in Holland in 1612, accord -
1662° r Ĵ *"1 

ac
^ldi «ff to Vo^> ^

ha« " i i w <ll"ere»"ce respect ing the datemm probabl y been occasioned by the man -
whio5!^

1<511 lt is 
Pr int e<l on tlie^title page,2;\:: i* w°«*-*DUBxu i l\

I *** this be read 1562 ? Sandius

vi^riter\ ^ plan is first to give Calvin's
own word {s, dividin g bis work into
section s, aiid then to answe r these
section s, seriatim. At the end ar e
app ended some smalle r pieces relating
to the sam e subject. This Hs a very
maste rl y per formance. It has been
ascrib ed severall y to Castalio and
Laelius Socinus. The internal evi-
dence appears decisive against the
former conjecture : the latter is most
probabl y corr ect * After th is ap-
peared an elaborate and able treatise
again st the cap ital pun ishment of
here tics, which has also been attri -
buted to both Castalio and Lselius
Socinus ,. but which bears on the title
page the name of the real autho r*Minus Celsus, a native of Sienna , and
one of the earl y Italian Antit rinita ^
rians. f

(Biblio .-Antitrin. p. 20) calls this " a dia-
logue between Calvin and Vati canns. "
But this is not correct. It assumes the
dialogue form to the eye, fro m the ex-
tracts from Cal vin 's book , having ius
name prefixed to them , and the answers to
them bein g- head ed " Yaticanus ." This
work is referred to by Moshei m, in bis Life
of Servetus , und er the following* tide :
" Dissertatio , qua disptitat ar quo ju re quove
fru ctu Haeretici sunt coerce ndi Gladi o vel
J gne, vel Dialogus inte r Calvinam et Vat it
canura. " Vog-t? ut supra , p. 164 .

*, Bock , followi ng Mosheim , declare *himself of opinion that it was written by
neither Castalio nov L, Socinus. Hist .
Antitrin . Vol. II. p. 639.

•f In Hsereticiscoercen dis qua ten us pro.
g-redi liceat : Mini Celsi Senensis Disputa -
t io. Ub\ non unatim eos ultimo supp licio
aflici non debere apert ^ detnotistramt .
Christlin gse, 1577. This work afterwards
appeare d under the following t itle : Mini
Celsi Senensis , de Baereticis Cap itali Su'pT
plicio non arnciendis. Adjunct ^ sunt
ej usdein A rgumenti Theodori Bezse et An-
dreae I>uditii Epistolae duse contrariae , &c.
1584. The extracts from tbis work given
in the preceding pages , are transcribed
from tbis edition which is the onl y one tn
niy possession. There is a copy of the
first edition in the British Museum. On
collatin g the two editions I perceive that
the bod y op tbe work , as far as the sig-
nature hy or p. 224, is identical l y the
same in both , havin g the same ty pogra -
phica l errata. The only part of the ori -
ginal work that appea rs to have been
actual ly reprinted is that coinpi ised in pp.
224—230.. To the second edition are
add ed the letters of IJ ejca and Duditb , and
tbe ori ginal preface has been exchanged
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Tti oiigt* taustu s Socinus haws ex-
pressed himself as averse to unre-
strained Christi an freedo m, thfe tJni-
tarians of that period are not to be
considered as equalIv narrow in their
sentiments. It would be no difficult
tasP ; to prod uce passages frohi their
^riiin gs which breathe a spirit of
iifeerality worth y of the cause in which
tqey stood forward so honoil fabl y as
advocates and confessors . * But ek-
clffsiyel y of incidental expressions
wliich lie scattered id their publi ca-
tions, there exist two work s in which
the subject is professedly treated , ahel
in which their sentiments are ful ly
-explained and openly asser ted. , The
~fi rirlt , in ord er of time, is a tr act , inti-
tuled VindiciiB pro Reltgionis lAbertdte9
bearin g on the title the nam e of Juntas
Brutus , but which was reall y writ ten
by John Crellius. t The immediate
obfect of the auth or is to shew that
the Catho lic government might safely
gtan t full liberty of worship to the
UtHt&rtans as long as they conduc ted
therrisel ves peaceabl y. The work ifcas
writte n ifr con sequence of the attem pts
that were makin g by the Catholics of
i^bland to subject the tin itarians in
tha t countr y to some severe restric tive
measu res. The other is an anon ymous

._ \ . _  ^..-...¦
'
- . ,? r

. . i 
' ¦-

for a dedicatory epistle from u Valens
Titus Ligius* y to " Chiisto pliorus Oui pius
Saxonus. "

•SchelhOr n seems now to be considere d
as hayi ng set the question to rest concern -
ing tlie author of tliis book. la his
" Arii aenitat es Lite rari a> " Vol. VII. p. 86,
he ascribes it to Minus Celsus , whom he
shews to have been a person of some note
ift Ital y among the literati of his time. See
af so Vogt, p. IS*; Bock ? Vol . II. p. 641^Xeitner 's Notes to Ruarus 's Epistles, p.
186.

* See particular l y the admi rable preface
of A. Wissowa ti ns, J. Stegrna p, to the
Itacoviau Catechism , on cc The Libert y of
Pro phes3r ing. >> RcesTs Hacovian Cat echism ,
pp. iccv. &c. .

t Bock , Vol . I . p. 149. " th at Crel -
l ius was the author of tli is wor k (which
som e hare doubted) is prov ed »y tlh e
MS. acts of the Synod , held at feacof in
1635, whea it was ordered that Ruar xis
*>rioii ld take meas ure s to have Cr ellius's
book on the Maintenance of Peace and
fou th towards Heretics (which is cert ain ty
the same work ) pr inted in other countrie s."
It is inse rted in J the folio edition of the
col letted work s of Crpj lius , in tlie bit)-
tiotU - Frat. Poion. Vol . III . p. 521.

piece cdmposfed by Sbtiltetit ihfei^ afea
intituled Apologia prb Veriim h<wsal 'a. It ivas addressed ** to the SrHteof ttolknd and West Frlsia " \n ££
sequence of a decree passfed by th eihagainst the UnitaHanis , in September
165S, vand the applicatio ns of thfeecclesiastical aut horities to the m^gistt-ates to enact against theta h^lof still greater severit y. * In bbththfese t racts thfe fullest libfe rt y of ton-
science is cohtended ifor by thfe illus-
trious autho rs .

From the representati ons which
hav e now been made , & tolerabl y cor-
rfect estiifnat e iriay be forced of the
sentimen ihs of the ea irl y Conti nenta l
Reformers on the subje ct of Reli gious
Liberty. It is painfu l to obser ve that
so man y of those eminent perso n^
^ho have so well mer ited the ap-
pl&usie of mankind by thei r honourabl e
and successful stand again st the ty-
taumcal usurpations of the Chu rch of
Rome, should have admitt ed hi to
their fhihds princi ples so hostile to
the ju st rights of conscience, and so
inconsiste nt with thfe conduct they
had themselves pursued . In forming
our estimat e of their character , it is,
howe ver, but fair to grant them the
full benefi t of that equitable law,
which requires that men should be
jud ged by the princi ples of their
ti mes. Great allowance ought, rio
doubt , to be tti ade fot tile eifedm-
stance s iii which they were pkcefd ,
and the difficulties they had to en-
counter , ft would, perha ps, be ex-
pecting too much from human nature
were we to look for the most correc t
and enla rged sentiments on reli gion^
freed om from per sons who had been
nursed in the cradle of intole rance ,
and accusto fiied to bend th eir miflck
with implicit submission to the WH
of their spiritual superior s. Bat the
lar gest concessions Vv hich j ustice and
ckhdou r can demand for thefi i \ViH not
go the full length of their ju stification
in th e intoler ant and persecuting mea-
sures to whi ch they too frequently
resorted . Least of all will it allow
that the bitter animosity , the cool,
stead y ririd relentless spiri t of venge-
ance, with which , in some insta tes,
they pursue d meti , for a mere differ-
ence of ojp inion, to the block aria the
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stake, should be passed over , in any
Lr e, with out reprehe nsion.

Let it be conside red, however , tha t
wha tever apology thei r circumst ances
mav plead for the narr ow views of
religious liber ty ehte rtained by the
ear ly Reform ers, and the persecutions
f a t a  which th ei r princ iples betray ed
tf ostn , QQ excuse of a similar kind cqti
justify or even paj liate the same prin-
ciples and cond uct in the presen t age.
I'hapJ f s to the ameliora tin g influence
of Chr istianity , which has been silentl y
and gr adu ally, but , at the §ame time,
flffectuaJJ y improvin g" the h uman heart ,
and correc ting the institutio ns of civil
society, it is now no longer a question
to be argu ed, at least among Prot es-
tant s, whether it be lawfu l to pat
reputed here tic? to death. JUet it be
hpped that t j re time is not far distant
wh en it wil l also be deemed absurd
and monstrous * a gross vicjation of
Chris tian freedoms, and of Jji e r ights
pf humat * nature , to subject uaeu £9
any degree of inconvenience and £#f-
feriog,to civil disabilities and penal ties,
for the opinions th ey, m^y copscieij ti -
ously hold on the subject of rel i gion.

It may be remarked, in conclusion,
th ^t th e fir st and fata } £rro r of the
earl y Reformers, and the cause of ail
tfr eir subsequent mistakes .concern ing
reli gious libert y, yvas to ^lly reli gion
w ith the state^ ĵri d call jn the aid of
the civil magist rat e to maintai n thei r
creqd (ind worship. This should ope-
rate as q. war iun g and admonitio n to
afte r times. For it in not too much
to say, that perfec t ^reed pm, which is
every ^an 's birthri ght , will in vnin
be hoped for until rel igion shal l J iave
been repu diated from her unhol y
union with political authorit y ; until
she sihal l be per mitted to sta^d ^ad to
n\h inctepencjent and alone ; swaying
her mild scept re with all her nati ve
gWe and beni gnity, insp iring everybreast with love, and diffusing ground
universal ha rp ipny and peace»

§stabJi shed for th§ circulat ion pf
Books, it is s^id, th ^t iti tj if? 9rig)B^forma tion of th  ̂ Society thp vyordt
** idolatro us" occasioned considerable
discussion. The adoption of it, ac-
cprd ing to th$ statem ent of th^wri te*v who rep resents himself as tjip
orig inator of the Society, " post the
Society several of its most respec table
members, and particularl y the whole
Jbpdy'qf Unitarians then existing in
the Univer sity of Ca mbrid ge, amongst
whom were Mr. Jones , the lat e cele-
brat ed tutor of Trinit y , and Mr.
Tyrwhitt , of Jesus College/ ' Mr.
Jones had been my pri vate tu tor , and
we ever after lived on most intim ate
ter ms of friendshi p, of which a public
testimo nial was given in the Univer -
sity , and it will never be erased from
my mind. In a similar ma nner I was
connected wit h Mr. Tyrwhitt , with
whom 1 was parti cularl y intimate for
the greater part of the time that I
was a resident member of Jesus Col-
lege, and afterwar ds our intercourse
was kept up by letter and occasional
visits to the University. I might add
h ere that his frien dshi p to me wsy»
marked at his death by the kind no-
tice tak en of me in his will.

I remem ber perfec tly well our se-
cession from the Unitarian Society for
the distri bution of Books, and I can
confident l y state that my two friepds
a bove-men tioned and myself left it on
other grounds besides those stated
in your Repository . I have not be-
fore me th e prospectus which w^s
then in our hand s, but I recollect thus
much , that it did not agree with tfre
views which , we entertai ned of oi|r
Saviou r 's characte r. We certainly
did abject to the term idolatrous, not
only because wfe thoug ht it not a
proper term to be used , when it is
strictl y anal y zed, but also because it
was an offensive term , and introdu ced
withou t any necessity.

M r, Tyr whitt reta ined the same
opiniofi to his de^tb , and 1 ha,ve n$t
altered mine. In sqme qf your J>r$-
ceding Kun ^fyers I ha ve giyPn HOJT
reasons for differing from Mr . I^elshjuri
in his definition of Unitaria ns : ^q^>
acco rd ing to his descri ptiou of them*M r. Tyr whitt and myself are equall y
excluded froiqa belong ing to that body.
Indeed, Mr. Tyr whitt would have
e^pr^sed hinisdf wi^h gome degree
<$ WP^Di 4 &<$*m %e IBPJV'
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Unitarian in the true sense of the
word ; the dogma s of Mr. Belsha m an-
nexed to it were supposed to be part
of his creed.

Mr. Belsham has certainl y a ri ght
to use word s in what sense he pleases ;
but it does not follow, that the sense
he chooses to give it is the true sense
of the word . He may say, if he
pleases, that he is an Unitarian , and
nobod y else is an Unit arian but who
believes according to his standard of
faith . That rn av be the law for those
within his pal e :

Illa, se jactet in aula
JEolus .
There is and will be, I am per -

suaded , a bod y of Unitarians , how-
ever smal l, who will be content ed
with the short creed given, by our
Master: " This is life ete rnal to know
thee, the only true God , and Jes us
Christ whom thou hast sent :" and to
all who hold this faith they will be
happy in holding out the ri ght hand
of fellowship, thou gh they may enter-
tain very different opinions on certai n
points , which Mr. Belsham lays down
as essential to Unitarianism. In this
smal l number I profe ss to be.

W, FREND.

ship; and that Jesus Christ was the ttfoaeminent of those messengers which he v
emp loyed to reveal his will to mankindpossessing extraordinary powers similajto those received hy other prophets hut ia much higher degree.' "

On this Notice I have only to ob-serve , that th e Resol ution at Ilminster
was expressed more loosely, to includeUnitarian s of every description ; andthat it was directed to be insert ed inthe Catalo gues  ̂ and I think in theMonthly

 ̂
Repositor y -, but that theabov e Notice was sent when thewriter was from home, and he had nodocument to refer to.

To explain the shar e which I took
in the pro posed alterati on , I must beindul ged in a retros pective detail.

About the time when the W. U.S.was to be held in Exeter , (1811,
when Mr. Kentish delivered his ex-
cellent discours e on the Connection
between the Simp licity of the Gcspe l ,
and the Lead ing Doctrine s of the Pro*
testant Cause,} its exclusiv e consti tu-
tion for med the subject of discussidn.
Some, who on the ground of Chri stian
duty united jvith us in the Exclusive
Worshi p of God even the Fat her , and
in the close bonds of Christian com-
mun ion , and were very solicitous to
promote, and to see promoted , the
great princi ples which sepa rate the
Unitaria n from the worship and com-
munion of every other bod y of Chris-
tions , felt painfull y that the limiting
restriction of our Preamble preveuted
them from u niting wit h us in our
exertions ; which , but for that pro-
fession or test , they could conscien-
tiousl y have done, I represented tha t
the expression respecting the person
of Christ was word ed so genera lly,
th at some who did not believe in the
Simple Humanit y, had felt them selves
at liber ty to join us. The answer
was, If the expression is not designed
to exclude the believer in the Pr e-
^xistence , why not make it less defi -
nite ? I was myself sati sfied that by
the original constit ution of the So-
ciety, it was so designed ; but I saw
no reas on wh y it should be so limited,
as to exclude those whom Mr. Bel-
sham himself allowed to be Unita rians.
And if it could not be so far alter ed,
my own wish was, that it should be
made more defi nite. . ,

On conferrin g with the two f ricri *
whose opinions were likely to decw*

••• v^rilHIfl ^̂ ^ B^̂ ^̂ ^̂ MM

Bristol,
Sin, December ^, 1819.

