
Memoir of the late Dr. Coyan.

nPHOM AS CO GAN , of whom a
JL portrai t fac es the present volume *

was born at Rowel!, in Northamp ton-?
shire, in 1736, of a respectab le Dis-.
senting famil y, who had been lo»g
seated in that place. His father was
an apoth ecary of considerable reput a-
tion , who possessed a great fon dness
for metap hysical stud ies, and . . ^ em-,
ployed his leisure in puWishing in
several pamp hlets the resu lt of his
inquiries. The subject of this me*
moir was placed under thje .qare .of
Mr., afterwar ds Dr . Aifciq, whp &$?%
a flourishing school at J&ijbvyorth r f iij
Leicestershire ; * anfl the puptf alwaysLeicestersh ire; * a«a the pupil always
spoke of the tutor with ^ffopifctysits
respect , and expr essed regvet^Vafc h#
had not longer enjoyed hi; #j||j?abls
instruction s. He wad acc#$$ohiecl:t<?
speak with pecul iar ple&sij re /tf f th§
familiar theological lectures wW*$h;the
preceptor \tf as in the hab it pf d^iyer-r
ing to his scholars on the Sunday
evening ; declaring , that he ,aj,wsa#$
looked forward to them 'with delight*
and , thoug h educated in the stri ctest
Calvinism , owed to them his first re-
ligious impres sions.

At fourteen years of age he left
school, and passed the two succeedin g
years under his father 's roof. His
views were now turn ed toward s the
Christi an ministry , and he entered the
Dissenting Academ y, at Mile End, of
which Dr. Conder was the Divinity
Tutor ; but being dissatisfied with the
conduct of the institution , he, with one
Or t\vo others , removed to the acade-
my at Hoxton .

JLit tle is now known , even in his
m m M  mn
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* An interestin g memoir of Dr. Aikin ,
from the pen of M r. Turne r , was i nserte d
ill our Vlllth volume, pp. 101—172.

own family, of th is period of his life.
From some of his man uscri pt sermons
it app ears , th at he was in Holland, in1759, officiating as a preache r : it isconj ectured , that he was assistant toth e Rev. Benjam in Sowden , minister
of the English Church , oh the Dut ch
establis hment , at Rotterd am.
.'. We next trace lilm by his paper s toSoutha mpton, where he seems to hav efexercised his minist ry in the year s
fr m ;^nd 1765. The high tone of
ppJ riioriK held by the congregat ion,
gid not accord with his own state of
fflj mV On ori ginal sin and some
other points, J ie vyais njore than sus-
p^te4 

of heresy , /tbe consequence
vf asl Jiis witndr iawment. a

IJe J ^tura.ed to Holland ,, with the
J ?WP?£t 9( ' bei l  ̂ jf ^W * Mini ster
in one of the Ehglisfi JdhVrches esta-
biislied in' *that r country , and for a
wftsi^eraBle : period : filled this situa -
^SP W)$ )??Sh ̂ credit ; ' but for reasons
Which iancipt at th^s'distan ce o^ time
be iTully ascertai ned , he at lenfft lit de-
tefmin ed to «quit the prof ession of di-
vinity lor that of medicine. He was
subject to pulmona ry complaints,
which might alarm him for the con-
sequences of continuin g to exert
himsel f as a pub lic speake r. He had ,
always, besides, a str ong inclinat ion
to the medical profession, and whilst
he was minister at Southam pton had
walked the hospitals in Lond on. The
chan ge was certa inly not owing to
any derelic tion of faith or decay of
re ligious feeling.

Before he commenced his new
studies he pai d a short visit to En-
gland , where, aft er deliver ing a few
serlnons with no smal l reput ation , he
dropt the character of a preache r.
Ret urning to Holland , he cate red
himself of the Universit y of Ley den*
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the n the most celebra t ed school of
medicine in Europe. Having com-
pleted his course , he delivere d for his
degre e, a Thesis " On the Influe nce of
the Passions in causin g and healing
Diseases/' This inaugura l disser ta -
tion may be considere d as the fi rs t
drau ght of his work on the Passions .

Havin g gradua ted , he began to
pract ise as a physician in Holland ;
led, probab ly, to the ch oice of this
count ry for his residenc e by his having
obtained in marriage the dau ghter of
&n opulent mer chant , of the name of
Groen , of Amsterdam , with whom he
received a considerable fortune. He
resided successively at Amsterdam ,
Ley den aud Rotterdam. His growi ng
reputatio n induced him to try his
profession in his own country , and he
according ly came to London and took
up his abode in Pater noster- Row. He
devoted himself chiefl y to midwifery,
in which he had , for some years , an
extensive pra ctice. The severe duties
of his pro fession, and the confinemen t
of th e metropo lis broug ht on a liver
comp laint ; and in the year 1780, he
res igned his connexion to Dr. John
Sims, who is still a practitione r in high
rep ute.

While he was a physician in Lon-
don , Dr. Cogan had the sat isfaction
and hon our of being instrumental in
flic establi shment of the Royal Humane
Society. The idea of such an insti tu -
tion was fi rst conceived in Holland ,
where accidents by water are freque nt.
In the year 1 767 , was form ed at Am-
sterdam , a society, which offered pre-
miums to such as sth puld save the life
of a citizen in danger of perish ing by
water r it also proposed to publish the
method s of trea tment , and to give an
accoun t of the cases of recovery. The
fi rst publi cation of these memoirs ex-
cited great and universal interest , and
in 1 773 , Dr. Coean translated them
into English , " in order to convinc e
the Briti sh public of the practicabi-
lity, in many insta nces, of recovering
persons who were app arentl y dea d,
firoih drown ing. Mo sooner were they
translated , than they enga ged the
humane ari d benevolent mind of Dr.
Hawe s. His very soul was absorbed
with the animat ing hope of saving the
lives of his fellow-creatur es : but , in
making the at tem pt, he had to en-
counter both with ridicule and oppo-

sition. The practicabilit y of resusci-
tat ion was denied . He ascer tained its
pr acticability, by advertising to re-
ward perso ns, who, bet ween West-
minster and London brid ges, should ,
within a certai n time after the ac-
ciden t , rescue drown ed persons from
the water , and brin g them ashore to
places appointed for their reception ,
where means might be used for their
recovery , and give immedi ate notice
to himr. ¦ Man y lives were thus saved
by himself and other medical men ;
whi ch wou ld otherwise haye been
lost. For twel ve month s he paid
the rewards in these cases ; which
amounted to a considerab le sum . Dr.
Cogan remonstrated with him on the
injury whjj ch his privat e fort une would
sustain from a pe rseveranc e in these
expenses ; he therefore consented to
share them with the public . They
accordingl y agreed to unite tliei r
strength , and each of them to bri ng
sixteen friends to a meetin g at the
Chapter Coffee-house , with the ex-
press intention of establis hing a Hu -
mane Society in Londo n : this - was
hap pily accomp lished in the summer
of 1774. The object of this Society
was then , like that at Amsterda m,
confined to the recovery of persons
who were apparentl y dead from
drowning.

" For the first six years Dr. Cogan
prepared the Reports of the Society
from year to year ; nor was Dr. Hawes
less a ttentiv e in aiding the designs and
promotin g the views of this Institu-
tion: *'

The Royal Hu mane Society has,
since th is period s grow ft to a pitch of
usefulne ss and prosperity which its
wise and benevolent projectors could
have scarcel y hopeiLf Whilst he
lived , Dr. Coga n took a lively interest
in its proceedin gs, and , when oppor-
tunit y permitt ed, failed not to atte nd
the annual meetings , where he of all
others must have been gr atified by
the procession of the persons restored
to life by the Society 's met hods. By

* -Annual Re po rt of the Royal Humane
Society, 1818, pp . 2—4.

•f It is stat ed in the Month ly Ma gazine,
XI V . p. 136, that in the period of ten year£ ,
t hat is from 1774 to. 1784, about th i«e
th ou sand persons had bee n rescued by the
Society 's ipeang from premature death.
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his will he bequeathed to his favou rite
institution the sum of one hundred
pounds . The Society, as has been
j ustl y remarked , will be a standin g
monument of what may be accom-
plished by individual persevering ex-
ertrons in the cause of humanity ; and
^vill transmit the names of Hawes and
Cogan to posteri ty as benefactors to
the human race. *

In 1780, Dr. Cogan agai n retired to
Holland , where he continued , enjoy ing
himself in literar y and philosophical
pur suits, and contributin g to the en-
joyment of others by his amiable man-
ners and pleasant and instructive dis-
cou rse, until th e storm of the French
Revol ution drove him bac k, for shel-
ter , to Eng land. During this last re-
sidence on the Continent , he had
visited German y, and on his retu rn to
this country he collected and revised
the notes which he made ori his tou r ,
and pub lished them in two Volumes
8vo., under the tit le of " The Rhine. "
There are few more interesting books
of travels th an this. The charm of the
work is, that the rea der feels himself
to be a companion of the author 's, and
enters into his whole char acter; and
Dr. Cogan 's was a chara cter that
could not be known without being
highly esteemed .

On his final settlemen t in England *Dr. Cogan made Bath his fi rst resi-
dence. Here he indul ged his taste
for agricu l ture. He was an active
member of the West-of-En gland Agri-
cultural Society, and followed expe-
rimen tal farming with so much suc-
cess on some land which he occupied
in the neighbourhood of Bath , that
he obtained severa l of the Society 's
premiums. He continued this pursuit
in his subsequent remo vals to Clap ton
and Woodford , and at the time of hts
decease held a small farm in the vici-
nity of Southam pton, to which he
used to retire occasionally fro m his
lodgings in London. His inclinatio n
towards agriculture was not prom pted
by the hope of gain ; it w as matter

•of taste ; perhaps it was somethin g
higher , for he had^so acti ve a mind
that he could not be conten t without
some object before him, and his prin-
ciples and feelings induced him to

? Annual Report of tbe Royal Human e
Society, 1818, p. 5. " /

choose such objects as were useful to
mankind . Of far ming, as a business,
he used to say tha t "it is never profi-
table , except the farme r dr ive the
plough, his wife be dair y-maid and the
children scarec rows."

Whilst he lived at Bath , Dr. Coga n
published , under the name of ** A
Layman ,*' the well-known Letters to
Mr. Wilberforce on Heredita ry De-
pravity, in which he combats with
complete success th is fayourite tenet of
the pious senator. This pamp hlet haa i
passed th rou gh several editions and
has, perha ps, contributed more than
any work ever published to correct
dark views of human nature , aud con-
sequent despondenc y with regard to
the plans-of Provi dence . It merits the
praise bestowed by Johnson on Bur.
net 's Life of Rochester : '* the critic
may read it for its elegance, the philo-
sopher for its ar gument s, and the saint
for its piety.*

Durin g his residence at Bath , he
pub lished , also, fi rst the Ph ilosophica l
and th en the Eth ical Treatise on the
Passions, which were followed at long
intervals by three other volume s of
moral and theol ogical Disquisitions;
formin g togethe r the complete system
of the author with regard to the cha-
racter of the Cr eator , and the moral
constitution , duties and expectations
of man. In th e philosophical part of
this extended work the arran gement
is clear , the definitions correc t and the
illust rations happy ; in the ethical it is
proved that virtue and happ iness are
identica l; and in the theological the
Jewish and Christia n revelations are
full y vindic ated , and are shewn to be
means by which the univers al Fathe r
is ed ucating his child ren for fina l hap-
piness and glory. But excellent as
these volumes are, they would pr oba-
bl y have been more usefu l if they had
been published as distinct work s, and

? The write r once hea rd Dr. C ogsrn re-
late tha t a popular and eloquent Calvinistic
minister , on being - asked his op inion of the
Layma n's Letters , made this declaratio n :—
" I would not undertake to refu te all the
aut hor 's arguments , but I have th is one
answer to make to them all , God owns our
way qf p rea ching *" Is not this equal to
saying, that the pre acher who has the
largest audito ry has the mrest evidence of
bei ng* in the right?

Memoir of the hieDr. Cogan. 8



if the latest of them bad been an-
nounced unde r somewhat different
titles . But an auth or must be allowed
to choose his own plan of writing ;
and in Dr. Cogan 's mind all t ruth
resolved itself into one idea , the mora l
perfection of God , includi ng b y ne-
cessary conseq uence the happ iness of
all his creatures. He had once pro-
posed to himsel f to enlarge and repub -
lish his letters to Mr. Wil berforce as
a part of the series ; with which he de-
clared that his desi gn would be com-
plete. The last work that he actu-
ally published, the Ethical Questions,
which made its appe arance in 1# 17, is
evidentl y a continuation of his sub-
ject ; and thoug h he seems to soar int o
the region of metap hysics, he never
leave s in realit y his favourite province
of morals. *

Th us emp loyed , Dr. Cogau scarcel y
felt the advances of old age. His
friends found him the same instructive
and pleasing companion that he had
ever been, and indul ged themselv es
with the hope of enjoy ing his valuable
society for yea rs to come. But there
is an " appointed time for man upon
the earth. 1' On the last day of the
year 1817, he had wal ked in a very
thick fog from his lod gings in Heri -
l ietta Street , Covent Garden , to- visit
a friend in St. Mary Axe, which
brough t on a cough more than usual l y
trouhlesome ; indisposition ensued ; and
with a presentimen t that he should
not recove r, he went on Saturday,
January 24th , to his brother 's, the
Rev. E. Cogau , at Walthamstow ,
where he exp ired on Monda y, the
2d of Februar y, in the 82d year of
his age.

The following account of his death
was drawn up by one best fitted by
situation and character to describ e
j ustl y the di gnified scene :

" Man y know how he lived , and
some may wish to know how he died .
For the gratification of such a wish ,
the following brief sketch is intended :

** The closing scene of his life, by

* The Ethical Questions tire reviewed in
our Xllth Vol . pp. 226—236 ; and in Vol.
XIII .  pp. 18—20, there is a letter of Dr.
Cogan's upon the subject of the review .
By a melanch oly coincidence, the number
containin g this letter did not appear till the
day of his death . See the obituary of the
next No., XIII , p. 142.

which I mean the last few days of
his illness/ exhibited a spectacl e such
as has not often been witness ed. The
vigour of mind which he disp layed

i in his reflection s on any subject tha t
came before him , the vivac it y with
which he made his remarks on thd
occurrences of the moment , and the
di gnified composure with which he
looked forward to the change whic h
he pronounced to be approaching,
excited the wonder of all who saw
him , and fre quentl y prom pted the
involuntar y exclamation , What an ex-
traordinar y man !

** When he firs t gave up all expec-
tatio n of a recovery, he said with
anim ation , • Wh y should I wish to
recover ? I should onl y have all this
to endure again. I have had a long
and a happy life, and I ought to de-
part contented . 'And I have many
reasons for considering this as the
fitt est time for me to die, thou gh I
cannot look forward to death alto -
get he r without a feeling of awe* I have
a firm confidence in the goodness of
God ; and though 1 may deserve more
of chastisemen t than I have had ivL
this life, I hav e no fear whatever for
the fina l result. '

4C On one occasion he said , 4 1 shall
not die trium phantl y, but 1 shal l die
happ ily 3* on another , * The nearer I
advance to th e gra ve, the bri ghter are
my prospects. 1

" When speaking on the subject
of rel igion , he dwelt chiefl y on the
benevolence of the Deity, expressing
his persuasion of the final happ iness
of all manki nd , and his decided con-
viction of the falsehood of the Cal -
vinistic system. One of the last thin gs
that he said to me (after havin g com-
men ted at some length on a part of
the 15th chapter of the fi rst epistle
to the Cor inthians) was verba tim as
follows: * When I could not sleep
last night , I was reflectin g on the
affectin g parable of the prod igal son ,
which is so beautifull y, so beu utifu lh/ ,
told. Where is your vindictive justice
here ? Where is your personal re-
sentment ?' He pr obably would have
procee ded , but was fat igued wit h
speaking. About twel ve hours before
his decease, he dictated th ree letters
with a solemnity and dignit y of man-
ner which none who were present
will ever forget. A-short paragrap h

4 Memoir of the late T)r* Cogan.



from one of them will well depict j
the general frame of his mind on the <
prospect of dissolution. 1

tC€ The solemn momen t is at length
arrived. 1 look forward to it with
awe, but by no means without hope.
The v iews of Christianity which I
have Jong entertained have afforded
the rule of my life, and will be my
consol ation in the hour of death .'

** He had for some years expressed
his wish that his dismission might be
easy, or in his own words , that he
might be let gentl y down .. His wish
was granted . After having taken
some refreshment with considerable
rel ish , he cau ght hold of the serv ant' s
arm , and closed a long, honourable
and usefu l life, without a strugg le or
a groan ."

Dr. Cogan 's 4€ mental constitution
was singularl y happy. He viewed
every thing in the most favourabl e
light , an d contrived to extract some-
thing of satisfaction from those little
vexations which discompose and irri-
tate ordinary minds. Qualities were
combined in him which do not often
exist in union . Thoug h his vivacit y
enl ivened all who enjoyed his society,
he inva riabl y pronounced gravity to
be his chara cter say ing, that throu gh
life he had been gra ve for himself, and
cheerfu l for his fri ends. His wit ,
which remained with him to the last ,
was so chastened by a natural sweet-
ness of temper , that it was never
exercised to give pain to an y human
creature , an d his play fulness , which
might have appeared inconsistent with
habits of sober thoug ht , was the ebul-
lition of the moment, which imme-
diatel y left his mind at libert y to
collect its energ ies for serious reflec-
tion. Reflection indeed was his fa-
vou rite occupation , as his writings
seem sufficientl y to testif y. And the
subjects on w hich he reflected most ,
becau se they appeared to him to be
most closely connecte d wit h human
happ iness, w ere morals an d reli gion.
And the mora l princip les which it
was the chief object of his literary
labours to inculcate , had a constant
influence on his own mind , and in
their practical effect perv aded the
general teno r of his life/

It may be truly said that benevo-
lence was the habitual affection of his
mind. Of this a signal proof has been

alread y" record ed 5 and many Equally
decisive proofs might be adduced from
his privat e life. He professed to love
his species, and knew it to be the first
ambition of his life to promot e their
welfare. * To his latest moment he
was emyloyed in a scheme for the be-
nefit of one of his relatives , concern -
ing which he said with great emphasis ;
that , if he succeeded, he shoul d f inish
well.

As a writer Dr . Cogan occupies a
middle , but tr ul y resp ectable ran k.
His sty le is unpretending; sometimes
it is adorned with the simple gra ces;
and examp les might be pointed out of
passage s where the fervor of his mind
has raised him to a strain of rich and
power ful eloquence .

His frequent residence on the Con-
tinent , wher e the French is a sort of
universal lan guage , led him into a
familiarity with all the more eminent
writers of that tongue . The cele-
brated F rench preachers were his fa*
vourite authors : their onction was
congenial with his own taste.

He seems not to have consult ed
profi t in his publications. He has
allowed more than one cheap editio n
of his most popular work , the Let ters
to Wil ber forc e, to be pr inted for thp
use of the Unitarian Book Societies.
[The E ditor regrets that the remainder

of this Memoi r micst be deferred till
the nex t NumberJ \

Tri bute to the Memory of the late
Mr . G. W. Meadley.

Sir ,

IN the concl udin g Number of your
form er Volume , [XIII , 772,] yoi|

have noticed the death of you r late
occasional Correspo ndent , my very
wort hy frien d, Mr. G. W. Meadley.
It will , probabl y, be interesti ng to
many of you r rea ders to peruse , in the
mean time , the following tribute to
his memory, delivered on the Sunda y
eveuing after his funeral , by the re-
spectable person f who usuall y con-

* These are his o>wn word s, in the Pre -
face, p. xxiii . of Ibe 2nd Volume on the
Passions.

f  Mr. Thomas Graham , shoemaker.
We copy, for the sak e as well of exam ple
as of information , the short account of this
society9 inserte d in a *c Historic al and De-
scri ptive View of Sunderlan d and the Two
Wearmouths ," no tor publishing in numbers ,

THiute ta the Memory of the late Mrs &. W. Mead ley. &



ducts the worship of a small society of
Unitar ian Christians in Sunderland ;

find the rather , as it was furnished to tbc
work by Mr. Mead ley. u In an age of
free inqui ry , when ike legislature has
judiciousl y repealed those into lerant laws,
by which Unitarians were exposed to pains
and penal ties for exercising - the inal ienable
ri ght of private jud gment in the interpre -
tat ion of the Scri ptures , it might naturall y
be expected that some progre ss would be
made among- the inhabitants of th is neigh-
bourh ood, to ascertai n the proper object of
reli gious worsh ip, and the uneq uivocal
doctrines of divine re velation . .Accord-
ingly several per sons who , in the cour se of
their inqui ries , had successively imbibed
those views of Ch ristianity which , thoug h
sanctioned by the authori ty of La rdner ,
Jebh and Priestl ey, have frequentl y been
confounded with an express denial of the
autho rity of Scriptu re , began to meet in
their own houses for rel igious wor shi p and
discussion . Their numbers increasing,
the y, in the autum n of 1814, took an d
reg istered for public service, at the Micha -
elmas Quarte r Sessions , a larg e room in
Malin g^s Ri gg, formerl y occup ied as a
Freemason s* Lodge.

" They believe in the sole Deity and
Supremacy of God the Father , whom alone
th ey regar d as the proper object of reli -
gious worshi p, to the exclusion of every
other perso n, being, mode or distinction
whatsoever. Confes sing Jesus Christ to-
be the Savi our of the world , they eonsider
him to be the messenge r, soil an d servant
of God , acting by Divine appointment ,
but essential ly inferior to the Father , and
as such, not ent i tled to rel i gious wors hi p.
A greeing in these fundamental princi ples
•»»  ̂r- t *-* .#•*.*% 4 « %¦* **t m J. j-k .4-1 #> ti m\ I l» v i f f  4-V» A w» *¦* I I  r\ vmr »-» r-wres pecting God and Christ , they allow no
minor difference of opinion , in matters not
essent ial to Ch ristian love and moral ity, to
distu rb their union. They believe also in
the duty and efficacy of repentance to ob-
tai n the forg iveness of sins fro m the free
and unpurchas ed grace of God ; and incul -
cat e a constant obedience to the precepts
of the gospel , as in dispensable to insure a
good conscience , and a well-grounded
hope in the Divine mercy. And in common
with their fellow-ch ristians of every deno-
mination , t hey believe in the resurrection
of the dead and in a future jud gment ,
when all men will be rewarded or pu nished
accordin g to their deeds. The frovern -accoramg to meir cieeas. i tic g-overn -
ment of th is small society is independent ;
an d not having at present a regular mi-
nist er , the membe rs conduct the worshi p
among1 themselves . They profess open
commun ion , and cultivate charity with all
men. 1' Pp. 256—8.

X

and by whose permission I transm it
it to you,

V. F.

After the usual services of the even-
ing t December 6, 1818,

** M y friends , per mit me to addres s
you on a mournfu l subje ct, in which
I have no doubt but you will, equally
with myself, feel interested . The
death of our frien d Georg e Wilson
Mead ley has filled us with sorrow :
let us hope , however , that our loss ia
such a frien d is his gain.

** It would be wanting in us, who
had opportunities of knowing his sen-
timents of Christianity, and were eye-
witnesses of his conduct , were we to
be siient, when so many of his highl y
respecta bl e friends have so hand-
somely expressed thei r respect for his
memory , and born e testi mon y to his
public and private 'worth : more espe-
cially as there are not wan ting th ose,
who, al though they give him credit
for his general knowled ge and literary
attain ments , more than call in ques-
tion his rel igious opinions.4€ To such I say, * jud ge nothing
before the time $ and for my own
part , having had an intimate acquain -
tance with him for upwards of five
years , durin g which time I freel y
acknowled ge that , although the prin -
cipal reli gious opinions which I now
hold were formed prev ious to ou r
acquaintance , yet to him I am deeply
in debted for my more extend ed re li-
gious knowled ge; and shall (while I
thank my heayenl y Fathe r for the
hel ps I have received from him) cheris h
to the latest period of my mortal ex-
istence , that regard for his memor y
which , as a tru ly amia ble man and
sincere Ch rist ian , 1 think it deserves.

" Althoug h, under such circum-
stances , it may nat u ral ly be supp osed
I am parti al to my re ligious fr iend,
yet upon the present occasion 1 shall
endeavour to divest mysel f of it ;  and
give you a faithful account of his
leading views on the doctr ines of
Christianity, in connexion with his
conduct an d gene ra l Christ ian cha-
racter.

" I have no certain data as to his
enti re secession f rom the Esta blished
Church ; 1 suppose it might take place
about leu or twelve years ago -y prin*

6 Tribute to the Memory of the f a te Mr. G. W. Meadley.



cipally on account of the doct rine and
worship of the Trinity. As be with-
drew peaceabl y, and perhaps w ithout
publicl y, at that time , giving his rea -
sons* this excited suspicion in the
religious world , and he was considere d
by many as vergin g towards D&ism ;
than which nothing could be more
fa lse. For , though he seceded from
the Churc h, it was wit h deep regret ,
and in despair of any sufficient refor -
mat ion in these importan t points being
effected . His secession was strictl y
conscientious and decided ; for he
could no longer allow himsel f to coun-
tenan ce, even by his presen ce, what
in his conscience he thou ght wrong ,

" Yet he alway s spoke respectfull y
of Churehrpeop lej and not only lived
on terms of intimac y with man y of
them , but seemed to cherish towards
them , and especially towa rds many of
thei r worth y and enli ghtened ministers ,
the sincerest esteem ; and often re-
gretted that th e bill of the Petit ioning
Cle rgy in 1772 had been rejected by
the then Parliament ; which , by this
time9 he consider ed wtm ld have pro-
duced the best effects.

" Having commen ced Dissenter
upon princi ple, he appears to have be-
come the fr iend and correspondent of
many eminen t characters amon g them :
not ' to ment ion others , the late Dr.
Disney, the present Mr. Bekham , of
Essex Street , an d Mr. Turn er , of New-
cast le, by whom he was recom mended
to, and became acquainted with our
society in its infancy. He immedi-
ate ly introdu ced himself to us, and ,
with his usual frankn ess, avowed his
sentiments . feuch of y ou as were
t hen united with me in our pre sent
v iews, will recollect the valua ble and
usefu l relig ious books which he gene-
rous ly gave for the use of the society,
besides makin g us welcome to the use
of an y books in his own valuable
library.

" Fro m our fi rst reli gious acquain-
tan ce he took a decided part and
inte rest ia this society : he appea red
to enjoy the satisfacti on of having a
few with whom he could freel y con-
verse and cordi ally unite , on that im-
portant subject. And althou gh, since
our public meetin g, we cannot say
more than th at he was an occasional
at t endant , yet we have the satisfac-
tion to know that he approved in

gener al of our proceedi ngs, and did
not giv^ his countena nce to any other
society in these towns. /

" It may be .expected that I should
candidl y state the reasons (tha t J iave
come within my knowled ge) why his
attendanc e in this place was not more
constant. Wheth er he was correct
or not in this point of deviat ion , I
hold it proper that every man 's reli-
gkms liberty shduld be respected , artd
that he should * be full y persu aded 'in
his own mifid ,' for *to his own Master
he standeth or falleth ;' and I trust
that we are the last people in the
worl d to advance the claim of infalli-
bility. After his secession from the
Church , he, with such persons of the
family a& were at hom e, attende d
to rel igious worsh ip, and I believe
used the Reformed Book of Common
Pray er. W hile this practice shews a^
mind imbued with a just sense of
relig ion , it forcibl y reminds me of the
similar course we chose on our own
first departure from the popular Dis-
senters : and such of us as have en-
joyed the satisfaction arising from such
a practice , will know that it is not
easil y foregon e, even for the sake of
the more public services of relig ion.
In th is practice , I have reason to be-
lieve, he continued to persevere to
the last.

" Anothe r reason existed, which ,
in our circumstan ces, was insurmou n-
table. I believe his mind was not
fully made up as to the propriety of
uneducate d persons , and persons in
business , condu cting public worshi p,
and the services of reli gion ; which ,
considering his own attain ments , and
allowin g a little for the nreiudices ofallowing a little for the prej udices of
others , was natural : but in this he
was not tenacious. As to ourselves,
we are friendl y to educat ion, and have
no obj ection to the ministry of edu-
cate d men , when and where it can be
afforded : yet we by no nfieans con-
sider thei r services as indispensable ;
as it is notorious that such men were
not solely, not generall y, employed
by the highest author ity, to cal l mem
at fi,rst to embrace and obey the
Christi an religion : why, then , should
they be considered as indispensab le
now , when it is firml y founded in the
world ?

" Hav ing stated the only point of
deviation with our frieqd, which , per -
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li&ps, is but art act of justice to his
character , I shall now procee d to state
in what we were agreed :—generall y
speaking , in all the fu ndamental doc-
trines ari d essential prin ciples of the
gospel of Christ. To use his words ,
in his excellent Letter s to the Bishop
of St. David 's, wherein he not onl y
defends his secession, but contends
with his usual ability for the right (as
he considered it the duty ) of ever y
Christian , to inquire freel y and full y
into the meaning of the Scri pt ures ,
and remonstrates with his Lordshi p
on the impropriety of peFsons being
exposed to those penalties and disa-
bilities , the loss of which , by the re-
peal of the persecuting laws respecting
Unitarian s, his Lordship deplored ,
and contended ought to be revived .
* The existence of one God , by whom
all things were created j the divine
mission, death and consequent resur -
rectio n of Chrts t ; the divine autho -
rity of his precepts , revealed in th e
gospel ; and the hope of immortalit y
in the resurre ction of the dead/ These
opinions , together with considerin g
the Fathe r as the sole object of reli-
gious worship , and his free, unpur-
ehased grace to the peniten t, and the
necessity of personal obedience to the
precepts of the gospel, as indispen-
sable to insur e a good conscienc e, and
a well-gr ounded hope in th e Divine
mercy ; and a future stat e of rewards
and punishments according to th e
deeds of men in the present life.

"While he defen ded these opinion s,
with a demonstration seldom equal led,
he could also offer the best reasons
wh y men should live in chari t y aud
good-will. For , not to men tion his
political opinions, he had the most
enlarged views of reli gious liberty ;
and , from the increas ing libera lity of
the times, confidentl y antici pated the-
destruc tion of every species of into -
lerance an d persecution ; for, as he
used to say, what has genuine Chri s-
tianit y to fear from its enemies ? And
if it had , the means taken to support
it are by no means suitable to its
spi rit and character , which enjoi ns
upon its followers, to do unto all men
as they wish others should do towards
them.

** These enlightened views of the
Christia n religion saved him from the

banef ul influence of. vulgar erro ik*
His ideas of the Divine character
and government were most extensive
and exalted ^ 

and white he was nei-
ther enthusiast nor fana tic, yet his
religious views were to him a fund of
happiness and pleasure , which , ad ded
to the natural cheerful ness of his
temper , gave a cheerfu l and agreeable
turn to his convers ation , a quality sel-
dom combined with the character of
studious men.€i To these remarks I shall only add
his golden rul e in ascertaining reli-
gious truth : * What is clearl y and ex-
plicitl y taug ht in the Scriptures , or is
the plain and undoubted inference
therefr om, ought to be considered as
the fundamental principl e and ground
of interpretation for that which is less
explicit or more difficult. ' For, as he
used to say, 4 no reli gious opinion
should contradi ct the gener al curren t
of the Scri pt ures/

46 With respect to the social and
rel ative duties , the public respect , in
addition to what I hav e stated , bears
amp le testim ony to the one, and his
attention to his mother and sisters ,
thei r union and felicity, sufficientl y
apea k the oth er. They will severely
feel his loss. We can enly offer our
sincere condolence , and pray the God
of all consolation to support them
under thi s berea vement. And we
hope it will be no small alleviation
of the ir affli ction , that his mort al
career , thoug h short , was with credit
and honou r.

** I have thus stated a few parti -
culars respecting the rel igious course
of this excellent man . It remains for
us to shew the same manl y and de-
cided character. Let ouv minds be
free to the impre ssions of truth , and
eagerl y seek for it. When found , let
us honestly confess it, and dissent upon
princi ple: at the same time forgetting
not to cultivate Christian charit y to*
war ds those who differ from us, as
wel l as amon gst oursel ves. Pursuin g
this path , let us strive to perfect the
Christian character , and cherish the
hope that , at another day, according
to the promises of the gospel, all the
good and virtuous of every nation and
sect shall be re united in a holy, happy
and immortal stat c, where separation
will be no* more*11

S Tribute to the Memory of the late Mr. G. W. Meadlig.



Clap ton ,
Sir , Januar y 10 , 181 9-

I 
SEND you a contin uation of the
translati on of Locke and Lim-

foorch 's letters. Some of thos e which
will probabl y appear in your present
Volume, cont ain profound discussions
of metap hysical questions ; on which
a transl ator is in no small danger of
someti mes misunderstanding his ori -
ginal . Should any of your Corre-
spondents detect such mistakes , I
shall be obl iged b y thei r sending you
their corrections .

J, T. RUTT.
The Cowe&pondence between Locke mid

Limhorch , 1 685—1704.
(Continued from p. 675, Vol . XIII .)

( 3Sb. 34.
« A msterdam , Oct. 8, 1697.

Ph ilip  a Limborch to Joh n Locke.
My worth y Friend ,

I 
WR OTE "you, in March last , a
very long letter Duri ng the

summer I have conver sed with some
of our princi pal literati , on various
topics. Among these the corover-
hation turne d on the Treat ise, * of
which you have al ready received my
opinion. They all highl y commended
it. One , indeed , was dissatisfi ed with
the title , as not commensu rate to the
dignit y of the subject. He said , that
the A uthor had pursued a different
course to tliat of most writers , who
gave magnificent names to works of
little import ance. He, on the con-
trary, had prefixed a very unassuming
t itle to a book of weighty argument.
Yet , surel y, the title should rather
correspond to the importance of the
work , that it may invite a perusal.

A nother person (the same who for-
merl y introd uced to you , our Slad e,
this I hint onl y to yourself) said th«'tt
he. had read that Treatise twice. He
praised it highl y, and decla red that
the A uthor had satisfactori ly pro ved,
-wliat was the principal arg ument of
Ws book —the design of the Christian
Revelation . Ile onf y wished , that in-
—1> 
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* Reasonableness of Christianity . See
Vol. XIII. pp. 610, 612. c

stead of controv ertin g, in the int ro-
duction , the vul gar n otion of Ori ginal
Sin , he bad left that opinion un-
touched , or at least not made it so
prominent , in his Treatise. For now
many who are stron gly attached to
that doctrine , stumble at the thresh-
hold , before they reach the main ar -
gument of the book. They, indeed ,
entertain such prej udices agai n st the
Author that they cannot read , with
the calm considerati on require d, his
furth er arguments , and thus become
hostile. Their good-will should rath er
have been conciliated , that they might
have come with an unbia ssed jud gment
to consider an opinion , which , however
true , yet little accords with the sen-
timents of most th eologians. These
general ly desi re to add someth ing of
thei r own to the Christian faith , which
they re gard as the exclusive pro perty
of their part y. To disab use th em of
this error , it is necessa ry to allur e
them , instead of alien atin g their minds
by at once proposing some dogma,
which they regard as highl y dispu-
table. I freel y tell you what passed
on this subject.

Our discou rse , as frequentl y hap -
pens , turned on other topics ; among
the rest , by what arguments the unit y
of Ood could be most satisfacto ri ly
established . That eminen t person ,
whom I last mentioned , decla red that
he wished to see some irrefra gable
arguments , by whic h it might be
proved that an eternal , self-existent
and all-perfect Being, can be onl y one..
He wished to see something in the
manner of Hugo Grotius , in his fi rst
book * on the Truth of the Christ ian
Religion ; adding , that he had heard
of a French translation f of your
Essa ?/ on the Human Unde rsta nding,
which he wished very much to see,
as he had a great Opinion of your
jud gment. He inquired of me, whe-
ther in that Essay you had establis hed

* Sect. iii. Deum esse unum.
-f This was afterw ards executed , nucle i

the Author 's inspection , hy Coste  ̂ and
trill be farther noticed in th is corresp on-
dence .

.:. < 9 )
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the Unity of a self-existent Being-. I
confessed my ignorance , as I had never
fead the Essay, being unacquain ted
with the langu age in which it is writ-
ten. He then desire d me serious ly to
ur ge you, if the question has not been
considere d in your Essay , to enlar ge
it , by introd ucing that subj ect, and
firml y establishing the Unity of an
independent Being, (En tis indepen-
dentis). It seems manif est that an
independen t Being, Compreh ending in
himsel f all per fect ion , can be only one ;
yet he wished to have this so fully
proved as to exhaust the a rgum ent .

Within the last three day s he in-
quired if I had writ ten to you , and
what answer I had recei ved . I did
not think him so much in earn est,
but seeing how he has the affai r at
heart , I can no longer defer wri ting.
I therefore request , if your engage-
ments will allow, that you send me
an answer which he can read. * Your
letter should be so managed that he
may not suspect my having given you
his name. You can answer , as if I
had wr itten to you , t hat some learned
persons discussing this subject , one of
them, who much esteemed you , wished
to know your opinion , and desired
that you would consider it in your
Essay on the Human Un derstanding .
You see how plainl y 1 deal with you ,
and what I venture to expect from
your friendshi p.

