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Memotr of the late Dr. Cogan.

BT YHOMAS COGAN, of whom a
A portrait faces the present volume,
was born at Rowell, in Northampton-
shire, in 1736, of a respectable Dis-
senting family, who had beeu long
seated in that place. His father was
an apothecary of considerable reputa-
tion, who possessed a great fondness
for metaphysical studies,, and em-
ployed his leisure in publishing in
several pamphlets the result of: his
inquiries. The subject of this -me-
moir was placed under the -gare:of

Mr., afterwards Dr. Aikin, who Kept
a flourishing schoel at Kibworth, in

L.eicestershire; * ani the pupil always

spoke of the tutor ‘with .affectionatg

respect, and expressed regrat.that hg
had not longer enjoyed: his yalrable

instructions. He was accusfomed to - P
speak with peculiar pleasyre. df- the’

familiar theological lectires:which the

preceptor was in the habit of deliver-:
ing to his scholars on the Supday:
evening ; declaring, that ‘he .always

looked forward to them with delight,

and, though educated in the strictest

Calvinism, owed to them his first re-
ligious impressions. '
At fourteen years of age he left
school, and passed the two siicceeding
years under his father’s roof. His
views were now turned towards the

Christian ministry, and he entered the

Dissenting Academy, at Mile End, of
which Dr. Conder was the Divinity
Tutor; but being dissatisfied with the
conduct of the institution, he, with one
or two others, removed to the acade-
my at Hoxton. | o

Little is now known, even in his

N

* An iﬁteresting memoir of Dr. Aikin,
from the pen of Mr. Turner, was inserted
31 our VIi1Ith volume, pp. 161—172,
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himself of the University of Leyden,
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own family, of this period of his life.
From some of his manuscript sermons

" it-appeéars, that he was in Holland, in

1759, officiating as a preacher: it is
conjectured, that ‘he ‘'was assistant to
the Rgf v. Benjamin ‘Sowden, minister
of the English' Church, on the Dutch
establishment, at Rotterdam. -

.. We next trace him by his papers to
Southampton, where hé seems to have
exercised his ministry in the years

1762 and 1763. “The high tone of

opinions, held by the congregation
did not accord with his own state of
mind. .. Qn original sin and some
othér points, he was moré than sus-
pested ‘of heresy. ' The consequence
was, his withdrawment. "~~~
... He returned to Holland, with the
respect ‘of  being® junior minister

-1 ‘one “of the English ‘churches esta-

blished 'in 'that. country, ‘and for a
coinsiderable’ period. filled this situa-

h credit; but.for reasons

L e . e folf « b & T e v . ¢ s [ -
Which canpot at’ this distance of time

be fu‘l'l§ “z;_xs'é‘eft»?.ii;;éd,‘“ he at length de-
gqxjglipgaﬂ to quit the profession of di--
vinity for that of medicine. He was
subject "to pulmonary complaints,
which might alarm him for the con-
sequences of continuing fo exert
bimself as a public speaker. - He had,
always, besides, a strong inclination
to the medical profession, and whilst
he was minister at Southampton had
walked the hospitals in London. The
change was certainly not owing to
any dereliction of faith or decay of
religious feeling. | t

Before he commenced his new

studies he paid a short visit 0o En-

gland, where, after delivering a few
sermons with no small reputation, he
dropt the character of a preacher.
Returning to Holland, he -entere
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then the most celebrated  school of
medicine "in Europe.’' Having com-
pleted his course, he delivered for his
degree, a Thesis ¢ On the Influence of
the Passions in causing and healing
Diseases.” This inaugural disserta-
tion may be considered as the first
draught of his work on the Passions.
Having graduated, he began to
practise as a physician in Holland;
led, probably, to the choice of this
country for his residence by his having
obtained in marriage the daughter of
an opulent merchant, of the name of
Groen, of Amsterdam, with whom he
received a conmsiderable fortune. He
resided successively at Amsterdam,
Leyden and Rotterdam. His growing
reputation induced him to try his
profession in his own country, and he
accordingly came to London and took
up his abode in Paternoster-Row. He
devoted himself chiefly to midwifery,
in which he had, for some years, an
extensive practice. The severe duties
of his profession, and the confinement
of the metropolis brought on a liver
complaint; and in the year 1780, he
resigned his comnexion to Dr. John
Sims, who is still a practitioner in high
repute. |
While he was a physician in Lon-
don, Dr. Cogan had the satisfaction
and honour of being instrumental in
the establishment of the Royal Humane
Society. ‘Theidea of such an institu-
tion was first conceived in Holland,
where accidents by water are frequent.
In the year 1767, was formed at Am-
sterdam, a society, which offered pre-
miums to such as should save the life
of a citizen in danger of perishing by
water: it also proposed to publish the
methods of treatment, and to give an
account of the cases of recovery. The
first publication of these memoirs ex-
cited great and universal interest, and
in 1773, Dr. Cogan translated them
into English, ¢“in order to convince
the British public of the practicabi-
lity, in mauny instances, of recovering
persons who were apparently dead,
from drowning.  No sooner were they
translated, than they engaged the
humane and benevolent mind of Dr.
Hawes. His very soul was absorbed
with the animating hope of saving the
lives of his fellow-creatures: but, in
making the attempt, he had to en-
counter both with ridicule and oppo-

sition. The practicability of resusci-
tation was denied. He ascertained its
practicability, by advertising to re-
ward persous, who, between West-
minster and Loudon bridges, should,
within a certain time after the ac-
cident, rescue drowned persons from
the water, and bring them ashore to
places appointed for their reception,
where means might be used for their
recovery, and give immediate notice
to himx. Many lives were thus saved
by himself and other medical men;
which would otherwise have been
fost. For twelve months he paid

-the rewards in these cases; which

amounted to a cousiderable sum. Dr.
Cogan remonstrated with him on the
injury which his private fortune would
sustain froin a perseverance in these
expenses ; he therefore consented to
share them with the public. They
accordingly agreed to unite their
strength, and each of them to bring
sixteen friends to a meeting at the
Chapter Coffee-house, with the ex-
press intention of establishing a Hu-
mane Society in London: this- was
happily accomplished in -the summer
of 1774. The object of this Society
was then, like that at Amsterdam,
confined to the recovery of persons
who were apparently dead from
drowning.

“ For the first six years Dr. Cogan
prepared the Reports of the Soeiety
from yearto year; nor was Dr. Hawes
less attentive in aiding the designs and
promoting the views of this Instita-
tion.' *

The Royal Humane Society has,
since this period, grown to a pitch of
uscfulness and prosperity which its
wise aud benevolent projectors could
have scarcely hoped.t+ Whilst he
lived, Dr. Cogan took a lively interest
in its proceedings, and, when oppor-
tunity permitted, failed not to attend
the annual meetings, where he of all
others must have been gratified by
the procession of the persons restored
to life by the Society’s methods. By

-

>-—

* Annual Report of the Royal Humane
Society, 1818, pp. 2—4.

+ It 1s stated in the Monthly Magazine,
XIV. p. 136, thatin the period of ten years,
that is from 1774 to 1784, about three
thousand persons had been rescued by the
Socicety’s means from premature death.
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his will he bequeathed to his favourite
institution the sum' of one hundred
pounds.
justly remarked, will be a standing
monument of what may be accom-
plished by individual persevering ex-
ertions in the cause of humanity ; and
will transmit the names of Hawes and
Cogan to posterlty as benefactors to
‘'the human race.*

In 1780, Dr. Cogan again retired to
Hoelland, where he contmued enjoying
himself in literary and philosophical
pursuits, and contributing to. the en-
joyment of others by his amiable man-
ners and pleasant and instructive dis-
course, until the storm of the French
Revolution drove him back, for shel-
ter, to IEngland. During this last re-
sidence on the Continent, lhe had
‘visited Germany, and on his return to
this country he collected and revised
the notes which he made on his tour,
and published them in two Volumes
8vo., under the title of ‘¢ The Rhine.”
There are few more interesting books
of travels than this. The charm of the

work is, that the reader feels himself

to be a companion of the author’s, and
enters into his whole character; and
Dr. Cogan’s was a character that
could not be known without being
highly esteemed.

On his final settlement in England,
Dr. Cogan made Bath his first resi-
dence. Here he indulged his taste
for agriculture. He was an active
member of the West-of-England A gri-
cultural Society, and followed expe-
rimental farming with- so much suc-
cess on some land which he occupied
in the mneighbourhood of Bath, that
he obtained several of the Society’s
premiums. He continued this pursuit
in his subsequent removals to Clapton
and Woodford, and at the time of his
decease held a small farm in the vici-
nity of Southampton, to which he
used to retire occasionally from his
lodgings in London. Hisinclination
towards agriculture was not prompted
by the hope of gain; it was matter
*of taste; perhaps it was something
higher, for he had”so active a mind
that he could not be content without

some object before him, and his prin- .

cnples and feelmgs induced him to

% Annual Report of the Royal Hnmane
Socxety, 1818, p. 5. _ _ ’

The Society, as has been
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choose such ob ects as were useful to
mankind. Of farmmg, as a business,
he used to say that “it is never profi-
table, except the farmer drive the
plough, his wife be dair y-mald and the
children scarecrows.”

‘Whilst he lived at Bath, Dr. Co an
published, under the name of : A
Layman,” the well-known Letters to
Mr Wilberforce on Hereditary De-
pravity, in which he combats with
complete success this favourite tenet of
the pious senator. This pamphlet has

passed through several editions and

has, perhaps, contributed more than

any work ever published to coirect

dark views of human nature, aud con-

sequent despondency with regard to

the planscf Providence. It merits the

praise bestowed by Johnson on Bur.

net’s Life of Rochester: ¢ the critie
may read it for its elegance, the philo-

sopher for its arguments, and the saint

for its piety.*

During his residence at Bath, he
published, also, first the Philosophical
and then the Ethical Treatise on the
Passions, which were followed at long
intervals by three other volumes of
moral and theological Disquisitions;
forming together the complete system
of the author with regard to the cha-

-~ racter of the Creator, and the moral

constitution, duties and expectations
of man. In the philosophical part of
this extended work the arrangement
ts clear, the definitions correct and the
1llustrations happy; in the ethical it 1s
proved that virtue and happiness are
identical; and in the theological the
Jewish and Christian revelations are
fully vindicated, and are shewn to be
means by which the universal Father
is educating his children for final hap-
piness and glory. But excellent as
these volumes are, they would proba-
bly have been more useful if they had
been published as distinct works, and

#* The writer once heard Dr. Cogan re-
late that a popular and eloquent Calvinistic
minister, on being asked his opinion of the
Layman s Letters, made this declaration :—
“ I would not undertake to refute all the
author’s arguments, but I have this one
answer to make to them all, God owns our
way of preaching.” Is not this equal to
saying, that the preacher who has the
largest auditory has the surest evulence of
being in theright?
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if the latest of them had been an-
nounced under somewhat different
titles. But an author must be allowed
to choose his own plan of writing;

and in Dr. Cogan’s mind all troth
resolved itself mto one idea, the moral
perfection of God, including by ne-
cessary consequence the happmcss of
all his creatures. He had once pro-
posed to himself to enlarge and repub-
lish his letters to Mr. \Vilberforce as
a part of the series; with which he de-
clared that his design would be com-
plete. The last work that he actu-
ally published, the Ethical Questions,
which made its appearance 1 1817, is

evidently a continuation of his sub-

ject; and though he seems to soar mto

the region of metaphysics, he never .

leaves in reality his favourite province
of morals.*

Thus employed, Dr. Cogan scarcely
felt the advances of old age.
friends found him the same instructive
and pleasing companion that be had
ever been, and indulged themselves
with the hope of enjoying his valuable
society for years to come. But there
18 an ¢¢ appointed time for man upon
the earth.” On the last day of the
year 1817, he had walked in a very
thick fog from his lodgings in Hen-
rietta Street, Covent Garden, to visit
a friend in St. Mary Axe, which
brought on a cough more than usually
tronblesome; indisposition ensued ; and
with a presentiment that he should
not recover, he went on Saturday,
January 24th, to his brother's, the
Rev. L. Cogan, at Walthamstow,
where he expired an Monday, the
2d of Pebluar), in the 82d year of
his age.

The following account of his death
was drawn up by one best fitted by
situation and character to describe
justly the dignified scene :

“ Many know how he lived, and
some may wish to know how he died.
For the gratification of such a wish,
the following brief sketch is intended:

“ The closing scene of his life, by

o

* The Ethical Questions are reviewed in
our XIIth Vol. pp. 226—236 ; and in Vol.
- X1II. pp. 18—20, there is a letter of Dr.
Cogan’s upon the subject of the review.
By a pelancholy coincidence, the number

‘containing this letter did not appear till the
" day of his death. See the obituary of the
next No., XIIL p. 142.

animation, * Why

His
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‘which I mean the last few days of
his illness, exhibited a spectacle such
as has not often been witnessed. The
vigour of mind whieh he displayed
in his reflections on any subject that
came before him, the vivacity with
which he made his remarks on the
occurrences of the moment, and the
dignified composure with which he
lovked forward to the change which
he prononuced to be approaching,
excited the wounder of all who saw
him, and frequently prompted the
involuntary exclamation, What an ex-
traordinary man!

““ When he first gave up all expec-
tation of a recovery, he said with
should I wish to
recover? [ should ounly have all this
to endure again. I have liad a long
and a happy life, and I ought to de-
part contented. -And I have many
reasons for considering this as the
fittest time for me to die, though 1
cannot look forward to death alto—
getheer without a feeling of awe. I have
a firm confidence in the goodness of
God; and though I may deserve more
of chastisement than I have had in
this life, I have no fear whatever for
the final result.’

¢ On one occasion he said, ¢1 shall
not die triumphantly, but 1 shall die
happily ;> on another, < The nearer 1
advance to the grave, the brighter are
my prospects.’

““ When speaking on the subject
of religion, he dwelt chiefly on the
benevoleuce of the Deity, expressing
his persuasion of the final happiness
of all mankind, and his decided con-
viction of the falsehood of the Cal-
vinistic system. One ofthe last things
that he said to me (after having com-
mented at some length on a part of
the i15th chapter of the first epistle
to the Corinthians) was verbatim as
follows: ¢ When 1 could not sleep
last mnight, I was reflecting on the
aﬁ'e('tmg parable of the prodigal son,
which 1s so beauhfu"y, so beantifully,
told. Whereis your vindictive justice
here? Where is your personal re-
sentment® [le probably wonld have
proceeded, but was fatigued with
speaking. About twelve hours before
his decease, he dictated three letters
with a solemnity and dignity of man-
ner which none who were present
will ever forget. A short paragraph
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from one -of them will well depict
the general frame of his mind on the
prospect of dissolution.

«¢ The solemn moment is at length
arrived. 1 look forward to it with
awe, but by no means without hope.
The views of Christianity which [
have long entertained have afforded
the rule of my life, and will be my
consolation in the hour of death.’

¢ He had for some years expressed
his wish that his dismission might be
easy, or in his own words, that he
might be let gently down. His wish
was granted. After bhaving taken
some refreshment with consxderable
relish, he caught hold of the servant’s
arm, and closed.a long, honourable
and useful life, without a struggle or
a groan.”

-Dr, Cogan’s ¢ mental constitution
was smgu]ar]y happy. He viewed
every thing 'in the most favourable
light, and contrived to extract some-
thing of satisfaction from those little
vexations which discompose and irri-
tate ordinary minds. Qualities’ were
combined in him which do not often
exist in union. Though his vivacity
enlivened all who enjoyed his society,
he invariably pronounced gravity to
be his character, saying, that through
life he had been grave for himself, and
cheerful for his friends. His wit,
which remained with him to the last,
was so chastened by a natural sweet-
ness of temper, that it was never
exercised to give pain to any human
creature, and his playfuluness, which
might have appeared inconsistent with
habits of sober thought, was the ebul-
lition of the moment, which imme-
diately left his mind at liberty to
collect its energies for serious reflec-
tion. Reflection indeed was his fa-
vourite occupation, as his writings
seem sufficiently to testify. And the
subjects on which he reflected most,
because they appeared to him to be
most closely connected with human
happiness, were morals and religion.
And the moral principles which it
was the chief object of his literary
labours to inculcate, had a constant
influence on his own mind, and in
their practical effect
general tenor of his life.”

It may be truly said that benevo-
lence was the habitual affection of his
mind. ' Of this a signal proof has been

pervaded the

already recorded; and many équally

“decisive proofs mlght be adduced from:

his private Yife. He professed to love
his species, and knew it to be the first
ambition of his life te promote their
welfare.* To his latest moment he
was emyloyed in a scheme for the be-
nefit of one of his relatives, concern-
ing which he said with great emphasis ;
that if he succeeded, he shoul ﬁnzs]z
well |

As a writer Dr. Cogan occupies a
middle, but truly respectable rank,
His style is unpretending ; sometimes
it is adorned with the simple graces;"
and examples might be pointed out of
passages where the fervor of his mind
has raised him to a strain of rich and
powerfual eloquence.

His frequent residence on the Cou-
tinent, where the French is a sort of
universal language, led him into a
familiarity with all the more éminent
writers of that tongue. The cele-
brated French preachers were his fa-
vourite authors: their onction was
congenial with his own taste.
~ He seems not to have consulted
profit in his publications. He has
allowed more than one cheap edition
of his most popular work, the Letters
to Wilberforce, to be printed for the
use of the Unitarian Book Societies.
[The Editor regrets that the remainder

of this Memoir must be deferred tall
the next Number.)

| e
Tribute to the Memory of the late
Mr. G. W. Meadley
SIR,
N the concluding Number of your
former Volume, [ XIII. 77..,,] you
have noticed the death of your late
occasional Correspondent, my very
worthy friend, Mr. G. W. Meadley.
1t will, probably, be interesting to
many of your readers to peruse, in the
mean time, the following tribute to
his memory, delivered on the Sunday
evening after his funeral, by the re-
spectable persont who usually con-

* These are his own words, in the Pre-
face, p. xxiii. of the 2nd Volume on the
Passions.

+ Mr. Tumomas Grauam, shoemaker.
We copy, for the sake as well of example
as of mformauon, the short account of this
society, inserted in a *¢ Historical and De-
scriptive View of Sunderland and the Two
Wearmouths,”” now publishing in numbers,
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* ducts the worship of a small society of and by whose‘ permission I transmit

Unitarian Christians in Sunderland ;

and the rather, as it was furnished to the
work by Mr. Meadley. ¢ In an age of
free inquiry, when the legislature has
judiciously repealed those intolerant laws,
by which Unitarians were exposed to pains
and penalties for exercising the inalienable
right of private judgment in the interpre-
tation of the Seriptures, it might naturally
be expected that some pregress would be
made among the inhabitants of this neigh-
bourhood, to ascertain the proper object of
religious worship, and the unequivocal
doctrines of divine revelation. Accord-
ingly several péersons who, in the course of
their inquiries, had successively imbibed
those views of Christianity which, though
sanctioned by the authority of Lardner,
Jebh and DPriestley, have frequently been
confounded with an express denial of the
authority of Scripture, began to meet In
their own houses for religious worship and
discussion. Their numbers increasing,
they, in the autumn of 1814, took and
registered for public service, at the Micha-
elmas Quarter Sessions, a large room in
Maling’s Rigg, formerly occupied as a
Freemasons’ Lodge.

¢ They believe in the sole Deity and
Supremacy of God the Father, whom alone
they regard as the¢ proper object of reli-
gious worship, to the exclusion of every
other person, being, mode or distinction
whatsoever. Confessing Jesus Christ to
be the Saviour of the world, they consider
him to be the messenger, son and servant
of God, acting by Divine appointment,
but essentially inferior to the Father, and
as such, not entitled to religious worship.
~Agreeing in these fundamental principles
respecting God and Christ, they allow no
minor difference of opinion, in matters not
essential to Christian love and morality, to
disturb their union. They believe also in
the duty and efficacy of repentance to ob-
tain the forgiveness of sins from the free
and unpurchased grace of God ; and incul-
cate a constant obedience to the precepts
of the gospel, as indispensable to insure a
good conscience, and a well-grounded
hope in the Divine mercy. And in conunon
with their fellow-christians of every deno-
mination, they believe in the resurrection
of the dead and in a future judgment,
when all men will be rewarded or punished
according to their deeds. The govern-
ment of this small society is independent
and mot having at present a regular mi-
nister, the members conduct the worship
among themselves. They profess open
communion, and cultivate charity with all

men.”” Pp.256—8.

it to you. -
| V. F.

After the usual services of the even-
ing, December 6, 1818,

¢« My friends, permit me to address
you on a mournful subject, in which
I have no doubt but you will, equally
with myself, feel interested. The

“death of our friend George Wilson

Meadley has filled us with sorrow:
let us hope, however, that our loss in
such a friend is his gain. |

<¢ It would be wanting in us, who
had opportunities of knowing his sen-
timents of Christianity, and were eye-
wigtnesses of his conduct, were we to
be silent, when so many of his highly
respectable friends have so hand-
somely expressed their respect for his
memory, and borne testimony to his
public and private worth : more espe-
cially as there are not wanting those,
who, although they give him credit
for his general knowledge and literary
attainments, more than call in ques-
tion his religious opinions.

“To such I say, ¢ judge nothing
before the time; and for my own
part, having had an intimate acquain-
tance with him for upwards of five
years, during which time 1 freely
acknowledge that, although the prin-
cipal religious opinions which I now
hold were formed previous to our
acquaintance, yet to him I am deeply
indebted for my more extended reli-
gious knowledge; and shall (while I
thank my heavenly Father for the
helps [ have received from him) cherish
to the latest period of my mortal ex-
istence, that regard for his memory
which, as a truly amiable man and
sincere Christian, 1 think it deserves.

“ Although, under such circum-
stances, it may naturally be supposed
I am partial to my religious friend,
yet upon the present occasion 1 shall
endeavour to divest myself of it; and
give you a faithfal account of his
leading views on the doctrines of
Christianity,  in connexion with his
conduct and general Christian cha-
racter. |

¢ I have no certain data as to his
entire secession from the Established
Church; 1suppose it might take place
about ten or twelve years ago; prin-
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cipally on account of the doctrine and
worship of the Trinity. As he with-
drew peaceably, and perhaps withouat
publicly, at that time, giving his rea-
sons, this excited suspicion in the
religious world, and he was considered
by many as verging towards Déism ;
than which nothing could be more
false. For, though he seceded from
the Church, it was with deep regret,
and in despair of any sufficient refor-
mation in these important points being
effected. His secession was strictly
conscientious and decided ; for he
could no longer allow himself to coun-
.tenance, even by his presence, what
in his conscience he thought wrong. .

“ Yet he always spoke respectfully
of Church-people; and not only lived
on terms of intimacy with many of
them, but seemed to cherish towards
them, and especially towards many of
their worthy and enlightened ministers,
the sincerest esteem; and often re-
gretted that the bill of the Petitioning
Clergy in 1772 had been rejected by
the then Parliament ; which, by this
time, he considered would have pro-
duced the best effects.

‘¢ "Having commenced Dissenter
upon principle, he appears to have be-
come the friend and correspondent of
many eminent characters amongthem :
not to mention others, the late Dr.
Disney, the present Mr. Belsham, of
Iissex Street, and Mr. Turner, of New-
castle, by whom he was recommended
to, and became acquainted with our
society in its infancy. He immedi-
ately introduced himself to us, and,
with bis usual frankness, avowed his
sentiments.  Such of you as were
then united with me in our present
views, will recollect the valuable and
useful religions books which he gene-
rously gave for the use of the society,
besides makiug us welcome to the use
of any books in his own valuable
library.

“ From our first religious acquain-
tance he took a decided part and
interest in this society : he appeared
to enjoy the satisfaction of having a
few with whom he could freely con-
verse and cordially unite, on that im-
portant subject. And although, since
our public meeting, we cannot say
more than that he was an occasional
attendant, yet we have the satisfac-
tion to know that he approved in

general of our proceedings, and did
not give his countenance to any other
society in these towns. -

‘“ 1t may be expected that I should
candidly state the reasons (that have
comie within my knowledge) why his
attendance in this place was not more
constant. Whether he was correct

“or not in this point of deviation, I

hold it proper that every man’s reli-
gious liberty should be respected, add
that he should ¢ be fully persuaded:in
his own mind,’ for ¢ to his own Master
he standeth or falleth; and I trust
that we are the last people .in the
world to advance the claim of infalli-
bility. After his secession from the
Church, he, with such persons of the
family as were at home, attended
to religious worship, and I believe
used the Reformed Book of Common
Prayer. While this practice shews a-
mind imbued with a just sense of
religion, it forcibly reminds me of the
similar course we chose on our own
first departuve from the popular Dis-
senters: and such of us as have en-
joyed the satisfaction arising from such
a practice, will know that it is not
easily foregone, even for the sake of
the more public services of religion.
In this practice, 1 have reason to be-
lieve, he continued to persevere to
the last. '

¢¢ Another reason existed, which,
in our circumstances, was insurmoun-
table. I believe his mind was not
fully made up as to the propriety of
uneducated persons, and persons in
business, conducting public worship,
and the services of religion; which,
considering his own attainments, and
allowing a little for the prejudices of
others, was natural: but in this he
was not tenacious. As to ourselves,
we are friendly to education, and have
no objection to the ministry of edu-
cated men, when and where it can be
afforded : yet we by no means con-
sider their services as indispensable ;
as it is notorious that such men were
not solely, not generally, employed
by the highest authority, to call men

at first to embrace and obey the

Christian religion: why, then, should
they be cousidered as indispensable
now, when it is firmly founded in the
world ? » | ‘

« Having stated the only point of -
deviation with our friend, which, per-
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haps, is but an act of justice to his
character, I shall now proceed to state
in what we were agreed :—generally
speaking, in all the fundamental doc-
trines and essential principles of the

ospel of Christ. To use his words,
in his excellent Letters to the Bishop
of St. David's, wherein he not only
defends his secession, but contends
with his usual ability for the right (as
he considered it the duty) of every
Christian, to inquire freely and fully
into the meaning of the Seriptures,
and remonstrates with his Lordship
on the impropriety of persons being
exposed .to those penalties and disa-
bilities, ‘the loss of which, by the re-
peal of the persecuting laws respecting
Unitarians, his Lordship deplored
and contended ought to be revived.
* The existence of one God, by whom
all things were created; the divine
mission, death and consequent resur-
rection of Christ ; the divine autho-
rity of his precepts, revealed in the
gospel ; and the hope of 1mmortallty
. in the resurrection of the dead.” These
opinions, together with considering
the Father as the sole object of reli-
gious worship, and his free, unpur-
chased grace to the penitent, and the
necessity of personal obedience to the
precepts of the gospel, as indispen-
~ sable to insure a good conscience, and

a well-grounded hope in the Divine
mercy ; and a future state of rewards
and punishments according to the
deeds of men in the present life.

“ While he defended these opinions,
with a demonstration seldom equalled,
he could also offer the best reasons
why men should live in charity and
good-will. For, not to mention his
political opinions, he had the most
“enlarged views of religious liberty ;
and, from the increasing liberality of
the timbes, confidently anticipated the
destruction of every species of into-
Ierance and persecution ; for, as he
used to say, what has genuine Chris-
tiamity to fear from its enemies? And
if it had, the means taken to support.
‘it are by no means suitable to its
spirit and . character, which enjoins
upon its followers, to do unte all men
as they wish others should do towards
them.

- ¢« These enlightened views of the
Churistian religion saved him from the

baneful influence of. vulgar errors.
His ideas of . the Divine character
and government were most extensive
and exalted ; and while he was nei-
ther enthusiast nor fanatic, yet his
religious views were to him a fund of
happiness and pleasure, which, added
to the natural cheerfulness of his
temper, gave a cheerful and agreeable
turn to his conversation, a quality sel-
dom combined with the character of
studious men.

‘' To these remarks I shall only add
his golden rule in ascertaining reli-
gious truth : <« What is clearly and ex-
plicitly taught in the Scriptures, or is
the plain and undoubted inference
therefrom, ought to be considered as
the fundamental principle and ground
of interpretation for that which is less
explicit or more difficult.” For, as he
used to say, ¢ no religious opinion
should contradict the general current
of the Scriptures.’

“ With respect to the social and
relative duties, the public respect, in
addition to what I have stated, bears
ample testimony to the one, and his
attention to his mother and. sisters,
their union and felicity, sufficiently
speak the other. They- will severely
feel his loss. We can enly offer our
sin¢ere condolence, and pray the God
of all consolation to support them
under this bereavement. And we
hope it will be no small alleviation
of their affliction, that his mortal
career, though short, was with credit
and honour.

¢ 1 have thus stated a few parti-
culars respecting the religious course
of this excellent man. It rémains for
us to shew the same manly and de-
cided character. Let our minds be
free to the impressions of truth, and
eagerly seek for it. When found, let
us honestly confess it, and dissent upon
principle: at the same time forgetting
not to cultivate Christian charity to- -
wards those who differ from us, as
well as amongst ourselves. Pursuing
this path, let us strive to perfect the
‘Christian character, and cherish the
hope that, at another day, according
to the promises of the gospel, all the

good and virtuous of every nation and
sect shall be re-united in a holy, bappy
and immortal state, where separation
will be no more."

0—%/
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BETWE EN LOCKE AND

LIMBORCH, TRANSLATED,

WITH HISTORICAL NOTES.
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Clapton,
Sir, January 10, 1819.
SEND you a continuation of the

translation of Locke and Lim-
borch's letters. Some of those which
will probably appear in your present
Volume, contain profound discussions
of metaphysical questions; on which
a translator is in no small danger of
sometimes misunderstanding his ori-
ginal. Should any of your Corre-
spondents detect such' mistakes, I
shall be obliged by their seading you

their corrections.
| J. T. RUTT.

The Corresnondence between Locke anrd
Linboreh, 1685—1704.

(Contmued from p. 675, Vol. XI1I1.)

| No. 34.
« Amsterdam, Oct. 8, 1697.

Philip & Limborch to John Locke
My worTHY FRIEND,
WROTE you, in March ]ast a
very long letter.  During the
summer | have conversed with some
of our principal [literati, on various
toptcs. Among these the conver-
sation turned on the Treatise, * of
which you have already received my
opxmon They all highly conmimended
One, indeed, was dlssatnsﬁed with
the title, as not commensurate to the
dignity of the subject. Ile said, that
the Author had pursued a different
course to that of most writers, who
gave magnificent names to works of
little importance. Ile, on the con-
trary, had prefixed a very anassuming
title to a book of weighty argument.
Yet, surely, the title should rather
corréspond to the importance of the
work, that it may Invite a perusal.
Another person (the same who for-
merly introduced to you, our Slade,
this | bint only to yourself) said th:t
he bad read that Treatise twice. Lle
praised it highly, and declared that
the .Author had satisfactorily proved,
what was the prineipal argument of
his book —the design of the Christian
Revelation. He onlty wished,. that in-

» Reas’onableness of Chrzstzamty See
Vol. XIIIL. pp- 610, 612, C

VOLQ XIV-

‘which they regard as highly

judgment.

stead of controverting, in the Iutro-
duction, the vulgar notion of Original
Sin, he bhad left that opinion un-
touched, or at least not made it - so
prominent, in his Treatise. For now
many who are strongly attached to

‘that doctrine, stumble ail tie thresh-

hold, before they reach the main ar-
gument of the book. They, indeed,
entertain such. prejudices against the
Authoyr that they cannot read, with
the calm consideration 1equ1red his
further arguments, and thus become
hostile. Their good-will should rather
have been conuhated that they might
have come with an unbiassed judgment

to consider an opinion, which, however

yet little accords with the sen-
These

true,
timents of most theologians.

generally desire to add something of

their own to the Christian faith, which
they regard as the exclusive property
of their party. To disabuse them of
this error, 1t is mnecessary to allare
them, instead of alienating their minds
by at once proposing some dogma,
dlbpu-
table. 1 freely tell you what passed
on this subject. /

Qur discourse, as frequently hap-
pens, furned on other topics ; among
the rest, by what arguments the unity
of God could be most satisfactorily
established. That eminent person,
whom 1 last mentioned, declared that
he wished to see some irrefragable
arguments, by which 1t might be
proved that an etcrunal, seif emsfent
and all-perfect Being, can be only one.
He wished to sec bomethmg in the
manner of Hugo Grotius, in his first
book * on the Truth of the Christian
Religion ; adding, that he bhad heard
of a French translation + of your
Essay on the Hwman Understanding,
which he wished very much to see,
as he had a great Opinion of your
He inquired of me, whe-
ther in that Iissay you had established

3

* Sect. i1i. Dewm esse wnum.

+ This was afterwards executed, under
the Author’s inspection, by Coste, and
will be further noticed in this correspou-
dence,
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the Unity of a self-existent Being. 1
confessed my ignorance, as I had never
read the Essay, being unacquainted
with the language in which it is writ-
ten. He then desired me seriously to
urge you, if the question has not been
considered in your Essay, to enlarge
it, by introducing that subject, and
firmly establishing the Unity of an
independent Being, (Entis indepen-
dentis). It seems manifest that an
independent Being, comprehending in
himself all perfection, can be only one ;
yet he wished to have this so fully
proved as to exhaust the argument.
Within the last three days he in-
quired if I had written to you, and
what answer I had received. 1 did

not think him so much in earnest,

but seeing how he has the affair at
heart, 1 can no longer defer writing.
I therefore request, if your engage-
ments will allow, that you send me
an apswer which he can read.* Your
letter should be so managed that he
may not suspect my having given you
his name. You can answer, as if 1
had written to you, that some learned
persons discussing this subject, one of
them, who much esteemed you, wished
to know your opinion, and desired
that you wonld consider it in your
Essay on the Human Understanding.
You see how plainly 1 deal with you,
and what I venture to expect from
your friendship.