MR. BELSHAM 'S communica
tion , respecting tji e proceed

mgs at the last annual meeting of the
Western Unitarian Society* appears to
me to require some notice on the part
pf those who supported the alteratio n
to which he refers.

As a part of my case, I must beg
you to insert the Notice which was
given of the approaching Meet ing in
your Number for June [p. 396],

u Agreeabl y to the resolutions of the
General Meeting- of 1818, it will be re-
ferred to the ensuing1 Meeting", to consider
the propriety of alteiing that part of the
Preamble which relates to the doctrinal
principles on winch the Society is founded ,
so as to open it to all who worship the
Father as the only true God, and worship
him alone.

** The part of the Preamble referred to
i& as follows : l—declaring* it to be the
fundamental princi ple of the Society, in
which we all agree, that there is but one
God, the Creator and Governor of the
uni verse) without an equal or a vicegeren t,
the only proper object of religious wor~
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fhe question,—the able Preacher of
the yea r, and my pre sent highl y-
respected Colleague , (both of whom
had Been among the earJiest sup-
por ter s of the Society, an d to t he
latte r of wh om it was under constant
obligati on s for his jud icious* and zeal-
ous at tenti on to its concerns ,)— 1 found
it met , so decided ly and unhesita -
tingly* with thei r disapprobation , tha t
the que stion was not publicl y agitat ed :
an d there the matter dropped .

Near the close of the year 1813 ,
my fr iend Mr . Worsle y, of Pl ymouth ,
commun icated to me his con viction ,
that as the seat of the W. U. S. was
so remote from the western part of
Devon, and from Corn wall , it would
pr omote the local interests of Unita -
rianism , if an A ssociation for Devon
and Cornwall was formed , upon a
plan similar to that of the W. U. S.,
and which might be open to those
who were not disposed to contrib ute
so much as th e subscri ption of the
parent Soc*iet \ . I agreed with him on
the desirableness of the plan , prov ided
we adopt ed as the basi s, that *« God,
even the Father \ is the. Only  True God,
the Primar y Sourc e of all the blessings
we enj oy through Christ Jesus , and the
Only  Proper Obj ect of Relig ious Wor-
ship " This was agreed to. The
first meeti ng of the Devon and Corn -
wall Unitarian Association , was held
at Pl ymout h , in 1814, when 134
joined us , chiefl y fro m those who had
not before been connected wit h any
other Unitaria n Societ y j * and our
venera ble and pious advo cate , Dr.
Toulmiu , preach ed before the new
Associat ion , the sermon which he
after ward s deliver ed before the W. U.
S. at Yeovil The two Societies hada common and most har monious meet-
iSrS at Exeter > iri the ye^r IB 17, when
Mr. Joh n Kenri ck delivered that mas-ter ly d iscourse, entitled Unitari antismthe Essence of Vital Christianity, withwhich most of your readers must bewell acquai nte d—At a prev ious meet-*»g of th e W. U, S. at Bristol ,, 1815,when Mr. Fox delivered his eloquen tand interesting Rep ly  to Pop ular Ob-

. XaS exPlicitly laid d°wn as a pri n-
Vk n - jflmt ' U t***°* *>Hh this Associationnau tn no ^ay imphj  app robation of  aU
cL ? s ™hich may  I " admitted into the

j ections againsf Unitariarii$m f some
allusion was made , in the Report of
th e Cominitte e, to a diminu tion of
numb ers caused by the estab lishment
of the Devon and Cornwal l Associa-
tion 5 and it was stated in reply, that
for every one that was lost, several
were gained to the open avowa l of
the great pr inci ples of Unita rianism ,
and act ive exerti ons for the drssemi«
nation of them. The conversat ion at
that time , respecting the basis of the
Association , led Mr. Fox to say (to
the best of my recollection) that he
was not aware he had been pre aching
before a Society which made the doc-
trine of Simple Humanit y an essential
point of Unitarianism $ and that he
could not be a member of any Society
which made it an exclusive bond of
union . * ¦

I do not recollect any thin g more
connected with the subject , till the
spring of 1818 , when Mr. Rowe re-
ceived information fro m Mr. Fawcett ,
of Yeovil , th at it was wished by some
16 propose at the ensuin g meeting of
the W. U* S. at Urninste r, an alte-
ration in the Preamb le of the Society,
in order to open the door for the
admission of those Unitarians who
were now excluded . We could nei-
ther of us convenientl y attend the
meeting ; but seeing in Exeter a friend
who proposed going, I req uested him
to suggest to the meeting * that , as the
subject was an important one, and
few comparati vely would be present ,
if it were moved at all , it should
merel y be to resolve that the quest ion
should be discussed at the next an-
nual meeting. This suggestion was
adopt ed. At the Ilminster meetin g
Mr. Yates of Birming ham was pre-
sent ; and the Members urged him to
undertak e the office of Preacher for
the ensuing year : but he declined ;
and he was understood to state , t hat
he could not be the Preacher of a
Society which , from the then some-
what unsettled state of his mind on
- . — . • . ¦ 

*v 

* I trust that Mr. Fox and another of
our abl est advoca tes, whom I shal l soon
have to menti on, will excuse my adverting
to their opinions. These assisted in de-
ciding* my mind , as to the course I shoalfl
pursue on the question. They may have
seen good rea son to change them ; and I
am sur e they ought to change them, if
they have seen such reason.

j ) r .  Carpenter on Proceedin gs in the Western Unitarian Society. ?4&



the subject of the Pre- existence, he
could not join as a Member. *

As the subject wafc publicly brough t
before the Society, I was solicitous
that it should be fuUy discussed and
laid to rest one way or other 5 and
I more than once expressed , in our
Committee meeting s, my indention of
dehVering my sentime nts at the an-
nual meeting. I conceived that hovw
ever expedient it might hav e been,
when the Society was fi rst instituted
to make the avow al of the Simp le
Humani ty an essenti al feature , (since,
at that time, the Ari ans , however
near in sentiment , were almost as
touch opposed to the believers of the
Simple Hu manity , and as much afraid
of them , as the Trinitarians them-
selves were , and gener ally speaking
were in no way disposed to unit e
with them in public effor ts to oppose
even the great errors of moder n or-
thodoxy,) yet that the time is come,
when the midd le wal l of separation , hi
spirit and mutual co-operation , ought
tQ be br oken down : th at the great
distinction now is, between the Tri -
nitarian and the avowed Unitarian :
that there is at least one doctrine , op
which the believers of the Siinple
Humanity differ , which is vastl y more
momentous than th at on which they
agr ee, and in which most of the be-
lievers in the Simple Pre-existence ,
unite with the bulk of those who
rej ect the Pre-e xistence,— the do<>
trine of Final Restor ation : and that
if the believer in the Pre-existence ,—
adhering ptrictl y and openl y to the
great princi ples of Unitarian ism, (the
Unrivalled Supremacy , Exclusive
Worship, and E&sentia J Mercy, of God
even the Fath er,) joining w ith us in
our Unitarian Fellowship t unas* unit *
ing with us exclusivel y in our Wor *
ship* and sitting dpwn witb us at the
JLor cTs Supper ,<~were disposed to
associate with us, (without expecting
that we should alter our pract ice in.
the introductio n of books into the
Catalogue * or in other .means for the
dissemination of the Simple Hu manity
of Chris t in connexiop with the

*? I have somewhat recentl y beard , with
great satisfaction, that lie has pu blicl y
stated that his mind is no longer unsettled ^but rests in the svmple truth , that the Me-
diato r l»etUE*4H <Gotl and ^een was th© ihAk
Chris t Jesus. . . . . . .

Proper Unity of <3od,) provided wewould cease to lay down the avow atof the Simple Humanit y as an essen-
tial requisite for membersh ip, W6ough t not to keep him aloof from us
—Firml y and unhesitatin g l y believ*
ing the doctrine of Simp le Hu mauit y
advocating it on all occasions Wher e
a regard to still more importa nt prin-
ciples permits me, and satisfied tha t
the current of convict ion will even-
tuall y lead every Unita rian tQ the
reception of it , I neverthe less be-
lieved, that in the p resent stat e of the
Unitarian controversy, the int er ests of
pure Chris tianit y would be more ef-
fectuall y served , by generall y relin-
quishing this as an exclusive separat ing
princi ple ; and that even with respect
to this doctrine itself, the doubters,
or disbel ievers , would be mor e like)y
to come to us, if they fought with us
under common banner s. With these
views, which as yet I have seen no
reaso n to change , I wished , as tj ie
measure had been br ought forwards ,
tha t it should be subj ected to a fai r and
ample discussion. W hen 1 reached
Bath the evening before the meeting,
I found that some of those who sup-
ported the alter ation at the pre ceding
meeting would wot be pre sent, aud I
could not learn that any arran gements
had been made for bring ing the mat-
ter regularl y forwards - 1 believe those
who w ished the change, had done as
I had snyself, left the matte r to its
own cour se. I had myself had no
communication with any of them witU
a view to it Ii) tfcese circu mstances,
I drew up ' the follpwin^ resolution s,
which , at the w ish pf Mr. Fawcett,
whom alone I conversed with before
the service commenced , I under took
to submit to the meeting.

" That with a view to those believe rs in
the Absolute Unity, Unri valled Supr emacy,
Exclusi ve Worshi p, and Essential repur-
chased Love and Mercy , of God, even tbe
Father of our Lord Jem s Christ , who bold
tbe doctri ne of the Simple Pre-ex is*eR««
of our Lor d,—quid to those who, tj iougfh
they cordially unit e in these fundament
pr inci ples of Unitai ianis in , do not .poifftt ff
that decided convictio n in the doctrin e ot
the Simp le Humani ty, which would enable
them to avow belief in it ,—and alpo to
those believers in the Simple Humanity,
who, horaeror importan t they e§ti m*te "m
doctrine , ohjec t to it as P̂ sxe] mJ U^
among- persons who *v& unite d by *"* °*7

^avowa l of doctrines which excludeM- *°"
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istcnt ly profess them from the felloiV-
*?? aB(j eVea tbe wor shi p of other deno-
minat ions of Ch ristia ns,—th at part of the
Preamble of th is Soci ety which respects
its fundamental pri nciples, do stand as

« Tha t there is but O iie God , the Maker
And P re server of Heave n and of Earth and
of all t hings therei n , Jehovah , the God and
Fath er of our Lord J esus Christ , and onr
God a«d Fa the r ;—that Jehovah is Oae ,
in substance undiv ided , in g lory unrivalled ,
supr emely grea t, i nfin itel y powerfu l, wise ,
and good 9 the Only Proper Object of Re-
ligious Worsh i p, the Sole Ori ginal Source
of every blessiftg* both temporal and spiri -
taa \. and that J esus Christ was the most
disting uished of the Messengers of Bis
wisdom and mercy to the human race *
auth or ized and empowe red by  Him to
declare and execute the Gospel-scheme of
sal mtion , or de liverance of mankind from
sin and m isery ; hut in ever y respect, and
afevery per iod , now and for ever , subor -
dina te to and dependant upon Him , so tha t
God may be all in all. *

" That by the pr oposed alteration in the
Pream ble, it is not intended to make any
chang-e whatever in the practice of the
Society respe cting its chief object , the
distribution of books,—-agreeab ly to which ,
the selection of books Is regulate d by wliat
are regarded as the sentiments of the #r£at
bulk of its Members , while each individual
is left to choose for himself vvhat he pleases
for his own employment , and is not re-
garded as responsible for the sentiments
ad vocated or avowed rn others .''

At the meeting for business , much
lime had been occupied, with consi-
dering va rious alteratio ns pro posed by
the Committ ee in the Rules ; and we
came to the mai n point respecting the
Pr eamble, too late to allow of that
species of discussion which I had
hoped for. Before the opportunit y
was afforded me of pr oposing the
above resolution s, &c, the respected
individ ua l to whom, I presume , Mr.
Belsham alludes, (as having by his

good sense and solid arguments
wade a deep impression on all whon«ard him,M ) in the commen cement ofhis address, made a pointed declara *"Oft . tvhich I conceive must ha ve
J»a«e a deeper impr ession than even
*"* ar guments, and which at least
Prevented the simple effect of these

nmt
I P,erf i  ̂ it yould he easy to hn-

£* *Jblg **hi*1ion, but t have tiot felt
iiT it! 

at Ubert* *° **ake »y atttotiofc

from being ascerta in able,—vie. that
if the alterati on was made, several (I
think) of the oldest Meti bm of thfe
Society would withdraw from it. It
is* my earn est hope, that when any
discussion on questions connected
with the interests of Christ ian truth ,
occur among Unitari ans, this mode of
biassing - a meeting may not be re-
garded as a precedent * If those Mem-
bers were resolved to purs ue such a
measure , in case the disposition of thfe
meeting favoured the alterati on, per-
haps (in the p resent case) it was de-
sirable th at the ir resolution should be
made known before the fina l dec ision,
but not at the beginn ing of a dis-f
cusstozi .

When my resolutions were read, it
seemed doubt fu l whether they wofcld
be seconded : but this was done by a
Member from Brist ol, with Whom I
had had no communication on the
subject ; and this (as far as I can
recollect) was the caste with respect
to all the other Members present , ex*
cept those in the Committee , at the
meetings of which the subject had
been broug ht forwards more than
once.

In the cours e of my remark 's to the
general meeti ng, 1 adve frted to the
opinion , (which for the reasons al-
read y given 1 believe to be well-
founded ,) that , if they were other wise
disposed to join us, our Prea mble
would keep from us two disting uished
ad vocates for Unitarian Christiani ty ;
an d I concei ved th at this might be
reg-arded as a specimen of its natu ral
effect : I knew that it had had such
an effect in other cases. It was stat ed
in reply, that those individuals had
for some time been Members of the
London Unitarian Society; and this,
the Pa rent Society, lays down , in
more explicit yet more scri ptura l
terms , the doctrine of the Simpte
Humanity as its exclusive basis. The
princi ple on which mainly I advoca ted
the change remained the same ; but
the practical desirabl eness of it was
greatl y lessened.

