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Some Account of the lute Rev. Samuel
- Cary.
AMUEL CARY was born at

Newbury Port, Massachusetts, in

the year 1785, the son of the Rev.
Thomas Cary, of that place, a minis-

ter much respected and beloved. He

entered the University of Cambridge,
New England, in the year 1801, and
graduated in the year 1805. At Cam-
bridge,” he studied divinity for three
years, preaching occasionally. In
November, 1808, he was called to
preach on probation at King's Cha-
pel, Boston, and after six weeks was
ordained joint pastor of the church
with Dr. Freeman, January 1st, 1809.
In 1811, bhe was married to the lady
who survives him and who has. fur-
nished these brief particulars. -

The following is an extract from
the Funeral Discourse for Mr. Cary,
delivered at Essex-Street Chapel, on
Sunday, the twenty-ninth of October,
1815, by the Rev. Thomas Belsham:

“ Those of you who are acquainted
with the Memoirs of Mr. Lindsey,
may probably recollect that about
ten years after his happy settlement
in this place, a correspondence com-
menced between that venerable man,
and the minister of the ecpiscopalian
church at Boston, in New England.
This excellent and respectable cler-
gyman, who had lately been appointed
lo officiate in that chapel which was
by way of distinction called 1he King’s
Chapel, and in which antecedently
to the Revolution the governor and
principal officers of the state usually
attended divine worship according to
the rites of the Church of England,
Informed Mr. Lindsey that the ma-
Jority of his congregation had adopted
Unitarian principles; and that al-
though in deference to the preposses-
ftlons of some of the older members,
he was prevented from introducing
the Liturgy which was used in Essex
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Street; the society had nevertheless
consented to a reformation of the pub-
lic liturgy so as to render it nearly if
not completely Unitarian. From that
time this able and eloquent confessor
and teacher of evangelical truth com-
municated occasionally to his vener-
able friend the pleasing intelligence
of the gradual progress which the
grand doctrine of the One God and
Father of all, the sole object of reli-
gious worship, was making in the
American States, and particularly in
New England. And these favoura-
ble accounts have been from time to
time confirmed by the testimony of
young ministers of different denomi-
nations ; all of thema men of exem-
plary characters, and some of them
distinguished by transcendant talents,
who have successively visited this
country from the United States. 1t
is a pleasing and undeubted fact, that
in many of the most respectable re-
ligious societies in the New Ingland
States the worship of God is con-
ducted upon Unitarian principles, and
that great numbers of the enlightened
inhabitants are in the strictest and
properest sense of the word, Unita-
rians, whose character reflects the
greatest honour upon their profession,
being distinguished by the excellence
of their example as eminently as by
the simplicity and purity of their
faith.

Thisinteresting correspondencecon-
tinued till thie increasing infirmities of
M. Lindsey brought it to a period.
And soon after the decease of that ve-
nerable man, bis respeciable corres-
pondent, Dr. I'reecman, after twen-
ty years' active service i the churco,
finding his health beginning to de-
cline, requested and obtained from his
numerous and flourishing congrega-
tion the assistance of a colleague.
That colleague was the Reverend
Samuel Cary, a young man of dis-
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tinguished ability and piety, whe on
the first of January, 1809, was or-
dained co-pastor with the Reverend
Dr. Freeman. The talents and the
virtues of this excellent young man
are spoken of in the highest terms by
all who had the happiness of his ac-
quaintance, and especially by those
who enjoyed the great privilege of
- attending upon his ministry.

““The greatest advantages were na-
turally anticipated from this auspi-
cious conmexion. The venerable pas-
tor of the society whose precarious
- health led him to apprehend that his
own labours might be speedily ter-
minated, or at least frequently inter-
rupted, was delighted with the pros-
pect of leaving the people of his
charge, the objects of his affection-
ate solicitude, and particalarly the
rising generation, in whose welfare
and itmprovement he felt a peculiar
interest, under the care of one who
would follow his steps, and perfect
the work of instruction and edifica-
tion which he had so happily begun.
The members of the society also re-
joiced that they had found a minister
who inherited so large a portion of

the spirit of their admired and belJoved

pastor; and one who weuld be so
well qualified, with divine assistance,
to support and to carry on the great
cause of truth and goodness when his
venerable colleague should in the
course of nature be dismissed from his
labours, or by declining health and
the infirmities of advancing years be
under the necessity of retiring from
his official duties. < With such an
affectionate people’ (saith this exem-
plary minister of Christ, in a charge
delivered upon the solemn occasion
of Mr. Cary’s settlement as a co-pas-
tor with him) <my brother has rea-
son to hope that his life will be hap-
py- And you, my friends, on your
part have cause for pleasing expecta-
tion. The youth and health of your
new pastor promise you many years
of usefulness and love. And long af
ter I am laid in the grave, the hght
- of his instructions will shed a kindly
influence upon your children.’

““ Alas! how little can we see what
lies before us. For what is human
life > It is even a vapour, which ap-
- pears for a little time, and then va-
nishes away. .

“« How much nearer to the truth,
much nearer indeed than any one at

sures.
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the time could have mpéé'ted, were

those sadly prophetic words whicl,
occurred a few sentences before in the
same discourse, and upon the same
occasion. ¢ You are still young : byg
death will soon overtake you. Thig
solemn truth furnishes you 'with j
strong motive to diligence. The world
abounds with comforts and even plea-
It is a world every part of
which displays the goodness of Gog,
But the present scene is not perma-
nent. All its joys are passing rapidly
away, and you look for something
more substantial.’*

“‘ 'These prophetic words have been
but too literally and exactly fulfilled,
After a connexion of six years, the re-
sult of which was the increasing at-
tachment of his reverend colleague,
of his numerous congregation, and of
all who had the honour and the hap-
piress of his acquaintance, Mr. Cary
was arrested in the midst of his days,
and in the prime of his usefulness, by
the hand of death. ¢ His purposes

“were broken off, even the thoughts

of his heart.” His sun is gone down
while it was yet day. AH his schemes
of usefulness, all his flattering hopes
of glorifying God and Christ, and of
contributing to the diffusion of truth
and virtue and genuine evangelical
piety in the world are cut off in the
bud. And his family, his colleague,
his congregation, his friends, and the
public, are left to deplore their irre-
parable loss, and to adeore the unfa-
thomable mysteries of Divine Provi-
dence which baflle all human saga-
city, and whose ways are past find-
ing out.