I was late l y at the Hague, and vi-
sited the most Honourable the Earl
of Pembroke , with whom I had an
hour 's con versat ion on various top ics,
some of them theological . 1 greatl y
admir e to see a man of such high rank
so attentive to religion - His conver-
sation was indeed so interesting, that
I seemed sca rcel y to have passed half
an hou r with him , when, on taking -
leave , I found that a whole hour had
elapsed , f I pray for that most ex-

* This request produced tlie followin g*
letter , wr itte n in French :

¦\ It is sur prisin g- that this nobleman , of
whose intelle ctual attainments Mr. Lock e,
in his lycd ieution of  the Essay ^ in 1689,
had taug ht the public to form so hi gh an
est imate , should now be remembered onl y
by that Dedication , and his place, which
the acciden t of bi rth has given him , in the
pee rage. The Author of the Ess ay was
careful not to think of h imself more high ly
than he oug ht to think ; but it may be

cellent man , a long-ex tende d life, that
he may pr osperousl y administer the
affai rs of the kingdom of England ; *
and for you , uninterrupted health , that
you may communicate your thoughts
to the learned world .

Farewe ll, most worth y friend ; make
niy best wishes acceptable to Lad y
Masham. My wife and daug hte r
pres ent their respect s .

Yours , affectionat ely,
P. k LIMBORC H.

No. 35.
John Locke to Ph ilip  a Liniborch.

iLettre de M. Loche ct M * Limborch.)
London, Oct. %9> 1697.

Sir ,
IF my name has been mention ed

to those learne d persons with whom
you somet imes con verse, and if th ey
condescend to speak of my writings ,
in your conversations , I owe the fa-
vou r enti rely to yoil . The good opi-
nion which you entertain of one,
whom you have honoured with your
friendshi p, has prejudiced them in my
favour .

I wish that my Essay on the Under-
standing were written in a langua ge

reasonabl y doubted , whether he was equall y
solicitous to thin k soberl y in com par ing"
himsel f with his noble patron. Who can
forbear to smile, or rather to blush , for
man at his best esta t e  ̂ when John JLocke
con descends to remind , or rather to infor m,
the Marl of Pembroke , of his Lordshi p's
u lar ge and comprehensive disco veri es of
truths , hitherto unknown •" an d w hen the
Essay on Human Un derstanding is de-
scribed by its Autho r as a present , " ju st
such as the poor man makes to his rich and
great ne ighbour , bjr whom the basket of
flowe rs or fruit is not ill taken , though he
has more plenty of bis own growth , and
in much greater perfection 5" or as one of
those u worthless thing's " which " receive
a value, when they are made the offeri ngs
of res pect , esteem an d gra titude " ? Even
Mr. Locke could scarcel y fail to become a
^uim i v i i  «.«-» » *.\r " i i l l l .  »r 1/ U I U  I F \ ^  Ul> ini l  un i i ir

an d not uninstructive wor k , a cr itica l
hi story of  Ep ist les Dedicato ry .

* The Earl of Pembroke was now Am-
bassador extraordin ary to the Stat es Ge-
neral . He afterwar ds filled severa l con-
siderable posts in England , becam e Lord
Lieu tenant of Irel an d, and immed iatel y
pre ceded Prince George of Denmark , as
Lord High Admiral . The Earl died in
1733.

10 The Corre$ponde7ice letween Locke and Limborch, tra %slatei.



with which those excellent men ar e
acquainted ; for by the correc t, and
candid ju clgment which they would
form of my work , I might determi ne
what was true , what erroneous , and
what tolerable . It is now seven year s
since th at book was publ ished . The
fi rst and the second editions had the
good fortune to be, in genera l, fa-
vourabl y received . The last edition
has Hot fared so well. Afte r a silence
of five or six years , I know not what
faults are discovered which were not
perceived before $ and what is sin-
gular , subjects of rel igious contro -
versy are found in that w ork , where
I onl y designed to treat questions of
speculative philosop hy. I have de-
termined to make some additions , a
large part of wh ich is alread y pre-
pared . These will appear in their
proper places in the fourth edition ,
which the bookseller intends to pub-
lish. I shall also readil y satisf y your
wish, or th at of any of your fr iends ,
by insertin g the proofs of the Unity
of God , which pr esent themsel ves to
my mind ; for L am inclined to be-
lieve that the Unity of God may be
as clear ly demon strated as his exist-
ence  ̂ and that it may be establis hed
on evidence completel y satisfact ory.
But I love peace , and there are so
many in the world who love clamou r
and vai n controve rsies , that I doubt
whether I ought to supp ly them with
new subjects oi dispute.

The rem arks you send me, which
those learne d pers ons mad e upon The
Reasonablen ess of Christianity , &c ,
are doubtless very just, and it is cer -
tain that man y readers have been
shocked at some opinions which they
met with , at the beginnin g of the
book , and which , by no mean s, accord
with the doctrine s commonl y received *
But on this su bject I must refer those
gentlemen to the Two Defences of his
work , whic h th e Author has put
forth . * For having published that
smal t volume ,as he says himself, prin-
cipally with a design of convin cing
those who doubt the truth of Chris -
tianity , he was led9 unav oid abl y, to
treat those subjects -, for to render his
book useful to Deists, he could riot
pass over in silence those art icles on
which they insist , whenever they

' . . . . . . .  r - . in . ih - _¦_ ¦ — . ¦ ¦ ' ' ***" 
~ ' "~y~f ' ¦ • t\ 'i i rm - - t - ¦ - ' m.

examine the truth of the Chr istian
Religioln ,

1 am, Sir ,
Your ver y hum ble and most

obedient Servant ,
J. LOC KE.

[The above was in Frenc h : what
folloivSf in LatinJ \

My worth y Frien d,
BE not sur prised that I answer in

French your very acceptabl e Latin
letter of the 8th of this month , I
might plead a number of engagements ,
which have denied me much leisur e,
and my want of practice in the La tin
ton gue, which forbids my writin g
with expedition. But I learn from
you rs that this lette r of mine will be
read or shewn to others , and I cannot
venture to subject my negligent style
to the censure of such jud ges. For ,
whateve r your candid , friendl y con-
sideration al w ay s accept s from me,
with others it mi ght create disgust ,
or , at least, a wea riness , not easil y
excused. I therefore wrote what I
had to say , rap idly, in my own lan-
guage, and employed a French man to
render it into his.

Since the controvers y has com-
menced between me and the Bishop
of Worcester , (who was indeed the
aggressor ,) th e Reverend gownsmen
(gens theologorum tcf gata) are mar-
velousl y excited against my book , and
that Essay , whi ch was hith erto ap-
proved , is now at length discovered ,
by the pious care of these Doctors , to
abound with errors , or at least to con-
tain a hidin g-place for erro rs , and the
very grounds of scepticism *

Respecting the Unity of God, I
confess th at the ar guments of Groti us,
in th e p lace you cite, are not quite
satisfactory. * Can you suppose that
any one who acknowled ges a God,
can possibl y doubt th at his Deity is
one ? 1 indeed never dou bted this ;
yet I confess that it appears \o me,
oq refl ection , that the mind must be
somewhat elevated , and separa ted
fro m th e common method of philo-
sophizing, to prove this , philosophi-
cally, or, if I may so speak , physicall y;
but I say this onl y to you.

M y kindest regards io your dear
wife and children .

* See Le Clerc's Notes ou Sect, Hi . Ed.
Hag& Comitisy 1734, pp. 8, 9.
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No. 36,
Phil ip  a Limborch to Joh n Locke.

I No Date. '}
My worth y Friend ,

I DULY rec eived your very ac-
ceptabl e letter of 29th October , and
read it to that eminent per son whose
request I communicated to you. The
subject on which he prop osed the
inquiry seems scarcel y possible to be
questioned by any sound mind , for
the notion of I>eity involves unity,
nor allows us to imag ine it commu-
nicable to several . Wherefore , in my
jud gment , no one who attentivel y con-
siders what we mean by the term
God , can possibly maintain the notion
of a plurality of Gods. Yet as we see
it: maintained b y the Heathens , wit h
whom we cannot argue from the au-
thority of Scripture , they must be
convinced by considerations deduced
ffonr nature . Wherefore that eminen t
person wishes to see arguments of
that descri pt ion , by which it may be
clearl y demonstrated that a Being,
independent and perfect , can be but
one. The Unit y of the Divine Es-
sence being once fir mly established ,
it becomes an easy task thence to de-
duce all the Divine attributes , and our
duty towar ds God and our neighbour.

He says that Descartes has not
prov ed the Unity , but assumed it.
tie once drew up a demonstration for
himself, bfct says it was too subtle ;
and because he defers much to your
jud gment , he earnestl y desires to see
your arg uments . When I rea d your
letter to him he rejoiced , because you
say that you can do what he requir es,
and now he is more importuna te t han
evef to have your thoug hts on the
subject.

He is sorry to find you dragged into
a controversy, and suspects that you
may be averse to publ ish your opi-
nion s, lest undesi gnedl y you shou ld
affo rd an occasion for new debates and
insinuatio ns. He reques ts that you
would write to me priv atel y, unde r
the assurance of secrecy ; as he has no
wi$h to divul ge your senti ments, but
only asks them for his own inst ruction
ana Confirmation in the tru th , Be-
sides himself and two intima te friends
of rii'ine, who took par t in our first
conversation , ikT. de Haytage, Advo-
cate of the Dutch \Pj^ie<5(uer, ahd
Mr. Advoca te Van den EWdb—hesif es
these 1 shall coriamn nteate what you

wri te to no huma n being, unless, per-
haps , you will allow me to read it to*
Mr , Le Clercv which may be as? you
please, for he is at present quite igno-
rant of my corresponde nce with you
on thes e subjects. By corugliance
with the request of that eminent per-
sou, you will highly gratify him , and
as your paper will be commun icated
only to a very few confidentia l friends ,
to none of whom I shall give a copy,*
it cannot come abro ad. That I may
more perem ptorily deny a copy , I wish
you would lay that restrain t upon me,
strictl y, in your letter. I am unwil -
lin g that you should become still
more suspected by the gownsmen
(yen ti togatce) of encouraging scepti-
cism. Many of these , I have no doubt >
ar e read y, eagerl y, to bestow app lause
or cerj sure , howev er "un deserved, un-
der th e guidance of another 's jud g-
ment , just as a log is moved by
pow ers not its own.

When I read your letter , a pleasant
story of Thomas More, in his Utop ia,
occurred to me. He says, that when
Rap hael H ythloday learnedl y dis-
coursed concerning the Repu blic, *
before the Card inal [Mortoa] Arch *
bishop of Canterbury , a cert ain learned
lawyer , by shaking his head and dis-
torting his countenance * expresse d an
ent ire disapprobation of all he said .
Ihe whole company , treading in the
steps of the learned lawyer , presentl y
avowed the same opinion. But when
the Cardinal decla red his concurren ce
with H ythloday 's opinion , immedi-
ate ly they who had despised it 9 wlwtt
uttered by htm, now bestowed on it
thei r highest commendations , f Such
has been the fate of you r Essay. It
was received for six years with ge-
neral approbation , til l a bishop of
great name appeared against it , when
it was discovered to abound in erro rs,
an d to contain the secret springs of
scepticism. Thus the common herd
of theolomies rel y not on their own,

* It is the passag e in which Sir Tftomas
More , under the disguise of his Utop ia^declare d against the sanguinary complexion
of his country 's cr iminal lavy, which th ree
centuries of civilization have only sew&k
to aggravate . More is supposed to f t & v e
writte n the Utopia abou t 1516, vvhHt * he
was, under-sheriff of I^ftdoa. See Dr»
Warne r** edition* 1758$ Adver. and p. 2^.

f  I&te. p . Gtl * ! ¦ • ¦<¦

12 The Correspo ndence between Locke and Umborch, tran slated.



but on another 's understanding. But
your paper shall never be exposed to
the jud gment of such persons.

1 blush when you plead in excuse
for delay your wan t Of sufficient readi-
ness in the JLati n tongue: what , then ,
I ask mysel f, must be your jud gment
of me, whose st yle, compared with
yours* is so uncout h ? All your let-
ters , even t hough written in haste, are
not onl y pure an d terse , but also lively
and elegant. I f  such d isplease you,
I can easily determ ine what opinion
you must have of mine. Yet rel ying
on your fri endship, I freel y write to
you whateve r comes uppermost ; still
assured of your kindnes s which can
overl ook ray defects. But if, in fu-
tur e, you continue to offer such an
apol ogy, 1 shal l be still more timid
in writing to you. So you pereeive
that such an excuse will be least of
all admitted from you. But if your
engagements forbid an earlie r atten-
tion to \our corres pondents, 1 cann ot
allow my self to ur ge your more speedy
rep lies, to the prejudice of more im-
portant concerns ; but rather wish
vou to wait for a season of leisure.
Write what and when you will to
me, it will be most agreeable ; nor
can I fail to acknowled ge your late
speedy communication of two letters.

Cimdimon &f a Se^mow o»< the Immu-
tability, of God, occasioned by the
Death of Sir Samuel Romilly, deli-
vered in the Unitarian Chapel * Yeovil,
Nov. 15, 1818, by  Dr. T. Southwood
Smith.

Psalm cii . 11, 12: " My day s are like a
shadow that declineth , and I am withered
like gras s : but thou , O Lord , sha lt
endure for ever , and thy remembra nce
un to all generati ons."

AFTE R illustra ting the nature of
the immutability of God, and

stating the considerat ions which prove
that this is an attribute essential to
thfe Divine character , and shewing
how conducive a steady a»d lively
belief of it is to peace of mind , the
preac her -concluded as*follows*:

44 The immutab ility of God afford **
a str iking c&nt raftt to thfc everr-v«*fyi»g
condition of man*. GtodV iwrt are m

Last wee k Mr. Le Cierc brou ght
me yobr Treatise on the Education of
Children , * trans lated into Dutch, for
which valuabl e present accept my
best thanks . My wife and daughter
have read it attenti vely. When- they
had finished it, 1 perus ed it from the
beginnin g to the end. We all highly
appr ove it. The eminen t man , I be-
fore ment ioned , desires me to presen t
to you his best regards ;

Farewell my excellent friend .
Yours, affectiona tely,

P. k UMBORCH.

* Ci Some Thou ghts concernin g- Edu ca-
tion ," which rea ched a Fou rth edition in
1699. This Treat ise was firs t pub l ished
in 1693, and dedicat ed to the Auth or's
friend , Mr. Clarke , of Chi pley, to- whom
the substance of the book had been com-
rounicated in letters , to assist him ia the
education of his son.

One of Mr. Locke 's forei gn biograp hers
says of these Pe nse es sur V Education des
JSrifans , " Ce livre estima ble a ete trad uit
en Francoi s, en Allemand , en Hollando is
et en Flamand *' (This excellent war k
has been tran slated into French , Germany
Dutch and Flemish. ) Nonv. Diet. H$#t ;
Paris , 1772. IV . p# 131,

3pV

incorru pti ble an d et erna l  ̂ man's na-
tu re is fra iL aod perishing: God 's
purp ose is withou t the shad ow of a
chan ge; man 's pur pose is fleeting as
his sensations , and varia bl e as the
circumstances which induce them.
All which God designs must be fuK
filled ; but man 's intent ions, even his*
noblest and his steadiest , are often
brought to a swift and eternal close.

" H o>v striking are the pro ofs which
the passing hour constantl y bring s u&
of the frailty of man ! How little;
dependence can be placed on any;
thing that is human ! How bad cies*
i» the hope which rests even on all
tha t is most noble, dignified and
permanent in pur nature : on talen t},
integrity, experienc e, wisdom* l>enig^nity!

** It was at the commencement of
this very iiiotttli , last year, that tb±

Conotosion cfa Sertium >ti the Death of Si? Samuel Romilly .  \ 3
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natio n was plunged in mourning for
the loss of the illustriou s Princess ,
who, because her excellences com-
manded the respect , was lamente d by
the hear ts of a free peop le. The be-
ginn ing of the present month is marked
by the death of a per son age who acted
on the theatre of life a most distin-
guished and import ant part , and who
is assoc iated, in our imag ination , with
all of what we can conceive as vene-
rable , noble, wise anci good.

" It were an absur d attem pt in me
to endeavour to d raw the character ,
whether publi c or priv ate , of Romill y
—I who hav e been but most tran -
sientl y in his society ; who have en-
joyed but rarel y the privileg e of lis-
tening to the impre ssive accents of his
voice, and who know no more of him
than all the nation know s, that he
-was, in the truest sense of those words ,
a husband , a father , a patriot !

" Who will put his trust in man ,
or antici pate with confidence the ac-
complishment of the noblest purposes
of the noblest of his race ? Were the
ri ghts of the nation with daring or
with subtle hand invaded , every one
expected to find Romil ly in the fore-
most rank of its defenders ! Was the
private citizen oppressed ? He looked ,
and he never looked in vai n, to Ro-
mill y. Was the man of misfortune
weighed down to the dust by sorro w
succeeding sorrow , bitter and mor e
bitter : did the walls of his prison
deepen th e wretched ness of his heart ,
dist racted by expectations blasted ,
property lost , child ren beggared ,
home despoiled of its comforts and
in desolation —the voice, the name
of Romill y forbade him to despair.
Touched by his hand , the door of his
prison ope ned, and , recalled by him
to hope and to exertion , he held on
his w ay, if not rejoicing, at least with
cheering anti cipations of the future .
Even the poor criminal blessed him ,
and had more cause to bless him than
he comprehend ed ; for he would have
made the law which doom ed him to
a violent death , the destro yer , not of
his life, but of his vices !

** The great man who has been
snatched thus suddenl y from useful -
ness an d life, by a d ispensation so
tremendous , was not only a man of
princi ple, but was so nobl y distin-
guished for adherence I q pri nciple,
that basen ess itself would bave blushed

at the attempt to lure him fro m thfe
path of rectitude - Incor ru ptible in-
tegrity was the card inal virtue of his
life. Of the cause of reform he was a
temperate , but firm , stead y and en-
lightened ad vocate. Attached to the
glorious institutions of his country, he
thoug ht , and he j ustl y thou ght , that
the best evidence he could give of his
veneration for them was to endeavou r
to make them in practice what they
are in theory , and to remove the cor-
ru ptions , by the influence of which
the whole intention of thei r founder s
is frus tra ted . When , in his place
amon g our legislators , he spok e on
this subj ect , the ear drank in his
words with greediness , and the un-
derstanding, which was not convinced ,
was enli ghtened by his arguments ,
and the will , which was not altered
from its purp ose, was at least shake n
in its confidence. While in his im-
pressive manner he poured forth the
thou ghts of his luminous and experi -
enced mind , all who listehed to him ,
felt that they flowed not onl y from an
unclouded intellect , but from a pure
heart. And th is, on all occasions , his
political opponents were emulous to
acknowled ge. I say opponents , for
enemies he had none .

** That reform which he endea-
voured to effect in the House , of which
he was so distinguis hed a member ,
he wished with equal earnestness to
extend to our penal code. In thi s
work of humanity and justice he was
an indefati gabl e labourer. No tro u-
ble how interminable soever deterred
him—no failure wearied him. It was
as thoug h the defeat which would
have extinguished the zeal of others ,
served but to feed the flame of his
benevolence.

" The names of his oppone nts in
this cause , will go down to posterit y,
at least to a certai n distance, with his
own , affordin g an instructive contrast.
Gradual ly, however, the shades of
oblivion will deepen on those " un-
honoured " nam es, till , to the succeed -
ing generations of men, they will be
as though they had never been—the
best fate their best frien ds can wish
them—while he will have ta ken his
place among those illustrious dead
who will live in the memory of the
wise and good , till the last record of
our country shall have perish ed, to
guide the youthful and to animate the

14 Conclusion of a Sermon on the Death of Sir Samuel Romilly.



experi enced philanthr opist, associated
with More, Raleigh, Bacon , Ham p-
den , Sydney, Miltou , Fox and Fran k-
lin. ¦ ¦ ,

** Of the folly and wicked n ess of
that usurpation which attempts to
hold in bondage the understanding
and the consci ence, and with bold and
impious intrusion to interp ose between
the mind of man and its Creator , lie
was deeply sensible. Hi s views of
religious liberty were the enlarg ed
and enlightened pr incip les of the
Christian philosopher. Those princi-
ples* who could illustrate • or defend
like him ! How often , while d welling
on th is theme , has he fi lled our hearts
with admiration , and poured light and
conviction on minds , the profou ndness
of whose ignorance, and the invete-
racy of whose prej udices, have served
but to bri ghten the glory of his vic-
tory ! How often has his mild and
dignifi ed rebuke shamed the political
rel igionist , and the religious bigot ,
from thei r unhallowed purp oses, and
tau ght the friends of the abo lition of
all pains and penalt ies inflicted on
account of reli gion, that in enlisting
him in their cause , they engaged not
an advocate merel y, but a man—ac-
quainted with the princi ples of his
own nature , honouring and . fearing
his God, and , there fore, respecting
and holding sacred the rights of his
creatures.

" After the slumber of years , the
monster Persecuti on, as if ro used by
the strange sounds which were at tliat
time heard in a neighbouring coantry 9
started fro m its lair , and issued forth ,
with fan gs alread y died in blood , to
its wonted work. Its first step (for
it never moves but to destr oy ) was
death ; but that fi rst step caught the
eye of Rom illy, watchful from his
elevate d stati on for the welfare of his
race, and the cry of its fi rst victim
reached across the ocean to his ear.
It was as if, in reward for his unex-
ampled efforts in the cause of bene-
volence, the God of mercy had arm ed
that man with a portion of his own
power. He spake—the monster
paused :—he stretched out his hand
to crush it—it was no more.

" Ami now he himself is silent in
the dust * His purpo ses and his works *
are bro ught to a sudden and mournful
ter minat ion. That he whose reason

was so clear and strong ; whose views
were ko enlarged ; whose feelings were
ao generous ; whose passions were so
well controlled ; whose heart , the dis-
cipline of so many years of joy and
sorrow and vicissitu de and pri vat ion
should seem to hav e t rain ed to endu-
rance , should have been unable to
susta in the calamit y with which he
was visited, terribl e as it was, may
appear inex plicable. But if we do
not know from experien ce, we may
learn sufficientl y from exam ple, the
utter impotence of philosoph y when
the bit terness of sorrow invades the
heart , and especiall y when it is made
to see and feel and . dwel l upon that
desolatio n , which the wither ing hand
of deat h can prod uce, and near winch
no hope of earthl y ori gin can tak e
root and blossom. And religion,
where was th y sustaining ener gy ;
where were th y divine consolat ions ?
Was he a st range r to th y natu re ?
Did be not know th y sweetness and
th y power ? He did. At the thro ne
of his heavenl y Father he was a secret ,
and there is every reason to believe,
a devout worshi per ; and in his closet,
when no earthl y eye was on him , his
though ts ascended above the thi ngs
of earth , and dwelt on immortalit y. *
This we know. But why that fever
of the brai n should have been per -
mitted to assail htm , ari d suddenl y and
completel y to obliter a te from his
mind all memory that he was a father,
a pat riot and a Christ ian , we do not
know. It becomes us to be still , and
to remembe r that there is One who
knowet h the end from the beginn ing.

" And we need all the consolation
which this truth is capable of impart -
ing. We were looking forward with
del ight to the exertions of th is highly-
gifted individual , in the approa ching
meeting of the legislators of our coun-

* ci There were found among* the private
paper s of this admirable man several
pray ers in his own hand -writin g-, which
appea r to have been composed by himsel f,
an d to have been used by him in his pri vate
devotion s, together with some papers con-
tain ing his re flections on var ious rel igious
top ics, so as to place, beyond all question ,
the fact, that his mind , wonderfull y as it
was occupied, was not inatten tive to sub-
jects of this nature . This I ha ve learnt
from authority, upon the correctnes s, of
which I can depend ,"

Conclusion of a Sermon on the Death of Sir Samuel JRomilly. \5



try * Our hearts were cheerful. We
saw that he had succeeded in exciting
such a general and deep interes t in
the cause both of the youth ful and of
the aged poor , in the cause of the
pris oner , in the cause of the cr iminal ,
in the cause of the persecu ted and
oppressed of all classes and all climes,
th at the claims of hum anity and jus-
tice must have become known , and ,
therefore , have been acknowledged.
We saw, assembling around him to
aid his exertio n s, men whose name is
honour , whose coun tenance is strength,
and whose union is victory. When
we fi rst heard of his death , our hearts
sunk within us. We felt as thoug h
the very foundation of the fabric of
mercy , which we saw rising up in
majesty and strength , were suddenl y
and completel y destroyed . Never till
that moment did we appear to our-
selves to have recogn ized the tr ue
extent of his influence in promoting
the cause of knowledge, libert y and
benevolence in general : and never
til l then did we seem to have estimated
it properl y, even in regard to those
part s of the great cause which he
Selected for his peculiar care. We
felt as thoug h the cause must now
indeed stand still . But we know it
•cann ot he. Its advancement does not
diepend on human agency alone , other -
wise it might fail. Man is but the
instr ument ; God 's is the master- ha tic)
that directs it. One instrument may
fail in effecting so much as we ex>
pected, but it accomplishes its allotted
work , and the.p. gives place to others,
whose operation is more effectua l.
The labou re rs , covered with honour ,
rest fro m their work -% the work goes
on* He whose work it is, and who
has the sole direction of it , is immu-
table and omni potent . And , as it
regards the present, we see that it
must go on, for we see the aew in-
str uments which he has raised up to
promote it. We knoyv ' the spir its
fi nely touched , and to fine issues,'
which remain to us, the associates arwl
coadjuto rs of that noble spirit which
has left our world. They will prove ,
by emulati ng its conduct , th at they
possess a kindred natu re, an d ar e
worth y to rejoin it in tj iat celestial
wor ld \w which the flame of benevo-
lence will ' glow ware nleudily aud
bri ghtly; and the him fa$ Mffi&it ,

because knowledge will be unmixed
with err or, and excellence unim paired
by frailty •!"

10 Voters in the Suiters' H all Synod* 1719*

Sir. Nov. 3, I BIS.
AMONG the many claims which

the Monthl y Repository has
upon the favour of the public , I con-
sider , as not the lea&t important , that
it conta ins 50 many historical aud bio-
grap hica l notices, that w ill be found
of the greatest ser v ice to any future
h istorian of Nonconformit y. But
where shall we find a man with the
researc h of Neal, or the extensi ve
biogra phical information of Ca lamy,
who, as a collector an d pub lisher of
ori ginal biograp hy, is surp assed only
by his contemporary and antagoni st,
the Oxford anti quary , and the veteran
in thei r purs uits of the present day,
the learn ed and laborious Author of
the " Literary Anecdotes of the
Eighteenth Centur y " ? I wish to ob-
tain permission to have recor ded on
your pages, the nam es of the minist ers
who voted on the famous question * of
the year 1719, at Salters ' Hall . The
names of those who were on the side
of freedom of inqu iry are e^iven in the
Memoirs of Whiston. * The following
list vari es onl y in one point , namel y,
in wantin g the name of John Shef-
field , which stands next to that of
Dr. Oldfield in Whiston 's catalogue.
The two lists are preserved in some
famil y memoirs , by a gentleman who
was long. a very respectable and judi -
cious member of Dr. Benson 's congre-
ga tion, with whose account of the
affai r in questio n the n ames may b£
introd uced.

" In the year 1719, the Dissenters
having been at ease for a few years
since the death of Queen Anne , began
to quarr el among thems elves about
orth odoxy in speculation . Some hot-
headed people at Exeter opened the
scene, spurred on by two or three
over-zealousl y affected min ister * in
London ; which occasioned an assem-
bl y of divines of the Three Denomi-
nations of Prot estant Dissenters  ̂ to
meet nfc Sahe re' Hal l, in prder to send
pacific advices to the people at Exeter.
But a great num ber of the mmfotera ,
wot content with sendin g thei r advice,
1 ¦. «" ' ¦¦¦ii».| Ii ... — ..i ) .i ii-i , 1 1  —— I —- .i «.¦¦... ¦¦*» ¦ f —.-¦—-»¦. . ¦ ¦ -¦, —..— ¦¦ -  ̂ -¦-¦ m m *  ¦—,¦¦ ¦¦
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wf&et $wr ttckbqg th$?eto & s^crij p-
ikxi to their c^ijytQim $wi 45jti jtt|f in
re?pe $t to wfrat ;is commonly called
thje ICriiaity y m  word s of human form
and invention ; viz. in the words of

conclusion of Jj ie debate it was carried
by a, |u^orit ^y iqf ^ix, [Whisto  ̂rsays
four,] m near ope hundre d ajid Ijwej &y
agai nst siibscrifcingi r - ': 'A lear pea aip
pidus b^hopl Bf. BeUjtyiM ftosftMSk

t^e {first of the Thirty-nine Ar ticles
of the Church of Eng land , and the
answers to the fifth and sixth ques-
tions in the Assembly 's Catechism.
Tliis occasioned great and tumultuary
disputes and alter qatiojis,: opt pro per
to be mentioned , b^t what has alway s
happened (with shame be it spoken)
in ecclesiastical meetings of all sects
and ^narH pA' of Christians. At Yh#»

Wh ^ had been Waited several years
liirnsel  ̂

by seveHl of Ms owti ^fergj ^
f or pr nirting and preaclnn g a^pii^tJp^r-
secutioii iti mattdrs of JC^ligion, iwak
pleased to >ay on this occasion, th t̂
it was flife ^fir^t corivdcattiott 6y assem-
bly of divines , since the time of the
apostles, fliat hnd car ried a question
for libert y.- 1 •

Agamst requiring Su bscrtp
'' tion.

John Oldfiel d
John Bluing 's ley
Will tam JIarri s
Simon Brown
Joh n 'Erans
Joha Hu gLes
Thomas Sleigh
John Sa vage
Samuel Wri ght
Benjatnin Orosvenor
Joh n Kaldiff
Saanuel Rosevyell
Jos. J enkin s
Moses Lowman
Jos. Burrough s
Joh n tlqg-mai
Thomas Leavenb y
Geor ge Smith
Lewis Douglas
Jere . Hunt
Samuel Baker
Tbom a« Petkin
John Gale
Isaac Kimbe r
Clerk Olds worthy
Richard fRigby
7'hqmaa Kirb y
Edwar d Bearu e
Sam uel Ch andler
WiUiani Sheffield
Nathani el Hodges
Robert Billio
Thomas Slate r
Jame s Read
Henr y Riead
William Hooker , Jun ,
Ki^bard Biscoe
Jos. Benuet
Benja min Avei;y
Jos. Baker
B. Andrews Atkinson
Gab riel Barber
Nathaniel Lard ner
William ilac»nib

Samuel Savage
Samuel Hioflimore
Robert Lamb
Amos Har rison
John Bradley
Samuel Clark e
Daniel Burg ess
John Cornish
Thomas Newman
Qinntus Naylor
John Sherman
Richard Parkes
Samuel OJdfiehl
John Cambden
J ffttha niel Fox well
Joh n Conde r
Th omas Simmor«4i
David Jennings
John Eaton
Ob. Hughes
Arthu r Shallett
Richard Tuddema
E. Roscoe
James Richa rdson
Matthew Kendal l
William Bush
Chris topher Taylo
Th omas Cott on

For Subscril
Je remiah Smith
William Lorimer
Samuel Pomfret
William Tong*
B. Robinson
Thomas Reynolds
Thomas Bradbury
Jos . Hill
Thomas Har rison
Daniel Wilcox
Joli p,, Newman
Jabez Earl e
Thomas Lloyd
James Wood
George Davy4 Joh n Skeepe
John Sladen

William Cur tis
James Math ews :

;V | Za: Merr ill 
¦ " ' . 7 ' ;

Joli h Beaumont
' Fi-ancis Frefcmaii ' /

David Rees
Thomas M Hchell '
John Nesbit ' : 7

. Robert Bmgge
Matthew CleKk
Thomas Rid^ley ^Joh n Noble
Joh n Asty
Ed ward Wall in
Joh n Faxon

' Ja. Alde rson
John Cu mmin g*
Joh n Killing-hal l
Ja. Galloway
J. Lewis
Thomas I>ewhurst
Isaac Bates
Mar k Key
William Cha pitfan
Samuel Harris
Thomas Masters
Edward Ridgway -
Abrah am Mulli net-
Will iam Hookey Sen '.

Pastors in the Country .
William Busline!I '
Stephen Cris p
Pete r Goodwin
Geor ge Burnett

Preac hers Licenced.
Hoi man Hood
William M'Clatch y ,
Phili p Gibbs
William ftehsoa
J ohn Tomin s
Pete r Bradb u»y < . - . ¦ '*
Thomas Charl toa "
Henry Francis
Jos. Tate
Richard Glover
Emanuel Ellerken.

' 1 ' . ' • - '
' ' • •!¦•" -

The reader may find accounts of
moat Qf the j>qr *pos in both tfiese Uats»
^by tur ning \\p the I n dex of Wilson's
<VDissentin g ClhUfche^." The pro-

mised continua tion of that val uable
work ia mudh desired ; and by no one
more than by your presen t Corr «-
apondent , A. B. SY.

Vot$F#,p i$e  ̂ i f

vol.* xiv- *>



Gloucester,
Sir , December 9, 1818.

IF the following articles be deemed
worth yof a place in your intel ligent

Miscellany , have the goodness to in-
sert them in your next Numb er. Pr ior
to their perus al, it is ri ght that the
reader should be informe d, that the
Unita rian Christi an Chur ch in th is
city has a Sunday school, consisting
of nea rl y seventy children , boys and
girls. To defray the expense of it,
recou rse has been had , of late years ,
to the celebr ati on of an ann iversary
about this time of the yea r, not ice of
which is given to the public by bills
anno uncing the same, and containin g
select hymns, to be sung on the occa-
sion, with an intimation , or at least
under an understood expectation , of a
collection at the door of the chap el.
These steps being taken as usual , and
due prep arations made for the purpos e,
the Editor of the Gloucester H era ld
thoug ht proper to insert the lette r,
signed " A Chr istia n," in his paper ,
beari ng date the 5th instant , the day
hef ore the annive rsa ry, but pu bl ished
the preceding night. The Hand bill
an nexed to the Letter was circul ated
as speedily as could well be before
Sund ay, and on Sunday evening the
observation s were made upon it, which
I hav e add ed to the other papers .

N, B. The title and motto before
the letter , are usual ly placed at the
head of one of the columns in the
Gloucester Hera ld.

" The Christian Heral d.
tc Fear God, honour the King* . '*

" To the Editor.
4€ Sir ,—I feel it my duty to caution

your rea ders not to atten d the anniver -
sary of the Un itarian Sunda y schools,
as they have been invit ed by public
handbills * I conceive that those
schools cannot be conscientiousl y sup-
ported , (excejft by the members of
that peculiar society, ) for the follow-
ing simple rea sons :—¦

** 1. Because if a Churchma n , or a
Methodist , or a Tr initarian Dissente r,
be correct in his interpretation of the
Bible, every person who may contr i-
bute to support the Unitari an schools,
-will contribut e to the support and
diffusion of grea t, fund amental and
destructive error s,

€l & Because (in additi on to the

national and other weekly schools)
there are now in this city * four Sun-
day schools belong ing to the Church
of England , and four t others which
agree with us in teaching the essential
doctrines of Redem ption th roug h the
blood of Christ , and sanctification by
the Holy Spir it. These schools are
able and willing to receive all the
poor childre n of Glouceste r, and have
a sacred right to every shillin g which
a believer in the holy Trinit y may be
asked to contribute to an Unitarian
school .

" It is not my disposition to mak e
illiberal reflections. If the frequenters
of the chapel in Barton-street , be in-
deed persuaded that th ey can find
their way to the * love of God' with-
out * the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the fellowship of the Hol y
Ghost ,' let them bring up their chil-
d ren in the nurture and admonition
of—Sochi us ; but let it not be ex-
pec ted that we should join them in
teaching the childr en of our neigh-
bours to * tread under foot the Son
of God, count the blood of the cove-
nant an unhol y thing, and do despite
to the spirit of grace. '

" I am, Sir , &c.
" A CHRISTIAN "

The public are respectfull y assur ed
that the letter to the Editor of the
Gloucester Herald , in the paper .-of
to-day , respecti ng the Unitarian Sun-
day school , is replete with inaccurate
sta temen ts, erroneous rep resentations.
and unfounde d insinuations. The mi-
nister of the Unitarian chapel pledges
himself to prove this to be the case
to any who wil l have the goodness to
hear him from his own pul pit. A
slight notice only can be taken of the
letter to-mor row evening, but oppor-
tunit y will be offered to discuss the
subject more full y on the fol lowing
Sunday evening, and durin g the win-
ter months.

The Unitarians do not teach their
child ren any controvert ed doctrrn es
whatever , and on the evening of their
anniversary nothin g will be said that

"V

? " Attached to the Church es of St. Mary
de Crypt , St. John 's, St. Michael' s and St.
Ni cholas ."

f " In connex ion with the Ind ependen t,
the Methodist , Lady Hun tarigTl onV and
Baptist Cha pels."

!$ Inst ance iff Bigotry at Gloucester.



can offend the conscience of the most
scrupul ous Tri nitar ian .