When as much had bepn said , on
both sides, as the circumstances of the
case allowed, un derstanding that the
disposition of the -tweeting was against
the change , and that it tvould be pain-
ful to some of those piresewt to press a
division , with the odn^nt of the friend
who had seconded my proposed reso-
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lutioos , I withdrew them *, As far as
the present prosper i ty of the Societ y
is concerne d , and the sati sfact ion of
some of its most effective Members , I
see no cause to regre t the failur e of
the pr oposal .

And now I must offer a few remark s
on some part s of Mr. BelshanTs com-
munica tion. I will take them as they
occu r. The letter 3tsel f has , without
a doubt , been pe rused by all your
readers , with the att ention which
every thing which comes from his pen
receives among us ; and I need not
therefore quote at large.

(I) As far as I am concerned , (and
I pre sume it was the case with others ,)
the ques tion was not broug ht for-
war ds " inad vertentl y," nor " under
a mistake n notion of libera lity." Ha d
I been a Member of the W. U. S. at
its commencement , I should have
been one of those who conceived (as
1 still think ) that the line of distinc -
tion was the n necessary ,—M y opinion
now is, that those who are excluded ,
by certa in princi ples, from the wor -
ship and communion of every other
Christian Church , and are united in
worsh ip and communion on those
pri nci ples, an d are alike strict in main -
ta ining them , and alike desirous of
openly  avowing and prom oting them ,
should make those princi ples the bon d
of union . And my conviction is, that
by such a syste m, not on ly the great
princip les of Unitari ani sm would be
most effectuall y promoted , but even
those which inost Unitarians decid-
edly believe to be scri ptur al truth
respecti ng the person of Chris t. It is
not in my mind (I may venture to
assert) the resu lt of " latitudinaria n
pri nciples,'* or concern for the p ersona l
feeli ngs of those whom we exclude :
however much I may be affected by
t hese, I am not influenced by them :
if I «were, there are others to outweigh
them on the other side.—As to inad-
vertency ^ after what t have said, let
the reader jud ge. I know that in
pu rsuing the course I did , I went on
merel y because I could not otherwis e
satisfy my own nri ind . Few could be
aw are of the painful feelings with
which the previ ous discussions had
been attended : and my own wishes
were, that the subjects should have
been dropped wit h the Annual Meet-
ing. L knew nothin g of the Report
which a highly-valued friend sent you

of the proceedings ; or I would h&verequested him simp l y to state, that theopinion of the Meet ing was against
the proposed alteration.

(2) Though p rinciple should never
be sacrifice d , yet what is unnecessar ilyoffensive to other s should .be avoided .
The * term idolatrous in th e Preamble
of th e Lu U, S., which was also
adopted in that of the W. U. 8., is to
me extremel y objection able: if tak en
in the common acceptat ion it con veys
a w rong idea ; if not , it is at least
useless. Atid it is my conviction ,
that such expressions have kept many
mor e from Unitarianism , tha n they
can possibl y have brou ght to us.
They needlessly arouse prejud ice,
more than they awa keu inqui r y. 
Undoubtedl y the noble band who
" so strenuousl y insisted upon " - «* the
ret aining of this offensive expres -
sion'' pursued that course which th ey
thou ght princi ple required ; and far
be it from me to throw suspicion on
their motives : but that it lost1 us the
pu blic (thoug h 1 apprehen d inconsis -
tent ) avowa l of Unitarian sentiments
and co-operation in the dissemination
of them , by J ones, and Tyrw hi tt ,
and *' th e whole body of Unit arian s
theo existing in the University of
Cambrid ge," must have operate d
greatl y to produce the presen t blank
with respect to Unitarian prospec ts
in that University ; and take n more
generall y, must have impeded the
spread of our pr inci ples' much mor e
than the retaining of this offensive
expressio n can have done good.

(3) In my jud gmen t it is not a
" trifling logomach y" in what way
the term Unitaria n shal l be emp loyed .
Mu ltitudes now glory in the name,
with all its reproac hful association s,
an d are gett ing nearer an d nea rer to
us , the believers in jhe Simple Hu-
manit y, who, had it continu ed to be
restr icted to oursel ves, would still
have been at least on neutr al ground,
and unable to join with us (as they
now do heart and han d) in the great
and ennobling effor t s which are mak-
ing to disseminate our gran d pr inci-
ples, and to partici pate in our cheer ing
and enco urag ing prosp ects of their
final triump h. -

(4) The object of many of Hie booKs
in the W. U. S. Catalogue, 

^
°

pr omote the great pr inciples of ui
tarianism w ithou t enter ing into min
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distinctions, (such, for instance; as
jyjr Gj fforcTs Elucidation,) and those
importan t practical consequences re-
s Vcetwg the character and dealings of
God which are affected but little by
j he doctrine of Simple Humanity.
From these, a believer in the Pre-
existence jo ining our Society, mi ght
make an arn pte selection for his own
distribution.—Besides, many who held
th at doctrine , cheerfull y distributed
books in which the doct rine of the
Simp le Humanity is advoca ted, if they
thoug ht them suited effectuall y to pro-
mote the grand princi ples of Unitarian-
ism : in like manner as many d istribute
the Improved Version who believe in
the Miraculo us Conception, and do not
accord with some of fhe notes in other
parts ; and as many Unitarians distri-
bu te books of practical piety, even if
here and there occur an expression in
which they cannot unite ; and as still
more distribute Bibles and Testaments
iti the Authorized Version, though
they are convinced that Solomon's
Song is not a religious book and has
na pretensions to divine authortty,
that the passage respecting the Three
Heavenly Witnesses is a gross inter-
polatio n, and that in several other
parts it does not exhibit the best re-
presentation even of the Received
J«xt, an d that this, in several places,
departs from the original text.*

(5) If I understand the character of
that upri ght, conscientious, and able
indiv i d ual , to whom the W, U, S.
was mainl y indebted for its existence,
and who contribu ted so effectuall y
and extensivel y to - the prosperity of
the Unitarian cause, especial ly in the
West of England,—he would not have
considered the adoption of the pro-posed chan ge, as " convey ing an ob-
Mue and unkind refl ection on hi3
Memory ;" Mr. Kenrick val ued too
ttwcl*, and understood too well, theT«ht of priva te judgment. But if
^berwise, there is, for every indivi-
dual, a strai ght line which must notoe warped to personal feelings : and^hen such motives, ap pealing to some

J* must lmvc been upon the same
£«*? ?rinci PIe> that the London Unita -
JrV:0Clety ' *"ne years ag-o, introduced
cLt*l * Bl*ck**rne *s Works Into theirvatalognm

of our best affections , are bro ught for-
ward s to deter or lead awa y from the
steady consistent adherence to it, the
inter est* of duty, if not of truth , must
suffer in proportion as they are effec-
tual.

(6) It is reasonable to suppose that
Mr * Belsha m must be more acquainted
than I can be, with the constitution
of the differen t Unita rian Societies in
this king dom ; but I h ave never heard
of an instance in which the once
adopted Preambl e of any Society has
been altered, in order to make it more
compreh ensive. Several have been
formed upon the more comprehensive
basi s 5 and my opinion is, tha t as long
as there is the London Unitaria n So*
ciety as a central point of union for
the believers in the Simple Huma nity,
(and long, with the exception of the
word idolatrous, may it continue as it
is, and go on and prospe r,) by uniti ng
with which , they may, in the most
public manner such Association s ena-
ble them to do, declare their convic -
tions in th is important doctrine ,—the
various ot her Societies now bearin g1
the name of Unita rian , would do wel l
to connect with the fundame ntal
pr inci ples of Unita rianism , nothing
which should keep those from us, who
in sp irit , zeal* and co- operation , would
willing ly prov e that th ey are not
against us*

(7) Who, among the Ministers who
for the last twelve years have prea ched
before the W, U. S. at out* annual
meeti n gs, have advocated the Simp le
Humanity, more plainl y and decidedl y
than those who desi red the propos ed
change ? And thoug h several of our
best sermons of late have not particu -
larl y entered upon that doctrine, yet
the y have boldl y and unequivocall y-
opposed popular errors , and shewn
that Unitarianism is, in truth , €i the
doctrine according to godliness i" If
the proposed alteration in the Pre -
amble had been made, (and even any
unexpected chan ge taken place in the
p ractice of the Society,) the sermons
of Mr. Pox, and Mr. John Kenrtck,
and even that of Mr. Kentish, for
instance, might , with equal propriet y
hav e been delivered at our annual
meetings. And for myself I plainly
declare , that had I afterwards been
to preach before the Society, while

¦v •>
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I laid the greatest stress on the doc-
trines which 1 hold most impor tant ,
and in which all Unitarians are agreed ,
I should , without hesitation , have en-
deavoured to lead those who stil l
differ fro m us. a little farther. Nor
do I believe, from all I have observ ed
of the dispositions and views of such
persons , that if I preached with the
simp licity of truth and in the tone of
Christian charity, they would have at
all objec ted to it. At any rate they
could not reasonabl y calculate on our
silence,* -

(8) I have onl y farther to obse rve,
that Mr. BeJsham seems to me to
consider the pr oposed alte ration in
the P reamble of the Western Unitarian
Society, as affecting that of the Lon-
don. They are per fectly distinct ;
have no controul over each othe r 's
concerns ; and not hing fu rther to do
with each other , than as united \i\ the
same great object s, havin g several
Members in common , and sometimes
co-operating in effecting the publ ica-
tion of works for distribution , and
the London Society supp l ying the
Western with books, much in the
same manner as the London book-
seller supp lies his corres pon dent in
the country. And I imag ine t here is
the same kind of connexion , and no
more , between the London Society
and the various other Societies in dif-
ferent districts , for the pr omotion of
Uuitarian princi p les by the distribu -
tion of bc*>ks.

1 have now finished all I have to
lay before your readers on this sub-
ject. If any of my val ued friends ,
(differing from me on th is point , while
we unite with cordialit y and full con-
sent in so many others , and hav ing
the great interests of Ch ristian truth
alike at heart , thoug h not alwa ys
agreein g in the means of promo tin g
th em ,) should think it necessary to
make any stricture s on what I have
said , I pled ge mysel f, as 1 have don e
on another subj ect, plainl y to express

* I have just observed that Mr. Fox's
Voice of Revelation ^ delivered before the
London Unitar ian Society, and containing'
statements in favour of the Simp le Hu-
manity, was afterwards delivered befo re
the J < l(\$tern Unitarian Society , founded,
if!  mistake not, on the broad basis.

any chan ge of opi nion th ey may produce , or to acknowled ge any erro rinto which I may inad vert ent l y havefallen.—If I maintain the silence Iwish , I entreat that it may be consi-dered as no mark of disrespect tothem ;x but simpl y as an indi cati on ,that my sentiments r emai n unch anged *
and that I nerceive no advnnto^ :.*and that 1 perceive no advant age in
pr olonging the discussion.

JL AN T CARPE NTER.
P. S. An illness which suspend ed

all my usual occupat ions , has pre-
vented my publis hing my Rep ly to
Bishop Magee, as I expected , ab out
this time ; but I hope to adve rt ise it
as being publis hed in the sa me Num-
ber in which this Letter will , 1 trust ,
be suffi cientl y earl y to appear. —In
the last par agra ph of p. 618, on Divine
Influences , 1 noticed duly  for onhj %
which 1 beg the reader to corr ect.

Sir , December 14 , 1819.
IN a former "Number of your Repo-

sitor y (p. 623 ) appear ed a com-
munication signed W. W M animad -
verting upon a recent controvers y
betwee n two anatomical profe ssors.
As no person immediatel y interest ed
in the reputation of the parties has
come forward to notice his remarks ,
you will , I trust , admit a few obser-
vations from one who lays clai m to no
other chara cter in connexion wit h
this business than that of a spectator ,
known indeed to both the pro fessors,
but not the eulog ist or the apolog ist
of eith er. What indu ces me to trou-
ble you, is the strange inaccur acy of
the stat ements made by your Corre -
spondent , Fro m the freedo m and
sevent y of his censures , and the ton e
of author ity, quas i ex cat hedra , wit h
which he pronoun ces his condemna-
tion , a stran ger would natural ly infer
that he was full y master of all the
facts of the case ; and tha t , afte r his
ver d ict , your readers , simp le an d w ise,
had not hing to do but to sit down i«
the belief, that the two pro fessors had
" disgraced " themse lves, by the " way
not very honour able to the m," m
which th ey had conduc ted and " ter-
minated " the ir " disp ute ." But your
reader s will , I doub t not , be surp rised
to learn , 1. That the re was, " dur ing
the last winte r ,11 no " contr oversy
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float amongst the medical prpfessors
an d studen ts at St. Bartholomew Hos-
pital/ 1 on 1 be Subject to which W. W.
adve rts, fur ther than that subject
inMit have formed a topic of conver-
sation there, as it did at all the other
hospitals :—2. That no lectures were
delivered at that Hospital on the
"Orig in of the Vi tal Principle," and,
consequentl y, th at "the pupils of each
lect u rer" did not " enlist under the
banners of thei r master" with any
" acrimonious" or hostile spirit :—
3. That Mr. Lawrence is not now,
and never lias been, a " lecturer" at
Bartholomew Hospital , and , conse-
quentl y, delivered no * € Ph ysiological
Lectures'1 there, which your readers
ma y consult :—4. That neither did
Mr. Aberneth y deliver an y Physio-
logical Lectures there, which are
pr inted and open to public inspection :
And 5, tha t the «* governors of the
charitable Jn siitution , to which both
gentlemen are surgeons," did not, for
any cause whatever , " suspen d Mr.
Lawrence from two of his appoint-
ments/ 1

The plain h istor y of the case w hich
W. W. has so unaccountabl y mis-
taken and misrepresented , is briefl y
this : In the yea r 1814 , Mr. Aber-
neth y was appointed Professo r of
Ana tomy and Surgery to the Col lege
of Surgeons , in Lincoln 's Inn Fields.
In the Lect u res which, un der th is
appoin tment , he delivered at the Col-
%<% in tha t and the fol lowing years,
lie took occasion to state and vindicate

Mr. Hu nte r 's opinions respecting*
Me and diseases.'* The two Intro-
duc tory Lectures of the first course,and a part of the Introductory Lee-
*ure of the second, lie a fterwardspubl ished. In 1816, Mr. Lawrence,who is one of the assistant su rgeons of
Bartholomew Hospital, was chosento succeed Mr. Astley Cooper as theother Professor of Anatomy and Sur-
j ^ry 

to the Col lege, and tha t yearflowed his predecessor in delivering¦cou rse of Lectures on ComparativeAnatomy. In these lectures Mr.Lawrence controverted and ridiculed
br«rt Uu,tenan Uieory ofl i fe, which hisUlcr lecturer had been advocating.