“ lindued with a vigour of constitu-
tion which promised length of days,
and which perhaps occasioned the
neglect of prudent caution, he was
seized in March last with an acciden-
tal cold, which not exciting imme-
diate¢ alarm, was not treated with
sufticient attention, and which of con-
sequence went on increasing in Vio-
lence, and gradually sapping his €x-
cellent constitution, till in the month
of July he found himself incapable
of continuing his public services, and
retired for a few weeks to what was
conceived to be a more salubrious
climate. [le returned somewhat reé-
lieved, but without any radical 1m-
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* Dr. Freeman’s Sermous, pp. 294, 206.
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provement. Some of his friends then
suggested, and he was himself in-
clined to hope, that a voyage across
the Atlantic might be of service to
his health ; and that a winter spent
in the mild climate of England might

rfect his recovery. He accordingly
Jeft Boston in the month of Septem-
ber., His passage was remarkably
expeditious. But the weather being
uncommonly wet wus unfavourable
to an invalid. About three weeks
ago, he landed at Liverpool, and
proceeded to Y orkshire, where he
passed a2 few days in the house of a
friend. But finding himrself a little
revived he was anxious to continue
his progress towards the south: be-

ing desirous after passing afew weeks

near the métropolis to spend the win-
ter in the West of England. He
traveled slowly, and by short stages,
as he was able to bear it (accompa-
nied by Mrs. Cary, whose tender seo-
licitude for his health and comfort
animated her to endure the fatigues
of a long voyage, and of a residence
ma land of strangers, together with
another friend). Being refreshed by
gentle exercise and change of air,
he pleased himself with the hope that
upon some early day, perhaps at this
very hour, he should be able to as-
sist in divine worship in the Chapel
which Mr. Lindsey had founded, in
which that great and good man had
statedly officiated, and where the
doctrine which he himself regarded
as of the first importance, that of the
sole unrivalled majesty and worship
of the ome G od and Father of all, was
still publicly taught. DBut this fa-
vour was denied. Last Lord’s Day
(October 22,) he was at Cambridge,
n ‘better spirits than usual ; and ex-
pressed his delight in the transient
view which he enjoyed of the vener-
~able and majestic buildings of that
ancient seat of learning. In the even-
Ing he pursued his journey, but a
mile beforc he came to Royston, he
was seized with a difficalty of breath-
fug, and an acute pain across the
chest. W.ith much difficulty he was
taken forward to the end of the stage:
and notwithstanding all the assistance
which ¢ould be given, and the hu-
mane attention which he experienced
Dot only from the few friends who
dccompanied him but frem the stran-
gers who surrounded kim, Mr. Cary
expired within two hours after his
amval, .

¢ Almost with his latest breath he
expressed a wish that his remains
might be taken to London, and that

“his funeral servicemight be performed

by the officiating wnister of Essex-
Street Chapel ; to whom he had
brought a letter of introduction, and
with whom he had expressed a de-
sire to become acquainted, and who,
on his part would have been truly
gratified had an interview, however
shiort, been permitted with a charae-
ter so interesting. All that Divine
Providence in fact allowed was, that
he should fulfsl the dying request of

his unknown friend by officiating at

his funeral. Such was the will of
Him who doth all things well. And
may his will be done, and ever be
cheerfully acquiesced in by all his
reasonable creatures. Nor, after all,

+was the disappointment of great ac-

count. Pass but a few fleeting years,
and the virtuous of all countries and
of all ages, will meet, to part no
more.

‘¢ Events like these are not intended
to excite curious inquiry and specula-
tion concerning the divine conduct,
but to impress upon the mind the
most important lessons of wisdom :
they are loud and awakening calls
to a careless and thoughtless world,
they teach us to acknewledge the go-
vernment of God, to adore his sove-
reign authority, to bow to his su-
preme disposal, to resign our will
and wisdom to his: to disengage our -
affections from sublunary objects, and
to prepare for that awful but un-
known hour when our l.ord shall
come, and shall require an account
of our stewardship. And in particu-

Tar such events as these beyond all

others are calculated to fix upon the
mind the important and affecting les-
son, cease from man whese breath is
in his nostrils, for wherein is he ta
be accounted of "’ -

'T'o this interesting and affecting
tribute of respect to Mr. Cary, we
have only to add the testimony of
the human being in the world that
knew him best, that habitwal piety
and devotion, perfect resignation to
the will of heaven, love of the truth,
liberality towards these who differed
from him on religious points, and ar-
dent desire to improve the talents
committed to his trust, were virtues
which shone in him with disting uish-
ed lustre.

———
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Charles James Fox.
(Continued from p. 685.)

" 40. Equality. (Feb. 1, 1798.)
HE use of the word ¢ equality”
by the French was deemed high-
ly objectionable. 'When taken as
they meant it, nothing was more in-
nocent ; for what did they say ? ““ All

men are equal in respect of their
rights.” To this he assented ; all men

had equal rights 5 equal rights to un-

equal things ; one man to a shilling,
another to a thousand pounds; one
man to a cottage, another to a palace;
but the right in both was the same,
an equal right of enjoying, an equal
right of inheriting or acquiring, and
of possessing inheritance or acquisi-
tion. - The effect of the proposed ad-
dress was to condemn, not the abuse
of those principles (and the French
had much abused them) but the prin-
ciples themselves. To this he could
not assent, for they were the princi-
ples on which all just and equitable
government was founded.

41. Wheg Principles.

Mr. Fox said, he had already _dif-
fered sufficiently with aright honoura-
ble gentleman (Mr. Burke) on this sub-
ject, to wish not to provoke any fresh
difference ; but even against so great
an authority, he must say, that the
people are the sovereignr in every
state ; that they have a right to
change the form of their government,
and a right to cashier their govern-

ors for misconduct, as the people of

this country cashiered James I1.: not
by a parhament, or any regular form
known to the constitution, but by a
convention speaking the sense of the
people: that convention produced a
parliament and a king. They clected
William to a vacant throne, not only
setting aside James, whom they had
justly cashiered for misconduct, but
hisinnocent son. Again, they elected
the House of Brunswick, not indivi-
dually, but by dynasty, and that dy-
nasty to continue while the terms and
conditions on which it was elected
were fulfilled, and no longer. He
could not admit the right to ‘do all
this, but by acknowledging the sove-
reignty of the people as paramount to
«ll other laws.

42. Constitutions. (On a Motion for
a Reform in Parliament.)

Without attempting to follow his

- right honourable friend, when he

proposed to soar into the skies, or
dive into the deep, to encouuter his
metaphysical adversaries, - because in
such heights and “depths the opera-
tions of the actors were too remote
from view to be observed with wmuch
benefit, he would rest on practice, to
which he was more attached, as being
better understood. And if by a pe.
culiar interposition of divine power,
all the wisest men of every age and
of every country could be collected
into one assembly, lie did-not believe
that their united wisdom would be
capable of forming even a tolerable
constitution. In thisopinionhe thought
he was supported by the unvarying
evidence of history and observation.
Another opinion he held, no matter
whether erroneous or not, for he
stated it only as an illustration, name-
ly, that the most skilful architect
could not build, in the first instaunce,
so .commodious a habitation as one
that had been originally intended for
some other use, and had been gra-
dually improved by successive altera-
tions suggested by various inhabitants
for its present purpose. If then so
simple a structure as a commodious
habitation was so difficult in theory,
how much moredifficult the structure
of a government? One apparent ex-
ception might-be mentioned, the con-
stitution of the United States of Ame-
rica, which he believed to be so ex-
cellently constructed, and so admira-
bly adapted to the circumstances and
situation of the inhabitaunts, that i
left us no room to boast that ourown
was the sole admiration of the world.
The objection, however, was only
apparent. They had not a constitu-
tion to build up from the foundation;
they had ours to work upon, and adapt
to their own wants and purposes.
This was not the present motion re-
commended to the House—not to pull
down, but to work upon our constr-
tution, to examine it with care and
reverence, to repair it where decayed,
to amend it where defective, to prop
it where it wanted support, to adapt
it to the purposes of the present timeé,
as our ancestors had done from gene-
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fation to generation, and always trans-
mitted it not ounly unimpaired, but
improved to their posterity.