THE OPH ILUS BROWNE .
December 5, 181 &.

Address to the Congregation , which was
very  large and resp ectable* on the
evening of December 6, 1818.

My Christian Brethren ,
In rep ly to the letter which ap-

peared in the H erald of yesterday , I
would beg leave to assure you , in the
first place , that we, the mem bers of
this congregation , do not pretend to
find our way (as it is stra ngely ex-
pres sed) to the love of God without
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ,
and the fellowshi p of the Hol y G host
or ftol y Spirit. W hether the love of
God signifies our iove of him , or his
of us, (which is uncerta in ,) we are
convinced that his love is not to be
acquired , unless we strive to imbibe
the true genuine Christian temper ,
which we unde rstand to be meant by
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ;
and we are very sensible that such
feeble, frail creatures as we are , stan d
greatl y in need of the en lighteni ng,
suppor ting and directing assistan ce of
the Spirit of our God, We do not in
general use the form alluded to as a
valediction at the close of our devo-
tion, becau se we think there is good
ground to believe that the apostle re-
ferred , in the last clause of it, to the
extraordinary an d miraculous gifts and
endowments bestowed upo n believers
in the very first age of the Christi an
church , and wh ich have long since
entire ly ceased . Taking the clause to
convey the sense of such guidance and
direction as may be now and at all
times humbl y hoped for from above,
we have no objection , in the smallest
degree , to the use of it.

2. We do not bring up our own or
our neighbours ' children in the nurture
and ad monition of Soeinus. With this
person we do not agre e in some ma-
teria l points , and if we did in all his
opinions, we should not wish to be
cal led iiis followers. He was a learned ,
and , upon the whole, an excellent man ;
but we look upon ourselves as no more
belonging specifical ly to him t han we
do to Pau l, or Pete r, or A polios. We
profess to be the disciples of Jesus
Christ , and look upon him as, under
God, our proper Master, Teacher and
Guid e.

- 3. We are persuaded that what the
writ er of the Epistle to the Hebrews
says, x. 29, of tread ing under foot the
Son of God, &c, was and is applicab le
only to the avowed and determ ined
opposers and despisers of J esus Christ
and his religion, apost at es from his
cause , and wilful violaters of his com-
mands ; and we cannot but esteem it
as contrary as possible to the true spirit
of Christianity , to charg e us with any
thing so grossly impious and wicked.

We purpose to have evenifiglecture s
every Sunday in this place durin g the
winte r month s ; and if you , my Chris -
tian bre thren , would be pleased to at-
tend , we would inform you exactly
what pur sentiments are, and lay before
you the grounds and reasons of our
faith. We make a point of not teach -
ing the child ren of the Sunday School
those doctrines which are mat ters of
dispute and con t roversy amongst Chris -
tian s. Our advice to them is uniforml y
this : " Be guided by your par ents so
long as you are children , but when
you grow up and become men and
women , inquire and jud ge for your*
selves to the best of your knowled ge
and ppwer , with a single eye to the
truth and in the fear of God ." As
your parents think pro per to put you
under our cave, we will do the best
for you we are able, but we will not
prej udice or bias your minds for or
against any part y or denominat ion of
Christians.

I hope this may suffice , for the pre -
sent, to convince our brethren tha t we
are not those vile and worthless beings
that we have been represented to be;
and that , notwithstan ding what has
been said again st us, you will be so
kind as to assist us, by your generous
contribu tions in our labour of love, in
bring ing up the child ren of our School
in the nurture and admonition —not of
Soeinus, you may rely upon it, but of
one very far superior to him, even
Jesus Christ , our blessed Lord and
Saviour.

Sir , Nov. 3, 1818.
MR. Professor Mon k, in his pam-

phlet on the subject of the Bo-
tanical Pro fessorship at Camb ridge,
more than insinuates that neith er Sic
Isaac Newton nor John Locke are to
be reckoned among Anti-Trinita rians.
I wish the question were set at reftt,
and it were stiewn whether, and hpw

Newton an<t* Locke, Anti-Trinitarians. l£



wMi ^BV* «.

H oetiwood,
October 1% 1818 .

"f\N Sunday the 1st instant , being
%J " the festival of AH Saints , a solemn

high mass tvas celebrated in the new
Roman Catholic Chapel in Edinbu rgh ,
with grea t magnificence. The Ri ght
B&V. Bishop , Dr. Pattersoi i, offici ated
if t p&iitifivtolibus, sptettdMly clothed in
pafpte and gold1, with a golden* mitre
aafr<J crosier. H  ̂Was Assisted by several
piieSt** in sacerdotal habi ts. Afte r the
epidffcf atnd gospel had been ehaunted ,
tti6 'vetterHabl£ and learned metropolita n
Bishop, Dr. Carrieroii , delivered an ap-
propriate discourse. The sacred orator
dt^elt with eoitt piafcency upon that tru e
eV&n gelicaf spirit which at present difc
fuses itself throughout the Christian
wbrl dy especially the Brit ish empire.
Me aptl y observed , that * the fire -
bran d of discord , persecution and fana-
ticism, amon g the followers of Christ ,
\vas for ever extinguished ; that it was
no linger a matte r of acrimonious con-
tenff ion between Christians , whether
they belong to the Church of Eng land
or of Rome, Lutheran or Calvinistic,
but that all true believer s in the inef
fd ble f HysterieS of th£ ever- glorious and
adbrfcbre iTrinity unite themselves under
tft ie tri umphant banners of the cross ,
ini oWfer to combat inanfull y  the ob-
noxious dhd banefu l tenets of Socini ^
ahijf ii and infide lity , which are so in-
dustrfa nisfy disseminated b y the pseudo-
philosop hers of this degenera te age.1
The learned pYelate concluded by ex-
hortin g his flock * to be guided by the
torc h of faith, ^vvhose res plendent ray s
alone illufan e the celestial path to the
heavenly Jerusalem. '

44 The music for the mass was very
gran d, being the celebrated composi-
tion of Mt>zar t for the Imperial Cjbapel
in Vienria. The chttir ttfas 1 conducted
by Mt .Corr y, of Lotidbft , aftd tfhe whole
ivas perf brvtte& with grfcat jtldgttMint
knd effect. The ch^ptel ^as ^ro \vd«d
tb excess bv people df the Ar ^t t^nik
aHiif fSrtshi bn, of evety r£%tous den c^
iSiftkiitftrii , eV^ft few* ahd «<«ik^rt ;

every one seemed anxiou s to assist at
the first solemra mass that hay ^Kdeii
celebrate d in Edinburg h sin^e tlie
days of the unfortunate Mar y, Qufeen
of Scotland. 11

The above account is extracted from
a St. James 's Chronicle of the presen t
week, and I think describes one of the
finest d isplays of the spieridbrtrs or
fopperies of Roman Catholi c worshi p
that has been witnessed in this country
since the R eformation. As the cere -
monies attendant upon high mass, in
all its ancient grandeu r , wit h tfrfe ir
various attractions for the eye am! ettrf
hav e appeared once again among st us,
it may well be ex pected that proces-
sions of saints and relics will soon fte
seen in our streets ', and I see no reason
to object to this : let them come, vtfith
aH their tinsel and their gauds ; in ' the
19th century we may surel y vent ur e to
predict , from such ridicuibus disp lays,
a more speed y downfal of the super *
stttion which brings them forward .
Gross absurdities cannot long bea r the
increasing light of these days ! To {pro -
long thfeir existence, they should be
exhibited within the gloom y walfe of
convents , and in those seats of enforced
ignorance , where the preciou s fruit of
the tree of knowled ge still remains a
f orbidden thing.

Unitarians may, I think , be pro ud to
find how dangerous and alarming their
doctri nes appear to the inf allible suc-
cessors of Peter ; to see their metro -
pol itan call not only upon th ose ttfhom
he esteems the true believers, but upon
the Church of England , the Lutherans
and the Calvinists , all lesser heretics, to
unite themselves in one band again st
them 1 He tells us that we are formi-
dable , when he exhorts the1 thousa nds
and tens of thousands who profess the
var ying and ana thematizin g crfceds of
discordant sects to come forward With
him, and u combat manfu lly" with So-
cinidnism and infidel ity, for With Dr.
Came ron , as with many othefs, ttiese
ter ms are represented as nearl y syn6-
Wymous ; and we will hail their Coining.
Free and fai r disctisaion is what we
earnestly desi i4^ ; and while soukd rea-
J&M , and clear Scrip tura l authd rity,
agai n jind again plainl y repeated in
fcvfcry book of the sacred writings , is
oti '«te r side, tve feAr not thej r ̂ mbattfe d
phulrtux , of wh^tt ^tet number it IWay
ednsi^. ythi U ihty ktH df a Wik up, as
now, against our tenets, and not. d£ in

f y a %  t&ose ^efebrat ^d tneti /departe d
f m nt% tfie sftmda ^d of modf e^af e  drtho -
«tei^ ;̂ which i**%ht< ei$ily be don e,
fi rst, by cdMtecting the evidence to
this ^ p^itit to be obtained fro iw their
own writings ; and , secondly, the ex-
ternal evidence.

BRE VIS.

W High Ma ^ dn Wd&itse6f 4< 
Sacin iaits" di Edinburgh.



old tinted against our persons and jSro - ]
ptrtiest we trot only Willingly, but 1
gfadly; ine^t tKeni ; - dnd if, m th£ en- 1
counter , we should find tha t the stron g ]
ai*m of Truth fights on their side, we *
Will readily, j oyfully  and thankfully
enlist ou rsel ves with them under her -
sacred bann er.

Th<*s£ must be the senti ments of
every sincere and consistent Unitarian :
arid th at a full and patient discussion
of all the points in which they differ
from their Christ ian brethren may
speedily ta ke place, and be carried on
by both parties in the spirit of meek-
ness and candour , is the earnest wish
of your .constant reader ,

MARY HUGHE S.
P. S. Will you permit me, before I

close this paper , to thake a few obser-
vat ions on the ver y interesting 1 account
given fn vou r last R eposi tory of the
late Mr. Thache r. [XIII. 717—720.]
I thin k , if Mr. Fearon himself, or , if such
there be, orue stiff less willing to al low
afiy degree of talen t or of virtue to ex ist
amoDfg our brethren on the other side
of the Atlantic , were to peruse it , ht
must confess that the Western Conti-
nent has produced a man whose cha-
racter does horvour to human nat ure ;
and that , when he was called to his
native skies, a surv ivor was not want-
ing, - full v able* with simple, forci ble
and hea rt -affecting eloquenc e, to bold
forth his bri ght example to the world .

But What chief! v induces me to no-
ti<*e this article * is the ver y striking
resemblance which , in character and
circumstances , in life and in dea th, the
subjee t of it bears to our lamented
fHend , Benjamin Goodier ; w hich I
think cannot but have forc ibly oc-
curred to the mind of every reader
tvfio had, like myself, the happ iness
6f being intim a tely acquai nted with
that excellent you ng mart.

Who that witnessed his conduct and
behaviour during any considerable part
6f th& four ij ears of illness which pre-
ceded his death , the great mental im-
provemen t that he matfe, and the
zealons and active exertions for the
toemefi t of his fellow-crea tures which
continually emp loyed him , even un der
such try iirg circumstanc es, could fail
€«» fce<* ill him ** a young man uncom-
monl y ri pe in under standing and vir-
tiu&r and ; though unwillingly, to an -
ticipate mk f ot him " €S6d had ap-

pointed an earl y immortalit y:" that
thou gh " sickness waste d his body, it
had no poweir over his spirit !" «that his
understa ndin g reta ined all its vigour,
a»d his heart gained nerr sensi bility.0
The next circums tan ce mentioned of
Mr. Tha chfer coincides, too, in a m~marka We degree : " his sufFerin gs called
forth an almost unpreced ented kind~
ness,'' (in different parts of this coun-
try , and aft erwards in a foreign land,)
in those wit h whom he associated,
" which fam ished him with new and
constant occasions of pious grati tude,
arnd perhaps he was never so thankfu l
to the Author of his being as durift ^
his sickness.
The parallel holds so enti re ly throu gh-

out almost every sentenc e, that I might
go on transcribing to the end of tfee
paper , and still imagine that it was
express ly writt en to commemorat e our
departed friend,so^>erfect i» all respects
is the resemblance. To tha t ad mira ble
paper , then , I refer the many who feel
a deep intere st in the remembranc e df
Mr. Goiter , as presentin g a likeness
of him Which cannot but be highly
gratif ying to^ their hea rt s.

Outrage at Edinburg h.—Late Secedkrs f r om the Church . ai

Sir ,

I 
KNO W not when I have been
more shocked than in readi ng the

account of the horri d execution at
Edinbu rgh, wner e a malefactor being
cut down from the gallows in a sta te
of insensibility , was restored to con-
scious animation by being bled by a
surgeon , and then hanged a second
time. This is pure vindicti ve justi ce.
But this is not the last nor the wotst
scene of the kind , if your corres pon -
dents who believe in both the resu r-
rection and destruction 6f the wicked,
be ri ght , I submit the casrc to their
moral sense.

Q.

Sir ,

A 
GREAT sensation has been ere*
ated in the Ch urch of England

by the late secession of several of its
ministers and members, distinguish ed
at leaat by thei r opulence. They are
ultra < evangelical, goin g bey ond the
Galvinists themse lves on the subject
of imputed righteousness aftd justifi-
cation by faith. They app cat not to
be all of the same mind, tout several
of them are said to be Airti -tnnitari an ^



den y ing the personal ity, and of course
the deity of the Hol y Spirit. Every
where they manifest great zeal and
wonderfu l pecun iary generosi ty ; build-
ing hand some places of wor ship at
th eir own charges , and carrying on
gra tuitous service. Their forms are
the same as those of other orth odox
Dissenters.

I have learn ed the following parti-
culars of the ir present state, which I
put down, that , if incof nect , some of
your correspo ndents may. set me right ,
and that others , knowing more , may
be temp ted to impart thei r informa-
tion .

Mr . Baring , a clergyman , of the
great mercantile family, has erecte d a
splendid chapel at Exeter , where he
offi ciates. He has anoth er , I believe,
at Taunton. The clergy prea ch and
publish aga inst him, and for a ti me
forget the Unitarians .

Mr. A rnold (the same, I suppose ,
referred to Vol. XIII . pp 724 and 754)

Thas also opened a room for worshi p at
Exeter . He is reputed to be higher
in orthodoxy tha n Mr. Baring.

Sir. Cowan, a popular clergyman ,
has long attracted at tentio n at Bristol,
by his secession, and is now building
a handsom e chapel in Great Georg e-
street, the most fashionable part of
the city.

Mr. Snow, another clerical seceder ,
has a chapel at Cheltenham * It was
repo rted that , becoming a Ba ptist ,
(several of his breth ren in the seces-
sion have become the same,) he would
be scarcel y ab le to continue in the
ch apel , which was erected for him by
a zealous Paedobaptist : I have latel y
heard a statem ent of the affair , which
is very creditable both to him and his
lay-patron.

Mr. Kemp, a countr y gentlema n, of
Sussex, formerl y M. P. for Lewes, has
erected chapel s at both Lewes and
Brig hton , the latter a fine building,
an d officiate s himself at both places,
but , it is said , with a deca y ing popu-
larity . A sister of his, a widow lady,
was acc ustomed to preac h a few years
ago in the hall of her mansion , not far
from Battle. She is said to have been
ver y eloquent. At a village in the
neighbourhoo d of Ditchling, a gent le-
man, form erl y in the army or navy , is
said to ha ve erected a chapel in the
same interest .

Mr. Evans, from the Church of
England , is the minister of the newly-
erec ted noble chapel , said to have cost
many thousands of pounds , in Doughty-
street , London . Of the stat e of his
congregat ion , and sty le of pre aching,
1 have not been informed .

Some of these gentlemen make, no
scruple , it is report ed, of recommend-
ing one of the Unitarian Tracts , viz.
Marsoms Impersona lity of the Holy
Ghost.

R. B.

E vely ns  Descr iptioj i of Incidents in the
beginning of tlte Reign of Char les II.

IT has been fashionable of late to
pour contempt upon the Puritans

and Nonconformist s of the 17th cen-
tury , as fanatics > but it might be shewn
that the fanat icism was not all on one
side. The following descri ption of a
piece of state *fanaticism is from the
pen of a courti er and an eye-witness :

" 1660, Jul y 6. His Majestic began
fi rst to touch f or the evil** according to
custome , thus : His Ma tie sittin g unde r
his State in y c Banquet ting House, the
Chirurgeons cause the sick to be
broug ht or led up to the throne , where
the y kneeling, y e K ing strokes their
faces or cheekes with both his han ds
at once, at which instan t a Cha plaine
in his formalities says, * He put his
hands upon them and he healed them.*
This is say<l to every one in particular.
When they have ben all touch 'cl they
come up againe in the same order ,
and the other Chap laine kneelin g, and
having Angel-gold t strung on white
ribbon on his arme , delivers them one
by one to his Ma tle, who puts them
about the necks of the touched as they
passe, whilst the first Cha plaine re-
peats, * That is ye true light who came
into y* world/ Then follower an
Epistle (as at fi rst a Gospel!), with the
Liturgy , prayers for the sick, with
some alteration , lastly y* blessing ;
and then the Lo. Chamberl aine and
Compt roller of the Household bring
a basin , ewer and towell, for his Matie
to wash." Evelyn's Diary , in Me-
moirs, 2, vols. 4to. Vol. I. pp. 323, 324.

* A prett y full historical account of this
Royal Farce may he seen in our VKIIth
Vol. pp. 5, 91, 232, 363. Ed.

-f " Pieces of money so called from
having tlie figure of an angel on them,'*

22 Evelyn s Descr iptio n of Incidents in the Reign of Char les ,11.



Oil the next page is an accoun t of
another merry spectacle for* the amuse-
ment of Charl es and his courtiers .
amon gst whom was the grave Evel yn: "

49 Sep. 13. I saw in Southwark , at
St. Marga ret 's Fa 'ire , monkies and
apes dance, and do other feates of
activity on y* high rope ; they were
gallantl y clad d, la mode, wen t up-
right , saluted the compan y, bowing
and pullin g off 1 their ha fts ; they sa-
luted one another with as good a
gra ce as if instructed by a dancing -
maste r ; they turn 'd heels over head
-with a bask et having eggs in it, with -
out breaking any ; also with lighted
candles in t heir hands and on thei r
heads , withou t extinguishing them ,
and with vesselfs of wate r without
spilling a drop. I also saw an I talian
wench daunce and perfor m all the
trick s on the high rope to admiration ;
all the Court went to see her. Like-
wise here was a man who tooke up a
piece of iron cann on , of about 400 lb.
weight , with the hai re of his head
onel y." Vol. I. p. 395.

In the page following is descri bed
another sight not less grati fying to the
Court.

" Oct. 17. Scot, Scroope , Cook
and Jon es, suffered for reward of their
iniqui ties at Char ing Crosse, in sight
of the place where they put to death
their natural Prince , and in the pr e-
sence of  the King, his sonn, whom
they also sought to kill. I saw not
thei r execution , but met their quar-
ters,, mangled and cutt and reekingf as
they  were brou ght f r o m  the gallows in
baskets on the hurdle * Oh the mira-
culous providence of God !" Vol. I.
p. 326.

The presence of Charl es II. at these
horrid ba r barities , perpet rated upon
some of the wisest and best of men,
[it is no longer treason to say so,] is a
new feat u re in his character , alrea dy
sufficientl y marked with the wors t
vices and crimes of human nat ure.
The amiable and virt uous Evel yn , too,
behel d the spectacle with pious ex-
ultation : in the same temper he re-
cord s in his Diary , Jan. 30, l66l , the
brut al, sava ge proceedi ng of tearing
up the dead bodies of Cromwell ,
Bradshaw and I reton , and exposing
them on the gallows at Tyburn , from
nine in the morning till six at night!
The violator * of the sanct uary of the
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tomb were probabl y mistaken in the
bod y of the Pro tector : but what times,
what mann ers !

Loyalty was now become a passion,
and good men , while they secret ly
deplored Charl es's vices, were in some
measure and oh prin ciple participes
criminis. The return of " the good
old times" brou ght back the court
celebration of the Ep ip hany 9 or
Twelfth-day : the restoratio n of the
day is thus descri bed by the above-
named accurate Jou rnalist i—

lt  1669, 6 Jan . This evening, ac-
cordin g to costome, his Maj esty open ed
the revells of that night by th rowing
the dice himselfe in th ie priv y cham-
ber , where was a table set on purpos e,
and lost his 100/. (The yea re before
he won 1500/. ) The ladies also pi a ied
very deepe. I came away when the
Duke of Ormoncl had won about
1000/., and left them still at p assage^cards, &c. At other tables, bot h there
and at ye Groom -porter 's, observing
the wicked folly and monstr ous ex-
cesse of passion amon gst some loosersi
sorry I am that such a wret ched cos-
tome as play to that excesse should
be countenanc 'd in a Cour t, which
ought to be an example of virtue to
the rest of the kingdome." Vol. I.
p. 344.

A few days after *' there was a
general fast," and the preacher , before
the House of Commons , shewed " how
the neglect of exacting justi ce on of-
fenders was a maine cause of God's
pun ishing a land ,1" meanin g, as Eve-
lyn explains, th at there were some of
the regicides not yet hewed in pieces.
How much the King was edified by
" this solemn fast' * is not recorded ,
but the entry of the next day, Jan ,
16, is, " This night was acted befor e
his Matle « The W idow/ a lewd p lay "

Evel yn relates nothing more of
the operation of the black Bartholo -
mew act , than th at (1669, Aug. £0,)
•* There were strong guards in the
citty thi s day, apprehending some
tumults , man y of the Pre sbyterian
Ministe rs not confor ming."

The book , though a private Diary,
is a commenta ry on the history of the
most Religious King, as he was de-
scribed by the Church , in her pra yers
to heaven.



The Nonconfo rmist.
No. VI.

On the Cause of Nonconfo rmity as con-
nected with the Interests of general
Literatu re.

rXIH E spirit of resistance to eccle-
JL siastical domination, which con-

stituted the aera of the Reformation,
was unquestionably coeval with such
gigantic strides in the inarch of intel-
lect, as to make compensation, in a
great degree, for the sloth and retro-
gression of preceding ages > nor will
it be den ied by any, except the dis-
ciples of that Chju rch, whose supre-
macy was invaded in the glorious
contest, that Protestantism was, at
that period, identified in its interests
and prospects, with all those literary
pursuits which tend to expand and
dignify the human understanding. If,
then, that cause of Nonconformity of
which we profess ourselves the advo-
cates, is neither more nor less than
Protestantism carried on and pursued
to its genuine consequences, we sh all
have little hesitation in concluding,
without having recourse to historical
induction, that English Nonconfor-
mity has been, upon the whole, ser-
viceable to the cause of English lite-
ratu re. To this conclusion, however,
we must not expect a hasty assent
from that large portion of our fellow-
christiaus, who, with the celebrated
Commentator upon the laws of En-
gland , ingeniously and candidly resol ve
the caus€*s of Nonconformity into
" weakness of intellect," M misdirected
piety," ** perverseness and acerbity of
temper," and " a proapeet of secular
advantage in herding with a party"-—
qualities, from which no flowers of
genius, no fru i ts of learning, could
consistently be expected to spring.
To this elegant but undiscriminating
encomiast of English legislators, and
to thousands who, like him, draw
their information and their spirit from
no purer sources than the acrid fount
of test laws aud prose liptive statutes,
the principles and conduct of Non-
conformists present nothing but an
arrogatioji of superior ^apctity, an ab-
stinence from the most innocent and
tasteful recreations, and f an ignorant
contempt of those sublime products $f
the imagination, and those venerable
works of art which tend to mould and

foster Jafty thoughts, and to embellish
and refine the social state- The ub^
prejudiced student of English history
will ppt, however, be deceived by
such partial and superficial estimates
either of the mental or inoral qualities
of that illustrious band, who have
extorted from an adversary the metao-
rable confession, that to their efforts
England stood indebted for the pre-
servation of the precious spark of civil
liberty, as well as of religious iuder
pendence, '* which two th ings," as
Milton observes, *« God hath insepa-
rably knit together, aad hath dis-
closed to us, that they who seek to
corrupt our religion, are the same that
would enthral our civil liberty,"
From those who have successfull y
resisted the unhallowed usurpations
of priests and statesmen, upon the
highest and most importan t province
of human inquiry, every philosophic
and candid mind must concede that
the interests of science, and literature,
in every department, have derived
eminent and lasting advancement.

But in what proport ion the cham-
pions of Nonconformity have, to the
differen t stages of their history, indi-
vidual ly recruited the ranks of learn-
ing, presents, it must f oe admitted, an
inqui ry of a'different com plexion, the
result of which might, from adventi-
tious circumstance^, be unfavourable,
without in the slightest degree im-
peaching the general conclusion. A
marked deficiency in .literary acquire-
ments has been ever and anon insi-
nuated against the body of Noncon-
formists, in modern as well as in 4noi*c
early times : and it is to an investigation
of the truth of this charge, that the
present writer wishes to invite some
of the members of this society, whose
talents and information might do that
justice to the subject, which he feels
beyond the scope erf? bis own leisure
and course of st udy, and the Hunts of
a single Eesay. Th^t Nonconformists,
in later times, hwe 'been outrivalled
by their brethren within the pale,
and under the opulent pat ronage of
jthe Establishment, m some of the
ornamental branches of literature-4-
that they have beeii campavfcti viely
unskilled in the art of cemeatiH& the
di§jv ( Ui j uembm <rf a Gneck t iu^ady,
or twiefci ating tbe my«t«ri^& t)f. tti^cietit
mytholQg\m, >m neweq of wtcepiu ^ dhe
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brain in the cfieerless gulpli of mac-
theixiat ics, may, perhaps, be conceded
without disgrace \ or, let the disg race
rest upon that t rul y monastic policy *
which closes the aven ues to the lite-
r&fy honours and rewards of our splen-
did Universities, against those who
cannot submit to be ** hamstringed
and manacled by early oaths and sub-
scriptions" to unexamined dogmas,
and who prefer the f ree and unshac-
kled use of J ive talents to the acqui-
sition of ten, which must be sup-
pressed or stored away, lest they
should " plague the inventor." At
least in the fearless application of
their literary acquirements to the
best and noblest purposes, Noncon-
formists may boldly claim the pre-
eminence over their more richly-en-
dowed neighbours, whose literary
wreaths are ** sadly mixed, h alf flow-
ery half chains." + ¦

Although the more detailed view of
this subject is recommended and wil-
lingly devolved to abler pens, it may
be permitted to the present writer
to take a transient notice of a few of
those literary worthies who have been
enrolled in the records of English
Nonconformity . To the honour of
his country, our Wickliffe }. ushered

* Sir Richard Baker , that garrulou s
chronicler , u ttere d more truth th an he was
aware of, when, speaking ' of Cardinal
Wolsey 's erection of colleges at Oxfo rd
and I pswich out of the revenue s of the
smaller monaste ries , u a pernici ous presi -
dent ," says our Auth or , u thoug h, indeed ,
there be great differe nce between con-
vertin g" of monaste ries into colk g-es, and
utte r subverting them. "—Baker ^s Chron .
p. 273.

-f The hope may be indul ged that , ere
long-, enlightened and libera l Dissenters
will un ite their efforts in establ ishing* an
institution upon a more enlarged scale ,
ahft under more fortunate auspices than
hi therto , from which our students for the
ministr y, and the sons of our opulent fami-
lies, may derive every advanta ge which
literatu re can bestow , without pay ing the
degrading - pr ice of Univers ity subscri p-
tions. To nurse tlsis hope, and aid in
brin ging it into action , would be a noble
employment of the facult ies of a society
institu ted to forwar d the interest s of Non-
conformity.

t T <lo not overloo k the servi ces of the
Albi^ehses and Waldenses , who were still
earlier engurged in bringing li g*ht out of
darkn ess.

in " the morming beam of Reforma-
tion ,"' * upwards of a century before
its brighter effu lgence in the days of
Luther, and from the professor's chair
at Oxford , emboldened the theological
student to burst asunder the fetters of
scholastic jar gon, and dra w his tenets
from the pure fountain of Scripture.
Bis transcendent learning* was ac-
knowled ged by his ' most inveterate
enemies : it was, indeed , insufficient
to protect him against the manoeuvres
of the regular ciergv and the bulls of
the pope ; but his degradation from
Universit y honours invi gorated his
daring attacks upon that mystic Baby*
Ion, to which he seems to have been
the firs t to apply the merited epithet
of Antichri st. His translation of the
Bible into Eng lish was the greatest
and most important of his works,
though, until the establishment of the

* Milton thus beautifull y describes the
gradual triu mp h of the reforming spirit :
" For he (God) being equall y nea r to his
whole c reation of mankind , and of free
power to turn his beneficent and fat herl y
regard to what region or king dom he
pleases, hath . yet ever had th is island under
the special , indul gent eye of his provi -
dence 5 and pity ing us the fiist of all
other nation s, afte r he had decreed to pu-
rif y and rene w his church that lay wal-
lowing lu idolatrous pollutions , sent first
to us a healing messenger to tuuch softly
our sores , an d cany a gentle hand oyer
our wou nds • he knocked once , an d twice,
an d came again , open ing our drowsy eye-
lids leisu rel y by that glimmer ing lig'ht ,
which Wickliffe and his followers dis-
perse d ; and still taking off", by degrees ,
the inveterate scales from our ni gh perished
sight , purged also our deaf ea rs , and pre -
pare d them to attend his second wa rning 1
trumpet in our gran dsites ' days , flow else
could th ey have been able to have received
the sudden assaults of his re forming 1 spirit ,
warr ing1 ag ain st human princi p les, and
carna l sense , the pride of flesh , that stil l
cried up anti quity, custom , csiiions , coun -
cils and laws ; and cr ied down the tr uth
for nove lty , schism , profa rie nosx- and sacr i-
lege ? Whereas , we that have lived so
long.in abundant li»*ht , besides the sunny
reflection of all the nei ghbouring* ch urches ,
have yet our hearts riveted with those old
opinions , and so obstructed and ben umbed
with the same fleshl y rea sonings which in
our forefathers soon melted and ga-ve a^vay,
againstthe morning benrii of Reformati on*"

Milton * s Prose Wor ksy by  St/ mmons,
I. 182.
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^a rt of prin ting , its circulat ion and in-
fluence wer e necessaril y very limited .

Amongst Wickliffe's followers it is
gra tifying to distingui sh the father of
English poetry , Geoffrey Chaucer ,
who was deeply imbued with the
spirit of his grea t contemporar y : and
the readers of the " Cante rbury Tales"
may trace no small por tion of the
humorou s, but poignant sat ire which
pervades that celebr ated pr oduction , to
his concurrence in Wick liffe's attacks
upon the Vices and corrupt ion of the
clergy . _ _ ¦ 

.
The seeds of Reformati on thus earl y

scatter ed were not lost, and the ad-
here nts to the new opinions , thoug h
labour ing- under complicated disad -
vantag es, and vexed with grievous
persecu tion , continued to pav e the
way for that illustrious aera , which
release d a considerable portion of the
Christia n worl d fro m the despotism
of the papal chai r, and established
princi ples which, in thei r full deve -
lopment , ensu re to every man that
intellectual liberty which is the dig-
nity of his nat ure ; and whicli , sus-
tained and prote cted by its mighty
weapo n, the press , can never be again
surrende red without the grossest and
most inconceivable degeneracy.

Unfortunate ly for the cause of Re-
formation in th is country , the imme-
diat e motives of the ruling power
were vindictive and mercenary , aimin g
rather at the tra nsfer th an the anni-
hilation of papal usur pations * The
prejudices of a large portion of the
clergy and people, were at the same
time decidedl y favoura ble to the an-
cien t formula ries of the Churc h. The
'* Rules of Scri ptu re 11 were indeed
held out , " by his Majesty 's will and
pleasu re ,1' as the true standard of Re-
format ion ; but towards the close of
Henry ts capr icious reign , there was
littl e peace to those who ventur ed to
resort u to the law and to the testi -
monT."

,The short ret gn- of liis son, Edwar d ,
was more ausp icious to the cause at
Reform , thoug h its enli ghtened frien ds
had to strugg le with many difficulties ,
and particularl y the dep lorable igno-
rance of the greater pro portion of the
parochial clergy. The establi sh ment
of the Liturgy did not tak e place
witho ut opposition , and both the King
and his Bishops Cr anmer , Lati mer,
Ridley and Hooper , in different de-

grees, concurre d with the celebrated
Pr ofessors Peter Marty r and M artin
Bucer, and othe r learned divines, in¦ manifesting their zeal for a fu rther
Reformation. The clerical vestments
were a ver y genera l object of disgust ,
and Bucer and Martyr , with man y
others , declined th e use of the sur -
plice. The famous Dr. Thom as
Sampson , subsequently one of the
leading Puritans , was permitted to
except agai nst the habits at his ord i-
nation , by Cranme r and Ridley, who,
however , upon Dr. Hooper 's nomi-
nat ion to the bishopric of Gloucester ,
disgraced themselv es by insisting upon
his assuming, at his consecration ,
" the old symbolizing popish gar -
ments/' which his learnin g and good
sense united in pointing out as the
" inventions of Antichrist ," and incon-
sistent with the simplicity of th.e
Christian reli gion . Upon the whole,
it is impossible to deny that , durin g
this rei gn, the weight of learnin g
and talents decidedl y lay on the side
of those who were either open Non-
conformists to the ceremonies of the
Church , or were sincerel y desirous of
a fu rther reduc tion of the number of
those relics of Popery .

Durin g the bigoted and sanguinar y ,
but providenti al ly short reign, of
Mary, man y of the most learned and
eminent divines sought refu ge on the
Continent from the resentment of the
common ad versary of P rotestants * and
in their exile imbibed more rooted
objections to that partial Reformation ,
which had hithe rto obtain ed in thei r
native country : and when Elizabeth
had become the supreme head ter-
restrial of the r evived Church of En-
gland , it is said, in particu lar , that
" th ey deal t with the Queen to let
the matter of the habits fall/* These
attem pts at a more libera l compre?
hension , were speedil y answer ed by
the Act of Uuiformitv. which im-the Act of Uniformit y, which im-
posed the Prayer -Book , with its de-
cent array of rites and cere monies,
and protecting penalties , upon Mjr
faithful subjects , and reserved to her
Maj est y the power of ordaini ng and
publishing " such further ceremon ies
or rites , as might be most for the
ad vance ment of God's glory, th e edi-
fy ing of his church , and the due rever
rence of Christ 's holy mysterie s ana
sacrament *." The stead y rigour with
which the Queen wielded the power®
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vested in her by this act , materiall y
checked the freedom of discussion ,
but at the same time caused Noncon-
formity to assume a more settled and
decided characte r. It is with refe-
rence to this period that Mr. Geo,
Cranmer , in his Letter to Hooker ,
pr efixed to the Ecclesiastical Polity,
says, " It may be remembered , that
at first the greatest part of the learned
in the land were either eagerl y af-
fected or favourabl y inclined that way.
The books then written for the most
part savoured of the disciplinary style :
it sounded every where in pul pits, and
in common phrase of men's speech:
the contrary par t began to fear they
had taken a wrong course/' So far
were the Purita ns (as the Noncon-
formists were rep roachful ly termed )
from taking th eir rise among st the
ignoran t and enthusiastic , as many are
read y to believe, it is abundant ly evi-
dent th at the firs t statesmen * of that
day countenanced the efforts of the
most learned and estimable divines ,
toward s effecting a furth er Reforma -
tion. The University of Cambrid ge
appears to have become a nurser y of
Puritan ism ; the fellows and scholars
of St. John 's College, to the number
of nearl y th ree hundred , threw away
thei r supp lices with one consent, and
man y in other colleges followed thei r
examp le* The heads of colleges f
remonstrated with the Chancellor ,
who was ur ged on by the jealousy of
Archbisho p Parker , upon the injurious
effects which an imposition of Con -
formit y must produce , not only to the

* Amon gst the more celeb rated fa-
vourer s of the Pu ritans , such as the Earls
of Leicester and Hunti ngdon , the great
Lord Burlei gh, Sir Francis Walsin ghana
and Sir Francis Kn oll ys, we ought not
to ©mit honourable mention of Attorney
James TVforri ce, an able and learn ed bar -
rister, and a man of great piety, who was
both , in and out of Parliament a most
zealous defender of the right * and libertie s
of his fellow-subjects. —Strype *s WMtgi f t >
pp. 387, 388.