- I was lately at the Hague, and vi-
sited the most Honourable the Farl
of Pembroke, with whom 1 had an
hour’s conversation on various topics,
some of them theological. 1 greatly
admire to see a man of such high rank
so attentive to religion. IHis conver-
sation was indeed so interesting, that
I scemed scarcely to have passed half
an hour with him, when, on taking
leave, I found that a whole hour had
elapsed. ¥ 1 pray for that most ex-

—— e

* This request produced the following
letter, written 1n French :

4+ Itis surprising that this nobleman, of
whose intellectual attainments Mr. Locke,
in his Dedication of the Fssay, i 1689,
had taught the public to form so high an
estimate, should now be remembered only
by that Dedication, and his place, which
the accident of hirth. has given him, in the
peerage. The Author of the Essay was
careful not Lo think of himself more highly
than he ought to think; but it may be

T'he Correspondence between Locke and Limborch, translated.

cellent man, a long-extended life, that
he may prosperously administer the
affairs of the kingdom of England;*
and for you, uninterrupted health, that
you may communicate your thoughts
to the learned world.

Farewell, most worthy friend ; make
my best wishes acceptable to Lady
Masham. My wife and daughter
present their respects. |

Yours, affectionately,

P. a LIMBORCH.

No. 85.

John Locke to Philip & Limborch.
(Lettre de M. Locke a M. Limborch.)

London, Oct. 29, 1697.
~ SiIn, -
IF my name has been mentioned

to those learned persons with whom

you sometimes converse, and if they
condescénd to speak of my writings,
in your conversations, I owe the fa-
vour entirely to yoil. The good opi-
nion which you entertain of one,
whom you have honoured with your
friendship, has prejudiced them in my
favour. |

I wish that my Essay on the Under-
standing were written in a language

P

reasonably doubted, whether he was equally
solicitous ¢o think soberly in comparing
himself with his neble patron. Who can
forbear to smile, or rather to blush, for
man at his best estate, when Jokhn Locke
condescends to remind, or rather to inform,
the Earl of Pembroke, of his Lordship’s
“ large and comprehensive discoveries of
traths, hitherto unknown ;’> and when the
FEssay orn Human Understanding is de-
scribed by its Author as a present, ¢¢ just
such as the poor manmakes to his rich and
great neighbour, by*whom the basket of
flowers or fruit is not ill taken, though he
has more plenty of bis own growth, and
in much greater perfection 3’ or as one of
those ¢¢ worthless things’ which ¢ receive
a value, when they are made the offerings
of respect, esteem and gratitude’>? Even
Myr. Locke could scarcely fail tc become a
contributor to what would be an amusing
and not uninstructive work, a critical
history of Episties Dedicatory.

* The Earl of Pembroke was now Am-
bassador extraordinary to the States Ge-
neral. He afterwards filled several con-
siderable posts in Eungland, became Lord
Lieutenant -of Ireland, and immediately
preceded Prince George of Denmark, as
Lord Migh Admiral. The Earl died in
1733.
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with which those excellent men are
acquainted; for by the correct and
candid judgment which they would
form of my work, I might determine
what was true, what erroneous, and
what tolerable. It is now seven years
since that book was published. The
first and the second editions had the
good fortune to be, in general, fa-
vourably received. 'The last edition
has not fared so well. After a silence
of five or six years, I know not what
faults are discovered which were not
perceived before; and what is sin-
gular, subjects of religious contro-
versy are found in that work, where
I only designed to treat questions of
speculative philosophy. [ have de-
termined to make some additions, a
jarge part of which is already pre-
pared. These will appear in their
proper places in the fourth edition,
which the bookseller intends to pub-
lish. 1 shall also readily satisfy your
wish, or that of any of your friends,
by inserting the proofs of the Unity
of God, which present themselves to
my mind; for L am inclined to be-
lieve that the Unity of God may be
as clearly demonstrated as his exist-
ence, and that it may be established
on evidence completely satisfactory.
But I love peace, and there are so
many in the world who love clamour
and vain controversies, that I doubt
whether I ought to supply them with
new subjects of dispute.

The remarks you send me, which
those learned persons made upon 7'he
Reasonableness of Christianity, &c.,
are doubtless very just, and it is cer-
tain that many readers have been
shocked at some opinions which they
met with, at the beginning of the
book, and which, by no means, accord
with the doctrines commonly received.
But on this subject I must refer those
gentlemen to the Two Defences of his
work, which the Author has put
forth. * For having published that
small volume, as he says himself, prin-
cipally with a design of convincing
thosé who doubt the truth of Chris-
tianity, he was led, unavoidably, to
treat those subjects; for to render his
boek useful to Deists, he could not

pass over in silence those articles on

which they insist, whenever they

—— bt

Ty

* 'See"lfol. XI11I. PP 671, 672, .No_te.
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examine the truth of the Christian
Religian.
| 1 am, Sir,
Your very humble and most
obedient Servant,
J. LOCKE.

[The above was in Frevch : what

Jfollows, in Latin.] -
My worTny FrienD,

BE not surprised that I answer in
French your very acceptable Latin
letter of the 8th of this month. I
might plead a number of engagements,
which have denied me much leisure,
and my want of practice in the Latin
tongue, which forbids my writing
with expedition. But I learn from
yours that this letter of mine will be
read or shewn to others, and I cannot
venture to subject my negligent style
to the censure of such judges. TFor,
whatever your candid, friendly con-
sideration always accepts from me,
with others it might create disgust,

- or, at least, a weariness, not easily

excused. I therefore wrote what I
had to say, rapidly, in my own lan-
guage, and employed a Frenchman to
render it into his. | |

Since the controversy has com-
menced between me and the Bishop
of Worcester, (who was indeed the
aggressor,) the Reverend gownsmen
(gens theologorum togata) -are mar-
veélously excited against my book, and
that Essay, which was hitherto ap-.
proved, is now at length discovered,
by the pious care of these Doctors, to
abound with errors, or at least to con-
tain a hiding-place for errors, and the
very grounds of scepticism.

Respecting the Unity of God, I
confess that the arguments of Grotius,
in the place you cite, are not quite
satisfactory.® Can you suppose that
any one who ackrowledges a God,
can possibly doubt that his Deity is
one? | indeed never doubted this;
yet 1 confess that it appears to me,
on reflection, that the mind must be
somewhat elevated, and separated
from the common method of philo-
sophizing, to prove this, philosophi-
.cally, or, if 1 may so speak, physically;
but I say this only to you. |

My kindest regards 1o your

Ndear
wife and children. |

* See Le Clerc’s Notes on Sect. iii.‘, Ed.
Hage Comitisy, 1734, pp. 8, 9. ‘ o
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‘ - No. 36.

thlzp & Limborch to John Locke
[ No Date. ]
My wWoRTHY FRIEND,

I DULY received your very ac-
ceptable Ietter of 29th October, and
read it to that eminent person whose
request I communicated to you. The
subject on which he proposed the
inquiry seems scarcely possible-to be
questioned by any sound mind, for
the notion of Deity involves unity,
nor allows us to imagine it commu-
nicable to several. Wherefore, in my
judgment, no one who attentively con-
siders what we mean by the term
God, can possibly maintain the notion
of a plurality of Gods. Yet as we see
it maintained by the Heathens, with
whom we cannot argue from the au-
thority of Scripture, they must be
convinced by considerations deduced
from nature. Wherefore that eminent
person wishes to see arguments. of
that description, by which it may be
clearly demonstrated that a Being,
mdependent and perfect, can be but
one. 'The Unity of the Divine Es-
sence being once firmly established,

it becomes an easy task thence to de-

duce all the Divine attributes, and our
duty towards God and our neighbour.

' He says that Descartes has not
proved the Unity, but assumed it.
He once drew up a demonstration for
himself, but says it was too subtle;
and because he defers much to your

judgment, he earnestly desires to see

your arguments. When I read your
letter to him he rejoiced, because you
say that you can do what he requires,
and now he is more importunate than
ever to have your thoughts on the
subject. |
eis sorry to find you dragged into
~a controversy, and suspects that you
may be averse to publish your opi-

nions, lest undesignedly you should

afford an occasion for new debates and
insinuations. He requests that you
would write to me privately, under
the assurance of secrecy; as he has no
wish to divulge your sentiments, but
on:fy asks them for his own instruction

confirmation in the truth, Be-
sides himself and two intimate friends

of 'mine, who took part in our first

conversation, M. de Harla ge, Advo-
cate of the Dutch -Ex{ equer, and
M. Advocate Vian den Bfide«Hesides
these 1 shall cottimnnicate what you

>

“ately

The Correspondence between Locke and Hmbbrck, translated.

write to no human being, unless, per-

. haps, you will allow me to read it te-

Mr. Le Clerc, which may be as you
please, for he is at present quite igno-.
rant of my correspondence with you
on these subjects. . By compliance
with the request of that emineiit per-
sou, you will highly gratify hime ; and
as your paper will be communicated
only to avery few confidential friends,
to none of whom [ shall give a copysx

it cannot come abread. That 1l may

more peremptorily deny a copy, 1 wish
you would lay that restraint upon me,
strictly, in your letter. I am unwil- -
ling that you should become still
more suspected by the gownsmen
(genti togate) of encouraging scepti-
cism. Many of these, 1 Lave no doubt,
are ready, eagerly, to bestow applause
or cepsure, however undeserved, un-
der the guidance of another’s judg-
ment, just as a log is moved by
powers not its own. |
Wheun I read your letter, a pleasant:
story of T homas Move, in his: Utopia,
occurred to me. He says, that when
Raphael Hyth]oday learnedly dis-
coursed concerning the Republic,*.
before the Cardinal [Mortou] Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, acertain learned
lawyer, by shaking his head and dis-
torting his countenance, expressed an
entire disapprobation of all he said.

-The whole company, treading in the

steps of the learned lawyer, presently
avowed the same opinion. But when
the Cardinal declared his concurrence
with Hythloday’s opinion, immedi-
they who had despised it, whom
uttered by him, now bestowed on it
their highest commendations. ¥ - Such.
has been the fate of your Essay. It
was received for six years with ge-
neral approbation, till a bishop of
great name appeared against it, when
it was discovered to abound in €rrors,
and to contain the secret springs of
scepticism. Fhus the common herd
of theologues rely not on thieir own,

* It 1s the passage in which Sir Themas
More, under the disguise of his Utopia,
declired ag ainst the sanguinary complexion,
of his country s criminal law, which three
centuries of civilization have only served’
to aggravate. More is’ supposed to have:
written the Utopia about 15168, whils he
WAas. under—shenﬂ of Lendon.  See Dr.

‘Warner’s edition, 1758, 4duer and p 27

1+ Toid:p. 505
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but on anothers understanding. - But
your paper shall never be exposed to
the judgmeat of such persons.

I blush when you plead in excuse
for delay your want of sufficient readi-
ness in thre Latin tongue: what, then,
I ask myself, must be your judgment
of me, whose style, compared with
yoars, is so uncouth? . All your let-
ters, even though written in haste, are
not only pure and terse, but also lively
and elegant. If such- displease you,
I can easily determine what opinion
you must have of mine. Yet relying
on your friendship, I freely write to
you whatever comes uppermost ; still
assured of your kindness which can
overlook my defects. But if, in fu-
ture, yon continue to offer such an
apology, 1 shall be still more timid
in writing to you. So you perceive
that such an excuse will be least of
all admitted from you. But if your
engagements forbid an earlier atten-
tion to vour correspondents, 1 cannot
allow myself to urge your more speedy
replies, to the prejudice of more im-
portant concerns; but rather wish
you to wait for a season of leisure.
Write what and when you will to
me, it will be most agreeable; nor
~can 1 fail to acknowledge your late
speedy communication of two letters.

18

Last. week Mr. Le Clere brought
me yonr Treatise on the Education of
Chlldren,* traunslated into Dutch, for
which valuable present accept my
best thanks. My wife and daughter
have read it attentively. When they
bad finished it, | perused it from the
beginning to the end. We all highly
approve it. The eminent man, 1 be-
fore mentioned, desires me to present
to you his best regards.

Parewell my exceﬂent friend.

"~ Yours; affectionately,

P. a LIMBORLH

#* « Some Thoughts concerning Educa-
tion,”” whieh reached a fourth edition i in
1699. This Treatise was first published
in 1693, and dedicated to the Author’s
friend, Mr. Clarke, of Chipley, to- whom
the suhstauce of the book had been. com-
municated in letters, to assist him ia the
education of his son.

One of Mr. Locke’s foreign blographem
says of these Pensées sur I’ Education des
Enfuns, ¢ Ce livre estimable a été traduit
en Francois, en Allemand, en Hollandois
et en Flamand > (This excellent work
has been translated into French, Germany
Duteh and Flemish.) Noww. Drct Hu‘t.
Paris, 17'72%; 1V, p. 131. '

e
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MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

et e

Conchision: of a- Sermon on the Immu-
tability . of God, occasioned by
Death of Sir Samuel Romilly, delz—
vered in the Unitarian Chapel, Yeovzl
Nov. 15, 1818, by Dr. T'. Southwood

Smaith.
Psalm cii. 11, 12: “ My days are like a

shadow that declineth,and I am withered

like grass: but tbou, O Lord, shalt
. endure for ever, and thy remembrance
unto all generations.”

- FTER. lllustratmg the mnature of
. the immutability of God, and
stating the considerations which prove
that this is an attribbute essential to
the Diwvine character, and shewing
hew .conducive a steady and lively

belief of it is. to peace of mind, the

preachier -coneluded as follows:s

« The immutability of Ged. aﬂ'ord&

a atriking eontrast:to thﬁ» ever-varying
Londltiﬂn\ of man.

the:

God’s: nature is.

incorruptible and eternal; man’s na-
ture is frail. and perishing: God's
purpose is without the shadow of a
change; man’s purpose is fleeting as
his' sensations, and variable as the
circumstances which induce them.
Al which God designs must be ful-
filled ; but man’s intentions, even his
noblest and his steadiest, are often:
brought to a swift and eternal close.

<« How striking are the proofs which
the passing hour constantly brings us
of the frailty of man! How Ilittle
dependence can bhe placed on any
thing that is haman! How baseless
is the hope which rests even on all
that is most noble, dignified and
permanent in our nature: on talent;
integrity, expenence, wradom, benig::
nity!

« It was. at the commencement oﬁ
this: very momh, laat year, that thei
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nation was plunged in mourning for
the loss of the illustrious Princess,
who, because her excellences com-
manded the respecft, was lamented by
the hearts of a free people. The be-
ginning of the present month is marked
by the death of a personage who acted
on the theatre of life a most distin-
guished and important part, and who
is associated, in our imagination, with
all of what we can conceive as vene-
rable, noble, wise and good. |

« It were an absurd attemnpt in m
to endeavour to draw the character,
whether public or private, of Romilly
—JI who have been but most tran-
siently in his society; who have en-
joyed but rarely the privilege of lis-
‘tening to the impressive accents of his
voice, and who know no more of him
than all the nation knows, that he
was, in the truest sense of those words,
a husband, a father, a patriot!

¢ Who will put his trust in man,
or anticipate with confidence the ac-
complishment of the noblest purposes
of the noblest of his race? Were the
rights of the nation with daring or
with subtle hand invaded, every one
expected to find Romilly in the fore-
most rank of its defenders !, Was the
private citizen oppressed ? He looked,
and he never looked in vain, to Ro-
milly. Was the man of misfortune
weighed down to the dust by sorrow
succeeding sorrow, bitter and more
bitter : did the walls of his prison
deepen the wretchedness of his heart,
distracted by expectations blasted,
- property Jost, children beggared,
home despoiled of its comforts and
in desolation—the voice, the name
of Romilly forbade him to despair.
Touched by his hand, the door of his
prison opened, and, recalled by him
to hope and to exertion, he held on
his way, if not rejoicing, at least with
cheering anticipations of the fature.
Even the poor criminal blessed him,
and had more cause to bless him than
he comprehended; for he would have
made the law which doomed him to
a violent death, the destroyer, not of
his life, but of his vices ! |

¢ The great man who has been
snatched thus suddenty from useful-
ness and life, by a dispensation so
tremendous, was not only a man of
principle, but was so nobly distin-
guished for adherence tg principle,
that baseness itself would kave blushed

Conclusion of @ Sevimon on the Death of Sir Samuel Romilly.

at the attempt to lure him from the
path of rectitude. Incorruptible in-
tegrity was the cardinal virtue of his
life. Of the cause of reform he was a
temperate, but firm, steady and en-
lightened advocate. Attached to the
glorious institutions of his country, he
thought, and he justly thought, that
the best evidence he could give of his
veneration for them was to endeavour
to make them in practice what they
are in theory, and to remove the cor-
ruptions, by the influence of which
the whole intention of their founders
is frustrated. When, in his place
among our legislators, he spoke on
this subject, the ear drank in his
words with greediness, and the un-
derstanding, which was not convinced,
was enlightened by his arguments,
and the will, which was not altered
from its purpose, was at least shaken
in its confidence. While ‘in his im-
pressive manner he poured forth the
thoughts of his luminous and experi-
enced mind, all who listened to him,
felt that they flowed not only from an
unclouded intellect, but from a pure
heart. And this, on all occasions, his
political opponents were emulous to
acknowledge. 1 say opponents, for
enemies he had none. .

““ That reform which he endea-
voured to effect in the House, of which
he was so distinguished a member,
he wished with equal earnestness to
extend to our penal code. In this
work of humanity and justice he was
an indefatigable labourer. No trou-
ble how interminable soever deterred
him—no failure wearied him. It was
as though the defeat which would
have extinguished the zeal of others,
served but to feed the flame of his
benevolence.

““ The names of his opponents in
this cause, will go down to posterity,
at least to a certain distance, with his
own, affording an instructive contrast.’
Gradually, however, the shades of
oblivion will deepen on those ¢¢ un-
honoured’’ names, Lill, to the succeed-

'ing generations of men, they will be

as though they had never -been—the
best fate their best friends can wish
them—while he will bave taken his
place among those illustrious. dead
who will live in the memory of the
wise and good, till the last record of
our country shall have perished, to
guide the youthful and to animate the
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‘experienced philanthf(;pisﬁ associated

with More, Raleigh, Bacon, Hamp-
;ie’n, Sydney, Milton, Fox and Frank-
in. | N |

*« Of the folly and wickedness of
that usurpation which attempts to
hold in bondage the understanding
and the conscience, and with bold and
impiousintrusion tointerpose between
the mind of man and its Creator, he
was deeply sensible. His views of
religious - liberty were the  enlarged
and enlightened principles of the
Christian philosopher. Those princi-
ples, who could illustrate or defend
like him | How often, while dwelling
on this theme, has he filled our hearts
with admiration, and poured light and
conviction on minds, the profoundness
of whose ignorance, and the invete-
racy of whose prejudices, have served
but to brighten the glory of his vic-
tory! How often has his mild and
dignified rebuke shamed the political
religionist, and the reéligious bigot,
from their unhallowed purposes, and
taught the friends of the abolition of
all pains and penalties inflicted on
account of religion, that in enlisting
him in their cause, they engaged not
an advocate merely, but a man—ac-
quainted with the principles of his
own nature, honouring and. fearing
his God, and, therefore, respecting
and holding sacred the rights of his
creatures.

¢« After the slumber of years, the
monster Persecution, as if roused by
thé strange sounds which were at that
time heard in a neighbouring country,
started from its lair, and issued forth,
with fangs already died in blood, to
its wonted work. Its first step (for
it never moves but to destroy) was

death ; but that first step canght the"

eye of Romilly, watchful from his
elevated station for the welfare of his
race, and the cry of its first victim
reached across the ocean to his ear.
It was as if, in reward for his unex-
ampled efforts in the cause of bene-
volence, the God of mercy had armed
that man with a portion of his own
power. He spake—the monster
paused :—he stretched out his hand
to crush it—it was no more.

«“ And now he himself is silent in
the dust. His purposes and his works
are brought to a sudden and mournful
termination. That he whose reason

J

- completely
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was so clear and strong ; whose views
were 30 enlarged; whose feelings were
80 generous; whose passions were so
well coutrolled ; whose heart, the dis-
cipline of so many years of joy and
sorrow- and vicissitnde and privation
should seemn to have trained to endu-
rance, should have been unable to
sustain the calamity with which he
was visited, terrtble as it was, ma}
appear inexplicable. But if we do
not know from experience, we may
learn sufficiently from example, the
utter impotence of philosophy when

the bitterness of sorrow invades the

heart, and especially when it is made
to see and feel and dwell npon that
desolation, which the withering hand
of death can produce, and near which
no hope of earthly origin can take
root and blossom. And religion, '
where was thy sustaining energy ;
where were thy divine consolations ?
Was he a stranger to thy nature:?
Did he not know thy sweetness and
thy power? He did. At the throne
of his heavenly Father he was a secret,
aud there is every reason io believe,
a devout worshiper; and in his closet,
when no earthly eye was on him, his
thoughts ascended above the things
of earth, and dwelt on 1immortality. *
This we know. But why that fever
of the brain should have been per-
mitted to assail htm, and suddenly and
to obliterate from his
mind all memory that he was a father,
a patriot and a Christian, we do not
know. It becomes us to be still, and
to remember that there is One who
knoweth the end from the beginning.

‘“ And we need all the consolation
which this truth is capabie of impart-
ing. We were looking forward with
delight to the exertions of this highly-
gifted individual, in the approaching
meeting of the legislators of our coun-

% & There were found among the private
papers of this admirable man several
prayers in his own hand-writing, whieh
appear to have been composed by himself,
and to have been used by him in his private
devotions, together with some papers con-
taining his reflections on various religious
topics, so as to place, beyond all question,

‘the fact, that his mind, wonderfully as it

was occupied, was not inattentive to sub-
jects of this nature. This T have learnt
from authority, upon the correctness of
which I can depend.”: - o
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try. ©Our hearts were cheerful. We
‘saw that he had succeeded in exciting
such a general and deep interest in
‘the cause both of the youthful and of
_ the aged poor, in the cause of the
. prisoner, in the cause of the criminal,
"in the cause of the persecuted and
oppressed of all classes and all climes,
that the claims of humanity and jus-
tice must have become known, and,
therefore, have been acknowledged.
We saw, assembling around him to
aid his exertions, men whose name is
honour, whose countenanceis strength,
"and whose union is victory. When

we first heard of his death, our hearts

sunk within us. We felt as though
the very foundation of the fabric of
mercy, which we saw rising up in
majesty and strength, were suddenly
and completely destroyed. Never till
that moment did we appear to our-
selves to have recognized the true
extent of his influence in promoting
the cause of knowledge, liberty and
benevolence in general: and never
till then did we seem to have estimated
it properly, even in regard to those
parts of the great cause which he
selected for his peculiar care. We
felt as though the cause must now
indeed stand still. But we koow it
cannot be. Its advancement does not
depend on human agency alone, other-
wise it might fail. Man is but the
instrument ; God’s 1s the master-haud
that directs it. QOne instrumeat may
fail In effecting so much as we ex-
pected, but it accomplishes its allotted
work, and then gives place to otherss,
whose operation is more effectual.
The labourers, covered with henour,
rest from their work; the work goes
on. He whose work it is, and who
has the sole direction of it, is immu-
table and omnipotent. And, as it
regards the present, we see that it
must go on, tor we see the new in-
strumenpts which he has raised up to
gromote it. We know ¢ the spirits
finely touched, and to fine issues,’
which remain tous, the associates and
coadjutors of that noble spirit which
has lefl our world. They will prove,
by emulating its conduct, that they
possess a kindred. nature, and arve
worthy to rejoin it in that celestial
world in which the flame of benevo-
lence will glow ware steadily aned
brightly ; aud the bliss: be pexfect,

Voters an’ t)ze Salters’ Hall Synod, 1719.

because knowledge will be unmixed
with error, and excellence upimpaired
by frailty ™ -
SIR. - Nov. 3, 1818.
MONG the many claims which
A. the Monthly Repository has
upon the favour of the public, 1 con-
sider, as not the least important, that
it contains so many historical and bio-
graphical notices, that will be found
of the greatest-service to any future
historian of Nonconformity. DBut
where shall we find a man with the
research of Neal, or the extensive
biographical information of Calamy,
who, as a collector and publisher of
original biography, is surpassed only
by his contemporary and autagonist,
the Oxford antiquary, and the veteran
in their pursuits of the present day,
the learned and laborious Author of
the <¢ Literary Anecdotes of the
Eighteenth Century”? [ wish to ob-
tain permission to have recorded on
your pages, the names of the ministers
who voted on the famous question, of
the year 1719, at Salters’ Hall. The
names of those who were on the side
of freedom of inquiry are given in the
Memoirs of Whiston. * The following
list varies only in one point, namely,
in wanting the name of John Shef-
field, which stands next to that of
Dr. Oldfield in Whiston’s catalogue.
The two lists are preserved in some
family memoirs, by a gentleman who
was long a very respectable and judi-
cious member of Dr. Benson’s congre-
gation, with whose account of the
affair in question the names may be
introduced. |
‘“ In the year 1719, the [lissenters
having been at ease for afew years
since the death of Queen Anne, began
to quarrel among themselves about
orthodoxy in speculation. Some hot-
headed people at Exeter opened the
scene,  spurred on by two or three
over-zealously affected wministers in
Leondon ; which occasioned an assem-
bly of divines of the Three Denomi-

nations of Protestant Dissenters, to

meet att Salders’ FHall, in order to send
pacific advices to the people at Exeter.
But a great number of the ministers,
not content with sending their addvice,
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were for taclqng themto Y sabscnp- |

tion- to their oplmons and .faith, in
respect: to »what. is. commonly .called
the Tnmty 5 in words of human form
nd invention ; viz. in the words. of
the first of the Thirty-nine Articles
of the Church of England, and the
answers to the fifth and sixth ques-
tions in the Assembly’s .Catechism.
This occasioned great and tamultuary
disputes and altercations,” not proper
to be mentioued, but what has always
happened (with shame be it spoken)
in ecclesiastical meetings of all sects
and parties of Christians,

tion,
Jabn Oldfield
John Billingsley
- William Harris
Simon Brown

Robert I.amb
John Bradley

Voters &R tbe wS'aZters Ll |

At the

Agwmat regmrmg Subscrzp.. Semuel Savage =
* | Samuel Highmore -

Amos Harrison

- Samuel Clarke

37

canclus;gn\of the debate it was carried
by a . a’;onty of . six, [Whiston .says
four, nneal one hundred and fwenty
aga‘mpl subscn’bmg. A learpeﬂ and
pious bishop, Dr. Belxja,mxn Hoddl;;,
whd had ‘been ‘baited “several yéars
himself; by severil of ‘his own clergy,
for prmtmg and’ preac}nng against per-
secution in “matters ‘of" rehglon, ‘was
pleased to ‘say ‘on this occasion, that
it was the first’ convocation oy assem-
bly of divines, since the time of the
apostles, ' t’hat had Larned a’ questmn

fm hbel:t3

Wllham Clﬂtls o
James Mathews. .

- Za. Merrill’

"~ John Béaumont

“‘Francis Fleem'm
- Pavid Rees

L e -
g N
g .

John'Evans Daniel Burgess . SThomas Mrtcbell

John Hughes ~ John Cornish - John Nesbit -

Thomas Sleigh Thomas Newman .Robert. Bragge -

John Sa vacre Quintus Naylor - Matthew €Clexk

Samuel anht John Sherman - Thomas Ridgley e
Benjamin Grosvenor Richard Parkes John Noble |
John Rateliff Samuel Oldfield John Asty

Samuel Rosewell
Jos. Jenkins
Moses Lowman
Jos. Burroughs.
John Ingram
Thomas Leavenby
George Smith
Lewis Douglas
Jere. Hunt
Samuel ‘Baker
Thomas Petkin
John Gale
Isaac Kimber
Clerk OMsworthy
Richard Righby
Thamas Kirby
Edward Bearue
Samuel Chandler
William Sheflield
Nathaniel Hod ges
Robert Billio
Thomas Slater
James Read
Henry Read
William Hooker, Jan.
Righard Biscoe R

John Conder

John Eaton
Ob. Hughes

E. Roscoe

B. Robinson

Jos. Hill

Jos. Bennet Johpn, Newman
,Benjamm Avery .Jabez Earle
Jos. Baker Thomas Lloyd
B. Andrews Atkinson James Wood

Gabriel Barbex
Nathaniel Lardner
Walliam mwomb B Juhn Sladen

The reader may “find accounts of
most of the persgns in both these lists,

Y tirming to ‘the Index of ‘Wilson's
£ Dlsset:g?lé Churches.” The - pro-

" VOL+ XI1V. 1)

,George Davy
*John Skeepe

o0

John €ambden
Nathaniel Foxwell

" Thomas Simmonds
David Jennings

Arthur Shallett ]
Richard Tuddeman

James Richardson
Matthew Kendall
Williamm Bush
Christopher Taylor
Thamas Cotton
For Subscribing.”

Jeremiah Smith
William Lorimer
Samuel Pomfret

- William Tong

Thomaeas Reynolds
Thomas Bradbury

Thomas Harrison
Daniel Wilcox

Edward Wallin

John Faxon

Ja. Alderson

John Cummmg .
John Killinghall

Ja. Galloway

J. Lewis -

Thomas Dewhnrst

~ Isaac Bates
- Mark Kéy :
William Chapmn
Samuel Harris
Thomas Masters
Edward Ridgway .
Abraham Maulliner
William Hooker Sen.
Pastors in tbe Couniry.

William Bushneil’
Stephen Crisp

Peter Goodwin
‘George Burnett

Preachers Licensed.

Horman Hood
William M‘Clatch
- Philip Gi bs
William Behson
John Tomms

Peter Bradbury
Thomas Charlton -

- Henry Francis

Jos. Tate | -
Richard Glover -
‘Emannel Ellerken. .

mised contmuatwn of .that va) uabie
work is;mucdh desired ; :and hy no onc
more than by your ‘present Corre-
spondent, - CALRY.
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| ~ Gloucester,
Sir, | December 9, 1818,

F the following articles be deemed
I worthyof a place in your intelligent
Miscellany, have the goodness to in-
sert them in your next Number. Prior
to their perusal, it is right that the
reader should be informed, that the
Unitarian Chbristian Church in this
city has a Sunday school, counsisting
of nearly seventy children, boys and
girls. To defray the expense of it,
recourse has been had, of late years,

to the celebration of an anniversary -

about this time of the year, notice of
which is given to the public by bills
announcing the same, and containing
sélect hymus, to be sung on the occa-
sion, with an intimation, or at least
under an understood expectation, of a
collection at the door of the chapel.
These steps being taken as usunal, and
due preparations made for the purpose,
the Editor of the Gloucester Herald

thought proper to insert the letter,

signed ¢ A Christian,” in his paper,
bearing date the 5th instant, the day

 before the anniversary, but published
the preceding night. The Handbill
annexed to the Leiter was cireulated
as speedily as could well be before
Sunday, and on Sunday evening the
observations were made upon it, which
I have added to the other papers.

N.B. The title and motto before
- the letter, are usually placed at the

head of one of the columns in the
Gloucester Herald. -

¢ The Christian Herald.
““ Fear God, honour the King.”

«“ To the Editor.

“ Sir,—I feel it mny duty to caution
your readers not to attend the anniver-
sary of the Unitarian Sunday schools,
as’ they have been invited by public
handbills, I conceive that those
schools cannot be conscientiously sup-
ported, (except by the members of
that peculiar society,) for the follow-
ing simple reasons :-—

“ 1. Because if a Churchman, or a
Methodist, or a Trinitarian Dissenter,
be correct in his interpretation of the
Bible, every person who may contri-
bute to support the Unitarian schools,
- will  contribute to the support and

diffusion of great, fundamental and
destructive errors. ‘ -
¢ 2. Because (in addition to the

d

national and other weekly schools)
‘there are now in this city * four Sun-
day schools belonging to the Church
of Englind, and four t -others which
agree with us in teaching the essential
doctrines of Redemptign through the
blood of Christ, and sanctification by
the Holy Spirit.  These schools are
able and willing to receive all the
poor children of Gloucester, and have
a sacred right to every shilling which
a believer in the holy Trinity may be
asked to contribute to an Unitarian
school. e
-« It is not my disposition to make
illiberal reflections. If the frequenters
of the chapel in Barton-street, be iu-
deed persuaded that they can find
their way to the ¢ love of God’ with-
ouft ¢ the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the fellowship of the Holy
Ghost,’ let them bring up their chil-
dren in the nurture and admonition
of—Socinus; but let it not be ex-
pected that we should join them in
teaching the children of our mneigh-
bours to ¢ tread under foot the Son
of God, count the blood of the cove-
nant an uanholy thing, and do despite
to the spirit of grace.’

¢« am, Sir, &c. '

« A CHRISTIAN.”

Tue public are respectfully assured
that the letter to the Editor of the
Gloucester Herald, in the paper of
to-day, respecting the Unitarian Sun-
day school, is replete with inaccurate
statements, erroneous representations,
and unfounded insinuations. 'The mi-
nister of the Unitarian chapel pledges
himself to prove this to be the case

" to any who will have the goodness to

hear him from his own pulpit. A
slight notice only can be taken of the
letter to-morrow evening, but oppor-
tunity will be offered to discuss the
subject more fully on the following
Sunday evening, and during the win-
ter months. o
The Unitarians do mnot teach their
children any controverted doctrines
whatever, and on the evening of their
anniversary nothing will be said that

* ¢¢ Attached to the Churches of St. Mary
de Crypt, St. John’s, St. Michael’s and $t.
Nicholas.””

1 ¢ In éonnexion with the Independent,
the Methodist, Lady Huntingdon’s and

‘Baptist Chapels.””"




- “Newton and* Locke, Anti-Tyinitarians.

can offend the conscience of the most

scrupulous Trinitarian. | .

. THEOPHILUS BROWNE.
December 5,1818. |

Address to the Céngregatiovz, which was
~very large and respectable, on the
evening of December 6, 1818.