In the year following,Mr. Aberneth y
delivered a course of " Ph ysiological
Lectures, ex hibiting a genera l view
of Mr. Hunter 's Ph ysiology," &c,
in which lie supported the opinions
hd had before maintained , and ex*
pressed his disapprobation of the sys-
tems of the French Physiologists.
These are the Lectures, I presume,
to which your Correspond ent means
to refer your readers. Mr. Laurence,
the next year, (1818,) delivered ano-
t her course, in which he again t ook
up the subject, and stood forward as
the cham pion of the French school*
These are the lectures.which gave so
m uch public offence, and which he
su ppressed after thei r pu blication. Of
t hese lect u res th e onl y public notice,
as far as 1 know, taken by Mr. Aber-
neth y, is contained in a temperate
Postsc ript to his . •' Hunlerian Ora-
tion ," which was delivered in February
last, and published shortl y after.

In order to form a correct judgment
of the merits of the controversy, it is
n ecessary to peruse the whole of these
publications , and to them 1 beg to
refer your Correspondent himself. If
after the perusal of them he should
Mill think that the professors ha ve
ic disgraced*' themselves by the ma-
nagement and termination of it , he
must be left to the enjoyment of his
opinion.

One word on anot her par t of his
communication. Mr. Lawrence held
the appointment of surgeon to Bride-*
well , and also to a certain institution
for healing the maladies of the min d,
latel v removed fro m Moorfields to the
neighbourhood of St. George's Fields.
It is true, that the governors of the
latter did take alarm at his metaphy-
sical heresy, and , as if infected by the
atmosphere they breathed , proceeded
to suspend him from his office , jud g-
ing, no doubt, that orthodoxy of opi-
nion was essential to practical skill in
the cure of the disorders immediately
under their charge. To their jud g-
men t Mr. La w rence sacrificed ; his
boo k , and made his peace by its sup-
pression.

* # ? # *
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( 752 )

Art. I,—A Course of Lectu res on
Subj ects connected with the Corrup -
tion, Revival, and Fu ture Influ ence
of Genuine Christianity . By W. J.
Fox . 8vo. pp. S24. [A Secand
Edition in 12mo. pp, 386.'] Hu nte r
a nd Eatovi . 1S1P.

r l iHESE Lectures were heard , we
JL are informed , with marked at-

tention by a crow ded auditor y, at
whose unanimous request they hav e
been published . The author defi nes
controversial sermons (Pref. p. v.)>
4t speeches to set peop le thinking,
and jud ging of these before us by this
rule , we must pronounce that the
.Lecturer has completel y succeeded ^for whether the read er agree in opi-
nion with the Lecturer or differ from
him, it seems to us impossi ble that his
mind should not be excited by the
specimens of dense thought , forcible
argumentat ion , brilliant eloquence ,
and , we had almost said , sparkJiug wit ,
that are here disp layed : and the ,effect
must have been much more powerfu l
upon the hearer of the Lectures .

' Jo such as look in a sermon for
t he qualities of an essay or a disserta-
tion , Mr. Fox's Lecture s will appea r
too declamatory , an d to such as think
that the prejudices of the many oug ht
to be concili ated and not alarmed , his
tone w ill sometimes appea r too de-
cided , bold and startling ; but the
coldes t critic must allo w that l lie de-
clamation (if suck it be) is splendid ,
and the most timid theolog ian must
acknowle d ge, if not admire , the ho-
nesty, manliness and Christian frank-
iiess w hioh characterize every page.

The few extracts that the scope of
our work permits us to make will
testif y the Lecturer 's extent of know -
ledge , his /facility of turning* his great
rea ding to account , bis power of intel -
lect , bis clearness of jud gment , an d,
a bove all , his richness of imag ination ;
they may, perhaps , shew a lso hast i-
ness of composition , abru ptness of
manner , familiarity, even to homeli-
ness, of sty le, and , in some instances ,
th e extension and accumulation of
meta phors beyond the limits of good
t aste .

Lect. L is " On A nt ichr fct. " ]nhis descri ption of this allegor ical personage Mr. Fox agrees w ith WEvanso n, [" Lette r to H ur d,"] cousi 'derin g the charac ter typical not ofany one particul ar chu rch , but of allchurches in whic h are found th e fol-lowing marks of aposta cy : " domi-nion over consc ience , alliance wit hthe tempora l aut hori ty, mystery, ido-lat rou s worshi p, blasphemy, hy po-crisy, deceit and affected auste rity, andper secut ion .'1 (P. 10. ) He ap pliesto Anti christ , thus expounded , t heprop hecies of Dani el, &c\, which areusual ly interpret ed by Pro test an ts ofthe great Chri stian apostacy. Wequestion , however , whet her sufficient
attent ion has yet been paid to the
arguments of Grotius , who main tain *
that all Ihe predic tions in question
related to persons and powers out of
the Church. His reasoni ng is, we
confess, to our minds unanswe ra ble.
( See his Commentat w et Appe ndix de
Antichrist o, Op. I V .  457, &c\)

Referrin g to " pious frauds /' Mr.
Fox say s,

" Wh ile we glad l y forget the gross
trickeries by whic h , in dark ages, igno-
ran ce was gulled that it mig ht be ensla ved
and p lundered , we- must be allo wed to
express re gret that Protestants and Dis-
sente rs should vet retain some traces of
this evil.  How often, in the l ecoJJee tiou
of every one? , has rep u te d lieiesj been
assailed with calumnious and forg ed ta les
of blas p hemies and sudden jud gments , got
up for the pu rpose of terr ify i ng* men f rom
the use of their common sense on re ligious
subjects ! Truth disdains such arm s :
they are the weapons of Antichr ist , and
wort hy on l y .of the policy of the Inqu isi-
t ion , which , w hen its victims are led to the
sta k e, clothes them with rob es cover e d
with pa inted devils . Happ il y, th eir use
is almost abandoned by the more respecta -
ble of every party ."—Pp. 19, 20.

The following reflecti ons come in
seasonabl y aft er th e Lecture r 's de-
nunciation of prev ailing cor rup tion
an d apostac y :

" This view of our subject , thought
first it may seein harsh , is rea lly conducive
to char ity . It teaches tha t no one body 

^pro fessing Christians is to be sfoff led oUt >

REVIEW.
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and held up for odium , as peculiarl y
sta ined wit h the cha racteristics of the pre-
dicted apostncy S but that they ate scat-
tere d thoug h ia different pro portions , over
the wh ole of nominal Christendom . We
tu rn f ro m mutua l accusation to inqu iry after
*be por tion of the evil which we way have
share d , and endeavou r to co r rect it. Wh at
Pre sbyter ian does not blush at the stern
liatred of his fore fathers to Rome , as the
on !y Antich rist ? What Churchman shoul d
not he asham ed of such a paltr y excuse for
dep rivi ng his Catholic fellow-subject of
ti vil  r i ghts ? Our attention is draw n from
men to systems 5 to reli g ious tyranny ,
mystery , idola try , fraud , persecution ; they
alone are hel d up to hatred , opposition ,
cond emna tion , and destru ction. —May they
perish , and for ever !1'—P. 23.

The H ud. Lect. is « On Church-
of-Eng landisui ," a compound term ,
more expressi ve than elegant , bor-
rowed from Mr. Jeremv Ben t ham.
The tex t at the head of this Lecture
announces the preacher 's design; Acts
xix. 15: Jesus I know* and Pa ul I
know ; but who are ye ? By an in-
duct ion of particulars , the chara cter-
istics of Antich ri st , above enumerat ed,
are here pointed out as adherin g to
the Church of Eng land. Of its con-
btitu tion , the Lectur er says, in figura-
tiv e langua ge,

44 It is a massy and imposing1 edifice ,
not modelle d , indeed , ^ith Gr ecian sim-
p lici t y, liutshootin g up, like its own Gothic
buildin gs , into towers and pinnacles of
var ious di gnity , all of asp iri ng- form—
tho ug h while th eir head s are in the clouds ,
thei r founda tions press heavil y upon the
eart h , an d their shade throws gloom and
chil lin ess aroun d on monu ments of death 5and all is overto pped by the lofty sp ir e of
ar chie p iscopal em i nen ce ; where some-tun es, to finish the resemblance , lias beenseen onl y a vane, veer ing- to every breeze«i polit ical dir ec tion .*'—P. 44

With great cando ur , Mr. Fox pro -noun ces (p. 47) a wa rm eulogium onth e Litur gy of our Nationa l Church .He a llows , however , that much of itmay have descended from a very earl y
«J ?e of Ch rist ian it y. H e mi ght , we" link , have spoken more st ron gly.
JJ

|e real prai se is du e to the Romaniissaj . « J hose wllo fi rst compiled,or Mix* revised , the Engli sh Book ofCommon-Pra yer ; ' says Dr. Geddes,*

pAS^* «iH°W for RoiPa» Catholics,
tha t tin 1 > > ll-ie mat te r '- contain ed ¦in

did little more than translate from
the Latin Ori ginal. Let me #dd ,
that , wherever they abandon this
Ori ginal , there is, if I mistake not , a
want of dignity in thei r composit ion,
that immediat ely betra ys the innova-
tion. "
. The conclusion of this Lecture is a

descri ption of th e majesty of England ,
and an apostrophe to her , and is, per-
ha ps, the finest specimen that can be
extracted of the peculiarities of Mi\
Fox 's eloquence :

<c To conclud e : designing 1 men , even ia
th e pre se nt day , have dared to repre sent
d issent from th e Church as synonymous
wit h disaffection to the State. It is a
foul calumny . The sternest and sturdies t
pro test against the one , may coexist wi th
the most ent h usiastic de votion to the other.
England was g reat and g lorious whi le her
reli gion was Popery. She then rea red
her head above the nations , outst ri pped
them all in the career of improvemen t , and
soared above the m towards the heav en of
liberty . The g reat charter of her fre edom
was then w rested f 10m un willin g* power ;
commerce and manufactures were raisins
hei citizens , bu rgesses and mer chants , to
wtralth and intelli gence , and placin g them
side by side with her barons ; while , from
contendin g- elements , arose tlie harmon y of
representative government. She was great
while that chan ge, called Reformation ,
was proceeding , or retar ded, or subs idin g-
into fixedness , throug h success ive rei gns.
She then began to wave her flag of so-
ve re ignty over the sea ; her laws were
frame d in wisdom : and her literature -framed in wisdom ; and her literature ,
sp lendid in genius , pro found in learnin g*,
and mi ghty in ori ginality , advanced wit h
giant step. She was g 1 eat at that tr emen-
dous period when the crown was tram p led
in the dust , a regal head fell on the scaf-
fold , and Cromwell sat on an un gatnishecl
th ro ne. Episcopacy was not her rel igion
then. The Church of Eng -land fled to th e
w ilderness : the in it re was crushed under
sectar ian f eety and the crosier sna pped
asunder by unconsec rated hands : yet then
she was great ; not a nation but cringe d
for her friendshi p, ari d trembled at her
frown. Was there persecution , op p ression
or insult , on the Continent ,—she lifted
her voice of thunder , ari d Euro pe's hills
were move d ; her mountains quaked ari d
trembled to their foundations . And while
Episcopacy has been Chu rch -of-En gland -

bette r witness than King Edward the
Sixth , who to the Cornis h reb els confesses
it was no other than the old mass-book
done into English , all bu t some few word s
tha t were expunged ."
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ism, our country lias been great and glo-
rious still ;—yes, (]i rou gh v icissitude ,
great ; in ad vers ity «nd d isapp ointment ,
in privation and suffe ring1, i n all ch an ges
and chances, i n arms and arts, in literatu re
and benevolence . The monuments of her
majesty reflect the g l ittering* of every star
of heaven ; and not a wind can blow that
has not wafted from her shores some
fre i ght  of charity . And she would be
great, were this assuming- sect lost in
oblivion , wit h all its robes , and fo rm s, and.
wealth , and creeds : still to her would the
nations look ,"as to a n elder sister of the
earth , pre -eminent in wisdom, grace and
majesty.

" i' es ; England , independentl y of ad-
ventitious circumstances, or predominant
sects, must be admired and loved by all
who can ri ghtl y think and feel ; nor
would th e hand that mi ght -not object to-
pull down the clusterin g- ivy from the oak ,
whose strength it wasted , and impaired its
beauty, touch profanely one leaf of the
hallowed tree. O my country ! land of
my birth , my love, and my pride ; land of
freedom and of glory ; land of bards and
heroes, of statesmen , philosophers and pa-
tr iots 5 land of Alfred and of Sy dney, of
Ham pdeii and Russel , of Newton , Locke
and Milton • may th y security, liberty,
generosity, peace and p re-eminence, be
eternal ! May thy childre n prize their
birthri ght , and well guard and extend
their privileges ! From the annals of th y
renown , the deeds of th y worthies, the
precious volumes of thy sages, may they
imbibe the love of freed om, of vir tue , of
their country ! May the pure- gospel be
their portion ! Throug h eve ry future age,
may they arise, as of yore, t he protecto rs
of the oppressed , the terro r of tyran ts, the
guardians of the ri ghts and peace of na-
tions, the cham pions of ci vil and re l ig ious
liberty ^ 

and may they be the possessors
an d d i fFuscrs of genuine Christianity to
all countries, through all generations !
Ainen !"—P p. 49—51.

The subjects of Lect. III. are " Re-
ligious Li bert y ari d Nonconformit y ;"4< an appropriate trans ition fro m th e
mischiefs and miserie s of the Anti -
Chr istian apostacy, to the gospel in
its nat ive simplicity, power and bles-
sedness. "—P . 52,

A just distin ction is made of the
libert y of Chr istian Churches into
exter nal and inte rnal , that which the y
claim of the civil power , and tha t
which the y allow to th eir own mem-
bers. The latte r, it is trul y said , (p.
53,)  even by sincere and eloquent ad-
vocates of the former, has heen too
often misunderstood , overloo ked or
violated .