•f Amongst the subsc riber s to th is Let-
ter was Dr. John Whitgift , afterwards
Archbisho p of Canterbury, and a zealous
persecutor of his former friends. Thus ,
in most cases, the more celebrated Con-
formists had to answer for an abandonment
of their earl ier pri nci ples, under ehrc um-
stance * loo fttrong lj- indica ting the moti ves
of their conversi on.

preac hing of the gospel , but also to
good lear ning. The A rch bishop and
his coadj utors ,nevertheless , procee ded
ri gidly to exact Con formity, and the
consequence of these proceedin gs was,
the deprivation of the most able of
the clergy, and the shutti ng up of
thei r churches , or the substitut ion of
other ministers , whose ignoran ce and
incapacity were onl y equalled by the
laxit y of their manners. The vene-
rable Miles Coverdale , (t he joi nt
trans lato r an d publisher , with Thick!,
of the first entir e Eng lish Bible,) Dr.
Sampson , Dean of Christ Church ,
Oxford , and Dr. Hump hre y, Pres iden t
of Mag dalen Colleg e, and Dr. Turner ,
Dean of W ells, were among the earl y
sufferers under these anti -protes taut
measures . It would , indeed , be almost
endless to repea t even the names of
those divines of creditab le talent s and
learnin g, who , in a gre ater or loss
degree , ent ered their protest agai nst
them : but the name of Cartwriaht is
so closely connect ed with the earl y
history and literary reputation of the
Puritans , of whom he has been sort ie*
times styled the Father , as to recom-
mend some passage * of his Biogra phy
to more particular notice. *

Thomas Cartwri ght was born about
the year 1535, and educated in St.
Joh n's College, Cambr idge, and soon
after Queen Elizabeth 's accession was
made a Fellow of that house, and sub-
sequentl y one of the eight senior
Fellows of Trinity College. In the
year 1564, when Queen Elizab eth
visited the University , Mr. Cavtw ri ght
was selected as one of the learned dis-
putants for her Majesty 's entertai n-
ment , and , according to some ac-
counts , discovered such extraor dinary
abil it ies as to give the greatest satis-
faction to the Quee n and other audi-
tors : but Dr. Nichols remarks , that
Dr , Preston , Cartwri ght 's opponent,
" by the sweetness of his voice, and
the modesty of his behaviour , did
extraordinari ly please the Queen ;
while the oth er, by his natural haug b-

* I have extracted th ese particu lars of
his life princi pally from Peirce 's Vindi -
cation of Dissenters , and Brook's Lives of
the Purita ns, in 3 vois. , a publicatio n uot
much kn own , but which has collected to-
gethe r much inte resting* matte r relati ve to
the histo ry of Nonconformi ty prior to the
Hej itoration .
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tiness and roughness, seemed to spoi l
tha force of his arguments ," and in-
curred the K o \ a l  neg lect , which bore
hard upon his |j foud spirit. That
Carl wr i ^h t 's independent manners
miaht wound her Majesty 's supre-
macy , is far fro m being improbable,
but ihe accusation is discredited by
the testimony of Strype and Fuller ;
and his jou rnev to Geneva , which
has been attributed to his disgust on
this occasion , does not appear to have
taken place for several years.

In the sea r 1750, Mr. Cartwright
was- elected . to the Margaret Profes-
sorshi p, and his lectures in that capa-
city were much ad mired for their
acuteness aiui solidity. When he
preached in rotation at St. Mary 's,
the church could not accommodate
the multitudes who flocked to hear
him. Dr. Whitgift, then Master of
Trinity College, was in the h abit of
answering Cartwri ght 1s sermons on
the disputed poi nts. concerning chu rch
discipline , upon which Fuller can-
didly rema rks, " The result of the
difference between t hem is thi s, that
(leaving the controversy its el f to t l ie
judgment of others if Cartwright had
the better of it in his learning, Whi t -
gift had the^advantage in his temper ;
and, which is the main, he had more
power to hack, if fewer people to
follow him." Archbishop Griiulal
(who was supposed by many to be
in his heart favou ra ble to the Puritans)
wrote to Sir Win. Cecil, Chancellor
Of the University, urg ing him to tak e
dome course with Cartwright, who
constantly spake against the external
policy of the Established Church, in
cfonsequen ce of which, the youth of
the University described as, " at that
time, very toward in lea rning,*' fre-
quented his lectures, and were in
danger of being poisoned by his doc-
triwes- Mr. Cartwright vindicated
his conduct in a letter to the Chan*
ceHor, and was supported by numerous
frien ds in his assertion of the mo-
deration and caution with which he
treated the disputed topics. In spite,
Jiowever, of the Chancello r's wish to
shield him from severe animadversion ,
l^jr , Cartwri ght was fi rs

t depr ived of
\m stipend, and after wards , 3 wri ng
Wbitgift 's Yice^chancellors hipy was
wholly rewwed from Ws profegsw-
jftlg*? and, not content with this fcnea-
sure of degradation , Whitgfft s&ot*

procured his expulsion frorp the Unfcr
versity . That the credit and fame
which the deprived Professor enjoyed
at Cambrid ge, did not desert him in
general society, appears from the in-
sulting language addressed to him by
his persecutor.* " W hat commodities
\ou want  that I have i catinot con-
j ecture : your meat and drink is pro-
vided with less trouble and charges
unto you , and in more delicate and
dainty manner than mine is; your
ease and pleasu re ten times more ;
you do what you list , go where yo«
list, come when you list, speak w hen
you list, at your pleasure. What
would you have more ? 1 know not
why you should complain, except you
be of the same disposition with the
Franciscan Friars ; who, when they
had filled their bellies at other men's
tables, w ere wont to cry out and say*
How many things are we f orced ta
endu re ! Some men are delighted
to be fed at other men's tabl es, and
prefer popular fame before gold and
silver."

Mr. Cartwright being thus pre-
vented from usefulness in bis nati ve
c ountry , visi ted the Continent, and
established an int imacy with several
of the most distinguished Protestant
divines* and particularl y with the
celebrated Beza, who bestowed on
him this loft y commendation , that
'* lie thought the sun did not see a
more learned man.*' He also officiated
in the capacity of minister to the
English merchants at Antwerp artd
Middieburgh, with great acceptance,
and returned to Eng land after an
absence of two years, upon the pres-
sing entreaties of Fulk.e and others of
his friends. About this t ime an "Ad-
monition to Parliament" was pub-
lish ed, on the subject of Church Dis-
cipline, which was answered by Or.
Wftitgi ft's pen, aided by the impri-
sonment of its .supposed authors. O#
this occasion Cart wrigh t much ^Jis-
tiuguished himself by two replies to
Whitgift , who, however, gained more
substantial advancement, beinp* ron.substantial advancement , being con-
s^rate d Archbishop of Canterbu ry,
oti the dpth of G riiida L The Big£
Commissioner having ' issued ah tfrcfe ir
fpr his Hpprehpnsioi^ C^rtwri ghjt tp oh
refuge in ttye isl ands of Jprp ey and
Guernsey, and af^i*wardp revisited tfep
i—-*j-î .LMAJ« J r ._ i.j ¦ - i . Ltr.i

'
- i  .!-
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Continent : upon his return in con*
sequence of ill health, and far the
benefit of his native air, he was ar-
rested bv Bishop Ay liner, and cast
into prison, from which he w$s re-
lieved by the in tercession of the Earl
of Leicester, who made him master
of the Hosp ital at Warwick : his bro-
ther, the good Earl of Warwic k^ was
also his coustaut ipatron. King James
of Scotland , about this time, offered
him a professorsh ip in the University
of St. Andrews, an d the Archbishop
of Dublin strongly solicited him to
accept preferment in Ireland.

In the sear 158S was pu blished the
" Rhemish Translation of the New
Testament," the annotations subjoined
to which were general ly thought , by
the lea rned Protestants, to call f or  a
powerfu l refutation. The Queen her-
self is reported to have applied to
Befca , req uesting him to undertake
the answer; but he rnodestlv declined,
saying, that she had one in her own
kingdom far abfe r than himself to un-
dertake such a task ; and afterwards
intimated that M r. Thomas ("art wri ght
was the man. .^ir Francis Walsin gham
(that distinguished favourer of the
Puritans ), w ith the Queen's concu r-
rence, as is supposed, then solicited
Cartwright to undertake the work,
and, as an encouragement , sent him a
sum of money. This applicati on was
seconded b\ Fulke ,Whitaker and other
celebrated < "ambrid ge divines , and by
the ministers of London and Suffolk.
Thus encouraged, Cart wright dili-
gentl y app lied himself, and had made
considerable progress in the work,
when his evil genius, now seated on
the arc hi episcopal throne, dispatched
a haughty messenger, forbidding his
fu rther proceeding, and enforced obe-
dience to this tyrannical prohibi tion.
It was not until the yea r 1618 that
the work was published, under the
double disad vanta ge of being unfi-
nished in itself, and pr inted from a
mouse-eaten copy," a book ,** says Fuller,
u which , notwithstanding the foresaid
defedts> is so complete that the Rhemists
durst never return the least answer
thereunto;*' aud ,"ina word,no English
champion in that age did with more
valour or success charge or rout the
Romish eneni v in matters of doctrine.*'

This learned advocate of the reformed
reiigKiii could opt secure himself by
any thing short of complete silence on

the subjects nearest to his ftearf , or c&§k
arm the) animosity of the ^rchhish[op
aa d his breth ren ; and in tiie ypsu* i3$ft
a long list of articles were exhibited
against him, several of which referred
to his conduct as a minister in foreign
parts. To these he declined making
up answer upon oath, and being in
consequence committed to the Fleejt
prison, with XJdal and many other fj ii«
nisters, he was, m advanced age, apjj
under the pressure of disease, harassed
by the most irregular attempts to pro-
cure his- submission. Upprj th is occa-
sion , King James did himself the credit
of applying to the Queen 011 t*ehalf of
Udal , Cartw right, and ^ certain other
ministers of the Evangel, of whose good
eru dition and fruitfu l tra vels in the
church" he had received ** a very ere*
dible commendat ion." This interces?
sion, and several other attempts^ %ci
procure thei r release, were wholly
fruitless: but after two years' unwhole-
some confinement, the Archbishop re^
lented in favour of Cartwright, who*
was released upon promise of his quiet
and peaceable behaviour, and restores!
to his hospital at Warwick, where lie
ended his days in the exemplary di$«?
charg e of his duties, continuing to
preach when he could siearcejy creep
into the pulpit. His character is thus
pithily summed up by Fuller : ** He
was most pious and strict in his cqh*
versa tion, a pure Latinist , an accurate
Grecian, an ex act Hebrean, an<J , in
short, 3 most excellent sclaolar/' *

# Otmrton , in Iiis Life of Mowel i, vehe-
ment } y arrai gns the taste and jud g-mejit of
HJ r. Cai twri gtat, who i.q a familiar cQri^e*
spondence had coiupaied pr ajre r to a bunc h
of keys , u whereby we g-o to all the t resu
sures and storehouses of the Lo rd , his bat -
ter ies, hi s pantr ies, his cellars - his war d-
robe j" and trium phantl y asks , u Was. this
the man to ina prove wha £ bad beesi
done by Cranme r and his coadjutoi s-*^io
give us a form of worshi p lftore pure and
edify in g-, more dignified und devout P 1
The passag e cannot he extolled as a ^ptci .
inen of. gQod taste 7 but it would be a$ uti -
reasonab )e to pronounce the wri te r inca-
pab le of a sublime address to the JG >ei*y as
to deny Sha.hs pe8ireys claims as a poet and
philosopher , because his dia logue is acejtv
aionally infected with the tr ivial couceifc
which were fashionable in that age«« A
more formi dable objecti on Jfti gbt he p*^-
fened against the good taste of Tavern er,
anther of iiie learned ^Ri|ri ta«« of Queen
£iixa|>etlî xeigna  ̂ »fW, liiMqyng-'obt^itteJI it
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Nor were the literary acquiremen ts
of the Pu ritans restricted to theology ,
althoug h that " Queen of all Sciences" <
might have justified her votaries in an
exclusive homage , whilst the unh al- i
lowed arm of temporal authority still <
retained within its .grasp so large a *
portion of her ri ghtfu l domains * Of
W hitaker , Rainolds and several other s,
still more unequivocal ly Nonconfor m-
ists, the concurrent testimonies of emi-
nent and impartial w riters prove that
their learning was var ied and compre -
hensive , extending to the ornamental
as well as the more solid branches of
knowled ge -y and with respect to many
of the m it may be remarke d, that thei r
English style is as correct and pure
as thei r reasoning is vigorous and un-
answerable. Amongst the lait y dis-
tinguished by talent , and not unfre-
quentl y also by rank and station , the
pri nci ples of Puritanism found many
secret supporters , and not a few publ ic
advocates. The corruption and vena-
Mty of the established clergy, which
had in Wickliffe's day s provoked the
Satire of Chauce r, in a more adva nced
gtage of the Reformation called forth
the indign ant but cautious reproba-
tion of a Spenser. * Does any one
still hesitate to pronoun ce Noncon -
formity to the state reli gion compa-
tible wit h th e expansion and cult i-
vation of genius , ima ginat ion , fancy
and taste , let him look upwa rds to the
venerable form of Milton, enthroned
on the imperish able products of his in-
tellect , an d crowne d wit h incr easin g
honours from each successive genera -
t ion. To describe him wort hily re-
quires a genius like his own. In the
reg ions of poetry he alternat ely con-
tests the empire with Shakspeare.

special licence from Kin g Edward to preach
without being* ordained , took every oppor-
tunity of actin g under it which the favour
and connivance of the Queen afforded him*
Whilst hi gh sheri ff of the count y of Oxford ,
he appeare d in St. Mary ^s stone pul pit, with
his gold chain and sword , and preluded
his discourse wi th the followin g- words :
" Arrivin g at the mount of St. Mary 's, in
the stony stage where I now stand , I have
broug ht you some fine biscuits, baked in
the oven of charity , and care full y con-
served for the chickens of the church , the
sparrows of the spirit , and the sweet swal-
lows of salvation .1'

? See his Shepherd' s Calenda r, Eclogue*
£tji atyd 7th , and Mothe r Hubberd' s Tale,»

" Fanc y 's child ," and with the epic
muse of anti quity. To the less ideal
conflict with the €€ powers of th is
world " in the cause of liberty ,* he
advanced under the celestial pan oply
of wisdom and virtue , nor has his
" noble task ' been wroug ht in vain.
The country which gave him birt h
will not cease to derive a growi ng lustre
fro m so rare and perhaps unp aralleled
a combination of all the majest y of
genius with all the grace of science 5
but more especial ly may th ose who
enlist under the banners of Pro testan t
Nonconf ormity , that gloriou s cause
which called forth the most powerful
energ ies and moulded the loftiest con-
ceptions of his mind , fearl essly go
forth , armed in the mental and mor al
strength of the ir immortal champ ion,
so long as

iC ¦ r ¦¦ i. New foes arise
*' Th reat 'iiing to bind our souls with secular

chains .'*
R

Essex Stree t,
Sir , Jan. 16, 1819.

I 
SEE , by Mr. H arri s's account ,
publ ished in the blue cover of

your last Repository, that there re-
mains in his hands £800. of the col-
lection made for building a Chapel at
Greenock : but as the conditions of
the collection were not fulfilled , and
as the re is no reas onable prospect of
building an Unitarian Chapel at
Greenocli , the money collected retu rns
of rig ht to the subscri bers , to whom,
if required , their pro port ion , that is,
two thirds of the ori ginal contri bution ,
should be paid. But as this would
occasion great t rouble and considera ble
expense , an d as the main object for
which the monev was collected was to
promote the cause of Unitarian Chr is-
tianit y in Scotlan d, I wou ld recom-
mend that the thre e hundred pounds
in Mr. Harri s's hands shoul d be divided
equal ly between the two congregat ions
of Edinbu rgh and Glasgow, to assist
in dischar ging the Cha pel debt of the
one, and in accumulating the Cha pel
fund of the other.

In order to this , would it not be
advisabl e th at Mr. Ha rris , if he has no
object ion , should give not ice every
month in your Reposito ry that it is Irish

" 
¦¦' ¦ ¦ ¦ "¦¦ * '  ¦¦ ' > ¦ i 

¦ * ¦" 1 «

* li For who loves that y must first be w ise
and good . '*

§6 Mr. Belsham and Mr . Aspland ori the Greenock Subscript ion.



^ptention 
so to dispose of the sum now

remaining in his hands , at nex t Mid-
summer, unless it or any part of it
should be previously deman ded by the
orig inal contri butor s ? And fu rther to
secure Mr. Harris , the Trustees who
receive the money for Edinburg h and
Glasgow should indemnif y that gen-
tleman against any future claims from
the origin al contributors.

T- BELSHAM.
As one of the contrib utors to the

prop osed Green ock Cha pel, I beg
leave to add that 1 concu r entirel y in
Mr. Belshafm 's recommendation .

ROBERT ASPLAND.
Hackney, J an. 18 , 1819.

—•^¦¦BMW—-

Sir , Bath, Nov. 3, 1818.
IT is often the fate of historical and

biogra phical collections , when they
are not deposited in some pub lic library,
to fal l into the hands of persons who
are lit tle able to app reciat e thei r value,
and who, not esteeming them as they
<Jeserve , suffer them to be lost or de-
stroyed . I am not with out hope that
the th ree following manu scri pt me-
moirs , which were used by Dr. Calatn y
in the composition of his invaluable
work , may be still in existence ; and
that , if you will allow me to make the
inquiry th roug h the medium of the
Month ly Repository , information may
be obtained where they are now to be
found , which I have long sought by
other means in vain.

1. The Collection s of Dr. Henry
Sampson, an ejected Fellow of Pem-
broke Hall , Cambrid ge, afterwa rd s
M. D. and an Honorary Fellow of the
College of Ph ysicians. They appear
to have embraced a variety of matter
highly interesting to the student in the
histo ry of Eng lish Puritanism and its
offspr ing, Nonconformity, by the ac-
count given of them in the P reface to
the fi r&t volume of the Abrid gmen t of
Baxter 's Life and Times.

2. *A than kful Remembra npe of some
remarkable Acts of the Lor d's good
Providence toward s me, Richard Tay-
lor,' mentioned in Dr. Calamy 's Con-
tinuation of his Account of the ejected
^ind silenced Minis ters , p. 941.

3. A Nar ration of his Life andTimes ,
by Joh n Shaw, M. A. ejected at Hull ,
and formerl y Vicar of Rothe rham. Dr.
Calamy had a copy, from which he has
abr idged the excellent account he has
given of Mr. Sfcww [Accoun t , p, 823].

Anoth er copy was in the library of
Thores by, the Leeds antiqu ary , who
had also made many extracts from Dr.
Sampson 's Collections. See Due* Leod.
p% 537.

JOS E PH HUNTER.
mmM M^̂-"̂ ™^ ™^»™——

Sir , . Bridp ort * Dec. 9, 1818.
LATE LY read ing the Appendi x to

the 86th Volume of the Monthl y
Review , my attentio n was pecul iarl y
arrested by some remarks of the Re-
viewers on " the Abbe Mor ellet 's Mis-
cellanies of Literatur e and Philosop hy
in the Eighteenth Century. " These
I have sent for inse rtion in the Monthl y
Re pository, hop ing that one or other
of your corresponden ts may be able to
throw some light on a scheme said to
be in contem plation in Fran ce, which ,
if carried into effect, would probabl y
produce most important changes in the
system of reli gion and the mode of
pub lic worship , not onl y in tha t coun-
try, but also eventuall y in all Chris ten-
dom. W hether there be sufficient
ground for the re presentations of the
Reviewers , I cannot undertake to de-
termine.

T HOMAS HOWE.
After extractin g a passage from the

above work , containin g an interesting
account of Ma riano Socini, born ia
Sienna , about the beginnin g of the
fifteenth century , the Reviewers pro-
ceed :

" Such was the grandfather of the
celebrated Unitarian , Lelio Socini ;
and it is not unlikel y that the opinions
which his descend ants promul gated ,
were first awakened in his own mind ,
and were traditio nally preserved in his
family, until a convenient moment
arrived for givin g publicity to them.
The Abb6 Morellet , however , ought
not to hav e been ignorant * of the
existence and meri t of a man who was
probabl y recorded in the very popula r
and very accessible Biogr aphical Dic-
tionary of Lad vocat ; and who, in com-
mon with the other mem bers of his
excellen t family, is always mention ed
by ecclesiastical historians. The ad-
visers of Buonaparte were not ignorant
of the literary force of the Socinian
family, and were pr eparing to giv^ an

—.—.—~_»—*—— ——~———^—~—.—,—.—_—* .~—- ———,~̂ —,—_—*_ — ¦ 1 ».—

* Referri ng to the Abb&' s acknowled g-
ment , that he ne ver heard the name of
Mariano Socini til l he latel y impt with it in
some Italian work .

Manuscript Memoirs.—l Buonap arte 's Unitarian Proj ect. 31



On Mr * Belsham s " Plea for  Inf ant
Baptism "

(Conti nued from Vol . XIII . p. 571.)
Sir ,

FTT 1HE int erloquium , like other in-
1 tr uders , has , I perceive, been too

prattling and pro lix; and yo ur rea ders,
like the per son intr uded oh, have a
right to complain. They mi ght , in-
deed , have been forewar ned, that they
would always have the remed y in thei r
oWn hands ; that when the letters grew
tedious , they might readil y pass to the
ii&fc t article in your Reposit ory. Thus
the door may be effectuall y barred
against an y intru der.

But this int er locutory part , thoug h
entere d upon somewhat indiscr eetl y,
must not be left too abrupt ly. For ,
thou gh, on one side , the probabilit ies
in favour of Adu lt Bap tism , to the ex-
clusion of I nfa nt , are accompan ied with
so much evidence , as to amount , in my
jud gment , to almost a moral certa inty,
yet, oh the other , there occur some
object ions, which may seem to require
a little adjustment. Before, t hen , we
resume the subject of Mr . Belsh anVs
Censur e of Mr. Robins on, I beg leave
to submit two or thtfefe moi*e ideas to
thq iitttulgence of y oiW freadfettk

It may, then, and has been , aske%
unless we ad mit Apostolical authority,
how can we account for n practice
that was so com mon ? And how for
the obscurity in which its ori gin is
involved ?

There are several previous question s
which might be here proposed , but
they shall be reserved for a sort of
postscri pt . In the mean time , with the
ev iden ce al read y before us, we must
be perm itted to consider Infant Bap-
t ism not as a divine* but huma n insti-
tutio n ; and since the civil mag istrat e
has adopted it for state purposes :, it
may be considered as other civil ordi -
nanc es, an d as other doctrines which
have derived much support from the
civil auth ority, so as to have become
very popular. And it may , then , be
asked , has any stran ge thing happened
to In fant Baptism ? Any thing more
extraord inary than what has occurred
to other affa irs , w hich have been mere
human contrivance s, which have been
involved in the vicissitudes of the
world , depending on causes which are
lat ent , and which , per haps , never can
be k nown , and liable to human con-
tin gences ?—For exam ple:

Universities ar e the great luminaries
of modern Europe. Like the sun in
th e firmament , they spread thei r in-
fl uence , and , as objects of vision , are
contem plated to a ver y remote dist ance.
They are appealed to as the oracl es of
literatur e ; thei r practices hav e thfe
force of laws ; and their author it y is
founded on ancient prescri ptions and
immemorial usages. But will any one
say, at what precise period these ma-
gical institut ions took their rise ? They
sprung up in various points of the po-
litica l horizo n, (t he most ancient in the
most obscur e,) an d in an atmos phere
full of mists. The fact is, at whatev er ;
period we fi rst consider them , we are
obli ged to consider them , not as being
t hen fi rst created , but as being previ-
ously in-existence .* Prior to the vervr

* II n' est pas possible de fixer par des
dates —preci ses les conmienceniens soil de
P universit y de Paris en general , soit des
parties qui la component , des magistrats , qui
la g' ouverneut , des priuci pau x attribu te qui
la caracteriseut . Les recherches snr tons
les points lie wetient en aiicitti facon a Unc
ori gine claire et determ inee : et les premieres
mentio ns que Port fencarilre danfe les liionti -
mens histoiiques, ri * eiUdonti ^OJjetit point 1ft
creation , et P eta"biifi«&tmftt7Wi* eti soli-

$2 On Mr. Bel shanks u Plea f or Inf ant Baptism"

extensive estab lishment to thei r opi-
nions in France , by amal gamating the
Protestaftts and the Jews under anew
Unita rian priesthood , combined by the
same Presby terian disci pline. This
bold innovatio n , for which Villers and
others were emp loyed to propiti ate
the pub lic mind , t houg h suspended ,
is prob abl y not abandoned , and may
yvt be realize d by the representati ves
of the Fren ch nation. It is felt that
the people of Fran ce cannot be dri l led
ascain i"to Roman Catholic opinions ;
th at an order of pub lic instructors and
a system of social reli gion are neces-
sary to regularit y, to probi t y, to do-
mestic comfor t , to conven ient educa -
t ion, to piety , an d to t he decorous
consecratio n of burials , marr iages and
deaths ; and it has been thoug ht that
the f orm of Christianit y- least exposed
to the shafts of ridicule  ̂ which in that
cotintry have been so often directed
against the absurdi ties of Catholic
supe rs tition , is that which was revived
by Mariano Socini.*' 1

Appendix to the 86th Vol. of the
Monthl y Review , from May to
August , 18IS , p. 528.



being of these eoiporatioti s, the wor d
liad been in use, and applied to eccle-
siastical and civil-law purpo ses. Ap-
plied to litera ry bod ies, it was a mere
accommodation , and readil y, instanta-
neousl y made : and the disputes of some
learn ed men about the ori gin and anti-
quity of our oldest universities are a
mere stri fe of words with little of mean-
ing. These learned men cannot even
infor m us, where the history of their
universities begins : it is involved in at
least as much obscurity as Tufant Bap-
tism is; taking both of them , as I do, for
human institutions. Your correspon -
dent , too, seeitf s (perhaps only seems)
to be held in surprise at the obscurity
of certai n phcenomena , which may be
clearer to persons of as pure an organ
of intellectual vision as his own.

So, agai n, the English Constitu tion
is to be recognized rather as an effect,
than a cause. From whatever point
we contemplate it, whether at the Re-
volution or Restor ation , at the Refor-
mation or the Conquest , at the giving
or confirming of Magn a Charta —fro m
whatever point we choose to contem-
plate it , we are compelled to consider
it not as a standing, but as a flowing
point ; as a consequence , not as a prece -
dence ; as a gradual proce ss from some-
th ing in existence , not as a subitaneous
contrivance of consummate w isdom at
a given ti in.e; as a constitution of things ,
of which we can no more ascertai n the
beginning, than we can foresee the
catastro phe* Montesquieu , therefore,
after all his eulogiums on it, is obl iged
to leave it abrupt ly and in confu sion.
" This noble system," says he, " was
found in the vvoodsJ' *

Even of that part of this system that
we are accustomed to admire so much ,
the representative pa rt , we should find
it no easy matter to ascertain the ori-
gin. It is full of obacurity, an d writers
of much thought and learn ing, who
have differed in thei r opinions abo ut
it , have appealed to the same stat utes,
in favour of their opposite opinions -,
in the same mann er as the Jesuits and
Jansenis ts, the Lut herans and Cal-
vinists, and all the various opposing
sects, appeal to the same primitive
aut horities, to the same orig inal Scri p-
posent existence, Origines de I Universit y
de P cftiSj  |mr Mons . Cfrevier. Observations
exactly similar i? these will apply to th ?
Universi ties of Oxford atod Caittlfrid ge.

? Esprit des loix, Ch. vi; L. ii.

l tu re s"j\ and in the same manner as we
. have sfeeri Mr. Robinson and Mr. Bel-
. sham appeal to TVjrt ullteii .
; Remarks similar to these would ap-
. ply to the origin of roost Christian
> Church es, how celebrated soever they
. afterward s became in history . Tft#

beginnin g of them rests in an ob-
scurity not unlike that which involves
Infant Bapti sm* Mr. Robinso n sen-
sibly remarks , " The obscurity of the
history of almost all Ch ristianCh urche s
affords a high degr ee of probab ility
that the fi rst disciples of Je sus were a
few plain men, beneath the notice of
the magistrate and the historian/' No
one can ascertai n when the first Africa n
Church was formed . Churches grew
up seiisim sine sensu, and were not
visible till they reached to a certai n
size. -

And here, by the bye, while alluding
to the obscurity of the ori gin of I nfant
Baptism , I am reminded of anot her
significan t remark of Mr. Robinson's.
" Strictly speaking , it lies upon those
who practise Infant Baptism , to shew
how they came by US* I think it must
have appeared how littl e can be said
for its origin on Augustine's ground of
apostol ical authorit y, particularl y as
Tertulli an turns the argumen t quite
the other way ; for he positivel y ascribes
the origin of the Trine Immersion of
Adults to apostolical t radition. * Did
they both , then, though opposed to
each other , as well in mode as subject ,
origin ate in apostoli cal authority ?
Tr ine Immersi on of Adul ts was un-
questionabl y practise d both among
Unitarians and Trini tarians , and mor e
generally  than Infa nt Baptism ; and I
should think it better to speak, as I
think most of your readers will, after
St. Basil on this subject , than after
Tertull ian. |

? IIlin e si nulla bcri ptura determin avii ,
certe corisuetudo corroboravit , qu a; sine
tlubio de traditione manavit .*—This pas-
sage, by the bye? is itself a proof that Ter -
tullian could know nothin g- of an apostolical
t radition in favour of In fant Bapitsm .

+ Fluxit igj tu-r k traditione ootisuetiid o
ilia ecclesiastica , quie quantum vis corro -
borata ., potui t tamen infirmari - JBasiit us
quklem incertus unde fuer it induclu s ille
ritus ro^at uude traditu m sit hoinir iem ter
4mmergi debere . Non igfitu r velut apos-
tolicuiii, ant ipsius Chris ti mandat nm per-
petua ob^crvatione colenda fuit Tnua.Iin-
mersio. See Robinson ^ Hist. Bapt. y .  168,
'No tes.

On iHTn BelshanCs " Pled for Infant Baptim" S$
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less ia their domini ons, by laying
claim to a divine orig in, did but pro-
clai m that they were ignorant whence
they fi rst sprang. Their fame is im-
per ishable in the annal s of histor y,
but it rises on a monum ent , the foun-
dation of which is buri ed in fable. *

In like manner the Athenians , who
first among the Gre cian states -gave
themselves to the stud y of science,
seem to have been acquain ted with
almost every thing bat thei r own
descent ; and on this point they did
not choose to acknowled ge their ig-
norance. They laid claim to a prime -
val anti quity : and throu gh a disdain
of being indebt ed to forei gn natio ns
for their birth , rather chose to say
that , like grasshoppers , they sprung
out of thei r own soil, t

These examples wil l, I hope , shew,
how what is ancient very frequentl y
sinks into shade ; that some matters
of fact in history are often , like others
in philosophy, more visible in their
effects than in their causes ; and that
it is unnecessar y, as well as suspicious,
to trace them to forei gn, super-human
causes.

That would appear to me a most
strange objection to Adult Baptism ,
which should arise from the conside-
ration of its not being recei ved in
national churches , and as strange an

* Datur , says Livy, speak ing of th e
origin of the Romans , hasc venia ari tiqui-
tati j ut miicendo kumana dwini£f pri -
mordta urbiam augustiora faciat . Preefa t.
And the aut hor of the " Romance His to rite
Breviarium ," thus makes out the fable :
Romanum Imperinm , quo neque ab ex-
ordio iillnm fere minus, neque increment is
toto orht amp liuft human a potest meinori £.
recordari y a Romulo exordi um habet :
qui Vestal is Virginis fillets, et (quantum
putatns est) Martis , cum Remo Fiat re ,
uno pavtu editns est .

f Hence Tliucydid es, in the famous
funeral oration , makes Peri cles say, T^v
•yap %«ipav a€ * '̂ ctvrct OiKovp rtf r &<aSo%fl
ttov £TriyiyvQf A.evccv /*£%£* tovie £Xfiv&g p<zv
oV apeT^i/ TraptSoara i/. 2toyp : J5 ; XS. In
Plato 's E-arm *«jMo$ Aoyo$f they are de-
scribed as At>TO%0oj/0fcs,—r p£^K>/Atyoi>{, owe
into f%rjpuja fr coq aXKot , aXX* tJiro /uwjx^os,
Tfj q %w$ot<; bv rj aivc&y. Menexenus. And
in refe rence to th is notion of thei r anti -
quity 9 some of the nobler Athenia ns, as
Thucydid es tells us, used to wear golden
grass hoppers in their hairs, inf ect* which,
as ww suppos  ̂ spru ng out of fte
ground . J ..

Again ? what shall we say of the
doctrin e of the Trinit y > Those who
are pr ofessedly Trinitarians , finding ,
&s they conceive, this doctrine in the
Old or New Testament , or in both,
have somethin g of firm footing on
which to rest —some fixed point, at
which thei r reasonings can commence.
But what will Unitari ans say ? They
deny that the doctrine has any foun-
dat ion either in the Old or New Testa -
ment . W here , then, will they trac e
the origin of this doctrine ? It will not
do to deri ve it from General Councils;
for Gener al Councils did but find and
establish the doctrine ; they did not in-
vent it. We find a somethin g at least
very like it in the w ritings of all the
earl iest Fathers , the Pat res Apostoliei t
Ire B8eus,Ter tu)Iian and Justin Mart yr.
Plato had his Bonum , his Boni Filius
andAnima Mund i ; Orp heus his Pha -
nes, Uranus and Chronu s, his T^/xop</x>v
@€6*—the Magi amon g the Persians ,
their Orimasdes , their Mithra s, and
their Arimanes , their Oromasdes Tpi*
•arXfiWioc **
TLayrt y ap  ev Y.o<r[A<p Xaf Aisrsi T$ta qf oj<

Mqvok; &g %£i+
Where , then , will an Unitarian , on his
hypothe sis, begin the history of a Tri -
nity ? They are , and they must conti-
nue out at sea. Yet the doctrine has
been (like that of Infant Baptism ) pro -
fessed with great piety ; it is of ver y
remote antiquity •, it has been defended
by learned men of great authorit y *, it
has been made the key-stone of most
Chri stian establishments ; and , on the
prin ciples of our Unitarian s, the origin
of this most popular , th is widely-ex-
tended doct rine, must be involved in
the thickest mists, in the most impe-
net rab le clouds of darkness .

Objects of equal magnitude and
extent in human affairs , have been in
similar or greater obscurit y. People,
who fill the page of histo ry with th eir
celebrity, have been smal l in th eir
beginning, thoug h of prodi gious size
in their matur ity ; gradual in their
growth, but uncerta in, and even mis-
taken , as to thei r origin. The Roman
nation , so illustr ious throug h many
sges for their lov e of liberty, and
their examples of public virtue , so
exten sive in their conques ts, so bound -

* I nquiry into the Nature of Subscri p-
tion to the Thir ty-nine Arti cles. 2nd Bd.
pv29S.
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arg ument hi favour of Infant Baptism ,
f r o n t  its being readil y and generall y
adop ted iu national churches. This
argume nt, 1 see, is made use of by
Mr. Belsham , in his pamp hlet on
Infant Baptism , and is ta ken , like
most of his unfortunate criticisms ,
from Mr. Wall , I hope it will mak e
his pamp hlet sell among the clergy
of the Established Church , and there -
fore I most generousl y notice it. But
I fear the argu ment will have littl e
weight with his dissenting friends ,
notwithstan ding his candour and his
compliments. 1 should call this a
stran ge objection and a strange argu -
ment , because they appear to me, on
trul y Christian princi ples, to defeat
thei r own object . Ecclesiastical , like
civil establishments, take their san ction
from human law ; things indifferent
in themse lves deriv e all their con-
sequence from the civil magistrat e.
His object is utility* not truth, as
Bishop Warburton states . I shall
take leave to add , th at under his (the
civil mag istrate 's) direction , reli gious
rites lose thei r nature , and become
civil ones* Rel igious establishments ,
under a weak thoug h confident plea
of the unity of the faith* assumed
(Whether ri ghtl y or not is of little
consequence) on the authori ty of pri-
mitive antiquity, cripp les and dis-
franchises personal religion, disquali fies
for the exercise of pri vate jud gment ,
and , in short , aims to erect one great
chuwh monarchyf whose members are
hot citizen s but subj ects; whose con -
sciences are not to be consulted , but
controlled ; not to be liberalized , but
restrained ; not to be tolerated in t heir
own opinions, but to be bound , by
a sure pledge, to the public faith .

Such is the nature , such are the
aims of all ecclesiast ical establishments ,
such the primary end and secret springs
of all alliance s betw een churc h and
stat e. And to their severa l purposes
what could administe r so efficaciousl y
as Infant Baptisti ) ?* It has been the
¦ . . ; . •> n»-. f - i )- ' ) ... .. ¦ -

.' ' rj .' i ¦¦ ¦ ' 
¦ • 

? The ground of its adoption in the
CJreek a«U Lat in establish ed church es,
mig-ht be easily accomited for on min-
^iples Yery tar f/rwn beui g\ i^as^ofrble and
ju st ; though being- ^p^9, ê W?s^  ̂ lt
Would of couf& e "become permanent. .Yet
provision ¦ Svait ;ev6n t^eti inaoe For the
ftnptfcih of ad tilts. At tlir R&jbrVti ^foii it
i« well k Ablvh that most «f th t Protes tWiht
churchy, as tbe tatin tthd fit cek churches

very ro^t as it were of this majestic
tree. Thence was deri ved its great
vigour atidi ample spread , which has
occasioned the trium ph of ecclesias-
tical dominion and despotic power.

