Memo'zr of the Iate Rev. . Vidler.
fGoncluded from p. 186}

I N . 1798, Mz. N. Scarlett, who was
k3. memberof Mr. Vidler's congre-
gaton, pubhshed a new. translalion of
shediew Testament, with Notes, in
‘which werk Mur. Vidler
gutive. part. T:he chief peculiarity of
this Version is its being - accommo-
datedt-to the aniversal hypothesis; the
words Aion and  _ZEonian being in-
vayiably used - instead of world, age
and: enerlasting, whenever the Greek
W(itgfs from which those terms are
erived are. found in. the ongma]
'he: ) 'qu ‘possessed . all. the 'recom-
meridations which it could derive from
its, Cxterns i, orm and embellishment,
an%l met. with faviurable notice from
ithly. and- Critical Reviews,
but tt will he scarcely ‘ugmbered here—-

after amangst zmpmped versions.

%s ht&tar ~ qvt n  between
. Goadett and Mr. Vidler led to a

._ﬁtp‘m trade. M. Scarlett
; tkgpmqarr on the bookselling
rand Mr. Vidler
ptﬁd to Join him by flatterip,
tha& ‘were. newer: realized
“his frigntls mide: consxderablc
effeits-in qyder to, ensure ltis ‘wishes ;
thongh: others. watned hin . from the
WMMAQF the risk which he 'in-
1 ARV itde e ccmnch:d im
ﬁyg? ?ftwﬁgé been cagcle;% in his, esti-
stes. and sanguine.-in. his expecta-
tﬁ% ;mz;ﬁw Jpartner was dis-
wivdy et greagdoss 1o Vidler,
ghebn a groubd whrich. was bighly
parible- to  im, namely, bis re-
bt ,‘s’sewples of couscience to
-4VA T 'vﬁmﬂem in’ the publication
vehiad-¥ mmeﬂme been con-

ection - of pla
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. Maréhant 'Paylors
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respect and fnendshl

to carry on business ;,n the Strand By
himself for a few years, till"he was
compelled by his ;otai want of suc-
cess to relinquish if, . His fatlure,
however, did not cure him of his self~
confidence as a tradesman, for by a
whimsical centradiction of. chaxacter,
whilst he entertained a very humblg
opinion of himself as a "Christian’
teachgr, he was accustomed to set a
very high value upon his fitness for
business. His last attemnpt as a trades-
man was in Holborn, where-he suc-
ceeded to the booksetler’s shop which
had 'been establishied, and i - 1804
vacated, by Mr: Nfaf‘som. Flére ‘he
was wexg ed dowh ‘ffo m- the fiest

by incumbrances which had heen’ F(mg

‘growing, a

after an ing egtual strugs
gle for-twa-years retreated from the
cares of busmess with the loss of evel‘y
thing egcept “hia. comscious, in
and. -the sympathy and’ con xden
his friends, confessing: at lase t.b,at l;g
knew lésy of mankind than he mce
thoughi 1‘ | -

ngsqud schoal, under the e'of
Mr. John Wesley, and afterwards at
scheol. He. was. ap-
prenticed to a shipwright, but “’“"Mﬁ@' |
eibploymetit he became an emineht we-
countant, and origidated - the . G-
mercial Atmanack.” Besides the Versi
of th¥ New "Testament,  taken notice
above, “he publishéd, in 1801, & small
volime in quarto, entitled' ‘< A Stemic
Abrifigetnent-of Tsaiah’s Prophecy setating
the Fdll of Babylen.” At the time of
is' decease, whiéli*took. place Nov. 184
1802, he had written and methodically
arranged a curious work called ‘¢ ‘The
Millenial Age,”’ intendéd to be publish&d
h& {twelve numbers, quarto, ebelishpd
&ith superb engmvinga by artists of e
first edfiinénce,
+ The fiiture of Mr. V"dlcr s Bﬁc&nﬁﬂ
cireiits in fiade wWas net Giving to Sny
finit of Mmug. wanidy -less of ‘ sttehibbion
WWW Al WS- Wﬁl’y m
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T
at. et Cotirt known the

napie of the Churéhi.  In this socie?
a3 mtof free inquiry was encourd

and po ene’ appeared miote’ read 6

i)imga man error or embrace a trath
thapn' lﬁ:‘t deler himself. = He bbsy:rveg}
with, pecuhar pleasure the pmmxse of
taleqts 1 ;he géut’lger menxbers, :md
delighted in Bnng‘ing thém forward as
Bpgaiers The aspiring and ungover-
nable temapér of one or two individuals,
however, Lmdered the good *effects of
hnstlan fcﬂowshx Py d octcasioned
distractions in the Church which con-
tinued even after their oWn ' sécession
wnth ‘the small part ‘whiéh they hdd
contru ‘ed €oraise. g these Mr. Vidler
was mich harrassed and impeded ih
his usefulness for years, till at length
he and “the congregation were com-
pelled  for self-pfese\'vatmn to resolve
that there should be no éther Church
than the congregation, that the Lord's
supper. shoulc bebpen to all, and thit
tﬁe New _Testament, inter reted by
éyery oue for hitnself, should be thc
onl rile of Chiristian comnyunion.
i’or; soine time the conggegatlon
ﬂcmnshed in spite of 'the factions of
the ‘Church, and would in all proba-
blhty have q:onqnuied to Aourish 'more
nd mare, had nat the enla‘tge(‘nent of
%/f “Vné‘]ler s'mind and' the prdpoﬁ’xon-
atg dxmmuh n ‘of his créed afarmied
”H‘eal
ing sm‘x?e of* his best: “lC%d?

rajsed even in this Heretical soclety

é"ﬂrﬁ Ems%ef with. thia"

Eerine th; tenets which a are’y
découfited evfm gelical): "sdé

Art of the mefmiiérs, in-
and
the -
inst ‘their’ m‘inESter
Mts:ﬂ

g

P?}‘“’i nément, ?hé"retﬂ‘ré‘r 'd‘é’ b
t'lﬁé spécial agéh St the Moy
pﬂ'i but’ he had alredEy’ éori éié

[\

to, cu,sioﬁ:ers, ,however }casuql ‘ot £howe*\ pr

idcolisiderable’ then- chiades.”” - Ad R
proof of this it may’ Ationed thit on
ope occasion- Mr. M m’ice’, of ‘ﬂ\e Britivh

Miugehin,; pagsing -Mr.: Vidler’s ‘dsor- in-'4
coach, and ébserviug statipbery advertised,
dlied: to buy. a sheet.of -papet: teo: tie. axp
spind dld books ; wheni the reodimess and
eidont Ppleasure -with ; which . Ms; Vidler
serNed: and assisted :him, 50 ADpPassed Slis
gentlemsn that he b¢qm¢ » gpadi wmmm
Mgy pregemted the.

)] thmﬂ“&@wiﬁyﬂ WA B ‘3;
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Me,mocnif the Iate

R, 17 Vi,

hunselfof tﬁo gmch' rr : :-tb
et R o TR, %

I tn's o?vn Mégzﬁ"ih‘e tﬂ’ﬁiﬂi %

miind forward iti the: aﬁf of 1
He commédnced ™ :Harf' Wekk a
tﬁovérsg,z }n whégﬁﬂ h%“g fndjhtaiood §e§
el esus. $ \ {1 ’“

Y ar’em mh&*xﬂce?i%&dt :
unﬂ }task”ﬂc ord*his p
‘and tl’mt this was’a Sabject on wfh‘ich
it behoved lnm r&thel‘ to m wire tiag
to decfd*e - her’ this
nor any oth‘er ‘am ”6f ts‘ ﬁeep with
rashhess$: for hls “trak ‘ln ‘'was wever’ To-
sarrend“ef an-opiniot “whick’ ﬁe cdidd - pos-
sz’lvly ‘itoH vt “from’ ‘!’.ﬁe st &
Yeast of his becommg‘ﬁn rx}'v&?&li'ﬁ“
Be entértained 4 st dxﬁ&é ofthHé

gacéﬂ dogihatism drid - préstinpt

an’ mcrcamng Hlspﬁsm-dn ' a:?dur
of free inquiry and” Yeligicws” Jiberty,
He accounted hamat ‘¢feeds;’ hid own
a8 well as dthefs‘,? mhmg Erht't “Hérd
that e\'ery opmmﬁ E;h every Sy,

".
however anciént o7 pb ﬁr, {Or%ﬂ’ |
whatevér ‘awe it wé‘s ?8 d;" i,
be brought to the tﬁs’t“o u ’, X

that Sc’npture ‘chn be %t‘ef

Cyﬁtl‘ae unde‘rst,andmg of év
fhﬁah f! 3530 ﬂ’r'u}
His- v:eWs afd® hébi st ?ﬁ‘ hieke

spetts'aré MH déscribed atrd rﬂ{ﬂﬁat&

to the v‘vﬂ ttr'§ Bim‘&‘ gﬂg;"l?;%ﬁ?f
17—

who was bﬁt
tatides 'Loﬁdmi "wBb fé’w
With' him dide by Ste T

progress, ‘and whds? hat (i Yo
period, ‘dhder- é“!mgx’:t}ﬂ "'W"%

drdwn h\s réﬁ ds’ ¥gth
ankiody in iﬁb trié s "r’ii‘

Pravrk ness and’ﬁ: ha
testithony ‘vo thie yg\l;ﬂlg
friend: "Tﬂnﬁ‘
hﬁ;t it
58T ob: % 180 f?é?ﬁ 5
Butts }aeﬂ’ {t3e m
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m%o:r &t

rgteperds s‘swsﬁﬁéﬁ m}lr o,
‘: { ? ’g??»gl{p?x?tg‘é:it;?ae ;Lmtgcgq

s o, tmf}ay 1oming published in
ﬁWO 8 SCDLIUK:DL

.. - ?{ xf‘st.,hc Eelu:ved it the doemne
Trinity, he brought me gne step
hwafﬂés ﬁmmm’msm, € Were con-
ersing on the Trinity. . He asked me
T, my.  strongest atgumnts in, its fa-
your: we diseussed and he-overturned
sct:m'gh X at_Jast, as my only resort,
bmty\; foxward the ﬁ,u;chmsom,an

& e, hght and air. “ Brother,’
Lrgh??} mgst you and [ build
' safter this we had at the

an;, hil. ii. 6, 7, ¢ Who being

‘Iﬁed the “passage in various ways,

t'chteﬁ'y on the Arian and Unitarian

.on human philosophy ?”
Jorm gf' God, &c.’: several ex-

Systems : hc bcgan to sum uvp and
) 'E e evidence with observing,
‘that. Flc-mggh‘t say with the Prophet,
£ hade noyrishe qnd brou ke up cluldren
ane. eBe, ;“tﬁeg, ayre rf’belled against me,
and. - R 1'9' l fm rep nng tn the ar-
guments 1 the spirit o lme, thanking

,ﬁ@d)hat he hvﬂ; to:see the day that
89, RNy, speakem CO;ﬂd deliver theiy

tgqttm;‘xﬂsqughgeutnmen% an unkind
wog ¢ reflection on cach other.

agn .a anevs:ls idsomuchma

or‘sqcx nrage freedo
* tg)i ascahe aid’ at
_’ : evcry hbcm}
t\}iat. - of that. church
mep% 'rr-; o,mh:m their en-
»,;Qv ﬁ fere s, dicir
?5%@!&”! , LDl cﬂmmtws
ppgggg; aq é,emuzec ng xem.
emqwn
m tz ing;So¢
%w@g JP mﬁwep %,};ov,rf.
‘é" m&ﬂ ugh, Qs dearest
Juwg ‘f'n ;\F»dag;n;d
9& MH ﬁ ik om ajesty, of insufted
3!3?'?1&’ “fva

upan nm: .a

12 ?5‘?17%[ '
s affec nons

el enga«e

angd wg!kgcf qut, and em

;m'*w Py

it aid wiich.

o8

tﬁq q;' i'ijbf"l‘iiﬁ &h-
gluu;’hséo e‘é cgns@erbgf hi
gerous _ exe(cxges, \o
ﬁmxg now, scnous and tF J
_exatchd and tesg‘:xamme fus ’raif
and in every stage of thé rocess fo é
that he hadlos;some ﬂfﬂl: e'his
for the popular opitiions on which ie
had most sccurcly rested. ‘Though pot
terrified, he was completely . humb”j X
In his last ilinesshe assured thie writer
that no - language could describe. tlié
self-distrust whxch e felt when' he
perceived that his whaele refigious sys-
tern was unseriptural.  Ile seemed to
bimself to know nothing : preaching
wis an, insupportable burden,: he
would have u‘xee:fullv ‘embraced any
situation, however low or laborious
that _he could have procired, which
would both have furmshed bread for
his table and have allowed him.to fill
the place of a’ Christian learner.. Hts
post, however, was assigned bim ; he
was obliged to appear before the pub’l‘xc
as a teachcr, but as he cauld not'dis-
semble his opinions er feelings his
sermons_consisted of doubts and A0-
qujries; and his preaching, th@gﬁ
unsatisfactory to many of his hearess

nd. painful te himself, was at. ohde
2;l'xe intstrumoent and thc recerc{ of bc{;s
religions ‘improvement-  He bad he-
come an Unitarian ‘before he. had Tosi
his aversion fo Unitarians, whom ke
had aTways ‘bheen taug,ht aod agcu§-
zomed to xegard as  a. mere
phical séet, destitute of the nmi:hgg
piety . auld zca,l th;\t chatﬁc}?me ' 1::
l.xu,e iples of Christ - - knew
mm;, e,ed of tbat denomination, q;i

B “& ‘His 1 ;;1gumes forced hmn,mtg 5?

acq,uamtance wxsth thieir wntn
ﬁfnxsc. th¢m with great cmt
h a seceet, xcsolutmn ‘that w qh?vor
conviction tﬁe might pm(fuce upon
hls unds:r nding “they should” not
us characler, which he
tetqrfd ,impsqtf was of.a sqptnqr cast
‘to. that of these authors. . - As his fami-
Jiarity. with Lpitarian bogk,unprcasqd,
he was-sunprized;to find in them, con-
trary’to’ thquopulmx seproach and o
his ewniexpeckutiony a sharked dafe-
reficé to thesdathoriey of dldly Serips

~ture S wrth ‘W vysteo - of ibh(mbmtém
vt Wi was bailt updniaahee

d feriieat % novel of- the “gacred
?e‘ldm’é”’- 0 13&11 cf‘l %:

L %d‘*itéé}f fo
~§ "t‘;??h Al 186

’ﬂ“fﬁ%‘ 3
‘l.csa wa!v, his as%oﬂi%‘h '
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Whatthd authises-of hese deeried bosks,
Swhilstoghiey preserved themselves from
‘tyé théological jargén of 'the schools
4ifd the ‘@ radfhg folly of the times,
5€¢ 1 theé: ig est ‘value- upan ‘Christian
N¥isdom; - dand recommended their
cheénbe of truth-as the means of more
exalted piety and purer virtue. He
vad now ready to accuse his own pre-
yadiee which had so long blinded him
‘tp these treasures of Christian excel-
Aence. He saw that if somne Unitarians
had been philosophers, they had not
been worse but better Chrisuians on
that account. His mind underwent,
in- short, a2 complete conversion; he
-began: to breathe a different air, and to
‘live a new spiritual life; nor had he
any higher ambition than to - follo.v
-Lardner, Priestley and Lindsey, - i
their imitation of the one common
-miaster, Jesus -Christ.
“Fo a mere student in the closet,
.sach a’ change as this would bhave been
vof the highest importance : in his own
rease Mr. Vidler foresaw that it would
“Bé productive of fearful consequences.
is hefesy on one point of faith had
ralsed _against him a tumult which it
réqﬁlred all his strength of mind and
aﬂ his. faith to become able to disre-
1t ; what might he not expect when
€ should abandon all the tenets on
“‘whlcb the prejudices of the religious
~world are fastened arid on which their
.passions- feed and invigoraté: theni-
-selves1” His congregation which had
edcpe’rienced some vicisgitudes was noew
-#1t a‘high state of prosperity, and the
<growing number "and affection and
-ability’ of the members might justly
cmbolden him to rely upon an in-
«élﬁeasmg provision for the decline of
-Jife ; but his avowal of-'what Was
'&':alied ¢ Socinianism” would inevit-
“ably .divide and perhaps: disperse the
-society, and deprive him of all oppor-
tunity ‘of acting in the: eharacter'of a
Christian teacher. The unitersal dod-
tdie- was likewise spreading through-
out the kmgdom, and he ‘was 1ooked
ap-to as'the. head-of the risimg sect;
.but all his -influerce would ‘be i a
.yhiement- annihilated by: his abandon-
~tirént -of repyted nrthodoﬁsy, on the
reéelindp “which 'in'its more.essen-
‘edal prineiples thé’ Uhiversalists; notess
than’ qthers, &)‘aced tlie: s@lvatioy of
rﬂ&sﬁul' ' Sofhe 6f ‘his’ nrast 6M’t§i
tiendy, - tos,’ om: whose- NiBerality
m}jﬂ‘re'hed in- tHe f)resel'lt state of
ﬂiwwqﬂdly ciftimistances, Were peca-

law Contmual{fy fo

-man

Afonsolr B the Ture: Rk R, Foidloh,

ﬁéﬁ{hzéaloﬁﬁ TPhilifqatishso ahﬂq these
He stould @strangesfor ever by the: pro-
~fé§smﬁ df “tHe U nitrid e doetime,

without the possiBsidity, dl His tiavessf
hfe, &f paini gtfdﬁhér* fneﬁds '@o talie
thelr places | |

Sueh were  Mr. Vuﬁera pmspec@s
becommg an- Unitaefani: - adhe
been woildh-minded; or- earéléss of
religtort, or “hyj ocﬁtrbal, they would
have ¢hrecked him in- the course -df
inquairy and ' induced him to veil his
doubts and to hide his comvietions
under a mysterious phraseoha"y swhieh
has' in so many ' eases i(efpt up the
appearance of *“ orthodoxy’ w the
reality has long vanished. : <But his
make of mind and heart. wohldiﬁﬁow
him neither to deceive ror 10- be d4-
ceived. - He looked about -catefully
and patiently for -the" path of -duty,
and when he had found it, ne:con-
sideration could turn--hin aside s:-con-
verting his - resolation -inte prayer,
his language, familiar to the earp of
his religious friends, was, Take: not
the word of - truth ‘utterly out. qf‘ my
mouth ; for I have heped iw (hy judg-
ments: so - shall - . have wherew (h <to
answer him that reproacheth:- me,. for- I
trust in thy word :-so shull, I kéep :thy
or ever -and ever: And
I will walk at lz@eﬂy, fér I seé/c’ )My
Precepls. - P el
- Fhe first serﬁ‘wn in whxchs hi:
Vidler' explieitly: reriounged itk -dog-
trine of - é Trinity* ‘proveé thay his
pprehensiohs of the ‘tonssguensos
were too well- fom)é}ed Gireat alarm
was- mstamly cxcltcd’ and- mﬁ‘hjﬂoﬁ s

ollest and inost opulent friemnds; dig-

salvied- theit connection > wigh: the ablr-
gregation. - - Their sedession weukened
the bowd of: Whion, ard- thd: L tHelisions
‘which ' prevailed:! artioyigst 'the 1 noekb-
‘bers: whe_ remained in cammb:dondat
:Parliament Cotiry deaderved ‘the Zéal
of 1he society - and: it appenéd fadt

-sinkmg 130) éca?ﬂ Thbsalamy’wwl
‘M¢.  Vidkt: reeelved - during - the ! kgt
yeat 'tHat he preached : the’ rinitirian

doctrine Wwas not Tess than: £950 . dds

#nnuat: stipend . dwindled. sobw raftér

Vis ¢hangé of lopmions: to: 5£30;: antd
at” thig Tow: ’f)oqht”il: -gonrinved 1 fqr
yenis. Thig atteyadon 4 obis
cmc\m]s'(éhccs d‘epﬂxfeﬁ higip of: ?ma«}'
comfhres and of tlie -meany of asefir
ness, cmdm*eéessénl sthrem hirm: mwm_
statefar itksothe de mﬂmed upeags his

rvate Z‘ﬁmﬂs) bt wfdxdmdcl tich
ity thhvdt afier By hnadl’ lo:sszmh
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hisisphite of indepandenees! ke o
Hnped 1Qingrire nng £9:; smdy A, k0
samipumicate-the, YEsulk pf his invesiy-
wasion saf his vnmpéefn aften, mntlecd
gdipbifuliaf the, sesulb.  hat talways
relying upon Divine ﬁroudeﬂe,e, and
.desermined .~ never (10 relinquish . his
Jpbét. while h@ gould- ﬁn the- njeans
saf sulisistenge, and a s[gﬁx;;ent numbﬂr
«f hearess couyld, be. . preserved. to de-
fray.the expences of the chapel.

-His tatal. change of - creed. rendered
hks ,past- pulpit studies in_ great wmea-
S@(ﬁ, uselesss -he had almost every

a,mlearﬂ as well as to learn;
éd @hraseralogy adopted -from, thc
Gﬂlv;p{sts clashed . with his newly
formed; faith: and with the Scriptures:
s 3{1\11;1110 -duties. were on these..ac-

COnH g are- laborions;  but - his prepa- .

ratrong..forf them at home were pro-
stionably diligent, . and thus happily
Eés;mmd Was. reheved from the barden
of - fthpught;,, mqre anxious and less
11;1 n&vu}% e
2o i 2 k}ng tune, l\Ir thler felt
elf a stranger 1n the new. con-
-n’egpqﬁ into, which. . he had entered.
At ,;hew\pened ‘when. he .made . the
avawal «of s - Umta,namsm which
Wa&-abpci;t the. year 1802, there werse
femw soeletins loflpe,rscms prqfewmw that
Aactrine es{,gbhgbed for . Ms. promo-
{ion, and none which could call. nto
aefion -, the serviees of - a . popular
-pseacher nasd; compensate, by their
sdppaxs far. e, loss, of other eon-
Bection . 10 some Uﬂﬂanans il 1vas
eveh: maiter of .daabt whether their
system, epald. yer e Jaid before. the
people smith any. <hance .of success.
Aay eKtempore, iprepshes- was. scarcc,{y
Jenowin n . dhe desomundtion angd was
“pot. ikely srobe genesally. welcomed.
‘Ehe: Prasbyterjan; stiffness. bound jup
-theohody: and | gendeked it @averse..1o
alk zdalaus - exertian,, » Mr, Vidler
shad gbmdon«e exch,aag,ed systems TA-
therthan:partigs : berfound, that, she
Tty wvas shdl-to; arise with thhae
ol en-nperato, ~Senie Tespecta
and dg&x{l}ng indipituals .arwongst -the
~LRptarmns, - is- teye, ‘gave b coun-
Hepaprgand: suppert,but be- yaceiverl
Ppatrbnage. gathey ﬂ]?}‘lf\&“pWSth, awd
Ale fgelmg. »mu hisown mind which
‘:ttmtr’hn &Fmssﬂd a-1nsle, r!wfme
& died- was- was §9)# raled
Amnhget.] his..hew. «friends, 1. byt . ngt
:etipgied-secirdiygito, his AIEpsure, of
mhlup talgnts: mud; s .oip;

nets. . hhe fealing san, sbini;cage

the

JHAE

aod. ¢
_serinon far -her in;his own pulp

‘.Fu u;i,mqmg)(i WA, AN, GYCBL. ;no,slg@
f g

ass

BIPEET AS1IDE LUPAL -SHEMy « HAMe AP
LAY IR %bfﬂalwea ¥
ambigioy, .but solely; frotums ardent
)\JS}),L& sexve;the caasse, . Arath,
hts anigicty . to.. dmm& 101 it 1lyase
poweryg nh;ch he had throug bpﬂbfkc
whole of an. active . life. employed{ggx
promotion. of error. - .o ioilcxa
About the .time of. his. beqog}jng gn
-Umzanan, his ehunrch, applied, ;. &¢
admission nto the Assembf of tbe
General .Baptists. The applwawgn
was strenuouslv resustf:d bv the 1pere
« orthodox™ part of that denoming-
tion, on the ground of the church
professing the universal doctrive.. . The
case was referred to all; . the (»hugches
In connection, and the.. majority- of
votes was in. favour of the. adu‘ﬂsswg.
On this decision, the. wrinority with-
drew from the assembly and forniedsa
distinect association.. Mr., Vidler. angs
then and probably connnued to; the
close of his life a deCLdui dem,&,
though he evidently saw. 1n. the.
that there were more difficulies than
he had once been willing ta, .agknay-

.kdﬂe,,atte,ndmg the Wbbuﬁﬂi of the

perpetuty. of baptmm . g
. Desirous of inakipg ev erg eﬂb;,t( fer
thﬁ pmm(mon of his opiniops...w
had. cost. hiun se .apuch, a{a,d, W
valuable to. him, in. propoptmn tq?tbejr
cost,. he instituted.'in the spr«mggﬁ the
year 1804, 3 'Thursday l;.\cnkngnl,e
tuge, at the chapel w Leather, Lw,
Holborn,, assisted by the. _subscriptiops
of a feyw friends. who, had. - formed
thc:meh €s m,tn an. < Um,;a rian 15y -
Bﬁllcal ‘3()‘;“:(\ Butthe qneuﬁ,p&mgb

ROt 5 cu:ml) successful 1o, Jum{}e,ya
rgnewal.. k SuL
In. the year .} 836 7\11' Vidlaes

parcntal feelmgs were s(,\ox‘e&g\' :dd
by the luss of his secoud dqua,u@,e,n,,m
the cxgh;eemh year of her age, vwhio
Was,, Juxtly endealed to her paresmds
and,family by her virtues, and. whase
cu,dn,wmcnt-s gave o Projyigt of
much . respectability. . aud | usefulnps.
}Im {ather. dnspla)ed Q- Ll}ls, ‘as; QN
Qti}u' simjlar occasions, - the ;stfpng;h
of his miigd and that eatire  camnygud

f his, feelings which was a. peewligr

feature of his character, by officiating

at:her  intepment i, Buulu{l ,qujglp
ﬂ‘arw»ﬂlsf preaching a . fpmxol
ltf v )’

‘The eswblishmeat.af the U m:zm.zw

eﬂ‘ng 9 . syf ‘1‘ '3 ‘thr"hf” ?
assisted 1p the Jnstitution of
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%r&ﬂ i6h: of ‘thie- socio?ty He's
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cRESY tﬁeﬁmtal‘x‘&ns, and he’ aTways
fiﬁdmtfy igted thit Divine Pio,
née wonld fmile upon it “and bIESs
a‘and n¥ake at a blesstiig. -
witting business’ 1t 1804, My,
V\d!erq\ad f&lt‘tﬁf sto-the rurdl vﬂlage
of" West: Hama, ' where e QCc;upted
aftthents' inthe- Woase of 'a’ widbwed
iter; whosé: affection and - k’indn‘éss
caﬂtnﬁhteﬁ bssennaﬂvto This éomi‘ort.
bri‘ane of thie' roomis of “this hdusg he
‘@rred onfor seveml wxfrtex‘b ati éven-
fiig Tectare- whic’h was “well ‘é‘ttehﬂed
H’e ‘redtded -ak’ Wﬁsl’ Ham untlf ‘hls
t Hlessl
Hy@he: hatfer end of the year 1808
' "V@Her cxPerienced a new ' and
Erc“‘lierelaveme?‘t in thsf death of his
wife, ~ini the 5fth - year ‘of her to
whbi e ’Bad beex{ ma‘frl,ed t‘:%ef;ty-
tY&fﬁ “This was the 'onily dédth

t’do ﬁ‘\’dcﬁ “{d allow himi to'ptrf6rm the
néral rités. - On thisocs

;\cned the services of Mr’
J‘éﬁi‘n?vn‘ﬁ‘s
seized with her mortal illness, ’i’\é w 1§
BT ih 'C.mﬂ)ndge‘%hﬂ’e bu A inis-
*fh’g‘ ddmintbned
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Un"’tanﬁﬁ Jmﬂieb in ‘the nf% KBOUr-
Hidolt conneeted” with ' othi
s é:omribm’dd 16 'the’ 'ev e‘mng
1datiives, and" ‘{naﬁv stmhqé*ré \wete
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alivé to ‘the temﬁzoral interests o%
neccf_ of the mare p_r;gate as
sofme indiv lduaTs amoﬁgigthz
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ny t’hmg fo re;g:qt Q&Lth reg;;rdta
mihiister, but'allowed” Bnn]u;,st‘gpg%
in’addition Tf bis 53 aty W
rfiembei's of his family, who
re: stcd}nés “onl

‘lef's réat and 4o
dot; ﬁ 'ﬂ?{ ei bo‘x}i,(sir wg%

éé(hae“%- Ahish
f'ef ctﬁ xﬁg uh r

cﬁ‘ § h ‘1§ ~ ?ef*‘
N( u.u %%W“y% P LD

and mparb Balib oPbédyi Ak R Wedlly?

toghe gonstruined :to pdaph it Of 2
ha;bthd uwsval sgvhptonis.ofiicotish téli-?;
- of pwHi¢h o dtowesbt, hm1mom

fipobatce, fin ma&
i OB ABE: FoconD’
W" whq, bpid;

- thay lc b uy «as!ec.mmsw Ahy-
| ai?g“ %ﬁﬁ%ﬂ% W ?% ;
gh ﬁﬁd off %gé e, el‘w land .

the pipe; and substituted the suufi-box.



Mol okt fote Jien 1K, Fikoe

ip )ws rdetx1 i}:&n{;_p% tg;é;g }}35 gg
Jo¥lE prévented ‘or \{\.gq mn

E% a’Péa 1 ‘;)l‘ll:t. .ZQ!‘».-t‘.P
ggqgmiﬁ% LTI aE o g 4 F

Y I fh By
o & tHeit'y é&f &9
' frbfh fns m?n él'fal 1, . 3
sUfferith oF“l‘) s' early” Infé (I made
Rim" ver p[ireh’en,sxt"e of am and
hig- Prayer i shbmxs.e,mh to the- mnc
will; - was -that hé might be taken
aﬁza by sudden déath. Suc’b how-
ever,’ Wgs not the desrgn of an a’ll-wmc
byt mysterious, Providente. * Bvlonﬂ\s
efWanxéy and: wéarl,smi‘re mghts .were
)poﬁntc‘d to.him.  The, history of his
d?scaie ;‘W‘Oui‘d be a detaﬁ‘ of pajins amf
ﬁ§4 driles' afflictive to the readpr He
$“§0m°et1mes for several successive
déiys Witheuat’ sleep
_-’, plainit prevérnited his even re-
chh o *cm his bed.” There - were occa-
yally favourable changes, in whlch
gle “Intervals ‘of cemparame ease,
tPEﬁ’r“t_?w& otéasions. of ‘this. sort he
ma'd‘e’ & predt~ effort . and appeared
a&fmtxa'st hté"’cahgfé tion at Parliament
60&1& 'btat] his exertion ‘at both’ thgse
titngy dcmsxoned 4 relapse and cont
Qpﬁe& ﬁﬁrx; thﬁt ins pubhc fife was

anend.
,\c\'zest H‘am he ex.penenccd all
tmil thit the k;ndness of an
aﬁ'gé?;dnhte sister (:on:ﬂd‘ devise and
er 'y “bdt"a’ chgngi: of scene being

‘ ys:cxan,
gy eaﬂ T the

month of
Julﬁ, " 1816, t)e house of Mr
81;

' ’Smith “hits’ soh»m‘law, in
S’&w mifha Sgna're,
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s afferings to, thé e ¢m g
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‘proach apd was rising by,

t’ dtié’ ‘event, frop‘ix wbxcb-.
e now"

18 ﬂﬂd }HR :f
lﬁ% ﬂ”lﬁm@ '

p«-" was 06

aw@l&ﬂtﬁ&n V¥; i) ﬂ.’w%@ ‘
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during as, seein WKHS 1%
l*u,:_r vgﬁmd all; xg dg?
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limg,..at  seasons; n g# ;

by paroxysmsof swsmb‘grm
of e a;qtl(m

emtcrv y }fl
sexene gvawﬁ}l mv%g
~aud, pleasant. wi

composed and
attendants, aﬂh
his pumerous v;sm:;s, _exhibiting ra
tiongl piety and. Chgistian hope, .ant
Fridey the 23rd. of August, .w o
without any perceptible fazlurcf,nff g
intelleginal powers, he.gendy. breathed
his lass andjelj asleep i Jesus,. ..
So _died .1n the 59th. yean .of} B}S
age, Witliam. Vldlen, one of the, ablest
and boldest champians in the p\l}p&
of the Universal and. Unnanan doer,
trme, who might have been reckoned
upon accordm" to the course. of natuge
as the advocaxe of truth for.years- g
come, with the growing authority.e
age, but who was so far favoured ,
Providence, as he expressed. h;mx
on the approach of death, th&t be digr
not outlive his usgﬂulnesq e, .had
borne ‘patiently " oppositiqn. and ~TEe.
the,strgngttk
of his mmd and . character Qﬁf%
couragements, when,, rf? > ﬁ'ﬂ:
anid pu ;ﬁcatxpn IWETE - comp!e&g:,
pfeased 18 hea\an]y ,Fax er. p.b.ag,,g)
shou]d rest . from, hns lrd o\,ws,, 2
await in Beaqa -the sammops..to .qu{

fyaxes
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N re-
‘ only diffused cheerfulness
wghm&a whole eircle. He was
. of children, and on entering a
Fpom . where the{: .were immediately
attractedithem to his knee. His heart
was soon affeeted by 'any tale of djs-
‘&ess;- and i an early permd of his
résiderce in London he was much
waposed on by persons affecting an
-equal degree of distress and of religion ;
in such cases he somgetimes gave away
all the money that he possessed: * yet
i he suspected fraud no one expressed
quicker or stronger indignation. His
bodily make, tall and upright; his
step, regular and firm; and his coun-
tenance, open and npvarying, indicated
great courage. Mr. Teulon, whose
eoinmunications we have before re-
ferred o0, says of him that ‘“ he was a
saw - to whomr fear seemed unknown.”
“Treshort, his' was the old English cha-
y3eter, mellowed and reﬁned by the
gospel.
- As a preacher he excélled chmﬂ in
swength of reasouing; sunplicity and
cpefspscmty of style and an open, manly .
eloeution.” His voice was clear and
strong, his look - penetrating; his at-
titude erect and self-possessed and his
erson - dignified. He would some-
%mes indulge in the pulptt. an u'onml

= A man of’ noton(ms bad character,
-whose name was Jewel, and who sometimes
attended Parliament Court Chapel, being
ilt seat for Mr. Vidler, who was so affected
with the sight of the distress of him and
Bis family, that not having as he thought
money enoagh to relieve them, he went for
thé first time in his life to a pawnbroker’s
shop, and raised upon his watch as much
as be wanted for the syupply of their ne-
cessities. The returm which- Jewel made
for Mr. Vidler’s extravagant charity was
waylaying him, with intent to rob him, one
dark night, as be was going across the
fields to Bethnal Green : the ungrateful
wreteh was hmdered in his purpose, as
he afterwards . confessed, by Mr. Vidler’s
nmblmg as he crossed a pl&nk over a
d striking the board with the bruss
eq@ 3{ is umbrella to save hunself which
mistook for the knocking of a piFtol-
héad aghiost a style, and supposing himself
oft ran away. His crimnh broaght
 creatare to an untissely- otd
many yecars ngo.

mwmm Ryv.- B, V% 3

aswéi\abhis‘f ' ) A
in a great measure iy #Se lamgea.;e Jg‘
Scnptm'e, and this often gava shem 28
interesting agpearatrce of solemriity.