My CuristiaAN BRETHREN,

In reply to the letter which ap-
peared in the: Herald of yesterday, I
would beg leave to assure you, in the
first place, that we, the members of
this congregation, do not pretend to
find our way (as it is strangely ex-
pressed) to the love of God without
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost
or Aoly Spirit. Whether the love of
God signifies our love of him, or his
of us, (which is uncertain,) we are
convinced that his love is not to be
acquired, unless we sfrive to imbibe
the true genuine Christian temper,
which we understand to be meant by
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ;
and we are very sensible that such
feeble, frail creatures as we are, 'stand
greatly in need of the enlightening,
supporting and directing assistance of
the Spirit of our God. We do not in
general use the form alluded to as a
valediction at the close of our devo-
tion, because we think there is good
ground to believe that the apostle re-
ferred, in the last clause of it, to the
" extraordinary and miracalous gifts and
endowments bestowed upon believers
in the very first age of the Christian
church, and which have long since
entirely ceased. Taking the clause to
convey the sense of such guidance and
direction as may be now and at all
times humbly hoped for from above,
we have no objection, in the smallest
degree, to the use of it.

2. We do not bring up our own or
our neighbours’ children in the nurture
and admonition of Socinus. With this
person we do not agree in some ma-
terial points, and if we did in all his
opinioms, we should not wish to be
called his followers. He was a learned,
and, upon the whole, an excellent man;
but we look upon ourselves as no more
belonging specifically to him than we
do to Paul, or Peter, or Apollos. We
profess to be the disciples of Jesus
Christ, and look upon him as, under
God, our proper Master, Teacher and

Guide,
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- 8., We are persuaded that what the
writér of the Epistle to the Hebrews
says, X. 20, of treading under foot the
Son of God, &c., was and is applicable
only to the avowed and determined
opposers and despisers of Jesus Christ
and his religion, apostates from his
cause, and wilful violaters of his com-
mands; and we cannot but esteem it
as contrary as possible to the true spirit
of Christianity, to charge us with any
thing so grossly impious and wicked.

‘We purpose to have eveninglectures
every Sunday in this place during the
winter months; and if you, my Chris-
tian brethren, would be pleased to at-
tend, we would inform you exactly
what our sentiments are, and lay before
you the grounds and reasons of our
faith. We make a point of not teach-
ing the children of the Suuday School

those doctrines which are matters of

dispute and controversy amongst Chris-
tians. Qur advice to them is uniformly
this: ¢ Be guided by vour parents so
long as you are children, but when
you grow up and become men and
women, inquire and judge for your-
selves to the best of your knowledge
and power, with a single eye to the
truth and in the fear of God.” As
your parents think proper to put you
under our care, we will do the best
for you we are able, but we will not
prejudice or bias your minds for or
against any party or denomination of
Christians. - | N

I hope this may suffice, for the pre-
sent, to convince our brethren that we -
are not those vile and worthless beings
that we have been represented to be;
and that, notwithstanding what has
been said against us, you will be so
kind as to assist us, by your generous
contributions in our labour of love, in
bringing up the children of our Scbool
in the nurture and admonition—not of
Socinus, you may rely upon it, but of
one very far superior to him,  even
Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord and

Saviour.
et s

Sim, - Nov. 3,°1818.
R. Professor Monk, in his pam-
phlet on the subject of the Bo-
tanical Professorship at Cambridge,
more than insinuates that neither Sir
Isaac Newton nor John Locke are to
be reckoned among Anti-Trinitarians.
I wish the question were set at rest,
and it were shewn whether, and how
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ﬁﬁ‘, those c¢elebratéd men departed
fiom e stendard of modbrate orﬂw—
doxy ;—which might edsily be done,
first, by collecting’ the evidenee to
this point to be obtained from their
own writings; and, secondfy, the ex-
temal evxdeﬂce
: - ~ BREth.f
| Hatwood,
October 12, 1818.
N Sunday the Ist instant, being
‘thefestivalof Al Samts, asolemn
l’ngb mass was celebrated in the new
Roman Catholic Chapelin Edinburgh,
with great magnificence.” The Right
Rev. Bishop, Dr. Patterson, oﬁicnated
W poatificalrbus, splendidly clothed in
parple and gold, with a golden mitre
Fnd crosier. He was assisted by several
priests in sacerdotal habits. After the
epistle and gospel had been chaunted,
thévenerablé and fearned metropelitan
Blﬂmp, Dr. Cameron, delivered an ap-
propriate discourse. The sacred orator
dw<élt with eomplacency upon that trae
evangelical spirit which at present dif-
fases itself throughout the Christian
world; especially the British empire.
He aptly observed, that ¢the fire-
brand of discord, persecution and fana-
ticism, among the followers of Chriss,
was for ever extinguished ; that it was
nolénger a matter ‘of acrimonious con-
te’nt‘mn between Christians, whether
they belong to the Church of Englind
or of Rome, Lutheran or Calvinistic,
but.that all true believers in the inef-
" fable mystertes of the ever-glorious and
adorable Trinity unite themselves under
the triumphant banners of the cross,
in-ofdér to combat manfully the ob-
noxious and baneful tenets of Socine-
antsm and infidelity, which are so in-
dus’tr’iOusTy disseminated by the pseudo—
philosophers of this degenerate age.’
*he learned prelate concluded by ex-
horting his flock ¢ to be guided by the
torch of faith, whose resplendent rays
alone illume the celestial path to the
heavenly Jerusalem.’
<¢'The music for the mass was very
grand, being the celebrated composi-
tion of Mozart for the Imperial Chapel
in Vienna. ‘The cheir Waet conducted
by Mr.Corry, of London, and the whole
was performed with gréat judgment
ahd effect. The chapél was ¢rowded
to éxcess by people: of the first rank
s’ hnon, of evety réligivas deno-
Hfnation, - ever - Fewy ‘and Quakers;

!

High Mass and’ abuse "bf"“ Soéinz'aﬂs” dt Edinburgh.

every one seemed anxious to-Assisy at
the first solemn mass that has béen
celebrated in Edinburgh sinee the
days of the unfortunate Mary, Queen
of Scotland.”
The above account is extracted from

a St. James's Chronicle of the present
week, and I think describes one of the
finest displays of the splendodrs -or
fopperies of Roman Catholic worship
that has been witnessed in this country
since the Reformation. As the cere-
monies attendant vpon high mass, in
all its ancient grandeur, with their

various attractions for the eye and enr,
have appeared once again amongst us,
it may well be expected that proces-
stoms of saints and relics will soon be
seen in our streets! and I see no reason
to object to this: let them come, with
all their tinsel and their gauds; in'the
19th century we may surely venture'to
predict, from such ridiculous displays,
a more speedy downfal of the super-
stition which brings them forward.
Gross absurdities cannot long bear the
inereasing light of these davs' To pro-
long their existence, they should be
exhibited within the g]oomy walls of
convents, and in those seats of enforced
ignorance, where the precious fruit of
the tree of knowledge still remams a

Jorbidden thing.

Unitarians may, I think, be proud to
find how dangerous and alarming their-
doctrines appear to the infellible suc-
cessors of Peter; to see their metro-
peolitan call not only upon those whom
he esteems the true believers, but upon
the Church of England, the Lutherans
and the Calvinists, all {esser heretées, to
unite themselves in one band against
them! He tells us that we are formi-
dable, when he exhorts the thousands
and tens of thousands who profess the
varying and anathematizing creeds of
discordant sects to come forward with
him, and ¢‘ combat manfully” with So-
cinidanism and infidelity, for with Dr.
Cameron, as with many othets, : these
terms are re}n esented as nearly syno-
nymous ; and we will Aa:l their coming.
Free and fair discussion is what we
eamesﬂy desire; and while sound ren-
son, ' ‘and clear seriptural  authérity,

again and again plainly repested

evely book of the sacred writings, is

-ofy dur side, we fear not their embattled

phialanx, of whiatéver nuriber-it thay
eohsigt. - While {héy are drawn upi, as
now, against our tenets, and not, ds n
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old tinres, against our persons and p
perties, we: net only wilhngly, but
oTadly, meet them ; ‘and if, in the en-
counter, we should ﬁnd that the strong
arm of Truth fights en their side, we
will readily, 7oyﬁzlly and thankfully
~enlist ourselves with: them under her
sacred banner.

- Thesé must be the sentnmenta of
everysincere and consistent Unitarian :
and ‘that a full and patient discussion
of all the points in which they differ
from their Christian hrethren may
speedily take place, and be carried on
by both parties in the spirit of meek-
ness and candour, is the earnest Wlsh
of your constant reader, -

- MARY HUGHES

P. 8. 'Will you permit me, before 1
close this paper, to make a few obser-
vations on the very interesting account
given in vour last Repository of the
Iate Mr. Thacher. [XIIL. 717-—720.]
Ithink,if Mr.Fearon himself, or, if such
there be, one stilF less willing te allow

any degree of talent or of virtue to exist

among our brethren on the other side
of the Atlantic, were to peruse it, he
must confess that the Western Contl-
nent has produced a man whose cha-
racter does honour to human nature;

and that, when he was called to his
native skies, a survivor was nof wani-
tng, fullv able, with simple, forcible
and heart-affecting eloquence, to hold
forth his bright example to the world.

But what chiefly induces me to no-
tice this article, is the very striking
resemblanuce which, in character and
ctycumstances, in lzfe and in death, the
subjeet of it bears to our lamented
friend, Benjamin Goodier; which 1
think cannot but have forcibly oec-
curred to the mind of every reader
who had, like myself, the happiness
of being intimately acquainted with
that excellent young man.

Who that witnessed his conduct and
behaviour during any considerable part
of the four years of illness which pre-
ceded his death, the great mental im-
provement  that he made, and the
zealous and active exertions for the
benefit of his fellow-creatures which
continuatly employed him, even under
such trying circumstances, could fail
to see in him 4 a young man uncom-
monly ripe in understanding and vir-
tue " and; though unwillingly, to an-
ticipuate ﬂisﬁ for him * God had ap-
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pomteﬁ an- early immontality:” that
though ¢ sickniess wasted his bod Yy it
had no power over hiy spirit!” “that his
undevstandmg retained all its v:geur,
and his heart gained new sensibility.

- The next circumstance menttoned of

Mr. Thacher eceincides, too, in a re-
markable degree: “hissufferings called
forth an almost unprecedented kind-
neéss,” (in different parts of this eoun-
try, and afterwards in a foreign land,)
in those: with whom he associated,
“¢ which furnished him with new and
constant occasions of pious gratitude,
and perhaps he was never so thankfal
to the Author of his belng as during
bis sickness”

" The parallel holds so entlrel y through-
out almost every sentence, that I might
go on transeribing to- the end of the
prper, and still imagine that it was
expressly written to commemorate our
departed friend,soperfect in all respects
is the resemblance. To that admirable
paper, then, I refer the many who feel
a deep interest in the remembrance of
Mr. Goodier, -as presenting a likeness
of him- which -¢annot but be hlghly
gratlfymg to- their hearts.

'-EU-
SIR,

KNOW not when 1 have been

‘more shocked than in readmg the
account of the horrid execution at
Edinburgh, where a malefactor being
eut down from the gallows in a state
of msen«nblhty, was restored to eon-
scious animation by being bled by a
surgeon, and then hanged a secomd
time. This is pure vindictive justice.
But this is mot the last nor the worst
scene of the kind, if your correspon-
dents who believe in both the resur-
rection and destruction of the wicked,
be right. 1 submit the case to thelr
moral sense. a

TSRS
SIR, '

GREAT sensation has been cre-
. atéd in the Church of England
by the late secession of several of its
ministers and members, distinguished
at least by their opulence. They are
ultra - evangelical, going beyond the
Calvinists themselves on the subject
of imputed nghteousuess and justifi-
cation by faith. They appear not to
be all of the same mind, but several
of them are said to be Antl-trimtanans,
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denying the personality, and of course
the deity of the Holy Spirit. Every
where they manifest great zeal and
wonderful pecuniary generosity ; build-
ing handsome places of worship at
their own charges, and carrying on
gratuitous service. Their forms are
the same as those of other orthodox
Dissenters. |

I have learned the following parti-
culars of their present state, which I
put down, that, if incorrect, some of
‘your correspondents may set me right,
and that others, knowing more, may
be tempted to impart their informa-
tion. . | PP

Myr. Baring, a clergyman, of the
great mercantile family, has erected a
splendid chapel at Exeter, where he
officiates. He has another, I believe,
at Taunton. The clergy preach and
publish against him, and for a time
forget the Unitarians. -

- Mr. Arnold (the same, 1 suppose,
referred to Vol. XIII. pp. 724 and 754)
“has also opened a room for worship at
Exeter. He is reputed to be higher
in orthodoxy than Mr. Baring..

Alr. Cowan, a popular clergyman,
has long attracted attention at Bristol,
by his secession, and is now building
a handsome chapel in Great George-
street, the most fashionable part of
the city.

Mr. Snow, another clerical seceder,
has a chapel at Cheltenham. It was
reported that, becoming a Baptist,
(several of his brethren in the seces-
sion have become the same,) he would
be scarcely able to continue in the
chapel, which was crected for him by
a zealous Padobaptist: I have lately
heard a statement of the affair, which
is very creditable both to him and his
lay-patron. |

Mr. Kemp, a country gentleman, of
Sussex, formerly M. P.-for Lewes, has
erected chapels at both Lewes and
Brighton, the latter a fine building,
and officiates himself at both places,
but, itis said, with a decaying popu-
larity. A sister of his, a widow lady,
was accustomed to preach a few years
ago in the hall of her mansion, not far
from Baitle. She is said to have been
very eloquent. At a village in the
neighbourhood of Ditchling, a gentle-
man, formerly in the army or navy, is
said to have erected a chapel in the
sazne interest,

Evelyr's D_e;s‘crz'ptz'on of Incidents in the Reign of Charles 11.

_Mpr. Evans, from the Church of
Eungland, is the minister of the newly-
erected noble chapel, said to have cost
many thousands of pounds, in Doughty-
street, London. Of the state of his
congregation, and style of preaehing,
1 have not been informed. - |

Some of these gentlemen make no
scruple, it is reported, of recommend-
ing one of the Unitarian Tracts, viz.
Marsom’'s Impersonality of the Holy
Ghost. e , o
- R.B.

Evelyr's Description of Incidents in the
beginning of the Reign of Charles 11.
T has been fashionable of late to
pour contempt upon the Puritans
and Nonconformists of the 17th cen-
tury, as fanatics; but it might be shewn
that the fanaticism was not all on one
side. The following description of a
piece of state-fanaticism is from the
pen of a courtier and an eye-witness :
‘¢ 1660, July 6. His Majestie began
first to touch for the evil,* according to
custome, thus: His Ma'* sitting under
his State in y¢ Banquetting House, the

Chirargeons cause the sick to be

brought or led up to the throne, where
they kneeling, y° King strokes their
faces or cheekes with both his hands
at once, at which instant a Chaplaine

‘in his formalities says, ¢ He put his

hands upon them and he healed them.’
This is sayd to every one in particular.
When they have ben all touch’d they
come up againe in the same order,
and the other Chaplaine kneeling, and
having Angel-gold* strung on white
ribbon on his arme, delivers them one
by one to his Ma', who puts them
about the necks of the touched as they
passe, whilst the first Chaplaine re-
peats, ¢ That is y* true light who came
into y¢ world.” ‘Then followes an
Epistle (as at first a Gospell), with the
Liturgy, prayers for the sick, with
some alteration, lastly y© blessing ;
and then the Lo. Chamberlaine and
Comptroller of the Household bring
a basin, ewer and towell, for his Matic
to wash.” Evelyn's Diary, in Me-
moirs, 2 vols. 4to. Vol. 1. pp. 323, 324.

ety

* A pretty full historical account of this-
Royal Farce may he seen in our VIJIth
Vol. pp. 5, 91, 232, 363. Eb. .

+ ¢ Pieces of money so called from
having the figure of an angel on them,””
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* On the next page isan account of
another meirry spectacle for the amuse-
ment” of Charles -and ‘his courtiers,
amongst whom was the grave Evelyn:

¢ Sep. 13. I saw in Southwark, at
St. Margaret’s - Faire, monkies and
apes dance, and do other feates of

activity on y* high rope; they were
~ gallantly clad a la mode, went up-
right, saluted the company, 'bowing
and pulling off’ their hatts; they sa-
luted one another with as good a
grace as if instructed by a daucing-
master ; they turn’d heels over head
~ with a basket having eggs in it, with-
out breaking any; also with lighted
candles in their hands and on their
heads, without extinguishing them,
and with vessells of water without
~ spilling a drop. 1 also saw an Italian
wench daunce and' perform all the
tricks on the high rope to admiration;
all the Court went to see her. Like-
wise here was a man who tooke up a
piece of iron cannon, of about 400 5.
weight, with the haire of his head
onely.”” Vol L p. 325.

In the page following is described
another sight not less gratifying to the
Court. o . -

¢ Oct. 17. 'Scot, Scroope, Cook
and Jones, suffered for reward of their
iniquities at Charing Crosse, in sight
of the place where they put to death
their natural Prince, and in the pre-
sence of the King, his sonn, whom
they also sought to kill. ‘1 saw not
their execution, but met therr quar-
ters, mangled and cutt and reeking, as
they were brought from the gallows in
baskets on the hurdle. Oh the wmira-
culous providence of God!” Vol l.
p. 326.

T'he presence of Charles 11. at these
horrid barbarities, perpetrated upon
some of the wisest and best of men,
[it is'no longer treason to say so;] is a
new feature in his character, already
sufficiently marked with the worst
vices and crimes of human nature.
The amiable and virtuous Evelyn, too,
beheld the spectacle with pious ex-
ultation : in the same temper he re-
cords in his Diary, Jan. 30, 1661, the
brutal, savage proceeding of tearing
up the dead bodies of Cromwell,
Bradshaw and lreton, and exposing
them on the gallows at Tyburn, from

nine in. the morning till six at night!

The.violators: of the'sanctuary of the

Twelfth-day :
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tomb were probably mistaken in the
body of the Protector: but what times,
what manners! =~ . .
Loyalty was now become a passion,
and good men, while they secretly
deplored Charles'’s vices, were in some
measure and on principle participes
criminis. The return of “‘the good
old times™ brought back the court
celebration of the Epiphany, or
| the restoration of the
day is thus described by the above-
named accurate Journalist ;— =
 ‘¢1662, 6 Jan. This evening, ac-
cording to costome, his Majesty open’d
the revells of that night by throwing
the dice himselfe in the privy cham-
ber, where was a table set on purpose,
and lost his 100/. (The yeare before
he won 15004.) The ladies also plaied
very deepe. I came away when the
Duke of Ormond had won about
1000/., and left them still at passage,
cards, &c. At other tables, both there
and at y* Groom-porter’s, observing
the wicked folly- and monstrous ex-
cesse of passion amongst some loosers;
sorry I am that such a wretched cos-
tome as play to that excesse shounld

‘be countenanc’d in a Court, which

ought to be an example of virtue to
the rest of the kingdome.” Vol. 1.
p. S44. |
A few days after ‘¢ there was a
general fast,”” and the preacher, before
the House of Commmous, shewegl “how -
the neglect of exacting justice on of-
fenders was a maine cause of God’s
punishing a land,” meaning, as Eve-
lyn explains, that there were some of
the regicides not yet hewed in pieces.
How much the King was edified by
¢ this solemn fast” is not recorded,
but the entry of the next day, Jan.
16, is, * This night was acted before
his Ma* < The Widow,’ a lewd play.”
Evelyn relates nothing more of
the operation of the black Bartholo-
mew act, than that (1662, Aug. 20,)
« There were strong guards in the
citty this day, apprehending some
tamults, many of the Presbyterian
Ministers not conforming.” |
The book, though a private Diary,
is a commentary on the history of the
most Religious King, as he was de-
scribed by the Church in her prayers
to heaven. | | |



The Nonconformist.
No. VI.

On the Cause of Nonconformity as con-
nected with the Interests of gemeral
Literature.

yPYHE spirit of resistance to eccle-

siastical domination, which con-
stituted the zera of the Reformation,
was unquestionably coeval with such
gigantic strides in the march of intel-

lect, as to make compensation, In a

great degree, for the sloth and retro-

gression of preceding ages; nor will
it be denied by any, except the dis-
ciples of that Charch, whose supre-
macy was invaded in the glorious
contest, that Protestantism was, at
that period, identified in iis interests
and prospects, with all those literary
pursuits which tend to expand and
dignify the human understanding. If,
then, that cause of Nonconformity of
which we profess ourselves the advo-
cates, is neither more nor less than
Protestantism carried on and pursued
to its genuine consequences, we shall
have little hesitation in concluding,
without having recourse to historical
indaction, that English Nonconfor-
mity has been, upon the whole, ser-
viceable to the cause of English lite-
rature. To this conclusion, however,
we must not expect a hasty assent
from that large portion of our fellow-
christians, who, with the celebrated

Commentater upon the laws of En-

gland, ingeuiously and candidly resolve

the causes of Nonconformity into

«¢ weakness of intellect,” *¢ misdirected

piety,” “¢ perverseness and acerbity of

temper,” and ‘¢ a prospect of secular
advantage in herding with a party”——
qualities, from which no flowers of
genius, no fruits of learniug, could
consistently be expected to spring.
To this elegant but undiscriminating
encomiast of English legislators, and
to thowsands who, like him, draw
their information and their spirit from
no purer sources than the acrid fount
of test.laws and proscriptive statutes,
the principles and conduct of Non-
conformists present nothing but an
arrogation of superior sapctity, an ab-
stinence from the most innocent and
tasteful recreations, and .an ignorant
coritempt of those sublime products.of
the imagination, and those venerable

-unskilled in the-art of ' cementi ,
digjecta imeembra of a-(reek tnagedy,

Cause of Noweonformity, as connected with Literature.

foster lafty thoughts, and to embellish
and refine the socizl state. The un-
prejudiced student of English history
will not, however, be deceived by
such partial and superficial estimates
either of the mental or moral gualities
of that illustrious band, who have
extorted from an adversary the memo-
rable coufession, that to their efforts
England stood indebted for the pre-
servation ofthe precious spark of civil
liberty, as well as of religious inde-
pendence, ‘ which two things,” as
Milton observes, ¢ (God hath insepa-
rably knit together, and hath dis-
closed to us, that they who seek to
corrupt our religion, are the same that
would enthral our cividl liberty.”
From those who have successfully
resisted the unhallowed usurpations
of priests and statesmen, upon the
highest and& most impertant province
of human inquiry, every -philosophic
and candid mind must concede that
the interests of science and literature,
in every department, have derived
eminent and lasting advancemeéent.
But in what propertion the cham-
pions of Neoncenformity have, in the
different stages of their history, indi-
vidually recruited the ranks of learn- -
ing, presents, it must be admitted, an
inquiry of a’'different.complexion, the
result of which might, from adveunti-
tious circumstances, be unfavourable,
without in the slightest degree im-
peaching the general conclusion, A
marked deficiency in literary acquire-
ments has been ever and anon insi-
nuated agamnst the body of Noncon-
formists, in modern as well as in more
early times: and it is toan investigation
of the truth of this charge, that the
present ‘writer wishes to invite some
of the members of this society, whese
talents and information might do that
Jjustice to the subject, which he feels
beyond the scope of bis ewn leisure
and course of study, :and the limits .of
a single Essay. That Nencounformists,

'in - later times, have ‘been outrivalled

by their brethren within the pale,
and under the opulemt patvonage of

the Iatablishment, in some of the

ornamental branches of literature——
that they have been comparatively

(@ :ﬂt‘e

or penetrating: the:mysiaries of. ancient

works of art which tend to mould and mytholegies;. or -even of stesping dhe
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‘brain in the cheerless' gulph of ma-
thematics, may, perhaps, be conceded
without disgrace ; or, let the dlsgrace
‘rest upon that tnu]v monastic policy *
‘which closes the avenues to the lite-
rary honours and rewards of our splen-
did Universities, against those who
caninot submit to be ¢ hamstringed
and manacled by early oaths and sub-
‘scriptions” to unexamined dogmas,
and who prefer the free and unshac-
kled use of five talents to the acqui-
sition of t¢en, which must be sup-
pressed or stored away, lest they
~should ¢¢ plagite the inventor.” At
least in the fearless application of
their literary acquirements to the
‘best and noblest purposes, Noncon-
formists may boldly claim the pre-
‘emineénce over their more richly-en-
dowed neighbours, whose literary
“wreaths are ¢ sadly mixed, half flow-
ers, half chains.” +

Although the more detailed view of
this subject is recommended and wil-
lingly devolved to abler pens, it may
be permitted to the present writer
to take a transient notice of a few of
“those literary worthies who have been
-enrolled in the records of KEnglish
Nonconformity. To the honour of
his country, our Wiﬂickliﬁ'ei ushered

T . PP

% Sir Richard Baker, that ganu]ous
- chronicler, uttered more truth than he was
aware of, ‘when, speaking of Cardinal
Wolsey’s electlon of colleges at Oxford
and Ipswich out of the revenues of the
smaller monasteries, ¢ a pernicions presi-
“dent,” says our Author, ¢ though, indeed,
there be great dnﬂ'erence between coir
verting of monasteries into colleges, and
utter subverting them.”’—Baker’s Chron.
p. 73.

4+ The hope may be indulged that,ere

long, enhghtened and liberal Dlssenters

will unite their efforts in establlshm(r an

institution upon a more euhrged 9cale,
and uinder more fortunate auspices than
hitherto, from which our students for the
'mlmstry, and the sons of our opulent fami-
lies, may derive every advantage which
literature can bestow, without paying the

degradmg price of University subsecrip-

tions. To nwrse this hope, and aid in
bringing it into action, would be a noble
.employment of the f'icu]tles of a saciety
instituted to forward the interests of Non-
confmmlty

T do not overlook the services of the
Al lgehsés ‘and Waldenses, who were still
earlier’ eng'ugcd in brlngmg light out of
darkness. |

VOIJO XIV- l‘:

the first to app
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in « the mormmg beawn .of Reforma-
tion,”* upwards of a century before
its brighter effulgence in the days of
Luther, and from the professor’s chalr
at Oxford, emboldened the theological
student to burst asander the fetters of
scholastic jargon, and draw his tenets
from the pure fountain of “cripture.
tfis transcendent learning was ac-

‘knowledged by his’ most inveterate

enemies: it was, indeed, iusufficient
to protect him agaiust the manceuvres
of the regular clergv and ihe bulls of
the pope; but his degradation from
University honours invigorated his
daring attacks upon that mystic Baby-
lon, to which he seems to have been
ly the merited epithet
of Antichrist. His frauslation of the
Bible into’ English was the greatest
and most importaut of his works,
though, until the establishment of the

‘tarnal sense, the pride of flesh,

——

* Milton thus beautitfully deseribes the
gradual triumph of the reforming spirit:
“ For he (God) being equally near to his
whole creation of mankind, and of free
power to turn his beneficent and fatherly
regard to what region or kingdom he
pleases, hath.yet ever had this island under
the special, indulgent eye of his provi-
dence; and pitving us the first of all
other nations, after he had decreed to pu-
rify and renew his charch that lay wal-

Jowing in idalatrous pollntious, sent first
to us a healing messenger to tuuch softly

our sores, and carry a geutle haud over
our woirnds ; he knoc ked once, and twice,
and came wam opening our drowsy eye-
lids lelsunelv by that glimmering light,
which Wickliffe and his followers dls-
persed ; and still taking off, by degrees,
the inveterate scalesfrom our uvigh perished
sight, purged also our deaf ears, and pre-
pared them to attend his second warning
trumpet in our grandsires’ davs. [low else
could they have been able to have received
the sudden assaults of his reforming spirit,
warring against human principles, and
that still
cried up anthmty, custom, c.mm:s, coun-
cils and laws; and cried down the trath
for novelty, schism, profaneness and saeri-
lege? Whereas, we that bave lived so
long in abundant light, besides the sunny
reflection of all the neighbouring churches,

have yet our hearts riveted with those old

opinions, and so obstructed and benumbed
with the same fleshly reasomings which in
our foretathers soon melted and gave away,
againstthe morning beam of Reformatipn.”
Milton’s Prase W. orks, by Symmons,
I 182. .
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--art of printing, its circulation and in-
fluence were necessarily very limited.

Amongst Wickliffe's followers it is
gratifying to distinguish the father of
English poetry, Geoffrey Chaucer,
who was deeply imbued with the
spirit of his great contemporary : and
the readers of the ¢ Canterbury Tales”
may trace no small portion of the
humorous, but poignant satire which
pervades that celebrated production, to
his concurrence in Wickliffe's attacks
upon the vices and corruption of the
clergy. -

The seeds of Reformation thus early
scattered were not lost, and the ad-
herents to the new opinions, though
labouring under complicated disad-
vantages, and vexed with grievous
persecution, continued to pave the
way for that illustrious era, which
released a considerable portion of the
Christian world from the despotism
of the papal chair, and established
principles which, in their full deve-
lopment, ensure to every man that
intellectual liberty which is the dig-
nity of his nature; and which, sus-
tained and protected by its mighty
weapon, the press, can never be again
surrendered without the grossest and
most inconceivable degeneracy.

Unfortunately for the cause of Re-
formation in this country, the imme-
diate motives of the ruling power
were vindictive and mercenary, aiming
rather at the transfer than the anni-
hilation of papal usurpations. The
prejudices of a large portion of the
clergy and people, were at the same
time decidedly favourable to the an-
cient formularies of the Church. The
¢¢ Rules of Scripture” were indeed
‘held out, «“ by his Majesty’s will and
pleasure,” as the true standard of Re-
formation ; but. towards the close of
Henry's capricious reign, there was
little peace to those who ventured to
resort “ to the law and to the testi-

mony.” e
. 'The short reign. of his son, Edward,

was more auspiclous to the cause of

Reform, though its enlightencd friends
had to struggle with many.difficulties,
and particularly the deplorable igno-
rance of the greater proportion of the
parochial clergy. The establishment
of the Liturgy did not take place
without opposition, and both the King
and his Bishops Cranmer, Latimer,
Ridley and Hooper, in different de-
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grees, concurred with the celebrated

Professors Peter Martyr and Martin
Bucer, and other learned divines, in
manifesting their zeal for a further
Reformation. The clerical vestments
were a very general object of disgust,
and Bucer and Martyr, with many
others, declined the use of the sur-
plice. The famous Dr. Thomas
Sampson, subsequently one of the
leading Puritans, was permitted to
except against the habits at his ordi-
nation, by Cranmer and Ridley, who,
however, upon Dr. Hooper’s nomi-
nation to the bishopric of Gloucester,
disgraced themselves by insisting upon
his assuming, at his consecration,
“ the old symbolizing popish gar-
ments,” which his learning and good
sense united in pointing out. as the
“ inventions of Antichrist,” and incon-
sistent with the simplicity of the
Christian religion. Upon the whole,

‘it is impossible to deny that, during

this reign, the weight of learming
and talents decidedly lay on the side
of those who were either open Non-
conformists to the ceremonies of the
Church, or were sincerely desirous of
a further reduction of the number of
those relics of Popery. "

During the bigoted and sanguinary,
but providentially short reign, of
Mary, many of the most learned and
eminent divines sought refuge on the
Continent from the resentment of the
common adversary of Protestants, and
in their exile imbibed more rooted
objections to that partial Reformation,
which had hitherto obtained in their
native country : and when Elizabeth
had become the supreme head ter-
restrial of the revived Church of IEn-
gland, it is said, in -particular, that
“ they dealt with the Queen to let
the matter of the habits fall.” These
attempts at a more liberal compre-
hension, were speedily answered by
the Act of Uniformity, which im-
posed the Prayer-Book, with its de-
cent array of rites and ceremonies,
and protecting penalties, upon heér
faithful subjects, and reserved to her
Majesty the power of ordaining and
publishing < such further ceremonies
or rites, az might be most for the
advancement of God's glory, the edi-
fying of his church, and the due reve

rence of Christ's holy mysteries anc
sacraments.” The steady rigour with

which the Queen wielded the powers
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vested in her by this act, materially
checked the freedom of discussion,
but at the same time caused Noncon-
formity to assume a more settled and
decided character. It is with refe-
rence to this period that Mr. Geo.
Cranmer, in his Letter to Hooker,
prefixed to the Ecclesiastical Polity,
says, ¢ It may be remembered, that
at first the greatest part of the learned
in the land were either eagerly af-
fected or favourably inclined that way.
The books then written for the most
part savoured of the disciplinary style:
it sounded every where in pulpits, and
in. common phrase of men’s speech:
the coutrary part began to fear they
had taken a wrong course.” So far
were the Puritans (as the Noncon-
formists were reproachfully termed)
from taking their rise amongst the
ignorant and enthusiastic, asmany are
ready to believe, it is abundantly evi-
dent that the first statesmen * of that
day countenanced the efforts of the
most learned and estimable divines,
towards effecting a further Reforma-
tion. The University of Cambridge
appedrs to have become a nursery of
Puritanism ; the fellows and scholars
of St. John’s College, to the number
of nearly three hundred, threw away
their supplices with one consent, and
many in other colleges followed their
example. 'The heads of colleges +
remonstrated with the Chancellor,
who was urged on by the jealousy of
Archbishop Parker, upon theinjurious
effects which an imposition of Con-
formity must produce, not only to the

—

* Amongst the more celebrated fa-
vourers of the Puritans, such as the Earls
of Leicester and Huntingdon, the great
Lord Burleigh, Sir Francis Walsingham
and Sir Francis Knollys, we ought not
to omit honourable mention of Attorney
James Morrice, an able and learned bar-
rister, and a man of great piety, who was
both. im and out eof Parliament a most
zealous defender of the rights and liberties
of his fellow-subjects.—~Sirype’s Whitgtft,
pp- 387, 388. ,

+ Amongst the subscribers to this Let-

ter was Dr. John Whitgift, afterwards
Archbishop of Canterbury, and a zealous
persecutor of his former friends. Thus,
in most cases, the more celebrated Con-
formists had to answer for an ahandonment
of thefr éarlier principles, under circum-
stanees o strongly indicating the motives
of their conversion. S

preaching of the gospel, but also to
good learning. The Archbishop and
his coadjutors,nevertheless, proceeded
rigidly to exact Conformity, and the
consequence of these proceedings was,
the deprivation of the most able of
the clergy, and the shutting up of
their churches, or the substitution of

other ministers, whose ignorance and

incapacity were only equalled by the
laxity of their manners. he vene-
rable Miles Coverdale, (the joint
translator and publisher, with Tindal,
of the first entire English Bible,) Dr,
Sampson, Dean of Christ Church,
Oxford, and Dr. Humphrey, President
of Magdalen College, and Dr. Turner,
Dean of Wells, were among the early
sufferers under these anti-protestant
measures. It would, indeed, be almost
endless to repeat even the names of
those divines of creditable talents and
learning, who, in a greater or less
degree, entered their protest against
them : but the name of Cartwright is
so closely connected with the early
history and literary reputation of the
Puritans, of whom he has been some-
times styled the Father, as to recom-
mend some passages of his Biography
to more particalar notice. * o
"Thomas Cartwright was born about
the year 1535, and edueated in St.
John’s College, Cambridge, and soon
after Queen Elizabeth's accession was
made a Fellow of that house, and sub-
sequently one of the eight senior
Fellows of Trinity College. In the
year 1564, when Queen Elizabeth
visited the University, Mr. Cartwright
was selected as one of the learned dis-
putants for her Majesty’s entertain-
ment, and, according to some ac-
counts, discovered such extraordinary
abilities as to give the greatest satis-
faction to the Queen and other audi- .
tors : but Dr. Nichols remarks, that
Dr. Preston, Cartwright's opponent,
‘“ by the sweetness of his voice, and
the modesty of his behaviour, did
extraordinarily please the Queen ;
while the other, by his natural haugh-

~ et

#* ] have extracted these particulars of
his life principally from Peirce’s Vindi-
cation of Dissenters, and Brook’s Lives of

“the Puritans, in 3 vols., a publication not

much known; but which bhas collected to-
gether much interesting matter relative to

the history of Nonconformity prior to the

Restoration,

\
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tiness and roughness, seemed to spoil
the force of bis arguments,” and in-
curred the Koyal neglect, which bore
hard upon his proud spirit. That
Cartwnight's independent manners
might wouud her Majesty’s supre-
macy, is far from being improbable,
but the accasation is discredited by
the teshhmony of >trype and Fuller;
and his journey to Geneva, which
has been attributed to his disgust on
this occasion, does not appear to have
taken place for several years,
~In the vear 1750, Mr. Cartwright
was elected to the Margaret Profes.-
sorship, and his lectures in that capa-
city were much admired for their
‘acuteness and solidity. When he
preached in rotation at St. Mary’s,
the church could not accommodate
the mulititudes who flocked to hear
him. Dr. Whitgift, theu Master of
Trinity College, was in the habit of
answering Cartwright’'s sermons on
the disputed points concerning church
disciplive, upon which Fuller can-
~didly remarks, ‘¢ ‘I'he result of the
difference between them is this, that
(leaving the controversy itself to the
judgment of others . if Cartwright had
the better of it in his learving, W hit-
gift had the.advantage in his temper;
and, which is’ the main, he had more
power to back, if fewer people to
follow him.” Archbishop Grindal
(who was supposed by many to be
in his heart favourable to the Puritans)
wrote to Sir Wm. Cecil, Chancellor
of the University, urging him to take
some course with Cartwright, who
constantly spake against the external
policy of the Established Church, in
eonsequence of which, the youth of
the University described as, ¢ at that
time, very toward in learning,” fre-
quented his lectures, and were in
danger of being poisoned by his doc-
trines. Mpr. Cartwright vindicated
his conduct in a letter to the Chan-
cellor, and was supported by numerous
friends in his assertion of the mo-
dération and cauation with which he
treated the disputed topics. In spite,
however, of the Chancellor’s wish to
shield him from severe animadversion,
VIy. C'artwright was first deprived of
is stipend, and afterwards, during
Vhitgift'’s Vice-chanceHorship, was
whelly ‘remaoved from his professor-
sitip:; and, not content with this mea-
guré of degradation, Whitgift soon

jecture: your meat and drink is

endure?