The histo ry of rel igious tyr anny istraced , pp. 59—62, with the hand ofa master . '
In the following passage, the ab-

stract argument for dissen t is ad mi-
rabl y stated :

ct We dissent because human legislators
exceed their  prov ince when th ey pret end
to fix the reli gion of the country. Society
cannot exist without government. It j 8
for the good of the whol e that we should
have laws, and that their ad n iinisti ati on
and execu tion should not be left to indiv i-
dual zeal , but be the peculiar duty <j f per-
sons appointed to that office. This re-
quires the surrender of much n atu ral no lit
of how much , human wisdom must decide :
it may fairl y incl ud e even life itself , which
when the good of the communi ty requires
should he offered a wil l in g and a patriot ic
sacrifice : "hut the rights of conscience arc,
from their ve ry nature, inalienable. Man
never did gi ve tliein 5 he nerer can g ive
them. The right of believing* where he
sees evidence of tru th, and of worshi pp ing
where he finds characteristics of div inity- ,
as it cannot injure society, cannot , belong
to society . It is inhere nt in man , as a
rational creature , and he cannot divest
hraisel f of it, til l  lie can re-create himself,
and become another being, and his own
God . What , then , does a legislator mean ,
when he says, Yon shall bel ieve this doc*
trine ; you shal l w orshi p th at God ; you
are horn to this rel igion ; wo decree that
you shall be a Deist or a Ch ristian , a
Mahometan or a Pagan , a Catholic or a
Protestant , and will punish you r disohedi-
ence. And who g ave you this right?
God ? Produce the commission , and work
the confirming miracle. Man ? When
and where ? None could do it for them -
selves , much less for others. But yon have
the power—true ; so had Herod , (who
was devoure d of worms,) when he slew
James ; so had Nero, (w ho was assassi-
nated,) when he martyred Pau l ; so had
Pilate, (w ho died in miserable exile,) wlie/i
he sentenced Christ : and so had others
who died in splendour , but who wait 111
their g raves the righ teous j ud gment of
God. You have the power—to do wj iat r
To issue the decree ? And so you hare
to dec ree that robbery is rel igion , and
persecution for the glory of God : so you
have to decree that the sun shall shine by
ni ght , and the moon by day, and the v wil l
as soon obey your bidding * as the m in d and
heart of man. But you can infl ict the
penalties' : yes, and make martyrs of the
firm , and h y pocrites of the fearful—»°-
thing more. No human authori ty has

either the rig-Jit or power to malc e a«y
system the reli gion of any ind ividual . * **
reve rence hunmn laws and governors up
to tins point : but with aur consciences,

V
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r worshi p, and our God , th ey have no
business. We can not belong' to the Church
f Enff land , because, however mild l y ex-

ercise^ she recognizes this claim 
of 

man
to te ll with aut ho rity his fellow-man what
he sha ll believe , and whom and how he
shal l 

' ad ore . Her A rticle s and Liturgy
j, avc l>een ri gf htl y describe d , by one of
Jie r own pre late s, < as a long* act of pama-
\ne nt ? a decree of th e senate deciding
wha t vve are to th ink of God , how we ar e
to feel and speak in his p resenc e , and by
vhat to obta in his blessing ! Bid they
app ear to us ab solute l y true , and supremel y
excellen t , we have never delegated , nor
can we ever ac k nowled ge, the authori ty
of othe rs to decide for us that they were
so, an d com pel us to their belief and use .**

Pp . 64—66.
This is the unanswerable argument

for Nonconformit y with regard to
political or national Churches. Of
some of the more palpable reasons
for dissent , the autho r says, perhaps
with too m uch smart ness,

a I have not patience to rake togethe r
the pettifogg ing absurdities , contra dic-
tions and superstitions about crosses, anil
rings , and kneel in g*, and bowing, and
altars , nn d Easter , and such like things ,
which in rich abundance disfi gure the
practices of the Church , and to one ed u-
cate d a Dissenter make it a matter of some
toil and stud y to drill himself , so as to
execute , correct ly, the mnnceuvres and
evolutio ns of divine worshi p. If men
think th ey can please God by gett ing.u p
such exhibitions , let them try ; but not
impose them on others for Christianity. "—
P. 71.

Mr. Fox thus answers one of the
popular arguments for a national esta-
blishment of religion :

" But rel igious i nstruction for the bulk
of the peop le shou ld be provided . Let it
hy all means. Who instr uct them now ?
Whose schools exclude hal f the popula tionof th e country —those of th e Sectaries orof the Esta blishment ? Who rais e the cha-racter of tie poor by discourses which th ey
fan un der stan d and feel ? What soit ofinstr ucto rs w ill they general ly he , who
«"'e their office , not to the peop le, but topt r onage? Wh at is the fact ? Where(j 'ssent is tolerat ed , is not more knowled g-e
H , i  r i ^y vol u"tary exerti on than by
Published institu tio ns ? We may read ,«' br oad cha ra cte rs, the importance ofinert y to reli gious li ght , in those countri es
slav • Seuuin e sp irit and tendency of
*£» *l I" uni*tt ffated by the corrective of
i» tL ated dis8£mt - H«w deplorable
 ̂r;/

OI
1)tion •' There " the pop^ace

ignorance and supersti tion. There priests
and peop le, blind leaders of the blind , sink
together into the very barbarism of igno-
rance. There is the grave of intellect and
of knowled ge, of morals and of freedom ."
—P p. 79, 80.

The Lecture concludes (pp. 85—
87) with a trul y Christian plea for
charity, towa rds such as may hold an
intole rant system.

Lect. IV. is " On Unitarianism."
In the introduction , the € * immense
im portance' of the doctrine of the
Divine Unity is illustra ted by an as-
semblage of meta phors, which re-
min ds us of the sty le of an age long
gone by.

" It is the soul of Judaism , the founda -
tion of Christianity , the noblest discovery
of reason , the glory of revelation , the cen-
tre of reli gious truth , the antidote of infi-
delity , the death blow of idolatry , the
spring " of Reformation , the guidin g* star of
free inqu i ry , the companion of liberty , the
parent of piety, the source of light in the
mind and goodness in the heart , and the
inheritor of sup reme dominion over faith ,
to which it is directe d by pro phecy, and
will be conducted by Providence , in all
nations. ''—P. 88.

Mr. Fox very judicio usly sepa rates
the private opinions of Unita rians
fro m Unitarianism.

<c The discussion of Unitarianism has
bee a much embarrassed , and its cause
inj ured , by its being " mixed up with the
pr ivate op inions of its friends. There is
g ross mistake , or wilfu l injustice , in reck -
oning whatever is held by certai n Unita -
rians essential to Unitarianism itself. The
humanity of Christ is not essentia l to Uni -
tarianism . Althoug h diffe rin g fro m most
res pectable authority, I have no hesitatio n
in deemin g such limitation most impr oper.
It is inconsistent with the etymology and
meaning of the term , and its historical use.
Dr. Price was an Unitarian as wel l as Dr.
Priestley ; so is every wors h ippe r of the
Father onl y, whether he believe that Christ
was created before a ll worlds , or fi rst ex-
isted when born of Mary. Philoso phical
Necessity is no part of Unitariani sm : to
some Unitarians it seems the plain dictate
of reason and Scri pture , illustrative of the
characte r of God and plans of Providence ,
a glory around the cross of fai th , and a
rock for the anchor of hope \ but others
think it inconsistent with the threat ening *
and promises of God , and the responsi-
bility of man ; and a simitar dive rsit y
obtains among " the speculative of other
denominations * Materialism is no part of
Un itarian Fsm. Some of us believe that
mam is formed of one substance , others -
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of two : some th at unconsciousness pre-
vails fro m dea th to the resurrection ; and
others that the t ransit ion is immedia te to
bliss and glory - or to pun ishment , of the
separa ted sp irit. The denial of angels or
devils is no part of Unita rianism : some
believe in one , or th e other , or in both ."—
Pp. 91, 92.

He then describes the doctrines in
which Unitarians agree, amon gst
which is incorrectl y placed that of
" the ultimat e restoration of all
things," it being well known that
many Unitarians believe in the final
destruction of the impenitent.

There is great wei ght of argument
in that part of the Lecture which
considers Jud aism as U uita rianism,
an d represents this princi ple of Ju-
daism as adopted by Christianity ; as
also in tha t which treats of ** certain
general characteristics of Christianity
given in Scripture, to which Unitari-
anism and Tririitarianism may be
brou ght as tests.1' With equal inge-
nuit y and j udgment, the author points
out 4€ indications of danger and apos-
tacy, noticed by the apostles in the
primitive Church.'* He exposes him-
self, perhaps, to misrepresen tation in
his descri ption of " different classes
of Unitar ians who are out of the pale
of Christianit y ;" thoug h the agree-
men t of so man y wise and good men
in th e doct rine of the Unity of God,
surel y proves, as he says, (p. 119?)
either that it is " the plai n dictate of
right reason , preached by the heavens
and the ear th, where man will hear
their voice ; or that it is a fragment
of some ori ginal revelation , passed
down by t radition to all ages an d
coun t ries, and selected by t h'e wise
and good from the mass of accom-
pany in g absurdity."

In Lecture V. Mr. Fox descants
" On Creeds, Controversy, and the
Infl uence of Religious Systems on So-
ciety," topics of large and un defi n ed
ex tent. They are t reat ed in nearly
the reverse order in which they are
give n in this title.

The remarks on the influence of
religion and the effects of the different
systems of it are peculiarly striki ng.
As an instance of the boasted perfec-
tion of Creeds, it is observed , (p. 443,)
that «« in a collection of sixteen creeds
of Protestant Churches, published at
Genev a, l6l£, there are only six (of
which that of the Church of England

is not one) that speak of f}ie nf0>,^dence of God, and eleven take no nc-tice of the resurrection of the dead "A mongst other proofs of the utilityof controversy, Mr. Fox appeals tothe retrea t of the assumed orthodox
from their own proper system.

" Had the Church of England an d theCalvinistic Dissente rs to fra me thei r creedswithout preced ent to guide th em, theThirt y-nine Articles would not ori g inate
with the one, nor the Assembl y 's Con-
fession with the other. The stan dar d of
orthodox y is lower tha n it was ; and it
continues to sink : but if  th e part y he
ri ght now , the y have been wr ong" ; if now
the y are stri ctl y scri ptu ral , they have been
unscri ptural , and they have to tha nk thei r
opponents for drivin g or shamin g the m
hac k into the right road . While indiv i-
duals (in no small num ber ) hare com pletely
renounced the system , the whol e mass has
slowly receded ; tie tide yet ebbs and
flows at intervals ; "but the old mark is not
reached at its height , and at its in flux the
old ban k is left unwashe d by the billows •
for generations yet th e fluctuations may
continue , but all will finally settle at the
point of truth. "—Pp. 150, 151 .

Mr. Fox discusses in Lect. VI. the
interesting but difficult question of
" War." His object is to shew that
*' War is a great, but not insuperable ,
obstacle to that genera l! improve ment
in the state of man which Christianit y
tends and was designed to realize."
And he rep resents war as ** opposed
to the well-being and progress of
society by the misery it in fl icts, the
criminality it imp lies and the mischiefs
it prod uces,"

There is truth as well as imng ina-
tion in the following description :

Ci It is the tendency of war to produ ce
war , and thus to extend and mu lti ply
miseries. Treaties of peace seem littl e
better than links to connect one wa r with
anothe r . They leave something 1 amb iguous
for future dissension , some germ ot dis-
cor d, which gr ows into a poison tree. In-
deed , the prof essed object of hostili ty is
seldom determined in favour of either
party , by the peace. In the seri es of war *
which have for ages desola ted Eu rop e^ we
may generall y see one growing" out of
another. The various conn exions and
.t «* _ _ „  _~.* ~ « C , !.• „-- ,. «^ ...«, ^-» 4-d *. cnrPflfl I108-"interests of nations serve to sprea d hos-
tilit y when once commence d . This was
particularl y exemp lified in th e lat e con-
test, into which nation a fter nationi wo*
draw n or forced. The torr ent of blood
swelled , as it rolled on 5 still fresh slu»«c*
opened , till it spread and n idened , on*
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a without fathom or bound. Like
% Glacier , from the mou ntain 's top , it
\et on, accum ula ting - as it feJI , and

So* io one wor k of ruin materials to
nder the next more wide and drea dful.

It it retched from the old wo rld to the new ,
wraDD ioff both cont inents in its flames, and
roie r inff the earth as with a fiery del uge
o desolation --Pp. WO , 171. '

The Lecturer admits the ri ght of
resistance to aggress ion or tyranny ,
but th is, he contend s, is not war.
" Defensi ve war is a solicism.—A li-
cense to attac k is essential to war. "
Pp. 208, 209*

To encourag e t lie hope of the ulti-
mate ab olitio n of war , the autho r says ,
" Two facts are cheering . 1. Peace
now scarce l y differs more from war ,
th an modern w arf are does from an-
cient .— 2. The tend encies of society
have bee n , and are , to limit war , and
consequent ly to abo lish it ultima tel y."
Pp . 181 and 1 83.

The more common pre texts of war
are examined, ( pp. 1 84—187, ) and as
they come under review , they make
us blush for human nat ure.

In conclu sion , Christi anity is re pre-
sented as incompatible with war , and
its universal diffu sion and influence ,
guaranteed by prop hecy, is a rgued
upon as tantamount to the abolition
of the nefarious pr actice *

An A pp endix to this Lecture is
devoted to the examination of Paley 's
Cha pter on War in his Moral Philo-
lop hy, and here the author disp lays
ffre at acuten ess. He is somewhat
her etical on the subject of the *' Jewish
wars. 1' " Their exam p le," he says,
(P- 199») ** justifies massac re , or it
noes not justif y war. " He adds ,
{i The power tha t should attem pt to
repeat t he fri g htfu l scenes of the con-
quest of Ca naan , woul d soon be blot-
ted out of the map of the world , by
an univ ersa l combination of civilized
stat es.1' True , but it may be asserted
wi th equa l jus tice , that the nati on
that should now practi se the atrocitiesof whi ch the Cana anit es were guilt y,
would be just ly t reate d as the enemyof all ma nkin d. Their human sacri-"Leg, not to mentio n other crimes ,were more abomina ble th an the slave-tra de against whi ch the re is now aconfederacy of all Chri stian states.Mn U,,s ground we rest , and we think
W ' ''ledefence of thei r destruct ion.

„ llual senten ce of his pa ragrap h

on this subject, the author dismisse8
the " objecto r " ra ther cavalierly :
c * If it be said that the Deity would
not command what was moral ly
wrong, the objector is referred to the
command for Abraham to sacri fice
his son ; and if this does not satisfy
him , he may, if he so p lease , consult
Dr + Gedde&y Let him consult Dr.
Geddes , who t reats the injunction io
destro y the Canaa nites as a patrioti c
fraud ; but let him consult , on the
ottier side, for the justification of Ins
objection , Mr. Good 's remarks upon
this notion in his valuable Memoirs
of the learned translator (Svo . 1808,
pp. S68—473) ; the late Bishop of
LandafFs A pology for the Bible, in
rep ly to the *' A ge of Rea son -," and
Jameson 's Dissertatio n , in an A ppen -
dix to his Exposition of th e Penta -
teuch , Folio , pp. 775 — 779, which
was esteemed satisfactor y by the lat e
Mr. Lindsey, and was , we believe at
his instance , reprinted as one of the
tra cts of the Unita r ian Society.

This Lecture has of necessity a poli-
tical com plexion ; but thou gh the
author exercises in it his wont ed
mental cour age, he has not lai d him-
self open to any other animadversion
than that of the crit ic. We wri te this
aft er Lord Cast lereag lfs new Bills
have been pr oposed to Parliament.

Mr. Fox p raises an histori cal cha-
racte r , not often the subj ect of eu-
logy:

" What a fine contrast to Yorkists ,
Lancaster ians , Stuarts , Bourbons , and all
t he rest who ' wa de th roug h slaug hter to
a t hrone ,* was Richard Crom wel l! He
was advised <o take off a seditious ; leader ,
an d secu re his fa ther 's e) ev&Uon f or him-
self. * No,1 sai d he , * I will not pu rchase
au t hori ty at the price of one man ^s
blood .'" —P. 185.