Of the merits of his p servxces we
must judge by« theu’ cts 3 and 1n
this point of view . a htgh rank muast

be allotted to him amon la.t
dwvines, for there havewbqggp‘;w

»preacherb 'who have beenr able g0

make upon the minds.ofan aué;tmﬁ
so deep an impression, not.of feeling
merely but of knowledge-and txuthy. -
Mr. Vidler wrote and published ht-
tle : .besides editions of Paul Siegrolk’s
Everlasting Gospel, Winchester's.;
logues, with Notes, and the Twgl. q-f
the Witnesses 5. a Preface to. Reualatz
Defended, in” Answer to Paine’s A
of Reason ; and the Universalists’. Mas
cellany, in its various forms, ‘the dol-

lowing ubhcatxons are all }hﬁgm
be:trace(f to him: viz.

"The D,asngns of . the Death af
Chnst a Scrmon, dehyeregig Oc-
(g;;lmr, «1794, Parliaragnt: Gonrt

apels Artille ry Lane, Bashx gsgalp
eet. . SVD,. - 1795.

and aﬂ rhe M‘%Odwt Pf ”m
hngland (Sold; at 44,

3 A %1 “ ;'
esum :gmn eig;; t bég ;
!}W&l‘ﬁd‘ Lstoration

Memogyy

Prcaeber oi the )
whqldted at ﬂa;::dor%, T At '_ﬂ »‘,
Apn 18, 1797, 16.ye

the Substange ot’aagl)nsqog b .dqlw Lﬁ
at Parliamment Couss, L{bapel

1797. . 8yn, (Sold-af 1s)

4. A Sketch of the Life of angn
Winchester, Preagher of the Univer-
sal Resnorauan, with a Review of his
Wrritings. 8vo. pp. 128. 1797
. 5. God’s l.ove  to his, {reatures
Asseru:d and Vindicated ; being a
Reply to the * bimet.ures Vpon  an
Address 10 Candnd and Serious l\lem
gvo. 1799.

6. Letters to Mr. Fﬂller the
Universal Restoration, .with a Sme»
ment of Facts atgndiig: that Conwe-
veray, and somaé Strictures on

wfsw m w~ 180, kﬂﬂ"“‘

W
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Me t§%eé a eontihagtion.
; Yot aspeecitnen of a Brief
- FNEsy ~of -thie” Pissenters  from  that
Wi 3 pou Wish to imsert & in the
Mepository; T witk sénd you the rest.
viets oo T R, € HOLLAND.

- Pue beginning of the reign of Anne
was distmgunished by the punishment,
eacted By an mct passed in the last
TEtin  agdinst those who denied the
Ppersonal Deity of any of the persons of
the THnity, being inflicted in Ireland
o a ‘Dissenting minister of the name
of THomas Emlvn. He had been in
Englasd: about the time of the Revo-
Ydtion, and the controversy between
Sherlock 'aad South relatig to' the
nature of the Trinity had drawn his
atgenition  to that subject.  He had
=#amiried it in connexion with Mr.
Mignniitg, a Dissenting minister in
Sulfo¥k, wha bécame 'in_conseguence
ofth® ex#fmination a béliever in ‘the
stmple bumanity of © Christ.  Mr.
B %n’;‘a&ér’a considerable tihe and
long dxaiinatisn, émbraced the Arian
tiéed, that Chtlst is not God, bat that
Fe i xepdited spirit, émployed by Geod
in the creation of the world 4nd inithe
sitvatign of. men. I 1692 he settled
3t Diblin, as co-pdstor with Mr. Boyse.
1u this connexibn ‘K¢ contimued for
¢fevén veudrs: ' In Fis acdount of his
oWy Hife hig says,** Fown '1 had been
urtfetded in iy riotiohs froim the ttave
I'tiad téad Pr. Sherlock’s'book’ on the
Tﬁﬁfg, whieh ‘sufficiently’ discovered

W faf many wére gone back ‘towards
Polytheism. T longtried what'l could
do with some SaBeflian terms; making
ot ‘& Trinity  of somevwhats in bue
siigle'mind. 1 found'that by the tri-
therdtic svheme of Y. Shertock | ‘pre-
served“a ‘Frinity, but lost the Unity of
God."*~ By the SaBéHian scheme of
frodésand substances and properties 1
béﬂtkﬁ?“gp the ivine Umty, ut then
1 "tvad “63’t’h"fﬁﬁhy',“ so- that T counld
ngyer keep both. in view at-once.”
He gésult 6f this Was, that hedeparted
Y6 .”‘éfjgﬁm'oitw ‘of thinkmg in
e A to thie THNTY; Aod odly wanted
2B .‘dgﬁa‘s%w Yo+ dPEtere Fis et

g

MENTE “as Ui ¢ diddy He' Phoutt Wi sgh
Bound to do. This occasion soon pre-
sented itself. SOfFEBT the eongregation

YOL. xX1IX. 2D

Bricf Hiftory'of e Dissontors:fromselie Revolution.

K01

suspecking him' of-hetérodoxyp,-desired
his co-pastdt to ipquite -inta K& stRl-
ments. - Upon thia'Mr. Emlyh owiie

himsell douvineed ithat the "Gad: dud
Father of Jesus Churist -is--alone the
Supreme Being, and supenor -in ex-
cetlenty and authority to his-Son, who
derives all from him. He declared that
he had no design to cause strife, and
offered to leave the congregation peace-
ably, that they might choose another,
if they pl'caseti, in his' place.  But the
Dissenters in Ireland have a presbyte-
rian form of church governinent among
them, and MraBoyse thought it proper
to bring the question before the preés-
bytery, in which Dublin 15 incluaded.
This immediately prohibited Mr. Em-
lyn from preachimng.’ In the following
yvear, the 3d of QQueen Anne's reign,
finding a great' odium raised against
both himself and his opinions, he
wrote ““ A Humble Inquiry into the
Scripture Account of Jesus Christ,”
intending to go to England as seon .as
it was printed. Some of his ememtes
having notice of his design,. procured n
warrant against him before his: baak
was published. He was prosecuted in
the Court of King's Bench, and-re-
fusing to retract, sentence was passed
ott him, that he should suffer a year's
imprisonment, pay £1000 fine, [ie in
prison till 'itwas-[;?’z&, and find security
for his good behavionr duiing life.
A fter two years’ imptisonmerit, his fime
was mitigated to £70, which, with
£20 claimed by the Primatg of Ire-
‘fand, as the Queen’; almoner, he paid.
Upon hig liberation_he left his intolé-
rant - country, and came to- London,
where he gathered a small congregation
on Arian principles. - Applicajion was

- made to Dr. Tennison, Archbistiop aof

Canterbury, to put a stap to this, but
the  Archbishop nobly: refused to be
concerrnted 1n any persecuting measuares.
Myr: Enilvn was intimate with Whiston
atd Charke,” and -probably véry wuch
contribted to “forat’’thewm “ to Airian
opiniong. -~ 0 T e T
In the ‘begirnining M’the réign- of
Queen Aunne, Mrt, St, John, afterwardds
fumious under. the name. of “Lord* ‘Bn-
lingbroke, who was an ynbelieger &
‘Christinnity,  and was, duting the fa

*

patt.of this reign, the princ il 1

"gif’,%

of.a, conspiracy to. place the Pre
onthecthsone.on the:death- of Xe
Amnegwinstead. of the present ‘Hoval

Family, proppsed. s ahill .fos gt -

" by

vention of occasional conforaty,



whiglyit was enacted, ‘“that any person
who held any ofhce, who should attend
any meeting of Dissenters, should be
disabled from his employment, and pay
a fine of £100, and £5 for every day
that he continued to act in his office,
after having been at a meeung. He
was also rendered 1ncapable of holding
any other employment, till after oue
whole year’s conformity, and upon a
relapse the penalties were doubled.”
"T'his act, after violent disputes, and
after having been rejected several tines,
was at last passed in the 10th vear of
the Queen’s reign; but after the ac-
cession of George I. i1t being well
known that the bill had been supported
by that party who wished to deprive
him of the throne, in order that the is-
senters, who were the firmest friends
to his succession, might not be able to
defend his claims, it was speedily re-
ealed. 3 -

In the 8th year of the Qucen’s reign,
Dr. Sacheverel preached and published
two sermons, which were considered as
reflecting on the Revolution ; and the
Whig ministry under the influence of
theé Duke of Marlborough and I.ord
Godolphin, very imprudently and con-
trary to the principles of toleration and
freedom which they professed, procured
his impeachment. He was suspended
for three years and his sermons burnt.
The people however were violent in
bis favour, and the employment of a
military force was necessary to guard
the houses of those who had voted
against him. Dunng his suspension
he made a kind of trinmphal progress
thraugh the middle of the kingdom,
and excited the people in various places
to riot against the Dissenters.. Many
chapels and houses of the principal
Dissenters were burnt by the mobs
whom he raised. At Wolverhampton,
however, the rioters were repulsed, and
the chapel was preserved principall
through the exertions of Mr. Elwall,
who wil come under our notice again
in the account of the following reign.
'This is not the only event which has
proved that even the high Churchmen
of this country have no objection to
exciting riots and using the wutmost
violence of the mob against their ad-
versaries, and that they blame popular
tumults only when directed against
themselves ; while the Dissenters and
all true friends of civil and,. religious
liberty. feel sentiments of abhgrrence
too strong.to be expressed in language
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for all riojoys effusions of popular vio-
lenee against whomsoever that violence
may be directed. Duaring the whole
of this rejzn the vialentdispuies in the
convocation concerning -the right of
the Archbishop to prorogue the Lower
House, continued. The Bisheps who
had been created during the preceding
recign, were mostly men of tolerant
and liberal principles, but the Lower
House were very bigoted, and were
mostly under the influence of Atter-
buary, who towards the conclusion of
this reign was made Bishop of Ro-
chester, and who was one of. the prin-
cipal leaders of that party who wished
to have restored the Pretender and to
have excluded the present Royal Fa-
mily from the throne. In consequence
of his attempts for this purpose, he was
at the beginning of the following reign
obliged to leave the kingdom.

In the gth year of Aune's reign,
Mr. Whiston was deprived of his pro-
fessorship of mathematics, and expelled
from the University of Cambridge, in
consequence of his having declared and -
published Arian opinions. He had
been desired to suppress them, though
he believed them to be trme, that the
common opinion mightgo undisturbed ;
but such motives were of no weight
with him, compared with the desire
for the discovery and propagation of
truth. In the following reign, George
I. with whom he was a great favourite,
desiring him to conceal his opinions
on account of the odium under which
they lay, and the disadvantage they
were of to his worldly interests, he re-
plied, ¢ If Martin Luther had acted so,
where would your Majesty have been
now !” And upon another occasion,
Lord Chief Justice King urging him
to conform by saying that he might do
more good in the Church, he asked,
““ Pray, my Lord, in the courts in which
you presic{e would such excuses be ad-
mitted 2”  And the Chief Justice con-
fessing that they would not, he sajd,
¢“ Well then, my Lard, suppasing God
Almighty to be as just in the next
world as my Lord Chief Justice is in
this, where are we then?” A question
which every conformist to the Church
who does not sincercly believe the
whole of her Common Prayer-Book
creeds and articles to be agreeable . to
Scripture, Quﬁht to put to his own
heart. The Lower House of convoca-
tion wished to have punished Whiston
for the books in Whicﬁ he had published
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his Arfan sentiments, but 'the Bishops,
and particularly ArehbBishopTenuison,
noblv refused 1o concur 1 any perse-
c¢uting nucasures, though they agreed
with “the Lower Ilouse i censuring
his woiks. - . -

In the year 1712, Dr. Clarke, rector
of St. James’s, Westminster, and one
o the Queen’s chaplains, puablizhed a
work in defénee of Arianisin, entitled,
“ The Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity
Considered.  In T'hree Paris. The
First consisting of a Collection and
IZxplanation of all the T'exts 1n the
New Testament relating to that Doc-
trine : the Second, his own Belief on
the Subject, set forth at large: and the
Third, the Principal Passages i the
Liturgy of the Chuarch of kngland
relating to this Subject Considered.”
This book excited a vielent clamour,
particularly in the convocation, which
censured 1t as containing assertions
countrary to the Catholic faith, as re-
ceived and declared by the Church of
England concerning three persons of
one substance, power and eternity in
the unity of the Godhead, and passages
tending to perplex the minds of men
in the solemn acts of worship as di-
rected by our established Liturgy.
Disputes on other questions however
prevented thle convocation from pro-
ceeding any farther thar to censure
the book, and Dr. Clarke continued 1n
the Church. He wasa great favourite
with George 11. and his Queen Ca-
roline. During the latter part of his
life he drew up in manuscript a re-
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formed copy of ‘the Boeok of Common
Prayer, striking out the Athanasian
Creed and many other objectionable
passazes.  T'his.was shown to Queen
Caroline and highly approved of by
her. After the author’s death it was
published, and with soine alterations
it has Leen used 1n a few Dissenting
congregations, particularly for some
time 1 the congregation in Essex
Strect, formed on the open declara-
tion of Unnanan senuments by Mr.
Ii:idsey.  The plan however of in-
troducing either this or any other
Liturgy into Dissenting congregations
has generally failed; and it appears
ideed to be in some degree contrary
to the main principie of dissent, that a
minister ought to be left perfectly free
and uvnbiassed in the farmation and
declaration of his sentiments. If he
be required to use a Liturgy, he cannot
form his opinions without some bias
towards the opinions declared in that
form : or if his religious inquiries lead
him to sentiments different from those
on which the Prayer Book which he
uses 1s founded, he must find great
dithculty in declaring them. For these
reasons the prescription of a form of
prayer either in or out of an Established
Church, appears to have naturally a
tendency to restrain the exercise of
private judgment and free inquiry,
and consequenily to be in some degree
a bar to the discovery aud propagation
of truth. ) -
[To te continued.]
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Letter from Rev. T. F. Palmer to
Mr. Rutt.

51r, Clapton, March 16, 1817.
VER since I read the account of
_4 Mr.T. F. Paliner, by his friend
Myr. Christie, of Philadelphia, in your
VIth Volume, I have designed to
offer you some further particulars,
from the conversation and correspon-
dence of that interesting, and .much
injuted .man. [ now fulfil a small
part of my'intention by sending you
the copy of a letter, which was
probably the last he wrote on board
the Hulk, at Woohlwich. It will
serve to shew the ardour of his grate-

ful mind which disposed him very much
to over-rate a few services which, 1]
had the pleasure to render him, and
which 1 cannot recollect without
acknowledging the zealous co-opera-
tion of my departed: friends, Mr.
Lindsey and Mr. Joyce, Dr. Hamil-
ton and Dr. Disney, not to mention
some who yet survive to serve their
generation. : : ;

- When 1 first visited Mr. Palmer and
Mr. Muir, in the autumn of 1793, on
board the Prison-Hulks, where they"
were separately detained, it was in com-

any with a friend, who had known

Ar. Palmer 1n Scotland, and with the



Lot - AR ircular e Behdl of an mle Capgived <o -

lsiamedn wsn mnmm‘d at,thet
ose © letter, gnd whq. were
cndealg%}q. hm} by r kind atten-
tions., he;E former. hose gentle- *
men, Fqllx Vgughan ‘died in
very early “life, -with the reputation
of accomphs ments which promnsed
eminence- in his profession. -
xdly 1(c,;lecéhnm,, ‘health had, allawed
appoftunities for exertion;
but these were emploved in the de-
fence of his fellow-citizens who had
become the objects -of ministenal per-
secuuon in those #rowublous times.

‘The name of -the Sheriff’'s Ofhcer,
mentioned by Mr. Palmer, was Grant
He was convicted of forgery,
Secotland, where his sentence had
been mmgated {0 transportation, and
Mr. Palmer was obliged to have his
company, for some tnmc, on board the
Hulk. I have no means of ascer-
taining the fact, but ‘I am inclined .to

suspect that my friend had been mis-
informed as to the circamstance of nation of Nonconformist ;

Mr. Muir and 'his companions having
‘been hand-cuffed. They had been
sconfined in NNewgate, for some time
Jbefore thre departure of the Swurprise,
and froin. thenve were eonveyed on

Jboard the vessel
‘ J.T. RUTT.

. February: JO 1 ,()4-
MY &DMR Siv,
FRIEND 4 should:shy, for never
did I receive more kind and deetsive
marks of frtendshtp than from'  you.
~Thamks are ceold..: L do mnot give

them. rarit 4 ma only live
“to sﬁew the mpmsﬁmu rade opon
'.\rtle. .

- Buir, . Bkirving -and: NKar rokt; and

 Sheriff’s Ofheer, hand-('trffed wo and
'two, were put on baard the Surprise
-last night. [ go'ta morroiv.
Farewell, dear Sir, yéur bonevo-
~lencey; 1 swear to :you, shall be' a
Jessom to me.. The febowfeclmg you
-have:shewn to me I wall imitate, -and
-amy. fetlow,sufferers shall be equal par-
takers:with myself. - - - -
.. 'H<er may . be starved, and,\ydu muy
-fall byrshe clvtl sword,’ but.should.we
meet, at will be w ith a pheasure: we
'cantscarcely comcerve: ;- In his thepe
;¥ live. Hf idisappointed; . the: hdppi-
i avess 1) wvish: w,'baamnmkemf myself,
3 jnave the satmsfaction toitebst: will
e the lot .off millhions,. 1 nwah the
sblmzngm of equakdawa, )eqnalaighw.

P I c‘\

i

Hisra= -

L thank,pous dnuch, for youp ook
LTS, £
affices. 1o Massipr V; %Banr amdabg -
W"‘ RN LIPS 1> »1‘3 shanis -oabs

Tell the.]ass L blush, te leave, My
country; withot; amswemrg s Jasy
mnost ind. letter...:iFhe coufusum .
amn in must apologlce

~-~---~~--+am~f)ea} T, -
onr Q—‘~h‘l£
T PR, PALMIQIE

ﬂfr Rutl | Thamas Strect.

A Circular on Behalf of an Algerine’
Captiwve. -
Sandwich, Aprll 27th, 1680.
Br. HAMmaAN,

FTILR all Christian *salutation
'to you presented, these are to
aquamt you that the bearer hearof,
Vincent Burton, is a nclghb()urc of
ours, and an inhabitant of the same
towne with us: who is 2 man of an
houest reputation, holding comunyon
with such as eame under the dengmi-
whose
dafter’s husband, being fallen into the
hands of those merciless.- men, the
Turks, whose cruelty is- great to all
those that profess to own Christ : he
was taken {) them in July fast, and
bis redemption out of that slavr‘y will
‘cost one hundred pounds, whose
cap[:aesmv is not sufficient to acoom-
plish such a sam without the help
‘of ~well-disposed people, whe " have
bowels of° compassion -yerning- and
drawing them forth to rommiserate
the condition of such poor distressed
souls, who are fitt objects of patry
to bestow' their charity upen ; hee
therfore doth earnestly intreat you -to
to present the dcplomblc condition‘of
his son to the congregation ‘(over
which God hath muade vou an ovek-
seer), and for as much as God requires
us to doe good unto-all, wee doe
likewise desire you, nat ouly to. en-
devor the promotion of this ¢ antablc
act n, your own congregation Aas
aforesaxd but also to encorrage the
‘same by a line or two from yon given
to the bearer hc,arpf to qﬂlcx congre-
gations therabout,, that glr, ch;m,gr
ray also abound towards him on hps
son’s behalf, the which w hqpe th?y
will not be wanting jn. ,fj‘ hey . being
assured by you (from our teastimoneyy

that this thing 1s true; so in expecta-
tion of -a-lerer’ from> you fa'koo}g
to. your promrisc, swhen we. 8cd: g
k‘:csson (;md also ley yom“
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Huugan) to' signifie the #in# of "'ii
coftithg ts usy Apd-if mecm!amp(w&a ‘
forwardnes doth greatly incorage) we
comhit Hoath’ ybi’'and “yoursineo the
havids ‘6f Gowd, for life,' héalthi:and
protedtion, subschibing ourselves your

brélbten ¥ -the Bon 42 67 PHEEobRer oY
ouPLord Fesiad Chene - 5%
fis Tty Lﬁxtl T&Dw;w.‘f:}ﬂ )
- T Witaam Co ELL T

' - HeNrY BRrowNe., -

- W¥L. LAMBIN.

SO0 .

MiSCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

- x;m: *m"’

Christian Eguality. A. Discoyrse de- that he would still be. ;5ré§gnt_txvitii

livered lefore the First Socicty
Unitarian - Christians in the Cily of
Philadelphia, Novemler 10tk, 1816.
- By R. Eddowes, « Minister pre tem.
. of the said Society ; occasioned” b
. (among olher things) the following

Passqges in the Pastoral Letter of the
Synod of Philadelphia,

tember. 20¢th, 1816.

& Weé'know but of one Anti-Trinitarian
synagogue in all our ‘borders, and that
there never may be  another, we pray you
brethren to declare the truth, that.the only
true God.in existence is the Father, the
Son and the Holy Ghost, the God who is
i Christ Jesus, reconciling the world to
bimself.”* .

<< The. symod would exhort particalarly
all the elders of the shurches to beware of
those whe -have made such pretended dis-
coxeries in Christian theology, as require
an -abandonmept of ¢ the form of sound
wards; .c'out,a{ucfd}_iu. our excellent con-
'fel'ssip:,n‘ q'n('.l the holy Scriptuye.” .

¢¢. We. rcjoice that the shafts of NSatan
shoyld fall jneffectually fram thie shield of
Jesus; and we desire all persons under our
care to present this shield, by maintaining
and djffasing assiduausly the sentiments of
the Word of God, in apposition to every
damning error.”’ ' : '

RO TSRS

. RoMm. xu. 3, 4, 5. o
«““For I eay, through the Frace givdn
@nto me, to every man’ that is among
vour; Tiotto think gf himself tnare highty
gﬁfmf he ought to think ; but to think
soberly; according as God hath dealt to
"every man the meidsute of faith. ~ For
as 'we have many meinbers in one body,
and all members have not the same of-
“fice : 30w, Obtig  many, are otie body
3t Christ, and every ‘'one miempbers one
?q’dndfhe?:f” L s
-L ¥ - ! . ) { U
. JUST hefare auri Liord.Jesus Christ
8 ¥ - Jeft she warld to gosunto the Fa-
ther, ho rendwed i to.lbiv apostles the

assuranec he had previously given them,

dated Sep-

¢/ them in.those miraculous powers, with

which, for:the attestation of_ the truth
of the gospel, theyshauld be furnpished
themselves, and which they should be
enabled to communicate to those who
believed. The Acts of the A postles; and
the Epistlesthroughout,afford abundarit
evidence of the accomplishment of this
promise ; and we gather from the last-
mentioned writings, several additional
particulars as to the nature of.those
-qualifications, so far beyonrd -the ordi-
nary scope of the human facduliies.
"Lhey not only differed*in kand; and-th
the. degrees of their jntrifisic excallence
(although all of the samedivirie arigindg,
but: on some of their péssessors thay
had so little mnoral inflienee, thal - thely
were nof sufficient to extinguish or
prevent in their sinds many of the
most reprehensible -dispositions, nor to
purify their conduet. of aydfhrahat was
irregular and: waichristiganl_ 07 =20 577
Itstrikes one wWithastonisineent thit
among-such:as had’ Heen /partakérs of
the heavenly dift, ‘there shouldd baje
bekn beeasion fdr those edrnest remion-
strances,:those sharpy rebukbs amtithose
solemn warnings which we find 1n the
Epistdas.af Pdul-~that he stiquld have
to.charge thiem wath!divisinfis, dasordet,
1nmorality and ‘apostacy ;- and that
there should have 'been such, a pré-
.pensity i some, so torexalt themselves
.ahove their brethren on account ef tie
ingher comparative value of their-eavh
‘spiritual endowments; as to render it
necessary that. the graces of love and
charity, condescenston and bumlivy,
should be reprefented as moreexeédllent
than  them all. - Pride, under-all' ats
forms and aspeets, is bdioustand un-
credturely ; ‘but - rehigioms, ov spiriteal
pride; is & cotrrpoungd of thurigs iw thelir
riatune ‘60 *ddterty s comparrble ~md
contradictory, av tos exsite gihotisns bt
peculiax. dibgust atidaBhotedneds >
vainiglofigus-Christidn 4 » I8 itjposible
to conceive of a greater solecism?
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How truly may it be said of every
éué]i fication, however d isti r'f"gu‘ tshed—-
““ 'Who maketh thee to differ from
another? What hast thou that thon
hast not received? Now 1f thou didst
receive it, why dost th:u glory as if
thou hadst not received it?”  Not only
his every virtue, whether more or less
eminent, one common derivation, but
thre disparity itself is a beauty in the
econoufy of Providence to which no
reflecting mind can be insensible. And
the Apostle strikingly illustrates this n
the two last verses of my text, aud
inore at lurge in the 12th chapter of
his first Epistle to the Corinthians, by
an allegory taken from the different
members of the haman body, each of
which, however diverse in form and
dignity, countributes its part to the con-
venience, utility and harmony of the
whole. Thus, whatever be the dis-
similitude, or the higher or lower
estimation of spiritual gifts, Christianiy
amalgamates them all into a system of
petfect equalization; so that by /he
church of Christ we ought to understand
the whole community of believers in
him, just as by the Lody we understand
all its component parts: nor does any
distinctive naine or office imply in one
member a right to assume superiority
over the rest, or to say to any of its
fellows, ““1 have no need of thee,” and
thus to create a schism in the body.
Whatever is the right of one should be
the right of all, and whatever is the
interest of one, the 1nterest of all. '
It was the infraction of this original
and fundamental canon of equality that
bred all the evils with which the
¢hurch of Christ has been afflicted.
The desire of vain glory was the fruit-
ful parent of envy and mutual provo-
eation. From hence sprang those
contentions among the Coriuthians,
and that setting up the name of one
teacher in opposition to another,
against which Paul in the very begin-
ning of his first Epistle so warmly
protests :— Whereas there arc among
you envying, and strife, and divisions,
and one saith I am of Paul, and ano-
ther, [ of Apollos; are ye not carnal?
‘Who then 1s Paul, and who Apollos,
but ministers by whom ye bclicvcd;
even as the Lord gave to every man?”
‘He thus forewarns the elders of Ephe-
sus—*“ Also of your ownselvés shall
‘men arise speaking perverse things to
“g:'a“wv‘ away disciples after them.” It
plainly appears from his writings, and
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those 6f Poter aiid John, that even 1n
their early days there 'were false teach-
ers, perverters of the truth, and bring-
ers-in of herestes, and that there were
many  folfowers of  their pernicious
wavs : — what wonder then, if when
their personal presence and influence
were withdrawn, these ““ profane and
vain babblings” should “¢ increase unto
imore ungodliness? And even that
grievous wolves should enter 1n, not
spuring the flock?” We kunow from
the authentic records of history, that
when ¢¢ the unity of the spirit in the
bound of peace” was once broken
through, it was succeeded by the en-
listing of partizans nnder the banners
of a minltitude of different leaders ; and
that the ancient and truly catholic
nammes of Christian, and disciple, were
laid aside for that of any one who ¢ould
gain the most proselytes to his opinions
by bold assertion, by sophistry, rhetoric
or declamation. Such were those
““ oppositions of science, falsely so
called,” against which Paul cautions
his son Timothy—that” war of words
between those who had equally erred
concerning the faith, which led to the
most disastrous counsequences. It 1is
easy to conceive that when a proud and
bigoted polemic found himsclf pressed
by argument, he would endeavour to
intrench  himself within the strong
holds of inspiration and infallibility :—
goaded by continued opposition, he
would stigmatize his antagounist with
opprobrious epithets ; anathecmatize,
excommunicalte and devoté him to
everlasting perdition ; and at length as-
sail him with the more deadly weapous
of carnal warfare. Blessed Jesus!—
Was it for such as these thou didst
offer up that affectionate prayer—
““ That they all may be one, as thou,
Father, art in me and 1 1n thee, that
they also mav be one in us, that the
world may believe that thon hast sent
me?” Rather might it not have been
supposed, that instead of the gospel of
peace proclaimed, the demon of dis-
cord had been let loose, with a woe!!
woe! woe! to the inhabitants of the
earth! L
Nor was it long before they, who 1f

‘they had possessed the spigit of hum

they called Master, and of his apostles,
would have been examples of humility
and wmoderation, be%au"_to lift ap’ them-
W Ay RN CLAd J
selves ove ,thosg to Whgﬂ) in eﬁ‘ect
they owed all their importance.” Then
arose an host of innavations upon the
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pure _and _sunple insiitations of the
Zos pgl—-,—ﬁhq distinction, be ween clergy
and J;ii;}:#t!_gglb'rgLegs of ’qu'rl‘i_cr;;rcfl_y
—high-soanding titles—splendid gar-
ments—costly crowns—and, a greedy
appetite after large temporalities and
princely establishments. In proportion
as power became more extended and
pre-eminence more secure, pride was
the less disposed to brook that im-
putation of error which difference of
opinion seemed to cast upon it; and
hence the hopeful project ot framing
articles of faith to which all the world
should subscribe. The assent of the
weak was to be obtuined by the fear of
vternal torments, and the obstinacy of
herctics to be overcoine by tiae cogent
arguments of racks and flames. Thus
Nebuchadnezzar commanded all peo-
ple and nations and languages to fall
down and worship the golden image
he had set up, nnder pain of the frery
furnace; and thus Louis the X1Vth
revoked the edict of Nantz, because it
was his pleasure that there should be
but one religion in his domnions, and
that religion his own. But if ever
there was a case 1in which 1t mnght be
safely pronounced that the Almighty
had interposed with his vefo upon the
Projects of human pride and f{olly, 1t
15 this. When mien began to build a
tower whose top might reach unto
heaven, he confounded their language
and their speech. And so when the
plain path of scriptural truth was for-
saken, the very attempt to mmake them
all pursue thc same track lry forcible
methods, only made them the more
ready, by a principle of re-action in-
herent in the human mind, to start
off in numberless different directions.
Truth is of that pure and unchangeable
nature, that by its own operation it
will ultimately obtain universal assent;
but to make mankind generally and
permanently unairimous in error, the
God of truth has forbidden ;—its very
efforts to sustain itself do but accelerate
its downfall., |

Such was the state of things when
the Reformation shook to its very base
that colossal domination which exalted
itself ¢ above all that is called. God or
is worshipped,” and which prohibited
the reading of the Scriptures to the
people, lest the rottenness of its foun-
dationp should be discovered. But let
it be gnce admitted, and well under-
stood, That with respect to. freedom of
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inquiry every individual is upon a pere
fectly equal Tooting (and this is the very
vital principle .Qf) the Reformation),
and vain is the attempt to gircumnscribe
it within this or that particular pale.
Like the confluent waters, it will burst
through every mound which the anx-
1ous but fruitless labour of bigotry and
superstition raises before it; nor will
any effort avail to resist its progress till
it has found its natural level. And
will you not, my friends, indulge with
me the pleasing persuasion that our
beloved country is marked out in the
divine couusels as the favoured region
where this blessed, evangelical equality
shall first be seen in all its peace-giving
and love-inspiring influences? Im-
mortal be that constitution, immoveable
our adherence to it, which, occupied
only in its proper sphere with the._se-
curity of our civil rights on the basis of
common liberty, leaves religion to the
impulse of its own unbiassed, its in-
alienable independence—which, vir-
tually disclaiming every idea of #solera-
tion as from itself, opens the way for
the excrcise of it, in its just and genuine
acceptlation, between one sect and ano-
ther—which, regarding thuir various
distinctions with a disinterested and

Jandiflerent eve, interferes no farther

than to protect every individual in the
peaceable exercise of his natural au\;
indefeasible privilege.  Can it be a
doubt whether in such a genial soM,
all the rich fruits of religious as wel}
as of civil liberty will attain, in_ due
seazon, their highest degree of per-
fection ? -

Seweral  circumstances, however,
concur to render i1t probable that a
consummation so much to be desired,
1s not very.nigh at hand, u.pori a few
of which T shall now briefly touch.

It would seem as if the perfect in-
dependence of every religious «denouni-
nation on our civil institutions, had
the effect of setting at work a spirit of
rivalship among themselves— a strife
among them which shall be accounted
the greatest.” Heunce the custom of
making a ﬁeriodical displav of the
number of their churches and the in-
crease of their members; too lite, 1
might be thought, in accordance with
the principles of that kingdom which
“ cometh not with observation)” an}]
which, ‘as it ‘¢ is not of this world,”
doces not seem sufhiciently to harmonize
with tho ¢ expedients, too ncarly akin
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g the: machigery- of  secdlas policy,
‘wehich are hecessary to keep together,
wader one form of governurent, many
distinet and- distant congregations, 1Is
all this in reality the effect of a disin-
terested concern for the welfare of Zien,
-and the extension of the Redeemner’s
retgn ? - Or is it something of a less
catholic nature ? - If it should prove to
be the same spirit of proselytism which
has run to sueh excess in times past,
who can say to what lengths it might
not even yet, in similar circamstances,
and under similar patronage, proceed?
‘Fhat the majority of those who now
indulge it, are not aware of its mis-
chievous and antichristian tendency, I
am most willing to believe; but certain
it 1s that its prototype is to be sought
for only under the papal government,
or in the propaganda of the prophet of
Mecca.* 1tis not kere then that we
are to look for an exemplification of
the doctrines contained 1n my text;
they refer to transactions of a much
mwore humble and retired natare. It
i3 in ‘moderately numerous societies,
perfectly independent within them-
sklves, and whose affairs are managed
by persons freely chosen ainong their
own body, that the abuses which Paul
s9 earnestly cautions against and la-
bours to dorrect, may be most effec-
taally avoided, and “the virtues he so
strongly recommends and inculcates,
most advantageously cultivated and
displayed. If this society should in-
crease S0 'as to render it 1nconvenient
for all any longer to assemble in one

ace; I should think myself happy if

Tlived to see another branching from
it, but governed by 2 constitution and
laws of their own framing, and bound
to us by no tie, whether federal or re-
preséntative, assoclate or consociate,
buat that of brethren of the same family,

* Although I willingly render every due
tribute of approbation to that liberality
wbich prompts to the general diffusion of
the Scriptures ‘¢ without note or com-
ment,’’ yet I would wish every member of
a4 Bible society to ask himself impartially,
whether it be consistent with the avowed
metive, to give the same wunnoticed publi-
cagion, and the same implied authenticity
to certain passages which are now well
known not to be part of the genuine word
of God,. and even to perpetuate the frapd
and place'it almest beyond the possibility
of cottéction, by suffering it to stand in
stereotype editions ? .

.actuated

U Istan-asquant s «a Dermen 0y . Afr. ddowcs; ab SPuddelpha.