Cause of Nonconformity, as connccied with Literature.:

procured his expuision from the Uni-
versity.  That the credit and fame
which the deprived Professor enjoyed
at Cambridge, did not desert him in
general society, appears from the in-
sulting language addressed to him by
his persecutor.* ¢ What commodities
vou want that I have [ cannot con-
A 3 pYo-
vided with less trouble and charges
unto you, and in more delicate and
dainty manner than mine is; your
ease and pleasure ten times more;
you do what you list, go where yow
list, come when you list, speak when
you list, at your pleasure. What
would you have more? 1 know not
why youshould complain, except you
be of the same disposition with the
Franciscan Friars; who, when they
had filled their bellies at other men’s
tables, were wont to cry out and say;
How many things are we forced to
Some men are delighted
to be fed at other men’s tables, and
prefer popular fame before gold and

silver.” - |
Mr. Cartwright being thus pre-
vented from uscfulness in his native
country, visited the Continent, and
established an intimacy with several
of the most distinguished Protestant
divines, and particularly with the
celebrated Beza, who bestowed on
him this lofty commendation, . that
‘“ he thought the sun did not see a
more learned man.” He also officiated.
in -the capacity of wminister to the
Iinglish merchants at Antwerp and
Middleburgh, with great acceptance,
and returned to England after an
abseuce of two years, upon the pres-
sing entreaties of Fulke and others of
his friends. About this time an “ Ad-
mouition to Parliament” was pub-
lished, on the subject of Church Dis-
(\:)ié)l,ilié, which was answered by Dr.
Whitgift’s pen, aided by the impri-
sonment of its supposed 2uthors. QOn
this occasion Cartwright much dis-
tinguished himself by two replies to
Whitgift, who, however, gained more
substantial advancement, being cen-
setrated Archbishop of Canterbury,
on the death of Grindal. The High
Comuiissioner haviug' issued an orfe
for his apprehension, Cartwright tpok
refuge in the jslands of Jersey and
Guernsey, and aftexrwards revisifed the
* Peirce’s Vindication, p.59. = .
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Cause ‘of--Noncanfbrmit;y, as eannected with Literature.

Gontinent : upon his return in con-
sequence of ill health, and for the
benefit of his native air, he was ar-
rested by Bishop Avlmer, and cast
into prison, from which he was re-
lieved by the intercession of the Earl
of Leicester, who made him master
of the Hospital at Warwick : his bro-
ther, the good Farl of Warwick, was
also his coustaut.patron. King James
of Scotland, about this time, offered
him a professorship in the University
of St. Andrews, and the Archbishop
of Dublin strongly solicited him to
accept preferment in Ireland.:
- In the vear 1583 was published the
¢« Rhemish Translation of the New
Testament,” the annotations subjoined
to which were generally thought, by
the learned Protestants, to call for a
powerful refutation. The Queen her-
seif is reported to have -applied to
Beza, requesting him to undertake
the answer; but he modestly declined,
saying, that she had oue in her own
kingdom far abler than himselif to un-
deltake such a task ; and afterwards
“intimated that Mr,. Thomas (Cartwright
was the man. - Sir Francis Walsingham
(that distinguished favourer of the
Puritans), with the Queen’s concur-
rence, as is supposed, then solicited
Cartwright to uundertake the work,
and, as au encouragement, sent him a
sum of monev. 'This application was
seconded by Fulke, Whitaker and other
celebrated (‘ambridge divines, and by
the ministers of London and Suffolk.
Thus encouraged, Cartwright dili-
gently applied himself, and had made
considerable progress in the work,
when his evil genius, now seated on
the archiepiscopal throne, dispatched
a haughty wmessenger, forbidding his
farther proceeding, and enforced obe-
dience to this tyrannical prohibition.
It was not until the year 1618 that
the work was published, under the
double dasadvantage of being unfi-
nished in itself, and printed from a
mouse-eaten copy,* abook,” says Fuller,
“ which, notwithstandmg the foresaid
defects, is so complete that the Rhemists
durst never return the least answer
thereunto;” and,“ina word, no English
champlon in that age did with more
valour ‘or success charge or rout the
Romish enemy in matters of doctrine.”
This learned advoeate of the reformed
religian, conld. not secure himself by
any thing short: of completb silemce on

the subjects nearest to his heart, or dis-
arm the|animosity of the Archbishop
and his brethren and in the year 1590
a long list of artldes were exhlbelted_
against him, several of which referred
to his conduct as a minister in forelga
parts. 'To these he declined making
ap answer upon oath, and being in
copnsequence commiitted to the Fleet
prison, with Udal and many other mi-
nisters, he was, in advanced age, and
under the pressure of disease, harassed
by the most irregular attempts to pra-
cure his submissign. Upon this oceg-

sion, King James did hunself the credit
of app!ymg to the Queen on behalf of
Udal, Cartwright, and ¢ certain other
ministers of the Evange] of whose gqu
erudition and fruitful travels 1n the
church’ he had received “a very cre-
dible commendation.” This interces-
sion, and several other attempts:ta
procure their release, were wholly
fruitless: but after two years’ unwhele-
some confinement, the Archbishop re-
lented in favour of Cartwright, who
was released upon promise of his quiet
and peaceable behaviour, and restored
to hlS hospital at Warwick, where he
ended his days in the exemplary dis-
charge of his duties, continuing to
preach when he could scalcely creep
into the pulpit. His character is thus
pithily summed up by Fuller: ¢ He
was most pious and strict in his con-
versation, a pure Latuust, an accur&te
Grecian, an exact Hebrean, and, in
short, a most excellent scholar.”"f

[

* Churton, in his Life of Noweli, vehe-
mently arraignos the taste and judgment of
Mr. Cartwright, who in a famlllar corye-
spondence had compared prayer to 2 buneh
of keys, ¢ whereby we go to all the trea-
sures and storehouses of the Lord, his but-
teries, his pantries, his cellars, his ward.-
robe;’’ and trinmphantly asks, ¢« Was this
the man to Mmprove - what had been
dope by Cranmer and his coadjulorse-to
give us a form of worship ihore pure and
edifying, more dignified and devout®”
The passage cannot be extolled as .a sgpeci-
men of good taste, bat it would be ag an-
reasonable to pronounce the writer inca-

pable of a sublime address to the Deity as
to deny Shakspeare’s claims as a poet and

philosopher, because his dialogue is occav
sionally mfected with the trivial eouceits
which were fashionable in that age. A
more formidable objection. might be. prp-
ferred against the good taste of Tavernor,
another of the learned Pyrnitans of Queen

7)

‘Elizadeth's reign, who, haxing’ obtgined &



Nor were the literary acquirements
of the Puritans restricted to theology,
although that ‘“ Queen of all Sciences”
might have justified her votaries in an
exclusive homage, whilst the unhal-
lowed arm of temporal authority still
retained within its grasp so large a
portion of her rightful domains. Of
Whitaker, Rainolds and several others,
still more unequivocally Nonconform-
ists, the concurrent testimonies of emi-
nent and impartial writers prove that
their learning was varied and compre-
hensive, extending to the ornamental
as well as the more solid branches of
knowledge; and with respect to many
of them it may be remarked, that their
English style is as correct and pure
as their reasoning is vigorous and un-
‘answerable. Amongst the laity dis-
tinguished by talent, and not unfre-
quently also by rank and station, the
principles of Puritanism found many

secret supporters, and not a few public

advocates. The corruption and vena-
lity of the established clergy, which
had in Wickliffe’'s days provoked the
satire of Chaucer, in 2 more advanced
stage of the Reformation called forth
the indignant but cautious reproba-
tion of a Spenser.* Does any one
still hesitate to pronounce Noncon-
formity to the state religion compa-
tible with the expansion and culti-
vation of genius, imagination, fancy
and taste, let him look upwards to the
venerable form of Milton, enthroned
on the imperishable products of his in-
tellect, and crowned with increasing
honours from each successive genera-
tion. To describe him worthily re-
quires a genius like his own.
regions of poetry he alternately con-
tests the empire with Shakspeare,

-

special licence from King Edward to preach
without being ordained, took every oppor-
tunity of acting under it which the favour
and connivance of the Queen afforded him.
Whilst high sheriff of the county of Oxford,
he appeared in St. Mary’s stone pulpit, with
his gold chain and sword, and preluded
his discourse with the following words :
€ Arriving at the mount of St. Mary’s, in
the stony stage where I now stand, I have
brought you some fine biscuits, baked in
the oven of charity, and carefully con-
served for the chickens of the c¢hurch, the
sparrows of the spirit, and the sweet swal-
lows of salvation”

\ * See his Shepherd’s Calendar, Eclogues

bth agd 7th, and Mother Hubberd’s Tale.

,f
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Mr. Belsham and Mr. Aspland o the Greenoek Subscription.

“ Fancy’s child,” and with the epic
muse of antiquity. To the less ideal
conflict with the ¢ powers of this
world” in the cause of liberty,* he
advanced under the celestial panoply
of wisdom and virtue, nor has his
¢ noble task” beeun wrought in vain.
The country which gave him birth
will not cease to derive a growing lustre
from so rare and perhaps unparaHleled
a combination of all the majesty of
genius with all the grace of science;
but more especially may those who
enlist under the banners of Protestant
Nonconformity, that glorious cause
which called forth the most powerful
energies and moulded the loftiest con-

ceptions of his mind, fearlessly go

forth, armed in the mental and moral
strength of their immortal champion,

so long as
- ¢ New foes arise
¢ Threat’ning to bind our sowuls with sccular

chains.”
R.

et

Essex Street,

SI1r, Jan. 16, 1819,
SEE, by Mr. Harris’s account,
published in the blue cover of
your last Repository, that there re-
mains in his hands £300. of the col-
lection made for building a Chapel at
Greenock: but as the conditions of
the collection were not fulfilled, and
as there is no reasonable prospect of
building an Unitarian Chapel at

- Greenock, the money collected returns

of right to the subscribers, to whom,
if required, their proportion, that is,
two thirds of the original contribution,
should be paid. But as this would
occasion great trouble and considerable
expense, and as the main object for -
which the money was collected was to
promote the cause of Unitarian Chris-
tianity in Scotland, I would recom-
mend that the three hundred pounds
in Mr. Harris’s hands should be divided
equally between the two congregations
of Edinburgh and Glasgow, to assist
in discharging the Chapel debt of the
one, and in accumulating the Chapel
fund of the other. |
In order to this, would it not be
advisable that Mr. Harris, if he has no
objection, should give notice every
month in your Repository that it is his--

bad

* & For who loves that, must ﬂrsi‘ffbe wise
and good.” o



Manuscript Memoirs.— Buonaparte’s Unitarian Project.

&tention so to dispose of the sum now
remaining in his hands, at next Mid-
summer, unless it or any part of it
should be previously demanded by the
original contributors? And further to
secure Mr. Harris, the Trustees who
receive the money for Edinburgh and
Glasgow should indemnify that gen-
tleman against any future claims from
the original contributors.
. - T. BELSHAM.

As one of the contributors to the
proposed Greenock Chapel, I beg
leave to add that ] concur entirely in
Mr. Belsham’s recommendation.

ROBERT ASPLAND.

Hackney, Jan. 18, 1819.

R ——

SR, Bath, Nov. 3, 1818.

T is often the fate of historical and
A& biographical collections, when they
are notdeposited insome publiclibrary,
to fall into the hands of persons who
are little able to appreciate their value,
and who, not esteeming them as they
deserve, suffer them to be lost or de-
stroyed. I am not without hope that
the three following manuscript me-
moirs, which were used by Dr. Calamy
in the composition of his invaluable
work, may be still in existence; and
that, if you will allow me to make the
imquiry through the medium of the
Monthly Repository, information may
be obtained where they are now to be
found, which I have long sought by
other means in vain.

1. The Collections of Dr. Henry
Sampson, an ejected Fellow of Pem-
broke Hall, Cambridge, afterwards
M. D. and an Honorary Fellow of the
College of Physicians. They appear
to have embraced a variety of matter
highly interesting to the student in the
history of IEnglish Paritanism and its
offspring, Nonconformity, by the ac-
count given of them in the Preface to
the first volume of the Abridgment of
Baxter's Life and Times.

- 2. ‘A thankful Remembrangce of some
remarkable Acts of the Lord’s good
‘Providence towards me, Richard Tay-
dor,” mentioned in Dr. Calamy’s Con-
tinunation of his Account of the ejected
and silenced Ministers, p. 941.

" 8. A Narration of his Life and Times,
by John Shaw, M. A. ejected at Hull,
‘and formerly Vicar of Rotherham. Dr.
‘Calamy had a copy, from which he has
.abridged the excellent account he has
given of Mr. Shaw [ Aceount, p. 823].

31

Anothier copy was in the library of
Thoresby, the Leeds antiquary, who
had also made many extracts from Dr.

Sampson’s Collections. See Duc. Leod.

p- 537. o
JOSEPH HUNTER.
SiRr, Bridport, Dec. 9, 1818.

i ATELY reading the Appendix to .

the 86th Volume of the Monthly
Review, my attention was peculiarly
arrested by some remarks of the Re-
viewers on “ the Abbé Morellet’s Mis-
cellanies of Literature and Philosophy
in the Eighteenth Century.” These

] have sent for insertion in the Monthly

Repository, hoping that oue or other
of your correspondents may be able to
throw some light on a scheme said to
be in contemplation in France, which,
if carried into effect, would probably
produce most important changes in the
system of religion and the mode of
public worship, not only in that coun-
try, but also eventually in all Christen-
dom. Whether there be sufficient
ground for the representations of the
Reviewers, I cannot undertake to de-

termine.
THOMAS HOWE.

After extracting a passage from the
above work, containing an interesting
account of Mariano Socini, born in
Sienna, about the beginning of the
fifteenth century, the Reviewers pro-
ceed:

¢ Such was the grandfather of the
celebrated Unitarian, Lelio Socini;
and it is not unlikely that the opinions
which his descendants promulgated,
were first awakened in his own mind,
and were traditionally preserved in his
family, until a convenient moment
arrived for giving publicity to them.
The Abbé Morellet, however, ought
not to have been ignorant™ of the
existence and merit of a man who was
probably recorded in the very popular
and very accessible Biographical Dic-
tionary of Ladvocat; and who, in com-
mon with the other members of his
excellent family, is always mentioned
by ecclesiastical historians. The ad-
visers of Buonaparte were not ignorant
of the literary force of the Soctnien
family, and were preparing to give an

\

- * Referring to the Abbé’s acknowledg-
ment, that he never heard the name of
Mariano Socini till he lately met with itin
some Italian work,
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" extensive establishment to their opi-
- nions in France, by amalgamating the
Protestants and the Jews uinder anew
Unitarian priesthood, combined by the
same Presbvterian discipline. Fhls
bold innovation, for Which Villers and
others were employed to propitiate
the public mind, though suspended,
‘is probably not abandoned and may
yet be realized by the representatives
of the French. lldthll. It is felt that
the people of France cannot be drilled
agiin into Roman Catholic opinions;
that an order of public instructors and
" a system of social veligion are neces-
sary to regularity, to probity, to do-
mestic comfort, to convenient educa-
‘tion, to piety, and to the decorous
consecration of barials, marriages and
deaths; and it has been thought that
the form of Christianity leust exposed
to the shafts of ridicule, which in that
country have been so0 often directed
against the absurdities of Catholic
superstition, is that which was rev1ved
by Mariano Socinz.”

- Appendix to the 86th Vol. of the

" Monthly Review, from May to

Auvgust, 1818, p. 528.
Onr Mr. Belsham's < Plea for Infant
Baptism.”

(Continued from Vol. XIIIL. P 571)

SIR,

YHE interloquium, like othcr in-

truders, has, 1 perceive, been too
. prattling and prolix; .and your veaders,
like the person intruded on, have a
right to complain. They might, in-
- deed, have been forewarned, that they
would always have the remedy in their
own hands; that when the letters grew
tedious, they might readily pass to the
fiekt article in your Repository. Thus
‘the ‘door may be effectually barred
against any intruder.

But this interlocutory part, though
enteréd upon somewhat indiscreetly,
must not be left too abruptly. Tor,
though, on one side, the probabilities
in favour of Adult Baptism, to the ex-
clusion of - Infant, are accompanied with
so much evidence, as to amouunt, in my
judgment, to almost a moral certainty,
yet, on the other, there occur some
objections, which may seem to require

a little adjustment. Before, then, we
resume the subject of Mr. Belsham's
Censure-of Mr. Robinson, I beg leave

to submit two or thyvee more ideas to

the iitdulgence of your readers.

On Myr. Belsham’s ¢ Plea for Infant Baptism.”

It may, then, and has becdn, askedy
unless we admit Apostohcal authority,
how can we account for a- practice
that was so common? Auil how for
the obscurity in which its origin is
involved ?

There are several previous questions
which might be here proposed, but
they shall be reserved for a sort of
postscript. ln the mean time, with the
evidenice already before us, we must
be permitted to cownsider Infant Bap-
tism not as a dwme, but Awman insti-
tution; and since the civil magistrate
has ,ado ted it for state purposes, it
may be considered as other civil ordi-
nances, and as other doctrines which
have derived much support from the
civil authority, so as to have become
very popular. And it may, then, be
asked, has any strange thing happened
to Infant Baptism? Any thing more

.extraondmaly than what has occurred

to other affairs, which have been mere
human coatrivances, which have been
involved in the vicissitudes of the
world, depending on caises which are
latent, and which, perhaps, never:can
be known, and lable to human con-
tingences >—TFor example:
Universities are the great luminaries
of modern Europe. L.ike the sun in
the firmament, they spread their. in-
flueuce, and, as objects of vision, are
(‘ontemphted toavery remotedistance.
'They are appealed to as the oracles of
literature; their practices have the
force of laws; and their authority is
founded on ancient prescriptions and
immemorial usages. But will any onge
say, at what precise period these ma-
gical institutions took their rise? They
Sprung up in various points of the po-
Iitical horizon, (the most ancient in the
most obscure,) and in an atmosphere
full of mists. The fact is, at whatever
period we first consider them, we are
obliged to consider them, not as being
then first created, but as being previ-

ously in-existenc e.* Prior to the very

* Il n’est pas possible de fixer par des
dates—precises les commencemens soit de
I’ université de Paris en général, soit des
parties qui la composent, des magistrats, qui
la gouvernent, des principaux attributs qui
la caractérisent. Les vecherches sur tous
les points ne menent en ancuu fagon a une

origine claire et déterminée:: et les premiéies

mentions que 1’ on renconti-e ‘dans les monu-
mens historiques, n’en'conti hem’ poidt In
creatioh, et 'I” émhiménm if-en ‘sap-,



" On M’fz‘: Belsham’s ¢ Plecé for Infant Baptzsm”

“being of these cor poratlons, the word
‘had been in use, and applied to &ccle-
'siastical and civil-law purposes. Ap-
plied to literary bodies, it was a mere
accommodation, and readily, instanta-
neously made: and the disputes of some
learned men about the origin and anti-
quity of our oldest universities are a
mere strife of words with little of mean-
ing. These learned men cannot even
inform us, where the history of their
‘universities begins:
least as much obscurily as Infant Bap-
tism is; taking both of them, as I do, for
human institutions. Your correspon-
dent, too, seesns (perhaps only seems)
to be held in surprise at the obscurity
of certain phcenomena, which may be
clearer to persons of as pure an organ
of intellectual vision as his own.

So, again, the English Constitution
is to be recognized rather as an effect,
than a cause. From whatever point
‘we contemplate it, whether at the Re-
volution or Restoration, at the Refor-
mation or the Conquest, at the giving
or confirming of Magna Charta—from
whatever point we choose to contem-
plate it, we are compelled to consider
it not as a standing, but as a flowing
point; as a consequence, not as a prece-
dence; as a gradual processfrom some-
thing in existence, not as a subitaneous
contrivance of consummate wisdom at
a given time; as a constitationof things,
of which we can no more ascertain the
beginning, than we can foresee the
catastrophe. Montesquieuy therefore,
after all his enlogiums on it, is obliged
to leave it abruptly and:in confusion.

¢ This noble system,” says he, * was

found in the woods.” *

Even of that part of this system that
we are accustomed to admire so much,
the representative part, we should find
it no eéasy matter to ascertain the ori-
gin. Itisfuliof obscurity, and writers
of much thought and learning, who
have differed in their opinions about
it, have appealed. to the same statutes,
in favour of their opposite opinions;
in the same manner as the Jesuits and
Jansenists, the Lutherans and Cal-
vinists, and all the various opposing
sects, appeal to the same primitive
authorities, to the same original Scrip-

it is involved in at

© Adults to apostolical tradition.*

posent exlstence, Origines de I’ Univeérsité

de Paris, par Mons. Cg

exactly mnnlar tp these will apply to thg

Universities of Oxford and Cambndge
* Esprit des Loix, Ch. vi. L, ii.
VOL. XIV. K

revier. Observatm ns
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tures;| and in the same ﬁxanner as we
have 5t en Mr. Robinson -and Mr. Bel-
sham appeal to Tertullian.

- Remarks similar to these Wouid ap-
ply to the origin of most Christian
Churches, how celebrated soever they
afterwards became in history. The
beginning' of them rests in" an ob-
scurity not unlike that which mvolves
Infant Baptism. Mr. Robinson seén-
sibly remarks, “ The obscurity of the
history of almostallCh rlstlanL hurches
affords a high degree of probability
that the first dlsmples of Jesus were a
few plain men, beneath the notice of
the magistrate and the historian.” No
one can ascertainwhen the first African
Church was formed. Churches grew
up semsim sine sensu, and were not
visible till they reached to a certam
size.

And here, by the bye, whlle ai]udmg
to the obscurity of the origin of Infant
Baptism, I am reminded of another
significant remark of Mr. Robinson’s:
“ Strictly speaking, it lies upon those
who practise Infant Baptism, to shew
kow they came by it.* I think it must
have appeared how little can be said
for its origin on Augustine’s ground of
apostohcal authonty, particularly as
Tertullian turns the argument quite
the other way ; for he positively ascribes
the origin of the T'rine Immersion of
Did.
they both, then, though opposed to
each other, as well in mode as subject,
originate in apostolical :authority ?
Trine Immersion of Adults .was un-
questionably. practlsed ‘both among
Unitarians and Trinitarians, and more.

generally than Infant Baptism; and 1

should think it better to speak, as T
think most of your .readers will, after
St. Basil an this sub_]ect than after
Tertulhan '

* IIanc si nulla bcuplura detelmmavn,
certd consuetudo corroboravit, qui sine
dubio de' traditione manavit,—This pas-
sage, by the bye, is itself a proof that Ter-
tullian could know nothing of an apostohcal'
tradltlon in favour of Infant Bapitsm.

1 Fluxit igjtar & traditione consuetudo
1lla ecclesxastua, qu® quantumvis corro-
borata. potuit ' tamen infirmari. Basilius
quidem incertus undé fuerit inductus ille
ritus rogat undé traditum sit hominem zer
$mmerg: debere. Non igitur velut apos-
tolicum, aut ;psms Christi mandatnm per-
petuﬁ. observatlone colenda fuit Tnn& Iin-.

" mersio. See Robinson’s Hist. Bapt p- 168,

Notes,
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. Again, what shall: we say of the
doctrine of the Trinity ? - Those who
are professedly Trinitarians, finding,
as they conceive, this doctrine in the
Old or New Testament, or in. both,
have something of firm footing on
which to rest—some fixed point, at
which their reasonings can commence.
But what will Unitarians say? They
deny that the doctrine has amy foun-
dation either in the Old or New Testa-
ment. Where, then, will they trace
the origin of this doctrine? 1t will not
~ do to derive it from General Councils;
for General Councils did but find and
establish the doctrine ; they did not in-
vent it. We find a something at least
very like it in the writings of all the
earliest Fathers, the Patres A postolici,
Iren=us, Tertullian and Justin Martyr.
Plato had his Bonum, his Boni Filius
and Anima Mundi; Orpheus his Pha-
nes, Uranus and Chronus, his Taiuopgoy
@ecov—the Magi among the Persians,
their Orinrasdes, their Mithras, and
their Arimanes, their Oromasdes To:-
WARTLOGy " ' -
Ylayr: yap ev woouw rapwea Tpog, 4
Movaes eepyess |
‘Where, then, will an Unitarian, on his
hypothesis, begin the history of a Tri-
nity > They are, and they must conti-
nue out at sea. Yet the doctrine has
been (like that of Infant Baptism) pro-
fessed with great piety ; it is of very
remote antiquity; it has been defended
by learned men of great authority ; it
has been made the key-stone of most
Christian establishments; and, on the
principles of our Unitarians, the origin
of this most popular, this widely-ex-
tended doctrine, must be involved in
the thickest mists, in the most impe-
netrable clouds of darkness.

Objects of equal magnitude and
extent in human affairs, have been in
similar or greater obscurity. People,
who fill the page of history with their

celebrity, have been small in their

beginning, though of prodigious size

in their maturity; gradual in their.

growth, but uncertain, and even mis-
taken, as to their origin. The Roman
nation, so illustrious through many

ages for their love of liberty, and

their examples of public virtue, so
- eéxtensive 1n their conquests, so bound-

~ * Inquiry into the Nature of Subscrip-
~tion to the Thirty-hine Al‘tiCkCB, 2nd Ed.
pr298. | .
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less in their dominions, by laying
claim to a divine origin, did but pro-
claim that they were ignorant whence
they first sprang. Their fame is im-
perishable in the annals of history,
but it rises on a monument, the: foun-
dation of which is buried in fable. *

In like manner the Atheniaus, who
first among the Grecian states gave
themselves to the study of science,
seem to have been acquainted with
almost every thing but their own
descent ; and on this point they did
not choose to acknowledge their ig-
norance. They laid claim to a prime-
val antiquity : and through a disdain
of being indebted to foreign nations

- for their birth, rather chose to say

that, like grasshoppers, they sprung
out of their own soil. + A
‘These examples will, I hope, shew,
how what is ancient very frequently
siiiks into shade ; that some matters
of fact in history are often, like others
in philosophy, more visible in their
effects than In their causes; and that
it is unnecessary, as well as suspicious,
to trace them to foreign, super-human
causes. |
That would appear to me a most
strange objection to Adult Baptism,
which should arise from the conside-
ration of its not being received in
national churches, and as strange an

* Datur, says Livy, speaking of the
origin of the Romans, hxze venia antigui-
tati, ut miscendo khumane -divinis, pri-
mordia urbiam eugustiora faciat. Prefat.
And the author of the “ Romanz Historie
Breviarium,’’ thus makes out the fible:
Romanum Imperiim, quo neque ab ex-
ordio nllnm feré minus, neque incrementis
toto orbi amplius humani potest memorii
recordari, &4 Romulo exordinm habet:
qui Vestalis Virginis filius, et (quantum
putatus est) Martis, cum Remo Fiatre,
uno partu editus est. -

1 Hence Thueydides, in the famous
funeral oration, makes Pericles say, Ty
Yoo Ywpoy cer di avTor osxovyres, dtadoxy
TWY ETKYSyVopmevey pmexor Tovde eAevlspay
3¢ axperny mepedosawy. Svyp: B. A3, In
Plato’s Ewiraguos Aoyos, they are de-
scribed as Avroxfovorc,—xpeghopevovs, ovn
Um0 piTpules, 65 ceAlot; AN ‘G gl pos,
TS Xwpxs ev 7 anady, ' Menexenus. < And
in reference to this notion of ‘their anti-
juity, some of the nobler Athenians, as

hucydides tells us, used to wear golden
grasshoppers in thejr bairs, insects which,
as was supposed, spmng out. of the
ground, =~ s
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argument in favour of Infant Baptism,
froni its being readily and generally
adopted in natnonal churches. This
argument, | see, is made use of by
Mr Belsham, in his pamphlet on
Infant Baptism, and is taken, like
most of his unfortunate criticisms,
from Mr. Wall. 1 hope it will make
his pamphlet sell among the clergy
of the Lstablished Lhurgh and there-
fore 1 most generously notice it. But
I fear the argument will have little
weight with his dissenting friends,
notwithstanding his candour and his
compliments. | should call this a
strange objection and a strange argu-
ment, because they appear to me, on
truly Christian principles, to defeat
theu' own object. Ecclesiastical, like
civil establzskments, take their sanction
from human law; thiongs indifferent
in themselves derive all their con-
sequence from the civil magistrate.
His .object is wtility, not trwth, as
Bashop ‘Warburton states. 1 sh_all
take leave to add, that under his (the
civil magistrate’s) direction, religious
rites lose their nature, and become
czvtl ones. Religious establishments,
under a weak though confident plea
of the wnity of the fazth, assumed
(whether rnghtly or not is of little
consequence) on the authority of pri-
mitive antiquity, cripples and dis-
franchises personal religion, disqualifies
for the exercise of private judgment,
and, in short, aims to erect one great
church monarchy, whose members are
not citizens' but snlyects. whose con-
sciences are not to be consulted, but
controlled ; not to be liberalized, but
restrained’; not tobe tolerated in their
own opinions, but to be bound, by
a sure pledge. to the public faith.
‘Such is the 'nature, such dre the
aims of all ecclesiastical establishments,
such the primary end and secret springs
of all alliances -between church and
state. And to their several purposes
what could administer so efficaciously
as Infant Baptlsm?"“ It has been the

‘L S W
gt pmt

* The gmund of its adopﬁdn in, the
Greek and Latin established cburches,
nu ht be easily accoqptod for ,on .. prin-
ciples very far from being regsopable and
just ;. though, bemg opree, esta ljshed, it
would of coutsé¢ become ermaneqt Yet
prpvismn Wai even th en ade 'Yor the
Haptism of’ hﬂults At the' \I.i‘efbrmumn it
is 'well' knowh that most' of “the Protestuit

-

churches, us the Katin whd Greek chiiches
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»very ropt as it were of this majestic

tree. Thence was derived its great
vigour and ample spread; which has
occasioned the trinmph of ecclesias-
tical dominion and despotic power.