Christ , according to the account
given of him in the four Gospels, does
not appear ever to have been in a
situati on for exercising auth ority on
the princi ples of the Jewish hier archy,
or of the Roman civil power. He was
far removed from both. If from the
former he was not whol ly a seceder,
we find him much at vari ance with
the maxims and practices of its priests ;
and if he did not directl y oppose the
Mter , we find him warning his fol-
lowers against mixing thei r state
polity with the moralit y and religion
which he tau ght. Thti s we read that
Christ called his disciples to him, and
said , « Ye know that the princes of
thfc Gentiles exercise dominion over
them , and they that are great exercise
authority upon them . But it shall
not be so among you : but whosoever
will be great amon g you , let him be
your servant. Even as the Soft of
Man came not to be ministered unto ,
but to minister , and to give his life
a ransom for many. '* Matt . xx. 25.
And though we find him making a
dear distinction between the obliga-
tions of religion and the cl&i ins of iivil
government ^—" Render therefore unt6
Ciaesar the things th at ar e Caesar 's*and unto God the thin gs that ar e
CJ odV*—yet, when agreea bly to some
vague notion of his being accused of
calling himself the King of the Jiws,
Pilate piit the question , -" Art thou
the King of the Jews," wfe hear him
appropriate it to himself in a very
different , even in a spiritual sense :
44 Thou sayest : but my king dom is
not of this world. To this end wafc
I born , and for this cause came I into

had been before, were united togeth er by
harmonies and confessions qf fa i th .  Sfee
Quick*s Synodicon . But it will be' *ec6l-
lected, that thes e confession* contai ned
other doctrine s, which 1 ttitiii y Chr istians db
not the refo re reckon reasonable or *cVip-
turrtl. In the 17th Article of the Gfturck
of England , the bapti stn of inf^ts ap| |eai^
to Ve , «fte»ti^«4iW^^^ v^^"l'W»- i . . il  ̂ Thp
bap tism ot yopny .c^iWr ^n 

i«\
fa K an v wif^e

to be retai ned in tbe churc h Sep Bishftp
Burnel s Ex position of this Article. An^
tliere' bail alWys bccii ! :k , ti *rv\ce (or A«?
bapti sm of thoa* of ri^er yikih.
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the worl d, that I should bear t estimony
to the trut h . Every one that is of
the tr uth , hearet h my voice,'' John
xviii. 36, 37. In the above testimo ny,
the refore, of the King of Mar tyrs, as
Christ has been called , he explains
his doctrine to his fi rst followers, and
exhibits his own char acter and ulti-
mate pretens ions.

But nothing is so insinuating, so
encroaching, as power. As soon ss
opportunity offered, and it offered
very earl y, those who called them-
selves his disciples, fi rst formed sin
hierarch y on Judaizing princi ples,
and , soon afterwar ds combining it
with the power of the civil magistrate ,
formed a Je wish civil establishment
of Christianity ; and on princi ples so
opposite to those at fi rst laid down
by Christ , that it has. been by way of
contrast , with great significancy called
" that spirit f of Antichrist" which
began , we are told , to work in the
times of the Apostles. And all na-
tional established religions calling in
the sword of the civil magistrate ,
eminentl y part ake of this charac ter ,
and must do so from their very nature.
To appeal , therefore , and as. your
Corresponden t, I perceive, has done, to
the practice of such national churches ,
in favour of the purity of Baptism ,
or of any other Christian institution ,
or doctrine , would have rather a sus-
picious than a flat tering aspect ; and
instead of furnishing an easy solution
to any particular difficulty , would , in
my huitible opinion, onl y tie the knot
more indissolubl y tight and strong.

But to return to Mr. Robinson and
Mr. Belsham . The Roman Church ,
having absorbed in itself all the reli-
gious ri ghts , privileges and pretensions
of the nations with which it came
into contact , called itself the Church ;
and we use the term in court esy and
custom , but cont rary to its pro per
meaning, as used in the New Testa -
ment, where it stands for an assembl y
of persons formed for Christian pur -
poses, or, as the establish ed Chu rch
of England speaks , *' an assembl y of
faithfu l men." In a way of similar
accommodat ion we call, though incor -
rectl y, a larg e corporation among us,
the Churc h, the Churc h of England.

In a political point of view we call
this church in England the Nat ional
Church, but , strictl y speaking, in^
correct ly, and still more incorre qtiy

should we cal l it a National Churcfe.
It is* properl y speaking, considered
politicall y, a peculiar corpora tion.
This peculia r corporation-c hurch has
by-laws , creeds , canons and ar ticles,
which are so far constitut ional as they
are consistent with national law, but ,
properl y speaking, it is not the Na-
tional Church , still less is it exclu-
sively a National Church * All the
different sects are parts of the National
Church ; and each denomination ,
acknowled ged and prote cted by the
state , and receivin g ioto its commu-
nion members of any parts of the
nation , is, prope rly and logically,* a
national church , and not exclusively
one sect only, however favoured and
distinguished by peculiar privileges .
The Pre sbyter ian , Independent , Qua-
ker Churche s, are each a national
chu rch, as well as that other church ,
and so are the Baptists. It is not
true then , I apprehend , logical ly true ,
that all national churches have ad-
mitted the spri n kling of new-born
babes for baptism *

In A merica, all the different Chris -
tian congre gat ion s const itute the N<t~
tional Church y being all by the laws
of the Unio n protected by the civil
magist rate , and under the authority
of the legislatu re qualifi ed for public
services ; and as the whole assemblage
constitu tes the National Church , so
each sect is a Nation al Church , into
w hich any one may be chosen out of
the nati on, and from which any indi-
vidual may proceed to the nationa l
advanta ges. The Baptist churc hes in
the Union form a National Church
of Baptists amon g the Americans.
This, perhaps , may be called too nice
a distinction , but we must distinguish
when we wish to ascertain the truth.
Rectd distin guendum , si rect£ conclu-
dendum.

But if the entire tolerat ion of
chur ches, by the national aut horit y^should not suffice to constitu te them
Nat ional Chu rc hes, perhaps the entire
subj ection to the sovereign civil power
irtay. Let us consider the Greek
Church. This church, of such pr o^digious extent , was settled, in ancient
time, according to the ordinance s of
the empero r of the East , and stil l it
is kept ib obedience to the? Grand
Seignior and the king <pf Persist, pi- the
princes of the pr ovinces : they always
were, no individ ual churc h cxeepted,
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Bap tists, that is, they always bap-
tized by immer sion, and they still
continu e to do so. The learn ed father
Simon, who had so thoroug hly studied
the relig ion and customs of the Eastern
nations , and who derived his inform a-
tion from the most authentic sources ,
says, " They delay the baptism of
child ren until the third , fourth , fi fth ,
sixth , tenth , and eighteenth year of
their age. 1* The Melchites followed
the common opinions of the G reeks ,*
being in all things true Greeks.t The
Georgians or Iberia ns " are not very
press ing to receive bapti sm ; but they
re-baptize those who return to the
faith afte r a postacy : with bapti sm
they administer to childre n conf irm
motion and the eucharist :" % a pro of
by the bye, that the Greek Church
never administered baptism to new-
born babes , for they alway s gave
the eucharist immediately after bap-
t ism, and gave it to child ren in a
spoon. ¦ •' The Mingrelians administer
baptism after the man ner of the Geor-
gians. " In his supp lement concernin g
the Georg ians and Mingrelians , father
Simon adds , " Baptism is deferred
til l the child be abou t two year s old,
then they baptize it , di pping it in
hot water ;" at length they give it
bread that hath been blessed , to eat,
and wine to dri nk , which appears to
have been the ancien t way of baptism .
* Obser vations si milar to these he
makes of other Greek Christians , as
to the perfor mance of the three sacra-
ments , baptism , confi rmation and the
eucharist , with a little variety of some
few ceremon ies accompany ing them ,
but not at all affecting baptism .

" The Gree k Church , subje ct to
the patriarch of Constantinop le, was
not always of that vast extent to which
it attained after that it pleased the
Eastern Emperors to lessen other pa-
triarch ates for greate ning that of Con-
stantinop le \ which they could the
more easily do, because their power ,
as to th ings of that natu re, hat h be^n
far greater than the Empe ror of the
West, apd that for erecting new bi-
shopri cs, ov granting new rights and
j urisdict ions, they stood but very littl e
on the consen t of patr iarchs. " " They

j , - '

? Critic al Hist, of tlie Rel igion and
Custom s of the Easter n Nation s. Done into
English by A. Zovei* A.M.  1685, p. 5.

t lbid >p. 61, 63. I Ibid p. 66.

profess obedience to the Orien tal
canon taw , and the ordinanc es of the
Emperor. " " They (the Georgians
or Iberians) obey not the pat riar ch,
who takes the title of Cat holic or
Universal ; ?nd yet it is not he who
is the chief in spiritual affai rs, but
the prince, who is supre me in spiri-
tuals and tempora ls. The princ e has
his voice with the bishops in the elec-
tion of the pat ria rch, and ajl choose
him whom he desires ; and the will
of the several lords within their ter ri -
tories stands for law." " The Abys-
sines or Ethiop ians, who in all things
follow the reli gion of the Cophlites,
(who were of the Greek Chur ch,) are
under subjection to him, who is called
the Empero r of the Great er and Upper
Ethiop ia.'* Some of the Ori ental
Churches are now in civil subje ction
to the Grand Seignior ,the Armen ians
to the King of Persia ,

Now the estab lished Greek Chu rch *
never , in any instance , practis ed the
sprinkling of new-born babes ; and if
Mr. R/s account is well-founded , the
Greek rituals were fi rst composed
only for adults , and afterwar ds ada pted
to the circumstances of child ren. But ,
without the advantage of th is latter
argu ment, all thei r chur ches being
Baptist and (except those who after -
ward s became Latinize d) Anaba ptist ,
(al l baptized by immers ion,) being
under the canon laws of the Easter n
Churc h, and the civil imperial laws ;
under , too, the protection , aut hor ity,
and supremacy pf rei gning sovereigns
and prin ces ; with thi s constitut ion of
ecclesiastical and civil ar ran gemen ts,
what can there be wanti ng to deno-
minate them , even accor ding to the
common acceptation of the wor d,
Nat ional Church es ?

I am sur prised , I own , that a Uni-
ta rian (thoug h I ought to beg pardon
of him for wandering out of my re-
cord, by referring to his own hook on
In fant Baptism , as your Corres pondent
will percei ve I qnt) should have Em-
ployed such an argument , it being,
as 1 humbl y concei ve, not only not;
founded in truth and fact , but cut tin g
both ways, like a two-edged Svyord ,
against his Infant Sprin kling, as wc^ll
as liis IJ nitarianisrrt . I dp not say,

^however , that because any partic ular
doctrine has not been th e establ ished
rel igion of any country, theref ore it is
not true, but only thjat if this gentle-
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ttiai rs argum ent lias any forc e again st
Adult Baptism , it would have equal
farce against Unitariahism. For I
doub t whether there is an Esta blished,
a National Church , of Chri stian Uni-
tarians ^ at least in Mr. Belsham's sense
of the word. In the Greek Esta blished
Churc h,Trinitarianism was sometimes
the nationa l reli gion, and sometimes
Arianistn , the difference ly ing be-
tween the o fA68 <riot and o^isa-iot , it
settled at length in the Trinitaria n
doctrine. The Lati n Church was all
Trinit arian -, the Established Reformed
Churche s were all Trinitarian , as may
be seen in thei r several confessions, in
Quick 's Synod icon. The Polish Uni-
tar ians , * with all thei r talents , learn -
ing, dignity and power , (and they
had much of each,) n ever rose to be
a nati onal , established rel igion. The
religion of the ancient Jews , indee d,
founded in the ipsa nnitas of the
Deity, with out any distinctions or
qualit ies, as Maimonides f expresses it,
ofliftjfe i place or p erson* (about which
the Trin itarian and Unitar ian contro -
versies, thro ugh thei r man y shades of
differenc e, are concer ned,) the religion
of the Je ws %vas a nation al Unitarian
reli gion . Mahomet , too, colleaguing
with a Jew and Nestoria n Christians ,^
and extr acting from them a sort of
essence of religion, a fundamental
pr inci ple, (which appears to have
been t he foundat ion of most ancient
theologies, till they degenerated i nto
idolatry,) forme d a national reli gion ,
on the abst ract idea, the Unit y of
God. But I beg leave to submi t to
your learned Corre spond ent , w he-
ther in his sense of the words , there
ever was , or is at this day, any Na-
tiona l Church of U?iitarian Chris-
t ians ?

In examining Christian antiquity,
in reference to the question under
discussion , it was thought no impro -
per way to appeal , in a former lett er,
to the testimony of some learned and
independent men , who, having gone
over this ground with the same end
in view , would be competent to give

* Sets JMr . ltobznsoti *s Ecclesiasti cal
Researc hes. Churc h of Poland  ̂

p. 554.
*f Deus mil las habet qualitates— Qiiare

•cohstati ter asserinms , ilium absoluti$sime
esse unutn Maintonidis . Moreh JSTevo -
cheim  ̂

pp. 79, 80.
t See Piideaux 's Life of Mahomet ,

testimony. Your readers were , thu s
furnished with the proper evidence to
tr y the merits of the question. These
learned men were taken from our own
countr y;  and they" might very easily
have been multip lied . But that our
jury may be as complete as possible,
we beg leave to add to t hem a fevv
names of foreigners. They shall be
taken from among critics of different
opinions on other theolog ical points ,
butal l of the fi rst eminence for learning
atid thei r knowledge of Christi an anti -
quity amon g their several reli gious
denominations. This part of my work
being read y done to my hand by Van
Dale, I shall do little more than trans -
late their testimonies from him.

The fi rst is of Campeg io Vitringa ,
the celebrated Professor of Theology
and History at Amsterdam , well
known for his critical works on Isaiah
and the Revelations. He was doc-
tri nal ly a Pr edestinarian.

" What is advanced out of Cyprian
is more evident ; althoug h from all
the other writers referred to, nothing
can be collected but this ; that infants
might be bapti zed, and sometimes
were ; but not that it was the custom
in the first Church tha t they should be
bap tized j ust after their birth , as is
done in our sacred assemblies ," &c.
Observationum , Lib. ii. Cap. xvi.

He then refers to Ludovicus Vives,
and he shall be our next testimony,
who, in his obser vat ions on Augus -
tine , (De Civitate Dei, Cap . xxvii.
Lib. i.) after other remark s, adds :
" Let no one be deceived by this
passa ge, no one form er ly was laved
by sacred bapti sm, till of an adult age,
and when the same perso n both knew
what he wished of that m'ystica! wa-
ter , and desired to be washed , and
not merely once asked ," &c.

The next testimon y that I shall pro-
duce is that of Salmasius , which may
also be ta ken as that of Van Dale
himself, who was equal at least to
those whom he quotes , in that sort of
literature which is necessary for a
complete knowled ge of his subject , as
his Own ad mira ble work abundantl y
proves, *

" Something, therefo re/ "1 says Van
Dale* *? must be said of the ori gin arid
progress of this Paedobaptfatrt ,1 Wh ich

, .  . .' . . . s i , -
" '

. » . . .* .• . . . .
.
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? Hist. . B&pUsmatmn cum Heb ra icornm
tu rn Christianorum.
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I thus shew f irst fro m the celebrated
Sal inas ins, a man of such great name
among the Reformed. {Ex Ep istolA
ad Jus turn Pacium sub nomin e Sim-
p licii Verini. ) ' In the two fi rst
centuries nobod y received bapt ism,
but he who , being instr ucted in the
faith , and imbued with the doct rin e
of Chri st , could give testi mony that
he believed , on accou nt of those
wor ds, * He who shal l believe and be
bap tized/ Ther efore, the fi rst thin g
was to believe : thence arose the
order of catechum ens in the Church.
The perpe tual custom also then con-
stantl y prevailed , that the eueframt
should be immed iatel y given to those
cate chumens after baptism * After-
wards an opinion prevailed , t hat no-
bod y could be saved, unless he had
been bap tized ; and thence arose the
custom of giving ba ptism to infants.
But because the eucharist was given
to adul t catechumens , as soon as they
were washed with sacred baptism,
without any space of time intervening ,
it was instituted that this also should
be done to infants , after the introduc-
tion of I nfant Baptism / " Thus far
Van Dale, who was not of the clerical
profession , but all whose works are
full of erudition . *

I have alread y alluded to the opi-
nion of Socinus , and other learned
Unitarian s in Poland. To the opinion
also of the accomplished , critic , Gro-
tius , an allusion has also been mad e ;
and his opinion was, that Infant Bap-
tism might be practised , and was prac-
tised prett y earl y, but pot by Christ
or his apostles. An not. in Matt. xix.
Sensus est veniant ad Christum , ut
instituantur , non ut baptizentur , nisi
postquam vim baptismt intellixerent. "

My intention was, Mr. Editor , to
have subjoined a few thoughts on Mr.
Belsham's sense of Infant Baptism , in
reference to Tertu llian, and a crit ique
on the word norintp as used by him,
together with some remarks on Mr.
Belsham's " important testimony of
Justin Marty r, and his quot ations
from I re n ye u a and Ori gen. But these
matters , I percei ve, must be deferred.

. D , .
? II prati qua qctte science (M&decine)

arcjC suoc&a, et se fit une reputat ion 4a»»*1* Euro pe par *a profood© eruditi joa,-~
Nouveuu Dictionna ire Historiqut .

Sir , Swakeleys, Jan. 6, 181£K
PERlVf IT me to assure your Chi-

chester Corr espondent [Vol. XIII.
P- 749,] that noth ing he has writte n
on the subject of my *' Bible Only "
School at Binham , has in the *' least
anno yed " its well-meaning, hdwever
mistaken patron. He has warranta -
bly enough, perh aps, bestowed upon
it a title , which it seems however , it
did not deserve. The w hole differenc e
of opinion that obtains between us, is
indeed , 1 am willing to hope, no more
than th is : that while I am content to
seat my little plebeian catechumens
" at the feet of Jesus M and his apostles
alone, he yvould place some ApoII ps
beside them of the same way of th ink-
ing with himself, so long as they were
under my exclusive jurisdiction ; for
beyond that moment 1 profess to give
them up again to the ir parents. Ax
little , I trust , will he be, in retu rn,
** annoyed " by my Anti-isms of every
descri ption , if, in a spirit which ** thinks
eth no eyil* ' of any other opposed to
it, I venture to record my conviction ,
that , were every " note and comment "
now extant on the Bible, committed
to-morr ow to the flames , the religion
of Christ might somewhere or other ,
in this our enlightened day and gene-
ratio n * arise from their ashes in a purer
form than any it now exhibits in any
single established or non-establ ished
Church in Chr istendom.

W ith regard to m y projected plan of
a place of worsh ip, it is indeed , 1 fear,
still more Utop ian than he justl y re-
presents it ; for it by no means pro-
fesses to aim at inoffensiveness on the
ground of being alike and in common
acceptable to every denomination of
Christians . Its avowed object is an
approximation to the apostolic model
of relig ious homage : et j ure aut in-
jt iri& comprehends invocati on of the
Saviour of the world . The Unita -
rian woul d have to tolerate Idolatry
under a roof beneath which the Trini-
tarian had connived at the blasp hemy
of not addressing the Son as " an equal
perso n with " the Father ; while The
GOD and Father of our Lor d Jesus
Christ was alone ultimatel y addressed
as " the Author of every good and
every perfect gift," as ** the GOD
above all, as well as throu gh and in us
aH," the u one Lord ,"* the " made

* 1 Cor* viii * 6.

T

Mr. ClcuJte on his School f or Scr iptura l Christ ians. 39



Lor d," * the u Advocate at the Fa-
the r V right haitd ," and in the midst
of a congregation met together in his
name,, would be also petitioned , pr ay-
ed to, as able to save to the utter most
all who come unto that GOD th roug h
him- T owards such an approxi ma-
tion , the first step would be the abd i-
cation of all unscri ptural phraseol ogy ;
the subordin ation and delegated autho-
rity of the Logos—Theos, the next :
but within the ample range of this
preliminary circumscri ption , the pro-
posed Liturg y would expatiate as free-
ly as the letter of the Bible would
admit , and scarcel y ther efore prop iti-
ate , in all its parts , an unani mous ,
thoug h concurren t expression of de-
votion . Wh ile '* the mercy-se at "
shone with none but borrowed rays ,
it would still perhaps peer as one of
the most promi nent features of the
sanctuary ; as the incense ascended
from its altar , the hi gh priest who
wafted it toward s heaven might still
fix the tearful eye of many a" suppliant ,
and when the AHeluj ah ascended with
one heart and voice to Him who sit-
tet h upon the throne , what if the
Lamb were not all around , so with one
heart and voice, forgotten ? Thes£
are appalling annunciation s, undoubt -
edly, to many a scriptur al Christian ;
there are , on the other hand. iiot a few
as consisten t Bib lists, whose ear they
will by no means offend ; and for one,
I am fre e to confess, that thou gh re-
formation p roceeded no farther than
to these limits , most cordiall y should
I rejoice to see the reli gious service of
the Establis hed Sect (the best , in my
opinion , but for  its traditional defor-
mit ies, with which I am acquainted , )
so far purged of what every idolater of
the lite ra scripta of the sacre d records
must d eem its two cap ital po llutions.
Whether the more sweeping Unitarian
would patron ize what he might deem
so part ial , so insufficient a compro -
mise, f know not : but from the si-
lence of our body, I cer tain ly presume
that mere man-ism , ( I  use the word iti
no invidious sense,) is averse from the
experiment. To that implied deci-
sion , I now therefore respectfull y bow
with regret , and subscribe myselfi

J. T. CLARKE .
i . .  , ¦ , 

¦
. . • .  ¦ . .

* Act* ii. 36. See Or iesbach in lp<? .

40 Dr. Philipps on the Review of his Sermon before the Un itarian Fun d. *

Broom JBank 9 j tear Sheffield ,
Sin, J anuar y  17> 1819*

THE Reviewer of my Discours e,
which was preached in May last ,

before the Supporte rs of the Unitaria n
Fun d, having intimated to tne, [Vol.
XIII. p. 766,] " that it is not quite cor-
rect " perhaps , " to quote Luke vi. 12,
as a proof that our Lord continued a
whole ni ght in ' a dreary solitude ,1
sinc e tfp oo-evxri , sometimes, and pro ba-
bly here , signifies an orato ry , or
44 house of prayer ;" I feel myself call-
ed upon to explain. lam wel l satis-
fied , and have always entertained the
opinion , that the word Trpoa -evxy often
signifies an oratory , and that such is
the sense in the passage quoted , as
well as in Acts xvi. 13, to which the
reviewer has r eferre d me. But the
term " dreary solitude " was a term
which I applied , as every reader may
see, not to the ntp ocrtvyfl, but the moun-
tain to which our Lor d had gone, and
on which he continued all night, (Sox-
WKT€p €vuv €v ti) <xp ocr£vxy rov ®£0t7) " i n
the oratory of God ." Some indeed ;
think this to be rather a harsh tr ansla -
t ion, and prefer the common version ,
which is also adopted in the new one,
and which I have followed, notwith -
standin g its . supposed incorrectness.
Indeed th is adoption cannot require
much defence, when it must be ad mit-
ted that p rayer or devout communion
with God (which is prayer taken in
its most compr ehensive sense) was
our Saviou r's object. Tndeed it ought
to be mention ed in favour of the com-
mon translation , that the Cambri dge
Man uscri pt has oevrov afte r the word
7vpo <revx Q instead of rov. The reviewer
has refe rred me to Acts xvi. 13,
and Bishop Pear ce's Comment ary and
Note. 1 have not th at auth or at hand ,
but I admit that the Jews had their
irpoo-evxcu near to rivers , or by the sea-
side, and in other ret ired places on the
plains ; or, near to (as the preposition
€ig sometimes signifies) the mountains ;
but they had them also on the hills an
mountains themselves, the retreat of
the moat recluse, because the least ex-
posed to intru sion. See Jen nings's
Jewish Antiquities , Vol. II. p. 91,
also p, 6& These irpoa -evxai included
a certain space of ground enclosed
with walls and open to the Heave n*,
accordin g to Philo, Josephus and Oth er
writ ers, whith er devout person s ire-
sort ed alone, or in company , for reli-



gious ^xerc^ses. Those on 
the 

high
grounds , or within the bosom x>f the
dre ary iinoamtai us, were frequ ented by
such persons as wished to be as much
as possible remote from the haunts
and interr uptions of man . Such a
solitude would naturall y, I think , be
our Saviour 's choice, under the cir-
cumstan ces which I bro u ght before the
reader , and which shew the anxious
state of his mind at the time , and prove
how neces sary he found it to fl y to
God, in retirement from the worl d,
and seek counsel and direction for !the
great wor k before him. The absolute
and entire dependence of Christ on his
Father 's wisdom and support , and his
long-continued earnestn ess to obtai n

Suggestion on John i. 1 •
Ph iladelp hia , U. S.

J une 12, 1818.
ADMITT ING that the introduc -

tory verses in the Gospel by
Joh n relate to the Christian dispen-
sation , and that , by " the wor d," Jesu s
Christ is to be understood as the per-
son designated ; the explanation which
is usuall y given of that part of the
first verse in which we read , that
€t the word was with God," appears to
me to be liable to severa l objections.
It is said , that , to be " with God "
means, to rece ive divine communica -
tion s ; and th at , " as Moses was with
God in the mount , so was Christ in
the wilderness , or elsewhere ; to be
instructed and disciplined for his high
and important office :" but , in the
context , there is no menti on of, and
no allusion to, such an occurr ence ;
and itlie supposition , of Socinus , that
to be " with God " in the passage
before us, signifies, that , as the word
of God , J esus was k nown to God
alone, is, to my mind , equal ly unsa -
tisfactory .

In illustrati ng the phraseology of
Scri pture , and pa r t icularl y the He-
braisms with which the New as well
as the Old Testament abounds, it is
oft en useful to recur to the passages
iii which they are fi rst to be met with ,
and t tyus to ascertain their original
signification .

Iii Geq. v. 22, we read, €t Aiid
Enoch walked . tvi t/ i .Gotf . " JHfo\ r he
*€ walked vnif i f rod," we learn from

and a.pply them to the important pur -
poses \n view, pres ent , in ray estima-
tion, the most positive exclusion of
his Deity that can , offer itself to a re-
flecting mind. I would add, that the
t ranslation of the word evof atCp ro " was
wont to be made ," in Aets xvi. IS, is,
I appre hend, very impr oper . The
prop er rendering would -be " register-
ed, Or allowed by law / 7 In the same
sense the word is used iu Luke iii. 33,
where , instead of reading . " being as
was suppose d, the Son of J oseph,1*
we should rath ,er read " legally sanc-
tione d, or * al lowed to be according to
law ,*" or " reg istered * as the Son of
Jos eph.' 1'

NATH. PHILI PPS.

H$b. xi. 5, where it is said, " befo re
his trans lation he had this testimony
that he p leased God "

The next person spoken ,of as
having walked with God, was Noah.
Gen. vi. 9: " Noah was a j ust man,
and 'perfect in his gener ations, and
Noah walked with God." Here , as in
the former instance , the reference is
to perso nal charact er 5, and as walki ng
indicates a stead y, .regula r course, the
meaning will be, that both Enoch
and Noah were pious aad rel igious
persons when this character was given
of them.

In , the fir st Epistle of John , several
passages are to be met wit h in which
similar phraseology is used . Thus , it
is said , chap , i, S, " and tr uly our
f ellowship  is with the Fath er, and with
his Son Jesus Chris t " Chap. iii. -24 :
" He that heep eth his command men t$t
dwelleth in him, and he in him." Cha p,
iv. 15: " Whosoever sha ll confess that
Jesus is, the Son of God, God dwelleth
in him , and he in God " As these are
gene r al declarations , they cannot be
descri pt ive of any special or peculiar
commu nicati ons to particu lar persons ;
but are easil y understoo d, if referred
to rel igious character .

Per haps , the strong est and most
exactl y parallel expression , is tha t
which occurs in Psa lm lxxj ii. 9,3 :
** Nevertheless, I am continuall y  with
thee." These are the words of Asaph,
a man who made no claims either to
the prop hetic character , or ip any
divine mission ; they would , there *
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tftfre, be totall y irrelevant , if referred
to constant communicati ons from hea-
ven -9 but they are admirab ly descrip-
tive of a mind habitua lly reli gious and
devowt.

In moder n composition s we find
the same application of the phrase
" with God." The following lines are
part of a hymn by the late Dr. Dod-
drid ge, on " livin g habituall y in the
fear of God :"

** As differe nt Scenes ot hte arise ,
Our gratefu l heart s would be

With tbee amids t the social band .
In solitude with thee."

I am , th erefore , disposed to con-
strue Joh n i. 1, £, thus : " In the
beginning of the period respecting
which I am now to t reat , Jesus Christ
existed ̂  

and Jesus was a pious and
rel igious per son, and Jesus was God ;
as Moses was God to Pharaoh , and as
those persons were called gods unto
whom the word of God came. This
Jesus was in the beginning with
God, i. e. he was from the firs t pious
and religious."

Thus, it seems to me, that unifor -
-iriity is preserve d in the interpretation
of the phrase which has now been
considered ; that the Evangelist is
made to speak with distinct ness and
precision both of the personal and
official charac ters of Je sus Christ ;
and that the second verse contains an
explanatory remark of considerable
impor tance , instead of appearin g to
be merely a repetition of what had
been asserted in the precedin g verse.

These observat ions are made with
diffidence , for I am not aware that
they corresp ond with any explanati on
that has yet been given of the passa ge
to which they relate.

J. T.

- Brief Notes on the Bible.
No. II. •

FTHH ERE is no safer rule, none
JL more estimable , than that of in-

terp retat ing Scri pture by Scri ptu re.
" The word was God. " John i. 1.
J ei>us is taken to be implied by

" the Wor d ;" the word of God* in
all its " fulness/' residin g in, and
being pro mulgated by, him.

But , the question is unsett led whe-
ther <c God/' in this sentence , be used

? For No. l9 see Vol. X UL p. 632 .

in a subordinate , or in the primary ,
sense.

I will assume (without conced ing)
that it is used in the primar y sense,
denoting the Almighty.

What follows ?
In my humble apprehension , that

the version ought , for the sake of or-
dinary readers , to be

" The word was as God."
Pronounced by Him , th roug h a

medium, it was to be regarded , not
mere ly as spoken by himself, but (in
scri ptu ral phraseo logy) as himself.

Pretty bold , it may be said, and
rather free with the original.

But , is such a latitude , to make
sense of a passage, unexam pled or
unauthorized ?

Take the answer in 2 Samuel xxiv*
23.

" AH these things did Araunah ,
as a king , give unto the king." The
word " as" is in italic s, supp lied by
the translators to make sense of the
passage ; Araunah being no king,
but a wealth y subjec t of Dav id's.

It is possible, also, to make non-
sense of a passage by a literal trans-
latio n, unexp lained .

e. g. " The word was with God,
and the word was God."

This occurs in the context , and a
more eminent example it would not
be very easy to cite.

So, ought not Matt. xii. 50, to be
ren dere d, " Whosoever shall do the
will of my Father which is in heaven ,
the same is as my brot her and sister
and mother" ?

If 1 be told tha t this and a multi-
tude of similar passages ar e always
understood and read in this sense,—
be it so! And does not consistency
require the same princi ple of con-
struct ion to elucidate John i. 1 ?

BREVIS.

V
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On the Contents of the Book of the
Revelat ion.

No. I.
\TOT WI THST ANDING the bfes-

_, J^l sings pronounce d on those who
atten d to the words of this prop hecy,
and keep those th ings that are wr itten
therein , many sincere believers in
Christianity think the time lost that
is spent in the stud y of it, and that it
would be much better employed in
studying the precepts of moralit y*
With them I think this last ought to



be done 3 but also, tha t the knowled ge
derived from the othe r would be a
strong inducement to the practic e of
the moral princi ples of Christi anity.
Under this impr ession I shal l take the
liberty of submitting to your readers
the following sketch of its conten ts,
as they a ppear to me, upon comparing
it with the ecclesiastical and civil his-
tory of the fi rst centuries of Chris -
tia nity :

Chap. i. 1—3, is the auth orit y for
publishing this book , it being the
revelation made by the Deity of future
events , to Jesus the Christ , and by
him-, throug h his messenger, in vision,
made known to Joh n, who herein
bea rs his test imon y to all that he saw ;
and pronounces him blessed who stu-
diousl y pays attention to it, because
the time of commencement was fast
approaching.

Ver. 4—20 : Joh n's address to the
seven successive ages of Christia nity,
describing the manner in which the
vision was given to him , that the
scene was laid in the Temp le or Chris -
tian Church , (1 Cor. iii. 16, 17,) in
which Jesus , clothed as high pries t,
was in every succeeding age walking
amon gst the lamps or church es, tri m-
ming them and keep ing them con -
stantly bri ght^ The last verse unfolds
the mystery of this whole chapter ,
by explaining that the stars in the
right hand of the hi gh priest , are the
Christian teac hers , in the seven ages
of the Christian Church ; and that
the seven lam ps are the Churches ,
whose lamps, in seven successive pe-
riods , are to follow each other in
being the lights (Matt. v. 14) of the
world *The second and third chapte rs con-
tain the messages that Jesus , oUr hi gh
priest; sends in each period to the
Church. The prologue of each message
is tak en fro m the descri pt ive appea r-
ance of Jesus in the first chapte r. The
second part describes , in few words , the
general state of the Church in each
age. This is followed by di rect ions
suitable to the perio d, an d interspersed
with threats and prom ises \ and the
whole concluding with rewards to
be given to overcomers , and an ex-
hortation to those who hav e under -
stan ding, to hearken to the prop hetic
dire ctions.

Cha p, iv, John is invited to look
into futu ri ty: , and before we do so,
it may be proper to observe, that

though all the parts of this book har-
monize togethe r, yet the book , to be
understood, must be con sidered as
dividin g itsel f into three parts. 1. Is
the figurative descr iption of the Chris -
tian church , as the temple, with Jesus
ministe ring m it as high priest. Then
follows the descr iption of the peculiar
state of each churc h, th rough the
whole period of the pr ophecy : with
propriety this may be considered as
the ecclesiast ical part of the pro phecy,
and is contai ned in the th ree fi rst
chap ters.

The second part of this prop hecy
repre sents Jesus as enth ron ed, and
going forth with J iisarmy of saints to
break into pieces the kingdoms of the
world. This part begins at the 4th
chapter * and concludes at the 18th
verse of the llth chapter ; and the
remainin g chapters may be considered
as descr iptive vis ions of various scenes,
which tak e place from the first esta-
blishment of nominal Christi anity,
till the grand period of the consum *
mation of all th ings. Under this view
of the pro phecy we shall find tha t
the 4th and 5th chapters correspond
with the Ephesian church -state , and
are an account of the general political
sta te of Christianity until the destruc -
tion of Je rusalem. The 6th and 7th
chapters run parallel with the church
of Smyrna , and describe the over-
turnin g of Rome Pa gan. The 8th
and 9th chapters describe the over -
tu rning of the Eastern Roman Chris -
t ian empire. The 10th . and 11th
descri be the Christian world , as it
may be called , from the commence-
ment of nominal Chr istianity, un der
Constant ine, till the conclusion of the
Millenial age, including the whole of
the rema inin g five churc hes, which
will be more dist inctl y seen by no-
ticing their respective periods of
commencement an d concl usion.

Returning back to the 4th chapte r,
I not ice, that , in the descri ptive mes-
sage to this church , it was to continue
from A. D. 83, to A. D. 73. Its cha-
racter was to he remar kable for their
laborio us exertio ns in spreading the
Gospel , thei r patience under Jewis h
persecution , and thei r tr y ing the cre-
dentials of those judaizing teachers
who called themsel ves apostles 5 their
undauntedness in suffer ing ; thej r ab-
horrence of ambition in Christi an
teachers ; that at the commencement
of this period they were united ly of
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one hear t and mind , but th at at the
close of it , a part y spirit would be
admitt ed, which was to be endea-
vou re d to be diestroyed by exhorta-
tions to unit y under the th reat of th e
}ight of this church being extinguished.
JLet any one upon comparing thi s
message with the wr itings of the New
Testa ment , say, if  the pro phecy does
tiot agree with its accomp lishment ,
and if it is possible to place any other
per iod of the history of Christianity
which it would have so Well agreed
with. Let us now turn to the pro-
ph ecy.