) by -the saitee “hrdout in - the
pursait of srath; ¢ standing fast iniowde
zgiem, striving ‘wgether for ‘the faithof
A .gow‘g[-?‘% oo R
Amether circumstance,  highly un-
favourable to the prevalence of ‘thiat
humble, charitable and equaliziag
spirit. which ' characterizes geruibe

hristianity, is the: imprisonmént ot
the truth 1n creeds and confessions,
articles -and catechisms. This 19, '
reality, but another feature of the same
arbitrary, but absurd and impracticalsle
plan, for procuring a perfect nnifor-
mity of opinion throughout the-whele
Christian world. ‘T'his expedient, -as
1 have already intimated, was very
early put in practice; and the  comi-
pidssing of this end hag been, whether
avowedly or not, the real aimm and
purpose of every ecclestastical council,
from that of Nice-in the reign of
Constantine, down to the episcopal
convocations and presbyterian assem-
blies of the seventeenth century. And
be it remembered, that whenever any
of these could obtain the aid of the
civil power for enforcing conformity to
their decrees, it was eagerly resorted to
and rigorously applied.” "Without ths,
the threats of eternal "perdition to re-
cusants, however awfully fulminated,
would have been found ineffectual.
But it does’ so happen, thanks to the
goud providence ot God, apd the hapyiy
times and places we live in, ‘that the
latter are now the only weapons whrels
the church-militant can wield ; and if
we disapprove of the intolerance, we
can no less wonder at the imipolicy and
want of pradence of those who have
recourse to them, rendered, as they
frequently are, altogether disgasting by
the coarse and indecorous language n’
which they are eonveyed. hen we
see these elaborate compestitions held
up, with all the self-complacente’ of
imagined infalhbility, as a rale of faith-
which ought to take precedénce’ of “the.
Scriptures themselves; what “diffetence
can we discern hetween suclf a“pre~
tension, and that of the "¢harch ¥Which
asserts, that without its- interpretiation
as dictated by the Holy Ghost,” Bipse
Scriptures are an insufficiemt géide, ang
cannot be trusted t6 point ot tHe way
of salvation? - For' promoting @i

herence to thesé veneratéd'* 8 ‘of
ancient wisdény, advaniag isqdmtirses
taken of* Pauls exhdHaugh tod thy
(24 Ep. #713) tor<-Trold st fofm
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of, sound: words, which:i{says be) ithon
hast heard of me.” - Ii:weveaguech. to
be.desired that wve; cauld knew what
this foun ‘was, that we might judge
of the: propriety  of. the application.
1doubtless it was some propdsition. of
Prunary tmpnortancey soacisely express
ed, frequently repeated and easily re-
membered; aud if any such can be
met with in the other writings of this
Apostle, we ‘may be allowed,. for avant
ef more precise. evidence, ta adopt 1t
as the form to which he referred.. Sup-
pose then we were to fix upan that
which we find 1n his first Epistle. to
Timothy,. chap. ii. verse 5,— To us
there 1s one - GGod, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Chris¢
Jesus.” Or that in t Cor. viii. 4,
““ To us there is one God, the Father,
of whom are all things, and we in
him; and one Lord J%sus Christ, by
whoumn are all things, and we by him.”
Or this, Eph.iv. 5, 6, “One Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God and Father
of all, who -is ahove all, and through
all, and in you all.” These, or some-

thing to the saimpe purpose, it is highly

probable that Timothy had ofien heard.
from Panl ; huat th,ef,liie eannot be sard:
of one of the- mest prominent articles
in the formularjes of faith apon which
I am commenting, namely, that ‘¢ 1n
the upity.of the Gadhead there be three
persons, of :the same.substance; power,
and eternity,” and so forth; as I do
pot Apd that Paul has any where-laid.

down such an axiom, orpreached such:

a doctrine, or that he paid divine wor-
ship to an{;e_ot»h_er‘ than the God and
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. .

to his principles, as they are nothing
mare in terms than what he himsebf
professes and ‘eonstantly practises. At

the saine time it 13 true, and we have

no wish to dissemble it, that a strict

and invariable adherence to.this; which

we conceive to be the truly primitive

and scriptural form of faith and deve-

tional service, will have a direct ten-

dency to lead the mind to the adoption

of other sentiments which naturally

flow from it; in other words, that

when the'spirit of truth has thus ob-

tained posgession of the understanding,

it will be led into ali truth. Not the

least 1dea of dictation is, however, en-

tertained. May the time never come

when. those who assemble in this house
shall be aathoritatively told what they

are to believe, or referred to any other

code than the Scriptures as the ground-
work of their faith. Never may they

fall intg such a disgraceful state of in--
dolence and supineness, as, in order ig;

save themselves the trouble of thinking,

to accept of a ready-prepared system of

doctrine, at the hands of any maun or

body- of ,men whatever! . -Reason and
understanding were given for far higheg

Fm;pos,'es.; nor should that talent be
aidenp in, a; napkin to rust and canker,

which .ought-to he kept bright and.
clear, and ready for employment ac-’
cordjng, to .the gracious design of him-
who bestowed it. |

i{ %o be-concluded it the next Number.]

v
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SiRr, - - Jan. 28, 1817.
W HERE was pullished in 1745, a
A book with the following title—
“« The Conoformity between Madern

.. Every expedient of -a gestrictive .pa--
tare hayving been - found npavailipg fox;
the segurity of unanigiity and cougord .
among &hristians, 1t wasg thought
worth while, in the formatjon of . this
society, to.try whether gospel truth
and loge and peace mught not be hest.
prowoted and preserved in. connexion.
w.jth'fpdljfeCt liberty of judginent. All
therefaore :that is required, as a test of
opiniQp, ta . qualify for membership, is
an aspent Lo these two pegpositions,

apd. Ancient Ceremonies, wherein is
proved, by incontestable Authonities, .
that the Ceremonies of the Church of
ome arg entirely derived from the
IHeathen.” This 1s a translation
fioan the French original, which was
publjshed in 1667, and 1 now refer :
to it for the sake of two passages in
«« the "T'ranslator’s Preface,” p. xx.
Having mentioned the ¢¢ retaining
old customs when the reason of them

b necessarily follows, that he
Qi:_;gat of religious

Name: y-o,l_ghéj there is-but one God,
anad,

7 .-

bave assuined the title

ndy b,

sl bk po, £ax
-GChsivt, . bhag 8 5 eyudunt a
ayopFlaniprian might join in
ligious services without offenre
2 K

of @<
bring,
cgn 3
oat
VOL. »II.

one i8-she - proper ¢ |
oratipn, .. %Mtgt these we¢ could

are :they. fromn .

is forgot or not attended to,” he adds,
““ In many of the midland.parts of
England at this day, [17459,‘ it is
wsul for the poor, upon A4-Seuls Day,
to go from one village 1o aporher, a
beggihg Soul Cakes, which age freely
dispersegt. by nany good Protestants,

v ”~ .

wha hEfecé JI}C'i,lhel’fp‘-Jfgam’}’ nos the.
o

etlicacy of masses for the dead; as
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well a8 by many others who know
little of etther, but only do it in
compliance with popular- practice.”
'Fo this passage is annexed the fol-
lowing note:

¢« Perhaps another instance of this
nature subsisted not long ago, in the
metropolis itself ; - where it was .usual
to bring up a fat buck to the altar of
St. Paal’s with hunters’ horns blow-
ing, &c. in the middle of divine ser-
vice. For ou this very spot, or near
it, there formerly stood a temple of
Diana.”

Have any of your readers witnessed
this custom respecting Soul-Cakes ?
But the procession with a stag to St.
Paul’s is the most surprising, espe-
cially to have been mentioned in
1745, as practised °‘° not long ago.”
As to the period when this custom
was observed there must surely be
sorne mistake, for it could scarcely
have survived the Reformation.

OTIOSUS.
I WAS lately surprised to find
that Calvin had been deemed
heretical on the subject of the
Trinity. This appears from ¢ An
Answer to the Marquis of Worcester’s

Paper to the King,” Charles 1. by
Hamon L<Estrange, 1651. The Mar-

L

SIR, Fel. 2, 1817.

quis was a Boman Catholic, and in-
his endeavours to convert the Kin

had been disparaging Luther wit
other reformers. ﬁly author replies,
‘“ What if he or Cglvin erred con-
cerning the Trinity, did not Liberius
subscribe to the Arian Heresy? What
if Calvin held with Nestprius two
persons in Christ, did not’ Pope Ho-
norius hold but one will in him 27
What say your readers who are
conversant witg the theological works
of Calvin. Was the orthodox zealot
who burnt Servetus to do God service,
at Jast himself no better than a He-

retic ?
BREVIS.
Vicinity of Stourlridge,
_ SIR, March 16, 1817.

YOU will have the goodness to
allow me a small space in your
next Number of the Theological Re-
pository, to correct an error (either
accidental .or designed) into .which
Mr. Carpenter’'s biographer has fallen,

~in his account of that gentlemgan’s -

sécand settlement with the congrega-

- h

Calvin a Heretic.—Rev. B.

Cdrpenter.—On Vitality.

tion at Stodrbridge. 1h your publica-
tion for January, p. 5, it is thus stated :
“ In 1807 (the Rev. Benjamin Car-
penter) resumed his ministerial office
at Stourbridge, and continued tb the
close of his life to ofliciate at thar
place, and at Cradley alternately in
connexion with the Rev. Jammes
Scott.”” Now, Sir, as it is a circums-
stance too notorious in this neighbour-
bood to be forgotten or misunderstood,
that the Rev. Benjamin Carpenter
resumed his miunisterial office at
Stourbridge, (or in other words of-
ficiated as the minister of the con-
gregation there) from the exact period
of his predecessor’s resignation (re-
entering the pulpit oir the sabbath
after it was vacated by him), and as it
1s important that ing)rmation of this
sort should be conveyed to you with
all possible corréctness, I beg to state
as above that Mr. Carpenter’s minis-
try at Stourbridge re-coinmenced i
October, 1806. o

It i1s possible he might not také
upon himself what is sometimes
called the pastoral charge till 18073
but if words have any meaning, surely
the expression ¢ his resuming his
ministerial office at Stoutbridge,” mmust
imply his o6fficiating as minister there,
which he continuéd to do from the
time here spécified until his de¢ath’ on
the 23rd of November, 1816.

Omnia patefacienda.”
X. Y. Z. .,
On Vitality.
S1IR, March 8th, 1817.
AD there been a continuatiofx

| of some Letters on the Resur-
rection, puablished in Vol. VITI. of
the Repository in 1813, perbaps I
should not have had "occasion to -
trude myself on your notice, as' the
writings of those géntlemien might
possibly have so elucidated the sib-
Ject as to have preventéd the nécessity
for stating my reasans for considering
life to be completély -distirict ‘Th its
nature from the corporeal fofm rt
animates, and that owing to this, it
1s capable of existing, and aldo of
aninating a new form after the déarh
and total dissolution of this body.

Whatever this 'may be, ‘which we
call life, whether animating" vedttx-
tion, the animal ndture, or in,
must be a’ superficial obﬁé‘(xer)'ﬁf cré-
ation who should concdlude 'it ¢ Be
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30‘5:3)1] th,e'lgﬁ'@ct of the ,orgamzmg of

Taiier, here are distinctjons be-

tween, life and orgpmzatlu,u which -

\.ﬂ) for e\er separate Lhem.' Organi-
zation qlemp has not ever assnmxlatu!
malterm centact with xtsclf SO as to
repair any injuries it may have sus-
tained : neither, alone, has it ever
beul capable of pr()pa«r_um‘f its spe-
cies 3 nor by rest, or sleep, has it ever
réstored its wasted’ energies 10 ngour
The faculties may ha\e been tmitated
by organization, but never have such
umtaimna been capable of hearing

seeing, smelling, f’eelmrr or tdstmu-
much less has orgamzatmn Leen ever
capabl of thouﬂht or reason. Lvery
anunal can do some of thebc if not
all, and oa strong grounds it may be
querled if lnmg \e«fetatmn 1s not
capable of scine conscious en305 ments.
But, organization alone 1s a mere
machine wholly void of all sensation.

Organic causes alone never having
produced life, but life being through
the whole creation united with or-
ganic matter by a two-fold agency, it
1s but doing philosophic justice to
the subject to state, that body and
{ife being ab vrigine the union of two
completely distinet principles, how-
ever closely united they may be, and
however intimately blended so as to
be apparently one, yet they arc-actually
two, and (hereﬁ)re when dgcompo:ed
must necessarily again become two.
Whether life is not material as well
as the orgamzcd bady, i1s not the pre-
sent inquiry, but the mqmrv 1s whe-
ther life, he it what 1t may, is not
wholly dl:mnct from. the body it
apimates.

Noththstandmg the maxim of
Linngus has been combated, it does
not appear to me to have been ‘over-
t\‘xrncd but that the very arguments

:ought against it have established the
truth of ¢ Omne vivum ex ovo,” and
thcrcfoxc in recasoping upon tlns sub-
ject, it is of no imporiance whether

our, ?remme are taken from the
%n!mi:z or vegctablc kingdom. My
rst evidence to prove the prmmplc I

have laid down, that life and organic
f)ody was ab ongine distinct, 1s the
@!nervatmn of e Graaf, the futun,
ant formcd 10 the secd prior to ts
aving  heen touched by the pollen.
hkcwxse «hscovcred in the

alapzan
o’lm “90 the geed twenty days be-
jore {) e flower was in ful blossom :

at that time the powder of the anthers
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was visible, bat rrlewed fast to tbglr
summitts ; the seegs were of a ge}ah-
nous substance and’ continued sa for
ten davs after the blédssom hud falfen
cff: on the cleventh day the seed bes
came heart-shaped and attached by the
basis to the pod, having at the apex
a white potnt whose hollow contamcd
a dmp of liquor 1n the cavity; this
cavity on the twenty- -ffth dav was
enlarged bat still quite full of hquor
and a small semi-transparent yellow:sh
body fixed by two ends to the sides of
the cavity ; in a month the seed was
enlarged and changed fromx a heart wo
a l«.ldney shipe, and this small body
increased,” gclatinous and less trans-
parent, but  without orgiuization.
On the fortieth day the cavity grown
Iarger was filled with the l)ody, and
covered with a thim membrane, which
when taken off was a bng:,ht green
divided 1nto two lobes, and the small
plantale which attached 1t to the
lower part was visible. - These facts
prove the seeds to be formed prior to
fecundation, and that the eflects of the
action of the pollen 1s to penetrate,
dissolve and stimulate every part, ang
to give form and animation to the
future plant.

T'he organic matter animated, and
the animating prmcnp]c which takes

(a2
full posse: :ston of it, so as to adapt the

organic formation to be its residence,

are two distinct substances; and that
all’ nature acts a similar process,
and 1s attended with similar resules,
is evident fromn the pollen of the pink
causing the polyanthus seed to pro-
duce on the polyanthus stalk a clus-
ter  of bcautlful pinks. It is by
acting upon this secret of nature that
our gardeners deck our parterre with
lusus naturce of flowers; by it the
songs of the mules of the goldfinch
and canary bird enliven our rooms ;

“whilst hy it our farmers furnish our

colonies with mules adapted to the
purposcs for which thcy are wanted,
sometinies  with the vigour of the
horse in the diminutive size of the
ass, or at others fit him in the size of
the horse to labouyr with the patience
of the ass.  Itis by attentively stud’}
ing this principle that our breedgrs
increase the flesh and diminish the
bone of the cattle intended for our
markets, and the time wmway corme, In
the progressiveness of ?': human
mind, when beauty of mitid and
body come to be preferred to fortune,
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that the same science may. be success~
fully studied to the improvement of
thie' capabilities of the human race
both for beauty and for wisdom.
"Having shewed that life is mnot
organization but that which acts upon
organization, I now proceed to no-

tice that it appears from -natare, that

there mav be a suspension of the
actions of life for months and years
without life being destroyed: that
this is the case in mosses, tlie ears of

blighted corn, the seta equina, the

wheel polype, and in several specics
of snails, as we learn from the Philo-
sophical Transactians, 8c.  They are
proved to be capable of being kept as
dried preparations, and after a total
suspenston of irritability and con-
tractility for many years, they have
Ly a proper application of water been
restored to life and all its functions,
from which we are entitled to con-
clude that death_does not set frec the
animating principle, and that it can-
not be separated therefrom but by
decomposition, organizafion being the
instrument of which lite is the con-
troller and director.

It does not appear that life is
destroyed with the decomposition of
the body, but on the contrary, by the
decomposition of body the principle of
Tife is fitted for rising in tLe or({er of
existence. We know not any thing
ir nature which has life but what
supports that life by death. If there
1s any thing, it is the small and mi-
nute sced of the lowest order of vege-
tation which spring upon tf:e naked
rack and become by repeated death
the pabulum o a higher species of
vesetable life. Why this general
orﬁér of Providence? May we not
conjecture that the intention of Provi-
deénce '1s by successive transformation
eventually to swallow up mortality in
life ?

The farmer who for a scries of
years sows beans, wheat, oats, er any
other crop, if he docs not manure
his land will soon find a cessation of
his crop$, however productive they
were at first. If the seed grows, the

roduce will be hauin, or straw, the
Eeﬁn, the corn will be absent. Yet
the dissolution of water 1s the alone
support o6f the plant; its oxygeue,
hydrogene and carbon produce the
whole plant. Ts not the cause of this
loss of the seed, the absence of the
proper living principle adapted te the

fram nfancy o old age.

© Qu.Viality... . . . ~

nature of tlre. plunt? . It was-in- the
former craps consumecd, -for .want .ef
this nature labours 1n' vain ;. the plant
pines after the end of its existence,
and tells by the misery aud. emiptiness
of its growth that it disdains a vseless
creatian. . .
Lite, then, appears to have a
growth and an increase. How 1t 1s
developed in the vegetable creation
we are necessarily ignoraut of, but we
know that a suthiciency of energy is
in 1t for the ex-rtion of the organic
matter of the plant, for 1its present
good aund future progeny. . Plants
simtle at the conscilousness of human
benefits, and droop undcer the 1ll-usage
of man: transported to foreign parts,
they adapt their habits to the climate,
andyif they survive its influence, the:r
manners conform to their novel situa-
tion. LEvery living animal according
to its powers of motion and know-
ledge has higher degrees of conscious-
ness, and manifests the passions of
love, hatred and revenge,  hope, doubt,
fear and hesitation : their mental pas-
sions manifest the selfish principle.
Some even enter into the social order,
and by their strength through union
manifest, that iu what concerns the
public welfare they are worthy of
legislating even for man. Man is
in some things inferior to all, but by
his speech he is able to combine the
past with the present and determine
tor -the future; his knowledge is- his
power, and by i1t, on earth, to: all the
animals, he is the representative of
God.. In him 1s on earth the highest
perfection of life; stuill transitory 1s his
state ; like all former states of vitalityy
waiting to be new clothed “ with a
spiritual mansion,” adapted to a highes
and more perfect state of creation.
‘This life at its first existence must
have been a point, a stimulus, an
coergy; had 1t been two poiing; ‘or
stimulus’s capable of division, itwonld:
be capable of producing -two conscious
identities.  "This. point, stunulus, dr
energy has never lgst through life - #s-
idenuty, but is from birth to death
alwavs the same conscious vital peint,
for .we always feel personal. identity-
Not so the
body. This was aL one time almdst
unperceptibly minute s whether it inv
creases or decreases, whether it pres
serves all its members or i1s._ mutilated:
of them all, the rational priociple s
not injured but in many instauccy
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st?engthened’ by the loss of Tithbs, all
ptovifig thé& coxﬁpl”éte ‘distinciion be-
tirden’ Fmdy and #®ind. I this vital
privteiple “can lay dorinant for’ years,

‘and’"gs 'in " blighted corn perha s for
age§ "‘without injury’s if 1t is but a
point which exerts its energy from its
centré of action through’ t{;e whole
frame; if it is, as it may ecasily be
pmved to be always, by the -cere-
bral’ and sympathetic nerves, at war
with destruction, and by its euergy
through our temporal existence pre-
serva' the organized matter it is
clothed with from that destruction to
which' all 1nert matter tends; 1f 1
addition to this it is seen annually to
forsaké the last year’s bark that it
may- inhabit .the new formed bark,

and the same i1n the new formed bud ;

and if we find it equally active in the
animal crcation ; have we not a right
by ‘deductions from nature, to con-
)yude that the point called life,” the
mﬂy seat of personal identity, 1s capa-
ble of existing and antmating a new
form after the death and dissolution of

the bod ?
y: N.

To S.T. COLERIDGE, Esa.

On the Attack on the Unitarians con-
tatned in his Second Lay Scrnwon.

LETTER I.

‘¢ Thon com’st in such a questnonable
: shape
“Fhat I.wilk speak to thee. .
HAMLET.

SIR‘, Temple, April 3, 1817.
HE Unitarians are happy that
~you ‘have, at length, aflorded

them an opportunity of meeting you
on even ground. 'The nature of the
attack - with  which you honoured
‘them 10 ¢ the Statesinan's Manual”
precluded all intelligible reply.  They
felt that' it was nnpossible to fight
with sun beams or to contend' against
a cloud. But vou have now thnu«rht
fit- to Jay aside some part of the
mystery with™ which your former
charges: were surrounded, and to
brmg forward something like a defi-
nire hccusatlon against them. They
think,  at least; they can discern
amidst the profusion of your imagery,
the grouinds'on which you found your
reprobationi—grounds ‘which® they are
most anstious to examine.

At the commencement of your

attack you favour us. with an m-
gehious' piece of verbal criticisim on
the term Unitarian as used by me
sect you are opposing. “This is 4
word,’ you observe, ¢ which in 1Its
proper sense can belong only to’ thetr
antagonists : for umty or uhition and
mchbtmomshed unily or oneness are
mcompauble terms; while ‘in ‘the
exclusive sense in wh‘ch thLy mcan
the term to be understood, it i1s a
presuwiptuous boast, and an unchari-
table calumny.” * T bhave no objec-
tion to admit that, recarring to the
ariginal meaning’ of tcrms, unzlJ 1ni-
pl’ies rather the perfect combination
of two or more substances than the
oncness of an individual® qualiy,
And, in this sense, the term might
be used by the believers in the ex-
istence of three persons in the Divine
nature i1n opposition to those who
maintained an absolute plurality of
Deities. But it could have no diean- .
ing: as opposed to the faith of those
who assert the perf'ect oneness of
Jehovah. It may imply the com?n—
nation of several things in opposition '
to their existence in a state of Sc;)zii'ﬁ~
tion from each other; but it presents.
no antithesis of su)sc to the idea of
an orngal and ‘unmingled essence.
At the present day the term Unitasian -
1s perfectly understood to deacrlbe A
believer in one God in one persoti,
and that of Trinitarian to deslggdu;
onc who- m:nntnms that there are
three persons in the Divine Umtv.,j,
In this view, the assumption of the
term, thourfh not ervinologically ‘cor-
rect, is nellhvr “a /))munj)z‘uow fou.s[
nor ““‘an unc/zm‘z/a[/f calumny.” - Your
oh]umou 1S evu!cm]y a mcre cavil on
a word. For it is unposslbk ou can .
nnazine that those who c'nl{ them-
sclves by the name, have assumed it
in the sense that vou say 1t properly
bears—since that would be to claimn
a belief in all which they most
strenuously deny—and assert 1n theiy '
very name, the great principle which
they regdrd as the foundation af re-
l|5|0us error. The term Anu-Ti rini-

tarian might, indeed, be less mV!-—,;
dious; but that which you suggest of |
P.s?lantrop}mfs would be uttc»i’y fin-

proper.  For if it was wndérstoqd’ 10,
assert the mere hnmdmty of Chrjst,.
it would exclude all those whao, whllc
they reverence the Father alonc av

ad

» P, 85. | S
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Ged,. regard . his first begotten son as
so.nething mere than mortal. And,
¥ it spoply implied the humanity of
the Messiah, our orthodox brethren
would maintain their right to the
terin ; and contend that while they
worshiped him as Divine, they sull
delighted to feel with him as human.
We come now to matters of more
impartance. You proceed, < It is
the interest of these men to speak of
the Chrisuan religion as comprised
in a few plain doctiines, and con-
taining nothing not 1atelligible at
the first hearing to the narrowest
capacities.” And you then proceed
afier some further observations on the
scantiness of our faith, to 1nveigh
against the supposition of the plaw-
ness ana simplicity of the gospel.  5t.
Paul, vou observe, though he teaches
us,* < that in the religion of Christ
there 1s mulk for babes; yet inforns
us at the same tume, that there 1s
meat for strong men! and, to the hke
purpose, one of the Fathers has ob-
served, that in the Ncew Testament
there are shallows where the lamb
may ford, and depths where the
elephant must swim.” You elo-
quently dilate on the great treasures
of knowledge and of wisdom which
the OScriptures contain—on  mighty
truths which are to fill and dilate
the understanding—on the nches of
Christ which no research can exhaust.
Sull 1t 1s exceedingly difficalt to
comprehend any definite object to
which you refer, and sull less to dis-
cern the path by which we are to
elimmb to the sui\:limities you dunly
unfold. * We understand a grandear
in the words but uot tl» words.”
,h seems that you mecan to assert that
there are truths in the DScriptures
which the unlearned canuot discover—
secluded springs of "mare holy mspira-
tion which the philosopher wlone can
viLit.  Supposing this theory to have
any truth—or rather this rhapsody to
bhave any meaning—how can it pos-
possibly affect the trath or {alschood
of the Umitarian creed?  "Those doc-
trines which the opposer of the I'rinity
rejects, supposing them to be troe,
are neither hid from the vulegar nor
undersiood by the learned. A cluld,
who s versedyin his catechisim, knows
as inuch respectung the 1rinity as the
sast laborious divine.  T'o reccive as

- ——— S

« P. 38,

mere matters of faith all the docrines
of the Church of Tngland ne en-
larged vaderstanding is requisite. The
humblest of the orthodox. whoe "ba-
lieves in the union of two natares in
the Savibur’s persan—in the vicarious
eflicacy of his death—and in the super-
natural 1nfluences of his spirit—De-
cause he thinks the word of God
asserts thein, has just the same portion
of knowledge with vourself. respecting
these muvsteries.  Those twho have
hitherto defended them have asserted
that they were matters which, in
this world, at least could not be
understood by mortals. They gloried
that the 1gnorant and the wisc were,
in respect of these things, nearlv in
the saine relative condition. Thev
have rather spoken of them with a
solemn rcverence as subjects which
the most powerful mind could not
grasp nor the acutest understanding
expluin.  They have even heen ac-
customed to regard the understanding
as too cold and earthly a power to
appreciate them, and have appealed
rather for their testimony iminediately
to the heart and the aflections. For
the evidences of these dcctrines the
have sometimes condescended to apply
to .the reasan; but for their heighth
and depth.and measure—for all he-
yond a sunple belief in them as re-
vealed —they have rather checked
than 1mpelled inquiry. In pant of
Jact, there 1s nothing in orthodoxy o
understand which the Unitarian does
not believe.  All that we reject con-
sists of objects which, to those who
receive them, are materials nnt of
knowledge but of faith and hepe,
exciteinents to the believer net to
penctrate into the hidden things of
God, but, at distance, to lave and
adore him. o,
If I rightly understand your acen-
sation agaimst Uniutarianism, it is, that
it excludes those doctrings of awr
religion which the most profound
understandings  alone  can  compre-
hend, or in the fignrxtive language yop
prci'cr, ““ the d,crf[}]s where th& gler
phant must zwim,”  And the plain
answer I make 1s that there is pot, pne
of the dactrines it demes of which
the highest intedlect can understaog
anv thing; that 1o res ccl.i't'p,,.}hy
depths you allude to, the elephaps
and the lawnb, are pregisely in Ahe same
condition ; and thatco enily ti

15 ro food forg,,.the ~rational powers
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ifi the iost orthodoX creed which our
calurirhiatéd faith'is not équally ¢apa-
ble of atlording. I

“"You seceth, -Sir, to be very indig-
nant at the sentiiuent that ¢ religion
requires but the application of a com-
mon sense which every man pos-
sessés to a subject in which every
man is concerned.”®* You even hint
that to constitute the complete Chuist-
1an some kind of genius is requisite ;
and are quite astontshed that while
musicians, orators, painters and me-
chanics require peculidr gifts, a mere
common understanding should suffice
for the comprehension of the religion
of Jesus! [tis true you concede that
a highly cultivated intellect is not
indispensable to salvation. 1 am
happy your charity extends thus far,
or some of the apostles themselves
might be excluded from: your select
assembly- of the just. Still I must
suppose€ you to mean that the richest
treasures of the gospel are accessible
only to men possessed of certain intel-
lectual properties. Surely you cannot
be ‘sertous. A talent for religion!
A genius for the gospel! I can find
wo intimation of these gifts in holy
writ. The ¢ good tidings of great
joy” which our Saviour came to pro-
mulgate were peculiarly intended for
the poor. They were designed as the
¢ balm of thetr hurt minds,” the
guides of their path; the solace of their
afflictions. ‘Fhey were given as a
portiont to those who had no inherit-
ante on earth, a rich consolation to
the lowly when heart and flesh should
fail them. They were scorned by
the learned of the schools, and propa-
ated by the fishéermen of Galilee.

Through thetr ministry the ¢ poor of

this world” became ¢ rich in _faith and
tnheritors of the kingdom of heaven.”
Nér were the sacred principles which
they embraced hung about them as
an amulet or a charm; they were
approved to their understandings and
recéived into their hearts; in their
Iight they delighted to walk, and in
defence of them they were ready to
die. It is d libel on the Almighty to
stippose “that he has given a religion
for the benefit of all mankind, and
yét has' bestowed the capability of
enjayin ‘?t"c:nlg on a few. It would
be as-thovgh he had created the sun
to-ehlightén all men and had endowed
ORI

only a small aumber with .the organ
of vision. Happy indeed is it that of
such a fancy there is not the smallest
trace in the word of God. T spesk
the language not of the Unitarian in
particular, but of almost every intel-
ligent Christian when 1 affirin that
the great principles of our faith are
written so plainly that <€ he who runs
may read.” They are inscribed in
living and immortal characters which
all the mysticismr of Germany cannot
obscure. True it is that in their
divine relations, i so far as they reféer
to things that are unseen, tbe}f curs
never be comprehended on earth.
But are not the wisest and the most
ignorant, in this case, nearly on a
level ?  The poor cotitager wha
‘““ knows and only knows her Bible
true,” bélieves on its authority, in an
immortality of joy; and c¢an you,
with all your philosophy, do more?
She knows, indeed, nothing of the
nature of that blessedness which is
treasured up for her in heaven; and
has it ¢ entered into your heart to
conceive” 1t? She believes in thé
Father of mercies as het protector in
life and her guide through the valley
of the shadow of death; and what
can you add to the hope and the
comfort which this assurance breathes?
Can you add to this feeling one ray of
delight when you have taken Plato ta
expound St. John? She it contented
to rest on an Almighty arm, withount
inquiring 1into the modes of its opeéra-
tion or existence ; and ¢ Canst thow
by searching find out God; canst thou
Sind out the Almighty to perfection P
Far be it from me to undervalue
metaphysical discussion or to dépre-
cate the freest inquiry. "They  are
ainong the noblest employments which
heaven-born minds can df:fight in.
If they bring us no accéssinns of
actual knowledge, they discover to us
our own Internal resources and afford
us a glortous proof of the aspirihg
tendencies of our nature. They are
the beatings of the soul against the
bars of its earthly tabernacle, siriving
before 1ts time to expatiate in its
native regions—which, though for
the most part vuain i their itnmediate
object, prove the spirit of immortality
to be strong within us. It is go6d to
be sommetimes rendered dizzy by the.
elevation of our own thoughts, to be
posed with ‘the casuistry of high
reasonings, to be lost in the subtleties
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of sgeculaiio‘ﬁ too ethereal and divine.

‘Fhifd, s a preparaiory exercise of the
sounl- fer emaployments which it may
parsue for ever. It abstracts us from
the vanities and selfishness of life,
from low passions and ignoble aims,
and feeds it for a while with the food
of angels. 1t enables us to look with
a.comprehensive and, therefore, with
a gentle eye on the frailties of inan,
and fills us with glowing hopes for
his elevated progress. And if we
should dwell o long in the abstrac-
tions of a genial philosophy—if we
should have .gazed on the ¢ lovely
scenes. at distance” till we fancied
ourselves and the world already near
them—if we should throw  some of
the brilliant colouring of our own
hopes on the places where we actually
move—if we should look at man
through a medinm by which his errors
are  softened down and his virtues
rendered fairer—if we should shape
out gorgeous visions of liberty and
peace and joy which the present age

cannot reahze—the error will be
goodly as it will be sweet! It will

be bat the overleaping of a little

periad, but a union 1n spirt with

future years, with ‘the good hLereafter
16 be born, and with prophets who
have long been silent.
But theee noble spe '
delicious dreams of the intellect. form
no essential part of the religion of
Jesus. The sweet light of love and
of hope which it sheds on the dreary
scenes. of life 1s common to all, how-
cver contracted the powers of their
wnortal vision. It eften throws its
holiest tints over the cottage. In the
paths of pleasantness and of peace to
which the finger of celestial wisdom
directs ws, wayfafing men though
‘« of the narrowest capacities” cannot
err. O no, Sir! the consolations and
the joys of the gospel are no matter
of science. They spring np, like
the most flagrant flowers beneath our
feet, and all who will stoop may
gather them. ‘T'he pure river of the
water of life is not like the streams of
Castaly, accessible to few. << The
elephant and the lamb” may .alike
saster of it,- and ahke stand n need
of igs . freshness.
de. e, bright anticipations of heaven
¢a3 those who have no earthly joy.
ow. often while the learned dispute

on. . ihe truths of Christiamity, tilk
they lose them, do the igmoramt -iri

culations and.

How often, indeed,

- -Mr. -Hincks on #is-Sermon pecched at’ Cordk.

this. world’s wisdom; <‘feel after thee§
and find' them |” - How  freguently
do we discover  the faitest wirtuey
clustering anridsg thie shades whiels
conceal and shelter: the lower walks
of -existence ! Iun those scenes therg
are living examples befote which the

‘new . anistocratical - order vou weuld

establish in religion ‘mmust fade awhy,
and which prove beyond all powers
of mortal expression, ‘that the ..{:igheat‘
treasures of divine wisdom are not
alone accessible to. genits. Methinks
I see such a testimmony in the image.of
a venerable and sainted females—sur-
rounded - by her litile and revering
descendants—still eagerly fixing her,
dim eye on the page where throuzh
life she has found support—and then
turning to borrow aid from the lisping
tongue of a child. Time has neither
shaken lier hopes mnor chilled her
affections. She turns back her view
on the ecarlier days of her life with’
grateful joy, and prays only that, the
children may walk in the steps
through which she has trodden.
While she fondly embraces _apd
blesses them, she ‘seems alread¥ to
speak in the language of 'heaveny
She trembles, but it 1s withe anticia
pated joy ; she totters on the verge -ofy
paradise. What more exalted ‘happi~
ness can you hope to emnjoy, thodgh
you ‘“understand all mysseries -an
all knowledge,” and ‘¢ speak with the.
tongues both of men and-of angela?' +-.
- - 8. N l)- '
P.S. In my next leter I shall
examine your statement of the Unis
tarian creed and the remaining charges
which vou bring forward ‘against o
-Sir, . London, March-v9, t8YZ. -
IN' your Number for February (p.
123), I observe an article relatimg
to a Sermon I published at Cork,
July last, extracted = from a Ceorbk
newspapeér, and headed with tlte title.

of ¢ Orthodox Alarm in. lIrelangd..
Had you bheen aware of the. tzue

nature of this contemnptible ebnlhtion:
of personal malice, yoa would not I
am persuaded, have given. it~hp:your
regnblicatinn of it ap importenee:
which it so little deserves.... dlesv:irs
appearance in your . pagesy.-apd-the.
very unappropriate title which.. ymuz
have prefixed toit, ghounld fniuleaplany:
of yeur readers, f beg feave so-ntares
that it wes (a8 far as.k eould:Matn)s
geherally  ‘despised- by “utl religigudr
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pasties in. Cank, and that thie:yespeq~
Wwble editor of - the paper 13 wineh
i . dppeared. . afiorsvamds -called. upon
me ta: cxpress bis;regret.at Hahaying
been 1nsented, and; 10 soy shat (4 had
been dane witheut lns knawledge.
From: the sentiments .it avows havieg
been litile: kpowa .or discassed . in
lecland, ey sermon natuwrally. excited

&cnnsulea‘able sensation, and attracted -

much more attention than any thing
icontains .could in other circum-
atances:have procured it. | miy per-
haps feel disposed to compiain that
wmy  numernus. opponents have be-
treayed great ignorance of what has
hetore. been written on loth sides in
the Unitantan. controversy, but they
have not in general shewn bitterness
of..spieit ; and I recollect no instance,
‘except the trifling one to which you
have given mcreased publicity and
importapce, . which any of them
have indulged in wirulent abuse or
mdh"'u&nt misrepresentation.

Wi LLIAI\:I HINCKS.

'S, Dec. 17, 1816.