43. Liberty. (On a Motion for the
Suspension of the Habeas Corpus
‘Act.) .
Was every man who had liberty in

his mouth to be considered as a trai-

tor, merely because liberty had been
abused in Frauce, and had been car-
ried to the most shocking licentious-
ness > Ile weuld veniure to say, that
if this was to be the consequence, fa-
tal, indeed, woulid it be for England.
If the love of liberty was not to be
maintained in England ; if the warm
admiration of it was not to be che-
rished in the hearts of the people ; if
it was not to be reverenced as our
chief good, as our boast and pride
and richest inheritance: what else
had we worthy of our care ? Liberty
was the essence of the British Con-
stitution.  King, Lords, Commons,
and courts of judicaiure were but the

Jorms ; the basis of the constitution

was liberty, that grand and beautiful

fabric, the first principle of which was
government by law, and which this
day they were going to suspend.

44. Christian Religion.

Mr. Fox declared, that with regard
to what he had said on the subject
of the Christian religion, the right
honourable gentleman had entirely
misunderstood and mis-stated him ;
which he did not conceive possible,
as he had taken particular pains to
make his meaning clear and obvious.
What he had said was, that the
Christian religion owed much of iis
success to persecufion; ‘not insinu-
ating from that, that it was deficient
in poiut of divinity ; it was a religion
of which he always had been uccus-
tomed to speak with reveremce, and
which I had ever professed ; and fur-
ther to elucidate that point, he had
observed, that not only the Christian
religion, but other sects, which had
no just claim to divine institution,
had flourished under persecution.

45. Peace. (Dec. 3, 1795.)

There was a maxim from a cele-
brated character of antiquity, of which
he was fonder at this time than when
the ardour of youth had greater in-
fluence on his “passions. The more

Jans ! (1.et s on my boys!
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he thought, the more he was con-

vinced of the philosophy of the max-
Im, Iniquissimam pacem justissimo
bello antefero. <« "I ‘prefer peace,
though ever so unfair, to war, though
ever so just.”

46. Sympathy of Rulers with the Peo-
| ple. (Dec. 14, 1797.)

You caunot pretend to call your-
selves the actual representatives of
the people, but you say you are the
virtual. Prove yourselves so, then,
by obeying their united voice. 1hope
and trust that you will shew your-
selves, in some degree, entitled tothe
name of virtual representatives. 1 will
fairly tell you that even if you were
to do so, I should not consider it as
a sufficieut proof that you are the
virtual representatives of the people,
unless [see you also sympathizing with
the people. You must make common
cause with them. You must invite
them to sacrifices by your own ex-
ample. You mustlead the way. Mr.
Burke ouce illustrated this principle
by a story very much in point. A
French regiment, in speaking of an
old colonel whom they bad lost, and +-
of a new one that had succeeded him,
extolled the first to the skies. < What
particular reason have you for your
ardent affection for the old colonel,
rather than the new ' said a person
to them. ¢ We have no other rea-
son,”’ said they, “than tiis—the old
colonel always said Alloms, mes en-
ys!) The new
colonel says, Allez, mes enfans ! (On
ze, my boys!) This was, indeed, a
striking contrast 5 and just in this
mainer we ought to act towards the
people.  We ought not to say to
them, Go, anale sacrifices ! but, Let
s make sacrifices!  To vouze the
cuergy of the people, let us hear
of the sacrifices of the crown. 1tis
fromn the highest place that the ex-
ample ought to be given. 1t will
ammate and cheer the heart of thg
kingdom :

Solamen miseris secios habuisse doloris,
\47. War for Religion. (Feb. 3,
1800.)

Sir, if I understand the true pre-
cepts of the Christian religion, -as set
forth in the New Testament, I must
be permitted to say, that there is no
such thing as a rule or doctrine by
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which we are directed or can be jus-
tified, in waging a war for religion.
The idea is subversive of the very
foundations on which it stands, which
are those of peace and good-will a-
mong men. Religion never was, and
never can be, a justifiable cause of
war; but it has been too often
grossly used as the pretext and the
apology for tlie most unprincipled
Wars.,\

48. Abolition of
Myr. Fox's last Speech.
1806.) |

In pursuance of the notice he had
given, Mr. Secretary Fox rose and
spcke as follows : |

Before, Sir, I proceed to state the
grounds on which I look with confi-
dence for the almost unanimous coun-
tenance of the House in this measure,
i feel myself called upon to say a few
words by way of apology, for being
the person to come forward upon the
present occasion. For the last six-
tecen or seventeen years of my life, I
have been in the habit of uniformly
and strenuously supporting the seve-
ral motions made by an honourable
gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) who
has so often, by his meritorious ex-
ertions on this subject, attracted the
applause of this House, and obtained
the admiration of the public. Dur-
1ng the long period that I found it in
such excellent hands, it was impossi-
ble for me to feel the slightest dispo-
sition to take it out of them. [ am
still of the same opinion ; and cannot
but think it would have been much
better, if the same honourable mem-
ber and his friends had retained it in
ther own hands, and they might

the Slave Trade.—
(June 10,

certainly have depended upon me and

those with whom 1 have the honour
to act, for the same ardent support
which we have uniformly given them.
But, Sir, the honourdble membeér
and many of his friends seemed so
strongly to entertain different senti-
ments in that respect, from me, that
I submitted my own opinion totheirs,
and now assume the task, reluctantly,
on that account, hut on every other,
most gladly. 5o fully am impressed
with the vast importance and neces-
sity of attaining what will be the ob-
Ject of my motion this night, that if,
durtng the almeost forty years that I
have had the honour of a seat in par-
liament, I had leen so fortunate as to

nately negatived in another

Charles James Fo:c.

accomplish that, and that only, T
should think 1 lad done enough, ang
could retive from public life with com.

Jort, and the consctous satisfaction, that

I had done my duty.

Having made these preliminary
observations, I now come to the maip
question, but do not think it neces.
sary to stop at present, for the sake
of referring in detail to all the entries
on your journals,” made at different
periods since the year 1792, the dif-
ferent motions made by the honour-
able gentleman, the resolutions of
the House, and the hills brought iy
to abolish the trade, particularly
that which received the sanction of
this House, though it was unfortu-
place.
I have not lately had time, from other
occupations, to prepare myself by
referring minutely to dates and de-
tails; and must, therefore, content
myself with a general reference, in
which, should 1 fall into any mistake,
I am sure there are gentlemen who
will be certain to set me right. In
the execution of this duty, I am hap.
py to reflect, that whatever differ-