Chap. iv. 1, John is invited to look
into futurit y, and 2, in a prop heti c
vision beholds a throne; 5, and Jesus
gloriousl y enthroned on it 3 4, sur-
rounded by twenty-four ancients in
pri estly robes , with regal crowns on
each side encircling him on the th rone ;
5, 6, the usual accompa niments of the
Divine Presence with the sea of glass
before the throne ; 79 8, and the che-
rubic standard of Israel disp lay ed : a
lion for Judah on the East , an eag le
for Dan on the North , a man for Reu-
ben on the South , and an ox for
Ephraim on the West ; whil st the army
of Israel under their respective stand -
ards pronounce that he who was dea d,
but is now alive, and who cometh to
j udge the f oorld, God 's appointed ru -
ler , is thrice hol y and all-powerful ;
9—1 1, whilst the arm y of Israel with
their standard -beare rs , ascribe honour
and glory to Jesus thei r ruler , the
twenty-four anc ients, or the uni ted
chiefs of the royal priesthood hi both
dispensations , ra ise t he chor us ,

" Wort hy art thou , our Chief , wit h
our God most hol y,

" To receive the glor y, the honour
and the power ;

*' For thou hast formed the whole.
" And they were and are formed

according to th y will."
Comp. Eph. i. 10, 20, Coloss.i. 1G.
Chap. v. continues this gran d scene,

in which the whole arm y of Israel
have by accla mation appro ved of their
general officer. 1, the sealed scroll
of futuri ty lien ou the light sidle of
the thr one of God , sealed Vv ilh seven
seals ; 2, a messenger inquires who
is wort hy to ufri i-ol it ; 8, 4, and
John weeps because none are found
Worthy ; but 5, is cohifoited by one
6f the ancients , Who tells 'him who is
ttfd t-thy ; 6—8, Jesu s theh descends
from the thro ne, aki d takes the book .

on which the twenty-fou r ancients
again pay their homage, saying,

*'* Thou art worth y to take the scrol l,
and operi its seals ;

" For thou wast slain , and hast re-
deemed us to God by thy-bteod ,

" Ftfom every tribe , and languag e,
and people , and nation : \

"An d h ast mad e us kings aijd
priests to our God .

" And we shall rei gn upon the
earth. "

To this sublim e acknowled gment
of the royal and pr iestl y ran k being
derived from the superior virtue of
thei r Leader , the army of God , under
his banners , rep ly, in chorus ,

*6 Worth y is the Lam b that was
slain ,

*' To receive power , and wealth ,
and wisdom,

** And strengt h, and honour , and
glory, and blessing. '

To this choru s the whole living
and dead repeat in chorus ,

" To the Lamb be blessing, arid
honour , and power ,

" And strength to the age of ages."
The four battalion s of Israel , i. e.

the unit ed church militant th roug hou t
the world , under their respective
standards , exclaim , iC So be it ^" on
w hich the royal prie sthood pay ho-
mage to their King.

We see here the enjoined dut y on
the teachers of that day : whilst the
artn y of Jesus was collecting recruits
in Palestine , and the whole civilized
wdrid , it was to unfold the vast poli -
tical d esigns intended to be accom-
plished by the doctrines of the cross ;
ati d, that thoug h Christianity was th e
most moral and virtuous of al] reli -
gions, yet that was not all , they tvere
to prove to Ch ristians the importance
of their doctrin es^ lives and conver -
sa ti ons ; they being th e weapons by
which God intended to subdue the
world.

We are now conie to th e Smyrna
stat e of Christianity. The church of
Ephesus was, as the name expresses
it , the desired Church , that st at e
which prop hets and kings had desired
to see, — the Messiah come. They
had left their fi rst love, and , not re-
pentiug, thei r lam p, ds foretol d, was
removed. No successors wer e giver *
to the apostles , by whom miraculou s
powers could be conferred on th e
Christian. But he was left to pfove
the truth of his religibn by its owit
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superior excellency. And as Smyrna
signifies tnyrrh , the incense .which
ascended before the altar was the per-
fu me of bitte r persecutions , imprison-
men ts, tortures and martyrdom . This
was declared (chap. ii. 9) should take
place , and princi pal ly owing, to the
Jewish nation and ' priestho od, who*
having lost their political character ,
endeavoured , by all their influence ,
1o pr ejudice , by false rep resentations ,
the Gentiles against Christianity. It
was likewise foretold the y should hav e
ten years of severe persecuti on, but
that , if they faithful ly suffered mar-
tyr dom for it, they should , by their
death , gain for Christianity a crown
among the living ; which took place
when Constantine made it the reli gion
of the Rom an empire.

During the rei gns of Augus tus ,
Tiberius , Caligula , Claudius , Nero ,
Galba , Otho , and - Vitellius, Christi-
anity was gaining ground by its sim-
plicity, and the purity of its doctrines.
Miraculous powers evidenced itstruths
to be of divine ori gin ; these , aid ed by
the apostolic labours , forme d Chris-
tian societies over the whole Roman
empire. Christianity was generally
free from per secution , except ing from
the Jews. The standar d-bearers are
represented in the squar e camp, one
at each quarter of the world , Rome,
the seat of government , being consi-
dered as the cent re.

Chap . vi. 1, 2, opens the firs t seal ,
by introducing to the th rone of the
Caesars ,Vespasian from the West. - This
seal lasts with the Flav ian famil y,
twenty-ei ght years. Its white horse
and bow is the emblem of victory,
and the rei gn of the princes of this
famil y was one season of conquest. .

Ver. 3, 4. The second seal ushers
in Nerva from the West , and last s
to the murder of Didius Julianus.
Nerva was a Spania rd , west of Rome,
as was also Trajan , who succeeded
him. This per iod is well emblemized
by the red horse ; it being remark-
able for the conquests of Trajan , the
slaughte r of the Jewish nation , the
blood y victories of Antoninus on the
Danube , and the horrible cruel ties
of Comtnodus , followed by the mur-
ders of the emperors Pertinax and
J ulianus. %

Ver. 6y 6. The third seal is from the
South , and introduces the Severian fa-
miiy from Afri ca. Equall y well is the

reign of J> is family for about fort y -two
years eiiibleuiized by a black hor se
and balanc es. His own cruelties and
severe regulation s were followed by
the horrib le atroc ities of the fierce
Caracall a, who was succeeded by the
infamous and effeminat e Helto gabalus ,
and the murde r of the excellent Alex-
ander.

Ver. 7, 8, introduce the fou rth seal
from the North , and which contain an
epitome of war , famine, wild beasts
and pestilence , which last about fifty
years , beginning wit h the reigra of
Maxi min of Thra ce, who began his
rei gn by seizing all the public reve-
nues , and exercis ing the most unhea rd-
of cruelties , and close wit h the elec-
tion of Diocletian to the imperial dig-
nity. This is allowed to be the most
awful period tha t the empire had ever
known. The competitors for the pu r-
ple were so numerous , that , betw een
civil wars and the invasion s of the
barbarians ^ wild beasts , famin e and
pestilence desolated the whole empire.

Ver. 9—11, is theo pening of the fifth
seal , and alludes to the ten years ' per-
secution under Diocletian . The scene
is laid in the Temple, and the mart yrs
who had been sacrificed are repre-
sented as cry ing for vengeance upon
their persecutors j they are exhorte d
to patience , and to consider how the
Ephesian church had triump hed .

The other persecutions had been
occasioned by various causes eman a-
ting from Christianity ; but this was
occasioned b y a full determination to
dest ro y the Christian name , inste ad of
which it occa sioned the overturning
of the Pagan Idolatry of Rome , and
substituting nominal Christianity in
its stead.

Ve r. 12— 1 7y is the sixth seal opened
with an account of the overturning of
Paganism. By a reference to H aggai
ii. 1 , Ileb. xii . 27 , Isaia h xiii. 12— 14,
xxxiv. 4, Je remiah iv. 28, 24, Joel ii.
10, SI , Matt. xxiv. 39, as wel l as other
places, it will appear that this lan-
guage of the Revelator signifies that
the Christian Church was completel y
triump hant over its Heathen adversa-
ries, and that a new temporal order of
things had tak en place* which it did ,
when the emperors C*alerius , Max i-
min, and Ucinus , made a public pro-
fession of their guilt , recalled their
decrees , and acknowled ged the di-
vine judg ments in thei r chastisement .

T* T.
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LINE S
Written ^ but not sent ) to Dr. Pries tley^on his Address to the J ews*

O Thou , whose pious hand with just dis-
da in

Hath freed Rel igion from its servile chai n,
Hath tau ght the soul with pu rer aim to

raise
And give its Mak er undivided praise 5
Accept the tribute of a Hebrew muse,
For give her rashness , and her faul ts ex

cuse .
O coul d she speak her own emphatic

tongue,
And emulate the g-low of anpient song,
Thy deathless nam e should grace immor -

tal lay s,
And nations yet unbo rn should chaunt th y

praise.
But now such tasks no longer Israel 's

care,
In exile doomed their tedious lives to

wear ;
Stru ggling to live unmindfu l of their fame ,
Their bread ,' alas ! they seek, and not a

name .
No patriot spark durst fire their humble

breast ,
To see thei r oft-repeated wrongs red rest ;
Th' Almi ghty fiat which pronounced their

doom ,
Hath not in p ity yet dispelled the gloom .
'Till then , withhel d from each ennoblin g1

plan ,
Which makes man glory in the name of

man ;
" ¦Till th en , unconscious of the sacred flame
Which fires to Merit , and which lifts to

Fame 5
Jests of the theatre s—t h e peop le's scorn
Must we rema in oblivi ons and forlorn.
And is it the n to such tho u stret ch' st thy

han d,
E' en to the poor—vile stra nger of the

land ;
Pointing to where their wann est wishes

tend ,
And ardent to promote the glorious end ? '
And canst thou , vers M in natu re and in

art ,
Thus kindl y stoo p and speak unto our

heart I
Dur st- we, then , ven ture on the ha llowed

theme ,
And you not idolize nor we blaspheme ?
Then , J udah , were not all. th y woes in vain ,
The bri ght reward mi ght well overpay our

pa in •
Then may we Tiope to see the nat ions join ,
And with one voice proclaim the One

divin e 5

HYMN .
He who walks in Virtue 's way,

Fi rm and fearless , walket h sure ty ;
Diligent while yet 'tis day ,

On he speeds, and speeds secu rely.
Flow 'rs of peace beneath him grow y

Suns of pleasure br ighte n o'er him j
Mem Vy's joys behind him go,

Hope 's sweet angels fl y before him.
Thus he moves fro m stage to stage ,

Smiles of earth and beav 'n attending £
Softl y sinking down in age,

A nd at last to death descendin g.
Cradled in its quiet deep,

Calm as Summer 's loveliest ev rn,
He shal l sleep the hallow 'd sleep ;

Sleep, that is o'erwatch M by heav 'iu
Till that day of days shall come,

When th' archangePs trumpe t breaking;
Through the silence of the tomlf,

All its prisoners awaking my
He shal l hear the thund ering blast , ?

Burst the chilling bands that bound him ;
To the throne of glory haste ,

All heav 'n's splendo rs op 'nin g* roun d
him .

A.

HYMN .
Wh en before Thy throne "we k neel ,

Fiil'd with awe and hol y fear ,
Teach us, O our God , to feel

All Th y sacred presence near.
Check eac h proud and wand 7 ring thou g ht

When on Th y great name we cal l ;
Man is nought—is less than uought:

Thou , our God , art all in all .
Weak , imperfect crea tures , we

In this vale of darkness dwell ;
Yet pre sume to look to Thee ,

'Midst Th y li ght ineffable.
O forgive the pr aise that dares

Seek Th y heav 'n-exalted throne ;
Bless our offe rin gs, hear our pray 'rs ,

Infinite and Hol y One !
A

ON HEARING Mr. *********
PREACH.

Go, favour ed youth , and to the sons of men ,
The vast designs of Provideuce explai n 3
Go, and to all his doubting childr e n pr ove
Till Almighty Fath er 's everlastin g love 5
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POETRY.
Whilst man with universal concord blest
Shal l clasp each friend and brot her to his

breast ,
Idolatry no longer boast her flam e,
One God in heaven, One oh earth his

name.



SONNET
To the memor y of the late Mr. Ingra in , of

Ticknal , near Bewdley, who bequeathed
£600 th at the interes t mi ght he annual ly
employed for procurin g1 sermons to be
preached aga inst inhumanity to dumb
creat ures, especiall y horses .

?f from the high abode of glorious light
Angels descend , to mark how those de-

mean
Form'd in their Maker 's image not in

vain>Watchin g with joy th* atteste d love oi
righ t

0

In acts of mercy, and such deeds record ,
Then in their annals Ingram 's nam e must

shine ,
Who view 'd the God of .nature 's kind de-

si gn ,
And cruel tr eatment to his wor ks abhorr 'd:
Fai n woul d his genero us sympath y as-

suage
All human ty rann y unj ust and base,
The dumb creati on 's pai n and man 's dis-

g*race ,
And for humani ty all hearts engage :
O happy sym path y of pow'r beni gn,
Diffusing - blessing's like thy source divine !

R. F.
Kidderminster , Nov . 7, 1818.

Poetry *—Sonnet to Sir Stunuel T&omilly .— "Deo Op timo Maxim o. 47
Teach men the joys which self can never

know,
To check the read y tear prepar ed to flow ,
And tell them what a strong and tender

clai m
Centre s^ in all who bear a brot her 's nam e :
Instruct mank ind , too fir mly bound to

earth ,
What lastin g joys of more tr anscendant

wort h,
What purer , loftier pleasure s are designed
To be the porti on of th? immortal mind.
Of stron g persuasive eloquence possess'd ,
By learnin g aided , and with talents blest ,
Let earth' s low cares assail th y heart in

vai n,
Its pom ps , its pleasures , and its wealth

disdain ;
One task alone , one noble work be thine ,
To vindicat e the ways of Power Divine .

I. L.
Kendal.

SONNET TO SIR SAMUEL ROMI LLY.
Composed a shor t time before his

lamentabl e decease .
When Mercy weeps, and Justi ce pines con-

vulsed
For statu tes blurr 'd , that blushing 1 Albion

long-s
To have annull ed , O Romilly,.against such

wron gs
forem ost to stri ve is gracef ul , thou gh re-

pulsM
By all the chieftains of the legal roll :
The bird that wand er 'd o'er the water

spread ,
Whose likeness hove r 'd on th' anointed

head ,
Is a fair emblem of th y clement soul
Tha t, with unwearied pity, perse veres
The bloodless criminal fro m death to save :
Mor e sterlin g honou r to th y name adheres
Thau to proud stre amers that in victo ry

wave,
The martial tr uncheon of suprem e renown ,
Or mi g-h tj ' splendour of a despot 's crow n.

R. F.
Kidderminster , Nov. 7, 1818.

LIFE .
From the Chester Guardi an .

Life 's a varied , bri ght illusion ,
Joy and sorrow— light and shade :

Tur n f rom sorrow's dark suffusion ,
Catch the pleasures , ere they fade.

Fancy paints , with hues unreal ,
Smile of bliss, and sorrow ^ mood ;

If they both are but ideal ,
Why reject the seeming good ?

Hence , no more ! 'tis wisdom calls ye^ /
IJ ids ye court time's pr esent aid ;

The future trust not—h ope en&ra ls ye,
Catch the pleasure  ̂ere they fade.

SONNET.

[From " Apeleutkerus ; or an. Effort to-
attain Intelle ctual Fre edom." 8vo.]

Deo Op timo Max imo.

O Thou , whose bounty gave this man tlin g*
bowe r

Where , from the world retired , I oft
recline ,

And tr ace Thy wond er -working hand
divine ,

And read Th y name in ev'ry blushin g
Bower;

Sov'rei gn of nat ure , all-directin g Power !
Gr eat sourc e of bein g-, life, and light,

and joy !
To Thee I dedicate this best employ,

This sweetest solace of the silent hour.
O search th is heart , that seeks no vain

disguise,
Accept the tribute  ̂ and the labou r

bless :
View the pure motive with approvin g

eyes—
Th y g lory, in Th y creature 's happ iness.

Smile on the page that bids the mind be
f ree.

And points the path to virt ue, aud to
Thee !
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DOMES TIC.
Religious .

UNIT ARIAN ASSOCI ATION.
Proce edings at a Meeting to consider

the P ropriety of form ing an Associa-
tion fo r  p rotecting the Civil Rights
of  Unitarians .
We are enabled th is month to pre sent

our rea ders with an Account of the Pro -
ceedings of a Meet ing of Unitarians , held
at the Londo n Tave rn , on th e 13th Janu ary ,
for the purpos e of considerin g the prop riety
of form ing an Association for the Pr otection
of their Civil Rights . Such a Society has ,
we know , been long' anxi ousl y desired by
many Unitar ians , and we trust that it will
now receive their supp ort as a measu re
which can not fail to be pr oducti ve of the
most beneficial results .

John Christie , Esq. being called to the
Chai r, observed , that all present were ac-
quai nted with the object for which they
were assembled, and tha t their friend Mr.
Fox had been instrum en tal in conveni ng
them . He would , therefor e, not ente r at
any length into the subject , but should
requ est that gentl eman to explai n the cir -
cumsta nces out of which the present meet -
ing1 had ari sen .

Mr . : Fox .—It would , no doubt , be per-
fectly understood , that , al thou gh his nam e
onl y appea red , the meet ing had not been
convened merel y at his suggestion . About
three mont hs ago, the Committee of the
Unitaria n Fund was app lied to by several
gentlemen who were desirous that an As-
sociation for the Protection of the Civil
Bights of Unitarians should be instituted ,
and who wished the Committe e to co-ope-
rat e with them . Some cases had arise n
which seemed to render the measu re expe-
dient , and a general wish had bee n ex-
pressed in fa vow r of it from the country ;
so much so, that it was pr obable , if it was
not begu n in London , someth ing would be
attempted elsewhere to meet the general
feeling. In consequence of the applica-
tion made to them , there fore , the Fu nd
appoi nted a sub-committee to meet and co-
operate with the applicants ; and , after
matura considera tion , it was deemed ex-
pedient to call a general meetin g to con-
sider the subject . In orde r to convene
th is meetin g-, some line seemed . proper to
l>e drawn to regulate the mode of summon-
ing-. Public advertis ements would only
have drawn many persons together , some
from idle curiosity , and others , perha ps, to
distur b the pr oceedings : the easiest and
simplest way, the refore , was thought to^ be,
to ta ks the lists of the two known bodifcs of
friends to Unita ria nisjni, the Bqqk-Safety
and the Fuml3 adding to them the names of

the officiati ng" ministers of .all congregations
which occur red to the Committee 's remem-
brance. The tim e chosen was thought most
proper , as it would enable some country
friends to attend . This was the course
adopted ,; man y erro rs might have, and , iio
doubt , had arisen in issuing summonses 5
the lists were found very imperfect in some
respects ; and some from misdirection had
been returned from the Post -office : but it
was trusted tha t every one would give credit
for such errors being i nvoluntary. Man y,
it was feared , had been omitted wh om it
would ha,ve been highl y desirable to sum-
mon , but he hoped any such omissions
would be excused .

Mr. Aspj lanb said , the gentlemen who
acted as a Committee to prepare the way
for the meetin g had done him the honour
to re quest he would explai n the object of
the proposed Association , and propose the
Rules intended to be submitted for consi-
derat ion. In brin g ing forward the sub-
ject , he wished it full y understood that
the utilit y of such an Association would
come fairl y into discussion. The conveners
of the meeting1 had but one object , one
onl y desire , to secure themse lves in the
possession of their Civil Ri ghts ; and if it
was clear that they were alread y sufficient ly
sec ti red by other means ,he should be the firs t
to wai ve fu rther proceedin gs. There was no
novelty in institutin g a Society for protect -
ing the Civil Ri ghts of Religious Bodies.
Several such societies wer e in existence .
The body of Deputies of the Three Deno-
minations was one, the oldest amon gst
Dissenters , and a most respectable associa-
tion. The recentl y-formed society , called
the Pr otestant Society, was another most
usefu l instit u tion , which arose from the
opposi tion to Lord Si^month 's bill , em-
bracin g chiefly members of Calvinisti c
commun ions. The Quakers , it was well
kno wn , had their Committee of SufFeriags
to watch over their Civil Rights •, and the
Wesleian Met hodists had a committe e for
the like pur pose. There was nothin g new,
th erefore , in the prop osal 3 it only re-
mained to consider how far it was expe-
dient to adopt it. It was known to all,
that Unitarians were , at least , as much ex-
posed to obloquy as any sect , and tha t it
was but recent ly that they had been broug ht
within the pal e of the law. Till within a
few years they h,ad been protect ed by po
law, althou gh they had been shielded, in«- 
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spite of the law, by publ ic opinion. Tlie
legislature had, however , liberal jy ex^iv^M
its toleration by the repeal of tfoe excepting
clause d» the Act of WilUani ajfcd iJ Jfaw*
but since that time cases have aw#en, which
it was well known had crea ted doubts
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Whet be r the p rfev i sion s made i n fa von rof
Unitarians sufficientl y accom plished that
object ^ and the opinion , he was afraid , of
very eminent lawyers was, tha t the recent
law did no more tha n re peal the pena l
enactment s, and that Uni tar ians wer e left
to stand exactl y as they did at common laic .
This opinion was full y avowed in the Wol-
verhampt on Ca.se, which is still und e r dis-
cussion, and in which doctrines were at-
tempted to be enforc ed, very alarmin g* cer-
tainl y with re ferenc e to the ri ghts and
pro perties of Unitarians . It was th ere
contended , that they are not wi thi n the
protectio n of the law , that no foun dat ions,
none at any rate , prior in time to the passin g
of the late Act cairbelon g to Unita ria ns, but
to Trinitarians , as the only species of Dis-
senters legal ly recognized . If this doctr ine
should be established , it need not be ob-
serve d how mischievous and r uinous would
be the consequences 5 and if it should not
ultimatel y, yet if individual s were left to
protect themselves , they would be har assed
by the innumerable evils arisin g1 from the
expense and vexation of litigation th roug h
a long- period of distraction and fear -

It would be recollected that , in the dis-
cussion on the case alluded to, a very un-
favourable opinion had been expressed by
that great man whose loss had latel y occa-
sioned such a shock , he meant Sir S. Ho-
milly .  He declare d this opinion in court ;
but besides the expre ssion of opinion there ,
which might have been attrib uted to the
warmth of ah ad vocate , he had in private
letters since expressed vt stron g- feeling of
the insec u rity of the basis on which the
civil ri ghts of Unitarians rest. He (Mr. A.)
had received a note from him , not many
months before his death , sta t ing his deli-
berate opin ion , that they were not pro tect ed
at law , and that no other course was open
to the m th an an app lication k> Parliament .
He offe red willing ly to assist and supp ort
such an app lication , but observed th at he
was not very sanguine rts to its success .
There was, therefore , in the opinion of so
great a man , a stron g ground for actio n
and exertion ; and it appeared hi ghl y im-
por tant to assoc ia te, with a view both to
resist aggre ssion, and to pro ceed , if neces-
sar y, to obtai n securi ty by leg islative pro-
visions . Nothing could be worse than un -
cer taint y where libert y and propert y are
concerned . It struck him that Unitarians
were in that state , an d tliat ther efore some-
thi ng should be done , that they might no
longer fear the breakin g up and destruction
of their found ations by any in ternal divi -
sion , and that they mig-ht be secure fro m
persecut ion , let whateve r change of ti mes
happen ; and that such a chan ge might ta ke
place,, no one would say was impossible .
The%ia sie' of Mr . John Wri ght , of Live rpool ,
she wed the feeling 4>f many of goeat weight

in the country to be hostile. He was in-
dicte d for- prom ulgati ng opinions closely
connect ed ,! at any rate , with those of Uni-
tarian s ; and the opinion of some persons ,
well able to ju dge, was , that , though the
doctrin e tau ght had been held by men of
learni ng and p iety ; thoug h defended t>y dig-
nita ries in the church , and even by Bishop
Law  ̂ a jury might very possibl y convict
the person who mai ntained itof Blasphemy*
This ease was withdrawn , but while it was
pending great difficulty was experi enced 5
the re was no bod y of per sons to step for-
ward , within whose province it lay to de-
fend Mr . Wri ght : the Uni tarian Eund was
applied to, and did something 5 but they
felt tha t the y were going beyond thei r pro-
vince, arid were not justified in -such an
app licatio n of thei r funds : they could only
pledge themselves as individuals. All would
see that in cases of this sort nothing shoul d
be left to accident ; no person harassed by
the bigotry or ignora nce of a country Baa-
gistrate , for instance , ought %o be lef t  to the
chan ce of individual or friendl y assistance .
An Association like that now proposed ,
would gi?e- confidence to the expression of
opinion , and diminish the probability of
persecuti on, by shewing those inclined to
persecute , that there are men of equal
weight and knowled ge with themselves,
rea dy to protec t the objects of their malice.

If such a society were not necessary,
Mr , A . al lowed, it would be injuriotts, aji
appearin g to separate our case from that of
other Dissenters ; but surel y it was obvious
that there was no society which would do
what had been and might again l>e neces-
sar y. In the case of Mr. Wri ght there was
none. The Deputies were app ealed to, and ,
unha pp ily for thei r reputat ion , the appea l
was at tha t ti me made in vain. The abs-
tract questio n liad bee n since broug ht before
them , and been decided in favou r of libe-
ral i ty and freed om ; but it was loo much to
expect th at persons zealously entertai ning
the opinions 'which most of them did ,
should be very solicitous in the cause of
perso ns whom th eir creed must lead them
to cons id er as blasphemers.

There was , too, a class of cases which
the Deputies could not take up ; he meant
disputes between different portions of con-
gregations ; and this was one which was
becomin g of considerable importance. In
the Wolverh arn pton Case , the minister , by
sett in g himself in opposition to the whole
congregation , and putting* in the most ab-
snrd claim , had succeeded , at any rate , for
a time , so far as to drive out the whole
body from their meeting -house and thei r
endowments , grea t par t of which had been
raised by their own contribution s, and to
put them to what must he to a smal l con-
greg(itte>« a very heavy expense. Whether
the EteYmties can or cannot , by thei r consti-
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tution ; provid e "for tkeudjiistittertt of sitfch a
case, Ih iey certain ly wer  ̂ not inclined to
do So, and , bu t for some new association ,
feongreg ations so circumstanced might be
broke n op from tbe mere want of assistance
and encourage ment in tbe support of the ir
ri g-hts and pr opertie s.

A genera l opinion seemed to prev ail
among* the reputed orthodox Dissenters ,
tliat all foundat ions with which Trinitaria ns
nave been at any former period connected ,
cannot be held by Unitarians ; nay , further ,
that , prior to the passing : of the Trinity bill ,
all must , in the eye of tbe law, be consi-
dered as Trinitarian : and th ey have shewn
every disposition to act upon these prin-
ciples, howe ver inconsis tent with those on
"wbicb they profes s to ground their dissent .
Threats had in several places been held
out ; in some, proceedi ng's had (it was re-
ported) been actua ll y commence d, al thoug h
th ey were su ffered to sleep , perhaps , on ac-
count of the delay and uncertainty of the
ultimate decision on the Wolverhampton
Case in Ch ancery. For these reasons it
did seem to him (Mr. A.) expedient to have
a standing 1 committee , if it were onty to
give advice on such, occasions . They could
tajke legal op inions on emergencies

 ̂
and

such advice , once ta ken , would remain on
thei r books ; each case would guide a suc-
ceedin g* one, and thus considerable diffi-
culty , expense and delay would be pre -
vented. Such an association need not in-
terfe re with any other. No case would
pr operl y come within its juri sdiction , which
was not strictl y Unitarian , or which would
be within the scope of the Deputie s or th e
Protes tant Society. It could not make any
separation between the Unitarians and other
Nonconformists ; if it Would , l«t the pro -
ject be aband oned ; but the real quest ion
was, not whether such cases should be left
to other association s, but whether they
should be neglected and abandoned.

He was than kful for what the legislatu re ,
in comp liance with public opinion , bad
alread y don e ; but if he should say be was
not contented , he would only re peat Mr.
William Smit h 's op inion , declared to Lord
Li ver pool , on that nobleman 's, ex pressin g-
a hop e lhat Un itarians would be satisfied
with the Trinity Bill : " No, my Lor d/'
answered Mr - Smith , u we sha ll not be sa-
tisfied while one disquali fy ing statute in
matte rs of re ligion remains on the books ."
Tins was his ($f r . A. ^s) feeling also, and he
.th erefore thoug ht the pr oposed Association
very usefu l , not onl y to protec t ottr ri ghts ,
but to enlarge them and those of every
class of Dissente rs ; for, in all general mea-
sures for that porpose , it would doubtless
cheerfull y concur wj th . other societi es.

There was one subjec t to which it was
difficult to allude, but on which much had
4>eaj2 of late said , and of which therefore

some noti ce must be taken. Our ad versa -
ries might be jocular upon it, but to us it
was a serio us gr ievance. He alluded to- the
necessi ty of passing to the marriage state
th roug h Trinita rian ordinances . It appear -
ed that tire legislature by passing the late
bill mean t eff ecttMl y  to prot ect us ; it they
did not , the act was a delusion and a snare ;
but if that was thei r intention , all must see
that it was not accomplished , while Unita -
rians were obli ged, against their princi ples
and consciences, to submit to .Athanasian
worshi p.

As a Dissente r, on the broades t ground ,
he should object to such a compulsi ve con-
formit y, but as Unitarians , they were com-
pelled , in this instance , to violate their
dear est op inions  ̂ and stronges t reli gions
feelings. The moral responsibility reste d,
no doubt , on the legislatu re which occa-
sioned the offence, but su rely they ought
to attempt to throw off the bur den.

For this purpo se, it was desirable , that
there sh ould be some bod y throu g h whom
petition s might pass. Small nu mbers o£
individu als might indiscreetl y commi t the
whole bod y. He had himself , petitions in
his possession , one of which was couched
in term s so unguarded , that any jeste r in
the houses *of Parliamen t might take it as
an occasion to convulse all around him
with lau ghter.

Mr. Aspland concluded by say ing, th at
his object was pri nci pall y to repel the
char ge of wishing in tire remotest degre e
to divid e the bod y of Dissenters ; he only
wanted th at they should be able to prote ct
their peculia r objects , to which they could
not expect the main tod y to attend . He
the n read the following preamble and rules ,
that all mi g ht jud ge of them as a whole, in
the fi rst instance , aud ended by moving the
ado ption of th e preamble and first rule :

The Legislatur e by passin g the Act of
the 53d . Geo. III . entitled , " An Act
to re lieve Persons who imp ugn the Doc-
trine of the Trinit y from certain Penalties ,"
was un ders tood to extend to ' Uni tarians
the pri vileges possessed by other denomi -
nations of Dissenters ; but doub ts havin g-
since arisen whet her th at object be suffi -
cientl y secure d, it is deemed expedient to
institut e a Society for the purpos e of pro-
tectin g the Civil Ri g-hts of Unitarians , under
the following1 regulatio ns :

1. This Society shal l be denominated
the Unitaria n Associat ioii for the Protec-
tion of the Civ il Ri g-hts of Unitarians.

2. Tli e Association shal l consist of indi -
vidual Subscri bers and of the representa-
ti ves of eong rogations makin g- an annua l
contribution.

3. The qual ification of individ uals as
members of this Associati on, shall t>« an
annual subscri ption of not less than 100?6d.
or a donation of not less than £5. 5s.
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4. Every congregation contributing an-
nuall y not less than one guinea, shall be at
liberty to send two, representative members :
Officiating ministers of congregations shall
be eligible as representati ves.

5. An Anntva l General Meeti ng of the
A ssociation shall be holden on the Thurs-
day in VVJiitsun Week.

6. A Cbuimittee consisting of -  ten per-
sons resident in or near London, shall be
chosen at the annual meeting, to transact
the business of the Association, of whom
four, viz. th ose who shall have g*iven the
least attendance at committee meetings,
shall he ineligible for one year.

7. A Treasurer and Secretary shall also
he chosen at the general meeting, who shall
he added to the Committee. The Trea-
surer shall recei ve subscriptions, and make
all necessary disbursements on account of
the Association, and the Secretary record
its minutes, conduct its correspondence,
and summon committee and general meet-
ings.

8. In all meetings of the committee,
the presence of five members shall he ne-
cessary for proceeding to business.

9. Alt subscri ptions shall he paid in
advance, and be considered as due on tfie
1st of January in each year, and no person
shall be allowed to vote at the annual
meeting, until his subscription for the
current year be paid.

10. The above Rules shall not he al-
tered except by two-thirds of the members
present at a general meeting. Any altera-
tions intended to be proposed to the So-
ciety, must be fi rst notified to the Commit-
tee at one of its meetings.

Mr. Talfourd rose to second the motion.
He felt sure that much would not be neces-
sary, afte r the observations they had just
heard, to impress on the meeting the ne-
cessity of forming the Association which
had been proposed to them. He had, in-
deed, hoped that the time had passed for
ever, when Unitarians had to contend, sepa-
rately from the rest of their dissenting
brethren, against the injuries of power \
that they were placed by the legislat ure on
ihe same footing with all others who op-
posed the establ ished forms, and were only
cal led on to unite with them in the noble
effort to remove every vestige of their com-
mon oppressions. He believed that any
candid and impartial mind must conceive
that the Act called the Trinity Bill went
to this length ; that, as it repealed not only
the denunciation of penal ties, but the
clauses by which Anti-trinitartans were
excepted from the benefits of the Act of
Toleration, it completely tolerated and pro-
tected Unitarian worship, and gave to in-
stitutions for the adoration of the Father
alone, the opportunity of legal aid, should
U become requisite. Had, indeed, the re-
peal of the provi sions against Unitarian *

been- preceded by some prosecution- unite r
them, it might have been regarded as merely
removing a punishment too severe, not as tes-
tifying the destruction of a principle. Butj
granted as it was without any circumstance
tending to bring odium on the particular sta-
tute, it could only be regarded as the abo-
lition of a principle, which the progress of
opinion had long rendered merely ludicrous,
and on which persecution by the common
law, as wel l as l>y the statute,. depended .
Surely it could not be believed that the
legislature would have conceded as a boon
that- which they intended us a snare, or
that Unitarians would have earnestly sought
the repeal of open and undisguised denun-
ciations which no Attorney-General would
have dared to enforce, to encounter myste-
rious and vague liabilities which Protestant
Dissenting Ministers would not blush to
revive against them !

They had, however, recently heard it con-
tended, that all foundations for Unitarian
worship constituted before the passing of the
late bill , cannot be supported ; or, at least,
that in ascer taining the will of the founders
for the purpose of carry ing it into literal ef-
fect, courts will decide that they never de-
signed to support a woi'sbip, at the time re-
garded a&illegal. This doctrine must excite
greater surprise when ad vanced under the
sanction of Protestant Dissenting Ministers,
of high talents, influence and piety ,whobav4i
even called on the rel igious world to bring1
their chari table contributions to its aid. If
such a construction of the will of a founder
were to govern dissenting trusts, it would
lead to the strange conclusion that while all
else might be progressive, while every
other institution might be moulded gently
to accord with the ad vances of the species,
while acts of the legislature might amelio-
rate even the established system, the foun-
dations of Dissenters should alone he inca-
pable of change ; struck, as it were, by
some cold and deadening enchantment, and
fixed immoveable, amidst an improved age,
the only relics of more barbarous times!
And this consequence to follow the inter-
pretation of the will of those who first
struggled for free inquiry—«in the principles
of whose dissent was the germ of all future
changes in opinion however extended, and
who had given the fi rst impulse to a pro-
gress which their endowments only would
thus be suffered to oppose !

But we are further told (said Mr. T.) that
Unitarians, by the promulgation of their opi-
nions, are still offenders at common law, lia-
ble to criminal prosecutions, and that,their
institutions, even now formed, are beyond
the pale of legal protection. Tbts doctrine
can. only be supported by construing the
proposition that " Christianity is part of
the law of England," to mean Christianity
as established by law. And . to what pe-
riod of time dot* the prwosilwm refer ?
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To the period when the common law had
its ori gin , the period , whe n those maxims
were establi shed , which , handed dow n to
tradit ion, and confirmed by authorit y , are
supp osed to. have formed part of a wr itten
code ? The present establishment had no ex-
istence in those times \ and , perhaps , could
we penetra te into an anti qu i ty so dark , we
mi ght even find that Unitarian ism was then
the received faith , and that all other creeds
are heresies . At all events , there must
have been a time , when , under Catholic
princes , it must have been an offence at
common law to support those form s which
it is now an offence at common law to im-
pugn . Had the common law of Eng land ,
then , silentl y changed and veered round on
every varia tion of the court reli gion ? If
it be so, the evil is not pecul iar to Unita-
rians , but common to eve ry class of Dissen-
ters , and must fall upon those who are now
subscibin g- to support it. For * if any thing -
mpre be intended by that Christi anity
which it is illegal to controvert , than those
great princi ples which all who assume the
Christian nan \e recognize as the basis of
present moral obl igation and the ground
of future hope, it must imply all the doc-
trines , serv ices, rites and ceremo nials of
the Established Faith . The law can know
of no scale whereb y to meas ure the degrees
of heresy . They who presume to disbel ieve
that in Baptism a child is made a an heir of
Christ , a child of God , and an inheri to r of
the kingdom of heaven ," are then as re all y
offenders as th ose who deny the Trinit y ; and
on the ground upon which political inter -
ference is everted , the y are more deep ly
cr iminal because the contumacy of schism
is greater , an d is left more entirel y, in the
eye of pe rsec utors , witho ut excuse , in pro -
port ion as its groun ds are more trivial . Also
on the princ iple contended for , of those
within the ch u rc h who dispute respectin g
the meanin g1 of her formularies , one par ty
must be offenders against law , since both
cannot be maintainin g the true doct rine as
she * has decl are d it. Courts of law must
decide betwee n the Evan gelical and A rme-
nian clergy , and we must add to our law-
libvaTie s, alread y sufficientl y extens ive, all
the volumes of ecclesiastica l contro versy
wh ich have ever been written - If v there -
fore , it wer e conten ded, in consequence of
the illegalit y of Umtarianistn , that nil foun -
dations even now reared for its support are
void , al l oth er Dissenting trusts , even since
the Act of Toleration , are in the same con-
dition 5 and , even were the illegality noVv
confined to. the fo rmer , all of the lat te r es-
tablished before the Revolution , niust be
liable to be diverte d fro m their pu rposes,
and that ver y anti quity become the ground
of thei r fal l, which seemed tohare rendered
thetai more g»cred .