-HAVE been miuch edified and
mmewhat amused, by the account
€41 iR your Reposnor for Novem-
fa {Xi 634], of the remarkable
d#hvm:ance of C. Crellins, with his
children and attendaats from the
persl of rabbers and men-slayers in
the wilderness., -1 receive serio what
is there related as to the kind assis-
tance of Providence, in- the laudable
wse of means, in lis escape from the
murderous. pit, abd the:man of Belial
whom he .met on the mamgn of the
wood ; but comfess. I cannot tell
wha&*m make of the lutle. gentleman
in the. ‘fm coat, . with: a stick in
g, hand He appears to me, in
one view, so like unto the imps and
fairies -of ald time, omly perhape,
samewhat of '8 more reasonable size,
and in amother view: so musgh in the
simlitude of flesh and blood, that I
arm. at & loas. under what. class of
beings te.sank him, and am therefore
induaged thumbly to crave some eluci-
dtiamof this part- of the gecurrence
either-from the leamcd Editor (which
imdped.&: expected :at the close of the
tm ),w&m -has mmew:m, aor. some of
ondents, : I-Arem-
Mn l ﬁmnd the Jonfassoh ‘:‘-‘
WAgROn D - ¢ QU
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find that he bad. met wih a way-
faring anan. in. the: dreary regien,
wha, though he did not indeed pra-
mise much at first sizhe, proved i
the result a perfect Hercules. . How
delighudul must it have been to wit-

‘ness the silent operations of his magicu!

wand, when by ouly ¢ gently placmo
it under each whecl, and appearing
to hift them,” with the help of a lutle
wanuduction, -and an cuphonious
sound transmitted from  his lips,
which, 1 think, the narrator much
depreciates, by the vulgar phrase
“ calling to the horses,” the cum-
brous load was instantly disengaged
““ without any. apparent (lnf'ﬁcullv,
and once more fixed upon sohd
ground !  After some kind directions
by the stranger, we find that as 1he
grateful . traveller was preparing, as
well he might,: to offer him some
solid remuneration, Heigh! pass !—

the_little wan had vanished in an
mstant ! and, though it was only in
the duske of tha evening, could no
where be found! To be sure a wood
1s anr admirable place for a persea. to,

conceal himself in, who desires a
game at do-peep, or, in a way .of
charitv, does not wwh to “let his

lefe han'd know what his rtgbt hand
doeth ;” yet still, 1 verily think, he
must have heard the traveller cry out
lustily, and in common ecivility,
which should always accompany acts
of charity, should have turned back
to receive his acknowledgments.
However, as he is gone, we cannot
help it; but [ should certaiply. wish;
if poauh[e (. mean in an liéstorical
way, for I suppose unless he were a
berng of another world he hath long
passed away to receive his reward;)
to become better acquatinted with this
traly respectable personage; his lineage
and auncestry. Most assuredly, if we
are to take this narration in tk e ham
we can cutertaln no  scrious dou&
of the singular occurrence related - of
Cod. Gardiner, by his pious biographer,
as justly enmled to the character of
a vision, and not a dream ; and shall
perhaps be suitably prepared  for a
partial, if not a ‘{l“ ‘¢ assent: and
consant” to the truth of some of the
supposed heathen miracles, ev.popish
legends : or, are all such relations,
when predicated of the onhodmx, T IS
ways:. lglse. or .suspicious, amnd
trae. wbmh,mponed of. the ranonahsemd
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- " Petusing this'accoent, a fourth time,
¥ read thac'it was related by < the
pilous driver, Paul Sagosky, when he
was far advanced in age!” Perhaps
this may be a sufficient clue with
saome of your readers: if any of them
can furnish me with a better, I shall
be much obliged to them. -

CUI BONO:?

Fleet Street, Felruary 11, 1817.

S1R,
OOKING the other day into a
small publication, entitled ‘¢ The
Annual Monitor and Memorandum
Book, for the Year 1816,” published
by a Quaker in the North of England,

Unityj of the Godiend. < Caydpmil- Wolsey.d. Hiiclic.

incomprehensibly all - poasible, perfee.
tion. S LR S T S 2
i «“T'hedifferentappellationsef Iaiher,
Son, and Hely Spirit, are peverihe-
less not to be used indifferently or
indiscrniminately one for another; be-
‘cause (in the general) they are . pro-
perly -and consistently used .only as
this one supreme self-existing Essence
15 considered in different points of
view. For when considered as the
Great First Cause of all things, from
whence the whole universe of animate
and inanimate creation soiely derives

its origin and existence, he is very

expressively and
the Futher. :
<“When he is considered as acting

significantly called

and -evidently intended for the use of in, and actuating his creatures, -and

the society, 1 met with a passage
which appears to me to justiiy the
assertion so often made, that ingeneral
if Quakers would explain themselves,
they would be found not far from
Unitarianism. The Editor observes,
p- 124 _

<« The following explanation of the
Divine Being was found in manu-
script, -a few years ago, bearing the
marks' of not being a very modern
roduetion, but without any clue to
giseover the author. Its coihcidence
with the ‘sentiments of the Editor,
induced him to request a copy of the
individual among whose papers it
was found ; and he trusts it wiil not
be less pleasing to many of his
readers. | |

«« The words, wmn the general; are
placed in brackets, being an -addition
which he has ventured: to insert; as
he does not conceive, by the tenour
of the whole piece, that the aunthor
intended so ungualified a restrictuon
of the several appellations, as his
words may otherwise possibly imply.

““ Qn the Unity of the Godhead, under
the different Appellations of Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.

“ The Father, Son, and Holy Spi-
rit, are not three distinct persons or
essences, but esscntially and identi-
cally one and the same, each signify-
ing the one true God ; and not c¢ol-
lectively unplying a composition or
aggregate in the essentiality of the
IDwinity. FPor he is a pure, simple,
perfect Being, independently suprerne,
without parts and without muxture,
incapable of addition -or -dimwution,
having in himself 1nherently and

administering to them such suitable
help as their situation in the scale of
existence requires, more especially in .
this spiritual and substantial dispensa-
tion, he is then with equal propriety
termed the Son. |

‘¢ Again, as he measurably acts in
the hearts of men 1ndividually, in re-
proving and correcting them for every
impurity of action and intention, in
manifesting in them with eonvincing
celi-evident and undernable clearness,
the path that leads to eternal blessed-
ness with himself, and in enabling
them by the influence of mercy,
love aund strength, to walk and perse-
vere steadily therein during this scene
of mutability and change, he is justly
denominated the Spwa¢, with the em-

_phatical epithet Zfol

Y. .
Such 15 the explimatiou given, . as
I have above stated, in a publication
designed for the use of the Friends. 1
have only to ask, whether. the origi-
nal composer or the approving Editor
can be considered as Triuitarians?.

P. Q.

Sig; - - Feb. 17, 1817..
N Eord Herbert's Life and Reign
of King Henry the Eighth, 1 find
an extraordinary 1mputation . upon
IWolsey, as an encourager of the Lu-
theran heresy. It forms one of the
forty-four articles of accusation brought
against the Cardinal, December 1,
1529, by a Council of Nobles which
Henry appointed to sit for that par-
pose, in the Star Chamber— Afore, as

Chaucellor, being President. The 43

article is as follows : |
¢« Also, whereas in the Parliament
Chamber, and in open Parliament,




M. Bennett'on his' - Disciursé-of Sacrifices,”

Sofimunicdtions and-devices were had
and moved, wherein mentich was,
By an iiedert; made of matters touch-
inig heresies: and "erroneons sects. [t
Wwas- spoken "and reported by eone
bishop' there being present, and con-
fitined by a ggod number of the same
bishops, in presence of all the lords
spiritual and temporal then assembled,
‘that two of the said bishops were
minded and desired to repair unto
the University of Cambridge, for
examination, reformation aud correc-
‘fion- of ‘such errors as then seemed,
and were reported to reign among
the students and scholars of the same,
as well tonching the Lutheran sect
and opinions, as otherwise: the
I.ord- Cardinal iuformed of the good
minds and intents of the said two
bishops 'in that behalf, expressly in-
hibited and commanded them in no
wise 50 to do. By means whereof
the - same error (as they affirmed)
crept more abroad, and took greater
place: saying farthermore, that it
was not in their defaults that the
said heresies were not punished, but
m the said Lord Cardinal; and that
1t 'was no reason any blame or lack
should be arrested [imputed] unto
themn- for this offence. Whereby it
evidently appeareth, that the sad
L.otd Cardinal, besides all his other
heétnous offences, hath been the im-
peacher and disturber of due and
direct correction of heresies; being
highly to the danger and peril of the

whole body and good Christian
people of this your realm.” Herbert.
1740: pP- 228. '

1 find:- nothing of this in Burnett,
nor have 1 met with it elsewhere.
Unfortunately, the time is not men-
tioned when the: Cardinal was sup-
osed thus to shelter frown punishment
these Camliridge heretics. “¢ There
was one John Taverner, organist of
Cardinal College, -Oxford, at its first
éfrection in 1525, who being suspected
of heresy, for hiding Lutheran books
in his music school, was excused by
Cardipal Wolsey.” I quote this
from Dr. Ward's {;ives @f the Gresham
Professors, p. 216, where he appears
to take: the acceunt from a MB. of
Dr. Pepusch.

i d 3
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"Mr. Bennett's Reply to. Crilicigms,: in-

serted in the Evangelical Magazine for

- January, 1817. - -

March 2d, 181%.
L PIPI DO TP P NN oY My

‘¢ Answer a fool according to his folly, lest
he be wise in bhis own conceit.””
Prov. xxvi. 5.

HAD my much learned antagonist
been candid in his criticisms on
my pamphlet, the ‘¢ Discourse on Sa-
crifices ;” had he given his name and
title to the same, which, as a man
of learning, he ought to have dome;
it would then be my duty in an-
swering, to treat him in return with
due respect. But, having withholden
his name from the public, and ad-
vanced his eriticisms anonymously,
and supported his arguments with
scurrilities, I do not find myself bound
to speak with any peculiar degree of
moderation : and if it will' not much
aflect my obscure antagonist, it may
at least be of some advantage to the
Editor of the sacred Evangelical Ma-
gazine. : o

In the above-mentioned Magazine
(page 23) 15 a Review of - A Disecurse
on Sacrifices. By Solomon- Bennett,”
&c. ¢ FThe design of this Disceurse
(1t 1s said) is to refute the doetrine. of
atonement for sin by the sacrifice and
death of the Messiah. With this view
the writer, who describes himself as one
of the House of Israel, undertakes to
prove, first, that the patnarchal sa-
crifices were not expiatory, or offered
with any reference to atonement-of
sins ; secondly, that the shedding of
animal blood was not necessary to the
remission of transgressions under the
law ; thirdly, that the commands re-
lating to sacrifices were merely cere-
momal, Jocal and temporary. The
conclusion he wishes to establish from
these premises, is, that the doctrine of
atonewment for sin by the sacrifice and
death of the Messiah, 1s not counte-
nanced any part of the Old Festa-
ment. ut of all the attempts -that
have been made to impugn this doc-
trine, we remember no one more feeble
than the present.”

It i1s impossible for me consistéent
with the design of your publication
to quote the whole of my ¢ Diseourse:;”
yet 1 shull repeat the dnft of it with
announcing the anthorities from Sewip-
ture which my ambiguous antagonist
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passed. by (either frqm, moliyss. of ig~
nee:Qf Argingice) an suence. -

% { ;hﬂ;(mgard to .the first position, I
st phsepye that in m{ ““ 1Jiscourse”
I have_shewn- plainly that Moses was
upt the first author of sacrifices; that
sacrifices  were  practised by the pua-
triarchis previous to-Moses, as far back

as the creation; that their sacrifices -

were, not absalutely by the shedding of
amimal blood, but they were various,
viz, of wegetables, libations and of ani-
mals ; that their offerings were not by
any particular divine command, but
mcreﬁ' voluntary donations; that their
offerings bad not in any shape refer-
ences to atonement for sin, but were
gifts of mere gratitude and acknow-
ledgimnents of submissionr to that great
Bewng — the Universal Benefactor.
Every one¢ who 1is versed in Scripture
may examine himself the texts, rciativc
. the patriarchal offerings, and he
will find them to have been congenial
to the principles described. But ob-
serve. the insolence of 1y ambiguous
aptagonist. Passing by.in silence all
e authorities I have brought from
Scripture regarding the patriarchal sa-
crifices, he flatly makes this assertion:
¢ In support of the first position, Mr.
B, offers nothing but his own confident
assertion, which he secems to think
will be kindly admitted as.irrefragable
proof.”  Who will not observe the
malicious principle of  .this critic?
Being unable to turn the text to hs
faveurite hypothesis, he thought proper
tQ pass by those authorities. 1n silence,
depending on the ignorance of his ad-
herents for their submission to him.

. In the second position, I have plainly
shewn in my * Discourse,” from Le-
viticus, that the regulations of sacrifices
it contains were also various, viz. of ve-
getalles, antmals and lilations ; that they
were regulated also according to the
circuinstances of the different classcs
of the people, a regulation equally ob-
scrved mn all kinds of offterings, 1
particalar in those of sin aund trespass
offerings.of the poor class, in which a
quantity of flour was appointed and
accepted for their salvation. (See Lev. v.
11—1+4.) From the diversity of sacrir
fices.contaiped in Leviticus, we.behold
the, simple and incoptestuble copclusion,
viz. that the shedding of animal blood
was ingssential and not abs?olu;e in the
systegn of sacrifices, either in ’vvql;%l.pwryl
o¢. 5in. offerings, public or individual

My, Bepgellonbis S Bisroirsaon Sacnificeaiy.

saegifiges;; that.dibatwans and-phncakes
were also.acteptable: i Buwdet s sex
the . acuteness -andviingennity ef: nyy:
opponent, whe made-a:show. .of - his
learning by establizhing bis: favourne
hypothasis en an unaccountable prins
aiple. - Lhus: he. expresses  hinselte
““ Weknow. no mstance which moré
strongly, exemplifies: the maxim,  evs
ceplro frmal regudam, the exception. cen«

Jirms the rule.  Yivery autentive reader

of the Pentateuch niust percetve it to
have been a general and radical prin-
ciple of legal econoemy, that without the
shedding of animal llood there could le no
remission ; for that it was the blood which
made atonement for the soul’’ Let us
now examine his hypothesis. We
know of no code either of divine au-
thority, or civil and political regula=
tions, and reason itself dictates, that a
man is not bound to that law which
it is 1mpossible for him to fulfil, and
therefore no law is enacted for sucha
one as to make him. free from it, and
no laws are enacted: for minutice. -But
our learned critic straugely tells his
readers that the poor class of the people
(though they form a great part i any
nation) are-a mere erception, and ac-
cordingly establishes his hypothess,
““ exceptio firmat regulam.” A strange
doctrine indeeqd! ci could with more
propriety conclude the reverse;, viz.
that vegetalles and &lations. were the
chief objects in-the system of-sacrifices,
but these of enimel sacrifices are. the
exceptjon, and .adapted- only for rich
people, who form .the minor part of
any community, a3, an additional pu-
nishment for their conduct. - However:
I shall not decide.with preference to
either of them which s the absohute
object : the laws regarding shre diversivy
of oftcrings were equally. legul s we have
no nced therefore ‘to be too sanguine
on this account. . | S . -

Another inference he makes thus.:
““ Nor could it with any plaustbhihity be.
pretended that even -m -this case -of
partial egceptian, the renussion of the
offence was wholly wrespective of ani-
mal sacrifice ; while the sacrifices ap-
pointed tor the day of annual expiation

“were expressly declared ¢ to ‘mwake an
l Y

atonement for the children of Israel for
all their sins once a year’.” (Lew. xvi.
34.) Here liea the deficiency of a
competent study of the Hebrew liturgy
aimnong the Christian doctors, who pos-
sess only a mere supenficial and ascanty
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kadw
and swnaheved delibésaned on the par-
trculars eofisthe:divéwsiny - of the daws
codtaimed 1n: the “Meosaic codei: They
respect the Old Testament only so far
as they'can.grasp in it sonréthitig in
behalf of tliretr system of religion, But
different was the cuse with the Rabbis,
as the: chians of - that vode and the
oral laws; and in the pointin qnestion
they instracted us, taking into consider-
ation. the variety of sacrifices appointed
o all sins and trespasses; either of the
t(‘tblic at large or those of individuals.
Vhat then were these appointed for
the atonmement day? Thev gave the
explanation that as all the sin of-
ferings are Y- for trespasses Liown
and confessed by the aggressors, so
these of the annual atonement day
were for the generality at large, on
account -of A1 MY oY Pro NI
transgressions committed irnadvertently,
or things which individuals of a com-
munity may be ignorant of. Such
aggressions are frequently committed
in the career of human life, either ig-
norantly or innocently. - T'he sacrifices
appointed for the annual atonement
day being for the commuunity at large,
they were then brought from the public
treasure, and "had no particulars in
view but to expiate transgressious in-
advertently done; nor had they any par-
ticular class ‘in view, whesher poor or
rich, though my learned critic would
establish a new objéect wnknown to the
then existing Isractites—why.? because
it-suits his b%oody gystem. R
“ As:ito the third position (my an-
tagonist continues), to affirm that com-
raandsiabout saerifices were ceréemeonial,
is hittle -otherwise than equivalent to
saying that:commands abeut ceremnos
nies. areveremonial commaods; which
of course will rot be:disputed. But
how this sage observation contributes
any suppert to-the conclusion -which
Mr. B. wonld "establish, he has not
shewn. To regard them as mrere ce-
rernonies destitute of all- spiritual sig-
nificance, is truly degrading to a rchigion
of heavenly ongin.” Now observe
rcader! [n my ¢ Disconrse on Sacri-
fices” I have quoted many passages
out of the Prophetical Boeks and the
Psalins :. all speak in one plain lan-
uage, and in unison with -that of
gcremiah’s saving, ‘“ For 1 spake not
unto your fathers, nor did 1 command
tfiem in the day that- I brought them
out of the l:xm{ of Egypt, concerning

re/-of whe: ovigitsil! Scripture,’

burnt offerings’ anid sacrifices : ‘but this

I commanded them, sayiig, ‘obey: 1fiy
voice, and 1 will be your God, 8c¢.”
(Jer. vii. 22, 23.Y Or this' of Micah's
saying, ¢ Wherewith shall ¥ appear
before God, and bow myself before the
Eternal One? Shalll I come before
him with burnt offerings, with calves
of a year old? &c. He hath instructed
thee, O man, what is good ; and what
doth God require of thee, but to do
justice, to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God?™ (Miecah vi.
6-—8.) The Bible is open to every
reader, and my ¢ Discourse” to evér'g
inqguirer; -in which the candid an
inquisitive wilk meet with plain aa-
thorities deduced from Scripture, that
the whole system regarding sacrifices
orcdained in the Mosaic code, was
neither essential for human salvation,
nor absolute commandments, but merely
ccremontal and local; otherwise how
could all the Prophets be in unison im
exclaiming against absolute lavws, and
which are essential to human salvation,
so as to declare them null? Oné of
those misstons must then absolutely
have been false. Notwithstandiog,
my much learned antagonist did not
endeavour to advance any thing to re-
concile those scriptural’ coutradictions,
but passes by all the authorities in an
entire silence; and conceitedly tells
bis Evangelical readers, * but how this
sage observation contributes anv -sup=
pert to the conclusion which Mr.
would establish, he has not shewn.”

. Notwithstanding the omission of the
scripturatauthorities'which I brought 6
prove the invalidity of sacrifices, my
learned ahtagouist did not forget tobnng
to recollection that abstruse 53d chapter
of Isatah, as a proof of his Trnuitanan’
hypothesis, saying, ¢ How much more
worthy of the Divine Legslator do
thiey appear, when considered as fy-
pical of him who, according to the pre-
dictions of Isaiah, was to bear the sin
of many, and to make his coul an of-
fering for sin,” Bcc. as well this of tlie
110th Psalin, which he continued,
‘¢ The priesthood of Auron hus been
superseded by hun who was predicted
by David, as a priest for ever aflter the
order of Melchizedek.” . Ou the false
translations and the hypatbresis  de-
doced from these texts, as the “lnnits
of your publication du not addimir their
insertjon, 1 shall refer the reader to
my work, entitled ¢ The Constancy
of Israel,” Part I 1 which Lic wall

-
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nveet with the simple- translation and
tiucidation of these chapters.
" Returning to the point in guestion :
1 think that I have shewn authoritres
from Scripture sufhicient enough to
prove that the shedding of ammal
blood was inessential for the remission
of sin, according to the Mosaic code
itself ; and according to the Prophetical
Books we obtain the knowledge that
the order of sacrifices in general was
inessential to religion, not absolute for
salvation, and accordingly they were
but ceremonial, local and temporary.
What I have proved from beripture,
‘1 have corroborated also in my ¢ Dis-
course,” from our rabbinical writings.
For, those who are acquainted with
the ancient history of Judaism know
well, that during the whole great
period (500 15’:ea-rs) of the second tem-
ple, in which sacrifices were practised
by the inhabitants of the mother
country (Palestine) in its full length ;
et the innumerable synagogues and
colleges of the Hebrews then es-
‘tablished at their great dispersion,
like those of Babylon, Persia, Assyria,
"Egypt, &c. all were independent of
the pontifical orders of Jerusalem,
and had nothing to do with sacrifices ;
‘nor did the Doctors of the temple of
Jerusalem accept any sacrifiees when
brought from without Palestine;
instances of which I have quoted In
the ‘¢ Discourse,” out of the Misch-
nah. In short, I have there stated
‘matters of fact, and incontradictory
“historical truths. But, observe m
Jearned and much pious critic tells
‘his readérs, < Mr. B. also misrepre-
“sented the doctrine of the Mischnah,
‘as well as of the Pentateuch,” with-
‘out shewing the propriety of that
‘assertion, in what manner or instance
3t was misrepresented.
- Bat let us bning to the test the
last. and strongest argument, which
my pious and devout antagonist ad-
vanced to the public notice. Thus
he argues: < We have no doubt of
‘the writer's Jewish descent; but we
‘are ready to ask, is he a member of
the synagogue? Does he statedly at-
tend its services? Does he unite in
-those liturgical forms which he repre-
sénts as of such high antiquity, &c. 2"
He then concludes his arguments:
¥¢ What then must we think of Mr.
B.'s sivcerity in the synago%sle, or his
consistency out of it?”- y pious

who 1s

M. Benitets-on his ¢ Discotirse on Sadrifices:”

critic continues his? scarrifoad and
abusive arguments in-the sathe-styhé,
which for brevity -sake ‘onfy 1 -thiuk
unnecessary to quote. - e

Whether this last is a@ fair argument
on the peint in question, 1 leave to
the judgment of impartial readefs to
decide. But how' came ke to- the
knowledge of these particulars respect-
ing Mr. B.? 1t will be undoubtedly

questioned, who were the informers

respecting his character? for surely

those Christians who attend to ‘hear
the frequent .concerts at the great
synagogue, have no knowledge what-
ever of Mr. B. I am fully convinced
that hberal-minded men will think
with me, viz. that such vilifying ‘a¥-
guments deserve no notice; m pae-
ticular, as I (thanks to the Omnipo-
tent) do not depend on clerical or
rabbinical support, nor am 1 in any
shape whatever interested in my lite-
rary pursuits. Hard labour, strict ho-
nesty and sobriety are the chief princi-
ples of my religion. What I do or
what I write is with conscience and
disinterestedness. Can Rablis or Re-
verends say the same 2 - The opinions of
others affect me little whilst I give no
cause of complaint against me: one
cannot please the world at large;
sycophants are in our time prevailing
and more prosperous. To apologize
therefore t» hypocrisy or ignorance
ma&be egually pusillanimous. '
et, as our Rabbis (ef old) in-
structed us from the reply of Hanmah
to Eli, saying, ¢ No my Lord, 1 am
a woman of a sorrowful spirit, but "1
have not drunk either wine or ahy
strong drink, &ec.” (I Sam. 1. 152)
YW P mopx w1 e vormn CEé,
is falsely . suspected of -any
thing, is bound to clear himself of
it.”  Therefore, with regard to-the
above-mentioned charges, 1 shzll in-
form my sagacious critic, that I was
always and am® stilla member of the

,swxagogue in ury country’ (Poland3,
t

ough not of this of Duke’s: Place:;
that I was always and*am still . jam
YpY pan oM ¢ a cordial adénirer
and honourer of literary men of all
classes.’”” I shall also'tell him, that'l
have seen (in London-in ‘partreular)
hundreds of Jews who' btlong to-tHe
synagogue and attend its sérvices, arid
{et are a disgrace to the hame "6f

JIsrael ; thousands of Christians who

belong to and attend: the- churches,



Resnarks on the Qluuary of Alr. John Fordham, &'c.

and yst are a- disgrace to Christianity ;
and:[.shall take a step farther, viz.
that I have seen divines who are even
a disgrace to the hnman race at large;
aad, if such examples are the stand-
erds, and the absolute proofs of reli-
gion and piety, I do not wish to be
counted amoung them.

.~ SOLOMON BENNETT.

', “.,S.IR, Sandon, March 31, 1817.

"J N the Obituary of Mr. John Ford-
ham, of Kelshall, in the Reposi-
tory for December, 1816, [ X1. 7337,
it 1s satd of him, that he was ¢ a
smnan remarkable for his frank, straight-
forward integrity.”  Obitnaries in
general, are, 1 think, dictated more by
the spirit of affection, than by the
spirit of truth. But the above-men-
tioned piece of encomium was without
doubt eminently due to the character
of the dead. 'T'he writer however of
the obituary proceeds to say, that
‘¢ he seldom made his own creed the
subject of conversation, and appeared
to have no desire to make converts
to his own opinions.” Yet, it is a
little after asserted, that the deceased
*“was accustomed to remark, that
CORLroversy was necessary to a more
carrect knowledge of the Scriptures,
the best antidote against bigotry, and
.na bad remedy to the errors of educa-
tion;” and .that ‘“amoung his par-
ticular. friends he was fond of pro-
moting religious discussions.” I shall
‘not  stop -to reconcile these apparent
contradictidns, but. shall proceced to
Jyemark, that to feel no desire to make
converts to our own opinions, uab-
stractedly. considered, i1s I think no
matter of praise. It either 1mplies
that our opinions are worth nothing,
or that we are very indifferent to the
progress of truth. Now if our opi-
nions are Christian opinions, we are
bound as Chuistians to make as many
converts to them as lies within our

wer ; and’ if .our opinions are not
christian, then we ought not to possess
them ourse}ves. If my opinions are
true and beneficial to. myself, they
must be equally beneficial to others,
because they are founded in Scripture ;
at.Jleast [ believe so, and 1 ought to
act consistently with my own belief.
If my opinions are worthless, I may
safely enough put them under  the
bushel ; . but. 1f .they are Christian’s

pog

principles, I ought. to set them .on
a table, that like a candle they may
give light to all around them. Was
Jesus or his apostles indifferent abiout
making coaverts to their opinidns?
On the contrary, they came into the
world, and spent their titme abowut
nothing else but making converts,
and they were certainly not afraid
of ‘¢ controversial preaching,” but
““ disputed daily 1n the temple, and
in the open air” with all manner of
people, and frequently among them-
selves. This i1s the proof of a good
cause. <Jesus and Paul, unlike our
modern scribes and pharisees, no
where << deprecated  controversial
reaching.” Jesus said to Pilate, ¢ [
Eave ever spoke openly to the world
I ever taught in the synagogues and
in the temple, whither the Jews
always resort, and in secrez have 1
said nothing.” We cannot open a
page of the Life aof Jesus Christ, but
we find him involved in public dispa-
tations.. Without controversy the hu-
-man mind would stand stil: teath
would make no. progress: darkness
and superstition would perpetually
reign in the world. This 1s thé case
with Spamn and Italy, and this will
continue to be the case wherever con-

troversy 1s deprecated,
G.F.-

< Bath, March 20th, 1817.
Sirg,
HE death of your very valuable
friend, Mr. Mackmurdo, [p. 58],
grieved me very much. 1 most sin-
cerely sympathize with his good family
for their great loss. He was a truly
good man, and an uniform inqguirer
after truth, and professed it openly
in the view of all the world. [If we
had many such in different parts of the
country, we should soon be able tg
witness a great reformation. |
To the entertaining article of Mrs.
Miner's death, [p. 117], may be
added an anecdote relating to Dr.
Goldsmith. The Doctor who was
master of the school, was particularly
‘noted * for detecting impostors. On
one day, when Goldsmith had taken
a walk, one whom the Doctor had in
conversation with him was discovered .
as he thought to be an imipostor: as
soon.as he was gone, the Dcstor sent
after Goldsmith, having just paid huyp
an halF year’s salary, to guard him



against so vile a cheat, and when he
eame in, hoped he said, that he had
At met with the enemv. But Gold-
smith had met with him, and being
examined by the Doctor, found to his
confusion that Goldsmuh had given
him all he had.

Above two months ago, died at
Boston, Mr. Kirk Root, born at
Derby, who had resided there above
thlrty years, and by his mdustry had
acqmred a handsome fortune. He
was a generous Englishman, and
attentive to the wants of his fellow
creaturcs, particnlarly to those who
were strangers in  distress. Many
such he found, and cheerfully re-
leved them, and at the same time

disecovered that - his circumstances
were constantlv meliorating in pro-
Ma there

rtion to his liberality.
Eﬁ many such many who wnll be-
come truly wise and happy for ever.

] long to hear of the progress and
the speedy publication of Mr. Weil-
belm*ed ‘Bible, and hope that it will
be a great improvemnent of our present
wslatmn The word hell 10 our
present copics of the Old Testament,
ia the original means the grave, and
i hope will be so rendered by this
mgenious translator. Another thing
to be considered is, whether the
curses in many places of the Psalms
and of the Praphets, should not be
placcd in the future tense instead of
the imperative mood; as when 1t is
said, may snch or such curses come
wpon tum, will not the original bear to
have it rendered, such parncular Curscs
wil come upon hun? ‘Thus the Old
aod New Testament will perfectly
ageee. 1 need not mentian the text,
thowght it not rollery, @e. besides
many others which must occur to the
reader.

. The letter which you have tran-
scribed froon a Cork paper, [p. 123],
must have been written by * * & *,
He who rendered rcconciliation afone-
ment, now procceds farther and deno-
minates Unuitanans [eists. His at-
tempt may impose upon ignorant
modcrns, but in the end will prave an
aptidote against imposition. When
men lcarn righteousness they will
hecome lovers of truth, for every
erath lcads to rightcousness, which s
the caze with all the truths of the

lﬂgssgd ospel.
&P W. IL.

On the Religiows Rites observed in Rome, 1816.

Str, Aprit Gk, 1819, -
-LADY has commrunicated to me
some remarks en the letter which

you did me the favour ol iuserting in
vour interesting Miscellany [p. 153],
on the rites of the Romish church as
they are celebrated in the gramd seat
of Christian idolatrv. But before |
give thein to you, 1 must take the
hberty of correcting orne or two typo-
graphical errors, which arose probably
from the incorreciness of my - hand-
writing. In line 35 of page 154,
wafer ts priuted instead of water. In
the 5th line from the bottom of, the
same coluinn, is Transted instead of
Transtib, a word meaninz beyond
the Tiber. The lady abovesinen-
tioned, obscrves that I have omitted
the biessmg of the horses on the 17th
of January, and the blessing of two
lambs on the 21st, with whose wool
the clouks sent bv the Pope to the
Archbishops are trimmed. 'The wolto
sanlo 1s explained by her in the fol-
lowing manner. According to the
Papistical faith, as Christ was ascend-
ing Mount (,alvarv, Saint Verenica
%ave him her handkerchief to wng:
18 face, and the impression of t
fecatures remained on it. This hand-
kerchief if you can believe it, is now
in existence, and bhas been sacred]y
preserved since that time. In line 17
of page 155, the inages of the Virgia
Mary, should have been the resem-
blances of the Virgin Mary, and in
line 19 read in representation of the
cternal feast. "Fo the exposiuon on
the 20th of [December, is. {o be added
that of the ﬁnﬂcr of the Apostlc
Thomas.

Since writing 1y last letter to you,
I have becomne possessor of a most
invaluable relic, namely, a piece of
the bone, what bone 1 do net knowe,
of the holy Aposile St. Thomas. It
15 so small that it might ahnost escape
herctical eyes, but 1 shall have great
pleasure in shewing it to you and to
somne of your readers. 1f either yeum
or they have any doubts . the
subject, [ will do all that | can to
remove them, by shewing you- the
testimonial. of a venerable bishop.
who has signed it with Ins seal of
ofhce, amd  you think it worth{
of a place 1w your Misce
will send you a cepy of it, mth,

transiation.
CHRI] STIANUS.

e~
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Cae qussulman Pilgrimage.

+ Motaat- A rafat -is' the -priacipal ob-
ject-oi-the - pgrimage -of the -Mussul-
men ; . and .several Doetom ..assert;
that- if- the -house of (eod ceased -to
exist, the - pilgrimage to the former
wounld becompletely merttorious, and
wpald - proaace the - same degree of
saﬂsfaeno& ' I‘lzzs s - my opzmon like=
wige.

+-It s here that, the grand -spectacle
of the pilgrimage of the Mussulimen
mwst be seen, an innumerable crowd
of men: fmm 4}l -nations and of all
calours,- coming from the extremities
of -the earth, through a thousand
dangers; and-encountering fatigues eof
every description, -to adore together
the .same God, the God of nature.
The npative of Circassia presents his
hapd .in a friendly manner to the
Ethiopian, or the Negro of Guinea ;
the LIndian and the Persum embrace
the inhabitant of Barbary and Mo-
reeco’; all loeking upon each other as
bmtbers or individuals of the same
family united by the bands of religion ;
anyg tge greater part speaking or under-
standing more or less the same lan-
guage, ‘the language of Arabta. No,
there is not any religion that presents
to the senses. a qpecjacle more stmple,
affecting - and majestic ! Phﬂosophers
of the earth ! rpermit me, Al Bey,
defend my religion, as you defend
spirreual. t{ungs from these which
are material,. the plenum against a
vVacuumi, 'and the necessary existence
of the creation. |

. Here, as I remarked in the narra-

tive of smy vayage to Morocco, i1s no
intermediary between man and the
divimity ; all individuals are equal
before their Creator ;- all are 1mu-
wsately. persuaded that their works
alone seconcile thenr to, or separate
them from the Supreme Being, with-
out amy foreign hand bemmg able to
change the order of rmmutable jus-
twwet . What a earb to sin! What
arr’ encouragement to virtue! But
what a misforture that, with so inarry
adventages,  we shonld not be better
thats the Calvintses? ..
Fraz:el.s Q/ Al Bc_/, H 36,

~Y v
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- No. CCXCIX. s i-a
- Perfect Allusion.

"An allusion pleases, by presentmg
a new and beautiful image to the
mind. The analogy or the resem-
blance betwecen this image and the
principal subject is agreeable of itself,
and is i1ndeed necessary, to fumash
an apology for the transition which
the writer makes; but the pleasure
is wonderfully hexghtened, W%Len .the
new image thns resented 1s a beauu-
ful one. oilowing. allusion.in
one of Mr. Homes tragedies, appears

to me to unite alimost every exeel-

lencc :

§¢ Hope and fear, altemate, sway’d
his breast; :
‘¢ Like hight and shade upon a wavmg

field,

« Coursmg each othe,r, when the ﬂymg
clouds

¢¢ Now hide, and now rcveal the sun.”

" Here the analogy is remarkably
Eerfect, not only between light and

ope and between darkness and -feary
but between the rapid suecessian of
light and shade and the momentary
influences of these opposite emouonsy
and, at the same .tiime, the . Hew:
image which is presented to - ws,! 13
one of the most beautiful-and smkmg
in nature.