The Vllth and last Lecture is " On
Human Perfec t i bilit y. " All that the
auth or means by thi s is " a state of
ver y hig h improve ment , of knowled ge,
libe rt y, peace, virtue and felicity, to
which man will be , in the latter days ,
conducted 1>\ Christianit y. " And
the expecta tion of this is undoubted ly
jus tified by reason and Scri pture.
Mr . Fox separates from his t heory the
not ion of 4< organ ic perfectibility, t he
trium ph of mind over matte r ," which
was entert ained by the system-bu ild-
ers, who, a few years ago, maintained
" Human Per fectibility ;" but we
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qaestion whether he allows sufficient
weight to the influence of disease and
death in keep ing down man , as an
indivi dual , to the level on which he
ha* hitherto stood. Sti ll , who would
chec k th ose hopes of a better age,
wh ich tend to realize themselves ,
an d to advance , at the same time , the
virt ue and the happ iness of mankind ?
Coid must his heart be who cannot ,
in some of the bet ter momen ts of ex-
istence , give himself up to the in flu *
€tice of th e Lect urer 's glowing anti-
cipatio ns of " ' millen ial glories ,*'

As a whole, we think this Lecture
inferior to the preced ing ; but its
defects are more than compensa ted hi
the ISotes, in which the author briefl y
discusses the theor y of Malth us With
a degree of ability th at leads us to
wish that he would take up th at
subj ect in a separate publication , and
give a popu lar refu tation of the new
hypothesis ; in so far , at least , as it
may be tho ught to present an ob-
stacle to the best Chri stian hopes, and
to counten ance war an d the degrada -
tion an d oppression of the mass of the
human race.

This volume has , we lea rn , and as
we should have expected , excite d
pu blic attenti on , in an extraordinary
degree , to t he Course of Lectures
which Mr , Fox is now delivering ;
an d every friend to Chris tian t ru t h
must roj oice in kno wing that mul-
t itudes are recei ving ' assista nce in
their rel igious in quiries from so
ab le and enl i ghtene d a champ ion of
4i the faith once delive red to the
saints. "

AuT* II*—A new Version of some of
the Ep is tles of St. Paul , <§r<?,

(Concluded from p. 600.)

IT rema ins that we speak more
particularl y concerning the merits

of this volume.
Pkilalethes is much to be com-

mended for making an accurate tex t
the basis of his version. We ha ve
al rea dy percei ved that , w ith a few
tr i fling variations , he follows the
readin gs of the best critical edit ion of
the Christian Scri ptures. The prin -
cipa l instances of Ins departure from
it , besides those we ha ve previ ousl y
enumerated , arc Coloss. ii. 13, in. 12,
15, iv. 13; 1 1 hens ; ii. 15, iii. £„ iv\
IS; 2 The»*. i- 10, ii. 2 ; 1 Tin*. i«
4, vi. 4; 2 Tim , ii. 19, iv. i ; J aitve fc

H. 13, 34, iii / 12, * S* i&4i v .In a single case we bav ^ v-jfbju^ ;
^subst itutin g conjecture lblr s a';' readiu»

suppor ted by unimpeacha ble auiluj lrity. f Yet he modestly sve&k* «$
himsel f as having adop ted the allegedemendation . We may refe r to \V <t .stein , (iti J oe.,) whose inn er ma r gin
present s this note , " o fcar€ x«v ) '%0Kocrex ov. P. Juuius , R. Va iesius," Itshould be added that th e Syr. Tr ausl
has the neut er participl e.

Of th e claims of P hila lethes to the
merit of faith fulness an d pers picui ty
our readers will in some measur e j ud ge
from the extracts laid befor e them :
these have purposel y been num ero us -
and if there be any ind ividua l who,
on such a subje ct, conde mns the desire
of attainin g the nices t accurac y, let
him know that his censure is egregi-
ously misp laced: To possess as exact
a version as possible of th e record s of
the reveal ed will of Almi ght y God ,
must be an object of vast importanc e :
the translator of these writ ings the n
should be as scrupulousl y attentiv e to
every part of his unde r ta king al t hou gh
he were weighin g gr ains of precious
metals for th e young - and inexpe ri *
enced . Althou g h the doct rine * of
the gospel do not depend on the re-
finements of verbal criticism , ^et the
evidences , the character , and , in many
cases , t he sense , of the books of Scri p-
ture , cannot with out this cri ticism be
justl y ascertained. ' JLe t no man con-
cei ve t hat "his mind is comp rehensive
and pr ofound onl y becau se it is incor-
rect. He who suffers himself to be
ignorant of minute circums tances and
particular facts , will  never be master
of general princi ples : his prete nsions
are re futed bot h by th e rea son of the
thin g and the history of liter atur e and
science. Superficial and con ceited ,
he in vairt aspires to the chara cter of
a f£ttlosopher and scholar. There
is un ad mirable remar k of Dr . &»
Clarke ^ J which cann ot be too d^eply
inscribed on every stu dent 's meniory :
" Levia quidem lisec, et par vi fort e, st
per se spectentur , niomenti. Sed ex
elenienti s constant * ex prin ci piis on-
untur , ofmiia : Et ^x j udi cii coi\M *

* Th* b<5#iimin£ of th is w«e '« 
^tra nslated in t errogatively by PhiMw^

.+ 2'TUess. U, 7.
t Pr ttf atV ad Ho mer. lH a<*'
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tn d 'me i« r£b^s mmitis ^dhibitA,
etidet sfiep issim^ etiara in maxims

P 
 ̂atqii e ficcurata Sclent i a." Never*

primp, was any obser i-ation more
comp/^dy or more beautifu lly illus-
tr at ed in its auf hot ; this great man
beW equall y distingui sh ed by en-
lar ged views and indef ati gab le re-
r ef rvhes, by va ri ous iwd extens ile
lear ning and by a soun d , acute , dis-
cr imina ting j udgment—in a word , by
superi or correctne ss and superior vi-
gour of under stand ing. *

Fro m the maxims th at we have
quot ed, Ph ilalethes will not withhol d
his app ro bation. We believe liitn to
be " a scholar , and a ri pe and good
one :" and therefor e he is a friend to
precision and accuracy in biblical
cr itici sm. As his per formance bears
indisp utable marks of car e, so, for the
most part , he has con veyed the mean-
ing of the ori ginal auth ors with fidel ity
and clearness . That his version is
freq uent ly par a ph rasttcal , it has been
impossible fur us not to notice and
lam ent . His tende ucy to become a
comm entator he chiefl y evinces by
his liberal use of italics , and by his
clothing in a modern d ress some cha-
racter istic ari d meta p horical expres-
sions : and , th ough for both these
practices he may plead the authority
of a few very eminen t names , we
cannot but be of op inion that he is
here opposed as wel l by the majority
of able divines as by the rules of solid
rea sonin g and criticism .

In favour of a literal version of the
Scri ptures , Archbis hop Newcome and
Dr . S\ inot )ds h*ve argued wi th such
excellent sense t h at we need not apo-
logise for cop y ing their langu age :44 A tra nslat ion of the Bible ,1' sa id
the late Pri ma t e of I reland , " should
ex p ress ever y word in the ori ginal by
a hlera l, verbal , or close rendering -,
wher e the English- idiom admits of it.

" Fo r thu s the tr anslat o^Aitewsnow he read s the ori g inal:  ami .notonl y the mat ter of the Scri ptures , butth eir peculia r langua ge and manner ,wi ll he faith full y represent ed . Theoat-red Wr iti n gs ar e of singular im-porta nce ; they ar e the rule of ourwi t h and pr actice : an d the refore it iswjwwt e th at the reade r unskilled in«^revv , Cl.a ldee, and Greek , sho uld
Jf tV* b* en»bM,.a* far a* the natu re
arfcir Jffi** ?fWPc aUo^' to

tran slation as scholar * do frpm the
origina l text!" *

U The examples of those wpdii
whose jud gments we may safely rel y*
as well as niany conclusi ons a rising
from the nature of the thi ng 1 itselfV*
led the late Pro fessor of M odern His-
to ry at Cambrid ge " decisively to
affirm , that a version of thn Bible
should be as litera l as th e difference
of lan guage will permit/ 1 In support
of this position , he adds ,

" Thou gh it should be allowed*merel y for the sn ke 'of argument , that
a loose translatio n may be of sufficient
authority in determining' matters of
faith and practice , yet still it would
be liable to au insup erable object ion :
I mean , th e impossibility of furnishing
the reade r with a just idea of tli e
Ori ginal. "t

To the pr incip le of these rea sonings
Philn leth es does not refuse bis assrnt ;
for he pro fesses to have made his
translation 4C as literal as, .according
to his jud gment , the idioms of the
respective lan guages would allow/ '
The general rules of translation , in-
deed , are the same in respect of all
lan guages . ; by a classical scholar of
the highest rank , J t hose rules ar e
virtually stat ed in th e descri ption
whic h he gives of his own labours :
** i l lud inter alia ded i operam * wt f
quan tum ejus per titriusque linguae
Fai ioues liceret , non discederem a sin-
guloru m verborii m sigr t ificatio ue , iiec
ab ordiue verbo rum , et fi gura dicl i-
onis; sed ipsu ni quoque genus dicen di,
euinque , quern charactera % -ocant , ex*
pri rn 'erem : quod iili s preeci pue I or is.
difficuUatem ha biiit ,. ubi corru pt um
sermon eui ridendo imitatur , et imi-
ta nd o ridiculum facit aucto r. —Ubi
plane iiihil difficultati s er at in Grae -
ciS) minus singulorutn rationem ver -
bo runi habuimus. — Voluimus ergo
interpretationem nostra m Lucianeas
orationi , quantum ejus consequi pot u-
itnus , csse si mill imam. '"

In a version of the Sacred Writin gs
an» adhere nce to t hese maxims is more
than usuall y essential * The grand
point at issue between Ph ila lethes and
— ' ¦ ' ' ¦ •" ' - — ¦»' ¦ ¦. . . , . ._ . . . „ , , .  „,-. , .  , ¦ . i .  . . 1  . — i *m0" \ j mi
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-J- Observ., Stc. the Four Gospels, p.

112*
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ourselves, remains th erefore to be
considered : does his translation con-
form to the ru les that have just been
proposed and illust rated ? We cheer-
full y acknowledge that his deviations
from them are far less numerou s and
st r iking than those which some of
his predecessors have exhibited . I«
1727 4C An Essay for a new transla-
tion of the Bible*' was puiblsh ed,
which should rather have been sty led ,
•« An Essay towards an exposition of
the Scri ptures ;"* the author having
almost uni formly confounded the pro-
vinces of the translator and the com-
mentator. Versions of the N. T.,
which are ex t remel y offensive to the
eye of piety an d taste, have proceeded
fro m men who appea r to have studied
in this school. Phil alethts* however,
is a transl a tor of a different spirit and
a higher orde r—not undeserving , in-
deed, of being: com pared with the
very respectable writers by whose
aid we have endeavoured sometimes
to j ustify and som etimes to impugn
his renderings. He must pardon us
if we think that he would more nearl y
have resembled the ablest of them
had he been less inclined to the use
of p ara p hrase.

It is commonl y, perhaps, we mi^ ht
say, universall y , admitted that italics
occur too often in the R. V. In the
following passages of the translation
before us we deem them unnecessary
an d inexpedient : I Thess. ii. 7, ig,
iv. 2, 14, 16, v. I ; 2 Thess. iii. 1£;
Col. i. 6, 0, 27» i»- '3, 21, 22, iii 21,
24, iv. 4, 6, 11 ; 1 Tim. i. 1, 4, 6, 7,
ii. <2, v. 1, vi . 4, 5, 10, 18, 2 1; 2
Tim. ii. 1, 4, 24, iii. 5, iv. 8. These
iue the princi pal exam ples of a habi t
which oug ht , we presu me, to be very
cautiousl y i n dul ged *

Let it next be considered, whether
the figurative expressions which pre-
sent themselves, in the Christian Scrip-
tures should be lost sigh t of in an
tnglish versio n, and Ci the sense" be
given " rather than the words"? We
do not mean to intimate that this is
t he frequent practice of Philalethes :
still * however, we wish that the in-
stances of it which we shall now point
ou t had n ot taken place. Wh y, we

* See a notice of this work which was
not orig inal ) in Geddes* P rospectusy &c.
pp. 85, 86. -

would ask, in Col, iii. 6, ctoe& Ij e render the phrase, ra q vies ' t^K flAr«&<ia
"

" the disobedient ," instead of *< n ;
child ren of disobedience," as in tfc

6
R. V. ? This translation may be metwith , it is true , in Castalio and in th eF. Genev . Vers. -y bu t we objec t to itupon princip le. As a comment it isunexceptionable : y et Ph ilalethes doesnot profess to appea r before the worldin the character of an Anno tutor. Isthe English reader furni shed in thiscase with 4' a just idea of the ori^Lcase With •' a just idea of the ori gi-nal" ? Are " the peculiar language
an d manner1' of Paul " faithful ly re-
presented" } Can any man unac-
quainted with  ** the ori ginal text *
argue with j ustness f rom Philalethe?
translation ? Has such an indivi dual
an advantage , in an y degree, " equal"
to that of scholars ? 'The same ques-
t ions, we conceive, may fa i rl y be put
wit h reference to our aut hor's version
of Col. iii. 12— " mercifu l disposi-
tions" [e -TcXctyxva, oiKTip uov] : in R. V.,
•* bowels of mercy ." Here a g-ain we
must pronoun ce that Phila lethes has
jud ged ri ghtl y as a Commenta tor, but
erroneously as a Translator. The
exp ression is, no doubt, a Hebraism,
Gen. xliii. SO, &x\ &c. And can it
be undesirable tha t ,the reader not
skilled i n the oriental dialects have an
opportunity of familiarizing himself
wi th  peculiarities of this class ? Will
he not be thus " enabled*1 to discern
wi th greater clearness the phraseotpgy
of Scri pture, and to reason from it
with more effect ? Another of Phi-
lalethes* renderin gs now calls for our
animadversion , Col. iv, 6, " Let ^ou r
discourse be always gracefu l, aud sea-
soned with wisdom :" in R. V., ' wit h
salt 1* [<xA<%t/] : in which passage our
author has destroy ed the integrity of
the beautifu l fi gure employed by the
apostle- Gri ce more 3 we have seen
that , in 1 Thess. iv. IS, Ph ilalethes

^su bst itutes the w ords, *' the d ead,1'
for " t hose who are asleep" [tceMi^r
fj ievoov] : and we find him renderin g a
clause in 2 Tim. i- 16, as follows: "he
hath not been ashamed of my bonds,'
[ tyj v g lXj c t i v  [aqv qvk €Tvif) ar %vv6yi\* Al l the

latter example, the use of the ge nera l
term and of the plural number • i*
particularl y to be lamen ted. Wake-
field is correct and emphatic " this
chain of mine/' Lardner, too, (W

^
8f

I. 23%) has made it highly probable
that Paul allude* to the specific ***
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of his being kept in custod y, agree abl y
to the Roman custom. . .