Btft , fncontfift te nt or ataufd fcs tUe doc-
trine * referre d t& ; might appear, they fead

been recentl y pr omul gated under the sane-
tionof Protestant Dissenting Minister s . It
was melanchol y, indeed , to yiew these , the
legitimate gua rdians of religious freedom 1,
thus attem pting to destroy its first pr inci-
ples :—to find men holding their own sta-
tions by free election , and maki ng the
propriety of such election, and the ri ght
of dismissal , a ground of their dissent ,
calling on thei r congregat ions to suppor t
the doctrine that a Dissenting preacher ,
once chosen , is establis hed in a freehold
for life 5—looking into dark times , whe n
thei r own ancestors suffered from persecu -
tion , for maxims of persecut ion against
thei r opponents ;—and searching among
the ashes of bi gotr y for some spark , which
onl y the has te of the legislature to extin -
guish its flames had heedlessly suffe red to
remai n unquenched , from which they mi ght
light a torch to consume the institutions of
thei r foes, and which must shortl y destro y
the ir own. There was someth ing low and
petty in the proceeding , which the fu ri-
ous persec utors of old, would har dl y have
deigned to emp loy. They would have
acted a bolder part : if they pursued he-
retics , it would be with a disint erested
enth usiasm , not with an eye to their pos-
sessions ; they might have led them to the
fires of Smithfi eld , but would scarce ly have
condescended to put them into the Court
of Chancery . When it was considered*,
then , that these men , justl y esteemed for
all excellences, save when bi g-otry usurped
the place of kind aii'ection s and solid jud g-
ment,- were our oppo nents , could it be
hoped that societies composed , for the most
part , of the per sons over whom their infi ll-,
ence extended , would advocate our cause
against them ? Even supp osing the ma-
jority , at last , to be with us, should we
endure a pr eliminary strugg le befo re every
ste p in our defence , and act afte r it , without
that pr omptitud e and decision which alone
could give us the slightest p robabilit y of
succeedin g* ?

For tbe final resul t , if this Society acted
with wisdom and zeal , he (Mr. T.) had no
appre hens ion . Let the bat tle onl y be fai rl y
foug ht , and whether , in a court of law , it
was lost or won , the cause must ultimatel y
trium p h. The day when the Board Mi-
nisters should succeed in establ ishing - the
existence of persecut ion , they would murk
it out for destruction. Let them <4 dra g;
the stru ggling mons ter into li ght ,'* and in
that li g ht it would instan tl y exp ire. But
we must fairl y meet every objection on the
ground of its advocate s, and must ascer-
tai n tlic fact wheth er we were tolerate d or
not , before we either sat down in quie t, or
app lied to Parliament for a remed y.; We
must pro tect our breth ren at a distanc e
from petty tyranny ^ aifcd fercii it to meet us
in t h«& face »f the World. ' Then the ctonte at
Would be openj oiid whatever tois the iirtu
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mediate issue , the final result would be
glor ious . If the court s of la,w should re-
gard Unitari ans as unprotected , the legis-
lature would eagerl y come forward to effect
its inten tions , and vind icate them from the
calum ny with which our opponents had
dared to asperse them.

Mr , T. concl uded hy expressing his as-
suran ce, th-at althou gh the object of this
Society was to pr otect a pa rticular sect,
the re would be no exclus ive spirit in the
feelings which it would engender. Our
charity had not begun, and assuredl y would
not end , at home. In defending - our own
ri ghts , we should onl y re fresh and enliven
a sp irit which would make our adversaries
fre e men in their own despite , and derive
new vi gour for the general cause. Tbe
protection of Unitarian institutions was ,
indeed , most important to the cause of
rel igious freedom 3 as in their success was
to be found its niost productive germ .
For who so likel y to support it with un~
decay ing energ ies, as th ose who feel its
pri nci ples in every sentiment of their creed 5
who look not down , as from a pinnacle , on
their fellow-men , on whom they are to
dispense their benevolence , but grasp, in
stron g sympath y, all that is human ; who
alone make charity an article of their creed 5
and who look on all men as members of
one famil y, the childre n of one Fat her ?
Never woul d they relax their exertion s,
till all that kep t this great fami ly asunder
was th rown down , and every obstacle re-
moved which was desi gned to obstruct the
f ree  devotions of the hearts of its diver -
sified members from ascendin g to thei r
common Parent.

The motion was put on the pr eamble
and f irst rule , and carried una nimousl y.

Mr. Rutt rose to second the second re-
sol ution , and to expre ss his hearty concur -
rence in the measure . He was one of a few
amon g those who had known very diffe rent
times , that had survived to witness the
accom p l ishment of ~ such undertak ing-* as
the present ; and he was confident that
many with whom it had fo rmerl y been his
hap piness to eo-operate , would have known
no higher gra tifica tion than the assurance
tha t thei r writin gs and endeavou rs would
pre pare the way for such happy results .
He was desi rous to express his entire ap-
probation of the pro posed Instituti on , and
the more especial ly becaus e no one there ,
perha ps, had better reason to kn ow the
necessity of it. He had long been asso-
ciated with the Deputies , from whom he
had uniforml y received the greatest cour -
tesy, and of "whom it would little become
him to speak otherwise than in ter ms of
the highest regard ; and this circumstance
fu rnished him with the means of making
some observation s on what had been said
on that part t>f the Subject before this
ri eethr g.- Hi» f thnA Mn Asplaud would

excuse lumr he knew , for saying1 that Ire
had not been quite correct in asser ting
that the Deputies never inter fered in dif-
ferences between parts of a congregation .
They had sometimes done so, ̂ and with
very good effect 5 and he was sure , if any of
the hi ghly re spectable men who composed
that body were asked , whethe r the cir-
cumstance of a person's being" an Unita-
rian would form any objection to exte nding
to him their protecti on, they would de-
cidedJ y answer in 1he negative . Still no
one could wonde r if prejudices , to a cer-
tai n degree , obscured die better j udgment
and dam ped the zeal of such persons , in
supp ort of an individual whose opinions
were very much at variance with thei r own.
Mr. Wri ght was sa circu mstanced . His
case was referred by a general meeting1
to the commi ttee , which determi ned not to
interfere : at the next general meeti ng it
was proposed to consider this decision of
the commi tte e, but the previous questio n
was carried by a majorit y of one . H$
could , he believed , state the probabl e
grounds of th e committee 's deter mina tions
There had been reports of imprudences
and indiscretions on Mr. Wri ght 's part , (he
Lelieved wh olly groundless ,) which might
induce the decision , hut it was very pro -
bable that they would have mad e much
Jess impression , and been justl y treate d
as calumnies , if it had been the case of an
orthodox mi nister . To provide , therefor e,
for these occu rren ces, he certain ly thought
an Institution , like the one proposed',
highl y expedient. The very grea t use oi'
such bodies , aros e fro m the weight and
suppo rt which thei r ver y name gave to
small societies of individu als in remote
places, who otherwise might be despised
and t ram pled under foot.

He could assure the meeting, that what -
ever number of cases of effectual ^as-
sistance might appear on the ir books ,
the actual number wo>uld be far greater i
the smal l congregation of a village would
acquire weight by its know n connexion.
with them , and thus appea r too stron g
for persecution ; and many individ uals
and societies would be -essentiall y benefited
by the connexion , whose names would
neve r come befor e them .

With regard to the marriage ceremony,
Unitarian Dissent ers were most particu -
larly aggrieved by the forms of tlite
Churches ©f Englan d and Rome. In the
Geneva form there was no expression , he
believed, to which an Uni tarian eoukl ol>-
ject - But whate ver the form , he thou ght
Unitarians ^ and indeed all Dissenters,
ought to un ite-to get rid of it as a reli-
gious institution alto gether . It appeared
to him , that each religious sect ought to lie
left to perform any rites it thou ght %e&*>
but that tile fegttl p*rt of th* coittrOCt
ow^ht to be *qi¥ilv tie bfttf tffom tfcoUgfct
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of calling the atten tion of Dissenters in
general to ihe subject . There was, he
believed, a statute yet in force authorizing-
the minister to inqui re, before he performed
the ceremony, whether the party had been
baptized. An instance of this inquiry had
once been brought before the Deputies,
who were going" to take it up, but the
young" man, whom it concerned , was in
greater haste than they, and he suffered
himself to be baptized first, and. married
afterwards.

He would only add, that tt was no an-
swer to the arguments in favour of these
associations, to say, th at the government
and the courts of the country were libe-
rally disposed. He remembered to have
once heard Lord EUenborough himself, in
a case of private libel, breaking out, as it
were, in his fathers spirit, when Sir Vicary
Gibbs, then Attorney-General, was endea-
vouring to harass a witness, and prejudice
the court against hint, by making him
confess he was an Unitarian , an4 observ-
ing, " What does it signify, Mr. A ttorney,
to what denomination of Christians the
witness belongs V* and yet the same ju dge
would have been obliged, if called on9 to
put in force laws which treated this man
as a blasphemer, unworthy of the Christian
name.

Mb. Hoj lden, of Tenterden, observed
that it was not his intention to have offered
himself to the notice of the meeting, but
that he felt it incumhent on him, at the
same time that he united himsel f with the
present Association, to disclaim any i nten-
tion to be in the remotest degree disre-
spectfu l to the Deputies, from whom he
had received the most polite attention.
He was extremely happy to find this feeling
so general, and was convinced that no
slight could be intended . He had had
occasion to apply to the Deputies for their
advice and assistance, in the case of a
person whom the minister of the parish
refused to bury, because he had not been
baptized in the Church ; that assistance
bad been readily given, and had been at-
tended with the best effect, for the minister
lead the service six weeks after the death
and interment of the person in question.
He took that opportuni ty of expressing his
gratefu l acknowledgments, and was con-
fident, that, in j oining- the present Associa-
tion, he was not doing any tiling which
would appear disrespectful to the body to
which he had alluded.

The second resolution was carried una-
nimously.

Dr. Thomas Rees seconded the thi rd .
He also wished to bear testimony to the
polite attention he had always, received
from th« Deputies ; but, at the same time,
it appeared quite clear to him , that cases
peculiarly belonging* to Unitarians could
not be effectually conducted there, nor

ought matters of exclusive interest to them
to be left to be attended to at the trouble
and ex pense of that body, which had al-
ready larg-e claims on their exertions and
their funds, in behalf of the general com-
munity of Dissenters. The third resolution
was then unanimously agreed to.

Mr. Richmond seconded the fourth re-
solution. Were they about to publj sh a
cru sade, be observed , against the posses-
sions of their brother Dissenters, their
obj ect would be justly reprobated 5 but to
their associating for protection, he could
see no objection. The peculiar advantage
of societies like this, was, the facility
which it affo rded for collecting1 and pre-
serving th at sort of information , of a mixed
character, partly legal and partly religious,
which it would be diffi cult to obtain from
the mere lawyer. This had been fre-
quently experienced. If this Society was
formed, every congregation that mi ght
happen to have its property or rights in-
vaded^ would have the opportun ity of the
immediate assistance of gentlemen, not
only acquainted with the law, but who had
united that sort of religious and legal
knowledge, which was so necessary for the
proper conduct of such causes. Every
one would then know where to go for
information on these points, and in most
cases would, in the first instance, receive
an opinion on the question in dispute,
that would decide the matter, and answer
all the purpose of expensive j udicial pro*
ceedings *

The fourth resolution being unanimously
agreed to, Mr.  Richard Taylob seconded
the fifth . He should only express his
enti re concurrence and approbation. They
had peculiar disabilities, surely they ought
to have peculiar Associations, by which
they would not only benefit themselves,
but confer a benefit on society in general,
in removing one portion of the load of
intolerance.

The sixth and seventh resol utions were
then seconded by Dr. Morejmd and Mr.
Parkes, and carried unanimously.

Some discussion arose (in which Mr.
Gibson, Mr. Rutt and Dr. T. Rb*s took
a part) as to the propriety of having the
officers chosen by ballot, which was, how-
ever, given up, the general feeling seeming
to be against it.

The eighth , ninth and tenth resolutions
were seconded by Mr. Youwg, Mr. Ives
Hurry and Mr. Smaulfiei.d, and agreed
to.

Mr. Fox observed the vessel was now
built and rigged, and they only wanted to
man her and set her afloat. He had but
little to say, but that he hoped would be
to the purpose* The main point was to
raise tlie wind, and a breeze fiH>in the
country, he believed, was most neqewsairy
to set them afloat. In the few dam thaj .
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had elapsed since the sum mouses issued ,
lie was happy to say he had recei ved let-
te rs of approval from severa l minister s,
and oj? i>ehalf of several congregation s,
which would become members of th e Asso-
ciat ion. The approbation of Dr . Car-
pent er , of Bristol , would have great "wei ght:
besides that , he had lette rs from Mr. Soott ,
of Portsmouth , Mr. Worsle yj of Plymout h,
Mr. Toms, of Framlin g-ham , Mr. Blake , of
Crew k erne , Mr . Astley, of Halifax , Mr.
Grund y, of Manchester , as u Chairman at
the Quarterl y Meeting of the Ministers of
the Pres byterian Denomination and their
Friends in Mancheste r and its vicinity "
Mr. Turner , of Newcas tl e, Mr. Prohert , of
Al nwick , Mr. Knowles , of Nantwich , Mr.
Moore , of Mead row , Godalm ing, and Mr.
Ashworth , of Rossendale. These names
would , he thoug ht, abundantl y shew that
tlie feeling of the country , was the same as
that of London , an d many others , he knew ,
only waited for the official announcement
of the pro ceeding 's of that day . *

Ot course it was of importance their
offices should he well and ahlv filled. The
names of man y persons would have heen
obviousl y very desirable , hut they were
al read y connecte d with other societies .
The Treas urer should be a man of acknow -
led ged worth , stability and charac ter , and
he kn ew no one better qualified than Mr.
Young. He th erefo re move d,

" That James Youn g, Esq. , of No. 16,
'Cha nge Alley, and of Grove Pla ce, Hack -
ney, be appointed Treasure r for the ensuin g
year. "

Mr . Holden secon ded the mot ion, and
obser ved, that he attended the meeting - at
the request of his congregation , an d that
he had no doubt they would , on his return ,
ent ire ly concur in what had been done.

The resolution bein g- carried unani -
mou sly, Mit . Youn g returned thanks to
t he meeting* , lie was an xious to observe ,
that there was, in his op in ion , no impro -
priety in his accepting* the appointment ,
a lthou gh a member of the Protestant So-
ciety. For his own part he liked best to
fight on general pr inci ples ; but he con-
ceived the general bod y was ful ly em-
ployed , an d that , for special purposes , it
was much better to form particular insti-
tut ions. He would only add , he hoped
gent lemen would not make his office a
sinec ure, as he was not in the habit of
accept ing- such appointments .

M r.  Fox said he thoug ht all would
agre e it was desirable to have a legal man
their Secretar y ; be would ther efore move

" Tha t Mb . Edgar Ta yjlor (No , 9,

* The Rules, &c. will be printe d, and ,
together with an official announce ment of
the proceedings of the meeting', be ci rcu -
lated as ea rl y and widely as can be.

Kin g's Bench Walk, Temple) be appointed
Secret ary jfor the ensuin g year."

Mr . Asp land seconded the motion , ob-
serv ing, that be knew no one so well
qual ified for the office as the gentleman
proposed . His , famil y nam e was of itsel f
a recommen dation , and to this he added
the personal qualities of knowled ge, fi rm -
ness, zeal and affability . To Mr. Ed gar
Taylor the pub lic were indebted for the
valua ble report of the proceedings in the
Wolverhampto n Case, which was pub -
lished in th e Monthl y Repository , and he
had now the conduct of that important
ca use. It ought to be known also, that
Mr. Tay lor had done more than any other
individ ual towards ori ginating the Asso-
ciation .

This resolution being unanimousl y ca r-
ried , Mr. Taylor returned thanks for the
honour the meeting* had done him , and for
the obli ging term s in which the gentlemen
had been pleased to propose his appoint -
ment. He could only say, that no zeal in
the protection of thei r Civil Ri ghts should
be wanting , and that he should readil y
afford as much exertion in their cause as
other engagements , many of which had a
prior claim on his attention , would permit *
He should regard his appointment , as he
hoped tl i ey did , mere ly as an experiment ,
on both sides ; they would soon jud ge of
the extent of the business before them , and
the attention it would require , and if he
should find that the assistan ce he could
give was insufficient to the end in view,
he had no doubt they would relieve him
by appointing - him a colleague or successor^as should seem most for the benefi t of the
A ssociation.

The follow ing gentl emen were th en ap ->
pointed the first Committee :

JOHN CHATFE ILD, Esq. , Stockwell,
Surrey.

Rev. R . ASPLA ND, Hackney.
THOMAS GIBSON ,Esq. ,Trump Street .
Dr. THOMAS REES , Somerset Place ,

Kennington .
IVES HURRY , Esq., London Wall.
S. PARKES , Esq. Gosvvell Street.
RICHARD TAYLOR , Esq. , Shoe Lane
Rev. W. J. FOX , Suffolk Place , Ha ck

ney Road .
T. N. TALFOURD , Esq. , Inner Tern

pie.
C. RICHMOND , Esq. , Inner Tem ple .
It was then moved and agreed , that the

app ointment of the presen t officers should
continue to the genera l meeting in 1820.

Mr. Rutt said it was impossible they
cou ld separa te without beari ng a testimon y
of respect and gratitude to the gent lemen
who had called them together. They all
knew the difficulty of un iting particula r
opinions , so as to bring them into general
measures : he should move
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(E phes . v. 20,) " Al ways giving thanks
for all thin gs in the nam e of our Lard
Jesus Christ to God , even the Father ,"
without fearing* to incur tlie guilt , or
hazard the punish meri t of idolatry . But
to procee d. Mr . Stodhart was supported
by Mr , Thomas Wilson , of Islingto n, who
unhesitat ing ly declared , thoug h in a some-
what milder manner , that all deny i ng" the
sacrifice of Christ and the influence of the
Eternal Spirit , were not entitled to the
name of Ch ristians , and could not he saved
in the worl d to come ! * Three Calvinistic
gentleme n , much to th ei r honour , Mr .
A—-n , Mr. L -e, and Mr/E r , abl y
and zealousl y opposed the motion , as
antic hristian , and pregnant with mischief
to th e cha rity. Mr. Shar p and Mr. Teulon
followed them in the inculcation of simila r
sentim ents 5 when the Rev. John EvanS j
conclu din g the business , spoke thus :

Mr . Chairman ,
It is onl y j ustice to mysel f and a d oty

I owe to th e morning church at Worshi p
Str eet , over which I hav e presided as
Pastor near thirt y years , to say a few
words on the present occasion* Last week
I received in an envelope two communi -
cations of a very contradictory nature ,
and which I now hol d in my hand. The
one is a notice of the present meetin g^ " -to
prevent the Wood -Street Charity School
from attending* any longer at Worshi p
Street 5" and the other is the littl e hook
contain ing; the rules of the school , the
first para gra ph of whi ch states , th at u this
school was founded in 1717, without the
least dist inction of parties and denomi -
nations , and has been ever si nce supp orted
upon the same Cath olic princi ples. Now,
Mr . Chairman , j ud ge my sur prise when
thes e contradictory communica tion s came
to han d . Ha s this school , said I, aban -
doned th ese Ca tholic princi ples ? No; 1
have never heard any th i ng of the kind .
Have the church at Worsh ip Street altered
thei r rel igious princi ples ? No; I have
been with them as pastor twenty -seven
years , and the onl y al teration has been
the admission of Free Communio n, which
I pronounce an improvement ia candour
and charity towards our Peedoba ptist bre-

* This gentlema n run g chan ges on tbe
Assembl y 's Catechism , which is taug ht
the children ; and the child ren hea rin g at
Wor shi p Street any thin g hostil e to the
Catech ism, seemed most to distress him .
The Bible appeared to be forgotten . But
it is worth y of remark , that even Neal, a
zealous Calvinist , says, of the Assembly's
Cat echism, in his'l£tetoi *y of tllie Puri tan s,
"I t hap by some been thought a littl e
too long1, and in- some par tiett fare too
abstruse for the capacities ef oJiildren V%

06 Int elligence *—Wood Streets Sp italfields , Charity School.

*' That the gratefu l acknowled gments of
the meetin g be offered to the Committee
of the Unitarian Fund , and the other friends
of the Unitarian cause , who have discovered
so much zeal and jud gment , in conveuing
and pre parin g the way for the present
meetin g- ."

This bein g agreed to , Mr. Rutt moved ,
64 That the thanks of the meeting be

given to the Chairma n , for his uniform
services to the Unitaria n cause , and for his
able conduct in the Chai r on the present
occasion -"

Mr. Asplakd said he had great plea -
sure in secondin g the motion , and ob-
served , that it *>ug*bt to be exp lain ed wh y
they had not secured the advanta ge of such
names as those of the Chairman and the
Mover of the present resolution on thei r
Committee - The only reason was, that it
was thoug ht best at the outset not to> elect
for this office g-entleinen who were on the
Committee of Deput ies, as he hoped both
Mr . Rutt and Mr. Christie , who repre -
sented the New Gravel -Pit congregation ,
at Hackney , would be.

The motion was unanimou sly carried ;
the Chairman returned his acknowl ed g-
ments ; and the meeting was dissol ved .

About f if t y  gentlemen gave in th eir
names to the Treasure r, as members of
the Association .

Communications are requested to be
addresse d to the Secreta ry, and - subscri p-
tions to the Treasur er. Congregations
wishing* to enrol themselves in the Asso-
ciation , a^e requested to mak e known thei r
intention , and to report the names of their
represen tatives some time before the annual
meetin g1 at Whitsuntide .

Late Proceedin gs in the Wood St reet^Sp italfields , Charity Sckool.
Monday Evening^ Nov. 30, 1818.

A numerous Meeting of the Manage rs
and Subscribers lo the Wood-Street Cha -
rity School was held at the School-House ,
Spi to-lfields. Cha i rma n , James Collins ,
Esq. Agreeab ly to a notice given , the
Rev . U, Stodhart , of Fel l Street , Ratcliff
Hi ghway, stood up, and moved th at " the
children of the school should no longer
atte nd at the chapel, Worsb-ip Street ;1'
addin g, u that the people assemblin g there
denied the co-equal and co-essential God-
head of Jesus Christ - and witfi Unitarians
would be dam ned to all eternity !" This
p rofoun d and liberal divine had declared ,
at the former meeting, that he that wor -
shi ped tbe Father alone , withou t God
the Son , and God the Holy Ghost , was an
idolater ; for the Fa ther alone was a false
Deity ! True Christians , however , that
(allow the New Testament , and not the
Assembl y  ̂ Cateohisn o, will continue to
adopt the words of the apostle Pa,uJ :—~



th re 'B, whoso we hi ghl y esteem, (tftough
they diffe r from us on the subject of bap-
tism,) distinguishe d as they in genera l are
for their vi rtue and piet\r . What the n can
be the ground of the extraordinary purpo se
for which th is numerous assembly are
called tog-ether this evening* ? Have we
at Worsh i p Stree t been deficient in our
subscri ptions to th is chari ty ? No 5 al most
evevy per son of property amongst us is
a subscriber ; and a very few years ago,
owing 1 to the pressure of the times , when
the support of the sch ool was diminished ,
I among others was called upon to doub le
my subscri ption 5 which was immediatel y
done . Have we at any time been back-
ward with our annual chanty sermons ,
when it came to oar turn ? No  ̂ last May
two serm ons were preac hed for this pu r-
pose at Worshi p Street ; and both myself
and colleague gave up to two respec table
ministe rs—Dr. Phil ipps and Mr. Fox—
under the idea of their obtainin g a lar ger
sum for th e chari ty. Have our deceased
friends beeu deficient in legacies to the
insti tu tion ? No: far from it. Within
th ese las t ten years , no less a sum than
£1200 hath "been bequeathed for the be-
nefi t of the Wood-Street Charity School I
My lat e worth y friend and constant hearer
(Mr . Jose ph Coope) , who left you £1000
ster ling1 , a little more th an twelve month s
ago, was attached to this school on account
of the libera l pr inci ples by which it is
cha ra cterized ; and hence his munifi cent
legacy ! Had this cloud of illiberality
which has teen gathering , around our in -
stit ution appeared in his life-time , and
been suffered to obscure its glory , not a
farthi ng of his money would hare been
now in your possession. But on account
of its catholic princi ples he befriended it
thr ough life, and at his de cease left a
perma nent memorial of his regar d to pos-
terit y ! Thus the living- and the dead aj:
Worshi p Street have been studious of the
welfare and intent on the prosperity of the
charit y . Afte r this are we to be tol d that
it is in contem p lation to remove the chil-
dre n fro m thei r attendance at Worshi p
Str eet ? Justice and gratitude dictate an
opposi te conclusion.

But our reli gious pr inci ples, it seems,
ar e dan gerous , and pregnant with mischief
to the minds of the children. As to our
pri nci ples , they are now what they ha ve
alway s been 3 founded on the New Tes-
tament. We firm ly believe in the divine
mission of J esus Christ , who lived and
died for the great famil y of mankind.
Our creed is indee d summe d up in the
wor ds of the Saviour : " God so lored the
world , that lie gave his only-begotten Son,that whosoever believeth in him shal l not
Parish, but have everlasting life." But ,Mr. €hairmati, it is not theoretical prin-cip les tha t mak e the Christi an ; it is the

temper and dis posit iaiirr- tfee heart Uself
tha t the Supreme Bjeiiig regards with ap-
probation . ! We touch one anothe r on
eve ry side. It is the refore our behaviour
ai?d conduct towards each other th rough
life that wil l be inquire d into at the last
great day of account , when the plaudit
wil l he uttere d , " Well don e, good and
faith fu l servant 5 ente r thou into the goy
of th y Lo rd ." We tr ust neverthe less that
we are ri ght in our reli gious princi ples 5but being* fallible creatu res , we would
avoid all dogmatism and ud charitable ness.
We onl y claim that liberty which we fre ely
g rant to others . We condem n not our bre -
th ren of differ ent sentiments . To bear
and forbear is the indispensabl e duty of
humani ty . They diiFer no farther from
us than we differ fro m them. We would
view all our feilow-ellristians with an «ye
of love and ben ignity . " Jud ge not , that
ye be not jud ged 5 for with what jud gment
ye jud ge, ye sha ll be jud ged, and with
wh at measure ye mete , it shall be mea-
sure d to you again. "

But we are not met here , Mr. Chairma n,
to discuss confessions of fa ith ; we are
desir ous of j oining h<?aTt and hand to pro -
mote the inte rests of the charit y. And
has it not been found that the catholic
princi ples on which the school is can *ducte d have ensured its prosperity ? It
has been established upwards of a hundred
years ; and las t year you celebrated with
joy and g-ratitude its centenary anniver-
sar y ! On that , as well as on every aunual
occasion , its libe ral princi ples have been
mentioned in terms of th e hi ghest com-
mendation. .And I well recollect how
at your annual dinners the late Dr . Henr y
Hunte r, you r revered and perpetual chair -
man , (and he was a Calvinist ,) dwel t on
the catholi c basis of the school , descanting
most eloquentl y, r.o as to electr ify and
deli ght , by his expanded sentiments , the
whole compan y. You r institu tion , indeed ,
reared on its broad foundat ion , has stood
the test of time , whilst othe r institutions ,
of a more narrow and contracted sp iri t,
have sunk and disappeared for ever ! You r
chari ty havin g ' surv i ved a cent u ry, with
incre asing* prosperi ty and glory , resem bles
the British oak , which , th roug h each suc-
cessi ve period , only stri kes deeper its roots ,
and extends more widel y its branches ;
blessing, by its grate ful shade , those who
seek and enjoy its pro tection . And thus
it is that the most excellent of all our
rel igions societies for " distributing Bibles
without note or comment ," hath spread
itself to the end s of the earth . *

* In the account of the Briti sh and
Foreign School Society , it is admira bly
remarked ,^"-Educati on conduc ted on en-
lightened princ iples, while it inculcates
the purest moralit y and the most impor-
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Case decided in the Court of King's
Bench 9 on a Dissenter s Claim of
Exempt ion from Toll on a Sunday.
We w ish to present our rea ders wi th a

cor rect Reg ister and Report of all cases
which occur in the Courts of Law , af-

tant points of reli gion , from the unerring -
standard of Divine Ins p i rat ion , excludes
the peculia r tenets or catechisms which
divide the op inions of g-ood men—the
IJibl e, in the authorized ve rsion , w i t h out
note or comme nt, being the onl y reli gious
23ook taug ht in its schools 5 and thus all
sects and part ies may send their children
to British schools with the greatest cor *-
Udetice. Care is at the same time taken
to secure attent ion to reli gious duties , by
encoura ging the children to attend such
Sunday Schools as are app roved by the ir
pa rents , and by r equirin g" proofs of thei r
presen ce at those places of worshi p winch
their parent s or friends may pre fer. Chil -
dren whose parents pr ofess different creeds ,
Leing" th us educated together , may natu -
ral ly, be ex pected to feel a regard for each
other , calculate d to obvia te that prejudice
•which has heretofore produced much mis-
chief in the worl d , and thereb y to cdnnect
all the membe rs of the community ) >y the
bonds of Christ ian .chari ty !"

fecting the Rights of Dissenter s, and we
therefore insert the following Report of
the proceedings in Lewis v. Hammon d,
from the second vol . of Barnewal l and
Alderson 's Report s, pp . 206—210, parti -
cul arl y as an idea has , we know, been
entertained , that the decision was of some
genera l princi ple inj u rious to the interest
of Dissente rs ; whereas it will be seen ,
that it was a m ere question of construction
of a local act , the obscure wording* of
which gives, in sorae  ̂

res pdets , as little
protection to the Churc hman as the Dis-
senter . This case will , however , we hope
occasion a greater atte ntion to the way of
wordin g these clauses in future .

Lewis v. Hammond , Nov. 23, 1818.
This was an action broug ht by the plain-

tiff for money had and receive d by the
defendant to his use . PJea , genera l issue,
" The cause was tried before Holroy d J. ,
at t he last assizes for the county of Wilts ^and a ve rdict was found for th e plain tiffs ,
damages 10</. and costs 40$., subject to
the opinion of the Cour t, upon the ' fol-
lowing " case :

" By an act of the 37 O. III . there was
directed to be taken at the several turn -
pikes erected by vi rtue of that act , the
toil of 5rtf . for every horse dr awing 1 any
carr iage, with the usua l power of distress
in case of non-payment. Th e act con -
tained a proviso , that no toll should be
demanded or take n for the passa ge of any
person or persons residin g- in any townsh i p
or pa rish in whi ch the road s lay, going-
to and r eturning - fro m th eir proper paro -
chial ch u rch , cha pel , or ot her place of
reli g ious worshi p, on Su n days , or att ending*
t he fun eral of any person or persons that
should die and be buried in th e sain t
parish . The plaintiff was and had been
for a longf period , an inhabi tant of Mowde v
one of th e parishes in which the roads
mention ed in the act Ja y, wher e there wit s
a par ish churc h . During - all that time ,
he had been a memb er of a congregation
of Prote stant Dissenters , whose place of
re ligi ous wors h ip was at Devizes, an d a
re gular attendant at , an d contribu to r to,
suc h place of r eli g ious wors hi p, which
tvas fou nd hy the ju ry to be his p roper
p lace of relig ious worship .  On Sunday,
20t h Apri l, the plaint iff, with his fam ily
went in a taxed cart dr awn by two horses,
from his houjs*} at Rowde, to the meeting-
house at Devizes, for the purpose of at-
tendin g, and did atte nd the celebratio n
of divin e worsh ip ther e. He wen t thithe r
by the direct roa d, an d returned direct to
his own house, and in so doin g- passed
th roug h a turn pike g^ate in the parish of
llowde, being one of the tur np ike gates
erected b y virtue of the act. The meet-
ing-house was in the parish of St. Ma ry,
Devizes, and the re \ver e two inte rvening
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Mr. Cha i rman , I beg pardon for tres-
passing so far on the patience of this
respectable assembl y ; onl y entreating that
you would act as Christians in this mo-
men tons business , b y observin g the golden
maxim of our blessed Saviour , of " doing
to others as you would wish they should
do unto you 5" and remembering the
solemn asseveration of the apostle Paul ,
that without love or chari ty, the pr o-
fession of any or of every reli gion is
nothin g* else than soun din g brass and a
tinklin g* cymbal !

You will please to excuse my having"
sat wh ilst I have addre ssed you , owing-
to an affliction in my lower limbs-—a cir-
cumstance known to mos t of vou. Indeed ,
borne in amongs t you this evening - by my
two sons, I am reminded of my na me-sake
the venerable apostl e John , who , living*
(as ecclesiastical histo rians tell us) to up-
ward s of a hundre d year s, was used to be
carried into the pr imitive assemblies, with
wrinkled countenance , onl y to lift up his
withered hands , and utter from his aged
and qu iverin g li ps, u Li ttl e childre n, love
one another !"

The Chairma n , who had preside d with
the utm ost impartiality , then put the mo-
tion— 4< That the children of th e school
should not any longer attend Worshi p-
Street Chapel ;' 1 w hen it was negatived
"by th i rty -ei ght to eighteen , a mo re than
double majori ty .



paris h es be tween that parish and the pa rish
of j ttowde. The defendan t was the col-
lector of the toll at the gate , and demanded
the sum of l Od, for th e passa ge of the
plaintiff in his cart. The plaintiff stated
the place , and the purpose to and i*or
which he was going, and claimed to be
exempted from th e payment of toll , under
the proviso in the act. The defendant
refused to permit the plaintiff to pass
without payment of the tol l , and the plain -
tiff, to avoid the distress wh ich was th reat -
ened , paid 10d, 9 which was so demanded.

" This case was argued on a former day
in this term , by Gaselee for the plaintiff ,
and C F. Williams  ̂ for the defendant.
The Court went so full y into the question
in givin g judgment , that it became unne -
cessary to state the arguments ; and now ,

" Abbott , C. J. delivered the jud gment
of the court. This case was very well ar -
gued before us, in the course of the present
term . By the bod y of the act the tol l is
imposed genera lly;  the party who declines
to pay it , must th erefore brin g himself
within the terms of the exception ; but we
are of opinion that the plaintiff has not
been able to do> so. The earl y parts of
the clause of exemption are not framed
with such persp icuity as to aid the con-
struction of the latte r part , upon which
this question has ar isen. That part is as
follows : ' nor for any person or persons
residin g in any townshi p or parish , in
which the said roads lie, going to and re-
turnin g- from their proper par ochial church ,
chapel , or other place of reli gious worsh ip
on Sundays? This exception does not
extend generall y to all persons going ' to
or return ing from a place of reli gious
worshi p, nor even to all persons going* to
or returning* from their proper place of
rel igious worsh i p ; for it is obvious , that a
person of the same reli gious persuasion as
die plaintiff , and who should be a member
of a Dissentin g* cong regation , assemblin g
at a place situ ate in one of the parishes in
which these roads lie, but who should reside
out of any of those parishes , wou ld not be
entitle d to the bene fit of the exemption.
It is obvious also, that members of the
Chur ch of En g land , residing* in one of
the parishes , w ho should resort to a church
in another parish , either ordi naril y, by
reaso n of its more near and conven ient
situation , or at extraordinary seasons , when
the church of the ir own parish mi ght hap -
pen to be under repai r , wou ld not be en-
titled to the exemptio n ; because sucli
persons would not be g*oing to their proper
church . And this , appear s to us to shew ,
that the words ' chapel or other place of
reli gious worshi p,' which follow the word
churc h , are to be understoo d of places of
the same kind as church , which is first
mentioned . , It is mot denied that they are
to be so unders tood, as far as regard s the

firs t epithet c proper,' that is, that they are
to be unde rstood of places of assemb ly, of
which the parties resorting to them ?are
quodammo do members . And we think
they are so to be understood also, with
referen ce to the epithet , * paro chial ,* and
that th is word is to be applied in construc -
tio n , not to the wor d church onl y, but also
to the following words , 4 chapel or other
place of reli gious worshi p,' as denotin g
the situati on of such chapel 01 other place,
with refer ence to the residence of the per-
sons fr equenting it. This construction is
also aided by the conside ration of conve-
nience. The gate- keeper may be expected
to inform himself as to the persons residing
in his pa rish , the places of worshi p situate
within it , and the hours of usual attendance
at the m, but he cannot be expected to ac-
qui re su ch information , as to other and
more distant places : and unless we' are
ri ght in our construc t ion of the clause ,
th ere will be no limit to the distance of
the place , except such as the practi cabilit y
of trav elling to it may impose. The ex-
tensiv e limits , therefore , contended for by
the plai n tiff, may occasion much uncer -
tainty and confu sion, and much dispute
and wran gling, on a day that ought to be
spec ial ly devoted to charity and peace.
For these resons , we are of op inion , that
the plainti ff is not eutitled to recover ; and
the postea must be delivered to the defeu-
dant 5 that a nonsuit may be entered.