Dugeald Stewart's Elements, I.3 }6 ;

317. | .
- el . v ¥
No. CCC. s
- Maxim of - Ecclesiasticss

St. Austin has well expressed. th&
maxim .of all sound Churchimen- Ak
the Qrthodox or Catholic, that is, ‘thie
more powerful, Church. The saitr
having laid down the gospel accor
to his own liking, (Ad Maretlnsd
adds, very signifieantly, His qui ecoms
tradicit, ant « Christt fide alienum' est;
ant est Fleereticus; that 13 ' plain
English, << He sthat contradxcts me is
a Heathen or a Heretic.”

No. CcCClI. - -
Irngality of Nature. *
Natare (says Fonteticlle) is a great
housewife, she always nrakes use of
what costs least, let the diflercnce be
ever so inconsiderable : and’ vet that
frugality i1s accompanied withr aty
extraordinary magniticence, which
shines throuzh all her works ; that e
she 15 ma'rmh(em in the desigm t:n’tt'
frugal 1o the execution.
v o
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‘¢ 8till pleased to praise, yet not afrdid to blame.””—PoPrE.

ART. I.—FEthical Questions; or Specu-
lations on the Principal Suljects of
Controversy in Moral Philosophy. B
T. Cogan, M.1). Author of a Pn-
losophical Treatise on the Passions,
&c. 8vo. pp.448. Cadell and
Davies. 1817.

YHE mutual dealing of mankind is
so similar, that 1t might lead us
to infer, that there is not much differ-
ence in their opinion of haman nature;
yet it is certain there 1s no subject upon
which men, plain aswell as speculative,
think more differently. While some
see 1n it only what is corrupt and base
and proper to be exterminated as soon
as 1t 1s created, others find in it capacity
of every virtue and predominant dispo-
sitions, generally to goodness, and often
to great moral excellence. Itisa little
remarkable, that the sceptical philoso-
pher and the Calvinistic theologian,
though at variance in most of their
opinions, have laboured together in the
degradation of our cornmon nature ; for
while one declares that man has no
moral worth, the other maintains that
bis intellectual faculty is wholly tnade-
quate to the discovery of truth. Thus
virtue and knowledge are both beyond
the reach of his nature; and from the
hands of these spoilers man comes, not
surely as he comes from the hand of
his Maker, without a trace erther of
the intellectual or moral image of the
Creator.

The author of the present volumne
is well known to most of our readers
as an advocate of human nature; and
baving formerly defended it ably against
the charge of innate and hereditary
depravity, he has in the work under
review ' entered his plea against the
degradation of our intellectual nature,
by asserting its sufficiency to explore
truth. In both he appears the zealous,
enlightened, and, we think, victorious
advocate, in a cause which is not bad,
though it has been accidentally and in-
(}ustr'ibusly Perplexed. We learn from
the Doctor’s preface that the present
volume, - with the exception of the
&itrictu'rkcs on Dr. Beatutie's Issay on
Truih,1s an off.shoot from the Analysis
of the Passions. The first Enquiry,
@)n the Sources of Rational Conviction,

gument which destroys

is a matural and useful intredmction te.
the ensuing speculations. It myst
be read. with pleasure by every man
who respects human nature and valuey
truth, and with profit by those espg-~
cially who are entering on the study of
moral and mental philosophy. "The
arrangement i1s clear, the expression
luminous, the reasoning sound, and it
i1s altogether a powerful antidote to
universal scepticism ; and on this ac-
count it deserves the attention of those
who, finding that they have much to
unlearn, are half inclined to excuse
themselves from the labour of enquiry,
by rashly concluding that nothing can
be known by man.

¢< There must be,’”” says our author,
¢¢ such a thing as truth. This assertion
will be acknowledged by every man, except-
ing a most determined sceptic ; and it 1s
impossible for him to confuteit. IHe wheo
would persnade us that truth does not exist,
is still attempting to establish the truth of
his own position.”’-—P. 4. -
¢ Truth is, and must be, beneficial in
its nature ; crror must be peraictous. The
one is a sure guide ; the foundation upon
which we miust build to be secure. We
must khow that things are, what they are,
how they are, and what powers they pos-
sess, before swye can act in a maoner cerre-
spondent with their patures. Ervor niust
be pernicious, as it cannot be acted upon;
it always deceives and disappoints. |
~ ¢¢ Truth is important, because it respect
existences and relations which may have
an influence upon our well-being ; and
without which well-being can never be
obtained,”"—P. 5.

On the attempt to discredit the evi-
dence of the senses it is acutely- re-
marked : |

‘““In a word, the strange hypothesis
confutes itself. It is supported by an ar-
the objection.
How can the abjector know that our sepses
deceive us at any time? It can alone be
by the accurate discoveries of these very
senses.  Thus is he compelled to place his
confidence ih a testimony which he pro-
fessedly rejects.”’—P. 9.

- 'The sameé reasoning is applied to the
evidence of testimony™
¢« We cannet . know that falschood ang

esror exist, hut by the disgoverv.of a truth}-
Every one who believes that falschoods ard
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detected, must believe in the facts which
bave led to the detection.  We must thyre-
fore believe in the existence of a tiuthj
though we may in many cases he_ ignorant
where it is to be fouand.”’—P. 18.

In the same manner it is argued re-
specting knowledge, regained “tlitough
the medium of memory :

‘“ Here we may also urge, that there can
be no method of detecting a delusion in
some cases, but by being convinced of
realities in others. We could not form an
1dea of a deception, if we were always
deceived. It is a deviation from the usual
tenor, which convinces us of a possibility
in some ecases, and an imposstbility in
all.”’—P, 31.

On self-evidence our author asks:

. ‘¢ Strictly speaking, can any thing be
said to be self-evident, exclusive of sensi-
.ble objects ? A man can advance no argu-
meénts ta prove that he sees, hears, smells,
and feels, stronger than the report of his
semses ; but whatever is not an immediate
object of sense, reguires a certain degree
ofthought. It requires a process, to which
self-evidence cannot be applied, in its lite-
ral sense, though it is by courtesy as ex-
pressive .of extremely quick perception.
Should the truth cf this observation be
doubted, we may still assert, without the
fear -of eonfutation, that numerous axioms
which are currently reccived as first prin-
ciples, and as it were prior to all reasoning,
have originally gone through a process
which has escaped the memory.”’—Pp. 53,
o4. '

1t would be gratifying to ourselves

had we space” to present our readers
withan analysis of this disquisttion on
Ratonal ‘Conviction, with which the
volume operns, and of that with which
it concludes, On Moral Obligation, 4s
they form together a masterly view of
the nature of man in his domj{»le capa-
city of a creature formed both for con-
templation and action.

The second Speculation is, On Dis-
interested Benevolence, and we agree
with' the aanthor that <« what seems to
deécide "this question is the fact, that,
in n6 one instance, is the pleasure de-
tived from the excitement of a passion
a motive for the indulgence of that pas-
sieu ;. or the pain which 1t accasions,
the sgle. motive to liberate ourselves

rom 1t.” | |
s Gan there be moare propricty in the
assertion, that when we fee]l distress at the
distress of another, we relieve him merely to
Bit rid 6F obr dwu saiferings; than'in the
jlotttibs,’ that when wé' feal wnd Ay from
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danger it is not to escape the danger, but

to be released from the fear.? or when we
'Tejuice, it is not on account of the good in

contemplation, but because of the pleasant
effects of the joy itself?’’—P. 95.

¢¢ The object of the passion suggests the
motive for action, and not the desire to i/~
dulge, or to be exempt from, the sensation
peculiar to the passion. If this be the case
in every instance which concerns ourselves,
a parity of reasoning requires us to expect
the same law of human agency respecting
others ; particularly as this mode of reason-
ing so perfectly coincides with the con-
sciousncss of everv benevolent mind, which
the other system so strangely opposes.’’—
P. 97.

The third Enquiry respects the Ex-
istence of a Moral Sense, to which 1t
i1s objected that <¢ if a moral sense ex-
isted, of thre nature, and for the purposcs
supposed by its advocates, a dispute
concerning its existence could not have
arisen. 'T'he mental sense would have
been as obvious as any of the corporeal
senses. 'The man whose olfactory
nerves are in such a healthy state that
he can distinguish odours, never calls
their existence into question. Every
one knows that he has optics to see and’
distinguish objects, and an ear to dis-
tinguish sounds. The reluctance with
which the doctrine of a sixth sense is
received by one party, and the inca-
pacity of the other to demonstrate its
existence, fully prove that the cases are
nat perfectly parallel, and lead us to
suspect that there may be an essential
discrepancy.” On this objection it
seems just to remark, that the advocates
of the moral sense never could intend
to use the word in precisely the same
meaning, as when it is applied to the
faculty of perceiving external objects
through the corporeal organs. They
applied it analogically to the mental
power of distinguishing between moral
good and evil, and analogies do not re-
aire that the cases be perfectly parallel.

"e extract the following passage, be-
cause it presents briefly and at once
the Doctor’s theory of moral senti-
nients. .

‘¢ We have attempted to prove that the
grand characteristic of virtue consists in
its being an cnergy of mind, designedly
exerted by a voluntary agent, productive
of personal or social advantages, accord-
ing to certain invariable principles; and
that vice, notwithstanding its personal
gratificatipiis and temporary advantbgds,
is id its own hdture inimical to permanent
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happiness. We have also shewn that our
love of good, and our hatred of whatever
appears to be an evil, enstamps a value
upon every thing which contributes to
good ; and we approve of the intentional
agent : whereas we bate whatever we
deem 1njurious in its tendency, and se-
verely censure a designing agent. We
have shewn, moreover, that the degrees
of our approbation or censure, are always
proportionate to the perception of degrees
in the merit or demerit of an action,
connected with the extent of good or of
evil produced. These pleasant or un-
pleasant sensations may rise to very strong
emotions ; from simple approbation, which
seems to be the decision of the judgment,
connected with a certain seatiment of
feeling of the heart, they may swell to
enthusiastic applause; and from the
mildest censure they may become indigua-
tion and horror. Thus we commend
prudence and discretion; we applaud
incorruptible integrity; and we adwmnire
with raptures the extraordinary exertions
or sacrifices of benevolence. We disap-
prove of imprudence, condemn injustice,
and hold acts of cruelty iun detestation.
There are, in like manner, the nicest
gradations observable in our complacen-
tial aftections. A certain degree of worth
attracts our esteem; we say the character
is estimable. 'The characters of others
call forth respect and veneration; and of
others our warmest admiration. On the
contrary, displacency, at some actions,
if they be more strongly marked with folly
than with vice, will produce the not
unpleasant, but the satirical and cor-
rective emotion of irrision; while others
create disrespect, contempt, disdain, &ec.
according to our perceptions of meanness,
or peculiar baseness of character and
conduct. We have remarked that in
these affections a bad opinion of the agent
is inspired by the love of virtue, united
with an inward consciousness that we are
superior to these vices.”’—Pp. 123—125.

The fourth Speculation 1s on the
long contested Doctrine of Philoso-
hical Necessit What especiall
phica cssity. e ltcm y
demands rmn('e in this Fssay is tlie
author’s opinion, that the opposite hy-
potheses mlght be 1n soine sort recon-
ciled, 1f their advocates would agree in
the rejection of certain terms, such as
¢ must,” and ¢ necessary,” and m the
substitution of others less liable to be
mistaken.

“¢< Jt (the word Necessity) has a ten-
dency to confound two things which diffor

cssentially. It places mechanical or phy-
sical agency, over which the will may not
have any power, upon the same line
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with moral agency, where the agent feels

that he has a wi// in the action; and it
leads the opponent, or the libertipe,
into conclusions which are erroneous: or
immoral.

‘¢ The phrase which is sometimes used
to distinguish the necessity for which it
is contended, from the others, is in itself

an acknowledgment that there is a dif-
fcrence ; but 1t does not state in what
the difference specifically consists. It is

termed plilosophical necessity. 1If philo-
sophical were thought to be the same as
physical necessity, the epithet would not
have been prefixed. But this phrase is
not explicit or peculiarly appropriate.
Strictly speaking, physical necessity is as
philosophical as the other; although the
moral philosopher claims an exclusive
right to it, without informing wus en
what this claim is founded. Should he
allege that mnorael conduct is of a superior
character to physical itmpulse, and de-
serves an honourable distinction, the
answer is, that this superiority consists
in the possession of a will, and « power
to act according to this will. It is this
prerogative which characterizes human
agency ; constitutes the excellency, dig-
nity, and importance of moral conduct,
and ought to place it at a due ‘distance
from a word which insinuates the reverse,
every time it is uttered.””—Pp. 164, 165.
¢¢ If the necessarian will not be so
very tenacious of the words muwst, cgnnot
act otherways, &c. &c. when he speaks
of any particular or specific act of the will,
the advocate for free agency will be dis-
posed to admit the grand principle, that no
man has ever acted without a motive ; that
the strongest inducement became the
motive ; that it became the strongest at
the time, by appearing to be most adapted
to bis purpose ; that this purpose con-
sisted 1n the possession of some good.
He will acknowledge that no man can
desire greater freedom, than that of

following his ewn inclinations.”” — Pp.
165, 166.
‘¢ Nor are the designs of the neces-

sarian so well answered by the pertinacious
and partial use of the favourite expression.
It 1s the professed object to enforce the
doctring of an extensive and invariable
coneatenation. But as the buman will
forms so important a link in the chain,
it ought to be perpetually noticed and
respected ; and its powers of choice should
be carefully distinguished from every
species of physical agency.””—P. 166.

If the two hypotheses differed but in
words ; or if achange of terms could
change the nature of the facts, or prave
that the difference has been only 1n
words, we should rejoice to see a con-
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troversy--hitherto so- perplexing laid
asleep for ever: but it seems to us
that this method of reconciliation is to
evade, and not confront the difficulties
of the question. T'he objection of the
libertarian is this, that according to the
hypothesis of his opponent, the state of
the mind which immediately precedes,
and indeed produces the physical or
corporeal action, that state to which
we give the name volition, is itself
produced by causes, whether within
or without the mind, over which the
agent has no control, and for which
therefore, though he may be made
accountable in fact, he cannot be re-
sponsible in equity.  And it is no suf-
ficient answer to his objection, ‘¢ that
according to these laws of concatena-
tion, not an event can arrive, nor can
an action be performed, which is not
to be ascribed to a series of preceding
causes and effects; yet we are to re-
collect that the will of man is not only
one of the links, but it is a link of
peculiar energy and importance; and it
often takes the lead, in a manner which
is more than an equivalent for the ap-
parent disgrace of submission. 1f 1t be
the effect of preceding circumstances,
it is, in Its turn, a cause of numberless
other effects. It introduces and con-
ducts the most important events. It
erccts, establishes and destroys empires.
If it be the parent of vice, it 1s also the
parent of virtue. It is this which sub-
dues vice, arrests 1ts pernicions conse-

uences, dirccts to right conduct, and
?Osters all the principles of religion and
moralify. It 1s the will of mman which
turns a wilderness into a garden, and
renders deserts fruitful. It cultivates
all the sciences, and introduces every
useful art. It is incessantly working its
way through difficulties innumerable,
and perfecting itself 1n its progress.”
It is admitted that ‘¢ the act being per-
formed, the whole process of volition
1s terminated, and ar] power respecting
it terminates also. The deced must
now work its own way, to the pro-
duction of good or evil. From abso-
lute masters, as we thought ourselves
before the commission, we now fecl
that we are compelled to le passwe sub-
gects, to the whole train of consequences
induced by it:” and the reason is,
that the action proceceds through all
its conscquences according to the wun-
alterable laws of nature, over which
the agent has no control: but 1s not
this also true of the state of the mind,

or the volition, which tmmediatel
preceded the outward action, as well
as of all the consequenices which
follow? "And how does it appear
to be  miore just and reasonable, that
I should be made responsible for the
volition which 1s one link in the
chain of fixed concatenation, than far
any other link, since of neither of them
am 1 absolute master, or master at all
unless subjection to laws and contral
of laws are the same thing. If every
link in the chain is what, and wheje
it is, in the order of nature, and by the
operation of its laws, to make me ac-
countable for any link, and volition as
much as the rest, 1s to make me re-
sponsible that nature i1s what it is, and
to regard the subject of naturai laws as
if he were the author of them. Thus
reasons the hbertarian; and i1t 1s evi-
dent that nothing can satisfy his notion
of just responsibility, but the admission
of a power in man, which is indeed
derived from God, but which, being de-
rived, has a sphere of uncontrolled and
independentoperation,and isthe proper
and ultimate author of its own agts. -

~ In the two succeeding Essays we are
upon controversial ground. In both
our author attacks literary names of
high reputation ; and in the latter he
questions opintons, some of which
have net commonly been opposed with
such a firm aspect of open hostility.
Iu his preface Dr. C. informs us, that
m consequence of long residence in
foreign parts, his refutation of Beattie's
Essay on Truth was written before
Priestley’s examination of it had fallen
into his hands. The question 12 well,
argued, and the doctrine ably exploded.
1f any of our readers have cither any
doubts upon the subject, or any desire
to become acquainted at very little ex-
pcuse of time and labour with the
merits of a question, which was agitated
for a short time with much warmth
on both sides, though with little parity
of rcasoning, we can recommend this
J<asay to his perusal, as at once concise
and satisfactery. Some of the oppo-
nents of the doctrine of common senue
have unwarily and 1nconsistently ad-
niitted the existence of sclf-evident
truths ; bat Dr. C. was too well ac-
quainted with his ground to concede
what 1s merely assumed, and what, if
proved, would have made his victory a
task of mnch greater difficulty.

<< I think (he says) that I have provcd,
that the proposition which is most cleaily
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pereeired,. .cannot be termed self-cvident,
aggording ta -the meaning which is eagerly
aponexed .to the term; that there must

ve been an mtcllcctual process, however
rapld that if an axiom be clear tp the
mathemattcxau or metaphysician, it is
not to an uncultivated mind. When
pliilosophers commence their abstruse
researches, it is always at a mature age.
They enter their studies with the immense
advantage of a previous education. They
liave imperceptibly bcen gathering up
principles  in their infancy, &hildhood,
and youth, by which alone they become
qualified to pbilosophize, and to which
they have been so long habituated, that,
as it plainly appears, they have totally
forgotten the origin of their philesophical
knowledge. If this be the case, and I
defy the disciples of our theorist to dis-
prove it, the term
and absurd. He takes for granted what
he is bound to prove, that intuitive
principles exist, and then to point out
what they are.
with the assertion, that I know by in-
tuition the existence of intuitive princi-
Eles’ Is positiveness an attribute of
intuition ?  Can he expect to satisfy us,
though- he may himself, with the syllo-
gism, whenever I am positive a thing
exjsts, ar a principle is true, it is by
l.gltultxon ;. and therefore cvery time I am
yositive, T have an intuitive knowledge
independent of all proof 2’>—Pp. 216,
217.

I'he sixth Speculation is an attack
tapon r. Hume's Sceptical Questions,
and it wzH be, as 1t ought to be, exa-
mined the more ru,oronsly, becanse
the attack upon Mr. Hume’s opinions
is coupled with a censure of the man,
in which the admirers of tliat very
acute metaphysician will not readlly
acquiesce.

‘¢ Perhaps (says our author) there
never was a writer, whose principles are
morce unsatisfactory, but whom it' is more
difficult to oppose with succes:, than this
philosopher.  llis erudition and unaf-
fected eloquence demand our admiration ;
and the embarraszments he bhas thrown
in the way of the most revered opinions,
are supperted with so much ingenuity,
suhtilty, and address, that those who are
dissatis$ed with his sentiments are com-
pelled to respect his talents. Whoever
attends closely to his mode of writing,
will, however, perceive that be bas the
irt of combining the greatest contrarieties
i’ one assemblage.: He i3 sometimes
profound, Somctimes soperficial, - some-
timtd extrémely scepticaly' sbmetimes. ex-
tremely positive.  He. obxiousiy. deligbts
to vxevt alk the powcers of his infellects,

intuitive is intrusive .

Will he send us a\\ay'b
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in order to discover the wealness of the.
intellectual faculties ; and. he conducts us
through various propesitions, wbich he
professes to comnsider as truths, in order ,_
gradually and imperceptibly to undermine
them. He takes the liberty of uniting
two opposite systems in his current lan-
guage,—that which he attempts to sub-
vert, and the one he wishes to establish 3
he talks of us, we, men, the eaperience
of mankind, as if he were assured that
other beinzs exist as well as himself;
vyet his grand attempt is to weaken all
the arguments which support this belicf.
He seéems to acknowledge the doctrine of
cause and effect, at the moment he com-
bats every principle most intimately con-
nected with it. He frequently rétires be-
hind ambiguous phrascology, and unde-
fined expressions ; and not unfrequently
claims a right to fix ideas to words,
totally different from the general accepta-
tion. Hence it is as diflicult to contend
with such an adversary, as it is for regular
troops to contend with the busk-fighters
of America, who are at one moment in
one position, and the next in another;
whese professed discipline consists in con-.
cealing themselves behind brambles and
thorns and other interposing bodies, that.
they may take aim in greater security, at
forces which disdain to shelter themselves,
and yet find it diflicult to return the
salute, in counsequence of the obscure
situation of the foe. To follow this phi=
losopher through all the turns and wind-
ings, is impracticable. It will suffice,
if we shew that his leading principles are
erroneous, and that the most specious
arguments adduced for their support, are
destitute of solidity.””—Pp. 245—247. .

Again:

‘¢« Had be (Mr. Hume) made a prqp.er'
use of his distinguished talents, he
might have shone like a superior luminary,
and bhave thrown masses of light upon the
greatest obscurities im_ science ; but he
has preferred rendermg his mental powers
subservient to the office of a midnight
taper, just glimmering to shew mankind
the surrounding darkneéss. “Fhe only
proposition which his most attentive dis-
ciples can discover 1s, that the whole
human -race is deplorably and inviucibly
ignorant. He labours assiduously to
prove by abstruse reasoning, that the
human mind 1s not in the least adapted to
abstruse subjects ; a solecisma which can
oply -he mivalled by that of his antdguuist,
who . att.«.mptq to prove by leasonmg that
reason is not tp be trpsted.”’—Pp. 251,
202.

J4 a8 well knnwn that. Mr. Hume
divides all the perceptions.of the human
mind inte twa classes, or species, which
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he' calls’ impressions and ideas, and
which he supposes to differ from each
other only in force or vivacity. < By
the term impression (he says) I mean
all our more livels 101§
we hear, or see, or fyeel, or love, or hate,
or desire, or will : and impressions are
distinguished from i1deas; which are the
less lively perceptions of which we are
conscious, when we reflect on any of
these sensations or movements above-
mentioned.” As it is impossible to
spcak at all on the powers and opera-
tions of the mind without using terms
which are not strictly proper, being
derived fromn names which at first re-
presented sensible objects, the writer
on such subjects claims indulgence,
and more than any other has a right to
complain of injury, if his commentator
insists upon the literal wmeaning of
terms, which he has admitted less
from choice than from necessity. For
this reason it has appeared to us that
Mr. Locke has not been well used by
several of the Scotch metaphysicians
in their strictures upon his doctrine of
ideas : and if, as we think, Mr. Hume
has not been fortunate in his applica-
tion of the term impression, which ill
agrees with what is supposed to be his
own doctrine of the origin of ideas, we
should not be disposed to insist upon a
‘ literal meaning, or contest his use of
the term as long as having defined it,
he keeps within his definition.” Hav-
ing divided all our perceptions into two
classes, Mr. Hume found it necessary
to devise a name for that class which
as he says wanted one in our language.
The less lively perceptions had always
been called ¢houghts, and, since Mr.
Locke wrote, ideas pretty generally;
but the more lively perceptions, of
which he considered the weaker as a
copy,- had no name which could de-
scribe the whole class: they were sen-
sations, feelings, sentiments, passious.
Mr. Hume has called them all im-
pressions, and not very phrosophically
perhaps, since they are acknowledged
1w be ‘perceptions, and the livcliest of
which the mind is conscious. In the
nameé however we see nothing to con-
fitm ‘the opinion; ¢ that Mg. Hume
has' manftfestly advancéd his doctrine
of impressions in order 10 account for
the origin of ouf ideas independent of
a material world >’ as far as his se-
Ie&tida of the term goes we should
rAthEr suppose ¢he contrary. But it 1s
thore tnaterial to enquire whethet .our

2

perceptions when’

‘example ;
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"ideas are or are not said truly to re-

semble the stronger perceptions, $o-as
to differ fromm them only in force o
vivacity. Dr. Cogan maintains, thd¢
they bear no marks of being copies of
those impressions, or perceptions (as
Mr. Hume calls them) of the external
and internal senses; and when he tries
the question not by the impressions of
sight, but by those of soine of the other
senses, he brings facts, whieh it must
be acknowledged are rather stubborn,
against Mr. Huine’s opinion..

¢¢ After a disciple of Mr. Hume has
heard a noisc in the street, is he conscious
of an echo every time he remembers it ?
Should a dorn vivant have regaled himself
with copious draughts of Burgundy, wben
in France,—will he every time he recol-
lects his good fortune, rejoice that he has
brought home with him a delicate flavour
in his mouth? When we reflect upon a
musical performance which gave us pe-
culiar pleasure, do we enjoy a lessé¢f
degree of satisfaction at the remembrance,
by putting into fainter movements those
undulations of air, which vibrated uxﬁdtf
our acoustic nerves during the ‘concert ?
Or should any one be most painfully
scorched by being too near a conflagration,’
will this vivid immpression. hereafter sub'-
side iuto ‘modcrate warmth, and milie
him comfortable during the remamder o
his days, by the easy expedient of recol-
lecting the event ?2”’—Pp. 260, 261. ’

Is it not however a well-known fact
that an air in music has been noted
down, at some distance of time afrer
it was first heard, so cofrectl'y, as to
enable one, who never heard 1t, to re-
peat it as well as if he had heard it";'
that is, the ideas of him who noted 1t
down so well resemble the sensations,
or impressions, that a third person shal
reproduce the sensations in him, fréin
the notey which were souggested, non
by the impressions, but the recollectedt
perceptions or the ideas.  With respéct
to the ideas of things visible, our aﬁtbb‘r
remarks : o

‘¢ We are charmed with a romantic of
laxuriant prospect; but we cannot recol;
lect, with that accuracy which this system
demands, the pregise objects with which
the scenery was enriched. When I xrad
the name of a city which I have not seen;
Vienna, Moscow, Pckin in -China, for
the imagination builds a city
after its own manner, totully umplike  the
original. It uses those very matepials
which this philosopher ¢onsidurs: as exact
rese;nblances of other cities, It wpust he
confesscd that these fainter wmagyriale haxe



keettwondextnlly decomposead sin. the mind,
snoe they: aseteady for-the baddiog of..a
Rewsagisary town with them.in -an

Mgtanty : Hete thep are two phenomena,

which . dgmand an s;xplanatwn.; How
come, X to build a city in thought, the
n,mnggnt I read . the worda anna, ’\ch_s-
CQW,, Pekin, inscribed upon paper? I
ought o  expect’ nothing piore than a
niinfaturé word, @nd a faioter ink. The
“sight of a word ought not to build a
town and ‘when T borrow materials from
former imspressions; what provisien does
Mr. Hume’s sydtem make for their decom-
p‘osition, since the fainter copy 1s to
remaio entire, every time we recollect the
unpmmo‘n 2’ —Pp. 259, 260.

- Again s

¢ E\'ery new perceptwn gives us clear
ldeas of the thiag perceived. Infurma-
tion 1s thus conveyed to the mind that
tﬁmgs exist, possessing certain charac-
ters “and properties. But this informa-

tdom 1s as remote from resemblarce, as
the tidings . of a murder having been
comunfted are from the sxght of a

mat}glcd corpsc- or as the telegraphlc
news of the capture of a man-of-war, is
ftom the vessel, the crew, the guns,

under, flames and sm’oke, and con-~
g]sgon of the eugagement The prxmary
impréssioms can_ only be considered ‘as
.notxﬁcatwns of exnstent obJects, dlversx-
fied according to the “diversities in the
objects. . Thoughts thus suggested by
things external, become the occasions” of
atiter thoughts alsg, to an infinite extent ;
fout ip what manner such wonderful eﬁ‘euts
are produced ; Aow this wonderful pro-
cesy s ca.rried on, who can explain?
Kyery attempt hitherto made, degenerates
lbxto an uunsatisfactory metaphox , havi ing a
very 1mperfect and a very trivial relation
to the subJect ; and when extended be-
yord its Tumts, lays itself open to - com-
Plgte confytation. P 264.°

Mr. Hume, being well aware of this,
has mtmdnced bhis use of the word
impression with the notice, ““ that he
employs the word in a sense sqmewhat
differenit from the usual;” and in the
explanation of what he meéans by
them, which \mmedmteiy folloivs, he
has been very careful to avoidds 1nnch
ds posszble ever metaphoriga‘ exnresq-
ipn. He does indeéd af'terwards éail
ideas copies of the ongma] m pfessth’
and this He does in a pas re 100 Whﬂléh
bhe bropoqes ““ to express “hindseffn
phﬂ()sophtcal language.”” StiH 'Yt“"’ép—

éars plain from other passages, Stitat
Wi:wn he describes ideas as the cupies

“impressions, ‘he means only simple

OF &lémintary ideas, ahd rivt the groupes

Rewtern>- Cogtars Sithich) Quesiionh
' m: anh*ﬁfey«my:bagomhaed st

cur ~limnj o . the -Essay con stha
Origin of ‘bdeas, My Hume is. so far
frain den & single.percipient,.or
mind end}::\?ged, wt:tg:x :Eﬁtoug.facukw%,
that. he assumes it threughout... We
shall " quete .-one passage. 1n  proof.
“:Nor 1s.any thing ‘bepond. the power
of thought: except -what i1mplies an
absolute contradictien.. . But- thongh
our thooght scems to possess. this ans
beunded hberty« we shall ind upon a
nearer examination . that it 1s really
confined within narrow lmits,
and that all this ereative power of the
mind amounts to no.more -than the
Jaculty of cempounding, transposing,
augmenting or diminishing the mas-
terials afforded us by the senses, and
experience.”  Grant this faculty, which
Mr. Hume always supposes, and with
it the simple ideas which Mys. Locke
says are gained only from sensation,
and reflection, and which . Mr. Hume
calls copies of the impressions of our
external and internal senses;. and sve
shall be furnished with a talerahle an-
swer to our author’s quesuion, < How
come 1 to build a city in thou%ht_, the
moment I read the words ien;ga,
Moscow, Pekin, inseribed upon paper?”
The mmd 1s, and we apprehend it 1s
affirmed by Mr. H. to-be, the builder ;
and the materials are'its ewn-recollected
perceptions, which, if they resemble
any thing, might seem to resemsble
most the primitive perceptions of
which they are the recollection, We
would ask, how is it that very exac’t
likenesses are thrown upon. paper i1l
the absence of the living oumuqal?
The artist painted iram hns ideas, of
recollections enly,-and. if they are nat
a copy of the impression. on: thp*se-nse
of sight, how.comes itthat lhuas p(«;g,uu:
13 SO orooé a copy of it? . Y.
We proceed -to the. Doctor’s examir
natron of Mr.-Hume’s Steptical Dounbts
concerning the'Operations of the K-
man Urrdérat.mdmg ‘The object of
that’ celebrated Sectiont 13 to estabhsh
the proposition; that causes afid effects
are discoverable vot by reason but by
experience.. < Jt s copfe:;sed (he" sab $)
that the utmost cffort a:;fumz}ndreagou
is ta.reduce the principles proda
of mpatural phmgmwa. 40 9& (gre‘i;g
senplioity, ~and--t0- resalve the many
paftreular -eflects: u'zw a fevexgeneral
canses by -meang:of reasoming. feon

analogy, experiehco-and

but as e the causes of these gem
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canses we should in vain actempt their
discovery, nor.shull we ever be able 1o
sasisfy ourselves by any pasticular ea-
plication of them. Fnese ultimate
spriags and priaciples are totally shat
st froun haman curiosity and engairy.”
Heunce he mameins, *“ that in our con-
cluwon from past to future experience,
there i3 a certain step taken, a process
of thought, and an inference which
wants to be explained ; there ts required
a medium which may enable us to
draw such an inference, if indeed it be
drawn by reasoning and argument.
What that medium is I must coufess
passes my comprehension, and it is
incumbent on those to produce it who
assert that 1t really exists, and 1s the
origin of all odf conclusion concerning
matters of fact.” Here it should be
remarked that Mr. Hume no where
insinuates that the inference is false:
on the contrary he admits that 1t is
verified in fact: he only demands the
preoeess, or medium of deduction, the
asddle term, by which it i1s drawn.
"To this challenge our author replies :

~ €¢'] therefore maintain, in opposition
to the bold asscrtion of our philusopher,
that the discovery of powers and proper-
ties, inherent in different substances, and
tnvariably connected with different cir-
cumstances, is 8he discovery of @ medium,
which renders the experience of the past
of the utmost importance to the future ; a
medium, which is iufallible, whenever
aur knowledge is sufficiently extensive and
accurate. If one substance possess ex-
MIy the same properties as another,
and if it be placed in a situation in all
respects similar, a similar effect must be
produced. If ome mode of acting be
productive of a particular event, and this
mode be imitated subsequently, every
circumstance connefted with it being
exactly the same, ~in its nsature and
swength of operation, tbe result nnist
bare a perfect correspondence, Ta sup-
pese the coutrary, is to suppuse that these
praperties are endpwed with a principle
of caprice, merely to tease and disappoint
us ; or that the same bodies and the same
circumstances combat against themselves !
It is to suppose, that they are precisely
the same, and yet that they act in =a
matiner which demonstrates that they are
not ‘the same.. When the result is dif-
tirent from what we had expected, it
daés not shake tie immoatablé laws of
fikfute ; it simply indicater our ignocance ;

it Waches  us to uquire meee acowentely

prgamptuuue insthie fatte”—Pg. S8y
N A '
vaL. XIL

em
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- In a writer of less acumen than
Dr. C. we should saspect that this
aunswer was built upon a mistake of
Mr. Hume’s meaning. He also ad-
mits the facts. He no where denies
that the effects are uniformly conjoined
with the cause, or that there exist
causes in nature which are discoverable
in their effects. All that he maintains
1s, *“ that we never can by our utmost
scrutiny discover any thing but one
event following another without being
able to comprehend apy force or power
by which 1Le“ fause operates, or any
connection between it and its supposed
effect :” and consequently ¢ that there

“1s not in any single particular instance

of cause and eflect, any thing which
can suggest the idea of power, or ne-
cessary connexion.” To this Dr. C.
does however well reply in his remarks
on the Section, On the Idea of Neces-
sary Counexion : :

¢¢ Mr. H. maintains, with infinitely
more boldness than facts will admit, that
there is not, in any particular instance of
cause and effect, any thing which can
suggest the idea of power or necessity.
Whence comes it, then, that the idea is
actually suggested to every. thinking
mind in the universe, excepting his own ?
If be means ought not to suggest these
ideas, farmidable should be the proofs
that cause and effect are incessantly act-
ing in opposition to their own natuares ;
for they are doing it perpetually. Our
philosopher absurdly expects, that powers,
and influence, and connexion, should
assume some corporeal form. Their es-
sence must be seen, smelt, tasted, or
heard, in order to produce the indubitable
impression. But this is not their pro-
vince, it does not belong to their mature.
Their oflice consists in producing cffects,
and these gffecss are to make impressions,
these are to be perceived by the mind,
according to their spec‘lﬁc characters.”’—

Pp. 810, 311.