-ence of opinion might have prevailed

upon some points of this subject, be-
tween a few members, and, at one
time, unhappily, so as to defeat the
measure, the opinion of this House
upon the subject was, 1 will not say
unanimous, for in that I may be con-
tradicted, but as mearly unanimous
as any thing of this kind could be,
“ that the slave trade is contrary to
the principles of justice, humanity
and sound policy.” These, I believe,
were the words of the resolution,
adopted after long and serious deli-
berations; and they arec those which
I mean to introduce into the resolu-
tions which 1 shall propose this night.
Surely, Sir, it does not remain yet to
be argued, that to carry men by vio-
lence away to slavery, in distant coun-
tries, to use the expression of an 1l-
lustrious man, now no more, (Mr.
Burke,) a man distinguished in every
way, and in nothing more than for
his great humanity, ¢ is not a trafhc
in the labour of mian, but m the man
himself.”” I will not now enter, for
it would be unmnecessary, into that
exploded argument that we did not
make the negroes slaves, but found
them already in that state, and con-
demned to it for crimes. The na-
ture of the crimes themselves (witch-
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craft in general) is a manifest pre-
text, and a mockery of -all human
reason. DBut, supposing them even
to be real crimes, and such as men
should be condemned for can there
be any thing more degrading to
sense, or disgusting to humanity,
than to think it honourable or jus-
- tifiable in Great Britain, annually to
send out ships in order to assist in
the purposes of African police? It
has, I am told, been asserted, by au
authority in the other House of Par-
liament, that the trade is in itself so
.good a one, that if it was not found
already subsisting, it would be right
to create it. I certainly will not
compare the authority just alluded to
with that of my honourable friend
(Mr. Wilberforce), who, in the ef-
forts he has made in order to abolish
this dishonourable traffic, has done
himself so much honour. 1 will not
compare that authority with the au-
thority of a right honourable gentle-
man now no more (Mr. Pitt), whose
talents have always so justly been
entitled to admiration,, and whose
loquence was never mMore power-
ully displayed on any occasion than
in opposition to this scandalous traf-
fic. 1 will not compare it with that
of a noble viscount (Sidmouth), one
of your predecessors, but not your
immediate one, in that chair, than
whom, though he opposed the man-
ner in which we wished to obtain
an abolition, yet as to the principle,
no man ever enforced more strongly
or with more feeling his utter detes-
tation of it. Another noble lord also
(Lord Melville), who took a lead in
constantly opposing our attempts at
a total and immediate abolition, yet
in regard to the principle, when he
prevailed in his measure of gradual
abolition, recorded his opinion on the
Journals, by moving, that the House
- considered the slave trade to be ad-
:'.erse to policy, humanity and jus-
ice.

I do not, therefore, suppose, that
there can be above one, or perhaps
two members in this HHouse, who
can object to a condemnation of the
nature- of the trade, and shall now
proceed to recall the attention of
the House to what has been its uni-
form, consistent and unchangeable
opinion for the last eighteen years,
during which wc should blush to

_sistency of its
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have it stated, that not one step has
yet been taken towards the abolition
of the frade. 1If, then, we have never
ceased to express our reprobation,
surely the Iiouse must think itself
bound by its character, and the con-
proceedings, to con-
demn it now. The first time this
measure was proposed, on the mo-
tion of my honourable friend, which
was In the year 17901, it was, after
a long and warm discussion, rejected.
In the following year, 1792, after the
question had been, during the inter-
val, better considered, there appear-
ed to be a very strong disposition,
generally, to adopt it to the full;
but in the committee, the question
for a gradual abolition was carried.
On that occasion, when the most
strenuous efforts were made to spe-
cify the time when the total abolition
should take place, there were several
divisions in the House about the
number of years, and Lord Melville,
who was the leader and proposer of
the gradual abolition, could not ven.
ture to push the period longer than
eight years, or the year 1800, when
it was to be totally abolished. Yet
we are now in the year 1806, and
while surrounding nations are re-
proaching us with neglect, not a sin-
gle step has Qeen taken towards this
just, humane and politic measure!
When the question for a gradual
abolition was carried, there was no
one could suppose that the trade
would last so long: and in the mean
time, we have suffered other natiomns
to take the  lead of us. Denmark,
much to its honour, has abolished
the trade; or, if it could not abolish
it altogether, has at least done all
it could, for it has prohibited its being
carried on in Danish ships or by
Danish sailors. 1 own, that when I
began to consider the subject, early
in the present session, my opifilon
was, that the total abolition might
be carried this year; but subsequent
business intervened, occasioned by
the discussions of the mihitary plan;
besides which, there was an abolitien
going forward in the foreign trade,
from our colonies, and it was thought
right to carry that measure through,
before we proceeded to the other.
That bill has passed into a law, and
so far we have already succeeded;
but it is too late to carry the measure.
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of abolition through the other House.
In this House, from a regard to the

consistency of its own proceedings,

we can indeed expect no great re-
sistance; but the impediments that
may be opposed to it in another,
would not leave sufficient time to ac-
complish it. No alternative is there-
fore now left, but to let it pass over
the present session; and it 1s to af-
ford no ground for a suspicion that
we have abondoned it altogether,
that we have recourse to the mea-
sure I am now about to propose.
The motion will not mention any h-

mitation, either as to the time or man-

ner of abolishing the trade. There
have been some hints indeed thrown
"out in some quarters, that it would
be a better measure to adopt some-
thing that must inevitably lead to an
abolition; but after eighteen
of close attention which I have paid
to the subject, 1 cannot think any
thing so effectual as a direct law for
that purpose. |
The next point is, as to the time
when the abolition shall take place;
for the same reasons or objections
which led to the gradual measure of
1702, may here occur again. That
also I Jeave open ; but I have no hesi-
tation to state, that with respect to
that, my opinion is the same as 1t is
with regard to the manner, and that
I think it ought to be aholished im-
mediately. As the motion, there-
fore, which I have to make, will
leave to the House the time and man-
ner of abolition, I cannot but con-
fidently express my hope and ex-
- ypectation, that it will be unamimously
~carried; and Iimplore gentlemen not
to listen to that sort of flattery which
they have sometimes heard-——aund par-
ticularly from one of the members
for Liverpool—that they have abol-
ished it already.
tions were adopted, touching the
space to be allowed for each unegro
in a slave ship, the same gentleman
opposed it as being destructive, and
exclaimed, ¢ Oh, if you do that you
mayv as well abolish it at ence, for
it cannot be done.” Yet, when we
propose an abolition altogether, they
use, as arguments against us, the
great good already done by regulating
the slave ships, and betteving the
condition of negroes in the colonies.
In the same way, when we first pro-

years

When the regula-

Charies Jaumes Fox.

posed the abolition of the foreioy
trade, they told us it would haye
the effect of a general and total abe-
litiou; and I beg of them not to for.
get that declaration now; and having
made it once, 1 must use to them ;
phrase.in common life, ¢ Sir, if that
be the case, I must pray you to put
your hand to it.” As to the stale
argument of the ruin the measure
wonld bring upon the West Indiy
islands, I would refer gentlemen to
perhaps the most brilliant and cou-
vincing speech that ever was, I be.
lieve, delivered in this or any other
place, by a consummate master of
eloquence (Mr.Burke), and of which,
I believe, there remains in some
publications a report that will convey
an inadequate idea of the substance,
though it would be impossible to
represent the manner; the voice,
the gesture, the manner, were not
to be described. < O! sz illum vi-
disse, si illum audivisse!” . If all the
members of this House could hut
have seen and heard the great orator
in the delivery of that speech, on
that day, there would not now be
one who could for a moment longer
suppose that the abolition of the
slave trade could injuriously affect
the interests of the West Indian co-
lonies. I am aware that a calculation
was once made, and pretty generally
circulated, by which it would appear,
that were the importation of negroes
into the island put an end to, the
stock of slaves could not be kept
up; and, if I recollect right, the cal-
culation was made with reference to
the Island of Jamaica. Fortunately,
however, for our argument, the ex-
periment has been already tried
North America, where the trade has
been abolished; and the effect of it
shews, that the population of the
negroes is nearly equal to that of the
whites. As that is the part of the
world where population proceeds
more rapidly than any other, and as
we know that within the last twenty
vears the population of the whites
has doubled, and that of negroes very
nearly so, without importation, 1t
affords, 1 will not say a damning,
but a blessed proof that the adoption
of a similar course would ultimately
produce gradual emancipation and
an increasing population, and that 1t
would ¢nable the negroes to acquire

»
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property as the reward of long ser-
vitude, and that thereby these islands
would be placed in a state of safety
heyond any Which could be effected
by fleets or armies. .