- Christ, - accordmg to the account
givea of him in the four Gospels, does
not appear ever to have been in a
situation for exercising authority o
the principles of the J ewish hlerarchy,
or of the Roman civil power.. He was
far removed from both. If from the
formeér he was not wholly a seceder,
we fiid him much at variance with
the maxims and practices of its priests;
and if he did not directly oppose the
Iatter, we find him warning his fol-
lowers against mixing ‘their state
polity with the morality and religion
which he taught. Thus we read that
Christ called his disciples to l’nm, and
said, “ Ye know that the princes of
the Gent:les ‘exercise' dominion over
them, and they that are great exercise
authority upon them. Bat it shall
not be so among you: but whosoever
will be great among you, let him be
your servant. Even as the Son of
Man came not to be ministered unto,
but to ‘minister, and to give his life
a ransom for many.” Matt. xx. 25.
And though we find him making a
clear distinction betweéen the obliga-
tions of religion dand the claims of ¢ivil
government-——“ Render therefore untd

ssesar the things that are Caesar's,
and unto God the things that are
God's"—yet, when agreeably to some
vague notion of his being accused of
calling himself the ng of the Jews,
Pilate put the question, “ Art thon
the King of the Jews,” we heatr him
appropriate it to himself in a very
different, even in a spiritual sense:
“ Thou sayest: but my kingdom is
not of this world. To this end was
I bom, and for thls cause c_ame I,mto

had been before, were umled togetber b
karmonies and confeaszons of fazth See
Quick’s Sysodicon. But it will be' recol-
lected, that these eonfessions éontaiueﬂ
other doctunes ‘which'many Ohnsmms db
not therefore reckon reasonable or sck
tardl. . In the 17th Artiele of the Church
of England the baptism of infants apitears
to hbe mentioned with some, cauhpn, “ The
bapusm of young . children 1 ls i, apy wise
to be retain ed in the c “‘?h Qeﬁ an}{\op
Burnel’s Ex sltno ﬂus cle ngl
théere hak agn ge ‘A, skrvxce Yor the
baplism of- thdlb of rip yé&rs ’
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the world, that I should bear testimony
to the truth. Every one that is of
the truth, heareth my voice.” John
xviii. 36, 37. Inthe above testimony,
therefore, of the King of Martyrs, as
Christ has been called, he explains
his doctrine to his first followers, and
exhibits his own character and ulti-
mate pr etensmns

But nothing is so msmuatmg, SO
encroaching, as power. As soon as
opportunity offered, and it offered
very early, those ‘who called them-
selves his disciples, first formed an
hierarchy om,  Judaizing principles,
and, soon afterwards combining it
thh the power of the civil magistrate,
formed a Jewish civil establishment
of Christianity ; and on principles so
opposite to those at first laid .down
by Christ, that it has been by way of
contrast, w:th great significancy called
¢ that spirit} of Antichrist” which
began, we are told, to work in the
times of the Apostles. And all na-
tional established religions calling in
the sword of the civil magistrate,
eminently partake of this character,
and must do so from their very nature.
To appeal, therefore, and as your
Correspondent, I perceive, has done, to
the practice of such national churches,
in favour of the punty of Baptlam,
or.of any other Christian institution,
or doctrine, would have rather a sus-
picious than a flattering aspect; and
instead of farnishing an easy solution
to any particular difficulty, would, in
my humble opinion, only tie the knot
more indissolubly tight and strong.

But to return to Mr. Robinson and
Mr. Belsham. The Roman Church,
having absorbed in itself all the reli-
&ious rights, privileges and pretensions
of the nations with which it came
into contact, called itself the Church ;
and we use the term in courtesy and
custom, but contrary to its proper
meaning, as used in the New Testa-
ment, where it stands for an assemibly
of persons formed for Christian pur-
poses, or, as the established Church
of Iingland speaks, “ an assembly of
faithful men.” In a way of smnlar
accommodation we call, though incor-
rectly, a large corporatlon among us,
tlw Church, the Church of England.

“In a political point of view we call
thw church in Kungland the National
Chireh, but, strictly speakmg, in-
correctly, and still more incorrectly

On M. Belshain's < Plee for Infant Bapiz‘.sma”t

should we:call it a National Church.
It is, properly speaking, considered

politically, - a . peculiar corporation.

This peculiar corporatnon—church ‘has
by-laws,- creeds, canons and articles,
which are so far constitutional as they
are consistent with national law, but,
properly speaking, it is not the Na-
tional Church, still less is it exclu-
sively « National Church. = All the
dlﬂ'erent sects are parts of the National
Church ; and. each denomination,
acknowledged and protected by the
state, and receiving ioto its commu-
nion members of any parts of the
nation, is, properly and logically; a

national church, and net exclusively
one sect only, however favoured and

~distinguished by peculiar privileges.

The Presbyterian, Independent, Qua-
ker Churches, are eachb a national
church, as well as that other church,
and so are the Baptists. It is not
true then, I apprehend loglcally true,
that all national churches have ad-
mitted the sprinkling of new- born
babes for baptism.

In America, all the different Chns-
tian congregations constitute the Na-
tional Church, being all by the laws
of the Union protected by the civil
magistrate, and under the authority
of the legislature qualified for public
services; and as the whole assemblage
constitutes the National Church, so
each sect is & National Church, into
which any one may be chosen out of
the nation, and from which any indi-
vidual may proceed to the national
advantages. The Baptist churches in
the Union form « Natienal Chuarch
of Baptists among the Americans.
This, perhaps, may be called too nice
a distinction, but we must distinguish
when we wish to ascertain the truth.
Recté distinguendum, si recté conclu-
denduam. '

But if the entire toleratnon of
churches, by the national authority;
should not suffice to constitute them
National Churches, perhaps the entire
subjection to the sovereign civil powey
may. Let us consider the Greek
Church. This church, of such pro-
digious extent, was settled, in ancient
time, accordmg to the ordmances of
the emperor of the East, and still it
is_kept in obedience to the. Grand
gelgmor and the lnng of Persla, or the
princes of the provinces: they always
were,. no'individual church excepted,
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Baptists, that is, they'always bap-
tized by immersion, and they still
continue to do so. The learned father
Simon, who had so thoroughlystudied
the religion and customs of the Eastern
pations, and who derived his informa-
tion from the most authentic sources,
says, ¢ They delay the baptism of
children until the third, fourth, fifth,
-sixth, tenth, and eighteenth year of
their age.” ‘T'he Melchites followed
the common opinions of the Greeks,*
being in all things true Greeks.+ The
Georgians or Iberians “ are not very
pressing to receive baptism; but they
re-baptize those who return to the
faith after apostacy: with baptism
they administer to children confir-
mation and the eucharist:"1 a proof
by the bye, that the Greek Church
never administered baptism to new-
born babes; for they always gave
the eucharist iinmediately after -bap-
tism, and gave it to children in a
spoon. ¢ The Mingrelians administer
baptism after the manner of the Geor-
gians.” In his supplement concerning
the Georgians and Mingrelians, father
Simon adds, “ Baptism is deferred
till the child be about two years old,
then they baptize it, dipping it in
hot water;” at length they give it
bread that hath been blessed, to eat,
and wine to drink, which appears to
have been the ancient way of baptism.
* Qbservations similar to these he
makes of other Greek Christians, as
to the performance of the three sacra-
ments, baptism, confirmation and the
eucharist, with a little variety of some
few ceremonies accompanying them,
but not at all affecting baptism.

« The Greek Church, subject to
the patriarch of Constantinople, was
not always of that vast extentto which
it attained after that it pleased the
Eastern Emperors to lessen other pa-
triarchates for greatening that of Con-
stantinople; which they could the
more easily do, because their power,
as to things of that nature, hath been
far greater than the Emperor of the
West, and that for erecting new bi-
shoprics, or granting new rights and
jurisdictions, they stood but very little
on the consent of patriarchs.” ¢ They

A

~ # Critical Hist. of the Religion and
Customs of the Eastern Nations. Done into
English by A. Lovel, A.M. 1685, p. 5.

* 4 Ibid. pp. 61, 62. 1 Ibid.-p. 66.
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profess; obedience to the Oriental
canon law, and . the ordinances of the
Emperor.” ¢ They (the Georgians
or Iberians) obey not the patriarch,
who takes the title of Catholic' or
Universal ; and yet it is not he who

“is the: chief in spiritual affairs, but

the prince, who is supreme in spiri-
tuals and temporals. ' The prince has
his voice with the bishops in the elec-
tion of the patriarch, and a]l choose
him whom he desires; and the will
of the several lords within their terri-
tories stands for law.” < The Abys-
sines or Ethiopians, who in all things
follow the religion of the Cophlites,
(who were of the Greek Church,) are
under subjection to him, who is called
the Emperor of the Greater and Upper
Ethiopia.” Some of the Oriental
Churches are now in civil subjection
to the Grand Seignior,the Armenians
to the King of Persia. -
Now the established Greek Church
never, in any instance, practised the
sprinkling of new-born babes; and if
Mr. R.’s account is well-founded, the
Greek rituals were first composed
only for adults, and afterwards adapted
to the circumstances of children. But,
without the advantage of this latter
argument, all their churches being
Baptist and (except those who after-
wards became Latinized) Anabaptist,
(all baptized by immersion,) being
under the canon laws of the Eastern
Church, and the civil imperial laws ;
under, too, the protection, authority,
and supremacy of reigning sovereigns
and princes ; with this coustitution of
ecclesiastical and civil arrangements,
what can there be wanting to deno-
minate them, even according to the
common acceptation of the word,
National Churches ? | | ,
I am surprised, I own, that a Uni-
tarian (though I ought to beg pardon
of him for wandering out of my re-
cord, by referring to his own book on
Infant Baptism, as your Correspondent
will perceive I am) should have ém-
ployed such an argument, it being,
as 1 humbly conceive, not only not;
founded in truth and fact, but cutting
both ways, like a two-edged sword,
against _his Infant Spriukling, as well
as his" Unitarianism. I do not say,
Jhowever, that because any particular,
doctrine has not been the established
religion of any country,: therefore it is
not true, but only that if this gentle-
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man's argument has any force against
Adult Baptism, it would have equal
force against Unitarianism. For I
doubt whether there is an Established,
a National Church, of Christian Uni-
tarians, at least in Mr. Belsham’s sense
of the word. Inthe Greek Established
Church, Trinitarianism was sometimes
the national religion, and sometimes
Arianism, the diﬁ'erence lying be-
tween the duosoios and ousisoios s it
settled at length in the Trinitarian
doctrine. The Latin Church was all
Trinitarian; the Established Reformed
Churches were all Trinitarian, as may
be seen in their several confessions, in
Quick’s Synodicon. The Polish Uni-
tarians, * with all their talents, learn-
ing, digunity and power, (and they
" had much of each,) never rose to be
a national, established religion. The
religion of the ancient Jews, indeed,
founded in the ipsa unitas of the
Deity,. without any distinctions or
qualztws, as Maimonidest expressesit,
of time, place or person, (about which
the Trinitarian and Unitarian coutro-
versies, throngh their many shades of
difference, are concerned,) the religion
of the Jews was a national Unitarian
religion. Mahomet, too, colleaguing
with a Jew and Nestorian Chnstlana,'_t
and extracting from them a sort of
essence of religion, a fundamental
principle, (whlch appears to have
been the foundation of most ancient
theologies, till they degenerated into
1dolatry,) formed .a national religion,
on the abstract idea, the Unity of
God. But I beg leave to submit to
your learned Correspondent, whe-
ther in his sense of the words, there
ever was, or is at this day, any Na-
gional Church of Unitarian Chyris-
tians ? .

In examining Christian antiquity,
in reference to the question under
discussion, it was thought no impro-
per way to appeal, in a former lctter,
to the testimony of some learned and
independent men, who, having gone
over this ground with the same end
in view, would be competent to give

* See Myr. Robinson’s KEcclesiastical
Researches. Church of Poland, p. 554.

4+ Deus nullas habet quahtates-——Qume
constanter asserimus, illum absolutissimé
esse unum Muaoimonidis.  Moreh Nevo-
cketm, pp. 79, 80.

1 See Prideaux’s Life of Mahoniet,
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testimony. Your readers were. thus
furnished with the proper evidence to
try the merits of the question. Thesé
learned men were taken from our own
country ; and they might very easily
have been multiplied. 'But that our
jury may be as complete as possible,
we beg leave to add to them a few
names of foreigners. They shall be
taken from among critics of different
opinions on other theological points,
butall of the first eminence fm learning
and their knowledge of Christian auti-
quity among their several religious
denominations. Thispart of my work
being ready done to my hand by Van
Dale, 1 shall do little more than trans-
late their testimonies from him, |

The first is of Campegio Vitringa,
the celebrated Professor of Theology
and History at Amsterdam, well
known for his critical works on Isaiah
and “the Revelations. He was doc-
trinally a Predestinarian.

“ What is advanced out of Cyprian
is -more evident; although from all
the other wnters referred to, nothing
can be collected but this; that infants
might be baptized, and sometimes
were ; but not that it was the custom
in the first Church that they should be
baptized just after their birth, as is
done in our sacred assembhes,” &ce.
Observationum, Lib. ii. Cap. xvi.

He then refers to Ludovicus Vives,
and he shall be our next testimony,
who, in his observations on Augus-
tine, (De Civitate Dei, Cap. xxvii.
Lib. i.) after other remarks, adds :

“ Let no one be deceived by this
passage; no one formerly was laved

by sacred baptism, till of an adult age,
and when the same person both knew
what he wished of that mystical wa-
ter, and desired to be washed, and
not merely once asked,” &c.

The next testimony that I shall pro-
duce is that of Salmasxus, which may
also be taken as that of Van Dale
himself, who was equal at least to
those whom he quotes, in that sort of
literature which is necessary for a
complete knowledge of his subject, as
his own admirable work abundantly
proves, ¥
¢ Something, therefore,” says’ Van
Dale, ‘maust be said of the origin and
progress ot‘ this Pmdobaphﬁm,* Whmh

PO

hatntuiand ety
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* llnst Ba tlsmatum cum Hebralcornm
tum Chrlstmnorum
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I thus shew first from the celebrated
Salmasws, a man of such great. name
among the Reformed. (Ex Epistold
ad Justum Pacium sub nomine Sim-
plicii Verini.) ¢ In the two first
centuries nobody received baptism,
but he who, being instructed in the
faith, and imbued with the doctrine
of Lhnst could give testimony that
he beheved on account of those
words, ¢ He who shall believe and be
baptized." Therefore, the first thing
was to believe:  thence arose the
order of catechumens in the Church.
The perpetual custom also then con-
stantly prevailed, that the eucharist
should be immediately given to those
catechumens after baptism. After-
wards an opinion prevailed, that no-
body could be saved, unless he had
been baptized : and thence arose the
custom of giving baptism to infants.
But because the eucharist was given
to adult catechumens, as soon as they
were washed with sacred ‘baptism,
without any space of time intervening,
it was instituted that this also should
be done to infants, after the introduc-
tion of Infant Baptism.”” Thus far
Van Dale, who was not of the clerical
profession, but all whose works are
full of erudition. »

I have already alluded to the 0p1~
nion of Socinus, and other learned
Unitarians in Poland. To the opinion
also of the accomplished. critic. Gro-
tius, an allusion has also been made ;
and his opinion was, that Infant Bap-
tism 2night be practised, and was prac-
tised pretty early, but not by Christ
or his apostles. Annot. in Matt. xix.
Sensus est veniant ad Christum, ut
mstxtuantur, non ut baptizentur, nisi
postquam vim baptismi intellixerent.”

My intention was, Mr. Editor, to
have subjoined a few thoughts on Mr.
Belsham's sense of Infant Baptism, in
reference to Tertulhan. and a critique
on the word norint, as used by him,
together with some remarks on Mr.
Belsham's zm‘portant testimony of
Justin Martyr,” and his quotations
from Irenaeus and Origen. But these
matters, | perceive, must be defelr)red.

Py — .

» Il pratxqua cctte science .(Médecine)
avec succes, et se fit une réputation dans
I’ Europe par sa profonde érudition.~—
Nouveau Dcctwnnazrc Hastonguc.
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~ Sir, Swakeleys, Jan. 6, 1819.
ERMIT me to assure your Chi-
chester (,orrespondent [Vol. XI1II.

P- 749,] that nothmg he has written
on the subject of my ¢ Blhle Only?”

School at Bmham, has in the “t least
annoyed” its well-meaning, however
mistaken patron. He has warranta-
bly enough, perhaps, bestowed upon
it a title, which it seems however, it
did not deserve. The whole difference
of opinion that obtains between us, is
indeed, 1 am willing to hope, -no more
than thls that while I am content to
seat my little plebelan catechumens
“ at the feet of Jesus " and his apostles
alone, he would place some Apollos
beside them of the same way of thmk-
ing with himself, so_long as they were
under my exclusive jurisdiction; for
beyond that moment 1 profess to give
themn up again to their parents. As |
little, ltrust will he be, in return,

¢ annoyed ™’ by my Anti-isms of every

descnptlon, if, in aspirit which “thinks
eth no evil’’ of any other opposed to
it, I venture to record my conviction,
that, were every ‘“ note and comment ”
now extant on the Blb]e, committed
to-morrow te the flames, the religion
of Christ might somewhere or other,
in this our enlightened day and gene-
ration, arise from their ashes in a purer
form than any it now exhibits in any
single established or non-established
Church in Christendom.

With regard to my projected plan of

a place of worship, it is indeed, I fear,
still more Utopian than he Juatly re-
presents it; for it by no means pro-
fesses to alm at inoffensiveness on the
ground of being alike and in common
acceptable to every denomination of
Christians. Its avowed object is an
approximation to the apostolic model
of religious homage: et jure aut in-
jurid comprehends invocation of the
Saviour of the world. The Unita-
rian would have to tolerate Idolatry
under a roof beneath which the Trini-
tarian had connived a{ the blasphemy
of not addressing the Son as “* an equal
person with” the Father; while The
GOD and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ was alone ultimately addressed
as ‘““the Author of every good and
every perfect gift,” as “ the GOD
above all, as well as through and in us
all” the * one Loord,”* the “made

. v
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* 1 Caor, viii. 6.
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Lord,” * the ¢ Advocate at the Fa-
ther's right hand,” and in the midst
of acongregation met together in his
name, would be also petitioned, pray-
ed to, as able to save to the uttermost
all who come unto that GOD through
him. Towards such an approxima-
tion, the first step would be the abdi-
cation of all unscriptural phraseology ;
the subordination and delegated autho-
rity of the L.ogos—Theos, the next:
but within the ample range of this
preliminary circumscription, the pro-
posed Liturgy would expatiate as free-
ly as the letter of the Bible would
admit, and scarcely therefore propiti-
ate, in all its parts, an unanimous,
though concurrent expression of de-
votion. While ¢ the mercy-seat”
shone with none but borrowed rays,
it would still perhaps peer as one of
the most prominent features of the
sanctuary; as the incense ascended
from its altar, the high priest who
wafted it towards heaven might still
fix the tearful eye of many a“suppliant,
and when the Allelujah ascended with
one heart and voice to Him wlo sit-

teth upon the throne, what if the.

‘Lamb were not all around, so with one
heart and voice, forgotten? These
are appalling annunciations, undoubt-
edly, to many a scriptural Christian;
there are, on the other hand, uot a few
as conststent Biblists, whose ear they
will by no means offend ; and for one,
I am free to confess, that though re-
formation proceeded no farther than
to these limits, most cordially should
I rejoice to see the religious service of
the Established Sect (the best, in my
opinion, but for its traditiorial defor-
mities, with which I am acquainted,)
so far purged of what every idolater of
the litera scripta of the sacred records
- must deem <ts two capital pollutions.
Whether the more sweeping Unitarian
would patronize what he might deem
so partial, so insufficient a compro-
mise, I know not: but from the si-
lence of our body, I certainly presume
that mere man-ism, ( I use the word in
no invidious sense,) is averse from the
experiment. To that implied deci-
sion, I mow therefore respectfully bow
with regret, and subscribe myself,
- J.T. CLARKE.

See Griesbach in log.

* Acts i1, 36.
' o

Broom Bank, near Sheffield,
‘BIr,  January 17, 1819.

J YHE Reviewer of my Discourse,
which was preached in May last,
before the Supporters of the Unitarian
Fund, having intimated to me, [Vol.
X1I. p. 766,] ¢« thatitis not quite cor-
rect ” perhaps, ¢ to quote Luke vi..12,
as a proof that our Lord continued a
whole mnight in ¢a dreary solitude,’
since wpocevyn, sometimes, and proba-
bly here, siguifies an oratory, or
¢ house of prayer;’’ I feel myself call-
ed upon to explain. I am well satis-
fied, and have always entertained the
opinion, that the word =mpgevyy often
signifies an oratory, and that such-is
the sense in the passage quoted, as
well as in Acts xvi. 13, to which the
reviewer has referred me. But the
term ¢ dreary solitude’ was a term
which I applied, as every reader may
see, not to the npocevyy, but the moun-
tain to which our Lord had gone, and
on which he continued all night, (Sux-
YUKTEpEUwy €y T wpooevyyn Tob Oeod) ¢ In
the oratory of God.” Some indeed
think this to berather a harsh transla-
tion, and prefer the common version,
which is also adopted in the new one,
and which 1 have followed, notwith-
standing its. supposed incorrectness.
Indeed this adoption cannot require
much defence, when it must be admit-
ted that prayer or devout communion
with God (which is prayer taken in
its most comprehensive sense) was
our Saviour’s object. Tndeed it ought
to be mentioned in favour of the com-
mon translation, that the Cambridge
Manuscript has avrod after the word
wpoagevyy instead of vot. The reviewer
has referred me to Acts xvi. 13,
and Bishop Pearce’s Commentary and
Note. 1 havenot that author at hand,
but I admit that the Jews had their
wpoaevxas near to rivers, or by the sea-
side, and in other retired places on the
plains; or, near to (as the preposition
;s sometimes signifies) the mountains;
but they had them also on the hills an
mountains themselves, the retreat of
the most recluse, because the least ex-
posed to intrusion. See Jennings’s
Jewish Antiquities, Vol. II. p. 91,
also p. 69. These wpogevya:s included
a certain space of ground :enclosed

- with walls and open to the Heavéys;’
- according to Philo, Josephus and 6ther

writers, whither' devout persons re-
sorted alone, or in company, for reli-
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gious e*cerc;.ses.
grounds, or within the bosom of the
dreary mauntains, were frequented by
such persons as wished to be as much
as possible remote from the haunts
and interruptions of man. Such a
-solitude would naturally, I think, be
.our. Saviour’s choice, under the cir-
cumstances which I.broughtbeforethe
reader, and which shew the anxious
state of his mind at the time, and prove
‘how necessary he found it to fly to
God, in retirement from the world,
and seek counsel and direction for the
great work before him. The absolute
and entire dependence of Christ on his
-Father's wisdom and support, and his

-long-continued earnestness to obtain |

‘Those on the high -
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and apply them to the lmportant pur-

.poses in view, present, in my estima-
-tion, the ‘most positive exclusion. of
“his Deity that can, offer itself to a re-

flecting mind. 1 would add, that the

“translation of the word eyop.;ge'ro “ was
. wont to be made,” in Aets xvi.
-1 apprehend, very improper.
proper rendering would -be < register-
.ed, or allowed by law.”

1351s,

The

In the same
sense the word is used in Luke iii. 23,
where, instead of reading < being as
was snpposed, the -Son Cof Joseph,”
we should rather read < legally sanc-
tioned, or ¢ allowed to be accordmg to
law,”” or < registered ¢ asthe Son of

Joseph.’”
| NATH PHILIPPS

P

BIBL[CAL CRITICISM

—-‘—.
‘ ,Heb. X1. 5, where it is saul

Suggestion on John i. 1.
thladelphm, U.S.
- June 12, 1818.

DMITTING that the introduc-

tory verses in the Gospel by
John relate to the Christian dispen-
sation,and that, by ¢ the word,” Jesus
Chrlst is to be understood as the per-
" son desngnated the explanation which
is usually given of that part of the
first verse in which we read, that
¢ the word was with God,” appears to
me to be liable to several objections.
1t is said, that, to be * with God,”
means, to receive divine communica-
tions ; and that, ¢ as Moses was with
God in the mount, so was Christ in
the wilderness, or elsewhere; to be
instructed and disciplined for his high
and ‘important office:” but, in the
context, there is no mention of, and
no a;]lusion to, such an occurrence;
and the supposition, of Socinus, that
to be “with God,” in the passage
before us, signifies, that, as the word
of God, Jesus was known to God
alone, is, to my mind, equally unsa-
tisfactory.

In illustrating the phrdqeoloo‘y of
Scripture, and partlcularly the He-
braisms with which thée New as -well
-as the Old Testament abounds, it is
often useful to recur to the passages
i, which the y are first to be met with,
and ‘thus to ascertain their original

sngmﬁcatnon
n Gen. v. 22, we read,  And
-Enoch walled. wzt[z God.” How he

< walked wzth God " we learn from
VOL. ‘uv. : G

that he

Noah walked with God.”

“.before
his translatzon he had thes testimony
pleased God.”

T'he next person spoken of as
havmg walked with God, was Noah.

Gen. vi.9: “ Noah was a just man, |
and perfect in his generations, and

Here, as in
the former instance, the reference is
to.personal character ;. and as walking
indicates a steady, regular course, the
meaning will be, that both Enoch

.and Noah were pious and religious
persons when this character was given

of them.

In.the first Epistle of John, several
passages are to be met with in which
similar phraseology is used, Thus, it
is said, chap. i..3, “‘ and truly our

fellorwship is with the Father, and with
~his Son Jesus Christ.”
"¢ He that keepeth s commandments,

Chap. iii. 24 :
dwelleth in him, and he in him.” Chap.
iv. 15: ¢ Whosoever shall confess that
Jesus. is.the Son of God, God dwelleth
in him, and he in God.”” As these are
general declarations, they cannot be
desoriptive of any special or peculiar
communications to particular persons;
but are easily understood, if referred
to religious character.

Perhaps, the strongest and most
exactly parallel expression, is that
which occurs in Psalm Ixxii 23:
¢ Nevertheless, - I am continually with
thee.” These are the words of Asa ph,
a man who made no claimas elther to
the prophetlc character, or to any
divine ‘mission; they would, thcre-
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“fore, be totally irrelevant, if referred
to constant communications from hea-
ven ; but they are admirably descrip-
tive of a mind habitually religious and
‘devout. - -
In modern compositions we ‘find
- the same affplication of the phrase
« with God.” The following lines are
part of a hymn by the late Dr. Dod-
~dridge, on ¢ living habitually in the
‘fear of God :”

¢ As diff’rent scenes of life arise,
‘Our grateful hearts would be

‘With thee amidst the social band,
In solitude with thee.”

I am, therefore, disposed to con-
strue John i. 1, 2, thus: ¢ In the
beginning of the period respecting
which I am now to treat, Jesus Christ
existed; and Jesus was a pious and
religious person, and Jesus was God;
as Moses was God to Pharaoh, and as
-those persons were called gods unto
whom the word of God came. This
Jesus was in the beginning with
'God, i. e. he was from the first pious
and religious.” |
 Thus, it seems to me, that unifor-
quity is preserved in the interpretation
of the phrase which has now been
considered; that the Evangelist is
made to speak with distinctness and
precision both of the personal and
official characters of Jesus Clrist;
and that the second verse contains an
explanatory remark of counsiderable
importance, instead of appearing to
be merely a repetition of what had
been asserted in the preceding verse.

These observations are made with
diffidence, for 1 am not aware that
-they correspond with any explanation
that has yet been given of the passage
to which they relate.

J. T.
. R
- Brief Notes on the Bible.
No. I1. = |

ERE is no safer rule, none

more estimable, than that of in-
terpretating Scripture by Scripture.

«“ The word was God.” John i. 1.

Jesus is taken to be implied by

¢ the Word;’ the woard of Gody in

all its ¢ fulness,” residing in, and

being promulgated by, him.
But, the question is unsettled whe-
ther ¢ God,” in this sentence, be used

Aane e

* For No. 1, see Vol. XIII. p. 632.
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in a subordinate, or in the primary,
sense. ‘ |

I will assume (without conceding)
that it is used in the primary sense,
denoting the Almighty.

What follows? : |

In my humble apprehension, that
the version ought, for the sake of or-
dinary readers, to be

“ The word was as God.” -

Pronounced by Him, through a
medium, it was to be recgarded, not
merely as spoken by himself, but (in
scriptural phraseology) as himself,

Pretty bold, it may be said, and
rather free with the original. |

But, is such a latitude, to make
sense of a passage, unexampled or
unauthorized ? |

Take the answer in 2 Samuel xxiv.
23.
“ AH these things did Araunah,
as a king, give unto the king.” The
word ““ as’ is in italics, supplied by
the translators to make sense of the
passage ; Araunah being no king,
but a wealthy subjeet of David’s.

It is possible, also, to make non-
sense of a passage by a literal trans-
lation, unexplained.

e. g. ¢ The word was with God,
and the word was God.”

This occurs in the context, and a
more eminent example it would not
be very easy to cite. | _

- So, ought not Matt. xii. 50, to be
rendered, ¢ Whosoever shall do the
will of my Father which is in heaven,
the same is as my brother and sister
and mother” ?

If 1 be told that this and a multi-
tude of similar passages are always
understood and read in this sense,—
be it so! And does not consistency
require the same priaciple of con-
struction to elucidate John i. 1°?

BREVIS.
e
On the Condents of the Book of the

Revelation.
No. L.

OTWITHSTANDING the bles-
sings pronounced on those who
atltend to the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things that are written
therein, many sincere believers in
Christianity think the time lost that

.is spent in the study of it, and that it

would be much better employed in
studying the precepts of morality.
With them I think this lagt ought to
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be done; but also, that the knowledge
derived from the other would be a
strong inducement to the practice of
the moral principles of Christianity.
Under this impression 1 shall take the
liberty of submitting to your readers
the following sketch of its contents,
as they appear to me, upon comparing
it with the ecclesiastical and civil his-
tory of the first centuries of Chris-
tianity :

"~ Chap. i. 1—38, is the authority for
publishing this book, it being the
revelation made by the Deity of future
events, to Jesus the Christ, and by
him, through his messenger, in vision,
made kvown to John, who herein
bears his'testimony to all that he saw;

and pronounces him blessed who stu-
diously pays attention to it, because
the time of commencement was fast
approaching.

" Ver. 4—20: John’s address to the
seven successive ages of Christianity,

describing the manner in which the
vision was given to him, that the
scene was laid in the Temple or Chris-
tian Church, (1 Cor. iil. 16, 17,) in
which Jesus, clothed as high priest,
was in every succeeding age walking
amougst the lamps or (,hurches, trim-
ming them and keeping them con-
stantly bright, The last verse unfolds
the mystery of this whole chapter,
by explaining that the stars in the
right hand of the high priest, are the
Christian teachers, in the seven ages
of the Christian Church; and that
the seven lamps are the Churches,
whose lamps, in seven successive pe-
riods, are to follow each other in
being the lights (Matt. v. 14) of the
world.

The second and third chapters con-
tain the messages that Jesus, our high
priest, sends in each period to the
Church. Theprologue of each message
1s taken from the descriptive appear-
ance of Jesus in the first chapter. The
second part describes, in few words, the
general state of the Church in each
age. 'This is followed by directions
suitable to the period, and interspersed
with threats and promises; and the
whole concluding with rewards to
be given to overcomers, and an ex-
hortation to those who have under-
standing, to hearken to the prophetic
directions.

Chap. iv. Johu is invited to look
1nto futurity :. and before we do so,
it may be proper to obscrve, that

‘tian  empire.

48

though all the parts of this book har-
monize together, yet the-book, to be
understood mast be con sldered as
dividing itself into three parts. 1. Is
the figurative description of the Chris-
tian church, as the temple, with Jesus
ministering in it as high priest. Then
follows the description of the peculiar
state of each church, through the
whole period of the pr ophecy with
propriety this may be considered as
the ecclesiastical part of the prophecy,
and is contained in the three first
chapters.

The second part of this prophecy
represents Jesus as enthroned, and

“going forth with hisarmy of saints to

break into pieces the kingdoms of the
world. This part begins at the 4th
chapter, and concludes. at the 18th
verse of the 1lth chapter; and the
remaining chapters may be constdered
as descriptive visions of various scenes,
which take place from the first esta-
blishment of neminal Christianity,
till the grand period of the consum-
mation of all things. Under this view
of the prophecy we shall fiad that
the 4th and 5th chapters correspond
with the Ephesian church-state, and
are an account of the general political
state of Christianity until the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. The 6th and 7th
chapters run parallel with the church
of Smyrna, and describe the over-
turning of Rome Pagan. The 8th
and 9th chapters describe the over-
turning of the Eastern Roman Chris-
The 10th and 11th
describe the Christian world, as it
may be called, from the commence-
ment of nominal Christianity, under
Constantine, till the conclusion of the
Millenial age, including the whole of
the remaining five churches, which
will be more distinctly seen by no-
ticing their respective periods of
commencement and conclusion.
Returning back to the 4th chapter,

" 1 notice, that, in the descriptive mes.

sage to this church, it was to continue
from A. D. 83, to A.D. 73. Its cha-
racter was to be remarkable for their
Jaborious exertions in spreading the
Gospel, their patience under Jewish
persecution, and their trying the cre-
dentials of those judaizing teachers
who called themselves apostles; their
undauntedness in suffering ; their ab-
horrence of ambition in Christian
teachers; that at the commencement
of this period they were unitedly of
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one heart and mind, but that at the
close of it, a party spirit would be
admitted, which was to be endea-
voured to be destroved by exhorta-
tions to unity under the threat of the
Jight of this church being extinguished.
Let any one upon comparing this
message with the writings of the New
Testament, say, if the prophecy does
not agree with its accomplishment,
and if it is possible to place any other
period of the history of Christianity
which it would have so well agreed
with. L.t us now turn to the pro-
phecy.