Mr. Hume has said, ¢ that it is al-
lowed, on all hands, that there is no
Anewn connexion between the sensible
qualities of bread, and the secret pow-
ers of nutrition ; and consequently, the
mind is not led (0 form a counclusion,
congerning the constant and regular
copjphciion between eating byead, and
berhg noarished by it, by any._t.birﬁ
whieh is known of their nature.” And
opr anthor replies, that ““ it is ngt al-
Tomes, on all hands;, that there is ng
m. conpexion between the serssiile
\ithes; -of -bread and ‘itz nguifovs
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‘powers ; ‘owtlve coptrary, it is krnown,
-ori-all Mands, that théfe 75 a connexion,
‘an 4ntimiate, ‘inseéparable conpexion,
between’thc one and the other. Bread
would no longer be bread, should. 1t
‘cease to be nutritious to the race of
beings who hive been nourished by
it ; - or ‘their natures must be totally
changed, not to be nourished by it any
longer. ‘But the laws by which these
secret powers of nutrition, that mnward
natare by which ‘they are so wonder-
fully adapted to the human constitu-
tien, wuray never be known. Thus
has our sophist, with more dexterity
than ingenuous ‘argumentation will
{perjnit, inferred that our ignorance
“of the arcana of naturc destroys our
‘knowledge of existing properties.”
But Mr.'Home appears to mean by
the word conneéfion not conjunction
merely, but that which conjoins, that

which makes the conjunction 'neces-

sary, that in short which could not be
“known without a knowledge of that
inward nature in bodies, to which the
*ftwo events owe the relation of cause
and effect. This distinction, we must
however acknowledge, is made not
very consistently by a writer, who has
labeured to shew that there is nothing
without us or within us that secms ca-
pable of saggesting the notion of power
0T necessary cormexion. - “Because we
are 'ignoérant,” not'that there ‘are pro-
perties, “for this 'Mr. 'H. "appéars’ to
allow, at the sime -time that he main-
t@ins we have no idea of poweér at all;
but “becalise we are ignorant’ what
mmakes them to be properties, or why
certain events have uniformly hitherto
follo_wcd certain other events, he ven-
tures to maintain, ¢ that there 15 a
step,” a medium - of  proof, wanted in
our-inference from the past to the fu-
ture ; since to- assert and re-assert the
acknowledged conjunction of évents,
13 not to .produce the medium of our
reasoning. 1o these refinetmeénts of
scepticism, ‘qur’ author ‘has given a
sound préctical reply : |
¢ Why should past’ experience be ex-
tétided to future tiines, and other ¢bjects,

Whith, for aught we know, may b only in .

hﬁjﬁh‘m’xicc‘? "My first Answer 'is;'ﬁs; the

qliestion; Why should  we ‘nof continue our .

confidence in one who, for aught'we know,
<inay continue our friend ? who is'nbt prone
ta ile¢eive, and from whom we have vedeived
somany bepefits ? . - My .secapd - apswer is,
J4 sthese similar appcarances showld; be, in

‘4very point, the smme, we are sure of suc-

" quainted with them.

EEediew S~ Cogan's - Fthecal “CLupsliony,

cess. If- we dao not,/sucteed, natyte has
pot deceived us, we have. suffered oursclves
to be deceivéd by appegrapces. . Natuye
bas not changed hcr laws, apd her manner
of acting, but we were not sufliciently ac-
Ounr mistake should
make us more cautious, and. quicken our
rescarches, that we may not act upon pre-
sumptions where we can avoid it. Dy
reiterated experiments we shall be more
succcssful.  The disdppointments we have
sufiered, during our ignorance, will aug-
inent our knowledge ; and they may finally
conduct us, through this ignorance, into a
‘more extensive acquaintance with facts,
and the.laws by which the different partg
of nature are governed. ' As our knbdbwledge
increases will our failures decrease, until
the past shall become an infallible rale for
the futare.””=——Pp. 291, 292. '~

We shall concludeé our review of the
animadversions on Mr. Hume's meta-
physics, by laying before our readers
Dr. Cogan’s reply to his objectign, to
miracles. Accordingto Mr. H. though
a revelation, ‘and .therefore a misagcle
may be possible (for he does not appear
to deny this possibility), yet itis whaelly
impossible that such an event sheuld
be ‘made.credible to me, .. A mizacle
(he says) 1s a vielation of the laws -of
nature; and .as a irm and unalterablde
experience has established. these laws;
the proof against a mtracle; fromithe
very nature of the fact, 13 as‘entité€ as

any- argument - from -experience can

possibly ‘be imagined.” 'Oudr duthor
feplies : ¢ As évery man has an’ eqtial
right ‘16 propose his défidition, 1" beg

"ledve to substitiite the £ollow1‘_i)n5,' to

which all “beélievers in miracles will
give a ready assent, and which unbe-
lievers cannot confute, until they shall

“have annihilated 41 the powers above

them. Fhoever admits of the existence
of a waracle; admits that some phono-
menan, conlrary to our usual-experterce
of the course of naiure,  hds su&de')ﬂy and
unexpectedly taken place, and -been” mude
dtwious to the senses of individuals, by the
immediate agency of dn infelligent power,
suppertor fo man. - I shall leave- v to
others to distinguish“bétween the -mar-

“vellous and miraculous—~+bettvéen the

deceptions of impostors, or the' .extra-
vagances of supetstitious credulity, and
rea] miragles,  Our subject is:confined
40 the possthility of a miracle, which.is
59 dogmatically denied by this donbtimg

desapher. Jfsthe.abave. definitign

he ﬁ{_&zmmdsr&ahda by what 8rguments
will 1

be opposed 2) the posselality of a
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nvtaelesoan doe e ﬂe‘ﬁfed' until'ewe shall

davre experteriveds thift no” sitperior agent
eistgs ar'that heis destituide of thie re-
thsﬁe power; of that 1n every state of
thfe ‘tmorb: world a miracle 18" totally
useiese, or that the intrifisic nature of a
mlracle renders it unworthy of a Deity
to, perforin _one,” But, as we appre-
hend, the. thmg to be proved was, net
that a miracle is possible, for a genuine
sc,e.pttcal phuasopher could have mno
optuton; on.sach a subject ; -but .that it
is-not from . the nature Qf the fact inca-
pable of heing proved as otlrer facts are
proved, by unquestionable testimony:
the following reply therefore seems to
meoet the objection more fa:rly

€€ Tt (experience) never has been, nor
can be, applied to our belief in the truth
of-a narrative. Experience is confined to
our own personal knowledge of facts de-
rived from the sense of seeing, hearing,
feclmg, &G,’,’-—-PP 320, 321.

«é Whep an individual kas experienced
a fact, he is fully convinced of its truth.
A.nother person, or multitudes of others,
:nnt ‘Kaving experienced. the same, is no
evidente against the fact alleged. Their ne-
gatives cannot destroy his positive, They
dg not maintain that they have expericnced
the contrary ; ‘they confess that they have
had »o. experiesice of a similar nature.
W:ll the. inhabitants of a salubrious climate
cliim a righi to deny the possible existence
of an epidemic diseasc, because they have
had unianterrupted health ? It is, there-
fom, as ndrculous to talk of a prcponde-
rancy of experience, in. such cases, as it is
seriously to expect that the emptimess and
levity of one scale, should connterbalance
ajl the  weights of another.”—Pp. 321,
322.

Agam ;-

#< L must suspect that the strong mind
of Mx. Hume knew, that, in the manner
of his statement, he was' gravely asserting
an. absurdity. Yoqu might as well- place
coutrary ' dexponstrations in opposition to
each other, in a gpomctncal prohlem, as
entére. proofs agamst entire proufs in moral
yeasdning: 1" —P. 325,

Men, who presume top questian what
theAmtilumde of the unlearned, and
Jearned believe, or profess o believe,
wilk hever wapt engmies and enemies
sa: persoral, ag t0 carry their attack

nnd. the apthqr to the mman. ~ Pre-
Judh ride, inyeresy, sppevstitlon and
hﬂMw E.ndmm‘la al} Wfﬁ be i arms
against, ¢ -this réason . mqm—
dm apdu ‘phrlo t;iw »mdn ng!}t to
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regard: it as a-daty which they -owe ta

troth snd- hindnity, if. they caonnot
mitigaté ‘the clamour; at least not to
tnerease it by their voice. At the sarmie
time it is BOU necessary.10 applaund- bé-
canse bigotry condemns, or to give to
Mr. Hume more than his due heeaise
others may have given less. "We are
persuaded that no man is less likely to
join in popular mvective than our an-
thor, and that he exércises his own
arlbiassed judgment when he refuses,
to Mr. Hume the praise of: honest
intention : and it must indeed be con-
fessed that for an enquirer after truth,

gifted too Y;e-emmcmlv for that en-
utry, Mr. Hume was qmgularly un-

ortunate 1n the 1ssue of it. The fact
seems to be, that it was become the
habit of his mind to detectand magnify
whatever subtilty could object, without
contemplating steadily the arguments
of truth. Our author’s censure - goes a
little farther than this: |

‘¢ No man (he says) admires the talcnts
of Mr. Hume more than the wnter of these
remarks ; and no man more sincerely la-
ments hxs abuse of them. His conduci_
and his motives appear to be inexplicable.
His capacity to reason _)usﬂy is indubitable;
his d:sposxtwu to perplex is equally indu-
bitable. It -is highly probable -that he
began in jest, simply with an intention to'
perplex that class of dogmatists, who were
perpetually boasting of their demonstrations,
upon subjects where, they did not always-
enjoy a pr;pundem.ncy of . evxdence, No
part of his other writings. indjcate sugh
vain boastm $» open coptradxctwns, a.nd
contranetnes, as arg mamf;st in every, pqrt
of this ccleébratéd Essay; at a detection of,
whxch he would probably bavg cmxled and
lie must have felt a surprise equal to Hhif
triumph, when his artifices remained un-
discovered. Mr. Hume was too wise &
man not to know that; under his svstem,
no philosopher can breathe a moment.”’—
Pp. 830, 331. '

¢¢ Qur great admiration of Mr. Hume’s
intellectnal powers, induces us to lament,
that they were so ill. employed ; that his
ambition to acquire litgrary fame, should
be founded on the subversjon of the best
puncxples that caqn actuate mapkind., Nox
ou { the msndlous and trqaeheroua lqap
n w ich thns attc;'mpt bas eep frgp{?ng x
made, tc; csc;ape the sgverest repy eb(;pau,:g,
--—P 33

lg the, last Enquu:y, which respecta
Moral.Gbligation, the author hasfound

its sourees.in principles which 1are i
scpa;a}ﬂe» ﬁtom ous :;atum, unwer@aﬂ;



and powarfilly operative,-and perpétnal
as. m desiré‘ - wéll-being ;
mutaal actidon; ahd control of self-love.
and social affection.
alike removed :from. the mystical and.
oceult on the one hand, and the cold.

maxims of a selfish cxpedxencv on the
ather.. The enlightened moralist and
benevolent Christian here speak the
same language, and point to the same
path of wisdom, uniting authority with
counsel, and proving together that man
is under a moral government, and that
the great moral Ruler has  in. the
Christian revelation expounded awxd
enforced the same law of morality,
which was always inscribed in his
nature.

- From our review of the present vo-
.lume, whnch though somewhat ex-
tended, is too brief for the survey, it
will be seen that the range of enquiry
is very extensive, and the subjects of
great ‘and universal interest; and with-
out lavishing commendation we may
venture to say, that few even of the
thinking class can_peruse the Ethical
Questions carefully, without gaining
something new as well as useful, both
for spccu atiop and for practice.

ART. II — Dr. Luurence’'s Remarks
- upon Griesbach's ‘Classtfication, &'e.

[Contmucd from p. 172 -]

HIS author s peaks of Griesbach

(16) as “¢ correctmg the received
text upon the decisions. of his own
judgment.” But, if Bengel and Sem-
der are acknowledged to have been
his predecessors  in the same path,”
“we l;rave here an observation contra-
dicting another of Dr. L.%s- statements
It is an observation' which, in it's
‘effect, whatever be it's deugn, can-
‘not injure Griesbach’s memory. No-
thm éan be less arb:trary, nothing,
in this department of literature, less
precanous, than ‘the Professor’s cor-
rection of the text of the New Testa-
-ment. Far from relying on ** the
decisions of his own judgment,” ke
has never lost sight of <« the critical
principles”. of former authors of high
reputation : and his merit: consists in
his diligent and skilful application of
thase principles;, in the patience of his
Jabours, and, especially, iwn that habit
of discerning the age;, apd estimating
relative  value, of - manusctipts
Wi ch is .oply - to " bo . asmuired - by

4

-~

s—1n -the

His doctrine: 1s

vision of an Alexandrine, a

Testament 3§ B;%npmg w;t Mi:lﬁ

Rme“‘fwce‘mzaﬁem&; Greek- Xestament.

experience- mmbmﬁd ~with ,zsagaewy
and : knowledge.* A few years pre-:
viously ta the. mwgaran"oe. ‘of Grigs-.
bach’s edition, in- ¥775, our. learned
countryrnan and printer--Bowryer had-
published the Greek -Testament, and
admitted into it’s text those readings
which Wetstein had merely marked:
as being preferable to what wers:
generally received.4 - Consequently;:
no candid and mtelhgcnt person will,:
either openly. or covertly, aceuse
Griesbach of an attachwment to ad-
venturous critics, or of lightly departing,
and encouraging others to depart, from
““ the beaten track of prcconcewcd
opinion.’
After statmg that Griesbach < con-
fines himself solely to the triple di-
VV,’est_ern,
and a Byzantine, text,” (20) Dr:
Laurence asks, - A

¢ May we not hence concludé that,.
feeling the task of accurately fixing the

‘true number of classes greater than he

expected, he Batisfied himself with what
he deemed an approximation to the tfrutb,
and was contented to finish, as he bt"g&r&,
with only three > But does this apprexi-
mation afford a suﬁlcxcntly solid basis for
a durable superstructure > Can. it furnish
any thing like complete satisfaction ? »

From these quesunns we s co,n.
clude” that the Remarker is but in
perfeetly acquaintgd with the pature
and the pringiples, . the history and
the . state, of Btbhcal Cm;exsm..
Reasonalie satlsfacuon, is ‘what. true
scholars will look. for from it's -ve-
searches -and decisions ; since it :does-
not present to the ‘mind that complete
evidence which characterises .mathe-
matical dcmon,stm;;ons The. highast
certainty of whieh it admits, is imorel
certainty : not can greater be attained
in rcgard to, most. of. the subjééts -0n
which -1 men are. called tp exercise
their judgmcnts. -kt -was. peydr.
imagined by Griesbach or his admigens
that nothipg is left. to be done . by
suecpeeding «ditors. Michaelis' cop-
sidered - the age. of manhpod”} of
the cnpcusm of thc text of thq New

cdmon Sincc

at pqnm as
. ¥ AMSRENEN
- ch, in \ymbol Critlc Val. I.up. 1@,
his own - description. of the qualifications
of an stle Editor of (e New Testanierit.
Y N Now. Test. Gn;sb\ 1796. Pfcf A
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Raiewo: s Eatrenée ok Orivsbuck’s Creek: Testament s
gaimeel:ran itieveasmps vigour; - cwehich

fully: rivals, or éven” surpdsves, - the
progress 3of ~the  philelogy" exercised
on"ananuseripts and edindnyof the
classicalianthorsof Greee#arid Rowne.
Griesbach’s - approximutian, ~as: his
Censor " styles - it,” ¢ 16 ‘the truth,”
affords;,” we ‘think, ¢ .a wufhciently
sohid baswis for a duarable superstruc-
ture”—~durable, astt regards his fame
and the 1nterests of Sacred L.iterature.
To the strength, and
splendour, of the edifice future la-
bourers, it 1s possible, inay make addi-
tions: but there is a very-faiut proba-
bitity of it's being overthrown, to pre-
pare the ground for any other. - Be-
fore we finish this article, our readers,
we persuade oarselves, will see that
even the most¢ forcible and best-di-
rected attacks of 1)r. Laurence can-
not destroy the fabric of Grieshach’s
critical system :. should we grant that
some parts of 1t are -unsound, the
main building, .1s, nevertheless, 1n-
vadnerable.. .-
~Can the Remarker with reason
doubt wwhether _some of the most
ancient dnanuwscripts of the books of
th'e Néw Téstament are the basis of
Ghriesbach’s - system? 1Joes he se-
riously ‘beligve ‘that any of an earlier
date exist, or "are likely to be dis-
covered ¥ He canmot be so credulous
and. sanguine.  Sull, Griesbach was
raturally and laudably desirous of
procuring aceess to a larger number of
wreitten copies ; though his mind had
Jong since attdined ‘a just degree of
watisfaction in respect of the gualigy
of those with which he had made
hittiself acquainted. There is no pre-
ténce for intimating that his materisls
could not enmahle him to decide on
the several clauns;of :the’ Alexandrine,
the: Westetnr a'm_li ‘the Byzantine- text :
i1 the  present. "advanced stige of
‘Biblical . Criticism the ‘superiority- of
the. two former bas been admitted by
the . most. competent judges ;* nor
Jet D Laurence hope that it will be
trigmphantly contested. - -
LY Pér}]exed"aﬁd iotricate,’” . he says,
“t 43 the trie wdy way prove, it ‘secms
Ttetessary to ‘trace ‘ol pursue it, if we
are desirous of arriving at certainty in our
speculptions.” @2 . o LF L e

PF- POUL WS ot B £ o
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® ool p 178, 176. and. Marsh Lec-
tures,* &&. 'Pt.:11. p. ‘42.. Cowmsilt mlso
Symbol. Gritic. Vdl. ¥ pp.s 18, 138 '

L .- .

erhaps to the

237.:

‘What, nevertheless, if absolute cérm -
taipty s unattainable ! Wihat, if am:
approximation—a considerable appro®is
mation —to the frue way- is al} fom.
which we can hope? [t is not that.
Griesbach was solicitous to save him--
self the toil of investigation, but that
frequently he had not the mu'nusctif&.-
which ‘he wished 0o examine. He:
never deviated from the frue way ex-.
cept where his path was so wnpeded;
that he could not pursie it : this was.-
the reason of his declaning, aliam
qucerere invitus SEPE cogerer. Qur
proper mquiry, we repeat, is, what
use has been made by Griesbach of
the critical apparatus of wiliich he was
actually in possession? -

To prove that the proximate relation
of a manuscript to ‘one text out of
three (23, 24) cannot be correctly
represented as it’s real athnity, Dr.
L. argues 1n the following manner:

¢ Grieshach asserts that the Alexan~
drinc and Western texts have many read-
ings in common. On the supposition
therefore that a manuscript had one hun-
dred readings common to both texts,
besides fifty morc peculiar to the Alex-
andrine, he would immediately pronounce
it to be of the Alexandrine class. But
put the case, that the hundred readinga, .
which- tbe Alexapdrine text. possessed: ity
common with the Western were lost,
(and greater losses it is presumed have
taken place,) what would then prove his
conclusion? He must upon " his own
principles assign it. to the Western class
because it would now be distinguished by
one bundred peculiar readings of this

‘classy, and- by only fifty of the otherj

and'f‘}giug,.tl)us arranged, it would side
with the Western, even in direct oppa-

sition to the Alexandrine, text, to which

it really belonged: If such a result accrae
from a deficiency in our knowledge of a -
part of thé téxt, less surely cannot’ be
attributable to a deficiency in our Kuvow-
ledge of a.whole one; and not of one
only, but of two or even three.”” o

‘The Remarker, no doubt, flatteds
himself” that the above reasoning is
fatal to the system of the learn
Professor : but the meditated 'blow
does not reach it’s object. ~Ts

It would have become Dr. Lan-
rence to refer specifically to Gried-
bach’s writtngs. This editor, he ﬁgﬁa
us, -4 asserts that the Alexandri

and VWesiern, texts have many read.- .

ihgd v common.” - Al the texti-hive .
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a Wiintel - of réaditigs it commbi
[hb bsertdiign halds gond on a cor.

pa(ﬁ;‘;'pnof the “best’ iwith the most’
cofrgpted texts; and the fact is rather
taken for granted than formally. as-
~ What Gries-
and distinctly wishes

serted- bv Griesbach.

bach’ particularly
hi$' rexdérs to bear in mind, is that
certiin manusctipts are especially. re-
markable for exhibiting readings cha-
raétertstic  of different texts, and that
thie- business of the true critic is to
discover, if possible, the' class under
which such manuseripts should really
berarranged. The Remarker seems
to'conceive that Griesbach decided a
oint of this mnature exclusively or
chiefly by numerical computation.
This however was not the accomn-
ggshed editor’s principle or ‘Pra(fticc.

e know 1t 1o have been his favourite
maxim,; Ponderandi, non numerandsi,
testes - and he applied it to the read-
ings of single manuscripts as well as
to classes and families of manuscripts.
He speaks not so much of the mass of
readings as of those which, by their
natee, mark the age and country of
the transcriber. The scholar of a.
praetised eye'and judgment, the man
whe has a tact for these studies, dis-
cerns the quality and the date of a
&Bgzt"‘nmnusa“iplus, and consequently
kyows nuder what bead 1t should be
rirked, from pecultarities which per-
h4ps are oot namerous, and which,
assuredly, would not scize the notice
of the ordinary reader.¥

‘While the argument of Dr. L.
rests ou an - unwarrantable .assump-
nibnn, it involves a case which s
scarcely within the lhmits of proba-
bihiy. Qur Remarker stpposes that
Griesbhach 1s already: persuvaded ‘of  the
imapinary MS. in question 7really be-

lowping to the Alexandrine text. = But.

wlience was this conc¢lusion dedicéd »
Not so much, it may be, froti any
numerical excess  of Alexandmne
readings as fiom the characteristic
érius” apnd aspert’ of the décurmient.
%ﬁraming',' furthet, that this loss 'had
takens place, could not the cause of it
ba ascertained ¥ In all events, possr

» 2y leendy

% dymBol. Critic. Vol. I. 260 ¢¢ in [Iec-
tionibas wotadilioridus et charncteristicis,
&e’! Ib. 27, ¢ in-tectione aligud mopd
&'’ Fim 28y “-cujus sit podex quisquey
ex. ynfuerse- teatus Anbitw el tepoig: jasdin
caudam. ost.””

' ¥
c ey e MR FERNUSES |

Sactory, althou

R Lalirwvict on-Giesback’s Greck-Trstamemnt:

[Hlitirs canmiot be fegt@urately vipipésed~
to fééfs. Grieshiach, fike otfer men;)
could - enty ‘reaseht: froap - What ~He”
knew. And since ‘he wasvdecidediv-
of opiniotr that Both’ the ' Alesaandrine:
and the Westein texts are-6f ‘tHe first
antiquity, the solutton ¢ Pr. Laus’
refice’s -problem ‘is praeweally unim«:
portant. ‘Fhe ' three’ leading texts-
under which- the MSS. of the N.T.
may be- arranged,  have, we thmk,-
been discovered : other texts nray
exist ; bul 1t i1s probable _that they:
possess a near athnity to those which
are enumerated by Griesbach. - - - -
His English Censor, less enviens:
and 1illiberal indeed than Matthdr,
and stil} less conversant with Bibhesl

‘criticism, is fond of making suppe.

sitions : to another which he pro-
poses, 22, 23, we shall give an
answer stmilar to the foregotng,

‘¢ Were we to suppose the publication
of six different editions of the same work,
all from incidental causes frequently vary-
ing with each other, and that a eopy had
been taken from ong of them; but from:
which of them we are- ignoreat,  showdd:
we, in ascertaining to which edition  the
copy belonged, think onr investigation
perfect or salisfactory, if we sunply com~

pared it with only one half of the number,.

neglecting altogether a comparison with
the otbher half? And would mnaot the
difficulty be considerably increased, if. we
found, that the cepy to be compared (as
is supposed to be the case im the pax-
ticular - instance under contemplation )
was not tiken from one of the six edi-
tions immiediately, but mediately, through’
the channel of other copies, whiel had'
for a -lbng period been gucceéssively Erairs™
cribud frdny cach other, and had strangelp
confused together . the: readings «of one
cdtion witli .those-of :anptheni?’® .. - "
Siich an intvestigation, we-'should!
say, might be in & high degrea’ sarfs’
Tt wete (HOt géreck:
With whit'justid¢e,” hidwever,” or-whit
canddur, ‘does T LY virtullly: adcose’
Gricsbach of aedlidt £ ''The  ateusa-
tion 7s' unfourided:  Thotpgh ' Gred
bach believed that fiVe oF st¥ editiony
might exist;, still b dould nn't'gfp"sé
the MSH. wor which he had  addess
undet nierecthan three. .."Bat if tiere
be mo re¢asnnable dwa‘wﬂcer@ug:?wq |
antiguity of these texts, {retbnsionsdl]y.
surely’ threy afford x\nﬁtéria}s‘ for th
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" Review—Laurence on. Griesbach's Greek Testaments " 289.

‘epRroximaliqy to abselute truth which
wdl s&uﬁ‘[ﬁy the ; Biblical Critic.
Grieshaeh's repk made, of jadging of
‘t}}p age and.the family of iyapuscnpts,
l§ loqt,gs;g(h; of by- t,}pﬁﬁeinar er.,. .
£ the; editions, to wj uctl Dr. L.
refers, i tire above,. guotapou, .consist
of written copigs. (and,. we cuncludc,
f;om thg,yfapt of ‘his. using the word
transcribed, that he s peaks. .of puch),
hf: has merely - vancd his.. statement,
aud not, tlustrated it. On the other

h&nd .if he _have in \new printed
“ edntmns of the saine work,” the two
cases ‘are nNot. quite para“d the dif-

ferent x:eadmfrs of . successive impres-
sasonsxof a xolume neither equaUm«r 11
rruasher, those of ancient manuseripts
nor. bemcr unputable to exacdy the
same .causes. Under what edition
we should rank a copy. of a prmtul
book——-—what. date we should assign .to
t-—-—may be determined sometimes
negativel
W§ shall give an example of each
method, taken. from English transla-
tjons-of the -Bible. Archbnhop Laud
18 sald to hMe fined the company of
Statiomersy in the court of Star-cham-
ber, for their inadvertent owission of
the word.zo/ in one of the ten com-
mandments. FHere a single and cu-
rious -circumstance enables us 1o
gscertain - whether or mnot copies of
fhat -impression of the Seriptures cir-
calate amang us? Another old edi-
th‘n Prcaehts a pccu?zarzt_z/ in the ver-
sioi of a ¢lause in the third chapter
of Génesis ; which peculnancy charac-
Zerises. that specific .impression, and
E;xs even, bestowed . on it a mname.
Amncient, inanuscripts. of the Greek
text so . far resemble such printed
editions as these that we can- in some
wpeasure distinguish thgm by 1mpor-
umt internal marks, which obviate
the dxﬁ{culty ofJudgmg whether *¢ a
GOpY.... has b.c:gn transcribed ‘¢ fromn
que of tbﬁm, A previous dzscrzmzna-
tion of texss. thas have variops slkades
of’ di erermc:, would séem to be im-
racchb e in the extent which Dr.
E epcg-ba &(:ontc:mp]aied
e now arxive at his third cha ter,
of m}z}nc v the cantents. are, Gmxbachs
qlzw.z . INo . stapdard
text
us. ¢ «dngccuracy, of his calqulations.
orreoted:statement.
"% The various “réadings of a manu-
SCHIEtP - bbbtV isthé Retarker /w5 In it’s

departure from the received text,” might

©and sometimes po:.m\elv. .

%rmsmle;. af cla,v.vyicatzon Jadla-

-afford the surest basis for. a_clagsifi~atian,

were the received to be considered as
the standard text, with .which all mana-
scripts generally  accorded, but frdm‘
whicl' they occasiounally, aud ‘ouly occq-
sionally, deviated.”’ 29, 30. ' : ‘

In other words, were it's correct-
ness—it’s title to be the réceiwed and’
standard text—assumed ; a postulatum
which, we might bave thought, .a
Biblical Critic of the nineteenth
century would hardly ask us to.ad-
it !

¢¢ Upoun this supposition,’’ adds Dr. L.
‘¢ the character of such occasional devia-
tions would seem to form the sole object of
mvestigation.”’

*dhe sole olject of Griesbach’s labiours
was the discovery of the ancient text—
the formation -of one more . accurate:
thau any whieh preccdmo' critieal
editors had given to the world To
have made the received text his
standard, would have been  1ncen-
gruaus thh his design ; for he would
thus have bestowed on that text a dis-
tinction to which, in:the judgment of
the best coholarb, it cannot substzm-
tiate 1t’s .claun. :

¢¢ But .Grieshach,”” continues the’ R.e-
markcer, ¢ allows the -existence of no
standard text, and argues that the re-
ceived, as prmcupally conformable with
the DByzantine, is the worst of the three.
When therefore ke stepped owt of * the
path trodden by precedihg critics, tad
annihijated the credit of the received
text as a common standard, even assert-
ing it’s iuferiority to every other, ought
he mnot likewise to have departed from
their accustomed moade of solely contems
plating in manuscripts their. variations
froomx this’; because the object of his
research sunply appcars to bave beeu,
not the character of particular deviations
Jrom any individual text, but the general
cotncidenctes of @ manuscript with one
texct above another 7’ 1b.

Griesbach’s ““ olyect of rescarch,”
was A TEXT FORMED OF THE BEST
READINGS OF THE BEST MANU-
scri1pTS: and 1t were dithealt to
shew how he could have executed
his design more conveniently, im-
partially and ecffectually than by
taking the . reacived text as his. basis,
andrnouring only the more. menana-
bie of thd. déeviations {fomn 1t - 'This;
wep-pvesnme; a5 4he course : almosy
inwariably . purstied by - respeetable
hilological editors of the Greek and
Eatm classics. Of the interionty of
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. ghes veceived text -Geieshach was con-
- vificed not so much by the agreement
of it's chgractertstic. readings with those
of the Byzantine manuscripts as by
the history of its formation, which he
bas sketched, with great fidelity and
care, 11 the first secton of his Piro-
legormena. Nor, in the adjustment of
bis text, has &e ¢ stepped out of the

ath trodden by preceding critics.”

owyer, we have already perceived,

ent before him In the same road.
So, in part, did Harwood : and it has

been trodden by Maithii and by
Alter.*
Dr. L. maintains, 31, that had

Griesbach ¢ limited bis observations
to the various readings of another text,
mstead of the Byzantine, the result
would have been very different. Let
us try,” says he, ¢ the experiment
with the Alexandrine, which being
in his [ Griesbach’s] judgment the
most ancient and valuable, we might
“have presumed would have been ori-
ginally selected for this purpose.”

Now Griesbach afhirms of the Alex-
andrine and of the Western edition,
Symlbol. Crit. Vol. 1. 119,

“ neutrius recensionis codex
ullus-ad nas pervenit, quin plarimis
locisinterpolatus sit.” He, accordingly,
declares, m the next sentence, _

<« Nulli enim codict tantum de
feriinus honoris, ut lectiones ejus
quascl}n(}ue: probemus.”

So judicious and upright was this
incomparable editor! He knew that
a pure text could not be formed
merely from a single class of manua-
scripts.  Let us attend however .to
his Oxford Censor:

<< The manuscript marked A [the Alex-
andrine]. he [Griesbach] represents as
belonging to the Alexandrine class in the
Epistles of St. Paul, bLeeause out of one
hundred and scventy deviatious from the
received text, it agrees one hundred and
ten times with Origen, and differs from
bim onlysixty. Naw let us tura the scale,
and substitute a comparison founded upon
it's varations, not from the received text,
but from the Alexandrine, or the quotations
of Origen. Griesbach states that the ma-
vuscript A differs both from Origen and
fram the received text sgtty times. He
alsq informs us, that'it differs from Origen
alone, when it agrees with the received
teést, nuinely-six tiges.
th¢se nirmbers together, we perceive that
thi dettations of A Bém- Origen, or the
e e STt L S e Pt

» Nov. Test, Griesh. Pref. suh init,

posite result takes place.’’

Adding therefore.

- feevrew.— LI ense OU. \LIOOCR 5. AXEY L e3rantent.

Alexandmine text, ¢ ¢
and ffty Jid ip ﬁg%ﬁﬁ%%%e e
that out of these it agries with the teteivy
or Byradtive tedl, when it difkéirs Fom
Origen; netedy-str Biies, and disséot? from
# only sicty 7 ° The cohclusibi therehire
is unaveidable, and we sedmr cempeiled
upon this calculatien to-class-the manu-
script undér the Byzautine text, as we
wesre upon the other caleslation auder the
Alexandrine ; so that a diametrically op-
31, 32, 33. .
As the same cause produces the saime
eftect, Dr. Laurence’s arguinent is, here
again, the result of his misapprehen-
sion. He erroneously -iitagines that
Griesbach was deterinimed- Solely by
numertcal calculations in” assigtiitig the
MS. A to ““ the Alexandrine class in
the Epistles of St. Paul.” But Gries-
bach uniformly kept in view the inter-
nal quality of the readings: *-and s
Judgment of the MS. before us was
formed on a deliberate comparison of
1t’s structure and genius with thase of
manuscripts and versions of the same
or a higher age. 'The true question
therefore 1s, Does the Cedex A agxce
or not with the Byzantine edition in
the most tmportant passuges 2 - In a vast
number, and even in the majority, of
instances, a conformity - may suabsist
between them ; while such, neverthe-
lIess, may be the dissonane¢ in thehore
memorable readings as to shew iocon-
testably that the editions are riot 8ne
and the saure. ~ Of this clear distinetion
the Remarker has been unmindfhl.
Nor is it merely from the agreemerit of
a MS. with Origen, that Griesbach
ranks it under the Alexapdrine tekt. 4
T'hese remarks apply with- equal or
greater force to Dr. L..'s observations
on the learned editor’s arrangement of
the E})hrem manuvscript. 34. The
principle of classtication *¢ can” then
““ only lead to a fallactous éonélusion”
when we forget that Griesbach weigfied
his readings, and considered their sxcel-
lence rather than their usnlier. '

- His_own lasguage in-8Symb. -Crit.
Vol. 11. 135, far from shewing that he
was ‘“ not perfectly satisfied” with his
manuer of computatian, illustrates his

pen .

AAAdAm it 6 4 uiia 4 M) guraa v oty

* Sce, in. particnlus, Symb, €rit. Wul.
1. 620——whege: thie rule aa perspiouansl y

stated and (ully, exemplified. . -

+ Syoubol. Crit. 1. 26. ‘Thua, tog, in

136.  Gricsbach’ sayse. tSdmdantim toc-

tignes, &¢.7; o proof fhst, be,wes yot
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L Rtvield <=Stpsoii’s Sornions. <A
27 “agl ' 15 the SoaddesiFules “publications ¥ whxch we have m’atfé’“a
of Bib }' Q’ i Tf"!" Nm d’i)és he reférence in the margin.
hese Bint “ thas j on 'perhaps be  That Griesbach deserves the thanks
praper, to_subigin the ences of a of every Biblical Critic for his quotas
mamwr% when M* rcads with the tions from O’rxoen, is undoubteéd. - At

seieved tout agaiust, the, Alexaﬂdnne,
9. it's differences when. it teads againgst
both.”’ . “dis words are,  Atqui ‘[not
a@tyne, .as, in+Er. I;:s Remarks, &'c.
P~ 35,7} "8t .posteridribus vel maxime
addas “leciienes ‘eum  vilgary téxtu
eantra ¢ A}examlhuos conseptientes,
ahilo taiwen miuas Alexandfinaruin
leetionaram multo major est; quam
dissentiuin.ab Alexandnms, nwumerus.