Nothing now remains for me, Sir,
but to address a few words to those
members opposite me, who are so
fond of quoting the opinicns of aright
honourable gentleman deceased (M.
Pitt),- and who profess to eéntertain
soprofound a respect for his memory.
They all know, that there was mo
subject on which that right honour-
able ‘gentleman displayed his extra-
ordinary eloguence with more ardour,
than in support of the abolition of
the slave trade. His speeches on”
that subject will not easily be for-
gotten ; and, therefore, in supporting
the present motion, they will not only
have an opportunity of manifesting
their private friendship for him, their
admiration of his splendid talents,
and the sincerity of their zeal and
respect for his character and memo-
ry; but also the opportunity of quot-
ing him with - great advantage; add-
ed to which, they may now display
all this for the public good, apd.on
a subject upon which they cannot
be suspected of making that respect
and admiration only a vehicle for
party purposes.

Mr. Fox then moved the following
resolution :—< That thts Howuse, con-
ceiving the African Slave Trade to be
contrary to the principles-of justice,
lwmanity and sougd policy, will, with
all practicable expedition, proceed to
take effectual measures for abolishing
the saad trade, in such manner, and
at such period, as may be deemed ad-
veseable.”

[The motion' was opposed by Gen-
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cral Tarleton, Mr. Gascoyne, .Lord
Castlereagh, Sir William Y{)u,n’g, Mr.
Rose and Mr. Manning: and sup-
ported by Sir Ralph Milbanke, Mr.
Francis, Sir Samuel Romilly (ﬁle
Solicitor-General), Mr, Wilberforce,
Lord Henry Petty, Mr. Barham, Sir
John Newport, Mr. Canning, Mr.
William Smith and Mr. Wyndham.
The House divided on Mr. Fox’s
motion,—Yeas, 114, Noes, 15.
'This was the last mofion made by
Mr. Fox in the House of Commons.
About the middle of June, he be-
came 30 seriously indisposed, that he
was forced to discontinue his attend-
ance in parliament. Symptoms of
both general and local dropsy de-
clared themselves, and so rapid was
the progress of his ‘complaint, that
after the middle of July, though im-
formed of every step taken by his
colleagues in the negociation with
Trance, he cauld seldom be consulted
by them on that or any other pub-
lic measures till they had been car-
ried into effect. It was at length
thought necessary by his physicians,
to have recourse to the usual opera-
tion for his relief, which was ac-
cordingly performed for the first time
on the 7th of August, and repeatéd
on the 31st. After both operations,
he fell into a state of languor and
depression, but his medical attend-
ants never absolutely despaired of
his case till Monday, the 7th of Sep-
tember, when he sunk into_an alarm-
ing state of lowness, in which he
languished till the evening of Satur-
day, the 13th, when he expired in
the arms of his wephew, Lord Hol-
land, in the fifty-ninth year of his
age.] o

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS.

On the Atonement.

Sir,  Manchester, Nov. 18, 1815.
DID not say that Mr. Frend is
an invidious and uncharitable
man. There is surely an essential
difference between ascribing these
qualities to a man’s character gene-
rally, and to a sentiment or expres-
sion used in the heat of dispute. If
in the opinion of the judicious and
candid, my expression of disapgroba—
tion against the part of Mr. F.’s ar-
gument referred to be too strong,
and ‘chargeable (as in that case it
VoL, X. $c

"‘*——ﬂ

must be,) with the fault of which
I complain in him, I would most
cordially ask them and Mr. F. to
excuse my inconsideration in using
it. 1 must, however, confess, that
1 must see very differently 'from what
I do at present, before 1 can admire
the complexion of the paragraph in
question. “¢ Next year, perhaps,”
says Mr. F. < another Unitarian ‘may
have found out some point in theo-
logy, which he thinks equally neces-
sary or unnecessary to the faith of
an Unitarian.” He then places the
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following . subjects in this predica-
ment :—infant baptism, liberty and
necessity, the existence of the devil, the
Mosaic account of the creation and full,
the canonical authority of the book of
Revelution. In whatever manner
these subjects may be “chatted over,”
1t is creating an envy surely against
any person to suppose that he should
magnunify his opinions concerning any
of .these subjects to the importance
of the question concerning the person
of Christ. No man will either next
year, or ever, identify the above sub-
Jects with the profession of Unita-
rianism. The selection, too, cannot
but strike a person acquainted with
the parties as being calculated, to
‘use the rhetorician’s expression, ad
invidiam  excitandam. have ihe
highest regard for the character of
both Mr. Frend and Mr. Belsham, as
far as’' I know them; but both those
gentlemen, I hope, will bear with
me, if I strongly express my disap-
probation of the polemical style
sometimes adopted in personal dis-
putes. |

I never had a right to call upon
Mr. Frend for explanations certainly,
yet the importance which he at-
taches to his particular views, and
some expressions used by him in the
number for January, p. 32. led me
to expeect some important communi-
cations from him on the doctrine of
atonement or.redempiion. 1 for one
exceedingly regret that the discussion
proposed by Mr. F. and others should
not have taken place, but should have
been devoured, like Pharaoh’s fat
kine, by a lean and ill-favoured dis-
pute. [ particularly wish that the
sacrificial terms, borrowed from the
Mosaic ritual for the sake of illustra-
tion by the writers of the New: Tles-
tament, and applied to the redemption
by Christ, were better understood by
the general body of Unitarians.  They
would then be completely invulnera-
ble against the specious arguments
of the orthodox, derived from the
use of such terms, they would under-
stand the scriptures to their own com-
plete satisfaction, and they would be
able with good effect to turn the
edge of scriptural argument against
their . antagonists. Lo effect this,
I expected much from the discus-
sions which should appear in your

present volume, particularly those -

of Mr. ¥. I intended te de some-

thing myself—pro vtrtli—which wang
of time has mot so much precluded,
as a want of spur from the co-opera:
tion of others. I propose now, how.
ever, with your leave, Sir,~—not in.
deed to enter fully into this impor-
tant subject—but barely to state the
result of some of my inquiries. )

In a course of reading the Greek
and Roman classics—confined, it is
true—I1 could no where discover the
notion which 1s essential to the or-
thodox atomement, viz. the transfer
of mworal qualities from one morel
agent to another; but 1 observed
much that is inconsistent with such
a notion. The sacrifices are generally
represented of no avail, without a
reparation of the wrong. This remark
might be supported by innumerable
references ; but see particularly the
beginning of the lliad; where, in
order to appease the displeasure of
Apollo, it was required not only to
offer the magnificent sacrifice of a
hecatomb, or hundred beasts, but
likewise to repair the wrong—to
restore the- daughter of the priest
without ransom.