‘Chap. iv. 1, John is invited to look
into futunty, and 2, in a prophetic
vision beholds a throne; 3, and Jesus
gloviously enthroned on it; 4, sur-
rounded by twenty-four ancients in
priestlv robes, with regal crowns on
eacli side encircling him on the throne;
5,6, the usual accompaniments of the
Divine Presence with the sea of glass
before the throne; 7, 8, and the che-
rubic standard of Israel displayed: a
lion for Judah on the last, an eagle
for Dan on the North, a man for Reu-
ben on the South, and an ox for
Ephraim on the West; whilst the army
of Israel under their respective stand-
ards pronounce that he who was dear,
but is now alive, and who cometh to
Jjudge the world, God's appointed ru-
ler, is thrice holy and all-powerful;
9—11, whilst the army of Israel w;th
their standard-bearers, ascribe honour
and glory to Jesus their ruler, the
twenty-four ancients, or the united
chiefs of the roval priesthood i both
dispensations, raise the chorus,

- ¢ Worthy art thou, our Chief, with
our (God most holy,

‘“ To reccive the glory, the honour
and the power;

¢ For tHou hast formed the whole.

““ And they were and are formed
accordmg to ﬂly will.”

- Comp. Eph.i. 10, 20, C'oloss.i. 16.

Chap. V. Continues this grand scene,
i which the whole army of Israel
have by acclamation approved of their
general officer. 1, the sealed scroll
of futurity lies on the right side of
the throne of God, seiled with seven
sea]s, 2, a messenger iunquires who
is' worthy to wuntol it; 3, 4, and
John weeps because none are fuun(l
worthy ; but 5, is comforted by one
of the anciciits, Who tells hitn who is
worthy ; 6-—8, Jesus then descends
from the throne, and takes the book,

deemed us to Ged by
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‘on which the twenty-four anments_

again pay their homage, saying, - )

“ Thou art worthy to takethe scroll,
and open its seals;

“ For thou wast slain, and hast re-
thy bleod,

“ From every tribe, and language,
and people, and nation :

“ And hast made as kings ahd
priests to our God.

‘¢ And we shall reign upon the
earth.”

To this subhme acknowledgment
of the royal and priestly rank being
derived from the superior virtue of
their Leader, the army of God, under
his banpers, reply, in chorus, |

<« Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain,

¢ T'o receive power, and Wealth,
and wisdom,

<« And strength, and hounour, and
glory, and blessing.”

To this chorus the whole living
and dead repeat in chorus,

“ To the Lamb be blessing, and
honour, and power,

“ And strength to the age of ages.”

The four battalions of Israel, i.e.
the united church militant throughout
the world, under their respective
standards, exclaim, ¢ So be it;” on
which the royal priesthood pay ho-
mage to their King.

We see here the enjoined duty on
the teachers of that day: whilst the
army of Jesus was collecting recruits
in Palestive, and the whole civilized
world, it was to unfold the vast poli-
tical designs intended to be acconi-
plished by the doctrineés of the cross;
atid, that thouﬂh Christianity was the
most moral and virtuous of all reli-
gious, yct that was not all, they were
to prove to Clwristians the importance
of their doctrines; lives and conver-
sations ; they being the weapons by
which God imtended to subdue the
world.

We are now comie to the Smyrna
state of Christianity. 'The church of
Ephesus was, as the name expresses
it, the desired Church, that state
Whth prophets and kings had desired
to see, —the Messiah come. They
had left their fitst love, and, not m—
penting, their lamp, as furetold, was
removed. No successors were given
to the apostles, by whom miraciilons
powers could be conferred on the
Christian. But he was left to prove
the truth of his religion by its own
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superior excellency. And as Smyrna
signifies myrrh, the incense which
ascended before the altar was the per-
fume of bitter persecutions, imprison-
ments, tortures and martyrdom. This
was declared (chap. ii. 9) should take
place, and principally owing to the
Jewish ndtion and~ priesthood, who,
having lost their pohtlcal character,
endeavoured, by all their influence,
to prejudice, by false representations,
the Gentiles against Christianity. It
“was likewise foretold they should have
ten years of severe persecution, but
that, if they faithfully suffered mar-
tyrdom for it, they should, by their
death, gain for Christianity a crown
among the living; which took place
when Constantine made it the rehgton
of the Roman empire.

During the relgns of Awugustus,
Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero,
Gaiba, Otho, and Vitellius, Christi-
anity was gaining ground by its sim-
plicity, and the purity of its doctrines.
Miraculous powers evidenced itstruths
to be of divine origin; these, aided by
the apostolic ]abours, formed Chris-
tian societies over the whole Roman
empire. Christianity was generally
free from persecution, excepting from
the Jews. The standard-bearers are
represented in the square camp, one
at each quarter of the world, Rome,
the seat of government, being consi-
dered as the centre. |

Chap. vi. 1, 2, opens the first seal,
by mtnoducmg to the throne of the
Caesars,Vespasian from the West. This
seal lasts. with the Flavian family,
twenty-eight years. Its white horse
and bow is the emblem of victory,
and the reign of the princes of this
family was one season of conquest..

Ver. 3, 4. The second seal ushers
in Nerva from the West, and lasts
to the murder of Didius Julianus.
Nerva was a Spaniard, west of Rome,
as was also I'rajan, who succeeded
him. ‘This period is well emblemized
by the red horse; it being remark-
able for the conquests of 'I'rajan, the
slaughter of the Jewish nation, the
bloody victories of Antoninus on the
Danube, and the horrible cruelties
of Commodus, followed by the mur-
ders of the emperors Pertinax and
Julianus. >

Ver. 5, 6. The third seal is from the
South, and introduces the Severian fa-
mily from Africa. Equally wellis the
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reign of his family for about forty-two
years emblemized by a black horse
and balances. His own cruelties and
severe regulations were followed by
the horrible atrocities of the fierce
Caracalla, who was succeeded by the
infamous and effeminate Heliogabalus,
and the murder of the excellent Alex-
ander. |

" Ver. 7,8, mtroduce the fourth seal
from the North, and which eontain an
epitome of war, famine, wild beasts
and pestilence, which last abeut fifty
vears, beginning with the reigm of
Maximin of Thrace, who beoan his
reign by seizing all the ubhc, reve-
nues, and exercisi'ng thre mast unheard-
of cruelties, and close with the elec-
tion of Diocletian to the imperial dig-
nity. This is allowed to be the most
awful period tlrat the empire had ever
known. The competitors for the pur-
ple were so numerocus, that, between
civil wars and the invasions of the
barbarians, wild beasts, famine and
pestilence desolated the whole empire.

Ver. 9—11, is theopening of the fifth
seal, and aHudes to the tén years’ per- -
secution under Diocletian. The scene
is laid in the Temple, and the martyrs
who had been sacrificed are repre-
sented as crying for vengeance upon
their persecutors; they are exhorted
to patience, and to consider how the
Ephesian church had triumphed.

The other persecutions had been
occasioned by various causes emana-
ting from Christianity; but this was
occasioned by a full determination to
destroy the Christian name, instead of
which it occasioned the overturning
of the Pagan Idolatry of Rome, and
substituting nominal Christianity in
ils stead.

Ver. 12—17, isthesixth seal opened
with an account of the overturning of
Yaganism. By a reference to Haggai
ii. 1, Heb. xit. 27, Isaiah xiii. 12—14,
xxxiv. 4, Jeremiah iv. 23, 24, Joel ii.
10, 81, Matt. xxiv. 39, as well as cther
places, it will appear that this lan-
guage of the Revelator siguifies that
the Christian Church was Lomp]ete]y
triumphant over its Heathen adversa-
ries, and that a new temporal order of
things had taken place, which it did,
when the emperors Galerins, Maxi-
min, and Licinus, made a public pro-
fession of their guilt, recalled their
decrees, and acknow]edged the di-

vme judgments in their chastls%m%lt
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LINES

Writtény, but mot sent, to Dr. Priestley,
on his Address to the Jews.

O Thou, whose pious hand with just dis-
dain

Hath freed Religion from its servile chain,

Hath taught the soul with purer aim to
raise

And give its Maker undivided praise ;

Accept the tribute of a Hebrew muse,

Forgive her rashness, and her faults ex-
cuse.

O could she speak her own emphatic
tongue,

And emulate the glow of angient song,

Thy deathless name should grace immor-
tal lays,

And nations yet unborn should chaunt thy
praise.

But now such tasks no longer Israel’s
care,

In exile doomed their tedious lives to
wear ;

" Struggling to live unmindful of their fame,

Their bread, alas! they seek, and not a
name.

No patriot spark durst fire their humble
breast,

To sece their oft- repeated wrongs redrest ;

Th’> Almighty fiat which pronounced their
doom,

‘Hath not in pity yet dispelled the gloom.

’Till then, withheld from each ennobling
plan,

Which makes man glory in the name of
man ;

’Till then, unconscious of the sacred flame

Which fires to Merit, and which lifts to

| Fame ;

Jests of the theatres—the people’s scorn

Must we remain oblivious and forlorn.

And is it then to such thou stretch’st thy

hand,

E'en to the poor—vile stranger of the
land ; |
Pointing to where their warmest wishes

tend,

And ardent to promote the glorious end? ~
And canst thou, vers’d in nature and in

art,

Thus kindly stoop and speak wunto our
heart ?

Durst we, then, venture on the hallowed
theme, |

And you not idohze nor we blaspheme ?

Then, Jadah, were not all thy woes n vain,

The brrght reward might well o’erpay our
pain ;

Then may we hope to see the nations join,

And with one voice proclaim the One
divine ;

Whilst man with upiversal concord blest

Shall clasp each friend and brother to his

breast,
Ido]dtry ne lonfrer boast her flame,
One God in heaven, One on earth his
name,
e

| HYMN.,

He who walks in Virtue’s way,

Firm and fearless, walketh surely ;
Diligent while yet ’tis day,

On he speeds, and speeds securely
Flow’rs of peace beneath him grow,

Suns of pleasure brlghten o’er him
Mem’ry SJoys behind him go,

Hope’s sweet angels fly before him.

Thus he moves from stage to stage,
Smiles of earth and heav’n attending 3
Softly sinking down in age,
A nd at last to death descending.
Cradled in its qulet deep,
Calm as Summer’s loveliest ev’n,
He shall sleep the hallow’d sleep ;
Sleep, that is o’erwatch’d by heav’n.

Till that day of days shall come,

When th> archangel®s trumpet breaking
Through the silence of the tomb

All its prisoners awaking;
He shall hear the thund’ring blast, .

Burst the chilling bands that bound him 5
To the throne of glory haste,

All heav’n’s splendors op’ning round

him,
Al
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HYMN,
When before Thy throne we kneel,
Fill’d with awe and holy fear,
Teach us, O our God, to feel
All Thy sacred plesence near.
Check each proud and wand’ring thought
When on Thy great name we call;
Man is nought—is less than noug'ht
Thou, our God, art all in all.

Weak, imperfect creatures, we
In thls vale of darkness dwell
Yet presume to look to Thee,
’Mldst Thy light 1neﬁ'ab]e
O forgive the praise that dares
Seek Thy heav’n-exalted throne ;
Bless our off ’rings, hear our pray’rs,
Infinite and Holy One!

A.

s e — .

ON HEARING MR. *¥# %%k 4k
PREACH.

Go, favour’d youth, and to the sons of men,
The vast designs of Provideuce explain;
Go, and to all his doubting children prove
T h Almighty Father's everlasting love;
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Teach men the joys which self can never
know, “' |

To check the ready tear prepared to flow,

And tell them whata strong and tender

claim |
Centres in all who bear a brother’s name :
Instruct mankind, too firmly bound to
earth, |

What lasting joys of more transcendant
worth,

What purer, loftier pleasures are design’d

To be the portion of th’ immortal mind.

Of strong persuasive eloquence possess’d,

By learning aided, and with talents blest,

Let earth’s low cares assail thy heart in
vain, .

Its pomps, its pleasures, and its wealth
disdain; "

One task alone, one noble work be thine,

To vindicate the ways of Power Divine.

I. L.
Kendal.

el

SONNET TO SIR SAMUEL ROMILLY.

Composed a short time before his
lamentable decease.

When Mercy weeps, aind Justice pines con-
vuls’d

For statutes blurr’d, that blushing Albion
longs

To haveannull’d, O RoMI1LLY, against such
wrongs

Foremost to strive is graceful, though re-
puls’d

By all the chieftains of the legal roll :

The bird that wander’d o’er the water
spread,

Whose likeness hover’d on th’ anointed
head,

Is a fair emblem of thy clement soul

That, with unwearied pity, perseveres

The bloodless criminal from death to save:

More sterling honour to thy name adberes

Than to proud streamers that in victory

~ Wwave, '
The martial truncheon of supreme renown,
Or mighty splendour of a despot’s %O¥n.
Kidderminster, Nov. 7, 1818.

 — .

SONNET

To the memory of the late Mr. Ingram, of
Ticknal, near Bewdley, who bequeathed
£600 that the interest might be annually
employed for procuring sermons to be
preached against inhumanity to dumb
creatures, especially horses.

If from the high abode of glorious light
Angels descend, to mark how those de-
‘mean B

Form’d in their Maker’s image ‘not in
_Yain, | ‘
. Watching with joy th® attested love of

right
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In acts of mercy, and such deeds record,
Then'in their annals INérRAM’s name must
shine,

Who view’d the Ged of nature’s kind de-

sign -
And cruegl' treatment to his works abhorr’d :
Fain would his generous sympathy as-
suage |
All human tyranny unjust and base,
The dumb creation’s pain and man’s dis-
grace, N o
And for humanity all hearts engage :
O happy sympathy of pow’r benign, .
Diffusing blessings like thy sourcegiv;‘ne!
Kidderminster, Nov. 7, 1818.

*

SONNET.

(From ¢ Adpeleutherus; or an Effort to-
attain Intellectual Freedom.”” 8vo.]

Deo Optimo Maximo.

O Thon, whose\bounty gave this mantling
bower | ' -

Where, from the world retired, I oft
recline, |

And trace Thy wonder-working hand

~ divine, |
And read Thy name in ev’ry blushing
flower
Sov’reign of nature, all-directing Power !
Great source of being, life, and light,
and joy! : "

To Thee I dedicate this best employ,

This sweetest solace of the silent hour.
O search this heart, that seeks no vain

disguise,
Accept the tribute, and the labour
bless :
View the pure wotive with approving
eyes—

Thy glory, in Thy creature’s happiness.
Smile on the page that bids the mind be

- free, |
And points the path to - virtue, and to
Thee !
.
LIFE.

From the Chester Guardian.

Life’s a varied, bright illusion,
Joy and sorrow—Ilight and shade:
Turn from sorrow’s dark suffusion,
Catch the pleasures, ere they fade.

Fancy paints, with hues unreal,
Smile of bliss, and sorrow’s moaod ;
If they both are but ideal,
Why reject the seeming good?

Hence, no more! ’tis wisdom calls yey
Bids ye court time’s present aid; -

The future trust not—hope enthrals ye,
Catch the pleasures, ere they fade.

—*—q
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. . UNITARIAN ASSOCIATION.
Proceedings at a Meeting to consider

the Propriety of forming an Associa-
. tion for protecting the Civel Rights

of Unttarians. | I

WE are enabled this month to present
our readers with an Account of the Pro-
ceedings of a Meeting of Unitarians, held
at the London Tavern, onthe 13th January,
for the purpose of. considering the propriety
- of forming an Association for the Protection
of their Civil Rights. Such aSociety has,
we know, been long anxiously desired by
many Unitarians, and we trust that it wili
‘now receive their suppert as a measure
which ecannot fail to be productive of the
most beneficial results. o

Joun CHRISTIE, Esq. being called to the
Chair, vbserved, that all present were ac-
gquainted with the object for which they
-were assembled, and that their friend Mr.
Fox had been instrumental in convening
them. He would, therefore, not enter at
any length into the subject, but should
request that gentleman to explain the cir-
cumstanees out of which the present meet-
ing had arisen, o
. "Mr.:Fax.~—It would, no doubt, be per-
fectly understood, that, although: bhis name
only appeared, the meeting had not been
convened merely at his sugyestion. About
three months ago, the Committee of the
Unitarian Fund was applied to by several
gentlemen who were desirous that an As-
sociation for the Protection of the Civil
Rights of Unitarians should be instituted,
and who wished the Committee to co-ope.
vate with them. Some cases had arisen
‘which seemed to render the measure expe-
dient, and a general wish had been ex-
pressed in. favour of it frem the country;
so much so, that it was probable, if it was
not begun in London, something would be
attempted elsewhere to meet the general
feeling. In consequence of the applica-
tion made to them, therefore, the Fund
appointed a sub-committee to meet and co-
operate with the .applicants; and, after
mature: consideration, it was deemed ex-
pedient to call a general meeting to eon-
sider.the subject. In -eorder to convene
this meeting, some line seemed . proper to
be drawn to regulate the mode of summon-
ing. Public advertisements would only
have drawn many persons tegether, some
fr_om idle curiesity, and others, perhaps, to
d_IStlll.’b .thelproceedings: the easiest and
stmplest way, therefore, was thought to. be,
t take thelists of the two known hodies of
friénds to Unitarianism, the Baok Saciety
and the Fund, adding to them the names of

.1t was well known had creaté

theofficiating ministers of all congregations
which occurred to the Committee’s remem-
brance. The time chosen was thought most
proper, as it would enable some country
friends to attend., This was the course
adopted; many errors might have, and, no
doubt, had arisen in issuing summonses ;
the lists were found very imperfect in some
respects; and some from misdirection had
been returned from the Post-office: but it
‘'was trusted that every one would give credit
for such errors being involuntary. Many,
it was feared, had heen omitted whom it
would have been highly desirable to sum-
mon, but he hoped any such omissions
would be excused. '
-Mr. AspLAND said, the gentlemen who
acted as a Committee to prepare the way
for the meeting had done him the honour
to request he would explain the object of
the proposed Association, and propese the
Rules intended to be submitted for consi-
deration. In bringing forward the sub-
ject, he wished it fully understood that
the utility of such an Association would
come fairly into discussion. The conveners
of the meeting had but one object, one
only desire, to secure themselves in the
possession of their Civil Rights; and if it
-was clear that they were already sufficiently
secured by other means,he should be the first
to waive further proceediugs. There was no
novelty in instituting a Society for protect-
ing the Civil Rights of Raligious Bodies.
Several sueh. societies were in existence.
The body of Deputies of the Three Deno-
minations was one, the oldest amongst
Dissenters, and a most respectable associa-
tion. The recently-formed society, called
the Protestant Society, was another most
usefnl institution, which arnse from the
opposition to Lord Sidmouth’s bill, em-
bracing chiefly members of Calvinistic
communions. The Quakers, it was. well
known, had their Committee of Sufferings
to watch over their Civil Rights; and the
Wesleian Methodists had a committee for
the like purpose. There was nothing new,
therefore, in the proposal; it onziy re-
mained to consider how far it was expe-
dient to adept it. It was known to all,
that Unitarians were, at least, as much ex-
posed to obloquy as any sect, and that it
was but recently that they had been bronght
within the pale of the law. Till within a
few years they had been protected by no
law, although they had been shielded, in
spite of the law, by public opipion. “The
legislature had, however,liberal}y axtended
its tolerntion by the repeal of the gxcepting
-¢lause. in_the Act.pf Willjam and f;&ﬁ! y:
but since that time caseshave ayigsen, which
doubts
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whether the provisions made in favour of
Unitarians' sufficiently accomplished .that
object; and the opinion, he was afraid, of
very eminent lawyers was, that the recent
law did no more than repeal the penal
enaciments, and that Unitarians were 1éft
to stand exactly as they did at common law.
This opinion was fully avowed in the Wol-
verhampton Case, which is still under dis-
eussiofn, and in which doctrines were at-
tempted to be enforced, very alarming cer-
tainly with reference to the rights and
properties of Unitarians. It was there
contended, .that they are not within the
protection of the law, that no foundations,
none at any rate, priorintime to the passing
of the late Act cawrbelong to Unitarians, but
to Trinitarians, as the only species of Dis-
senters legally recognized. If this doetrine

should be established, it need not be ob-

served how mischievous and ruinous would
be the consequences; and if it should not
ultimately, yet if individuals were left to
protect themselves, they would he harassed
by the innumerable evils arising from the
expense and vexation of litigation through
a long period of distraction and fear.

It would be recollected that, in the dis-
cussion on the case alluded to, a very un-
favourable opinion had been expressed by
that great man whose loss had lately
sioned such a shock, he meant Sir S. Ro-
milly. He declared this opinion in court;
but besides the expression of opinien there,
which might have been attributed to the
warinth of ah advocate, he had in private
letters since expressed a strong feeling of
the insecuarity of the basis on which the
eivi] rights of Unitarians rest. e (Mr. A.)
had received a note from him, not many
months before his death, stating his deli-
berate opinion, that they were not protected
at law, and that no other course was open
to them than an application to Parliament.
He offered willingly to assist and snpport
such an application, but observed that he
was not very sanguine ds to its success.
There was, therefore, in the opinion of so
great a man, a strong ground for action
and exertion; and it appeared highly im-
portant to associate, with a view both to
resist aggression, and to proceed, if neces-
sary, to obtain security by legislative pro-
visions. Nothing could be worse than un-
certainty where liberty and property are
concerned. It struck him that Unitarians
were in that state, and that therefore some-
thing should be done, that they might no
longer fear the breaking up and destrnction
of their foundations by any internal divi-
sion, and that they might be secure froin
persecution, let whatever change of times
happen; and thatsuch a change might take
place, no one would say was impossible.
ThE%asie of Mr.John Wright, of Liverpool,
shewed the facling of many of gmat weigh

YOL: X1V, | H
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in the country to be hostile. He was in-
dicted for; promulgating opinions closely
conbected, at any rate,. with those of Uni-
tarians; and the opinion of some persons,
well able te judge, was, that, though the
doctrine taught had been held by men of
learning and piety ; though defended by dig-
nitaries in the church, and even by Bishop
Law; a jury might very pessibly conviet
the person who maintained itof Blasphemy.
This case was withdrawn, but while it was
pending great difficulty was experienced ;
there was no bedy of persons to.step for-
ward, within whose provinee it lay to de-
fend Mr, Wright : the Unitarian Fund was
applied to, and did something; but they
felt that they were going beyond their pro-
vinee, and were not justified in such an
application of their funds: they could only
pledge themselves as individuals. All would
see thatin cases of this sort nething sheuld
be left to accident; ‘'no person harassed by
the bigotry or ignorance of a country ma-
gistrate, for instance, ought to be left to the
chance of individual or friendly assistance.
An Association like that now proposed,
would give confidence to the expression of
opinion, and diminish the probahility of
persecufion, by shewing these inclined to
persecute, that there are men of eqnal
weight and knowledge with themselves,
ready to protect the objects of their malice.

If such a society were not necessary,
Mr. A. allowed, it would bhe injurious, as
appearing to separate our case from that of
other Dissenters; but surely it was obvious
that there was no society whieh would do
what had been and might again be neces-
sary. In the case of Mr. Wright there was
none. The Deputies were appealed to, and,
unhappily for their reputation, the appeal
was at that time made in vain. The abs-
tract question had been since brought before -
them, and been decided in favour of libe-
rality and freedom ; but it was too much to
expect that persons zealously entertaining
the opinions which most of them did,
should be very solicitous in the eause of
persons whom their creed must lead them
to consider as blasphemenrs. |

There was, too, a class of cases which
the Deputies could not take up; he meant
disputes between different portions of con-
gregations; and this was one which was
becoming of considerable importance. In
the Wolverhampton Case, the minister, by
setting himself in opposition to the whole

~congregation, and putting in the most ab-

sard claim, had succeeded, at any rate, for
a time, so far as to drive out the whole
body from their meeting~honse and their
endowments, great part of which had been
raised by their own contributions, and to
put them to what must be to a sinall con-
gregation a very heavy expense. Whether

‘the Péputies can or cannot, by their eonsti-
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tution, provide for tli_e*adjﬂstniex}t of suth 3
ease, ’lb‘éy certaitily were mnot inchned to
do %o, and, but for some new association,
congregations so circumstanced might be
broken up from the mere want of assistance
and encouragement in the suppoit of their
rights and properties.

A geuneral opinion seemed to
among the reputed orthodox Dissenters,
that all foundations with which Trinitarians
have been at any former period connected,
cannot be beld by Unitarians ; nay, further,
that, prior to the passing of theTrinity bill,
all must, in the eye of the law, be consi-
dered nis Trinitarian ; and they bave shewn
every disposition to act upon these prin-
cjples, however inconsistent with those on
which they profess to ground their dissent.
Threats had in several places been held

- out; in some, proceedings had (it was re-
ported) been actually commenced, although
they were suffered to sleep, perhaps, on ac-
count of the delay and uncertainty of the
‘ultimate decision on the Wolverhampton
Case in Chancery. For these reasons it
did seem to him (Mr. A.) expedient to have
a standing committee, if it were only to
give advice on such occasions. They could
take legal opinions on emergencies, and
such advice, once taken, would remain on
their books; each case would guide a suc-

-ceeding one, and thus considerable diffi-
culty, expense and delay would be pre-
vented. Such an association need not in-
terfere with any other. No case would
properly come within its jurisdiction, which
was not strictly Unitarian, or which would
be within the scope of the Deputies or the
Protestant Society. It could not make any
separation between the Unitarians and other
Nonconformists ; if it would, let the pro-
ject be abandoned; but the real question
was, not whether such cases should be left
to other associations, but whether they

“should be neglected and abandoned.

He was thankful for what the legislature,
in compliance with public opinion, had
already done; but if he should say he was

- not cantented, he would only repeat Mr.
W illiam Smith’s opinion, declared to Lord
Liverpool, on that nobleman’s ex pressing
a hope that Unitarians would be satisfied
with the Trinity Bill: ¢ No, my Lord,”
answered Mr. Smith, ¢ we shall not be sa-
tisfied while one disqualifying statute in
matters of religion remains on the books.”
This was his (Mr. A.’s) feeling also, and he
therefore thoughtthe proposed Association
very useful, not only to protect our rights,
but to enlarge them and those of every
class of Dissenters; for, in all general mea-
sures for that porpose, it would doubtless
<cheerfully concur with other societies.

There was one subject to which it was
difficult to allude, but on which much had

.deen of late said, and of which therefore

prevail
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some notice must be taken. ' Our adversa-
ries might be jocwlar upon it, but to us it
was a serious grievance. He alluded to the
necessity of passing to the marriage state
through Frinitarianordinances. It appear-
ed that the legislature by passing the late
bill meant effectiually to protect us; if they
did not, the act was a delusion and a snare ;
but if that was their intention, all must see
that it was not accomplished, while Unita- §
rians were obliged, against their principles
and consciences, to submit to _Athanasian
worship. -

As a Dissenter, on the broadest ground,
he should object to such a compulsive con-
formity, but as Unitarians, they were com-
pelled, in this instance, to violate their
dearest opinions; and strongest religious
feelings. The moral responsibility rested,
no doubt, on the legislature which occa-
sioned the offence, but surely they onght

- to attempt to throw off the burden.

- For this purpose, it was desirable. that
there should be some body through whom
petitions might pass. Small numbers of
individuals might indiscreetly.commit the
whole body. He had himself, petitions in
his possession, one of which was couched
in terms so unguarded, that any jester in
the houses of Parliament might take it as
an_occasion to convulse all around him
with laughter. - |

Mr. Aspland concluded by saying, that
his object was principally to repel the
charge of wishing in the remotest degree
to divide the body of Dissenters; he only
wanted that they should be able to protect
their peculiar objects, to which they could
not expect the main body to attend. He
then read the following preamble aud rules,
that all might judge of them as a whole, in
the first instance, and ended by moving the
adoption of the preamble and first rule:

THe LeGIsLATURE by passing the Act of
the 53d. Geo. IlI. entitled, ¢ An Act
to relieve Persons who impugn the Doec-
trine of the Trinity from certain Penalties,”
was nnderstood to extend to Unitarians
the privileges possessed by other denomi-
nations of Dissenters; but doubts having
since arisen whether that object be suffi-
ciently secured, it is deemed expedient to
institute a Society for the purpose of pro-
tecting the Civil Rights of Unitarians, under
the following regulations:

1. This Society shall be denominated
the Unitarian Association for the Protec-
tion of the Civil Rights of Unitarians.

2. The Association shall consist of indi-
vidunal Subscribers and of the representa-
tives of congregations making an annual
contribution. . |

3. The qualification of individuals as
members of this Association, shall be an
annual subscription of not less than 10¢¢ 6d.
or a donation of not less than £5, 5s.
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--4. Every congregation contributing an-
nually notless than one guinea, shall be at
liberty to send two representative members :
Officiating ministers of congregations shall
be eligible as representatives.

5. An Annnal General Meeting of the
Association shall be holden on the Thurs-
day in Whitsun Week.

6. A Committee consisting of ten per-
sons resident in or near Londen, shall be
chosen at the annual meeting, to transact
the business of the Association, of whom
four, viz. those who shall have given the
least attendance at committee meetings,
shall be ineligible for one year.

7. A Treasurer and Secretary shall also
be chosen at the general meeting', who shall
be added to the Committee. The Trea-
surer shall receive subscriptions, and make
~all necessary disbursements on account of
the Association, and the Secretary record
its minules, conduct its correspondence,
and summon committee and general meet-
ings. : |

8. In all meetings of the committee,
the presence of five members shall be ne-
cessary for proceeding to business.

9. All subscriptions shall be paid in
advance, and be considered as due on the
1st of January in each year, and no person
shall be allowed to vote at the annual
meeting, until his subscription for the
current year be paid. |

10. The above Rules shall not be al-
tered except by two-thirds of the members
present at a general meeting. Any altera-
tions intended to be proposed to the So-
ciety, must be first notified to the Commit-
tee at one of its meetings. -

MR. TALFOURD rose to second the motion,
He felt sure that much would not be neces-
sary, after the observations they had just
heard, to impress on the meeting the ne-
cessity of forming the Association which
had been proposed to them. He had, in-
deed, hoped that the time had passed for
ever, when Unitarians had to contend, sepa-
rately from the rest of their dissenting
brethren, against the injuries of power;
that they were placed by the legisiature on
the same footing with all others who op-
posed the established forms, and were only
called on to unite with them in the noble
eftfort to remove every vestige of their com-
mon oppressions. He believed that any
candid and impartial mind must coneeive
that the Act called the Trinity Bill went
to this length ; that, as it repealed not only
the denunciation of penalties, but the
clauses by which Auti-trinitarians were
excepted from the benefits of the Act of
Toleration, it completely tolerated and pro-
tected Unitarian worship, and gave to in-
stitutions for the adoration of the Father
alone, the opportunity of legal aid, should
it become requisite.’ 'Had, indeed, the re-
peal of the provisions against Uniterians

5.1

" been preceded by some prosecution: unde T

them, it might have been regarded as merely
removing a punishment too severe, not as tes-
tifying the destruction of a principle. Buts
granted as it was without any circumstance

tending to bring odium on the particularsta-

tute, it could only be regarded as the abo-

‘litien of a principle, which the progress of

opinion had long rendered merely ludicrous,
and on which persecution by the common
law, as well as by the statute,. depended.
Surely it could not be believed that the
legislature would have conceded as a boon
that- which they intended as a snare, or
that Unitarians would have earnestly sought
the repeal of open and undisguised denun-
ciations which no Attorney-General would
have dared to enforce, t0o encounter myste-
rious and vague liabilities which Protestant
Dissenting Ministers would not blush to
revive against them ! |

They had, however, recently heaid it con-
tended, that all foundations for Unitarian °
worship constituted before the passing of the
late bill, cannot be supported ; or, atleast,
that in ascertaining the will of the founders
for the purpose of carrying it into literal ef-

fect, courts will decide that they never de-
‘signed to support a worship, at the time re-

garded asillegal. This doctrine must excite
greater surprise when advanced under the
sanction of Protestant Dissenting. Ministers,
of high talents, influenceand piety, whobave
even called on the religious world to bring
their charitable contributions to its aid. If
such a construction of the will of a founder
were to govern dissenting trusts, it would
lead to the strange conclusion that while all
else might be progressive, while every
other institution might be moulded gently
to accord with the advances of the species,
while acts of the legislature might amelio-
rate even the established system, the foun-
dations of Dissenters should alone be inca-
pable of change; struck, as it -were, by
some cold and deadening enchantment, and
fixed immoveable, amidst an improved age,
the only relics of more barbarous times!
And this consequence to follow the inter-
pretation of the will of those who first
struggled for free inquiry—in the principles
of whose dissent was the germ of all future
changes in opinion however extended, and
who had given the first impulse to a pro-
gress which their endowments only would
thas be suffered to oppose! |
But we are further told (said Mr. T.) that
Unitarians, by the promulgdtion of their opi-
nions, are still offenders at common law, ha-
ble to criminal prosecutions, and that.their
institutions, even now formed, are beyond
the pale of legal protection. This doctrine
can - only be supported. by construing the
proposition that ‘ Christianity is parct of
the law of England,” to mean Christianity
as established by law.. And, to what pe-
riod of time. doss the proposition refer?
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To the period when the common law had
its origin, the period when those maxims
were established, which, handed down to
tradition, and confirmed by authority, are
supposed te have formed part of a written
code? The present establishment had no ex-
istence in those times ; and, perhaps, could
we penetrate into an antiquity so dark, we
‘might even find that Unitarianism was then
‘the received faith, and that all other creeds
are heresies. At all events, there must
have been a time, when, under Catholic
princes, it must have been an offence at
eommon law to support those forins which
i is now an offence at common law to in-
pugn. Had the common law of England,
then, silently changed and veered round on
every variation of the eourt religion? If
it be so, the evil is not peculiar to Unita-
rians, but common to every class of Dissen-
ters, and must fall upon those who are now
subscibing tosupportit, -For,if any thing
more be intended by that - Christianity
which it is illegal to controvert, than those
great principles which all who assume the
Christian name recognize as the basis of
present moral obligation and the ground
of future hope, it must imply all the doc-
trines, services, rites and ceremonials of
the Established Faith. Thelaw can know
of no scale whereby tomeasure the degrees
of heresy. They who presume to disbelieve
that in Baptism a child is made ¢¢ an heir of
Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of
the kingdom of heaven,” are then as really
offenders as those who deny the Trinity ; and
on the ground upon which political inter-
ference is exerted, they are more deeply
criminal because the contumacy of schism
is greater, and is left more entirely, in the
eye of persecutors, without excuse, in pro-
portion as its grounds are more trivial. Also
on the principle contended for, of those
within the church whe dispute respecting
the meaning of her formularies, one party
must be offenders against law, since both
cannot be maintaining the true doctrine as
she. has declared it. Courts of law must
decide between the Evangelical and A rii-
nian clergy, and we must add to our law-
libraries, already sufliciently extensive, all
the -volumes of ecclesiastical controversy
which bave ever been written. If,. theve-
fore, it were contended, in consequence of
the illegality of Unitarianism, that all foun-
dations cven now reared for its support are
void, all other Dissenting trusts, even since
the Act of Toleration, are in the same con-
dition; and, even were the illegality now
confined to. the former, all of the latter es-
tablished before the Revolution, must be
liable to be diverted from their purposes,
and that very antiquity become the ground
of their fall, which seemed to have rendered
them more sacred. =
But, inconsistent or -absurd as the doe-
trines refer¥ed to might appear, they had
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been recently promulgated under the sdne-
tion of Protestant Dissenting Ministers. It
was melancholy, indeed, to view thes_e,*the
legitimate guardians of religious freedom,
thus attempting to destroyits first prmeci-
ples ;—to find men holding their own sta-
tions by free eleection, and making the
propriety of such election, and the right
of dismissal, a ground of their-dissent,
calling on their congregations to support
the doctrine that a Dissenting preacher,
once chosen, is established in a freehold
for life ;—looking into dark times, when
their own ancestors suffered from persecu-
tion, for maxims of persecution against
their opponents ;—and searching amony
the ashes of bigotry for some spark, which
only the haste of the legislature to extin-
guish its flames had heedlessly suffered to
remain unquenched, from which they might
light a torch to consume the institutions of
their foes, and which must shortly destroy
their own. There was something low and
petty in the proceeding, which. the furi-
ous persecutors of old, would hardly have
deigned to employ. They would have
acted a bolder part: if they pursued he-
retics, it would be with a disinterested
enthusiasm, not with an eye to their pos-
sessions ; they might have led them to the
fires of Smithfield, but would scarcelyhave
condescended to put them into the Court
of Chancery. When it was considered,
then, that these men, justly esteemed for
all excellences, save when bigotry usurped
the place of kind afiections and solid judg-
ment,” were our opponents, could it be
hoped that societies composed, for the most
part, of the persons over whom their influ-
ence extended, would advocate our cause
against them? Even supposing the ma-
jority, at last, to be with us, should we
endure a preliminary struggle before every
step in our defence, and act after it, without
that promptitude and decision which alone
coudd give us the slightest probability of
succeeding? S -
For the final resnlt, if this Society acted
with wisdom and zeal, he (Mzr. T.) had no
apprehension. Let the battle only be fairly
fought, and whether, in a court of law, it
was lost or won, the cause must ultimately
triumph.  The day when the Board Mi-
nisters should succeed in establishing the
existence of persecution, they would mark
it out for destruction. Let them ¢ drag
the struggling monster into light,”’ and in
that light it would imstantly expire. But
we must fairly meet every objection on the
ground of its advocates, and must ascer-
tain the fact whether we were tolerated or
not, before we either sat down in quiet, or
applied to Parliament for a remedy. We
must protect: our brethren at a distance
from petty tyranny, and foree it te meet us
in the face of the world. ' Theén 'the contest
would be open, and whatéver was the im-
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mediate issue, the final result would be
glorieus. If the courts of law. should re-
gard Unitarians as unprotected, the legis-
lature wonld eagerly come forward to effect
its intentions, and vindicate them from the
calumny with which our opponents had
dared to asperse them. ) ‘ o

Mr. T. concluded by expressing his as-
surance, that although the object of this
Society was to protect a particular sect,
there would be no- exclusive spirit in the
feelings which it would engender. Our
charity had not begun, and assuredly would
not end, at home. In defending our own
rights, we shoeuld only refresh and enliven
a spirit which would make our adversaries
free men 1n their own despite, and derive
new vigour for the general eause. The
protection of Unitarian institutions was,
1ndeed, most important to the canse of
religious freedom ; as in their success was
to be found. its most productive germ,
For who so likely to support it with un-
decaying energies, as those who feel its
principles in every sentiment of their creed;
who look not down, as from a pinnacle, on

their fellow-men, on whom they are to .

dispense their benevolence, but grasp, in
strong sympathy, all that is human - who
alone make charity an article of their creed ;
and who look on all men as members of
cne family, the children of one Father?
Never would they relax their exertions,

till all that kept this great family asunder

was threwn down, and every obstacle re-
moved which was designed 1o obstruct the
free devotions of the hearts of its diver-
sified members from ascending to their
common Parent,

The motion was put on the preamble
and first rule, and carried unanimously.