Ao ast rthe exptessmn vel maxime 1is
déelaratory of  Griesbach’s firm per-
suasioh that the classification of mann-
seripts depends on’ a‘higher principle
than attention to numerical excesses

apd defects. -
.. But the < accuracy of his calcula-

tions” is disputed. . 37 :(—

<¢ A circumstarice upon which he seems
to lay considerabile stress, printing his ac-
eount of it in italics, is the union of the
ghamascripts-A. C. with Origen in seventy-
five out of cighty places; but here he is
indisputably inaccurate. His words are
these : ¢ Inuter lectiones illas 88 codicibus
A et C ccmamnunes, surt 75, quibus suffra-
gatur Origenes; et 13 tantum a qutbug
abhorret,” ‘The thirteen differences alluded
to he.gives in. detail; but besides these,
seventeen more -at ‘léast appear to ‘have
esca.ped his eye, which I have subjoined in
a noteg: so that instead of only thkirteer
mstancc;s of dxscqrdance .he should have

gxun tkwty .'” |

t

Hav; ing. exammed * the seventeen
readings” $aid to be opiitted by him,
we are sausﬁeu that something mz@h&
be alleged in abatement of the charge.
Griesbash, after all, neither was nor
claimed ta be excmpted from *¢ tnac-
curacy.”™  Error éx move or less unavoza,’-
alle va. these: investigatiops. Such is
Dr.. L:'s “opiaten : and: he avows a
persuasion -that. Griesbach's erter has
not been atentional.l 48. -In.a rote
however to p. 42, the Remarker un-

handsowmely. accuses lum of nat having:

collatedk-a . MS. with which he %V ~
fesses t0 have-been gequainted. * We
employ-ihecepithet ‘unhondsomety; be-
caal atie trath o of - the ease  might
casily ~have beeﬁ ’Hmwn ‘fwm the

.

- G”-’Wni’en@m . ‘Griesb.

o SBepfateiiér;’ mmmws'
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the same time, these extracts are
neither so complete nor so accarate
as to supersede further investigation,
Dr. Laurence has shewn this to bé
the fact, 41—4g, and Appendzx Per-
haps he makes an excessive estimate
of the honour of his triumph: pers

‘haps greater modesty would have

become him; and his own reputa-
tion might not have suffered had he
suppressed the exclamation, 44,

¢ Now could a writer of Griesbaeh’s.
talent and diligence blunder so egre-
giously !’ |

Sure we are that Griesbach’s censor,
whose Remarks, &'c. begin, proceed
and conclude on the false supposition
that the number rather than the
quality of readings should govern our
classification of manuscripts - oughit
not to have hazarded this sentence.
Hitherto he has not destroyed; or
injured, the critical system of ‘the
Professor. It is with reluctance that
we must -now. divert our attentien
from - his attacks. Other engage-
ments demand our time and thoughts:
and we hepe to continue and finish
this article of Review in the Monthly‘

Repository for May.

ArT. MI.—Sermons ly the late. John
Simpson. Printed, by Combe; at.
‘Leicester.. Published, in Londoaua,
by Hunter. 1816. 8vo. pp. 460.

NHE subjects of the discourses
B contained in this volume, are
the following : Contentment (Heb.

xi. 5), Hawwel's. ambition (2 Kings

nu 13), Forgiveness of injurzes (Matt.

15), Brotherly love (Heb. xiii,

l), Tbé‘ house of mourning and of feast-

ing (Eedles. vn. 25, The government of

the heart ( Prov v 23Y, dortrtude.

(1'Cor. xvi. 13, Haméan's pride (¥:ther

v. 13), The los.s qf the “sonl - not. compen-

sated Ly the gaim of ‘the world (M att

xvi. 20Y, R«iemn;g ‘the time {Coloss.

iv. 5), @wm! folfpwmg ‘the matlritude

to do. @il (Exod.”xxiil. 2); 'Zéit ex-

j)lmnec&mzcé;%?mmeadqd (Rev, i} I(]},.,’

Paralle of the. talents (Malr, p;}x.v

14, M@)o »&als,‘lﬂfﬁ 1ra- Jﬂfﬂ'l w;‘"(%.;

MM aAo,_xeqp L((zal Vi 77)
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Youth warned of a future judgmient
(Eccles. xi. Q), Repentance (ﬁ}fatt.f iv.
17), The fear of God (Ps. xxxiti. 8),
Prayer (Philipp. iv. 6), Public wor-
skip  (Ps. lxxxav. 1), ZThe ways of
virtue ways of pleasantness (Prov. 1ii.
17), False signs of a good end a lad
character,- and the true test of loth
‘(Matt. vii. 20), Rich and Poor mu-
tually related :  their reciprocal duties
(Prov. xxii. 2), T he year crowned with
God’s goodness (Ps. Ixv. 11), What-
soever things are true, &c. (Philipp.
iv. 8). |

It thus appears that these Sermons
treat of topics which, as the editor
observes, are maiscellaneous, and € en-
tirely of a practical tendency:” we
forther agree with him that ¢¢ perspi-
cuity” marks the preacher’s illustra-
tions ; and we consider it as highly
‘honourable to Mr. Simpson’s memory
that he inculcated from the pulpit, in
a plain and ‘serivus manner, the great
duties of religion—while, from the
press, he favoured the world with his
admirable Essays on the language of
the Scriptures. .
" An extract from the discourse on
Urotherly love, which was preached, in
1804, for the benefit of some charity
schoels, will be a good specimen of
the writer’s style of address, and will
shew the state of his judgment on
those 1institutions which- maintain as
well as instruct the offspring of the
poor : |

‘¢ In the institution which you have

‘z_}dvicc.

establishéd, by giving children: sethe:prie-
sent -atkomniddations -of foed, . habization,
and raiment, good instruction is rendereil
more impressive and éffectuat. The bounty
that is felt by the immediate yelief which
it affords to bodily wagts, attaches sepsi-
ble minds to their bcuefactors, and dis-
poses them to regard their counsel and

Being tagght the arts of read‘ini,
writing, arithmetic, and needle-work,
they are early inured to habits of industry,
and are better enabled to provide for
their future permanent support and com-
fort in the world, ~This will eminently
contribute to preserve their morals, and
to secure that constant application to
their proper business and duties, which is
necessary tao preserve habitual tranquillity,
contentment, and cheerfulness in their
own minds, and to render them respect-
able and useful members of society; for
in order to prevent, as well as to cure,
evil habits, persons must be accustomed
to regular employment, and the outward
condition must be rendered comfortable.””
76, 77. . -

The < inaccuracies” which occur
in this volume, are evidently owing
to the difficulty of decyphering the
author’s short-hand <€ with ‘¢otrect-
ness.” DBut the pious attention of the
editor to his father's memory, claims
our respect: and to those who, had
the happiness of witnessing  the
‘ meekness of wisdom” which cha-
racterised the late Mr. Simpson these

osthumous Sermons will be particu-
rarly acceptable.

~ oAy g e, v

POETRY.

Lines occasioned by reading < Dr. Smith
on the Divine Government.”’

Brightly dawn’d the Christian morning,
Passing reason’s purest ray,
Revelation’s sun adorning
Ages dark, and all was day !

But scarcely were his beams diverging
Q’er .the world in splendid light,

Ere bigotry’s dark cloud emerging,
Wrapp’d again those rays in night,

Then men encbain’d in superstition,
Evil passions unconfin'd,

Prew their God without commission,

- Frem their warp’d and sickly mind.

Yes—children of the -snmé great God,

“ From thé mérey’ feat were drivin

And the few who seiz’d the rod,
Proudly arrogated héav’'n. =

But hope again iy dawning bright,
"Tis thine to ¢hise those clouds away,

"Tis thine once more with reason’s light,
To harbinger the sun of day.  *

Before thy pervous pen they fall,
Before thy breath the phantoms. iy,

The branch of peace thou besr'st to e/,
Thy great oredentials from qn high.

For in that sacred book ’tis found
That none delicving disobey,

Tho' zealots would that. text.confound,
And behd-itite thkir ows 'dark: way.



Poetry.—Vesses occasioned by reading-Soythey's Carmen Triumphale.

» Drawa from liis own refulgent glery ;.
’lim}st:rtheu-the azure field of heav’'n,.
'On which te trace the blissful story—

Yé‘t would soime envious wreteh be found,
¢ Iti bigotry’s dark mantle brooding,
To vrap his vest'more closely round,
*“The golded scrolf of life exclading.
Tho’ from his shroud false light’nings
dart,
And envy’s serpents hiss around thee ;
Vain is each insidious art,
That seeks to baflle or c'onfound thee.

For thou—-propp’d on th’ eternal arm,
With mercy’s wings about thee hov’ring,

‘Shalt every latent foe disarm—

- Meekness and ‘truth thy shield and

| €OV’ ring.

VERSES,

&'caszoned by reading Sautltey s Carmen
Triumphale.

. BY T™HE LAYE EpwArp RusHTON.
(From the Liverpool D]ercury.]

When man’s great curse, despotm sSWay,
Sweeps mxna.ds from the realms of day ;
When wide o’er all the Christian world
Destruction’s banners are unfurl’d 3
When Europe with exhaustion rcels,
Yet nor rémorsé nor pxty feels ;

At this dread period SouTHEY stands,
The wild harp trembhng in his bands;—
And whilst fanatic furor fires his

mind,
*“ Glory to G'od '’ he cryes,
Jor mankind I’

Ab, Southey, if thy boyish brood

Were prone to shed each other’s blood,
“Thou couldst not with unruffled mien
Behold the agonizing scene :

Why then suppose the Sire of All

Is pleased to see his creatures fall 3
Why then, if carnage strew the ground,

/
¢ delav'rance

~And groans, and sbrieks, and yells
. ahound; .
Why ﬂ)eu, if ruthless bavock lord it
, wide, |
Should bigot rage exult, and God be
glonﬁed 2
1. grieve when qarth is drencll d with

. gore,

And realms wnt,ﬁ woe are cover’d o’er;

I gricve, and reprobate the plan

Of thanking God for slaughter’d man :
Nor can I hope that lawless sway,
- Fierce 44 a tiger o’er bis prey,

WiH ever uncompell’d resign

That power the priest preclain.s divine :
No, Soutbey, mo ! oppres,sara ne’er

R e ;
Tl&m&nrmhaghvmmded Z9an umst hberate
mankind.
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+Appall’d by syperstitious cares,
Déspots of ‘yore have crown’d their beirs,

But when, Oh, Southey! tell me when
- Have despots raxsed their slaves to men ?
Vot’ries of power, to this they bend,
For this eternally contend ;
Whilst man, let despots rise or fall,
Poor abject man submits to all;
And should his wrongs beyond endu-
rance swell,
Here glares the state’s red arm, and there
ar endless hell.

Whether of home or foreign growth,

All despots from my soul I loath ;

And as torights—I should as soon

Expect a ilnessage from the moon,

As bope to see a courtly train

Combin’d to cherish freedom’s reign—

Combin’d to humamse the heart,

And bid the nurse’s drecams depart :

No, Southey, no! those scourges, when
combin’d,

May desolate a world but never free man-

kind.

If proof be wanting, France may shew,

In man’s great cause low 'monarchs
glow : |

Thou know’'st, when one immortal
stroke : ~ -

Her lacerating shackles broke ;

Thou know’st how Europe’s
swarms

Flew, like infuriate fiends, to arms;

And how the vaunting legions came,

To quench a never-dying flame ;

And well thou know’'st how France
sublimely rose,

Bared her resistless arm,

th’ aggressing foes.

If proof be wanting, turn thine ¢yes

Where poor partition’d Poland lies ;

By many a barb’rous band assail’d,

In freedom’s cause she fought, she fml’d 5

She saw her children bite the dust,

O’erwhelm’d by rapine, murder, lust;

She saw her cities blaze, and all

That ’scaped the flames by ruffians fall ;

Transfix’d by groves of pikes, she heard
them groan,

Then back into the flames saw writhing

thousands thrown.

Poor prostrate Poland ! here we find
How despots liberate mankind ;
And here, unblushing bard, we sece
The savage hordes extell’d by thee :
But whether minstrels cbhapnge with
| | timcs,~ '
And scatter flow’rs o’er courtly crimes ;
Or truth’s firm s@ns lmpnson’d lie,
Or priests the reasoning pow rs decry ;
Soon, like those brutes that shun the
nightly fire
From freedom'’s  holy flame. sball ‘man 's
fierce faes retire. - .

savage

and crush’'d

L
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DOMESTIC.

Revricrous. B
ﬁxtraordingry Proceedings at  Laverpool.
April 14th, 1817.

L.asT week, Mr. John VVri%ht, of

Liverpool, who has of late delivered
religious lectures, and held meetings

for worship on Unitarian principles,

in the Long Room, Marble-Street (a
place which has been frequently oc-
cupied by different denominations of
Christians during the last twenty
years), was -summoned, on three in-
formations, to appear before the ma-
gistrates, on the charge of holding
meetings for worship in a place not
duly registered. Mr. Wright attended
at the Town-Hall on Saturday last, at
the appointed time, when the Mayor
(John Wright, Esq.) and Alderman
Nicholson took their places as the
sitting magistrates. They were after-
wards joined by Alderman Sir William
Barten. E .

The first information was then read,
relative to a meeting for worship being
held in the Long Room, on Tuesday
st Apnl. | |
" The informer op thjs charge was
Heece Davies, of the Lwerpool Courier
Lfice ; who being sworn, gave evidence
of the statement 1n the nformation.

- The second information was then
read, which made a similar charge for
Sunday the 6th April. R

.. The informer on -this charge also
was [Reece Davies, of the JLwerpeool
Courier Qffice; who being again sworn,
gave evidence of the statement in that
information. | o

" “The third information was then read,
which /made a similar charge for Tues-
day the 8th April.

- Ylthninformer on this charge also
was . Reece Davies, of the Lwerpool
‘Courier Qffice; who being again sworn,
gave evidence of the statemnent in that
jnfaermation. . . -

. In answer to some questions from
the bench, and Mr. Statham, town-
"‘iuk, as, to the nature of the prayers,
Bee. Reece Davies stated that they were
similar to those usually made in other
chapels. . .

, :r.,%vr.ight being then c.alled upon
for his defence, stated, that in a life of

J. : T UL LR DRI G4 PR Yt
more than  fifty years, he had déver
knowingly violated any of the lasvs-of.
his country. He had reason to beheve
that the room in which: his meetings
were held was duly r.egisterfd, as rt-had
been used for worship about twenty

ears. And indeed, he conceived, that
if the place were not registered, yet, as
he ha([) always been informed that it
was, he could not be supposed to have
oftended against the statute, as its pe-
nalties were direéted against those whe
knowingly hold meetings for worship in
places not registered. He then pro-
duced some written evidence, fromn a
most respectable quarter, stating at
what time, and by whom,; and .for
whom, the place had been certified
to the Bishop’s Registrar at Chester.
There had not been sufhicient time
allowed to precuare a certificate from
Chester, but he doubted not he could
do so in a few days. ‘T'he bench then
agreed to adjourn the business to that
day week, when the official evidence
was to be produced. ‘
The penalty incurred in this case
would be, not exceeding £20 on each
information, nor less than 2Qs.—one
half to the informer. | S
During the above examination, Mr.
Wright, alluding to some . disorderky
conduct in the Long Room, durin
worship on Tuesday the 8th—stated,
that the individua] whom he meant to
charge with thas disorder, had refused
at the time to give his address. *He
had since learnt, however, thathis
name was Scott, and he would now
ask Reece Davies -whether he knew
that persan. Being answered in the
afirmative, he further demanded his
full name and address ;-when Scott hiini-
self, being in the court, was required to
ive it—which was Jumes Secott, of
iiverpool, merchant, No. i t, Clayton-
Square. - Mr. Wright then -deeclared
his intention immediately to proseeute
hiw, under the 12th clavse -of aritact
52 Geo, 11I: for disorderly
daring worship on the.aboxe evening.
The business on which Mr. Wright
was summaoned . being. now,  foRkithe
present, concluded, NF W. was about
to depart, when Mr, Stathpmirosd and
informed him he had now,le-bring
forward a.chasge. of a. more. serigus
nature, o , '

(R
GRS



Inteliigence.— Extraordinamf. onceed{ngs at Liverpool.

. Mr. Pright~—1 was sugnmqned for
a particular purpose, wh_iclg-‘.i Hags at-
tended to, and am not bound to attend
10 any other business. .

v Adr. . Statham.— Sir, -this 15 an In-
formation upon which vou will now be
taken into-custody. You are charged
xwwith-blasphemy:. « -

.. He then read an information on the
evidence of James Scott (the identical
person’ Mr. Wright had just stated his
intention to prosecute for disorderly
conduct)—which, being duly sworn
to, charged Mr. Wright with having
expressed and conveved to his hearers
the.idea, ‘¢ that a belief in the doctrine
of the holy Trinity was absurd and ri-
diculous—that it was folly to believe
in what was called the atonement of
the death of Jesus Christ, as it was
impious to suppose that a good being
would take an innocent victim to atane
for -the sins of the wicked——that as the
idea of the soul surviving the body was
an absurd and ridiculous mental delu-
sion, that the idea of a future state was
equally so.” Mr. Statham then 1in-
formed Mr. Wright that his proceed-
ings had been watched; that the mayor
had sent persons for the purpose to the
Long Room, every evening, since he
had advertised his meetings in the
Laverpool Mercury of the 28th March ;
and that it was at the 'mayor’s instance
that the informer on this charge (Scott)
had.now attended to give evi(% ence.

o Mr, Wright.—Why, Sir, the senti-
ments-J defivered 1 had a legal right to
delwver. by act ef parliament, and the
last. charge is an entire falsehcod, and
contrary. to all my sentiments.

M. Stathem.——That you must shew
in another place. You must give bail
fer your appearance at the next Assizes,
at Lancaster; yourself in £200, and
two sureties 13 £100 each. (Mr.
Whright was then placed in’custody of
the eanstables, and put to the barasa
prisoner.) .

- Mr. Wright.—But, Sir, I must know
vader what law I am charged with
this 2 o

, Mr. Statham.—Under no particular
act;, but under the'law of the land.

Mr. Wright~—Under what law of the
lapd ¥ | | .

" M. Statham.—Under the common
law,;, e | :

M. Wnght~—Under what common
law ?—Hawve you never seen the act of
pashiament, .lacely- pasged, which tole-
rates the exercise of religious opinions,
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which were bgfore not permitted?-—71'o
this.no answer was given.

Mr. Wright.—But if 1 be arrested,
and held to batl, contrary to the pro-
visions of an act of parliamnent, can I
not claim indemnity 2

Mr. Statham.—Y ou can adopt what
steps you think proper. e

T'wo respectable friends of Mr. W,
who happened theu to be in the court
merely as spectators, offered themselves
as the requircd bail.—One of them
(Mr. F. B. Wright), in deseribing his
residence, stated, that it was near
Anne’s Church. The mayor and Me.
Statham 1nstantly asked was it not
Saint Anne’s Church? Mr. F. B.-W.
said he had spoken of it in the usual
way, and had casually omitted the
word saint. He did not know of such
a saint in Scripture, nor did he believe

such an omission was criminal.  Mr.
Statham said, ¢ Sir, I suspect you
purposely omitted the word.” DMr.

F. B. W. here claimed the’ protection,
of the court.

Mr. Fright.—1
Mayor, offered my bail, and
claimm 1y liberation. - ‘

Myr. Statham.—Y ou must give twef~
ty-four hours notice of your bail, and
inquiries must be made into its suffis
ciency. Bail is-not a matter of ¢ourse.”
You may be kept in custody a weeks,
Sir, for aught you know. - o

Myr. Wright—I1 am certain, Sir, that
if a short time were allowed, so that
this business could be made known
out of doors, I should bave bail offered
which the mayor musé know would -be
su(hicient. - -

Flere another friend of Mr. Wiright,
stepped forward and said, ¢ Mr. Mayor,
if only a_few minutes be allowed befora
you feave the Hall, I am sure 1 caty
produce for Mr. Wright the most reéé
spectable bail to any amount.” -

Time was allowed. Mr. Wright
was removed in custody to the jury
room, having objected to be sent down
amongst persons charged with crime;
and, in about fifteen minutes, Mr.
Wright's friend returned with two
gentlemen, whose suréty was not a
moment objected to. r. Statham
asked them if they were acquainted
with the nature of the charges againgt
Mr. Wright; He then read the infoy.
mation. One of the gentlemen re;
marked, that with Mr. Wrigh‘t’s srelis
gious creed he was not acqualnted, but
on his integrity he would ventidre hia

have now, M=
of eourse
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rdperty. VT he tothrer obseived; that

e agreed’ in the sen/iments ithputedito
Mr. Wright, with the exception of the
last, whicty hie did not believe Mr. W,
- éver espoused. -

Mr. Wright was then liberated, and
h¥s departure from the Hall was only
impeded by a namber of other friends,
eagerly pressing in to ofler themselves

as his bail. |
S | Remarks.

On the above extraordinary case,
which is already familiar to the public,
we thave little to say, at presemt; it
will we understand be brought before

. the higher tribunals.

The case divides itself into two parts;
the first relating to wwnlicensed worship,
the second to blasphemy.

- In the account given above, it is
stated that the first complaint was ad-
journed a -week, in order to allow Mr.
MWright time to procure a copy of the
certificate of register of the place of
peeting. “The cause came before the
magistrates on the 1gth instant. The
point was now established by a living
witness, that the place was duly regts-
tered in the Bishop’s Court at Chester
about twenty years ago. But no looks
are kept in- the Court; documents are
simply put upon a file, and take theiwr
<hance of preservation: in the present
instance nothing remained aud there-
fore no copy could be had. On the
estimony of the witness referred to,
however, thie magistrates seemed dis-
osed to allow the legality of the meet-
ng and to dismiss the complaint, when
the town-clerk (who has earned for
himself a lasting name) put In an
exception and demanded that the de-
fondant should be convicted on one of
the three informations, on the fol-
lowing extraordinary gronnd, viz. that
the Act of the King, cornmonly called
" The New Toleration dct, requires a
#Protestaut Dissenting Place of Wor-
ship to be registered anew every time
1t-is oocupied by a new congregation !
If-the town-clerk be right, the majorety
of our comgregations are unprotecled Ly
¢he law.. Butwe are persuaded that the
counstruction. of the l.iverpool lawyer
avill ‘be set aside the moment it 1s stated
4o 4 higher eourt. It behoves the
JepuTIER and the PROTESTANT So-
“c1eTY 10 look afier this matter; for
sight. or'wrong the magistrates' at L.i-
werpool were ruled by their legal ad-
wivery and «ciow.v reTep Mr. WRIGHT
in: thie  penaltysof awenty shillings aad

" Frgetipvner-i Efpevordiner ) Pyocved;

An the copy now

>groLivbrpool.
five 'shitRAgy! egstsT - VEFA “WIH gl ! Siric
mediardby glive-fotice 'S Afedl against
this coh¥iction atahé Quiitter Bedsions,
which will have beefrr helil ‘Beforé-this
meet$thie redder's €y The resultwmll
be hereaftér arrmouticed.” o
The prosecution for blasphémy s still
more serious, and intimgtely conceéfrs
the Unitarians asa bedy. This stands
over to the Lancaster Assizes. Here

 too the town-clerk of Liverpool (who

discovers in every thing thé same ofi-
ginalitv) takes new ground. He rests
the charge of blasphemy on the common
laww. It remains to be seen whit his
lezal opinion is worth: but if he be
right, the TriniTY BIrrr, in which
Unitarians have so much rejoiced, is
no protection to them: it only exempts
them from the operation of certain
statutes, but leaves them exposed to
the common law, if that be, as the
town-clerk advises, against them. What
authoritics this lominary of the law
relies on we know not. ord Ellenbo-
roungh-has indeed said, after Blackstone,
that - ¢ Christianity is the law of the
land,” and if we were to ask his Lord-
ship what Christianity is, he  would
undoubtedly refer us to the Cémmon
Prayer Book, contaiming ‘the Thirty
Niue Articles and the Athanasian
Creed : but we much question-whetheér
his Lordship would abide in any paréi-
cular instanee by his own dictum. Sl
there is enough 1Y the case to aréuse
the atiention of the Unitarians, arid we
have the pleastire 6f inforining the pab-
lic that the Committee of the Usrrra-
RIAN PUND are not inattentive'to it. =
The charge dgainst Mr. Wright ‘of
denying a future state 13- plainly -a
mistake, arising probably: from: thd‘fg-
norance -of the informer, who hkas
confounded a separate, intermeédiate,
with a future state. To shéww this,
Mr. Wright has ‘published the Sermonh,
with attestationd: to its being a true
copy; it is in fact a Sermoh' 6f His
brother’s,, Mr. Richard Fright, o the
Usitarian Fund ' Missionary, awd was
ublished in 1811, as No. 14 of M.
. Wrright's ¢« Evangelical Disvourises.”
In -delwvering it, My, Johmm Wiright
made some additions, which aremarked
rinted by crotchets.
There is an explanatery . * Preface’”
and some excellent ‘¢ Preliminary
.Remarks” to-the pubtication; which
may. be had, Price One'Slhillmg; of
‘D. Eston, High-Holborn, iewd which
we recommend to-all- who fedb:an 1n-
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terest iy thiesafigir. —The Printer,.is
Ms. E. B..Wgight, of  Liverpool, ano-
ther brother of Mr,. Richard Wright's,
the Missionary.: he.is the jperson who
so grievously offended the town-clerk by
his want of piety towards.Saint. Anne.

Lord Holland has, brought. ‘this
matter tuto the Howpse of Lords, 1n a
conversation on Lord Sidmouth’s: Cir-
cular, to which his Lordship attrnibutes
the proceedings at. Liverpool. - As
might have been. expected from the
nephew of Mr. Fax, Lord Holland has
expressed strong. surprise at .the aflair.
"The Bishop of Chester is reported to
have apoloagized for the magistrates and
town-clerk, by saying that Mr. Wright
was charged on the. testimony of ‘¢ a
respectable Liverpool merchant,” with
denying a future state. His Liordship
has. been doubtless misinformed, 2f not
with regard to the informer, yet cer-
taanly with regard to the ground of his
information : and it 1s not a little cu-
rigus that Dr. Law, Bishop of Chester,
son of Dr. Edmund Law, Bishop of
Carlisle, should have been the person
to repeat the charge of blasphemy
against a Dissenting Teacher, on the
ground of his having taught the doc-
trine of the total mortality of man and
of his sole dependence on a resurrection
for immortahity ; a doctrine which ¢ke
Bishop of Chester's Father was distin-
gusshed jfor maintaining, which he as-
serted not as a loese conjecture, but as
the result of long and learned investi-
gations,  and whizh he continued to
defend in the successive editions of his
admirable work, Considerations on the
Lheory of Religion, the last edition of
which, published net leng before the
vepetable author’s death, 1s completely
Unitarian. . N

- On the whole, there is nothing in
thas affair to terrify the Unitarians, the
Dissenters and ‘the friends of religious
libergy generally ; but much to set them
to think upon the spirit of the tunes
and the tendency of the late measures
of his. Majesty’s ministers. Their will
15" obvious ; their power has hmits.
Let the (riends of frcedom, the Dis-
senters and especially the Unitarians
be- cautious and temperate, and await
the 1ssue. The interval may be trying,
but it will be purifying: and if any
Ksson may be learned from history,
we - may. rest.assured.that the end.will
beusatisfactory : England has always
triibvphed over bad laws- and evil
counsdlons. ce

Sexvices at Parliament - Cqurt on ~-Hre.

Fox's entering -on the Ministerial
Offec. -~ T
O~ Wednesday, Aptil-the 2nd, Msg

W. J. Fox, late of Chichester, entered:
on the pastoral oflice of the congrega-
tion in Parliament® Court, Astillery-
Lane, Bishopsgate-Street. A religious-
service was held on the oceasion to
recognize and improve an event so
proinising to the future prosperity of
the society and the interests. of pure
Christianity. .

Ouwr. readers are already sufficiently
acquainted with the Jloss recently
sustained by this congregation in the
lamented -death of Mr. W. Vidler;
and it gives us great pleasure to have
so soon to record its re-settlemerit
with such a valuable successor as
they have in their present minister.
It was the wish of the parties con-
cerned on this bccasion to avoid every
thing which under the usual name of
ordination, conveys an idea of some
spiritual authority in religious teach-
ers, to impart a distinct character,
with ecclesiastical powers, to their
brethren :—a notion at complete va-
riance with the religious - equality
established by Christ amongst bis
disciples, and which has in all ages
been the fruitful source of priestly
domination, and innumerable 1mpo-
sittons:on the credulity and.consciences
of mankind. The ministers engaged
on this occcasion were Mr. T. Rees,
T. Madge, of Nerwich, J. Gilc¢hrist,
Dr. Lindsay, R. Aspland; and Dr.
Rees. After suitable devotional exer-
cises, Dr. Lindsay delivered an inte-
resting discourse on the -origin of
Chrisuan assembhies for worship,
their primitive constitution, and . the
character of their teachers. In: his
usual style of manly eloquence, the
preacher shewed the diflerence be-
tween a priesthood created by super-
stitton and. pledged to the-support of
uninte”igib{e ereeds or unmeaning
ceremonies ; and the pastor- of 'a
primitive church or congregation, their
instructor but not their master, their
friend, their counsellor, and their
guide ; the object of their free-choiee,
baving no dominion owver their faith,
but being a helper of thew joy. #le
asserted the perfect independency of
all Christian congregations origmajly,
and . their righs té- choose their own
officers, antF transact withont control,
all their ‘soecial concerns ;; and con-
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"' A member of t%'re society: x{'Mr
Abdetthy) théh-bri **memwﬁeé the

seeps by wllgeﬁﬁhey were led te iirvite

bﬁ’ Fem te-reside among them; and
undertakke the pastoral office. Mprs
Fox in--a short but animated address
signified his aeceptanee of the invita-
&son, declining to make any confession
of faith excepting that he was a
Christian, and desired to be exten-
sively useful as a Christian minister :

which desiré was the great motive
to-his removal from his late situatiOn,
to so public and important a station
i the metropolis. Unfettered and
wnlimited freedom of -inquiry he
elaimed for himself and would cheer-
fully coneede to all his brethren.

- -Mr. Aspland delivered an able and
judicious discourse from Matt. xvill.
15—20, 1n which sound criticism
and an impartial appeal to parallel
Scriptures, were employed to shew
that the passage rightly understood
yields no.support to narrow, illiberal,

and tyrannous systems of ecclesiastical
polity ; conveys no pawer. te churches
Qr, _gbhu;c men,_ to institute odious
inquisitiops, after supposed heresy, or
to enforce any kind of religious uni-
formity : but that the whole, like
every other part of the injunctions
of Christ Jesus, breathes the spirit of

Christian liberty and love. It was
earnestly wnshex by many who were
present that this and Dr. Lindsay’s

discourse should be published, bLoth
pearing to them eminently calcus
lg;e(f for great usefulness.

The venerable Dr. Rees. (father of
the issentmg body in London), con-
¢juded the public services of thg day,”
with some very aflectionate expres-
s¢ong of : his good will to the cause at.
Parliament . Court—his high regard
for the memory of their late pastor—
and--the .pleasure he experienced 1n
anticipating the success and use-
fulness ~of their present respectable
ministes:.. commnguding them .to the
blessing of; Almighty god in fervent
prayer.

" Igwias” with_high gratification that
Q\ar& r Rees express. his attach-
)5 reat” doctrine of the’

l M ty qf,éod; in which, thongh.
W ,.fmh)} WW of lm ‘adwrémér

Chrisg, he
declared hxm f to h%m “} eefy &

firm believer f6f BIy “years; and. his

cherished by every Dissenter;:

gefneralamﬁonea S AN
. Em the afternooty~the *mmmmd
a party of Mz Fox's-friends; ~with
sowe visitors: frotn: other congrega.
tions, m al about ninety ~persons,
dined together at- the King’s Head
Yavern, in.tlre Poultry. . Several aps
propriate toasts were’ given, and sowe
excellent speeches on - the eause-of
religious freedom, and the prngrm
of just and ratumal sentreents
rehomn delivered.* A warm eu}ugmm
on Sir Samuel Romllly, the entighv
ened advocate of-ecivil and religtoas
hiberty, the friend of the. miserable
captive, and the enemy of sanguinary.
laws, was received - awith loud @ amed
distinguished applause. : "And . : the
whole company" seemed to enter fally
into the spirit of one of the earliest
sentimnents proposed to the meeéihg,
a sentiment which should be wm'm'ly
Fow
CAUSE OF CIVIL AND_RBLIG«IW&
LIBERTY ALL OVER THE WORLD 'L

L
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Southern Unitarian Fund Séciety. .
THE Southern. Unitarian- Fund S~
ciety held its Second Annual M eeting
on Wednesday the 9th anstant, at -tha:
Unitarian Chapel, in the High=btreey,
Portamauth. Thongh we bad lately
sustained an ‘xrrepa.rab‘le loss, in. the
removal to Parliament. Goury of the
gentleman, in_ whose well-direated
zeal~and activity for- the diffusiesiof

~hvan0eT'ical tluth,yt.h,e society Origi-

nated, yet the da; was, }n every regpect,

conso]i)x()g Thty)'u h we had :?ISE) to
lament our losg, by theé removdl ‘to
distant situagions, of those gentlemm"
who had been able co ‘tors in forars
ing and in promoting tie views of '¢he
socu:ty; and though;-as the préachéy
pathetically obsew‘ed we had hang-
our harps tipon- the wmews»q yetthose.
who  remained -bad. no ‘epteé:for -de-
Spaif; forthedttendance thithe mgrhi
qtﬂ'wﬁe was'very’ﬁmpnmble, thver

ev numerous. Nr. Hug i
v‘&ﬁuﬁt MBf lﬂ)‘&‘sbﬁi“e!yﬁn Mis

e e

Cry: o
cbu rae;-Fedin lmhwwm M
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bejieve.. not - wpatit;-but. oy the
wints &  ‘The.soriety was anly
prevenided,. by t&: low state af its_fi-
nagces;. from. ar & Wt for 1is
being printed. The societly's. expenses

tor.the last year had woaveidably in-
trenched on its former domations, by
considerably exceeding its receipts.
'Khe society has-been and is desirous
of extending its sphere of usefulness,
and of diffusing the pure light of divine
trath, to the meighbouring villages;
but the paucity of its means will ne-
cessarily confine its operations for the
present. to Portsea, Gosport and Fare-
ham,

The eompauy at dinner was nearly
as numerous as on the first anniversary,
only two short of the number, not-
withstanding several removals; and
next year we hope to exceed it. After
dinner the health of our late Secretary
and Founder was drank with enthu-
stastic applause. A handsome sub-
seription was paid from a small penny-
a~week socxe of Newport, in t{xc Is{e
of Wigh g:our new members from
the . Htgh-Street congregation were
added to our hst.

» The wutility of this msntuuon has
been so fully exemplified, in various
ways, since its establishment, as to
entitle it to the. encouragement and
support of the friends of Scripture
trath, and' to the imitation of those
whb are desirous of ameliorating the
candition of the poor, by enlightening
-Lhetr minds, by infusing into them a

irit ‘of pure dcvouon, by training
t em to a love of God as well as of
Christ, and, by religious: instruction
and moral precept, to improve their
habits and reform their lives.

Portmouth April 11th, 1817.

" Manchester Quarte-rly Meeting.

Tue %uarter!y Meeting of Presby-
terjan  Ministers 1in the District of
Manchester, waa held at Bury, at the
Chapel of the Rev. Mr. Allard, on the
4th inst. The Rev. A. Dean intro-
daced the service, and the Rev. Wm.
wons preached from John xix. 30,—
‘“ kt 1s finushed.” The next meeting
wl, be at Hyde ~Preagher, the Rev.
. Supportcc, the Rev. S.

n&fk r‘f' :

S Aagmogrse of the. afieragon, the
Mmahé v Uniarian-  Bellowship,
lagply- o), hecame thve: tupic of

comveragiion aud,mmu dnscqgnqn, 1t
VOY. x%1. 2 K

v Quarterly: Megting— Manchesier-College, York. 3.49

is inpossible that the same. .
shduld he vxgwed by different. personi
under the same a :—hence, as well
as through other causes, inevitabl
arises difference of opinion. Butw
the merit or demerit of differeat mea~
sures is discussed with candour and
dispassionateness, the result must be
beneficial. For a short account. of the
Fellowship, I must refer your readers
to your 1\?umber for January of this
year. The success which it has ex-
perienced in so short a time 1s very
considerable.  The number of its
members at this time amounts to nearly
seventy. If the Unitarian Fellowship
should successfully co-operate with the
Quarterly Meetmg, with the Book
and Tract Society, with Mr. Grundy’s
Lectures, and with the increasing zeal
with which this district has been ani-
mated, while it will be an object of
pride and satisfaction to its friends and
supporters, it will be viewed with
pleasure by every hberal mind.