W hen tli e lang uag e of Scriptu re is
in any measure divested of its native
simplicity , Us vener able character , we
ar e appr ehensive th at many read ers
wi ll distr ust the translat or , who sub-
stitute s for such idioms and figures
the cur r ent ex pr essions of a polite
an d lear ned age. This susp icion and
wan t of confiden ce, indeed , may not
al ways be jus t, and cer tainly would
not be so in the presen t insta nce ; but
perh aps it is easier to obviate than to
remove the se feelings. We have great
pleasure in observing that the version
und er our review, altho ug h freq uentl y
para phr astical , is in general concise,
and th at the sty le of it is pure and
easy. A few exceptions , occasioned
by the introdu ction of wor ds that are
too refi ned , and somewhat exotic ,
must , neverthel ess, be noticed ; of
thi s descr iption app ear the following :
ope rateth , rean imated, annull ing9 im-
p ending, in toxicated , op erat ive, parri-
cides, refractory , dup licity, domestic,
verbal , inaccess ible, attest ed, imp lacable ,
depra ved, cont inent , corrode , pregnant ,
verif ied. These terms , we kn ow, are
now adm itted into the Eng lish lan-
guage, and find a place in the pa ges
of some of the best of our mod ern
write rs. Should we be asked , wh y
we would banish such expressi ons
from a version of the Scri ptures , we
rep ly, " domestic word s are prefera-
ble to exotic ones, when both are
equal ly used, and bot h express the
same idea ;" and the R. V. " should
be imitat ed in ever y circumstance
whic h produc es simplicit y, not onl y
beca use a simp le sty le has exquisite
char ms for ever y, reader of taste , but
also because it is accommodated to
ordi na ry capacitie s." *

Tra nsla tors of the Bibl e, however ,
ar e sometimes chargea bl e with the
use of homel y and vul gar terms.
Examples of this sort may be found
i^ the R. V.: scarcel y any are fu r-

9J TC0me ^8 Hist - View, &c. pp. 294,^o. 
It is 

much to be 
dep lored that , ofaie years , some forei gn words, which vio-

!iVr *mlo Sy of our language , w ithout
«J dm ff to its elegan ce, hav e been intro -
deserto

aill0
T? *"*** comP*«y than they

is hi \ J5 e Verb * t* ad vocate ," t. /.
10 Sway 's H ist , of the Am. Re v.

Dished by Phi joalethes ; and our
readers must determine whet her he
has offended against propriety and
taste in the following clause (£ Tim.
iv. 8): " to have their sense of hea ri ng
tickled ** \KWff ibpsvoi Tyy aKtyv] : in the
R. V. it is, ** havin g itching ears"—
in Wakefield , 4« to sooth thei r ear s/*
which is not sufficientl y liter a l. We
acknowle d ge the great difficulty of
translating such expressions. Nor
shall we accuse Phila lethes of mean -
ness of lan guage ; thoug h we doubt
wh ether the rendering in the Eng lish
Bible be not preferable.

We sh all now copy a few passages
of his version :

** Representing " the invisible God , he
[Jesus Christ] is the first-born of th e
whole creation ; for in refer ence to him
were formed all in heaven and upon earth ,
visible and invisible , wheth er occup ying
the highest stations or subordinate in dig-
nity ; all were made by him and for him ,
and he is before all , and th roug h him they
all subsist. He also is the head of that
bod y the church , and he is the chief , the
fi rst -born from the dead , that in all thing 's
he mig'ht have the pre -eminence. For it
hath p leased God that in him all that is
com plete should abide , and that by him all
should be reconciled to Himself ; all y
whether upon earth or in heave n, by him
who hath made peace by his death on the
cross ." Col. i. 15—21!

Our next quot ation is from the
practic al part of the same epistle (iii.
18, iv. 2):

u Wives , be submissive to you r bus-
bands , as becoineth thos e in union with the
Lord . Husbands , love your wives , and be
not hars h towards th em. Children , be
always obedient to your parents , for this
is pleasing to the Lord . Fathers , vex not
your childre n by undu e sever ity , lest they
be discouraged . Servants , always obey
those who in temporal concerns sire your
masters , not wit h eye-service , as seeking ^
t he favour of men , but in sincerity of hea rt
as fearing God ; and whateve r ye do,
perf orm it hea rtil y, as to the Lord rather
t han to men , k nowing - that from the Lo rd
ye are to receive tlie reward of a heaven ly
inheritance , for ye serve the Lord Christ .
But he that dot h wro n sr shall receive ac-
cording - to the wrong* wh ich he hath done ,
an d there is no respec t of persons . Mas-
te rs , give to your servan ts that which is
just and equal , know ing 1 that ye also have
u maste r in heaven ."

The following extr ac t from the
Epistle to Titus (iL 11—15) may not
be unaccept able :
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« the savin g grace of God hath
appe ared to all men , teaching us to le-
nounce imp iety and world l y desi res , and
to live sobe rl y, and upri ght ly, and p iousl y,
in this , pr esent state ; looking* for the happy
object of our hope , even the manife station
of the glory of the great God , and of our
Saviour Jesu s Christ , who ga ve, him self for
us, that he mi ght redeem us from all ini -
quity, and pu ri fy for himself j l peculiar
peop le, zealous in good work s.

We finish our transcri pts with a
few verses from the Epistle of James
(iii. 1— 6):

ci M y brethren , let not many of you
become teachers , conside rin g' that we shall
under g o a more strict jud gment . For in
many th ing's we all ofie-nd . If any one
offend not in word , he is a per fect man ,
able also to bridle the whole bod y. Be-
hold we put bits into the mouths of horses ,
that they may obey us, and we turn their
whole frame. Behold also how the shi ps,
tho ug h they be so large , and ag itated by
violent wind s , are turned with a ver y small
helm , in wha tever direction the steersman
p lease lh- Thus the tongue is a li t t le
member , and may boast of great th i ngs.
Behold how lar ge a quantity of materials a
small are kindi eth !"

Here we take our leave of Ph ilu le-
thes% whom , however , we shall be
happy to meet again in the walks of
scri ptural and theolog ical literat u re :
oppo rtunitie s for th is pu rpose he will
perha ps afford us ' by a revision and
new edition of his present version , and
by a t ransla tion of some others of th e
a postolic ep istles. We entr ea t him
to believe that our remarks on his
labours are offered in the spirit of
Unfeigned good will and candour , and
under the deepest sense of our own
imperfections and fallibility. Declin-
ing an v thing like altercat ion with so
respectable a Write r , we shall gladl y
receive instruction from his pen . His
notes , alt hou g h properl y jfewv a re , in
general , very pertinent and judici ous ,
and may serve to sfrew what are some
of his op inions concerning points of
re ligious doctrine and disci p line ; while
his tra nslation ind icate s his acquaint-
ance wit h the classical authors of
ant iquit y. We think that his ch a rac-
teristic excellence is p erspicuity ; his
prevailing erro r, a taste for  p ara -
p hrase.

Ma y we be permit ted agai n to ex-
pr ess our conviction , that no version
of th e Scri ptur es f or  p opular use is
likely (o be effected ynlesH by thp

Art. III . —The Peculi ar Doctrine*
of the Gospe l : a Sermon preac hed
at the Chapel in Par liament Conrt >Artillery Lane, London, on Wed-
nesday, Jnne the %nd y 1819, before
the Fr iends and Suppo rters of the
Un itaria n Fund. By James Yates,
M. A. M. G. S., one of the Minis .
ters of the New Me eting Bir ming -
ham. 12mo. pp. 32. Hun te r and

^
Eaton.

f  11HE In t roduction to this sermo n
JL will shew that it is peculia rl y

worth y of perusal and consideration :
Nothing is more common amon g those

of our fellow-christians , who are ca lled
Orthodox , than to spea k of their opinions
as the Peculia r Doctr ines of the Gospel.
By thi s expression the y evidentl y inten d
to convey the idea , that those op inions arc
not to be found in any other system of
reli g ious belief , Tin d that in the communi -
cation of them to mankind the chief and
d istin guishing* value of Christianity con-
sist s. Nevertheless we find it re pea tedl y
asserte d by the more learned of the ortho -
dox writers , that indubitable traces of these
op ini ons are to be found in th e tenets and
p ractices of hiany heathen nation s, and
that , althou gh now altered and corrupt ed
in various Ways , they appear to have been
rece ived from time immemorial over every
quarter of the globe.

" U pon the conquest of America in tlie
16th century , the Roman Cat holic mis-
sionaries , who laboured during* a gifa *
pa rt of their lives to. convert the n ati ve s of
t bnt vast and newl y discovere d te i ril ory,
found that the most essentia l part s <> f the ir
syste m, such as the ad oratio n of Th iee in
One , the Incarnation of the Second Person
in the Divine Trini t y, and his ex piatory
sacrifice , were al read y adm itte d ; and ihey
considered the surp rising" fact of the re-
ception of th ese sub lim e mysteri es «"ion£
tr ibes so barbarous and so re mote , as a
sp lendid omen o^ success. * 1 »at tlic

* « < That which is d ifficu lt in on r la *
to believe ,* says Dv A costa , ' has bre»
inade easy among- the Indian s , becau se tn
Devi l bod made th em compi^nd e*
the self-taw* th ing* J fAich J ht w«:«W^>

7<5# Reviewv—y##es> Unit arian JFimd Sermon.

combined labours of m$ny scholars >Of the translations execut ed in oupnative tongue by any single ind ivi-
dual , Nevvcom e's ret ains most of thesimp le sty le of the R. V., an d is so ft rthe best ; an d it was t her efor e wit h
good reason that th e Ed itors of the
i. V. took th e learne d Pri mat e's as
the basis of their valuabl e wor k



rthie doctri nes have been very general ly
k lieve 'd among- the nations of the Eastern
world , is assert ed with equal con fidence ,
flW bv a nnmej ous train of esteemed and
popu lar a uth ors '. The tare Dr. Claudius
Biiefiai i sHi in particular , whose autho ri ty
Meeting 1 fac ts uf  thi s natu re stands in
the hi^ lifst r epute , and whose information
wsis recei v ed a few years since with an
avi dit y and admitati on rarel y paralleled ,
states that the ideas of a Tri -u ne God , and
of (he Inca rnation and Atonement of the
Second Pe rson , are current th rou ghout
almost th e wh <> le of Asia. * What a glar -
ing inconsistency is it , to call these the
* Pec uliar Doctrines of Christianity ^ and
yet to attemp t the confi rmation of them by
cit ing the J ongf-estaWished convictions of
innu mera ble heathen nations !"—Pp. 5—7.

A fter a few fu rther remarks upon
the prevalenc e of these ideas amon g
the He athens , tendin g to shew that ,
even if they belong to Christianity , still
they are not conf ined to Chr istianity y
Mr . Yates proceeds to state some
imp ortant princip les which are not
onl y maintained by Ch ris tians of every
denom ination to be part s of their sys-
tem , but which never formed a part
of any other sy stem, and whic h, the res-
tore, have a strict and indisputable
clai m to be regarded as Peculiar i-
ti es of the gospel. These are th e
dortrine of the Resurre ction of the
Dead ; the doctrine that the Love of
God is t he Fir st and G reat est Com-
mand ment ; and the inj unction of
IViversal Phila nthrop y. On t hese
topics the preach er dwells with much
serious ness an d jud gment. He full y
esta blish es his point , and concludes
with an animat ed and powerfu l appea l
to his aud itor y on behalf of pure
Ch ris tia nit y, an d of those institution s
wh ich guard and promote it. For its
excellence as a composition , and for
tl ie comparative novelt y and , at the

fro m our evan gelica l law , as thei r manne r
?! con fcssion , ' ihei r adoration of Thre e in
J H an d such lik e ; the whi ch , againste Wl U of tlie enemy, hav e hol pen for the^.eceivit ^ () f 

I he 
t ruth/ *

fcee also ih e Histor y of California , by
J

ei*S»S Vol. I. pp 88, 92, Eng lish
by ih £n ; and tlle Histo ry of America ,

tt w^Tr 
altI loI l tf *V as we mig ht lmve

Ji fc is °m au hetfi rodo x philosop her ,
Wt £**}* ve»*y sceptical upon the sub.

^ai ln th e East , 7th Ed ition , 1810."

Art . 1V.— Letters f rom Lexirigton and
the Il linois f contai ning a Brief Ac-
count bf the Eng lish Settlement in
the Latter Territory, and a Refu-
tation of the Misrep resenta tions of
Mr CdbbeiL By Richard Flower ,
8vo. pp. 32. Is. )819.

MR. RI CHARD FLOW ER ia
an old corres ponden t of ours,

and is well known to/many of our
read ers. He is one of the late Illinois
settl ers , and his account of the settle -
ment is inter estin g frgm his intelli-
gence and probity.

" On a trac t ofland from the Littl e
Wab ash to the Borapar on the G reat
Wab ashj about seventeen miles irt
width , and four to siX / from north to
south , there were but a few hunters *
cabins , a vear and a ii-aif sinee,\ and
now ther e are about sixty Eng lish
families, contain ing nearl y four hun-
dred souls ; and one hundred aud
fift y American , containing about seven
hundred ' souls." P. 24- Alread y a
cap ital is rising, named Albion. A
mark et house is buil t , and an jnn and
a place of worshi p are buildin g1, the
latte r inten ded also for a librar y. Of
the land , Mr. Flower , who i& a prac-
tical agricultu r ist , spea ks in terms of
hi gh prais e, as he does also of the
climate. Indeed , his picture of the
country alto gether is very invitm g,
and will , we annrehoHcL to.mnt manvand will , we apprehend , tempt man y
an ind ustrious famil y to follow his
steps.

The neighbouring cap ital of Lex-
ington is, as M r. Flower says', p. 1O;
" a phenom enon in th e history of the
world. Twenty-five y£arsf since, it
was trodd en onl y by the foot of the
savage ; now it contains about thre e
thousand inhabita nts." It has «« a
college, at whic h are alread y one hun-
dred and forty students. " Tea-par-
t ies, balls , routs , an Athen aeum and a
M useum , have taken the place of log
cabins and Indian hunts. But slavery
is forcibl y denoun ced by t his wr ite*
as the oppr obriu m of Kentuck y.