MRe. RurT rose to second the second re-
solution, and to express his hearty concur-
rence in the measure. He was one of a few
among-those whoe had known very different
times, that had survived to witness the
accomplishment of *such undertakings as
the present; and he was confident that
many with whom it had formerly been his
happiness to eo-operate, would have known
no higher gratification than the assurance
that their writings and endeavours would
prepare the way for such happy results.
He was desirous to express his entire ap-
probation of the proposed Institution, and
the more especially because no one there,
perhaps, had betier reason to know the
necessity of it. Ie had long been asso-
ciated with the Deputies, from whom he
bad uniformly received the greatest cour-
tesy, and of whom: it would little become
him to speak - otherwise than in terms of
the highest regard ; and this cireumstance
furnished him with the means of making
Some observations on what had been said
on that part of the subject bhefore this
meeting.’ His friend Mr, Aspland would

% v

excuse him, he knew, for saying that he
had not heen quite correct in-. asserting
that tlie Beputies never interfered in dif-
ferences between parts of a congregation.
They had sometimes done so, and with
very good effect ; and he was sure, if any of
the highly respectable men who composed
that body were asked, whether the cir-
cumstance of a person’s being an Unita-
rian would form any objection to extending
to. him their protection, they would de-
cidedly answer in the negative. Still no
one could wonder if prejudices, to a cer-
tain degree, obscured the better judgment
and damped the zeal of such persons, in
support of an individual whose opinions
were very much at variance with their own.
Mr. Wright was so circumstanced. His
case was referred by a general meeting
to the committee, which determined not to
interfere : at the nextgeneral meeting it
was proposed to consider this decision of
the committee, but the previous question
was carried by a majority of one. He
could, he believed, state the. probable
grounds of the committee’s determination.
There had been reports. of impradenees
and indiscretions on Mr. Wright’s part, (he
believed wholly groundless,) which might
induce the decision, but it was very proe
bable that they would have made much
less impression, and been justly treated
as calumnies, if it had been the case of an
orthodox minister. To provide, therefore,
for these occurrences, he certainly thought
an Institution, like the one proposed,
highly expedient. The very great use of
such- bodies, arose from the weight and
support which their very name gave teo
small societies of individuals in remote
places, who otherwise might be despised
and trampled under foot, o

He could assure the meeting, that what-
ever number of cases of effectual as-
sistance might appear on their books,
the actual number would be far greater:
the small congregation of a village would
acquire weight by its knewun connexion
with thewm, and thus appear too streng
for perseculion ; and wmany individuals
and societies would be essentially benefited
by the connexion, whose names would

never come before them.

With regard to the marriage coremeny,

Unitarian Dissenters were most particu-
larly aggrieved by the farms of the
Churches of Eagland and Rome. In the

Geneva form there was no expression, he

‘believed, to which an Unitarian could ob-

ject. But whatever the form, he theught
Unitarians, and indeed all Dissenters,
ought to unite to get rid-of it'as a reli-
gious institution altogether. 1t n%peat'ed
to him,that each religious sect dught te be
left to perform any rites it theught best,

‘but, that the -legal part of the contract

ought to be civil. 3e had often thonght
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of calling the attention of Dissenters in
general to the subject. There was, he
believed, a statute yet in force authonzmg'
the minister to inquire, before he performed
the ceremony, whether the party bad been
baptized. An instanee of this inquiry had
once been brought before the Deputies,
who were going to take it up, but the
young man, whom it concerned, was in
greater haste than they, and he suffered
himself to be baptized first, and married
afterwards.

He would only add, that it was no an-
swer to. the arguments in favour of these
associations, to say, that the government
and the courts of the country were libe-
rally disposed. . He remembered to have
once heard Lord Ellenhorough himself, in
a case of private libel, breaking out, as it
were, in his father’s spirit, when Sir Vicary
Gibbs, then Attorney-General, was endea-
_ vouring to harass a witness, and prejudice
the court against him, by making him
‘eonfess he was an Unitarian, and observ-

ing, “ What does it signify, Mr. Attorney,

to what denomination of Christians the
witness belongs ?’’ and yet-the same judge
would have heen obliged, if called on, to
put in force laws which treated this man
as a blasphemer, unworthy of the Christian
name.

Mgr. HovLbDeN, of Tentexden observed
that it was not .lns intention to have offered
himself to the notice of the meeting, but
that he felt it incumbent on him, at the
same time that he united himself with the
present Association, to disclaim any inten-
‘ticn to be in the remotest degree disre-
spectful to the Deputies, from whom he
had received the most polite attention.
He was extremely happy to find this feeling
so general, and was convinced that no
slight could be intended. He had had
occasion to apply to the Deputies for their
advice and assistance, in the case of a
person whom the minister of the parish
refused to bury, because he had not been
baptized in the Church; that assistance
had been readily given, and had been at-
tended with the best effect, for the minister
read the service six weeks after the death
and interment of the person in question.
He took that opportunity of expressing his
grateful acknowledgments, and was con-
fident, that, in joining the present Associa-
tion, he was not doing any thing which
: would appear disrespectful to the body to
which he had alluded.

The second resolution was carried una-
nimously.

Dr. Taomas Rees seconded the third.
He also wished to bear testimony to the
gohte attention he had always received

om the Deputies; but, at the same time,
.itappeared quite clear to him, that cases
peculiarly belonging to Umtanans could
not be effectually conducted there, nor
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ought matters of exclusive interest to tbem-
to be left to be attended to at the trouble

-and expense of that body, which had al-

ready large claims on their exertions and
their funds, in behalf of the general com-
munity of Dissenters. The third resolutlon
was then unanimously agreed to.

Mr. Ricumonp seconded the fourth re-
solution. Were they about to publjsh a
crusade, he observed, against the posses-
sions of their brother Dnssenters, their
object wauld be justly reprobated ; bat to
their associating for protection, he could
see no objection. The peculiar advantage
of societies like this, was, the facﬂlty
which it afforded for collecting and pre
serving that sort of information, of a mlxed
character, partly legal and partly religious,

which it would be dliﬁcult to obtain from

the mere lawyer. This had been fre-
quently experienced. If thig Society was
formed, every congregation that might
happen to have its property or rights in-
vaded, would have the opportunity of the
immediate assistance of gentlemen, not
only acquainted with the law,rbut who had
united that sort of religious and legal
knowledge, which was so necessary for the
proper conduct of such causes. Every
one would then know where to go for
information on these points, and in most
cases would, in the first instance, receive
an opinion on the question in dispute,
that would decide the matter, and answer
all the purpose of expensive judicial pro-
ceedings.

The fourth resolution being unanimously
agreed to, Mr. RicHARD TA_YLOR seconded
the fifth, e should only express his
entire concurrence and appmbatmn They
had peculiar disabilities, surely they ought
to have peculiar Associations, by which
they would not only benefit themselves,
but confer a benefit on society in general,
in removing one portion of the Joad of
mtolerance. ‘ |

The sixth and seventh resolutions were
then seconded by Dr. MoreLr and MR
PARKES, and carried unanimously.

Some discussion arose (in which Mk.
Gisson, Mr. Rurr and Dr. T. Rees took

a part) as to the propriety of having the

officers chosen by ballot, which was, how-
ever, given up, the general feeh ng seeming
to be against it.

The eighth, ninth and tenth resolutions
were seconded by Mr. Young, Mgr. IVEs
Hurry and Mg. SMALLFIELD, and agreed
to.

Mk. Fox observed the vessel was now
built and rigged, and they only wanted to
man her and set her afloat. He had but
little to say, butthat he hoped would be
to the purpose. The main point was to
raise the wind, and a breeze from the
courtry, he behemd was most necessary
to set them afloat. In the few da,ys that
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had elapsed since the summonses 1ssued
he was happy to say he had received let-

ters of approval from several ministers,’

and or bebalf of several congregations,
which would become. members of the Asso-
ciation. The approbation of Dr. Car-
penter, of Bristol, would have greatwelg‘ht
besides that, he had letters from Mr, Soott,
of Portsmouth, Mr. Worsley, of Plymouth
Mr. Toms, of Framhngham Mr. Blake, of
Crewkerne, Mr. Astley, of Halifax, Mr.
Grundy, of Manchester, as ‘¢ Chairman at
the Quarterly Meeting ‘of the Ministers of
the Presbytelia,n Denominpation and theu‘
Friends in Manchester and its vicinity,”
Myr. Turner, of Newcastle, Mr. Probert, of
Alnwick, Mr Knowles, of Nantwich, Mr.
Moore, of Meadrow, Godalming, a‘ud Mr.
Ashworth, of Rossendale.” These names
would, he thought, abundantly shew that
the feeling of the country, was the same as
that of London, and many others, he knew,
only waited for the official announcement
of the proceedings of that day.*
- Of course it was of importance their
offices should be well and ably filled. The
names of many persons would have been
obviously very desirable, but they were
already connected with other societies.
The Treasurer should be a man of acknow-
ledged worth, stability and character, and
he knew no one better qualified than Mg.
Youne. He therefore moved,

“ That Jaues Young, Esq., of No. 16,
’Change Alley, and of Grove Place, Hack-
ney, be appmnted T:easuret for the ensulng
year.”

M=R. HoLpEN seconded the motmn, and
observed, that he attended the meeting at
the reqnest of his congregation, and that
he had no doubt they would, on his return,
entirely concur in what had been done.

The resolution being carried unani-
mously, Mr. Younea returned thanks to
the meetmg lle was anxious to observe,
that there was, in his opinion, no impro-
priety in his acceptmg the appointment,

although a member of the Protestant So--

ciety. For his own part he liked best to
fight on general principies; but he con-
cewed the general body was fully em-
ployed, and that, for spccial purposes, it
was much better to form particular insti-
tutions. He would only add, he hoped
gentlemen would not make hIS office a
smecme, as¢ he was not in the habit of
accepting such appointments.

Mr. Fox said he thought all would
agree it was desirable to have a legal man
their Secretary; he would therefore move

“ That Mgr. Encar TAYLOR. (No. 9,

'* The Rnules, Sc. will be printed, and,
logether with an official announcement of
the proceedings of the meeting, be circu-
lated as em-ly and widely as can be.

_of respect and

55

King’s Bench Walk, Temp]e) be appomted
Secretary for the ensuing year.”

MR. AspLAND seconded the motion, ob-
serving, that he knew no one so wel

-qualified for the office as the gentleman

proposed. His family name was of itself
a recommendation, and to this he added
the personal q;ualities of knowledge, firm-
ness, zeal and affability. To Mr. Edgar
Taylor the public were indebted for the
valuable report of the proceedings in the
Wolverh‘ampton Case, which was pub.
lished in the Month]y Repository, and he
had now the conduct of -that important
cause. It ought to be known also, that
Mr. Taylor had done more than any other
individual towards originating the Asso-
ciation.

This resolution being unammously car-
ried, Mg. TAvYLOR returned thanks for the
honom the meeting had done him, and for
the obliging terms “in which the gentlemen
had been pleased to propose his appoint-
ment. .le could onlysay, that no zeal in
the protection of their Civil Rights should
be wanting, and that he should readily
afford as much exertion in their cause as
other engagements, many of which had a
prior claim on his attention, would permit.
He should regard his appointment, as he
hoped they did, merely as an experiment,
on both sides; they would soon judge of
the extent of the business before them, and
the attention it would require, and if he
should find that the assistance he could,
give was insufficient to the end in view,
he had no doubt they would relieve him
by appointing him a colleague or suceessor,
as should seem most- for the benefit of the
Association.

The following g‘ent]emen were then ap-
pointed the first Committee:

JOHN CHATFEILD, Esq., Stockwell,
Surrey.

Rev. R. ASPLAND, Haokney. .

THOMAS GIBSON Esq syLrump Street.

Dr. THOMAS REES, Somerset Place,
Kennington. | .

IVES HURRY, Esq., London Wall,

S. PARKES, Esq. Goswell Street.

RICHARD TAYLOR, Esq., Shoe Lane.

Rev. W. J. FOX, Suffolk Place, Hack-

ney Road.
T. N. TALFOURD, Esq., Inner Tem-
ple.

C. RICHMOND, Esq., Inner Temple.

It was then moved and agreed, that the
appointment of the present “officers should
continue to the general meeting in 1820.

Mr. Rutt said it was impossible they
could separate without bearing a testimony
grafitude to the gentlemen
who had called them together. They all
knew the difficulty of uniting particular
opinions, so as to bring themn into general
measures : he should move

{
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“¢ That the grateful acknowledgments of
the meeting be offered to the Committee
of the Unitarian Fund, and the other friends
of the Unitarian cause, who have discovered
so much zeal and jadgment, in convening
and pxepanng the way for the present
meeting.’

This being agreed to, Mr. RurT moved,

¢ That the thanks of the meeting be
given to the Chairman, for his uniform
services to the Unitarian cause, and for his
able conduct in’ the Chair on the present
occasion.’”’

Mr. AspLaxDp said he had great pled-
sure in seconding the: motion, and ob-
served, that it ought to be explained why
they had not secured the advantage of such
names as those of the Chairman dnd the
Mover of the present resolution on their
Committee. The only reason was, that it
was thought best at the outset not to elect
for this office gentlemen who were on the
Committee of Deputies, as he hoped both
Mr. Rutt and Mr, Christie, who repre-
sented the New Gravel-Pit congregation,
at Hackney, would be. g

The motion was unanimously carried;
the Chairman returned his acknowledg-
ments ; and the meeting was dissolved.

About fifty gentlemen gave in their
names to the Treasurer, as members of
the Association.

- Communications are requested to be
addressed to the Secretary, and- subserip-
~ tions to the Treasurer. Congregations
wishing to enrol themselves in the Asso-
ciation, aye. requested to make known their
intention, ahd te report the names of their
representatives some time before theannual
meeting at Whitsuntide.

e msmmme '

Late Proceedings in the Wood Street,

. Spitalfields, Charity School.

Monday Evening, Nov. 30, 1818,

A numerous Meeting of the Managers
and Subscribers to the Wood-Street Cha-
rity School was held at the School-House,
Spltalﬁeldc: Chairman, James Col]ms
Esq. Agrecably to a notice given, the
Rev. R. Stodhart, of Pell Street, Ratcliff
Highway, stood up, and moved that ¢¢ the
children of the school shoul& no longer
attend at the chapel, Worship Street;”
adding, ¢ that the people assembling there
denied the co-equal and co-essential God-
head of Jesus Christ; and with Unitarians
would be damned to all eternity !’ This
profound .and libéral divine had declared,
at the former meeting, that he that wor-
shiped the Father alone, without God
the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, was an
ldolatel for the Father alone was a false
Deity ! True Christians, however, that
follow the New Tesmment and not the
Assembly’s Catechism, will continue to

adopt the words of the apostle Paul:——
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(Ephes. v. 20,) ¢« Always giving thanks
for all things in the name of our Lerd
Jesus Christ to God, even the Father,”
without fearing to incur the guilt, or
hazard the punishment of 1dolatry. But
to proceed. Mr, Stodhart was supported

- by Mr. Thomas Wilson, of Islington, who

unhesitatingly declared, though in a some-
what milder manner, that all denying the
sacrifice of Christ and the influence of the
Eternal Spirit, were not entitled to the

" name of Christians, and could not be saved

in the world to come!* Three Calvinistic
gentlemen, much to their honour, Mr.
A~——n, Mr. L—e, and" Mx.‘E————r','ably
and zealous]y opposed the motion, as
antichristian, and pregnaut with mischief
to the chauty Mr. Sharp and Mr. Teulon
followed them in the inculcation of similar
sentiments; when the Rev. John Evans,
concludmg the business, spoke thus:
MR. CHAIRMAN,

It 1s only justice ’to myself and a daty
I owe to the morning church at Worship
Street, over which I have presided as
Pastor near thirty years, to say a few
words on the present occasion. Last week
I received in an envelope tweo communi-
cations of a very contradictory nature,

and whxch I now hold in my hand. The

one is a notice of the present meeting, ¢ to
prevent the Wood-Street Charity School
from attending any longer at Worship
Street 3 and the other is the little book
contammg the rules of the school, the
first paragraph of which states, that & this
school was founded in 1717, wnthout the
least distinction of parties and denomi-
nations, and has been ever since supported
upon the same Catholic principles.”” Now,
Mr. Chairman, judge my surprise when
these contradictery communications came
to hand. Has this school, said I, aban-
doned these Catholic prmuples? No I
have- never heard any thing of the kind.
Have the church at Worship Street altered
their religious principles? Noj; I have
been with them as pastor twenty-seven
years, and the only alterntion has been
the admission of Free Commumon, which
I pronounce an improvement im candour
and charity towards our Pedobaptist bre-

-

* This gentleman rung changes on the
Assembly’s Catechism, which is taught
the children; and the chlldleﬂ hearing at
Worship Street any thing hostile to the
Catechism, seemed most to distress him.
The Bible appeared to be forgotten. But
it is worthy of remark, that even Neal, a
zealous Calvimist, say:, ‘of the Assembly s
Catechism, in his- Hi‘story of the Puritans,
“ It hag by some been thought ‘a little
too leng, and in seme particulars too
abstruse-for the eapacities of children !”

~
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thre, whom we highly esteem, (though
they differ from us on the subject of bap-
tism,) distinguished as they in general are
for their virtue and piety. What then can
be the ground of the extraordinary purpose

for which this numierous assembly are
celled together this evening? Have we

at Worship Street been deficient in our
subscriptions to this charity? No; almost
every person of property amongst us is
a subscriber; and a very few years ago,
owing to the pressure of the times, when
the support of the school was diminished,
1 among others was called upon to double
my subseription; which was immwediately
done. Have we at any time been back-
ward with our annual charity sermons,
when it came to onr turn? No; last May
two sermons were preached for this pur-
pose at Worship Street; and both myself
and colleague gave up to two respectable
ministers—Dr. Philipps and Mr. Fox—
under the idea uf their obtaining a larger
sam for the charity, Have our deceased
friends been deficient in legacies to the
institution ?  Noj far from it.  Within
these last ten years, no less a sum than
£1200 hath been beqneathed for the be-
nefit of the Wood-Street Charity School !
My late worthy friend and constant hearer
{Mr. Joseph Coope), who left you £1000
sterling, a little more than twelve months
age, was attached to this school on aceount
of the liberal principles by which it is
characterized ; and hence his munificent
legacy! Had this cloud of illiberality
which has been gathering around our in-
stitution appeared in his life-time, aund
been suffered to obscure its glory, not a
farthing of his money would have been
now in your possession. But on acecount
of its catholic principles he befriended it
through life, and at his decease left a
permanent memorial of his regard to pos-
terity! 'Thus the living and the dead at
Worship Street have been studious of the
welfare and intent on the prosperity of the
charity. After this are we to be told that
it 1s in contemplation to remove the chil-
dren from their attendance at Worship
Street? Juastice and gratitude dictate an
opposite conclusion.

But our religious principles, it seems,
are dangerous, and pregnant with mischief
to the minds of the children. As to our
Prineiples, they are now what they have
always beén ; founded on the New Tes-
tament. We firmly believe in the divine
mission of Jesus Christ, who lived and
died for the great family of mankind.
Our ereed is indeed summed up in the
words of the Saviour: ¢ God so loved the
World, that he gave his only-begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him shall not
perish, but have everlasting life.”” But,

Lr. Chairman, it is not ‘theoretical prin-
¢iples that make the Christian; it is the
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temper ' and disposition——the heart itself
that the Sypreme Being regards with ap-
probation.' We touch one another on
every side. It is therefore our behaviour
aed conduct towards each other through
life that will be inquired into at the last
great ‘day of account, when the plandit
will be uttered, ¢ Well done, good and
faithful servant; enter thou into the joy
of thy Lord.”” We trust nevertheless that
we are right in our religious principles;
but being fallible creatures, we would
avoid all degmatism and uncharitableness.
We only claim that liberty which we freely
grant to others. We condemn net our bre-
thren of different sentiments. To bear
and forbear is the indispensable duty of
bumanity. They differ no farther {rom
us than we differ from them. We would
view all our fellow-christians with an eye
of love and benignity. ¢ Judge not, that
ye be not judged ; for with what judgment
ye judge, ye shall be judged, and with®
what measure ye mete, it shall be mea-
sured to you again.”

But we are not met here, Mr. Chairman,
to discuss confessions of faith; we are
desirous of joining heart and hand to pro-
mote the interests of the charity. And
has it not been found that the catholic
principles on which the schoel is con-
ducted have ensured its prosperity ? It
bas been established npwards of a hundred
years; and last year you celebrated with
joy and gratitude its centerary anniver-
sary! On that, as well as on every annual
occasion, its liberal principles have been
mentioned in terms of the highest com-
mendation. And I well recollect how
at your annual dinners the late Dr. Henry
Hunter, your revered and perpetual chair-
man, (and he was a Calvinist,) dwelt on
the catholic basis of the school, descanting
most eloquently, <0 as to electrify and
delight, by his expanded sentiments, the
whole company. Yeur institution, indeed,
reared on its broad foundation, has stood
the test of time, whilst other institutions,
of a more narrow and contracted spirit,
have sunk and disappeared for ever! Your
charity having ‘survived a century, with
increasing prosperity and glory, resembles
the British oak, which, through each sue-
cessive period, only strikes deeper its roots,
and extends more widely its branches;
blessing, by iis grateful shade, those who
seek and enjoy its protection. And thus
it is that the most excéllent of all our
religious societies for ¢ distributing Bibles
without note or comment,” hath spread
itself to the ends of the earth. * -

« - e

* In the account of the British- and
Foreign School Society, it is admirably
remarked, ¢-Education conducted on en-
lightened principles, while it inculcates
the purest morality and the most impor-
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" Mir. Chairman, I beg pardon for tres-
passing so far on the patience of this
respectable assembly ; only entreating that
‘you would act as Christians in this mo-
mentous business, by observing the golden
maxim of our blessed Saviour, of ¢ doing
to others as you would wish they should
‘do unto you;” and remembering the
solemn asseveration of the apostle Paul,
that without love or charity, the pro-
fession of any or of every rveligion is
nothing else than sounding brass and a
tinkling cymbal! |

You will please to excuse my having
sat whilst I have addressed you, owing
‘to an affliction in my lower limbs—a cir-
‘cumstance known to most of you. Indeed,
borne in amongst you this evening by my
two sons, I am reminded of my name-sake
the venerable apostle John, who, living
(as ecclesiastical historians tell us) to up-
wards of a hundred years, was used to be

carried into the primitive assemblies, with

wrinkled countenance, only to lift up his
withered hands, and utter from his aged
and quivering lips, ¢ Little children, love
one another "’

The Chairman, who had presided with
the utmost impartiality, then put the mo-
tion—*¢ That the children of the school
should not any longer attend Worship-
. Street Chapel;”’ when it was negatived

by thirty-eight to eighteen, a more than
double majority.

. o R e

Case decided in the Court of King's

Bench, on a Dissenter’s Claim of

Exemption from Toll on a Sunday.

WE wish to present our readers with a
correct Register and Report of all cases
which occur in the Courts of Law, af-

tant points of rcligion, from the unerring
standard of Divine Inspiration, excludes
the -peculiar tenets or catechisms which
divide the opinions of good men—the
Bible, in the authorized version, without
note or comment, being the only religious
Book taught in its schools ; and thus all
sects and parties may send their children
1o British schools with the greatest cor-
fidence. Care is at the same time taken
to secure attention to rehigious duties, by
encouraging the children to attend such
Sunday Schools as are approved by their
parcuts; and by requiring pronfs of their
presence at those places of worship which
their parents or friends may prefer. Chil-
dren whose parents profess different creeds,
being thus educated together, may natu-
rally be cxpected to feel a regard for each

other, caleulated to obviate that prejudice

which has heretofore produced much mis-
chief in the world, and thereby to connect
all the members of the community by the
bonds of Christian charity!”

Intelligence.—Claim of Exemption from Toll on a Sunday.

fecting the Rights of Dissenters, and we
therefore insert the following Report of
the proceedings in Lewis v. Hammond,
from the second vol. of Barnewall and
Alderson’s Reports, pp. 206—210, parti-
eularly as an idea has, we know, been
entertained, that the decision was of some
general principle injurious to the interest
of Dissenters ; whereas it will be seen, -
that it was a mere question of construction
of a local act, the obscure wording of
which gives, in some_respects, as little
protection to the Churchman as the Dis-
senter. This case will, however, we hope
occasion a greater attention to the way of
wording these clauses in future.

Lewis v. Hammonn, Nov. 23, 1818,

This was an action brought by the plain-
tiff for money had and received by the
defendant to his use. Plea, general issue.
“ The cause was tried before Holroyd J.,
at the last assizes for the county of Wilts,
and a verdiet was found for the plaintiffs,
damages 10d. and costs 40s.,, subject to
the opinion of the Court, upon the fol-
lowing case: .

“ By an act of the 37 G. 111, there was
directed to be taken at the several turn-
pikes erected by virtue of that act, the
toll of 5d. for every horse drawing any
carriage, with the usual power of distress
in case of non-payment. The act con-
tained a proviso, that no toll should be
demanded or taken for the passage of any
person or persons residing in any township
or parish in which the roads lay, going
to and returning from their proper paro-

.chial church, chapel, or other place of

religious worship, on Sundays, or attending’
the funeral of any person or persons that
should die aud be buried in the samc
parish. The plaintiff was and had been
for a long period, an inhabitant of Rowde,
one of the parishes in which the roads
mentioned 1n the act Jay, where there was
a parish church. During all that time,
he had been a member of a congregation
of Protestant Dissenters, whose place of
religious worship was at Devizes, and a
regular attendant at, and contributor to,
such place of religious worship, whick
was found by the jury to be his proper
place of religious worship. On Sunday,
20th Adpril, the plaintiff, with his family
went in a taxed cart drawn by two horses,
from his house at Rowde, to the meeting-
house at Devizes, for the purpose of at-
tending, and did attend the celebration
of divine worship there. He went thither
by the direct road, and returned direct to’
his own house, and in so doing passed
through a turnpike gate in the parish of
Rowde, being one of. the turnpike gates
erected: by virtne of the act. The meet-
ing-house was in the parish of St. Mary,
Devizes, and there were two intervening
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parishes hetween that parish and the parish
of Rowde. The defendant was the col-
lector of the toll at the gate, and demanded
the sum of 10d. for the passage of the
plaiotiff in his cart. The plaintiff stated
the place, and the purpese to and for™
which he was going, and claimed to be
exempted from the payment of toll, under
the proviso in the act. The defendant”
refused to permit the plaintiff to pass
without payment of the toll, and the plain-
tiff, to avoid the distress which was threat-
ened, paid 10d., which was s¢ demanded.
¢ This case was argued on a former day
m this term, by Gaselee for the
and C. F. Williams, for the defendant.
The Court went so fully into the question
in giving judgment, that it became unne-
cessary to state the arguments; and now,
“ ABroTT, C. J. delivered the judgment
of the court. This case was very well ar-
gued before us in the course of the present
‘term. By the body of the act the toll is
imposed generally ;5 the party who declines
to pay it, must therefore bring himself

within the terms of the exception ; but we -

are of opinion that the plaintiff has not
been able to do so. The early parts of

the clause of exemption are not framed

with such perspicuity as to aid the con-
struction of the latter part, upon which
this question has arisen. That part is as
follows: ¢ nor for any person or persons
residing in any township or parish, in
which the said roads lie, going to and re-
tnrning from their proper parochial chureh,
chapel, or other place of religious worship
on Sundays.’ 'This exception does not
extend generally to all persons going to
or returning from a place of religious
worship, nor even to all persons going to
or returning from their proper place of
religious worship ; for it is obvious, that a
person of the same religious persuasion as
the plaintiff; and who should be a member
of a Dissenting congregation, assembling
at a place situate in one of the panshes in
which these roads lie, but who should reside
out of any of those parishes, would not be
entitled to the benefit of the exemption.
It 1s obvious also, that members of the
Church of Enc:laml residing in one of
the parishes, who should resort to a church
in another parish, either ordinarily, by
reason of its more near and cenvenient
situation, orat extraordinary seasons, when
the church of their own parish might hap-
pen to be under repair, would not be en-
titled to the exemption ; because such
persons would not be going to their proper
~ c¢hurch. And this, appears to us to shew,
that the words ¢ chapel or other place of
religious worship,” which follow the word
church, are to be understood of places of
the same kind as chuarch, which is first
mentioned., It is mot demed that they are
to be 8o understood, as far as: regards the

plaintiff,
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first epithet ¢ proper,’ that is, that they are

" to be und‘erstood of places of assembly, of

which the: parties resorting to them -are
quodammodo members, And we think
they are so to be undelstood also, with
reference to the epithet, ¢ parochial,” and
that this word is to be applied in constrnc-
tion, not to the word church only, but also
to the following words, chapel or other
place of rehg'lous worshn as denoting

- the situation of such chapel or other place,

with reference to the residence of the per-
sons frequenting it. This construction is
also aided by the consideration of conve-
nience. The gate-keeper may be expected
to inform himself as to the persons residing
in his parish, the places of worship situate
within it, and the hours of usual attendance
at them, ’but he cannot be expected to ac-
quire such information, as to other and
more distant places: and unless we’ are
right in our construction of the clause,
there will be no limit to the distance of
the place, except such as the practlcablllty
of travelling to it may impose. The ex-
tensive limits, therefore, contended for by
the plaintiff‘, may occasion much uncer-
tainty and confusion, and much dispute
and wrangling, on a day that ought to be
specially devoted to ¢harity and peace.
For these resons, we are of opinion, that
the plaintiff is not eutitled to recover; and
the postea must be delivered to the defen-
dant, that a nonsuit may be éntered.