W.J.
Manchester, April 12, 1817.

Manchester College, York.

THEe following sums have been received
on account of this lnstitution :

Hanover-Square Chapel, New-
castle on Tyne, per Rev. W.
- Turmer. Collection.......
Mr. Edmund Grundy, Ratcliffe,
near Manchester. Benefac-

New Annual Subscriptions.
Rev. Wm. Turner, Jun. Man-

chester College, York.... .. 2 2 ©0
Mr. Stratton, late of Manchester i
College, York ........ 2 0 o0
Mr. George St(mqfdd Bradford ]
Yorkshxre......... ce.... 1 1 o0
Mr. Josias Stansfeld, Leeds. 1 1 O
Mr. James Stansfeld, Hahfax . 1 1 @
Mr. John Bruce, N‘ewcastle on
Tyoe ........oovnn.. .. 1 1 o
25 6 B

Rev. Fm. Lamport's Prize.
York, April 2, 1817.

The period allowed for sendmg: m
Easays for this Prize is eme,ndc
May 1, 1818. The adjudlcauon
the Prize will take place at the Anpnal
Exammatlou in Jyne, 1818.

7 ’“ 0ooD, _beasuret
Manpkee{rrndﬂrzl 17, (817.
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Estallishment of a Fellowship Fund in
the New Meeting,” Birmingham.
AT a Meeting ersons friendly to

the Establishmeént of a Fellowship

Fund, held in the Vestry Room of the

New Meeting, on Sunday Morning,

January 11, 1817, Ablraham Solemon,

M. D. in the Chair; -

~ The following Resolutions were-
adopted :

1. 'That a society be formed, called
the Christian Fellowship Fund.

2. That its objects shall be to pre-
sent occasional contributions to Uni-
tarian ‘Chapels, about to be erected
or repaired, and to Unitarian Acade-
mies ; and to promote, generally, the
diffusion of Unitanan truth,

3. That the Fund be supplied by
subscriptions of one shilling per quar-
ter, to be paid in advance.

4. That an annual general meeting
shall be held on the first Sunday in
July of each year, at which time a
president, treasurer, committee and
collectors shall be chosen.

5. That the committee shall con-
sist of the president and treasurer for
the time being,
persons, ta be chosen by each sub-
scriber present at the annual meetin
giving in a list of names ; from which
Irsts -a majority shall be then ascer-
tained.

6. That the committee shall meet
on the first Sunday of every month,
at half-past nine in the merning, in
the vestry room, and that their meet-
ings shall be open to every subscriber,
but that the night of voting be con-
fined to the committee. -

7. That 1n cases of emergency, the
secretary shall be empowered to call
a special m_eetini; of the committee.

8. That the Rev. J. Kentish be in-
vited to accept the office of president.

9. That I\gr. Peyton be requested to
accept the office of trcasurer.

10: That the following subscribers
be requested to act as a committee till
the nextannual meeting ; viz. Messrs.
J. Armstrong, J. Belc%ler, E. Corn,
T. Clark, jun. J. Gillins, T. L.
Hawkes, S. Hutton, F. Luckcock,
W. H. Smith, E. Thompson, T. Wal-
ton, W. Wills, jun. and Dr. A.
Solomon. 5

" 11. That ' these resolutipns be
printed and cirenlated in such manner
as the committee shall direct.

~

Signed, =
ABRAHAM DoromoN, Chairman.

and fourteen other

Intelhigeénce.~—Establishment of & Fellowship Fund, Siddrsea.
- Q

_Notices ' of 'S'li}isq"ripti'ﬁx%ix.' migl ,f:i,;
given to any '_of;,ﬂ';t:,.rrkielii ers of ih_é
committee : and’ s_u’f)'s_cr’iptious “will be
solicited by gentlemen to ‘be deputed’
for t’ha_t"pPlii‘.' €. T
- The "¢ ﬁlewéﬁi? Fund™  is insti~
tuted chiéfly on the suggestion of Dr.
Thomson, of Halifax, 1n a late num-
ber of The Monthly Répository,* and
in a general agreement with the rules
which he has there recommended.
While it furnishes (as its laws will
shew) an easy, convenient, and eco-
nomical method of aiding the diffu-
sion of Unitarian principles and
worship, it can scarcely fail of
answering ends of great importance
in regard to the several congregations
among whom it is established. The
concurrence of the members of our
religious societies, in active and be-
nevolent exertions, advances the grand
objects for which those societres are
formed: and every scheme which
mutually cements the individuals com-
posing our congregations, every scheme
which increases their united watch-
fulness and zeal, is favourable te
their permanence and prosperity ‘as a
body, and must therefore be deserving
of support. | S
For these reasons, the persons
who have already enrolled themselves
as subscribers to this ¢ Fellowship
Fund,” affectionately and earnestly
invite the respective members of the
society of the New Meeting House,
to’ follow their example. . On. their
younger brethren they would . ‘es-
pecially enforce its claims, -as an
institution eminently fitted to create,
to cherish, and to gratify an enlight-
ened interest in the cause of religlaus
truth, charity and virtue. L

 Swansea.

SIR, Swanseg, April 21, 1817.,.

IT. must be gratifying to you, and
your readers to find the useful sug-
gestions appearing. from time to time
in the Repository, attended to and
acted upou. AndY I bave great plea.
sure in making it known, | means
of your useful Work, if you will -al--
low wme), that the small congrega-
tion .of Unitarian Chyistians in  this
place have manifgsted a, digpgsition
to -second = spme, measyles  for. pror-

1\-1\ Ty 'f»AI
* For 6ctobcr, 1816, p

Establishment . of a ‘Fell_oivs’iip“ff und,

pp. 578—580.
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meding the good cause, which hgve
e (?sr pose 'B “s&jfeflvpf""‘();lxr"_égrf?r
spfg&‘anfs;f; On'thé first day of 'this
yédr, "We'began By subsériptions of a
ﬁ’éxfﬁy 4 week, b form a fund, to be

ept distinct fromn the other funds of
the’ society, and applied” as_ occasions
may arisg,. to the service of the general
interests’ of Unpitarianism. The usual
number of attendants at- our chapel
does not miich exceed a hundred :
and” we have already about seventy
subscribers to our Penny Fund. We
should rejoice greatly to see our ex-
ample followed with equal zeal and
unanimity, by all the Unitarian con-
gregations in the kingdom; as, by
this easy and simmple method, an
annual suin might be raised, which,
together with the Unitartan Fund
already formaed, and occasional dona-
tions ‘z'om able and willing friends to
the c¢ause, would be fully adequate to
our increasing wants. \

Believing the Unitarian doctrine to
be the truth, and that in proportion
to its spread, the world will eujoy
mprée of the blessings of genuiné
Christianity, all true Unitarians must
Be pleased with the late frequent calls
upon their liberality, for the erection
ot new chapels and other assistances
to newly formed Unitarian societies.
But as for the most part, the appli-
cattotis upon these occasions, are
made to the opulent alone, and as
many, othéts, 1o whom the donation
of 3 large sum at once miglit be in-
convenient, would probably be glad
to contribirte their mite, the subscrip-
tion 6f a penny a week seems to be
an_éasy and practicable method' of
gi{fﬁ‘g 19 all an opportunity of shewing
their interest in the cause, and as-
sisting with considerable efficacy in
its support. If this scheme could
only effect ope half of what is stated
as possible by your Correspondent,
Dr. Thomson, m Vol. XI1. p. 579,
that is; if only fifty thousand sub-
s¢ribers “could “ bé obtained, raising
upwards of ten thousand pounds per
ahtam, hgw much ‘substantial ser-
vice to ‘thé canse oght be effected by
this, 1n a manner‘the most easy, and
b‘ﬁ ‘an’ eékertiotiv'of each ~individual
aliost impercéptible? C

Jt'is the thtention of the society at
Swansea,” 16 apply what they raise by

this''4¢heme} in" the first place, to
thé Qrd otiold’ of '"Unitarianisiy in our

owy immediate’ neighbourhood, by
the distribution’ of ‘tracts, and by

Intelliogence.— ITemovals amongsté Unitarian Ministers,
.v\;:?‘,,--‘-‘ C »{e’- ’rc.s-« | ,‘, - g o e L f«' - e TN
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other means: but always to keep a
reserve in hand, 'to'be ready fo answer
any calls for the assistance of others.
And we would recommend to the
attention of Unitarians in  general,
if this scheme should be generally.
adopted, that some farther plan
shhould likewise be devised for con-.
centrating its force and uniting the
whole bedy in its application. Might
it not be practicable 1o have a register
somewhere kept of all the Unitarian
congregations, and the number of
subscribers they severally furnish?
In this case, when assistance is
wanted, application should be made
to the keeper of the register,” who
might easily calculate the proportion
which eachh congregation should con-
tribute towards raising the sum re-
quired. e would ascertain, for
instance, that supposing the sum
wanted to be £1000, and the number
of subscribers fifty thousand, the share
to be demanded from a congregation
having a hundred subscribers would
be £2. 'The gentlemen who manage
the Unitarian Fund might perhaps
be induced to undertake the care of
the register; and the communications
might be made, to save troublé and
expence, through the medium of the
Monthly Repository. ‘
Thus a machine might be erected,
of very simple construction, of very
moderate cost, and of vast and in-
creasing power : and would the wholé
body of Unitarians co-operate to set
it in motion, we might in a short
time sce wonderful effects produced.

R. AWBREY. -

Removals amongst Unitarian Binisters,

Mr. ABraM BennNerT, Who hal
been many years pastor of the General
Baptist congregation at Ditchling, Sus-
sex, and some years evening lecturer
at the' Unitarian Chapel, Brighton, has
been unanimously chosen minister of
the numerous and respectable confe-_
gation at Poole, Dorsetshire. lIle has
accepted the invitation, and removes
to Poole at Midsummer. By his re-
moval there will be two vacancies, and
it is to be hoped that both Ditchlin
and - Brighton™ will be supplied éac
with a minister: the latter place affords
a fine opening for any gentleman whose
circumstances will 'a{l%w of his makin;
an experiment as to raising a congre-
gation competent to the support of a
minister, and who may be aturacted by
the situation.

~g
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o " Lateramy. ~

e  Claplon, April 21st, 1817.
S1r. Those of your readers who

have encouraged the proposed publi-
cation of Dr. Priestley’s Theological
Warks by their subscriptions, have
"been led to expect a list of the sub-
~scribers in this month’s Repository.
They will, 1 trust, excuse the delay,
from my not having yet been able to
ascertain the address of some of the
subscribers, and my being convinced
on recollection that I had not afforded

sufficient time, after the circulation of

the last Repository, to those who were

et disposed to become subscribers.
i‘"mm.the present appearance I hope
very soon to report the number of sub-
scriptions as 200, and that the work 1s
proceeding to -the press with all the

expedition In my power.
J. T.RUTT.

FOREIGN.
A REeL1IG10US.
The Pope's Bull against Bilble Societies.
POPE PIUS VII. (To the Archbi-

-~ ‘shep of Gnezn, Primate of Poland.)

-

t

‘VENERABLE BROTHER,
‘Health and apostolic benediction.
N our last letter to you we pro-
mised, very soon, to return an answer
to yours; 1n which you have appealed

to this Holy See, in the name also of

the other Bishops of Poland, respecting
what are called Bille Societies, and
have earnestly inquired of us what you
~onght to do in-this affair. We long
- since, indeed, wished to comply with
your request; but an incredible va-
riety of accumulating concerns have
‘so pressed upon us on every side, that,

- till this day, we could not yield to your
- -solicitation.

WE HAVE BEEN TRULY SHOCKED

" AT THIS MOST CRAFTY DEVICE, BY

WHICH THE VERY FOUNDATIONS OF
RELIGION ARE UNDERMINED; and,
_baving, because of the greatimportance
ofthesubject, convened for consultation
our vemerable brethren, the Cardinals

-of-the Holy Roman Church, we have,

. SRTHLE. . 3
.congratulate  you, . venerable” brother;

M frrr /»’;;WM

with the nunost care and:attention, de-
Jiberated upon the measures proper to
‘be.adopted by our Pontifical authority,
IM QRDER TO REMEDY AND ABOLISH
THIS. PESTILENCE AS FAR AS POS-
In the mean time, we heartily

Intelligence.—The Pope’s Bull against Bible Societies.

and-we conurend.: ydu apain aridagain

in. the. Lord, as it.is ft wa.should,

upon . the singular zeal you have dis-
played under circumstances, so ‘hagar-
dous. to, Chpstianity, in having de-
nounced to the Apostolic ‘See, THis
DEFILEMENT OF THE FAITH, ‘MOST
IMMINENTLY DANGEROUS TO SOULS.

~ And although we perceive that'it is not

at all nhecessary to excite hin to activity
who 1s making haste, since of your
own accord you have already. shown
an ardent desire to detect and oPPOSE
THE IMPIOUS MACHINATIONS OF
THESE INNOVATORS; YET, IN CON-
FORMITY WITH OUR OFFICE, WE
AGAIN AND AGAIN EXHORT YOU,
THAT WHATEVER YOU CAN ACHIEVE
BY POWER, PROVIDE FOR BY COUN-
SEL, OR EFFECT BY AUTHORITY,
YOU WILL DAILY EXECWTE WITH
THE UTMOST EARNESTNESS, placing
yourself as a wall for the House of
Israel. ,

For this end we issue the present
letter, viz. that we may convey to you
A SIGNAL TESTIMONY OF OUR, AP-
PROBATION OF YOUR ' LAUDABLE
EXERTIONS, and also may endeavenr
therein still more and mare to excgite
our pastoral solicitude and vigilance.
i‘or the general good imperiously re-
quires us to combine all our means and
energlies to FRUSTRATE THE. PLANS,
WHICH ARE PREPARED BY ITS. ENE-
MIES FOR THE DESTRUCTION O¥ GUR
MOST HOLY RELIGION: whence it
becomes an Episcopal duty, THAT YouU
FIRST OF ALL EXPQSE THE WICKED-
NESS8 OF THIS NEFARIOUS SCHEME,
as you already are doing se admirably,
to the view of the faithful, and .openly
publish the same, acecording, to. the
rules prescribed by the Cburach“w,ith
all that erudition énfc’l'u{fsddh)f}n_w'ﬁ__'lch
yéu excél ; ‘namely, “"T_H.A-'I_"' BiI%LEs
PRINTED BY WERETICS ‘ARE NUM-
BERED AMONG PROHIBITED BbOKS,
BY THE Rures oF ‘rHE Index,.(No.
1l. and TIkl.)) ¥oRrR .1T 18 EVIDEBNT
FROM EXPERIENCE, THAT THE HaoLy

SCRIPTURES, WHEN GIRGULATFED
IN THE YULGAR TONGUE,” HAVE,

THROUGH THE TEMERITY OF MEN,
PRODUCED MORE HARM THAN "BE-
~NeFIT:” (Rule IV.) ‘And thisis.the
more to be dreaded in tifiés so de-
praved, when our hwly religior 'is7 as-
sailéd from' evéry ‘quarter ‘with Preat
cauning and' eflort, and “the Most
grickapgs wounds ‘aret inflicted “"dH the
A

Aty oter-dii ng Frrlin



< Né’i(‘fs. oo

AChuarbh: ~It1s, therefore, WNECESSARY
.rle’ ADHERB! TO  THE!~ SALUTARY

-mx:cnng ofF T8 CONGREGATION OF

THE IN‘DE*{ (Juﬁe lBth Y757 7)s 'THAT
NO VERSIONS OF THE BiBLE IN THE
VU.LGAR TQ\TGUE BE PLR‘\II’I‘TED
EXCEPT . SUCH AS ARE.APPROVED BY
THE APOSTOLIC SEE, OR PUBLISHED
WITH - ANNOTATIONS EXTRACTED
FROM THE WRITINGS OF THE IOLY
FATHERS OF THE CHURCH.
'~ We confidently hope that, even in
"~ these turbulent eircumstances, the
Poles will afford the clearest proofa of
their attachment to the religion of
théir ancestors ; and this espemally by
your care, as well as that of the other
- Prelates of this kingdom, whom, on
account of the stand they are so wonder-
Jully making for the Jaith committed lo
them, we congratulate in the Lord, trust-
ing that thev all will very abunddnt}y
Jusufy the opinion which we have
~ ‘entertained of them. |
It is moreover necessary that you

-should transmit to us, as soon as POS-
-sible, 'the Bible which Jacos WvuIiEk
“publishied in the Polish language with
a commentar
" the edition’ Ofylt lately put forth with-
“ out-‘those annotations, taken from the
wﬁtmgs ‘of the ho)y fathers of our
- Church; "or othier learned Cuatholics,
“%vith:your opinien -upon it ; that thus,
" frotn coMating them together it may
" @ asecertained; - after mature investiga-
" tron; what ‘errors may ke insidiously
- €é¥ncealéd: therein, -and that we 1may
prenounce” eur judgment on this afs
fair “for thé preservation of the true
faith,

- "Procgkp, THEREFORF, VENE-
RABLE BROTHER, TO PURSUE THE
TRULY PIOUS COURSE UPON WHICH
YOU HAVE ENTERED; VIZ DILI-
, GENTLY TO FIGHT THE BATTLES OF
TUE - LLORD . IN' SOUNDP DOCTRINE,
‘'AND WARN THE PEOPLE INTRUSTED
TO YOUR CARE, THAT THEY FALL
NOT INTO THE s\mnfzs WHICH ARE
. P'R*EPAhrD FOR 'rnEM TO THEIR
'EVFBLASTLNG RUIN.© The Church
~waits  for rom you, as ,wdl, as
from the other Bishops, wuom our
"EPISTLE EQUALLY CONCERNS ; and
we mast anxiously expect it, that the
deéep . sorrow we ifeel: on account of
'THIS NEW SPECIES OF TARES WHICH
AN ENEMY I8 SOWING 8O ABUN-

fellow ]’nshnps

as well as a copy of
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DANTLY, may, by this theering hope,
be somewhat a\llevlated and we
heartily invoke poti you and vour
for tHe good of the
Lord's flock, ‘ever increasing spirifilal
gxfts, throunh our Apostdlu, behedic-
tion, which we (mpart to yourself and
to them

Given at Rome, at St. Rh‘ry'the
Greater, June 29, 1810, the I7th year

of our Pontificate. 77
' POPF PIUS VU

NOTICES.
FUND., |

THE Annual Meeting of the Unita-
rian FFund will be held on Wednesday
the 28th May, when a Sermmon will be
preached on behalf of the Soctety by
the Rev. W. J. Fox. [ #or Purticulers,
see the JWrapper.]

After the Meeting of the Unitarian
Fund will be held the Meeting of the
Subscribers to the UNITARIAN AcCA-
DEMY. [for Particulars, sce ¥ rapper
also.] | IR

UNITARIAN

<"
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TeHe Annual I\”leetmq of the  Pro-
testant Society- for the Protectibn of
Religious Liberty, will be held at half-
»ast 10 o’clock precisely, on uaturday

JIay 17th, at the New Loundon Tavern,
Cheapblde.

LITERARY NOTICES.
In a few days w 111 be pubhshed a
New Editon, wuch enlarged, of Four

Letters on the ILiuglish C()Ila[l&lll()n,
by G. Dyer.

A considerable time sinee DMr
Bagster announced his inteution: of
printing a Polyglott Bible, in one
quarto valume: From that perrod he
has been proceeding with the care so
important a work required, asd - he
hopes the expectation excited bw: its
announcement will not bhe cfxsaly-
pointed. It is a handsome hook,
printed with a full margin on good
paper for the purpose of MS. observa-
tions, and the first part contamming
the Pentateach is ready for delivery.
It had been considered a desideratium
in literature, for the student to have a
Polyglott Blble contdining the 'origi-
nal texts and the versions used by tihe
ancieut churches, i a portable “form
and at a moderatc price ;

and the
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present London Minor Pol glott Bi-
bl it 1s ekpéé{édvﬁﬁ”‘v‘f f} arxsweﬁ
tl’iese‘ ‘'wish Aﬂolncr c’fass ()f read-‘
ers . will | be gratlﬁcd by ‘the above
wWOr bpmg printed in - four small

pocket . yolumes, each langnage . a
complete volume, possessing this pe-
culiat_ excellencg, that, by the pages.
of eavhx ¥olume agreeing with every
other;; --either two languages may be
iterleaved tagether, aud thus united
In one. voiume, svill not exceed the
thickness of the common pocket Bi-
btes. - A faller display of the whole
work is exhibited in a prospectus of
thirty-two pa‘es which 1s delivered
gratis, and which also details the
natpyre” of a supplementary volume,
mtxﬂcd Scnptu.e Harmony, being

Stat‘e‘}gf Public Affairs.

a concordanceﬁq parglle] passages,
agrecio, pae ,”Paés wit e
p()c at YO qx‘n% &\ { Syt e '

o

zj 15 rca f})r P f)}
llCdthl’l fJ he Gepuine - hpsst\ihs

of the -z st@lxcal Fathers,. St. Barna--
bas, St Jdgnatios, St Clenent, . St..
Polyearp; Shephend .of FHermas, .and;

\dariyrdoms of St. «Ignatiue. and - St.
Polyearp, written. by those who were
present at their suffenng° being to-
gether with the Holy Seriptures of the
New Testament, a complete Collec-
tion of the most Primitive Antnqmtv

for about 150 years after Lhnst.”
"Translated and pubhshed with'a pre-
liminary Discourse, by the Most

Reverend Father in God, William,
late l.ord Archbl:.bop of Canterhug

7VIC?NTHLY RETRO&PECT of PUBLIC AFFAIRS

T}te Christian’s Survez/

A FACT has occurred of great impor-
ta.ncetb the people of this country in
general ‘but more particularly to those
for‘wbom this retrospect is intended. Mr.
Jobit 'Wright, the brother of our worthy
raissionary, has been summoned before
the Mdvor of Liverpool, for preaching in
an®unlitensed place. This is a civil of-
feﬂc&: and to this crime a speeific penalty
is assrgnt‘d The penalty ‘was levied not
16ng ago in Kent, on a gentlemun of
great respec’tabxhty and property, and :ilso
a member ‘of the Church of Englaud, for
having prayers in his house read by a
clergyman ot that cburch in bis fuml) of
a Sunday eveniuny, *to an audiénie con-
sisting’ of more than twenty persons. * To
the cbarge Mr. Wright replied, that e
bud reason to Dbelieve that the room was
registered, as it bad been ased for worship
about twenty vears; and the court de-
layed its’ judgmient on the case far a week,
till information could be procured fxmn
Chester on the registration. |

During the examination, ‘Mr. \’Vright
alluded to some disorderly conduct in the
roorq,' and the rioter had rcfused to give
his name and nddress. ‘The infornier on
the preceding charge confirmed the sus-

icion tfhat the name was Scott, and a
person of this name came forward avowing
at, ~dnd' ghving bis  full address,
\Uéﬂ of Liverpool, Merchant, No. 11,
.(Jhi o0 Squaare. He was ‘

o‘b]d be prosecuted under the j2th
d:m-re 'of aun mt 52 Geo. I11. for dis-
orderly epnduct during worship. | .

As Nir. ‘Wiizht was oing away

was stpppcd ‘and taken mto chstod) upoun

James .

informed that

be

of the Political lVorld

a new charge laid by this same "\ﬁ- Scoft
(we copy from the papers in the followmg
words ), that he, Mr. Wright, hdd expt‘t‘ssed
and conveyed to his Kearers ' the jdea;
¢¢ that a belief in the doctrine of the H‘Otj
Trinity was absurd and ridiculous ; tﬁak
it was folly to” believe in what ‘was caned’

" the atonement of the death of Jeésus (fhns‘l'

as it was impioas to suppose that a goo«#r
being would take an dinnocent viétim® to
atonc for the siiis of the w icked = that t’he
idea of the ‘soul’ surviving the body way
an apsurd and ridiculogs. menthl defuston,
that theidea of a future staté was eqiall
so.””  Bail was 1mmedna(ely oﬁered bul
Mr. Statham (thé town-clerk) iuter-
posed, and made use, as stated 'in 1t‘hé
papers, of these memorable words : ¢ Ypu
must give tweuty ~four hours notite of youk‘
bail, and i mquznes myst he made into ‘its
sth:em,y Bail is'not amatter df couftsy.
You may be kept in c‘u%‘tody a ﬁ'e’ekz 8ir,
for aught you know.” ' In a shott time s
friend of Mr. Wrig ht s brougtit in t\\o
persons as bcul, who \\ere all()\(‘ed to be’
competent by thé Colxﬂ: tincfl . Wflgﬁt
was dischargéd out of castody.” 75
‘The doctrine of Mr, Statham Seems ta
be founded on that maintained b L(Wd’
Sidiouth in his circular leiter, to wbxéh
a demur has been made by the m:i'nsﬁ*atek
of ‘Mnddksléx and Monmodth" z} ot{c(é B
has been given of ab in E inté thé -
foundation of it by’ Earf 'Gr;'fjin the
House of Lords. \This is ‘A t.s%i&n"ﬁf
great’ impoyt’ to every. En ﬁs{?:zﬁ velio
cught o know the STt ttoq d \ﬂhc hd
stands, py the nov cl‘p? u&\i o uckd‘ ‘withiid '
thésc feh m)(')r('lﬁbs. 1 % 'tfu tﬁﬁg:gz
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%] {%e t inig fody a week on a
n?éré cﬁ ‘r{g”e 3£ ’!?Rem it belsoves all
that the crime should be stx‘i‘;fﬂy defined,
as’a’ traRellét ‘may'io s ﬂngu\irﬂed nio-
wrent Hiter Hh -expression’ offensive to ‘his
nesghbélir;  which Wwill' pat’ the  former
eu\:ircly at ‘the' meérey of ‘the latter, and
in: & short time ‘England may be converted
inte a similar state’with’ that of Spain on
tlie formation of the Inquisition. Let it
be recollected, that within a year from
the formation of this ‘Horrible tribunal,
about twenty thousand persons were taken
up and subjected to various penalties of
fine, imprisonment and death itself. There
was no want of spies and informers. DBy
degrees the higher cldsses enrolled them-
selves as famxhars of the Iuquisition, and
the best security a man bad for his own
personal liberty was to turn informer
against-bis neighbour. It is in vain to
say that the manners of the Iynghsh are
alicn “to- such a practice. - It is true our
ancestors held such practices in the ut-
most horror, and the mame of spy and
informer was most disgraceful: but that
high spirit has been greatly weakened
within the last twenty-five years, and a
very small thing may turn the scale. If
popular odium can be excited against
cc;x:ta.m opinions, as we know from the
pages of lnstory, it bhas frcquently been
tﬁe case, the disgrace of espionage is lost,
and the spy becomes a meritorious charac-
ter. Our master was called seditious and
blasp‘bemer the apostles were salated
with the same epithets : the early Christ-
lzfx}s were committed to prison, suffered
the loss of goods, and even death upon
tﬁe ame charges. All that had been done

;" ns agamst Chnstmns, has been
acted over and over again by Christians
against each otheér. The time is perbaps
appreaching . for a trial of the same kind,
apd it is our dut_y and our wisdom to be
prepared.

The case of I\Jr. Wn ht was of such a
nature, that it was not likely to be passed
ever without notnce.
by Lord Holland in the House of Lords,
when the Bishop of Chester stated in his
place, that Mr. Wright was not obhged to
givebail for avowing Unitarian opinions,
bpt for con;xadnctmb ‘the doctrine of a
futpre state; and one of the public papers
has stated that a pt.rsou holding suc¢h
an OplleD ‘ought net to be tolerated.
N‘ow we cannot believe for a moment

£ I\Ar, Wnsht professed the opinion

% to ‘hlS ¢ ;ufge, ‘but. on this point we
shgll pox at; prcscnt ¢pter into apy dis-
cnguyn, as the pase will | be prqperly tried
m},u co §of Jaw. B;pt we must dcmur to
the dac nm: of ix}fo!emncc respeg Lmq the
denyers of a futtire state, being fully per-
suaded that we have nothing to fear
from their arguments, and that the only

Lt was alluded to

way to o'ive fth@m any success is” to prgr
vent ﬂ‘iem from shewmg ‘their ca.use m the
most fa?ourdble colours.

"Aiisther case wbuﬂ‘y civil has excxted
getrerat ground of suspicion. A’ society (»f
very kmfr standing thought it uecess'ar)
under thc new a.éts’ to apply for alicente:.
The application was imade to a’ Couirt of
Magistrates, cansisting-of the Lord Mayor
and three Aldermen. The: ‘society wawy
declared to be founded for the investiga~
tion and discussion of philosophical, lite~
rary, historical and political subjects. The
Lord »Mayor and one Alderman saw no
objection to granting the licence, but the
two other Aldermen dissented, and one of
them declared tbhat the intention of the
late act was to put dos\ n all political- de-
bate whatever., In consequence of this
difference of opinion the " licenice could
not be granted, and the applicants retired;
and what course they will take time must
shew. The Eoglish have brewa so long
accustomed to make political subjects
the theme of their discussions, : that it
will not be easy to bring thewm to an
acquiescence with these new restraings,
and perhaps it is not for the advantage of .
any government, that the subject %houlg
be debarred of this advantage: for A
suredly & government 1is much L ANOYR.
secare when the people speak their septi«.
ments freely, than when they are abliged:.
to conceal them, and each man lopks
upon his necighbour as a dangerous cen-
sor : and indeced one great adtantage of
England over other nations has  arisen
from this frecdom. When it is removed,
there is a danger that the coergy sy ve-

markable in the English chalacter wnl) bz

destroyed. .
The descendants of Fughshmen iu :m.,o~
ther part of the world are ina v ery ditfere nJ,
sitnation ; and the speech of the Prcsndegh
of the Umted States, on taking posacssan
of his new dignity, will be rcad with pe
small degree of abliorrence by the favourer:
of the new system It was natural ip him
to praise the C(mst.itutiou of his country ;.
and the questions he asks deserve to be:
recorded. Speaking of the sitvation of
individuals under their governiyent he uses
these words : ¢ On whom has oppression
fallen in any quarter of our union? Whe
has bceen deprived of any right of person
or of property? Wiho restramed from’
offering his vows in the mode which he ,
prefers to the Divine Author of bis being : >
It is well known that all these blcssmga ’
have been enjoyed in their fullest extent ;
and I add with particular satnsf;ycpﬁ)
that there has been no example of a capn,l.;l
pupishment being inflicted on any oue for.
bigh treason.” In apother place he says,
““ Such is the hap,xy government ande
which we live—a governnient adequoate to
everv purpose for which the social com
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pact i Wd‘-—éﬂ roperutecnt: electivg.in

all‘#3 branclies;n -which-evedy:citizen
+» may by his merit obtam the_ highest trust

» Tecognized by the constitution-—which
contains within
uaue to put at variance one part of the
comupunity with anothier—a government
which protects cvery citizen iu the full en-
JoytaEEt of - bis rights, - and is able to pro-
tect the mnation against injustice from
foreign powers.”” These are doubhtless
great blessings, and if the people are vir-
tuous, they will be preserved. With great
propricty is pointed out to the nation the
mode in which they may all be lost.
¢¢ \While the constituent body retains its
prescnt sound and healthful state, every
thing will be safe. They will choose com-
petent and  faithful representatives for
every department. JI¢ is only when the
prople become ignorant and corrupt, when
they degenerate into a populace, that they
are wcapable of exercising sovereignty.
Usarpation is then an easy attainment,
and.am usurper will be found. The people
themselwes -become the willing instruments
of their own debasement and ruin. Let
3s.then look to the great cause, and en-
' eavour to preserve it in full force. ZLet us
vy all wise and constitutivnal measures
groma?e intelligence aroig the people, as
ke best means of preserving our liberties.”
Y'he remaxks of the speaker on the interaal
government of the country are no less
judicious, and Europe may derive lessons
6f wisdom from our Transatkantic brethren :
apd whatever may be the fate of our own
and the neighbouring countries, we may
stifl be thankful to Djvine Providence that
there remains a hope, that if the wicked-
ness of the Eastern world should drive
liberty from its regions, it will find a refuge
in another quarter, and produce tnat hap-
" pirtess and prosperity, which can only arise
from the moral bhabits and virtue of the
pgople. /

In Germany there is evidently a con-
siderable attempt at improvement. The
promises of the King of Prussia appear not
to have been npugatory. A council is
formed of the principal officers of state and
delcgates from different parts of the coun-
try, and there is a probability that a repre-
getitative government will be established.
A¢ any rate the power of the noblesse will
be curtailed, .and the military will be

ught in subjection to the civil power.
1’:b Jandgrave of Hesse Cassel has acceded
to the Christian Allmnce, which cmploys
the peus. of the writers in Germany. Time
0@1) GAn prove haw far Christianity will
bave an influence in this measure, for
nj,m{kmd bave been &o often deceived by
sPécious promiscs, that even the words of
princes will not remove the suspicion that
the gatb of holiness may be a cloak only

it no cause of discord,

State of Publc Afairs.

om account ufv%he :supfposc cem:laet Aour

government towards Bonaparte : and Lord
Bathurst’s speech is eviticised with mo
small degree of severity. Even the Aus-
trian papers have published--it, awmd it is
evident that foreign natious are wot inat-
tentive to the. fate of him, who once
possessed so great an iufluence in the
affairs of Europe.

Sweden appears to be in an unquiet
state. A conspiracy is said to have been
formed against the French prince, who is
to succeed to the crown ; but the contents
of the green bag on this occasion have not
been as yet laid open to the public. A
decree has been issued on the subject of
commerce, prohibiting various arfickes
with a view of encouraging manufactunts
at bome. Thus man is In maby plages
acting against the evidemt designs of Pro-
udtnce, which, by diffusing its blessmgs
in various degrees over different countries,
leads them to supply the deficiencies of
each by mutual mterchangeL The Sweges
are yet to learn that the best way to em-
ploy the superfluities of their subsoil, the
great wealth of their country, is iu5 ‘the
purchase of what they may céll Tuxuties :
for by means of them a greater ﬂegr;é of
industry is promoted in their ewn nation,
as well as In those countries with which
they trade. - But why should we. be sur-
prised at this failure in political econemy
in Sweden, when .even our. owa. is:net
sensible of its.own interest ? . ]t i3 not un-
usual to see eucouragements. beld out for
the domestic use of our own manufactures,
not considering that if all nations follow
our. example,.we shall be the, sufferers’:
for the machmery of this coqntry will 800D,
fail, if it is employed solely upon our own
wants.

All the accounts of the Spanish colohies
contribute to keep up the hope of the
speedy downfall of the government of the¢
mother country ; but at the same -timé they
present such a picture of - the manpérs of
the people, as render it very problematical,
whether they will for a long time be alibe
to establish themselves in a well~regulsted
system. Buencs Ayres seems mgst likely
to be soonest fixed. The emigrants. from
Xurgpe to the new “Qtl’d’a wbich are now
hamperous, apnd pechaps bgy,o)&d wmnla in
any. former period, mrca&, ﬁft %mgpurse tg
the United States, I)m dxytr s of
zerland tend very much g”
amonnt ; but America, will ROL, .
lltﬂe by tb’; mq‘l fmt %‘S Wh‘£:: ‘,1‘
this couptry. It ¢ h At
preased on all minds, ‘tual‘.tmd‘c 4‘1 sy
factures are the esuse of our gxo&genty H

and when they deglingy w'mm

fai]l with them.