The sacrifices are generally repre-
sented acceptable as a tribute, an
homage, or a mode of worship.

‘“ Et quisnam numen Junonis adoret,
Praterea, ant supplex aris imponet hono-
rem.’—Virgil.

The worshipers were frequently
said to appease by sacrifice when they
bad committed no sin or particular
offence against the deity in question.

‘“ Sanguine placastis Ventos.”—Virgil.

Sacrifices were thotaght of no avail
witheut purity and sanctity in the
worshiper. ° The gods are said not
to regard the gift, but the mind of
the giver. - |

I have thought it necessary to say
so much—though, indeed, it be but
very little,—concerning the heathen
sacrifices; because interested writers
appealing to the ignorance and pre-
judices of mankind, have supported
the popular doctrine of the atone-
ment by the authority of profane no
less than of sacred writers.

Notwithstanding the hardy asser-
tions and inimitable criticisms of Dr.
Magee, I will venture to affirm, that
the question concerning the first 10-
stitution of sacrifices is effectually
hidden in the impenetrable cbsgurity
of aptiquity. -
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. In regard to the sacrifices instituted

by Moses, they were an adaptation of
what had existed before to the service
of God in the sanctuary-—under par-
ticular regulatious; and they were
adapted (as we are informed in dif-
ferent parts of the Old Testament—
Jer. vii. 22, Hos. vi. 6, Mic. vi.'7,)
not because God delighted in them,
but because of hardness of heart on
the part of the Israelites. The whole
account which we have of the ad-
mission rather than the institution of
sacrifices by Moses, and -the passages
just referred to in particular, clearly
evince that they were not, that they
could not be accepted by the Deity
as a reparation for moral offences, as
Dr. Magee would have us believe.

The expressions which were used
in the law of Moses concerning
sacrifices, are in different ways
applied by the writers of the New
Testament to the scheme or mode of
redemption through Christ, He is
eur Redeemer, he bought us with his
blood, he gave himself for us, he was
slain the just for the unjust, he was
made sin for us that we might be
made the righteousness of God in
him.

Now it is evident that expressions
taken from their proper connexion,
and adapted to a new subject, can-
not stand for ideas or notions which
did not originally belong to them.
The doctrine of the atonement, then,
ifindeed true, must be supported by
some other evidence than the use of
sacrificial terms; because these terms
never had such an extension of mean-
ng—they never signified the transfer
of moral qualities.

It is a mode of speaking frequently.
used by the writers of the New Tes-
tament, that Christ becomes for us,
or is made unto us, every thing in
which our salvation cousists:—I use
the termn -salvation here in its real
scriptural sense, of being truly Chris-
tiaus, and not as equivalent to cter-
nal life. Thus (1 Cor.i. 30,) “ Christ
1s made unto us of [by] God, wisdom
and righteousness, sanctification and
redemption.” In another place:
“He 1s sin for us, and we are the
righteousness of God in him.” What!
Is all this perfectly literal? What!
Are we wise by a substitute? Are
our sins as truly and properly Christ’s
as they are our own? And are we
then not virtuous and holy in our
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own persons> The mode of the

figure (so to speak) is very eyident
surely to every one that will use his

‘commeon sense and understanding.

Christ, through whose instrumenta-
lity these blessings become ours, is
said himself to be these things to us;
and for no other reason, and in no
other sense. But we shall be told,
that this latitude of interpretation is
unpardonable. Yet what is there in
it half so absurd, half so extravagant,
as to understand the whole in a pure-
ly literal sense’—As will be shewn
more particularly below. The terms
redeeming, purchasing, buying, &c.
are frequently used in the Old Tes-
tament in a sense implying temporal
deliverances and advantages, and
surely thesg strong and significant
terms are particularly well calculated
to set forth the great deliveranee
through Christ from ignorance and
vice, and from the burden.of ancient
carnal institutions, and degrading su-
perstitions.

The notions entertained concerning
appeasing the wrath of God, giving
satisfaction to divine justice, appro-
priating the active and passive merits
of Christ, and others equivalent to
them, are wholly, unscriptural and
unworthy of consideration.

Whatever Christ is to believers in
him in the accomplishment of their
salvation, he is so by the appoint-
ment, and as the instrument of God,
acting as he received commandment
and power from on high. When
our Saviour says.that he had power
over his life and death, he adds that
he received this commandment from
his Father. John x. 18. Is Jesus
Christ the resurrection and the UbLfe ?
He raises Lazarus after a solemn
prayer to the Almighty: and it is
expressly said, John v. 26, < For as
the Fatbher hath life in himself, so
huth he given to the Son to have life.
in himself.” 'Will he judge the world 2
It is expressly said to be by the ap-
pointment of God. 1t may be said,
mdeed, that mnany passages ascribe
our salvation, our redemption, our
resurrection and everlasting life am-
mediately to Christ; but as many
other passages ascribe the same to
him expressly. as the nstrument of
God, it is surely evident enough,
that the same instrumentality is im-
plied where it is not specifically
mentioned. And let the reader be
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apprized that this important observa-
tion is applicable to all the super-hu-
man attainments and actions of Christ.

Every work which Christ performed

as the messenger of the Most High,
we should always ascribe to the pow-
er of God, operating through Christ
as his instrument. Because this is
Jrequently asserted in direct terms, it
must elways be implied.

If any thing different  from this, or
inconsistent with it, is meant by Mr.
I'rend and those who think with him
on this' question, it can surely be
stated and expluined ; and it is, 1

- think, incumbent on him to explain,
although I may have forfeited all
right to interrogaté him. < Jesus
Christ,”” says Mr. F., < is the neces-
sary medium through whivh we enter
into eternity.” Is not Jesus Christ
the medium through which we re-
ceive every privilege peculiar to the
new dispensation 2  Who denies this?
A. great difference sarely can be stat-
ed with clearness ; and an importent
difference ought to be stated, and the
scriptural evidence for it adduced.

But I will now proceed to state
another result of my inquiries.
Though the pardon of sin is an act
absolutely of free grace and umerited
favour; yet in the scriptures we are
represented as accepted with God on
account’ of the goodness of our dispo-
sitions and conduct. We please him
by virtuous actions or good works.
1 Thess. iv. 1, &c. The redemption
which Christ has accomplished—the
state into ‘which he bought us with
the pricé of his blood—was the intro-
duction of 2 new dispensation, under
which spirituality of worship, and
goodness of character, alone, would
be acceptable to the Almighty., In
the new creation, i. e. under the gos-
pel dispensation, to worship God %
spurit and in truth, to fear God and
work righteousness, are the only es-
sential conditions of acceptance with
our Maker.

The undeniable import of innumer-
able plain and unfigurative passages
in the New Testatent is, that we
must keep the commandments, abound
i good works, and that we shall be
judged at Tast according to our works.
« 1f thou wilt enter into life keep the
commaidments,” ~ Some indeed set
aside thre authority of this important
passage by understanding it in the

following sease. * If thou wilt keep
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all the commandments,even that which
Adam broke before thou wast born,
thou wilt enter into life; though |
know very well that neither thou nor
any other man, can comply with this
condition.” A comment this worthy
of a bad cause ! '

G ood works, or personal righteous-
ncss, are the only solid foundation of
hope unto eternallife. QOur Saviour's
sermon on the mount wholly ‘consists
of moral precepts, (now-a-days de-
nominated legality) and yet he says,
that ¢ the man who doeth these words
of mine hath built his house upon a
rock :” his foundation on good works
is perfectly safe and secure.