¢¢ Judgment for Defendant.”

et

Derby, Nottingham and the South of
Yo: kshire Quarterly Meeting.

THE Quarterly Meeting of the Ministers
of the Associgtion formed for the connties
of Derby and Nottingham, and the South
of Yorkshire, was held at Sheffield, on the
22nd of last December. The sermon was
preached by the Rev. Mr. Williams, of
Mansfield, from 2 Tim. ii. 15. The devo-
tional and other parts of the service were
conducted by Mr. Turner, of Nottingham.
The discourse, as the text will shew, con-
tained, principally, advice to ministers,
both in the discharge of their duty, and
under those trials to which they are too
often exposed from captious and perturbed
spirits. It contained also many useful hints
to congregations, relative to the manner in
which they should behave tn their pastors,
and receive their instructions, ¢ eqteemmg
them highly for their works’ sake, shewing
them respect, manifesting an attentive and
candid mind, not neglecting * the assem-
bling of themselves togelher as themanner
of some (we may add in these times many )
is,” and  joining them heartily in their ex-
ertions to promote the ¢ truth as itis in
Jesus,”” and advance the interests of pure
and undefiled religion throughout the
world. -
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After the service, the ministers, with a
few friends, (amongst whom was Samuel
Shore;, Esq., of Meersbrook, that veteran
friend of truth and Christian hbe»ty,) dined

together at the Tontine Fun.

The ministers piesent were, Mn. Wil-
liams, of Mansfield ; Mr. Turner, of Not-
tingham; Myr. Piper, of Norton; Mr.
Brettell, of Rotherham ; Mr. Platts, of
Doncastex 5 Mr. Wallace of Che‘;telﬁeld
Mr. erght of . Stanmngton, and Dr. Na-
thaniel Philipps, of Sheffield.

The next meeting will be held at Mans-
field.

-—*—

Manchester Presbyterian Quarterly
| ZVIeetz'n ¢y &c.
SIr,

Tue last Quartexly Meeting of Presby-
terian Ministers in this town and neigh-
bourhood, was held on the 6th instant, at
Doblane Chape] near this town. The
Rev. John Smethurst introduced the ser-
vice, and the Rev. John Grundy preached
the sermon, from 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4. The
attendance at the chapel was numerous,
and creditable to the Christian zeal both
of the ininister and the congregation,
The ministers, to the number of fourteen,
returned to Manchester in the afternoon,
and with about an equal number of lay
brethren, partook of an ecanomical dinner
at the Bndgwatel Arms. The ‘afternoon,
as usual, was agreeably spent in the ex-
pression of sentiments congenial to the
otcasion, and to the views of our denomi-
nation of Christians, and the company was
frequently gratified with the remarks which
they called forth from several gentlemen
present. In one subject the meeting
seemed to take particular iaterest—the
proposed institntion for the Protection of
the Civil Rights of Unitarians’; and it was
unammously nesnlved that a communica-
tion relative to it be tnansmltted to Mr. Fox,
before the proposed meeting attlie London
Tayern, on the 13th instant.

This ddy, the Annudal Meeting of the
Lancasliire and Cheshire Unitarian Book
and Tract Society was lield. The Trea-
surer's account was received with great
satisfaction ; from which it dppeared that
the institution is in a prosperous and pro-
gressive state; the number of subscribers
having mcreased and not much fewer than
three thousand books and tracts havin
been distributed in the course of the last
year. The Rev. B. R. Davis preached the
annual sermon on béhalf of the institution,
yesterday in the evening, at the chapel
of the Rev. William Hawkes, in Moseley
Street, Owing to somé reasons, ‘the au-
dience was but small, and the sum coll(.cted
of course, In propnition.

- The thtenly Meetihg, in: a eollective
capacity, having not deigned te take notice

- tarian brethren, who are,
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of the charge of duplicity urged against
its miembers by an eronymous writer int
the Repository, I may be allowed to add,
in an extra-efficial capacity, that I do not
intend, after this time; to take any farther
notice of the dispute. A dispute about
nawes is seldom attended with good, fre-
quently with mischief, and has attractxons
only for weak minds 'md meddling dispo-
sitions. If there was no other reason of
retaining, for the present, the denomination
Presbytenan, the fact that some of the
congregations composing the Quart‘mly
Meeting are not Umtarlan, and would not
bhave Jomed it under the denomiuation
Uanitarian, is sufficient. But they have
so great a degree of liberality, and are
such strenuous advocates for Chrisiian
liberty and free inquiry, that they have
no repugnance to associate with their Uni-
in this respect,
like-minded with themselves. The reso.
lution of the Quarterly Meeting transmitted
to My. Fox, relative to the Civil Rights of
Unitarians, is a pretty satisfactory comment
on my text, and exhibits the subject in a
clear ]tght even to ordinary capacities,
When the term Unitarian shall have become
sufficiently definite in its application in
general, and when the professors of Uni-
tarianism shall- have constructed a system
of union and discipline, at once simple,
comprehensive and effective, then probably
there will be less difficulty i in discontinuing
the use of the denomination Presbyterian
~—a denominatiocn which custom and long
usage so strongly sanction, though its
meaning, like that of most words in all
languages, must be necessarily altered and
modified by the changes which times and
circumstances unavmddbly produce.
W. J,
Manchester, January 7, 1819.

Unitarian Fund.

(From the Report of 1818, we extract
the following passages, containing Mr.
Wright’s Journal of his Mission in
Scetland, in 1817. We shall hereafter
give menthly an article under this head.

Epn.}
Ezcur years have elapsed since I first
visited Scotland as an Unitarian Missionary.

At that time there were but few avowed

Unitarians north of the Tweed, in compa-

rison of what now openly profess the Uni-

tarian doctrine, unite in the worship of
the one God, the Father, and are conneoted
together in an annual asseciation for the
promotion of the truth as it is in Jesus.

As might naturally be expected, from a

view of all the circumstances of the case,

though much has been done, the Unita-
tariuns in North. Britain -are still a :little
flock i ‘comparisén of -the disciples of

John ‘Calyin; their religious views iare
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much misconceived and misrepresented,
and their opponents, theugh evidently
alarmed at the progress they have already
m:ade, aftect to despise them as being fewer
in number than they really are. ~

Were their number much smnaller than
it is, this would certainly be no argument
against the truth of the doctrine they
malintain; theugh it might lead those who
regard the popularity of a doectrine more
than the evidences of ‘its truth, te tlnnk
meanly of it. 'The more unpopular any
part of divine truth is, the greater is the
honour of professing and promoting it.

Judging that some account of the state
and pvogress of Unitarianism among our
Northern brethren will be acceptable to
many of our friends in England, I shall
connect with the account of my last
Mission in the North, some remarks on
this subject. I feel the less hesitation in
doing this, as I have been pretty well ac-
quainted with the Scotech Unitarians and
their progress for eight years past, having,
during that tune, performed four Mis-
sionary journeys among them, from the
last of which T am just returned, after
spending move than six months north of
the Tweed.

I went to Edinburgh the last week in
January, and, after spending twenty-eight
weeks in Scotland, re-entered England on
the 17th of August. During this journey,
a considerable part of my time was spent
in Edinburgh and Glasgow ; this, particu-
lar circumstances rendered necessary;
and, as it afforded me opportunities. of
preaching on a greater variety of subjects,
and of having more intercourse with the
friends than is usually practicable in my
Missionary journeys, I trust it rendered my
labours more effective and successful in
those populous cities,

The knowledge of Unitarianism has
been extended during the three years which
bave elapsed since my third Mission to the
North.  This has been chiefly by the cir-
culation df books, especially by Mr. Yates’s
publications in reply to Mr. Wardlaw of
Glasgow, and Di. Smith’s publications at
Edinburgh, To the same great object ihe
occasional labours of some of the students
at Glasgow, in several places in the west
of Scotland, have contributed. During
the above period, the churches at Edin-

burgh and Glasgow have had to regret the’

removal to England of their much-esteemed
ministers Mr, J. Yates, and Dr. Smith,
whose labours were highly valued. In
some places I had now the pleasure of
finding my former labours had not been in
vain, but had been productive of perma-
nent effects. . On the whole, the prospect
of the Unitarian cause being successful in
Scotland -is » geod, notwithstanding some
discouraging circumstonces’; and, I con-
ceive, oapnot Fail of beinp realized, if pro-
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per means be applied with persevering

exertion : what I have to state respecting

the different places I visited, will, 1 trust,

shesw this. B | :
| Edinburgh. o

The Unitarian chureh in this city being
without a minister, solicited me to go down
and spend three months with them. In
compliance with this wish, and with the
advice of the Commitiee in Londen, I went
down and spent the months of February,
March and April in the northern capital:
during which time I preaclied thirty-seven
discourses, administered the Lord’s Sup.
per, &c. The morning and afternoon econ-
gregations were not large, but I bad the
happiness of seeing some increase, and of
learning that some persons who had left the
Society for several years, returned and
again became regular attendants. It was
proposed to me to deliver a Course of Lec-
tures, on the Doctrines maintained by Uni-
tarians ;3 with this proposal I gladly com-
plied, and continued the Lectures on Sun-
day evenings so long as [ stayed. Having
fixed onthe subjects, the Lectures were ad-
vertised in one of the public papers, and
by printed bills. They were always well
attended, frequently by large audiences,
who were very attentive. I was pleased to
find that among the strangers who came te
hear the Lectures, a number of the same
persons continued to attend to the end of
the course, On the evenings when they
were delivered, small tracts were distri-
buted at the doors of the place of meeting,
and were received with eagermess. The
Society at Edinburgh, though not nume-
rous, is respectable. Its members well un-
derstand, and ave firmly established in the
doctrines they profess. They are united
and happy with each other. Their cons
duct in life does credit to their profession.
They have some zeal inthe cause, and are
anxious for its snccess. It is highly desi=
rable and of great importance that they
should have a minister fixed among them,
who is a man of learning, popular talents,
and ardent zeal, one who will devote him-
self, with his whole heart and soul, to the
work. -

The friends at Edinburgh are deserving
of commendation for their exertions te get
Unitarian books into circulation, for keep-
ing up the library, and for their steady
attendance on the public services: and it is
hoped they will be equally diligent in pro-
moting other important measures. They
have struggled through many diffieunlties,
and openly avowed their sentiments in the
midst of rvepreach and contempt. They
have begun to establish a fund for the erec-
tion of a ehapel at some future period;
this fund might accumulate more rapidly,
if a number of persons, who can afferd to
give but listle, were -to suhseribe to it -at
the rate of one penny per week. It 15 by
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such small subscriptions some denomina-
tions of Christians raise vastsums of money.
Itis hoped the Edinburgh friends will never,
either by building or purchasing a chapel
 involve themselves much in debt, as a heavy
debteverproves a dead weight on the cduse.
The promotion and firm establishment of
Unitarianism 1n this city, i1s, under every

view, of great consequence, and deserves
all the aid and countenance that can be
given it; and the prospect of its success is
encouraging. Neither the word Unitarian,
nor what it is used to express, excites the
alarm it did formerly; many persons are
more disposed to read dur books, and exa-
mine the subjects to which they relate, than
‘they once were; and there is little doubt
but that many persons are favourable to the
Unitavian doetrine, who, on account of its
unpopularity, or their own peculiar cir-
cuimstances, do not venture to shew them-
selves openly as its friends. The spirit of
inquiry and liberality is evidently growing
and this must be favourable to the pwgless
of truth.

On the whole, all that I saw and heard,
during «a three months’ residence in the
northern capital, convinces me that Unita-
rianism is gaining ground there, and that
if proper means be applied, in a ]udluuns
manner, with perseverance, there may, in a
few years, be a large and nesppctabk\ con-
gregation. I estimate the progress the
cause is making, not merely by the nam-
bers who constantly meet together, but by
the degree of information diffiised on the
subject, the spirit of inquiry excited, and
all the circumstances which have a bearving
upon its prosperity.

Before I left Edinburgh, the annnal as-
sociation of the Scotch Unitarians was held
there, of which a short account has already
been given to the public. This meeting
is well calculated to promete union and
mutual exertion among the brethren,

e e
LitrrARY.

Wit the new year there are always
ushered into being some new periodical
publications, on ¢ plans entirely new,’
and after the issuing of prospectuses full
of promise: but most of these productions
perish in their cradle. We put down the
titles of such of these works, as are an-
nounced for 1819 : —

“ A new Literary Journal, entitled 7T%e
Edenburgh Monthiy Remew, in 8vo.
price 2s. 6d. As the name 1mports, this
Journal is to give light from the North.

" The Scottish literati seem, indeed, to
aspire to a2 monopoly of publlc mstructlon
The Edinburgh Review, the Encyclopzedia
Britannica, and the Edinburgh Apnual
Register, have obiained greatand deserved
literary dlstmctmn The Edinburgh Ga-
zetteer 18 slowly struggling into existence :

and The Edinburgh Monthly Magazines
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are deafening the public with their mu.
tual bickerings and empty pretensions.
1t remains to be seen, whether the mass of
British readers will put themselves under
the training of Monthly N.ort-hem Re-
viewers,

“ The Remembrancer ; or Echeszastzcal
and Literary ﬂfzscellany >’ Is. 6d. Under
this heavy name, which has sunk ventures
ef this kind without number, the Riving-
tons, booksellers of High-Church, ortho-
dox celebrity, propose a ¢ 'H)eoloomal
Journal, for general use, intended to com-
bine the several provinces of a Magazine,
a Review and an Historical Register.”
The object is stated to be, ¢ to produce
co-operation amongst Churchmen, and to
conciliate reverence and esteem for the
clergy.”

¢ Trhe Fireside Magazine and Monthly
Epitome,> 1s. This Jourual promises an
“ Tmpartial Review, quite original,” and
a ¢ Summary of all the Reviews in the
preceding month.”> It is to be published
by Drakard, of Stamford, the Editor of
the respectab]c weekly pa,per called * The
Stamford News,”” and this we must say
i1s the most promising feature of the pro-
spectus.

¢ The Caledonian ; or Scottish Literary
and Political Investigator,” a weekly
publication, 4d., designed to record the
progress of htenatuw science and pohtlca]
opinion in Seotland.

““ The British Magazine and Perio-
dical Gleaner,”” a monthly miscellany,
6d.: pursuing ¢ 5 middle. path between
the religious and hiterary Magazines.”

¢ The Anti-Jacobin Review,”” which has
also the name of The Protestant Advocate,
advertises, that ‘¢ an Editor to succeed
the late Mr. Giffard has been at last pro-
cured.”’

The Champion Sunday Newspaper, from
which extracts may be found Vol. IX,
pp- 441 and 470, has lately changed hands.
It was instituted by Myr. JoAn Scott, who
had distinguished himself as the Editor of
Drakard’s Stamford News, and who has
been since better known by his two vo-
lumes, entitled 4 Visit and 4 Second Visit
lo Paris. Of him it was purchased by
Mr. Claytorn Jennyns, who held some legal
office in one of the West India Islands,
but being displaced, came home a flaming
patriot, and made his appearance on the
hustings at Covent Garden : he has since,
however, cooled down to his former tem-
perament. His successor in the proprie-
torship and conduct of the Champion is
the celebrated Mr. Jokhn Thelwall, one of
the < Acquitted Felons,”” (according to
the late Mr. Windham,) of 1795, who has
laudably devoted himself for the last
twenty years to the profession of elocution,
but has now returned to the stormy region
of politics, He assumes the character of
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a Whig Reformist, and writes against both
the Aunarchists and the Corruptionists. He
has been addressing letters to the Right
Hon. Lord John Russell, M.P., ¢¢ on the
Rise, Progress and Principles of the Party
of the Radical Reformers.”” From the last
of these, dated Dec. 24, 1818, is taken the
following extract, which Mr. Thelwall
asserts, is in the very terms of his usual
discourse, tweniy-three years ago (—=
¢ Westminster has proved, that even among
the poorest, the most uninformed and un-
accommodated of her population, Anarchy
has no party. Its red flag has been dis-
played, and its red bonnet has been
mounted, and they and their mountebank
apostles have been despised. Westminster

will not forgret—the nation will not ferget
- —tbat THE EncrLisH CAF OF LIRERTY WAS
ALWAYS Brug—pure ethereal blue, the
colour of that heaven, from which the
blessing it typifies was first derived! and
with your Lordship, and with all the house
of Russell, with every true Whig, and
every ‘true Reformer, with every real friend
of liberty and of man, the congregated
" realm will be prepared ton echo—FouL
BEFALL THE RUFFIAN WHO WOULD DIE IT
RED.”’

— e
MiSCELLANEOUS.

A vERY laudable society has just been
formed for the protection and relief of vir-
tuous female servants out of place, deno-
minated The Provisional Protection So-
ciety, under the exclusive management of
a committee of ladies.

The public are under great obligations
to a society which has existed some time,
whose object is the Suppression of Mendi-
city. (We see not why they should have
adopted so uncouth a word. They would
have been better understood if they had
defined their purpose te be the lessening
of the number of beggars.) A number of
individuals have recently formed a society
auxiliary to this, with a view to zke em-
ployment of the indusirious poor.

1n a pamphlet lately published (say the
newspapers) by the Rev. Prebendary Den-
nis, of Exeter, it is stated, that ¢ as late
as the summer of fast year, the PriNck
REecGENT avowed to the Clerk of the Closet,
and authorized him to make known, his
determination to refase the Royal Assent,
even should both Houses of Parliament
pass a bill in favour of the Roman Catheolic
claims.” This is scarcely credible. It
appears to us to be, if true, an attack upon
the independence of Parliament. Some
member of the House of Commeons will,
we apprehend, bring it forward as a matter
of 'privilege. In' better times, at least,
a discussion upon it would have preceded
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the consideration of the speech from. the .
Throne. I ‘ SR

A distressing scene was -exhibited at’
Edinburgh, last month, at the esecution
of Robert Johnston for robbery. From
carefessness or inexpertness on the part of
the executioner, the rope with which the

criminal was hanged proved too long, and

‘his toes rested upon the platform. Persons

were instantly employed to cut the plat-
form away, but the spectators were out-
raged by the spectacle, and shouts of
murder arose, and presently the officers of
justice were driven off by stones. A person,
genteelly dressed, sprung upon the plat-
form and cut the rope. Johnston was still
alive, and the populace seized his body
and carried him off in triumph : meantime
the coffin was broken up, and the frag-
ments were used to demolish the neigh-
bouring windows. The mob being with-
out guide or direction, were presently
discomfited, and the body recovered by
the magistrates. It was carried to the
Police-office, where the surgeon of the
establishment bled the malefactor in both
arms and in the temporal vein, and the
half-suspended animation was restored.
The unhappy ereature was carried back to
the gallows, nnder an escort of soldiery,
and a second time hanged, though in so
awkward a manner as again to provoke
the indignant cries.of the agonized multi-
tude. The parents of the malefactor are
said to be respectable people, who keep a
shop at Edinburgh. His mother was
nearly in a state of distraction, and no
words can describe their feelings during
the above proceedings, the report of the
rescue being instantly carried to them.
The Magistrates and High Court of Jus-
ticiary have imstituted inquiries into this
melancholy and disgraceful affair. All
are eager to disavow the bleeding. - It
was still thought necessary to offer a re-
ward of £50 for the discovery of the per-
son who cut down the body, and, it is
said, that Mr. Jefiray, the barrister, and
celebrated Editor of the Edinburgh Review,
has laid an information against the young
gentleman who committed the deed, in
order to bring the cause to trial, and to
make his defence. But this is denied.
The time is surely at hand when the brutal

spectacle of hanging a human being will
be less frequent. ,

RGP

The disciples of Joawrrna Southcotlt are
not yet quite out of heart. A company of
them, to the number of thirty, paraded the
streets of London with banners, on the
13th instant, to proclaim the Messiah.
They were set upon by the mob, and a
fray ensued, which ended in the appre-

hension, by the police officers, of the per-
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sons forming the procession. Their leader,
Sibley, a street watchman, talked in lngh
langnage before the Lord Mayor, but a
night’s rest in prison brought an order
we suppose from Joanna, that the procla-
mation should not be persxsted in. . By
this intervention of the prophetess, the
poor creatures were discharged, 'I‘he
watchman and his followers would,
doubt, mightily abuse any who should suo-
gest to them the need of reason in 1ehoxon

The most interesting feature of the
- month is the disposition shewn by the Ju-
ries in London, to lessen capital punish-
ments, especially in the case of Bank-of-
England forgeries. Questions, remarks,
addresses in Court and publications in the
newspapers, have all been resorted to by
these respectable bodies of citizens to
excite public attention, and to awaken the
mercy of courts of Justlce and of the go-
vernment. A deep impression in favour
of humanity is evidently made on the pub-
lic mind, and an amelioration of the penal
code can no longer be effectually resisted :
thanks to the two peculiarly British in-
stitutions, Trial by Jury and a Free Press !
The conduct of the Bank of Englaud in
its prosecutions for forgery is now se-
verely scrutinized, and the Directors have
encountered no httle odium, on account
of the slovenly make of their netes, which
admits so easily of counterfeits, of the wit-
nesses whom their agents have employed,
of whom some have been proved to be not
only aceomplices, but also seducers, and
~of the power which they have recently
assumed of selecting from their victims
objects of mercy. In a cross-examination
at the Old Bailey, on Monday the 18ih,
Lees, one of the Inspectors at the Bank,
stated, that ‘¢ sixiy or seventy forged
notes were taken at the Bank within three
years.”’

On the 16th, an indictment was pre-
sented to the Grand Jury, at the Old Bai-
ley,
Paine’s Age of Reason ; and a true bill
was found. The trial has been moved into
the King’s Bench. Christianity wants not
the assistance of erown lawyers; but no
one can sympathize with a fool- hardy pub-
lisher, who, probably, on 2 calculation of
ultimate profit, provokes the vengeance of
the civil power, and thus strengthens thes
hands of the administration for the time
being, who take advantage of an example
of licentiousness to invade the boundaries
of constitational liberty. ‘

‘ dnmnnecmdl
IrgLAND.

The Insh Corporations (says the Free-
man’s. Weekly Journal, of Dublin,) are
‘Verg‘lng fast to dlseoluu(m. The chaef
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against Jolkn Carlzsle, for publishing
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amongst them, that of Dublin, is consi.
dered insolvent, And it is mno lenger a
secret that an _eﬁ'ert will be madef_t,o,plaqe
the local taxation of the ¢ity in other hands.
At all events, the conduct of this bedy will
be submitted to the investigation of Par-
liament, and good will be done by an effi-
cial expesure of the system, to which the
city of Dublin, and it would not be too
much to say, the people of Ireland, are in-
debled for so much vexation.

A better spirit is prevailing in Ireland
The government has shewn a commen.
dable regard to the feelings of the majority
of the Iush people, who in the proportion
of fourZfifths are Roman Catholies, by the
appointinent of Mr. Grant, 'Lwell knoun
advoecate ot the Catholic claims, as Se-
cretary of State, in the room of Mr.
Peel, who, by taking a contrary course,
had rendered himself obnoxions to the
Irish., All parties, except the Tories,
who whiwmsically enough march under the
banners of William I1E, and hoist the
Orange colour, have united in cempli-
menting Mr. Grant upon his appointinent,
The Lord Mayor and Sheriff of Dublin
(the latter is, we understand, brother to
Mry. Alderman Woaood, of Loudon) have'set
a good example of chantv by excluding
irritating toasts from their public dinners,
though for so doing they have been in-
sulted at their own tables. A still more
decided proof of the growth of liberal
sentiments is exhibited in the fact that
the Protestants of Ireland are meeting to
petition the legislature to grant relief to
their Catholie blethlen This 1s the true
way to put down Popery, which in a bad
sense is only bigotry armed with power
or striving for it.

et SN

FOREIGN.
T'rRANCE.

POPULAI‘ION ~—A new ceunsus has lately |
been taken throughout the several depart-
ments of the French monarchy, whereby
1t appears that the total population amounts
to 29,327,388 souls. Of the departments,
that of the Seine, comprising the capital,
is of course the most populous, PARIS con-
taining 713,765 souls.

A comi)lete change of ministers has
been made by Louis XVIII. The new
ministry appear to be attached to liberal

'prmclple's, and to devote thenselves 1o

patrtetic measures. One of them, Baron
Portal, the Miunister of the Marine, is a
Protestant : he was formerly a merchant
of Bourdeanx. The ministry of police is
abelished, and with it, we hope, is dene
away that system of espionage, which, on
account of its convenience to avenk states-

has been sometimnes imitated eut of
France, The Minister of Finance, Baron
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stcourses on the Duty and Reward of
Looking to Ourselves. . Addressed to Young
" By William Turuer. 12mo. 6d.
Notes and Observations on Criminsl
By a Jaryman. 12mo. 1s.

Observams and Reflections on the
Atbapasian Crexl, in Three Letters, ad-

, dressed to a Soc:ety for Religioys Conver-

N antwich.

Vulgate Version;

sation and: Prayer, Nantwich; by which
Copies of the above Creed contsining Sen-

timeats justifying its Damnatory Clauses,

have been distributed. By F. Knowles,
Minister of the Unitarian Congreganon,
12mo. 1s.

- Observations on the Trinity, in a Letter
addressed to a Serious Inquirer after
Truth. By Joseph Marriott, Minister of
the Unitarian Congregatmn, Wbltchurch
12mo. 2d.

Biblia Sacre Polyglotta, Textns Arche-
typos Versionesque Prmcipuas ab Ecclesia
Astiqaitus Receptas Compleetentia. In
one volume 410.; centaining, the Hebrew
Bible' with Pomts, the Samaritan Penta-
teuch, the Syriac Testament, the Septua-
gint, and Greek Testament the Latin
and the EnO'hsh Ver-
sion. At £6. 53. or in five parts at£1. 1s.
each.

Biblia Sacra Polyg‘lotta Gallice, Itahce,
Hispanice, et Germanice, Versiones Pre-
cipuas ab Ecclesiis Christlams Hodie Re-
ceptas aut Vulgo Approbatas Complec-
tentia. In one volume 4to.; containin
the most approved Versiong of the Scrip-

‘tures inta the chief Languages of Europe,

Communium,

videlicet, French, 1talian, Spamsh an
German, At £4. 10s. or in five parts at
28s. each,

Liturgia Polyglotta, Seu Liber Precum
Latine, Anglice, Grwzce,
Neogrzce, . I‘tahoe Galhce, Hispanice, et

' Germanice,. Juxta Usum Ecclesiz Angh-

* containing,

2
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S

‘cane et Hibemicm In one volume 4to.;

the entire Liturgy of the
United Chureh of England and Ircland,
the Psalter, Epistles and Gospe }n at, length,
in Eight Languages ; -videficet "Latm,

English, Greek, Modern Greek, Italian,
- French, Spamsh and German.

A Discourse in Refutatian of the Doe-
gma a]f Original Sin. By Geerge White,

vo S.

A Lament upon the Degth of . hey Royal
nghness the Princess Chatlotte and - Al.,
fred, a Visiom, %y I;;hella. Lickhbarn

8. v
on the Lamented Deafh of

endal. 12mo.
An Elegy

"y e

“a ‘this nghetno Canse.

At-fﬁk,lOs_.

- giong; umdertaken chiefly . far the g

NeWgate ; or Deﬂiltory Sk etchcn in'a
Prisen ; aPoem: -aud.ether QOrigiaal Fu-
gitive "Pieces. By Laurenee Hsllomn,
D.D. Printed for the Benefit of the Aab
thor’s numerous Young Family. #6s. =

. Leetures on Rhetoric. and Oratory, deli-
vered io ihe Classes of Seénior and Janidr
Sophisters in' Harvard Univenity. By John
Quincy Adamg. £ vols. Bwo. £l 8: |
[Imp orted from America.]

A Letter to Rev. W, Taraer, oecanoned
by his Two Discourses to the Scettish Hn:-
tarians. 12mo.

A Repl ‘to the Quarterly Bevww of the
New Translation of the Bible. - .

A Reply to a Letter on Free Cemmn-
mon, by the Rev. F. A.Cox, M. A. .
Six Letters on Striet Communion,
dressed to a Yotmg Mmlstm
Ivimey. . 6d.

A Letter to the Rev. George Burder
Editor of the Evangelical Magazme in
Answer to Observations contained in the
Magezines of Juoue and Junly, 1818, on .
Dr. Adam Clarke’s Remarks on tha an-
knowledge of God. 2s. 6d. _

Miller’s German Praphecies ;. or, an
Offieial Confirmation of the Divine: Mission
of Miller to the King of Prussia : and Srit
published by Comman& of the present Em-
ress of Russia, one of the chief Characters
Translated from
the German Original, by the Rev J.J. G.
Fischer. Embellished with a striking
Likeness of the Prophet ‘and a Plan of the
New Jerusa!em &c 2s. 6d. =

The End of Rel ious Contmvrersy in a
Friendly Coryr espondenceé, addressed to the
Right Rev. Dr. Burge ss, Yord Brshop of
St. David's, in Ansmer to  Wis Lordship’s
Protestant Catechism.’ By the Righit Hev.
John Milner,D. D. F.S A 3rois Royal
8vo. Engravlngs R

Vindiciaa Wykehamica, or Viml’ieatxon
of Winchester College. T a’ Letter $o
Hemy Brougham, Esq. M P., accasianed

his In%mrir into Ahuses of Cbarny By
t e Rev. W_L: Bowles. 2s 6d.

Sketches of the Philosophy of Life.

ad.
By .!os eph

Ilizr Sir' T. Cha,ﬂes Mm‘g‘uq, H I] gvo.
4.

ﬂwtorg of Vquges mto ﬂlﬂ Pclu Re-
Qie i
of d:smvéums 1} Nooth East, Nn;r. » est
og Polar Passage between the Atlantlc and

.. .Pnc,lﬁq, From the Eﬂlm&txl’prmdg (Bquan..
. dipavian Navigation te the

rg ef
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“the recent Expeditions,’ ander

8 2&!’ Samuel Romllly By Thomas Blscﬁ‘ " of Captains Ross -and Buchan. By John
v |
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Barrow, F. R.S. 8vo. 12s.

Map.
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Sermons.
Some Thoughts on -Christian Sto:c:sm,

an Antidote against the Evils of Life. A

Sermon, preached at Plymouth, Nov. 15
1818, in consequence of the much-lamented
Death of Sir Samuel Romllly By st ael
Worsley. 12mo. 1s. -

Reflections upon the :Death of Su- Sa-
- muel Romilly ; in a Discourse delivered
at Essex. Street Chapel, Nov. 8, 1818, By
- Thomas Belsham. 1s.6d.

On a recent Probationary Oceasnon, at

‘the Chapel for Female Orphans, on Sunday
Nov.'1, 1818. By Jobn Lindsay, A.M.
LFellow of Dulwnch College, burrey 8vo
1s. 6d.
. The Preachmg of the Gos el tbe eﬂi-
- .cient Means of diffusing among Mankind
the Knowledge of the True God : preached
at the Qpening of the Church of St. Andrew,
in Calcutta, March, 1818. By James
Bryce, D. D 8vo. 28,

"Messiah Exalted, dispensing Blessmgs
to the Nationsg preached by appointment
. of the Irish Evangellcal Society, in the

- Scotch Church, Mary’s Abbey, Dublm.
By David Stewart 1s.

The Diffusion of Cbrnshamty dependent
on the-exertions of Christians; preached
in Lady Glénorchy’s Chapel, before the
. Edinburgh Missionary Scciety, April 2,
1818. By Henry . Grey, A. M., Mxmster
of the Chapel of Ease, St Cuthberts 8vo.

A Sermon on -the Death of Miss Anne
Wlntehurch of Bath. By William Jay.

New Publwatzons.a-—-C'orre;pondence.---Errata.

Death ' of the late Rev.
. D..D., -preached in the:Albion-Street. Cha-w
pel, Glasgow, Oct. 23, 1818. By Rulph

among Chlldren

| Tbe Duty of imitating departed Wbrﬂn

a.Sermon, occasioned- by the lamented&
Robert “Balfour,,

vauw.. - -

Wardlaw. Prefixed to the Sermon, is a
Sketch of the Character of Dr, Balfour
1s. 6d.

The Importance of Peace and Umon in

the Churches of Christ, and the best Means

of promoting. them: a Sermon, pre
at Christ Chureh, Oct. 7, 18185 before the

Assaciated Independent G‘ surches of Hamp4
~ shire. By S

S. Sleigh. 1s.

Christ’s Regald to Infants: a Serlﬂon
occasioned by the late affecting Mortahty
By D. Griffiths. - 6d:

Religious Instruction an: Fssentml Part
of Education : a Sermon, preached before
the Teachers of the Sundav Schonl Umon,
in Great Queen Street Chapel, London,
Oct. 19, 1818, By Richard Watson ls

Funreral for the late Dr S’cmpson, of

Hozxton. .
At Hoxton Chapel, on the Day

of | "hlS

Interment By George Clayton. ':
- At -Pell Street By Thomas :
1s. 6d. ’
At U‘xbndge By George Redford,
M. A. 1s.6d.

. At Wolverhampton By Tbomas Swlew
1s. 6d.
‘At Walsall,
At Al(' r |ston

By J F. thtndge 1Is..
By George Betts 1s. |

CORRESPONDENOE

-‘-

. Commumcatmns have been recexved from Messrs. Seaward Hewe, Pnout Pritchard
.and Dr. Walker, and from J. F.; H. X.; A Friend to Truth; 1. W.; and Z

Vol. XIII. may be had, prlce, in bomds 18s.-64d.,

of the Publishers, of Whom

;nllo may be had a completa set of the Monthly Reposetory, m Thnrteen Volumes, pr w«

-£11. 1ls., neatly half-bound.

A few quarto Proof Prints of the Portrait of Dr. Cogan have been struck o,ﬁ' ané]

may be had at 3s. each.

All Communications are requested to be addrossed to the Ed:tor, [Post Pald,] a‘
the Publishers, and not at his supposed private Residence.
ADVERTISEMENTS must be delivered exclusively to the Pubhshers or Pnnter, anq

- paid for on delivery.
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