The American characte r generally
has made? a favourab le' impressio i^
upori Mr. Flovvei's mind. He speaks *
Wit h fcefin^s nat ural to an 

English
Protestant Dissent er off the exemption

#wiew>~JFYoiderV ttiiers fr t iM Le£$ti$roti <M (t the Tttiiiote. i6S9

same time, the cfrnin feht importanc e of
the subjec t, the sermon deserves tb be
widely circulated by mean s of Unita -
ria n, missionaries and Book Societies.



of the United States from the bur den
of a National Church-Estab lishment;
but he describes with candour the
American Church -of-Eng land clergy :

" The Episcopalian clergy in this coun-
try have an enj oyment seldom kno wn in
England , that is, being* chosen by the
peop le, an d suppor ted according to their
res pecti ve merits ; and it is my duty to
add , that Episcopal ians , as well as th e
min iste rs of mos t oth er sects , are in general
' laboure rs worth y of their hire ,' vir tu ous

•"¦Ml

DOMEST IC.
Religious .

Unitarian Quarterl y Meeting of Mi-
nisters in South Wales.

On the 30th of September last the Uni -
tarian Q uarterl y Meeting of Ministers was
held at Pant -y-defaid , Card iganshire ,
whereat J.James , of Gelli-Onnen , p reached
from Rev . vii . 14 ; Mr. Joh n Evans , of  Car -
mart hen , preached the p receding* evenin g
at Capel -y-Groes , from Gol. i. 15 ; and
also Mr. Th omas Evans , of Aberdare , Gla -
morganshir e, fro m Eph . vi. 13.

The Qua rter ly Meetin g- is intended for
the open and public discussion of subjects
connecte d with the Christian religion , as
well as for preaching 1 :" and believin g- that
reli gious conversation and debates , when
pro perl y condu cted , are calculated , in an
em i nent degree , to promote inquiry after
truth , an d consequentl y to d iscover it ; to
propa gate th e truths which may have
been di scover ed , an d advance the best
interest s of man ; man y of those who
wer e zealous supp orters of the meetin gs ,
always regrette d , t h at two , th ree , or four
long- sermons should leave so little time
for public con feren ce, even if the patience
of th e congregation were inexhaustib le ,
an d th eiratt entio n not to be wearied . The
advocates of one ser mon onl y at one t ime
we re not dis pleased to observe at Pant -y -
defaid , on the 30/h , at a very f nU meetin g-,
a ver y lar ge majori ty voting ", with up lifted
bands , for their proposed alteration , in
or der th at more t ime mig ht be devoted
to the subse quent discussion . The ser-
vice comm enced at ten o clock , and im-
mediat ely after it was concluded , Mr . J.
I nomas , minist er of the place, was unan i-
mous ly vote d to th e chai r, and the con-
feren ce beg-un by the introduction of the
subjec t whi ch had been partl y discussed
at the summer meeting at Lland yfae n ,
and is to be considered at each meeting '
till it shall have been discussed in every
meetin g-house in the circ le, viz. What are
the best Rules to be observed in the Chris -

in their conduct , exemplar y in thei r de.
por tme nt , exhibiting Christia nity in th eir
every -day conduct and interco urs e with
mankind , and enj oy ing* the esteem of their
con gregations. There are non e of tho se
divines in the busy hive of America , which
you know by the name of dign ifie d clerou
part aking - of the largest rev enue s, an d
doin g the least possible service >—cond uct
which one would think must make the ir
heart sh udder at the thou g ht of a judg
ment day !"—Pp. 7, 8.

tian Ch u rch ? Though the debate was
prolonged till betwee n three and four
o*clock , the meetin g-house was almost ful l
to the last , and very few, com parativel y
speaking, l ef t  the place till the Chai rman
qu itted the chai r r and all seemed to be
very attenti ve th rou gho ut . The next meet «
i ng* to be held at Merth yr , December 30,
Mr. J. Da vies, Ca pel-y-Gr oes, to preach .

J . J AMES.
October 15, 1819.
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The Lancash ire and Cheshir e Un itar ian
Christ ia n Association.

A'r a Genera l Meetin g- of th e Uni ta ri an
Christians of Lancas hir e and Che shir e,
held in the Unitari an Ch apel , Reuslia*
St ree t , on Tues day , Octo ber 19tl> , }*l J >
Ottiwel l Wood , Esq., in th e Clmir , it *»
unanimousl y resol ved to esta blish a o. -

neral Association of the Unita ria n enn
tians of -  Lancashi re and Cheshire , an

the following p ream ble and ru les v>

adopted .

Liverpool Unitarian Fellowship Fund
Society.

At a Meetin g of the Committee of the
Liver pool Unitarian Fellowshi p Fund So.
ciety, hel d in the vestry of the Unitarian
Cha pel , R enshaw Street , on Sunday , No-
vember 14, 1819, it was una nimou sl y
r esolved ,

" That feeling a deep and livel y inte res t
in the cause of Unitarian ism at Ma dras ,
we hav e witnessed , w ith g-reat pleasur e,
the resol utions of the Fellowshi p Fun ds of
Lou g hboroug h and Moun t Sorrel , of Exe-
ter and Sheffield : and are rea d y and wil-
l ing" to co-operate wit h them and tiie other
Fellowshi p Fund Societies al read y esta-
blished in tj h e king dom , for th e purp ose
of carr y ing* into etiect the imp or tan t ob-
jects su ggested in the second letter of
William Roberts to the Unitarian Society .

GEORGE H ARR IS , Secre tary.



Preamble .
Unitarian Christians believe the doc-

trines they profess, to be the perfection of
reason , and the g lory of revelation ; they
coacei ve their views of divine truth to be
honourable to the Deity and ennobling' to
man • th ey know that th eir direct tendency
it to 'inspire the purest revere n ce of God ,
and the most lively asp i rations afte r holi-
ness • they feel them to be cheering in the
toti r 'of prosperity, and consolatory in the
moment of ad vers i ty ; that they elevate
the mind above the vicissitudes of life , avid
£11 the heart with peacefu l hope on the
approa ch of death .

It is thei r sincere and solemn conviction
that many doctri nes maintained by other
den ominati ons of Christians , if pursued
into all their  consequences, would prod uce
effects t otall y opposite to those professed
by the Unitarian Chri stian.  They indeed
rejoice in the conviction , that in numerous
instances such effects are not produced .
They love the p iety of many of their
bret hren and app laud their zeal. But they
are convinced that that zeal would burn
with a pu rer flame, and that piety g low
with a more divine ardour , were th ey with
earnestness and feeling' to embrace those
views of divine truth which the Unitarian
mai n tains . Unitarian Christians therefore
cannot but think and feel, that if they are
generous and benevolent and virtuous, it
is thei r imp e rati ve duty to disp lay this
pure system of truth and righ teousn ess
befo re the eyes of their fellow-christians ,
in its genuine and native li ght.

These are the reasons which have led
to trie fo rmation of The Lancashire and
Cheshire Unitarian Chris tian Association.
Its objects are to promote the honour of
God and llie happ iness of man. Its means
of produ cing- these great and good effects,those sanctioned by the Anoi n ted of the
Most Hi gh ; the sending' persons to and
ho that knowled ge may be increased ; and
rt* j ust ifi cation ( if any should be deemed
necessary) the solemn* and expressive lan-
guage of that g rea t Beibg*, who declared ,1 No man when he hath li ghted a candle,
P'Jt leih it in a secret p l ace, ne ither u ndera biisliel, b ut on a candlestick , that they
*l"ch come in may see the light."

Rules,
1. That it is a most desirable object toftr w and mai n ta i n  a regular correspond-w with the diff erent rel i gious societiesln Lancashire and Cheshire , wh ich arc

"! ™ on ^e common princi ples of the
*r'et uni ty of God , and of li is unive rsalIo?e to big creatures .

ada >i 1 
n° lliean$ appear to be better

the ¦ t0 acciwl P*«« h that object, than
thoBp

811
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111
-1011 °f a Generi11 Association of

uatel/ 8u >US societic>s> to 1>e held alter-
c*i«t  ̂1 Pja-ees in which.such societies

vot Bfl&itttaiQing' a correspondence

with each other through tbe medium of a
committee.

3. That such an Association is calcu-
lated not only to unite the societies them-
selves in a sp i rit of friendshi p most worthy
and illustrative of the Christian name, but
will also tend to check the progress of
infidelity , and will likewise afford an ex-
cellent opportun ity to exp lain to the pub-
lic the real princi ples avowed by Unitarian
Christians ; to expose the misrepresenta-
tions which ate circulated respecting them,
and to remove the unjust imputations too
frequentl y cast upon them by many of
their fellow-christians.

4. That a General Association of the
Unitarian Christians of Lancashire and
Cheshire be therefore established , to be
denominated " The Lancashire and Che-
shire Un itarian Chr istia n Association "

5. That the objects of this institut ion
are, 1. To promote and keep up an inter-
course and correspondence between the
different reli gious societies in Lancashire
and Chesh i re, which are united upon the
common princi ples of the strict unity of
God, and of his universal love to bis crea-
tures. -2. To co-operate with the (London)
Unitarian Fund , in promoting" the prin-
ci ples of Unitarian Christianity by means
of popular preachings by the emp loyment
of permanent missionaries in the two
cou nties ; by forming districts for preach -
ing aro u nd the populous towns-; by pro-
moting the interchange of ministers ; by
supp ly ing- those congregations which are
destitute of ministers ; and by the distri-
buti on of tracts in those places to which
the missionaries are sent.

6« That this Association shal l be sup-
ported by donations fro m the congrega-
tional Fellowshi p Funds, and by individual
subscri ptions .

7. That with a view to carry into effect
the objects of the Association , the different
Fellowshi p Fun dfe in the two counties are
requested to transmit to it a sum of money
annuall y, according to their respective
resources, to be placed at tlie disposed of
the A ssociation.

8. That every member of any Fellow-
shi p Fund connected with the Association ,
sha ll be considered a member of this As-
sociation , and his presence shal l entitle
him to vote.

9. That in every town and village in
Lancash i re and Cheshire where the1 13 are
any U ni tar i ans, t he friends be requested,
if they have not prev iousl y don n so, to
form themselves into societies, to he den o-
minated , u 7^e * Unitaria n
Fellowship Associa t ion Fund **

10. That the Secretaries of the respec-
tive Fellowship Funds l>e requested with
the ad vice and confirmation of the members,
before whom their reports must be previ-
ously read , to flend an annual account of

* . >
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FOR EIGN .
France .

A considerable emotion has been ex-
cited in Fra nce by a tumult occasioned
at Bbest , by the appearance of a compa ny
of Catholic missionarie s. [The chara cter
of these missionaries is given p. 701.] The
mob is said to have risen upon them , and
to h ave used them very harsh ly. Irreli -
gious cries aie also said to have proceeded
from the populace. The peop le of Brest
are hence accused in the Paris papers of
impiety . It is reporte d, as a fu rther in-
stance of their profanen ess, that when
Mademoiselle Georges appeared at the
Theatre of that town , all covered and
blazing* with d iamonds , some persons be-
gan to sing- the Adoremus y and this being-
ended , the canticle of Sur cet autcl , ah !
que vois J e paroitre /

i
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A Pari s corre spondent of ours says in a
letter of the 8th instant , ** The Jesuits are
busy here and throu ghout France. There
hav e been some tumults at Brest , in con-
sequence of the intole rant barbarism of
the missionaries . Their friends are as a
cipher against millions ; but th ere is no
miserable intri gue that is not at work for
them. —Llorenti has been depri ved of his
privilege of say ing mass at his parish
churc h, because of his books on the Inqui -
sition and the Concorda t ."

The Abb e Gre goire continues to excite
public attention . He has been prevented
from taking* his seat in the Chamber of
Deputies . But he will not voluntaril y be-
tra y his constituents . Befo re the decision
for his exclusion , he addressed to them
nn interesting - letter (Letire aux JE lecteurs
du Departement de I 1 Is ere J breathing
the pu re sp irit of liberty and the gospel.
He say s he goes to take his seat beside the
veteran of freedom , (La Fayette ,) who has
so gloriousl y defended it in both worlds .
The followin g passage we translat e as a
specimen of this Election-Address :—

l i  Relig ious Hatre d.—This expression ,
taken literal ly, is an absurd ity ; for it
connects ideas which are inca pable of
connexion. That hatred which murdere d
Catholics in I reland , an d Protestants in
the South of France , and which , beyond
th e Rh i ne , is now persecuting the childre n
of Israel , would seek in vain its justifi ca-
tion in the gospel -y would att empt in vain
to render the gospel the accom plice of
those crim es on which its maledi ction
falls. Religion has no other arms than
trut h to convince the mind , and chari ty to
«Lj ibdue the hea rt : we ar e deceived if, in-

N.

stead of cont emp lat ing rel igion in her own
form , we are resolve d to view her thro ugh
the hab its and conduct .of some of her mi-
n isters ,"—Pp. 10, 11.

A new periodical publication has ap-
peared at Paris , entitled Annales Prot es-
tantes : A Miscellany specially  devoted
to the Defence of the Reformed Religion.
B>y a Society of Protestants and of Men
of Letters. The firs t Numbe r , (for Octo ,
ber , 1819,) has been sent to us , and we
are happy to recommend this specimen of
the work , on account both of its talen ts
and spirit. The deluge of the Fren ch
Re volution is succeeded by a freshness
an d sweetness whjch are gratefu l to the
heart * The French have paid the price of
liberty and know its val ue .

preached at Dessau , are on the following
subjects : Concord , Causes of Unbelief ,
Re flections upon the new Year , Ch ar acter s
that distinguish the Peo ple of Israel , Va-
nity of earthl y Good , Trust in Divine Pro-
vidence .

German y.
A novel ty appeared last year at Dessau ,

a Selection (in 8vo.) of Sermons for  Isra -
elites (Auswah l njeh rere r pred igten , &c),
by G- Salomon. These Jewish Sermo ns ,

Hanover.
The Prince Regent of this king dom u in

consequ ence of the resol u tions passed by
the German Diet ,*' has issued an or dinance
su bje cting the press to a ri gorous censor -
shi p. How uniform is this hatred of
pr inces , and especiall y German prince s,
to the pr ess ! There woul d , we fear , he
sedition in th e answer to the question ,
wh y they hate it.

H OLfJLND .
M. Van der Palm , profrssor of orie ntal

literatur e in the University of Ley den ,
and minist e r of a conoieg-ation there , well
known by his volumes of excellent ser-
mons and his translation of Isaiah , has
annou nce d a l>f ew Dutch Version of the
Mible , an d in less than six months lias
rece ived more than two thousand sub-
scr ipt ions. The Firs t Part is publ ished
and is well rec eived . It consists of 276
pp. 4to . and contains the five Books of
Moses. The Version is accompanie d hy
short notes. M. Van der Pal m adopt s the
hypoth esis that Moses used in the compo-
sition of the Pentateuch , and especiall y
of th e book of Genesis , anc ient ori ginal
memoirs , p reserved by song's or some other
mean s in the patriarchal families.