Our Saviour frequently speaks of
reward in heaven—< Great shall be
your reward in heaven.” Who can
wonder that this expression should
sound discordant in the ears of those
who wholly exclude good works from
the scheme of redemption®

Improving our talents and being
Jaithful, are, according to the evan-
gelists, means of ¢ entering into the
joy of our Lord.” .

Peter, in the affair of Cornelius,
seeing more clearly than ever he had
before—the moral constitution of tht
new dispensation—cried out with great
emphasis, as is nafural to one making
a great discovery—< Now of a truth
I perceive that God is no respecter
of persons, but in every mnation he
that feareth him and worketh righteous-
ness is accepted with him.” _

In fine, for I must come to a con-
clusion, what man of a sane and un-
prejudiced mind will contend in the
face of all this evidence, that those
expressions on which the doctrine of
the Atonement is solely built—as
when we are said to have been bought
with a price, to have been’ redeemed
with the blood of Christ, to bhave
been washed clean in his blood—are

‘to be understood in the literal mean-

ing > Can those who will say so be
aware of the cousequences? AcC-
cording to them, our salvation 1s 2
downright bargain between the I'a-
ther and the Son, as much so as mer-
chandize in the market : our salva-
tion is an equivalent consideration for
value reccived, a quid pro quo,a debt-
or and creditor account between the
Father and the Son. (I do not say
this in jest, but for the sake of clf{aT'
ness of ideas.) But if our salvation
was not of this charadter, it was some-
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thing of a very different nature. For
there is no medium between the fi-
gurative and unfigurative meaning of
buying and selling. The "two ways of
underétanding these terms are essen-
tially different, in the very nature of
things. We must. have been bought
either in the strict literal, or in a fi-
gurative and accommodated sense.
Let no man therefore deceive himself
in understanding these expressions in
some dark, ambiguous, undefined
sense, which in fact means nothing ;

and let him not build on the accep- -

tation of words thus dark and unas-
certained a doctrine irreconcileable
with the genias of Christianity.
What was the grand design of the
glorious gospel of the grace of God ?
To teach us « that denying ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts, we should live

soberly, righteously and godly in this _

present werld :—that they who have
believed in God should be careful to
maintain good works.” What did
Jesus Christ redeemn believers from ?
« From all iniquity” to be ¢ zealous
unfo good works”—from the pre-
viously vain conversation of the world,
from the power of sin, from their evil
habits. What did he purchase for
them? The means of moral reforma-
tion through the gospel, with the
faveur of God as a necessary conse-
quence. 1 Pet. ii. 9. Christians are
“a peculiar [margin, purchased] peo-
ple, to shew forth the praises of him
who called them out of darkness into
marvellous light.”

How astonishing is it, that ages of
ignorance and barbarism should have
so far tarnished the glory of Chris-
tianity, that men, instead of under-
standing 1its obvious and plain' prin-
ciples, should be irretrievably bewil-
dered by the occasional use of a féw
phrases adapted’'to the notions of those
who-had been brought up under the
old dispensation ! What can the most
metaphorical of those expressions
mean—that we are washed white in
the blood of the lamb—but that the
new moral dispensation introduced by
that innocent person, whosetestimony.
was sealed with his blood, has been
the means of freeing all who have
truly received it froem their moral pol-
lution and sinfulness ? How long will
the New Testament be read in vain 2
When will its words be understood
1 the sense and rheaning in which
they were originally de“liveredg o

[ 4

Hackney, Nov. 23, 1815. .
Sir, |
F you think the following notice
explaining why a late Bible Meet-
ing was not to be held in a church
but in a chapel, is worth preserving
1In your pages, as a specimen of the
genuine spirit in which the circula-
tion of the Scriptures without the
Prayer Book, has been recently op-
posed by a beneficed clergyman of
the Dstablished Church in this neigh-
bourhood, it is at your service.

The Rector’s letter was sent to Mr.
Bragg, < the churchwarden,” late on
Monday night, the 13th inst., and
the « adjourned” Bible Meeting, which
was large and respectable, was held
on Tuesday, the 14th, Mpr. Byng,
themember for the cowunty, in the chair.
- Whether the frequent repetition of
the Athanasian Creed, with its dam-
natory clauses, which are required
by law to ¢ be sung or said at morn-
Ing prayer, instead of the Apostles’
Creed,’” no less than thirteen times in
the year, on certain festivals and
Saints’ days, < by the mintster and
people standing,” and the reverend
gentleman’s inability tofind any thing
like it in the scriptures, excited his
vindictive zeal against those who pro-
moted the circulation of the latter
without the former, or from what
other cause such zeal may have arisen,
is not for me to determine. ButI can-
not help thinking, that the periodical

‘profession of such a creed has a natu-

ral tendency to beget an uncharitable
and intolerant disposition of mind, or,
what 1s alike to be lamented, a total
disregard to all religion, but that of
the state, and an equal zeal to defend
that, whether. it be true or false.

I am, your constant reader,

PHILEMON.

“ ST. MATTHEW, BETHNAL ‘GREEN.

““ The Rector of this Parish, claim.
ing his right of opposing the circa-
lation of the Holy Sériptures amongst
his parishioners, sent, late last night,
(the 12th of Nov. 1815) the follow-
ing letter to the churchwarden :

‘€ cory: :
¢ Rectory House, Nov. 13, 1815.
€ ¢ SIR,

“< As the church is my freehold,
and is consecrated for the celebra-
tion of divine worship alone, 1 cannot
but call to mind, with merited indig-
nation and abhorrence, the eonduct.of
those parish officers who, shrinking
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from legal investigation, and stimu-
lating their ignorant and deluded ad-
herents to outrage and insult those

whose duty prompted them to expcese .

their mal-practices, have heretofore
too often successfully contrived to con-
vert so sacred an edifice into a Bear
Garden. Determined, if possible, to
prevent a recurrence ofsuch disgrace-
ful scenes, or, at least, to prevent the
church from being turned into a con-
venticle, I give you notice, {(and de-
sire you will communicate the same
to your colleagues, and the rest of
the fraternity,) that, if you, or any
- person ot persons shall presume to
enter the church on the 14th inst. for
the purpose. of holding a meeting for
the Bible, (as it is miscalled) ot for
any other association, that I will vin-
dicate my rights against such inva-
sion, and enforce such penalties against
the offenders as the ecclesiastical and
civil law may enjoin.
«¢] am, Sir, yours, &c.
(Signed) «“JOSHUA KING.”
«s To William Bragg.”’