" Jud gment for Defendant .*'
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Derby , Not tingham and the South of
Yorkshire Quarte r ly  Meeting.

The Quarte rl y Meeting of the Minis ters
of the Associa tion formed for the counties
of Derb y and Nottingham^ and the South
of Yorkshire , was hel d at Sheffield , on the
22nd of last Decembe r. The sermo n was
preached by the Rev . Mr. Willi ams, of
Mansfield , from 2 Tim. ii. 15. The devo-
tiona l and other parts of the service were
conducted by M r. Turne r, of Notting ham .
The discourse , aa the text will shew, con-
tai n ed , princi pall y, advice to ministers ,
both in the d ischarge of their dut y, and
un der those trials to which , they are too
often exposed from capt ious and pertu rbed
spirits. It contained also many usefu l hin ts
to con gregations , relative to the manner in
which they shou ld behav e to their pastors ,
an d recei ve their instruc tions , u esteem ing
them highl y for their work s' sake ," shewing1
them res pect , man ifesting an attentive and
candid mind , not neg lec tin g u the assem-
bling of themselves tog-ether , as the manne r
of some (we may add in these times rn dnyj
is,'* and jo ining them heartil y in thei r ex-
ert ions to prom ote the u truth as it is in
Jesus ," and advanc e the inte re sts of pure
and unde filed rel igion th rou ghout th e
world.



Manchester Pres by terian Quar terly
Meeting^ fyc.

Sir ,
The last Quarterl y Meetin g- of Presb y-

terian Ministers in this town and neigh-
bourhood , was held on the 6th instant , at
Doblane Chapel , near this town. The
Her . Joh n Sinethurst introduced the ser -
vice, and the Rev. John Grund y preached
the serinon , from 2 Tim. \v. 3, 4. The
attenda nce at the chapel was numerous ,
and. credita ble to the Christian zeal both
of the ministe r and the congregation .
The minister s, to the number of fourteen ,
returned to Manchester in the afternoon ,
and with about an equal number of lay
breth re n, partook of an economical din ner
at the Biid gwate r Arms. The after noon ,
as usual, was agreeabl y spent in the ex-
pression of sent iments congenial to the
occasion , and to the views of our deno mi-
nation of Christians , and the company was
fre quentl y gra tified with the remarks which
they called forth fro m several gentl emen
present . In one subject the meetin g
seemed to take parti cular interest — the
proposed institution for the Protec tion of
the Civil Rights of Unitarians '

 ̂
and it was

Unanimousl y resol ved, that a communica -
tion relative to it be t ransmitted to Mr . Fox.
before the proposed meetin g- at the London
Tavern , on the 13th instant.

T|iis d&y, the Annual Meetin g of the
Lancashire and Cheshire Unitarian Book
l»d Trac t Society was held . The Trea -
surers accou nt was received with great
satisfaction ; from which it appeared that
the inst itution is in a p rospe rous and pro -
gressive statte ; the number of subsc ribers
having increased , and not much fewer than
three thousand books and tr acts havin g
been distrib uted in the cours e of the last
year. The Rev. B. R. Davis preached the
ann ual senurtm on behalf of the institution ,
yesterda y in the evening, at the chape )
of the Rev. William Havvkes , in Moseley
Street Owi ng to some reasons , the au-
dience was but smal l, and the sum ctollected j
of cottrs e, in pro portion.

The Quarte rl y Meeting, in k MM eclive
capacity , ha ving not deigned to take notice

of the charge of dup licity urged agains t
its members by an an onymous writer iri
the Repository ^ I may be allowed to aci d,
in an extra -offi cial capacity , that I do not
intend , afte r this time, to take any farther
notice of the dispu te. A dispute about
names is seldom attended wi th good , fre-
quentl y with mischief , and has attractions
only for weak minds and meddlin g dispo-
sitions. If th ere was no other reason of
re tainin g, for the present , the denom ination
Presb yterian , the fact that some of the
congregations composing the Quarte rl y
Meetin g are not Unitarian , and would not
have joined it under the denomination
Unitarian , is sufficient . But they have
so great a degree of liberalit y, and are
such strenuous advocates for Christian
liberty and fr ee inquiry  ̂ that they have
no repugnance to associate with their Uni-
tarian breth ren , who ar e, in this respect ,
like-minded with themsel ves. The reso-
lution of the Quarte rl y Meetin g- transmitted
to Mr. Fox , relative to the Civil Ri ghts of
Unitarians , is a prett y satisfa cto ry comment
on my text , and exhibits the subject in a
clear light even to ordinary capacities .
Wh en the term Unita rian shall hav e become
sufficientl y definite in its application in
general , and when th e professo rs of Uni-
tarianism shall * have constructed a system
of  union and discipli ne, at once simple,
com p rehensive and effective, then proba bly
there will be less difficult y in discontinui ng
the use of the denomination Pre sbyterian
-—a denomination which custom and long
usage so stron g ly sanction , thou gh it s
meanin g, like that of most wor ds in all
langua ges, must be necessaril y altered and
modified by the chan ges which times and
circumstances unavoidabl y prod uce.

W. J .
Man chester , Januar y 79 1819.

Afte r the service, the mini ste rs, with a
few frien d s, (amon gst whom was Samuel
Shore , Esq., of Meersbrook , that veteran
friend of truth and Christian libe rty ,) dined
together at the Tonti ne Inn.

The ministers piesent were  ̂ M r. Wil -
liam s, of Mansfiel d 5 Mr. Turner , of Not-
ti ngham ; M r. Pi per , of Norton ; Mr .
Brettell , of Ro therham •, Mr. Platt s, of
Doncaster j Mr , Wallac e, of Chesterfield ;
Mr. Wri ght , of Siannin gton ; and Dr. Na-
thaniel Phil ipps, of Sheffield.

The next meetin g will be held at Mans-
f ieUL

Unitarian Fu nd.
[From the Report of 1818, we extract

the following passages , containin g Mr.
Wrig ht ys Journal of his Mission im
Scotland , in 1817. We shal l here afte r
give monthl y an articl e under this head.

E».]
Eight years have elapsed since I firs t

visited Scotland as an Unitarian Missionary.
At that time there wer e but fety avowed
Unitari ans north of the Tweed, iu compa-
rison of what now openl y profess the Uni-
tarian doctrine , unite in the worshi p of
the one. God, the Fath er, and are connected
together in an annual association f or  the
promot ion of the truth as it is in Jesus.
As might natu rall y he expected , from a
view of all the circumstances of the case,
thou gh much has been done , the UnitA-
tariuns in North Britai n are sti ll a ? littl te
flock ifa ctifnjpm ris& n of the disc iples of
J ohn Calf in 5 their religions views ia re
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guuch misconceived and misre pr esented ,
and thei r oppon ents , thou gh evidentl y
alarmed at the progress they ha ve alread y
ma de, affect to desp ise them as being* fewer
in numbe r than they reail y are .

Were their number much smal ler than
it is, this would certainl y be no ar gume nt
agai nst the truth of the doctrine they
maintain ; thoug h it might lead those who
regard the popu larit y of a doctrine more
than the evidences of its iruth , to th ink
meanl y of it. The more un popular any
pa rt of divine truth is, tlie greater is the
ho nour of pro fessing and pr omotin g it.

J ud ging that some account of the state
and pro gres s of Unit arianism among our
Northern breth re n will be acceptable to
many of our friends in Englan d, I shal l
connec t with the account of my last
Mission in the North , some remarks on
this subject. I feel the less hesitation in
doing this , as I ha*/e been pretty wel l ac-
quainted with the Scotch Unitarians and
their progress for eight years past , havin g,
durin g- that time , performed four Mis-
sionar y j ourneys among them , from the
last of which I am just returned , after
spending - more than six rnoHths north of
the Tweed .

I went to Edinburg h the last week in
January , and , after spending twen ty- eight
weeks in Scotland , re-ente red Eng land on
the 17th of August. Du ring this journey ,
a considerable part of my time was spent
in Edinbur gh and Gl asgow : this , particu -
lar circumstance s rendered necessar y ;
and , as it afforded me opp ortunities of
preaching* on a greater vari ety of subjects ,
and of havin g- more intercours e with the
fri ends than is usuall y practicable in my
Missionary journeys , I trust it rendered my
labours more effective and successfu l in
those popu lous cities.

The knowled ge of Unitarianism has
been exte n ded durin g the th ree years which
ba re elapsed since my third Mission to the
North . This has been chieily by the cir -
culation of books , especiall y by Mr. Yates 's
publications in rep ly to Mr. Ward!aw of
Glasgow, and Dr . Smith 's publications at
Edinbu rg h r To the same great object the
occasional labours of some of the students
at Glasgow, in severa l places in the west
of Scotland , have contributed . During 1
the above period , the churches at Edin -
bur gh and Glasgo w have nad to regret the
removal to England of their much -esteemed
min isters Mr . J. Yates , and Dr. Smith ,
whose labours were highl y val ued . In
some places I had now the pleasure of
finding my former labours had not been in
vai n, but had been protf ttctrve of perma -
nent etffects. On the whole, the prospect
of the l?*iitarian cause being successfu l in
Scotland is » goad , not withstanding' some
diBcoura ging crrcumstaticos ; and , I con-
ceive, tro itnot $iM *©f being- ' real ized ,' if pr o-

per means be app lied With perseveri ng1
exertion - ; what I have to state res pecting
the d ifferent places I visited , will , 1 trust ,
shew this.

Edinbur gh *
The Unitarian churc h in this city being*

without a ministe r , solicited me to go down
and spend th ree months with them. In
compliance with this wish , and with the
advice of the Committe e hi London , I went
down and spent the months of Februar y,
March and A pril in the norther n capital :
durin g* which time I p reached thirty -se ven
di scourses , administered the Lor d's Slip-
per , &cc. The mornin g' and afternoo n con-
gregations were not large , but I had the
happ iness of seeing some increase , and of
learnin g- that some persons who had left the
Soci ety for several yea rs , returned and
ag-ai n becam e regular attendants . It was
pr oposed to me to deliver a Cours e of Lec^
tur es, on the Doctrines mainta ined by Uni-
tarians ^ 

with this pro posal I glad /y com-
plied , and continued the Lectu res on Sun-
day evenin gs so long as I stayed . Havin g1
fixed on tlie subjects , the Lect ures were ad-
vevtisetV in one of the public papers , and
by pri n ted hills. They wer e al ways well
atte nded , frequentl y by lar ge audiences ,
who were very attenti ve . I was pleased to
nn d that amon g* the stran gers who came to
hea r the Lectures , a number of th e same
persons continued to attend to the end of
t he cou rse . On the evenin gs when they
were delivere d , small tracts were d istri -
buted at the doors of the place of meeti ng,
and were received with eagerness . The
Society at Edinburg h, thou gh not nume *
ro u s, is respectable. Its members "well un-
derstand , and are firml y established in the
doctrines they profess . They are united
and ha ppy with each other. Thei r con-
duct in life does credit to their profession .
They have some zeal in the cause , and are
airxious for its success. It is hi ghly desi-
rable and of great importance that they
shoul d have a ministe r fixed am ong* them,
who is a man of learning* , popu lar talents ,
and ardent zeal, one who will devote him*-
self, with his whole heart and soul , to the
work .

The friends at Edinburg h are deservin g*
of commendat ion for their exerti ons to g^et
Unita rian book s into circulation , for fceep^
ing up the library , and for their stead y
atte ndance on the public serv ices : and it is
hoped they will be equal ly dili gent in pro ^
Hi oti ij gf other importan t measures . They
have stru ggled th roug h many difficu lties,
and openly avowed thei r sentiments in the
midst of rep roach and contem pt. They
have begun to estab lish a fund for the «*<ftc-
tion of a ehape l at some future period ;
this fund alight accumulate m<*re rap idly,
if a number of per sons, who can affoft} to
give but little , were to subscribe to it at
the rule of one penny per week . It is by

Intelligence. —-Unitaria n Fund. *6i



such small subscri ptions some deuouiina-
tions of Christians raise vast sums of money.
Itis hoped the Edinburgh friends will never,
either by build ing- or purc h asing- a chapel ,
involve themselves much in debt, as a heavy
debt ever proves a dead weight on the cause.
The promotion and firm establishment of
Unitarian ism in this city, is, under every
view, of great consequence, and deserves
all the aid and countenance th at can be
given i t 5  and the prospect of its success is
encou raging1. Neither the word Uni ta r ian ,
nor what  it is used to express , excites the
alarm it did formerl y ;  many persons are
more disposed to read <iu v books , and exa-
mine tlie subjects to which they relate, than
they once were ; and there is little doub t
but  that many persons are favourable to the
Unit aria n doctr ine , who , on account of its
unpopularity,  or their own peculiar cir-
cumstances, do not ventu re to shew them-
selves openl y as its friends , The sp irit of
inquiry and liberal i ty is evidentl y growing* ;
and this must be favourable to the prog ress
of truth.

On tlie whole, all that I saw and heard ,
dur ing i\ three months '* residence in the
northern cap ital , convinces me that luiita-
rianism. is gaining* ground there, and tha t
if proper means be app lied , in a jud ic ious
manner , with ,  perseverance, there may, in a
few years, he a large mid respectable con-
gregation. I estimate the progress the
cause is making*, not merely hy the n u m -
bers Viho constantl y meet together , but  by
the decree of informat ion diffused on the
subject, the sp ir i t  of i n q u i r y  excited , and
all the circumstances which have a bearing*
upon its prosperity.

Before I left Edinburg h, the annual as-
sociation of the Scotch Unitarians was held
there, of which a short account has al read y
been given to the public. This meeting-
is well calculated to promote union and
mutual exertion among* the brethren .

Lit f.rarv.
With the new year there are always

ushered into being* some new perio dical
publications ? on cc plans entirel y new,"
and after the issuing' of pros pectuses ful l
of promise : but most of these productions
perish in their cradle- We put down the
titles of such of these works, as aie an-
nounced for 1819 : —

'* A new Literary Journal , entitled The
Edinburgh Monthly Review," in 8vo.
price 2s. 6d. As the name imports, this
Journ al is to give light from the North .
The Scottish literati seem, i ndeed , to
aspire to n. monopol y of public instruction.
The Edinburgh Review, the Encyclopaedia
Britartnica, and the Edinburgh Annual
Register, have obtained great and deserved
literary distinction. The Ed inburgh Ga-
zetteer is slowly struggling into existence :
and The Edinburgh Month ly Magazines

are deafening1 the public with their mu-
tual bickerings and empty pretensions.
I t  remains to be seen, whether the mass of
British readers will put themsel ves under
tli e trainin g * of Monthl y Northern Re-
viewers .

u The Rememb?*a?i cer ; or Ecclesiast ical
and Literary JSIiscellany," Is. 6d. Under
this heavy name, which has sunk ventures
of this kind without  number, the Riving-
tons, booksellers of Hi gh-Church , ortho-
dox celebrity. , propose a " Theolog ical
Journal , for general  use, i ntended to com-
bine the seveial provinces of a Magazine,
a Review and an Historical Register."
The object is stated to be, 4< to produce
co-operation amongst Churchmen , and to
conciliate reverence and esteem for the
clergy ."

u The Fireside Magazine and Monthly
Ep itome,** Is. This Journal promises an
u Impartial Review , quite ori g inal ," and
a " Summary of all the Reviews in the
preceding* month .'* It is to be published
by Drakard , of Stamford , the Editor of
the respectable weekl y paper called *"*• The
Stamford Ne ws," and this we must say
is the most promising* feature of the pro-
spectus .

ii The Caledo nia n ; or Scottish Literary
and Political Investigator ," a weekly
publication , 4d., designed to record the
prog ress of literature, science and political
op inion in Scotland.
prog ress of literature, science and political
op inion in Scotland.

" The British Magazine and Per io-
dical Gleaner " a monthly miscellany,
6d.: pursuing- " a middle path between
the reli gious and literary Magazines. "11

u The Anti-J acobin Review, which ha*
also the name of The Protestan t Advocate,
advertises, that u an Editor to succeed
the late Mr. Giffa i'd has been at last pro-
cured ."

The Champ ion Sunday Newspaper, from
which extracts may be found Vol . IX .
pp . 441 and 470, has latel y changed hands.
It was instituted by Mr.  John Scott , who
had distinguished himself as the Editor of
Drakard's Stamford News, and who has
been since better known by his two vo-
lumes, entitled A Visit and A Second Visit
to Paris. Of him it was purchased bjr
M r .  Clayton Jennyns, who held some legal
office in one of the West India Islands,
but being* dis placed, came home a flaming*
patriot , and made his appearance on the
husti ngs at Covent Garden : he has since,
however, cooled down to his forme r tem-
perament. His successor in the proprie-
torsh i p and conduct of the Champion is
the celebra ted Mr, John Thelwall, one of
the u Acquitted Felons," (according* to
the late Mr. Windham ,) of 1795, who has
laudably devoted himself for tlie last
twenty years to the profession of elocution ^but has now returned to the stormy region
of politics. He assumes the character of
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a Whi g? Reformist , and wri tes against both
the Anarchists and the Corruptionists - He
has been addressing 1 lette rs to the Right
Hon. Lord Joh n Russell , M . P., X i  on the
Rise , Progress and Princi ples of the Party
of the Radic al Reformers /' Fro m the last
of th ese, dated Dec. 24, 1818, is taken the
followin g* ext rac t, which Mr. The!wal l
asser ts , is in the \erv terms of his usual
discours e, twenty -th ree years ago- :—¦—
66 Westminster has proved , that even among
the poorest , the most uninform ed and un-
accomm odated of her population , Ana rchy
has no pa rty . Its red flag has been dis-
played , and its red bonnet has been
mounted , and they and thei r mountebank
apostles have been desp ised. Westmi nster
will not forget —th e nation will not forget
—that The English Cap of Libert y was
always B^ue—p u re ethereal blue , the
colou r of th at heave n , from which the
blessing it tvoifies was first deri ved ! andblessing* it
with your Lo rdshi p, and wi th all the house
of Russel l, with every true Whi g, and
every -true Reformer , with every real friend
of liberty and of man , the congregated
realm will be prepa red to echo—Foul
BEFALL TH E RUFFIAN WHO WOULD DIE IT
RED. "

the consideration of the speeeli from the
Th rone .

MlSCELLANEO US.
A ver y laudable society has just been

formed for the protection and relief of vir -
tuous female servants out of place, deno -
minated The Provisional Protection So-
ciety, under the exclusi ve management of
a committee of ladies .

¦*» •
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A distres sing- scene was exhibite d at
E dinburgh, last month , at the executioiv
of Robert Johns to n for robber y . From
carelessness or inexpertness on the part of
the executioner , the ro pe with which the
criminal was han ged prove d too long*, arid
his toes rested upon the platform , Persons
were instantl y emp loyed to cut th e plat -
form away, but the spectators were out -
raged by the spectacle , and shouts of
murder aros e, and pre sentl y the officers of
justice wTere dri ven oil*by stones . A pe rson ,
genteel ly d ressed , sprung* upon the plat-
form and cut the rope . Johnsto n was still
al ive, and the populace seized his bod y
and carried him off in tri umph: meanti me
the coffi n was broken up, and the frag-
ments were used to dem olish the neigh-
bourin g wind ows. The mob bein g with-
out guide or direc tion , were pre sent ly
discomfited , an d the bod y recovered by
the magistrates. It was carried to the
Potie e-ofBce, where the surgeon of the
establishment bled the malefactor in both
arms and in the tempora l vein % and the
half-suspen ded animatio n was restored.
The unha ppy creature was carried back to
the gallows, under an escort of soldier y,
and a second time hanged , thou gh in so
awk wa rd a manner as again to provoke
the indi g-nant cries ,of the agonized multi -
tude. The parents of the malefactor are
said to be respectable people, who keep a
sh op at Edinbur gh. His mother was
nearl y in a state of dist raction , and no
words can describe their feelings during*
the above proceedin gs, the report of the
rescu e 'heing* instantl y carried to them .
The Ma gistrates and High Court of J us-
ticiary have instituted inquiri es into this
melanchol y and disgracefu l affair. All
are eage r to disavow the bleeding-. It
was still thoug ht necessary to offe r a re-
ward of d£5O for the discover y of the per -
son who cut dovr n the body,  and , it is
said , that Mr. J elf ray , the barriste r, and
celebrated Editor of the Edinb u rgh Review ,
has laid an information against the young
gentleman who committed the deed , in
or der to bring* the cause to trial , and to
make his d efence. But this is denied .
The time is su rel y at hand when the brutal
spectacle of hang ing a human bean g wi ll
be less frequent.

The disci ples of Joa nna Southcott are
not yet quite out of heart . A compan y of
the m, to the numb er of thirty , paraded the
street s of London with bann ers, on the
13th instan t, to proclaim the Messiah .
They were set upon by the mob, and a
fray ensued , which ended in the appre-
liensio n , by the police officers , of the per-

In a pam phlet latel y published (say the
news pape rs) by the Kev. Prebendary I >en-
nis i of Exeter , it is stated , th at u as fate
as th e summer of last year , the Prince
Regent avowed to the Cler k of the Closet ,
and authorized him to make known , his
determi nation to refu se the Royal A ssent,
e*en should both Houses of Parl iament
pass a bill in favour of the Roman Catholic
claims.'1 This is scarcel y credible . It
appears to us to be, if true , an attack upon
the independence of Parliament Some
member of the House of Commons will ,
we apprehend , bri ng it forward as a matter
of privil ege * In better times, at least,
& discussion upon it would have precede d

The public are under great obl igatio ns
to a society whi ch has existed some time ,
whose object is the Suppression of Mendi-
city . (We see not w hy they should have
adopted so unco u th a word . They would
have been better understood if thev had
den ned their purpose to be the lessening
of the number of beggars.) A number of
individua ls have recentl y formed a society
auxiliary to this , with a vie w to the ern -
ployment of the industrious p oor .



sons formin g" the proces sion. Their leader ,
Sibley, a street watc hman , tal ked in high
languag e before the Xord Mayor , but a
night 's rest in pr ison bro ught an order
we supp ose from Joan na , th at the procla-
mation should not be persisted in . By
this intervention of the prop hetess , the
poor creat u res were discharged . The
watchman and his follower s would , no
doubt , mightil y abuse any who should sug-
gest lo them the need of reason in re lig ion .

amongst them , tha t of Dublin , is consi-
dered insol vent . An d it is no longe r a
secret that an effort will be mad e to place
the local taxation of the city in other han ds.
At all events , the conduct of this body will
be submitte d to the investi gat ion of Pa r-
l iament , and good will be done by an offi-
cial exposure of the S3rsiem, to which the
city of Dublin , and it ¦ would not be toa
imich to say, the peop le of Irelan d, are in-
debled f or  so much vexation.

A better spirit is prevail i ng" in Ireland .
The government has shewn a commen-
dable regard to the feeling's of the majori ty
of the Irish people, who in the propo rtion
of fou r-fifths are Roman Catholics , by the
appointment of Mr. Gran t , a well-known
advocate of the Cathol ic claims , as Se-
cr etary of  State , in the room of Mr .
Peel, who , by taking a contra ry course,
had rendered himself ob noxious to the
Irish . All part ies, except the Tones ,
who whimsicall y enou g h march under the
banners of Wil liam III ., and hoist the
Orange colour , hav« unit ed in compli-
menting ' Mr. Giant upon his appointment .
The Lord Mayor and Sheriff of . Dubli n
{the l atte r is, we understan d , br other to
Mr. Alderman Wood , of London) have set
a good exam ple of charity by excluding
irri tating toasts from their public dinne rs ,
thoug h for so doing 1 they have been in-
sulted at their own tables . A still more
decided pro of of the growth of liberal
sentiments is exhibited in the fact that
t he Protestants of Ireland are meeting to
pet ition th e legislature to grant relief to
the ir Ca tholic breth ren . This is the true
way to put down Po pery , which in a bad
sense is on ly bi gotry arm ed with power
or str i ving for it.

FOREIGN.
Fr ance.

Population. —A new census has latel y
bee n taken th roug hout the se ver al depart -
ments of the French mona rc hy, whereb y
it appears that the total population amount s
to 29,327,388 sou ls. Of the depart ments ,
that of the Seine, compris ing the cap ital ,
is of course the most populo us , Pa ri s con-
tainin g* 713,765 sonls.

A com plete chan ge of ministe rs has
been made by Louis XVIJI . The new
minist ry appear to bo attached to liberal
princi ples, an d to devote tlieinsel ves to
patr iotic measures . On e of them , Baron
Poita l, the Minister of the Marine , is a
P rot estant : he was formerl y a merc hant .
of Bom dean x. The minist ry of police is
abolished , and with it, we hop*^, is don e
away that #y«te m of espionage) which , o»
accou nt of its ccmYefli«eaee to *v<?aJk states -
men, has teen sofnetiwi es imitate d out of
Fvam>e, TJ*e Jftini&fe r of Fwinnce- Baro u
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The most interesting 1 feature of the
month is the disposition shewn by the Ju -
ries in Lon don , to lessen cap ital punish-
ments , especia lly in the cas e of Bank -of-
Eng land forgeries . Questions , remar k s,
addresses in Court and publications in the
newspapers , have all been resorte d to by
these resp ectable bodies of citizens to
excite pu blic atte ntion , an d to awaken the
inercy of courts of justice and of the go-
vernment. A deep impression in favour
of human ity is evidentl y made on the pub-
lic mind , and an amelioration of the penal
code can no longe r be effectuall y res isted :
than ks to the two peculiarl y British in-
st itutions , Trial by Jury and a Free Press !
The conduct of the Bank of Eng lan d in
its prosecutio ns for forge ry is now se-
verel y scrut inized , and the Directors have
encountered no little odium , on account
of the slovenl y make of their notes , which
admits so easil y of counterfe its , of the wit-
nesses whom their agents have employed.
of whom some have been proved to be not
only accom plices, but also seducers , and
of the power which th ey have recentl y
assumed of selectin g- from thei r victims
objec ts of mercy . In a cross-exam ination
at the Old Bailey, on Monday the 18ih ,
Lees, one of the Inspector s at the Bank ,
state d, that i l  six ty or seventy for g ed
notes were taken at the Bank zvithin three
year s.*7

On the 16th , an indictment was pre -
sented to the Grand Ju ry, at the Old Bai-
ley, against Joh n Ca r lisle, for publishi ng
P aine ^s Age of Reason ; and a tr ue bill
was found. The t rial has bee n moved into
the King 's Bench . Chr istianity wants not
the assistance of crown lawyers ; but no
one can sympathiz e wi th a fool-hard y pub -
lisher, who, probab ly, on a calcu lation of
ultimate profit , provokes the vengean ce of
the civil power , and thus strengthens the"*
hands of the ad ministratio n for the time
being-, who take ad vantage of an example
of licentiousness to invad e the bou ndaries
of constitutiona l liber ty *

The If i$h Corporat ions (says the Wree-
mmCs Weekly Journal , of DnWi»,) ar e
vejrgMflff fas* to dissolution . The chief



Discourses on the Duty and Reward of
Lookin g to Ourselves. Addressed to Yauttg*
Persons . By William Ttiraer. 12oio. Bd.

Notes and Obser vations on Criminal
1rHa te> By a Ju ryman . 12nao. Is.

Observatio ns and Reflections on the
Atfcanasian Cr**uL in Three Letters , ad-
dressed to a Society for Religions Conver-
sation and Prayer , Nantwieh 5 by which
Copies of tfee above Creed contai ning* Sen -
timents justi fying its Damna tory Clauses,
have been distri buted. By F. Knowles,
Mini ster of the Unitarian Congregation ,
Natitwich . 12mo. Is.

Observat ions on tb« Trinity ,' in a Letter
addressed to a Seriou s Inquirer after
Truth . By Josep h Marriott , Minister of
tfie Unitarian Congrega tion , Wfritchureli .
12oio. 2d.

Biblia Sacra Polygkitfca , T«*tns Arche-
typos Versionesque Proc ipnas ab Ecclesia
Antf qmtu s Receptas Compleetentm . In
one volume 4to. ; conta ining-, the Hebrew
Bible with Points , the Samaritan Penta -
teuch , th e Syriac Testame nt, the Septua -
gint, and Greek Testament ; the Lati n
Vulgate Version $ and the English Ver-
sion. At £5. 5s. or in five parts at £1. Is.
each .

Biblia Sacra Polyglotta Gall icc, Italice,
Hispanice, et Gennanice , Versiones Prae -*
cipuaa ab Ecclesiis Christianis Ho4ie Re-
ceptas aut Viilgo Approbatas Complec-
tent ia. In one volume 4to. ; containin g
the most approved Versions of the Scrip-
tu res into the chief I«ang«uag'es of Europe.
videlicet, French , Italian , Spanish and
German . At £4. 10s. or in five parts at
18s. each.

liitu rg ia Polyglotta , Seu Liber Precum
Coin ipunium , Latin ef Anglice, Greece,
Neogrsecey Italioe , Gallice , Hispanice, et
Germa n.iee, Jux ta Usuro EccJesTBe A ngfli-
canae et Hibiemic iBe. In one volume 4to. ;
contai ning, the enti re Litur gy of the
United Churc h of England aad I i'elftnd,
the Psalter, Epistles and Qpfp^ls at length ,
in Bight Language s , mdeh^et, ' Latin ,
English, Greek , Modern Greek , Italian,
French , Spanish and German . At J KSk-IO« ;

A Discours e in Refuta tion of tfc^ Doq«
lr^0 »{ QtifimVSina fy. .Q«erg« WM^,
8vo . Is.

A Lament upon the Death V$ Jm * #oy^
Highness the Princess CUavlfttte rfta4 ;AJL
f ef a $ Ymvu, % IsateU* UcWwraw ,
Kendal . 12mo. 2  ̂6d. , - !:

An Elegy on the Lamen ted Death of
^ir Sam uel Rom illy. By Thomas Bud
6d. .

Newgate ; or De»mltoj *y Sketches in a
Prisoa -7 a Poem : - and . ̂ ther Or dinal Fu-
i îti ve Pieees . By La u re ace lial toss ,
D. D. Pr inted for the Beae£t of tfee Ast-
thor 's numerous Young1 Familyc : 6m. ;

Lcetures on Rhetoric. and Oifttary > deli-
vered to the Clauses of Senior auid Jtt Bior
Sophi sters i n Harvard Un i vertity. By John
Quincy Adam s. 2 vols. Bvo £1/ 8*.
[Imported fro m America.] :

A Letter to Rev. W . Turner , occasioned
by his Two Discourse* to the Scottish Uni-
tarians . 12mo.

A Reply to the Quarterl y Be view of die
New Translation of the Bible.

A Reply to a Letter on Fre e Commu-
nion, by tlie Rev. F. A. Cox, it. A* la
Six Letters on Strict Communion , ad-
dressed to a Youa g Ministe r . By Jcte ph
Ivimey. 6d. '

A Lette r to the Rev. George Border ,
Editor of the Evan gelical Magazine, in
Answer to Observations contained in the
Jkfffc gszi nes of June au4 Jul y, 1818, on
Dr. Adam Cl&rke 'a Bemarks on the For e-
kaowJed ge of God. 2s. 6d. v 1

Miller 7
* German Propheciea ; or, an

Offieial C5on6rHaation of the Divine M ission
of Miller to the King of Prus sia -* a&cl .'i!iit
puhhshed 'by Command of the present Em-
press of Kussia ? one of the chief Chara cters
ill tli if Pro phetio Ciiiise. Trans lated from
the German Ori ginal , hy the Rev J . J .  6.
Fischer , Embellished with . a strik ing
Likeness of the Pro phet arid a Plan of ^the
Netr Jerusalei p, If c. 2s. 6d.

The End of Religious €011 tro verkj  in a
Friendly porrek pQnJ Teace^ addresse d X6 tW
Ri ght Rev^. Dr. ^nr^ess, Lord Bishop of
Si. David s, in An$iv£r lo filli Lor dsliip's
Protestant Catechistn . By the RJ grlit Be#.
John fif iifre r, p. f), F. S. A . 3 rol». Royal
8vo. Engrav ings.

Vindlcicc Wykehamicae , or lei. ViiHKeation
of Winch ester College. Iti a Letter to
Heat jf Smw ĥaw  ̂ Esq. M. P.5 n<!4*ftyioneil
by his Inouirv into Abuses of Charit y! By
tMe Ret. W. L; Bowles . 2s 6d.

Sketches of the Philoso phy of Life.
By Sir T. <P^r |es Morgan, ,Hvfl. «vo.
*4a - : - ¦ .
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Sermons *
Some Thou ghts on. Christian Stoicism,

an Antidote against the Evils of Life. A
Serm on, preac hed at Plymouth , Nov 15,
1818, in conseque nce of the inuch -l amen ted
Deatn of Sir Samuel Roinilly. By Israe l
Worsley . 12mo. Is,

Reflections upon the Death of Sir Sa-
muel Romill y $ in a Discourse delive red
at Essex Street Chapel , Nov. 8, 1818. By
Thomas Belsham . Is. 6d. ¦

On a recent Probationary Occasion, at
the Chape l for Female Or phans , on Sunday
Nov. 1, 1818. By J oljn Lindsay , A.M.

.Fellow of Dulwich College  ̂Surrey. 8vo.
Is. 6d.

The Pr eaching 1 of the Gospel the effi-
cient Meaos of diffusing- among- Mankind
the Knowled ge of the tYue God .: preadied
at the Opening 1 of the Church of St. And rew ,
in Calcutta. March , 1818. By Ja mes
Bryce, D.D. 8vo. 2s.

Messiah Exalted, dispensing Blessings
to the Nations ; preached "by appointment
of the Irish Evangelical Society, in the
Scotch Church , Mary 's Abhey 3 Dublin.
By David Stewart. Is. •

The Diffusion of Christianity dependent
on the exertions of Christ ians ; preached
in Lady Glenorch y's Chapel , before the
Edinburg h Missionary Society, Apri l 2,
1818. By Henry Grey , A.M ., Minist er
of the Cha pel of Ease, St. Cuthberts . 8vo.

A Sermon on the Death of Miss Anne
Whitchnrch , of Bath . By William Jay .
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Communica tions have been received from Messrs . Seawa rd , Howe, Prout ,. Prit char 4
and Dr. Walker , and from J. F. 5 H. X.; A Fri end to Truth 5 I. W. ; and Z.

VoK XIII. may be had , pr ice, in boards , 18s. 6d., of the Publishers , of whonj
also may be had a comp lete set of the Monthly Reposit ory^ in Thirteen Volunies, prity
£ 11. Us., neatly hal f-bound. ;

A few quarto Proof Prints of the P ortrait of Dr . Cogan have been struck oiF, anc
may be had at 5s. each . . -

All Communicat i ons ar e reque sted to be addressed to the Edito r , [Pos t Paid,] ai
the Publishe rs  ̂ and not at his supposed priva te Residence. j

Advertise ments must be delivere d exclusively to the Pub lishers or Pri nter , an<
paid f or an delivery. i

ERRATA iii Vol XIII . i

The Duly of imitati ng departed Worth :
a Sermon, occasioned by the lamented
Deathi of the late Rev. Robert Balfou r,
D. IK, preached in the Albion-Str eet Cha-
pel , Glasgow, Oct 23, 1818, By Ral ph
Wardl aw. Prefixed to the Sermon , is a
Sketch of the Character of Dr . Balfour.
is. 6d.

The Importance of Peace and Union in
the Ch urches of Christ , and th e best .Means
of p romoting them : a Serm on , preached
at Cbrist Church , Oct. 7, 181|k before the
Associated Independent lurches of Han )$4
shire. By S. Sleigh. Is.

Christ 's Regard to Infants : a Serinon
occasioned by the late affe cting Mortali ty
among* Children . By D. Griffiths . 6d; ' ) :

Religious Instruction an Essential Fart
of Education : a Sermon , prrach ed befor e
the Teachers of the Sunday School Union,
in Great Queen Street Chapel , London ,
Octj 19, 1818. By Richard Watson . Is.

Funeral J br the late ^JDr Simpson, of
Hooeton * . , - j

At Hoxton Chapel , on the Day of hia
Interment. By George Clayton . ^̂ pNAt Pell Street. By Thomas Gfilfitt
Is . 6d. i

At Uxbrid ge. By George Redf ordj
M. A. Is. 6d. .. ;

At Wolverhatn pton . By Thomas Scales
Is. 3d. ;

At Walsall . By J . F. Whitri dge. Is.
At Alfriston . By George Betts. Is. J

¦ • • • —-¦
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Page 451, column 2, line.27, for u four /* read jfar. "
Page 667, column 2, line 45, far " Wilter/ ' read Wit ter.
Page 690

 ̂
column 1, the paragra ph beginnin g Fit suck pla ces, should follovr aftcj

Roman os, (column 2, in the ; third line . ,
" Page 690/ colupon 2, line 16  ̂ for u yoyvctVp'" t ef kd yovyoov.
. ' f . for u tvqTas" read yvqraq. I

Page 695, column 2, the lati n note from <c Quod universa/' &c, belongs 1b pa^
696, in column 1, lines *5—30, of which is th6 tr anila tion. j
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CORRE SPONDENCE.
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