+ For the purpose of avoiding con-
tention the meeting is adjourned to
GiBrALTER CuapEL, Bethnal Green
Road.” ‘

-‘-
S1Rr,
S it too much to assume that an
act of Almighty power, wisdom,
and goodness, must be so immutably
right, so altogether worthy its divine
original, that a parallel act under all
its circumstances must be as immuta-
bly right as altogether worthy, &c.?
‘What now should he think of the
Supreme Being multiplying ad znfini-
tum, or ouly indefinitely such an
achievement as was, on the Calvinis-
tic hypothesis, the creation of man !
Can the human imagination on the
contrary, conceive a case of which
the repetition in a single instance
should be, reasoning « prior:, so ut-
terly, so ineffably improbable ?
CLERICUS.
TS —
Sir, Nov. 27, 1815.
Y COPY the following from the
B Public Ledger of this morning:

“ We are concerned to notice, that
the spirit of superstition seems not to
have been abated, by all the calami-
ties which LKurope has suffered. 'The
King of Naples has made a present to
the Virgin of Monte Leone of a dia-

less acquainted with the holy

Myr. W. Frend's Comment on a Passuge of Horace.

mond necklace, and one of Murat’s de-
corations.”

Perhaps some of the readers of your
Repository may have overlooked this
important information. It is fitting
they should know what is the frujt
of British instruction during the royal
exile in the Island of Sicily. J. W,

IE—
Comment on a passage of Horace by
Mr. W. Frend.

[Extracted from the Evening’s Amuse.
ments, for the year 1816.]

N the midst of the gross darkness,
in which the nations were envelop-
ed before the coming of our Saviour,
faint glimmerings of light beamed
through the surrounding gloom, and
we should be astonished, that in the
highly cultivated state of the human
intellect at some periods, they didnot
produce a greater effect, if we, who
have been blessed with the divine ef-
fulgence, had not witnessed in our
own times, to what degree it may be
obscured by passion and prejudice.
Three distinguished poets flourished
in the age of Augustus. They were,
I am persuaded, all of them wmore or
scrip-
tures. 'The Pollio of Virgil has led
many to attribute to him the perusal
of the prophet Isaiah: the first lines
ofthe Metamorphoses of Ovid scarcely
admit a doubt, that the first chapter
of Genesis was familiar to him : and
a passage in Ilorace convinces me,
that an attempt had been made to im-
press on his mind the great truth in-
culcated in the Hebrew scriptures.
Yet their hearts were hardened ; and
in spite of the opportunities of supe-
rior knowledge, they perverted their
fine talents to the support of the
prevailing superstitions and the most
degrading notions of the divinity.
That Horace was acquainted with
the sacred scriptures we cannot doubt,
when we counsider, - that one of s
most intimate friends was a frequentep
of the synagogue. This circumstance
we learn from his own works, and i8
cannot be imagined, that Fuscus
Aristius, a scholar of great eminenceé,
could be attached ta the Jewish re-
ligion, without imparting to his friends
Virgil and Horace, some of the sub-
lime truths, which he derived from it.
But we have internal evidence, that
puts it beyond all doubt, that this
wonld be at times a subject of conver-
sation. ' | ’
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. Horace in one of his odes is led to
apeak of the attributes of Deity, and,
in utter contradiction to the general
tenor of his writings, bursts forth up-
on us with this sublime stanza.

Unde nil majus generatur ipso;

Nec viget quicquam simile, aut secundum;

Proximos illi tamen occupavit

- Pallas honores.

Nothing exists greater than himself,

neither has he a similitude in any thing,

nor does he admit of a second. Next
to his throne, and most highly ho-
noured, stands Pallas. My readers
will recollect, that in the vain my-
thology of the ancients, Pallas is repre-
sented as the Goddess of Wisdom, but
so far from being superior to their
other abominations, their Jupiter ad-
mitted even of a partner on his throne
in Juno. How Horace made this slip
in his théology may thus, I think, be
accounted for. -

I can conceive from the character
of Horace, that he might have been
bantering his friend Fuscus Aristius,
on what he would call the Jewish su-
perstitions, when the latter, with that
seriousness which the subject would
suggest, might have thus addressed
him and his friends. Ye worship ye
kuow not what. < Ye split your Deity
into numberless persons, and fall pros-
trate before the vain idols of your own
imaginations. - But we are better
taught. - We know that the true God
1sand can be only one, and our scrip-
tures abominate the idea of any like-
ness being formed of him, or any per-
ton: being supposed to be equal or se-
cond, to him.  His unity is not to be
compared with the unity of any crea-
ted being. When we arespeaking of
the unity of any thing created, as of
the sun, moon, earth, man, tree and
the like, another of the same kind
either does or may be conceived to
exist. - But- it is mot so with God :
he is one, one only person, and when
we think aright-of him, we feel that
hig umity excludes the possibility of
conceiving a seeond God to exist.

his is the great tenet of our faith.
Of this our scriptures are. full ;..and,
wherever this truth is adopted, all
the abominations, under which you
Tepresent your Gods, fill the mind
With horror.” In corroboration of his
fentiment he would probably produce
% them many sublime passages of
¥npture, and among them not un-
kkely those in which wisdowp i s
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beautifully described in the book of
Proverbs. A momentary conviction
was produced on the mind of Horace ;
he penned his stanza; could not, or
would not, divest himself of his vain
mythology; exchanged wisdom for
Pallas ; and then relapsed into all the
idle tales which were familiar to and
osngenial with the reigning religion.
The passage 1 have quoted was not
we may presume entirely without ef-
fect, and many may have been pre-
pared by it to think better of the
Deity. It is a pleasing satisfaction to
find these traces of divine truth in
profane writers ; and asour holy apos-
tle Paul has not disdained to mniake
use of similar passages, my readers
will, I am persuaded, notbe displeased
with this apparent digression from
the general tenor of the work. But
when we are dilating on the works
of nature, how can we forbear from
looking continually up to the author
of it. To him the King eternal, im-
mortal, invisible, the only true God,
be all our adorations paid, and may
we never, like Horace, pollute our
imaginations by the prostration of our
intellect to any vain superstition.
i ,
Myr. Aspland’s final Reply to Pastor.
Hackney Road, Dec. 2, 1815.
S the dispute ‘between Pastor
and me will naturally drop with
the present volume of the Monthly
Repository, I shall make but a very
short answer to his last letter [p. 710]

- and shall avoid introducing any thing

to which he might wish to reply.

What ¢ reflections against’” Pastor
I have dropt, I know not. His own
tone appeared to nre to be growing
angry, I rebuked. him gently, and he
recovered his temper. 1If, however,
I have fallen into the fault which'l
censured in him, of whichl am not
aware, 1 beg that every expression
of mine that is offensive to him per-
sonally may be considered as cancel-
led. P

Pastor cannot see how the term
Unitarian which denotes my agree-
ment with other Christians should
also mark the peculiarity of my faith.
But I must again assert that the pecu-
harity of it consists in that agreement.
All Christians hold the divine unity,
but most of them hold with 1t opin-
ions that appear to me to subvert it ;
I agree with them in their first prin-
ciple, but I agree with them no fur.
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ther. Their peculiarity consists in
their additions to the doctrine of the
divine unity, mine in iy adhering
to this doctrine withont additions, and
in my believing this doctrine to be
of supreme importance. :
It 1s true that I profess other opin-
ions besides that of the Unity of God,
but I have none that 1 esteem of
equal importance, for this appears to
me to include the benevolence of the
Supreme Being and to exclude all
those doctrines concerning the person
and office of Jesus Christ which dis-
tinguish the bulk of reputed orthodox
Christians.

No one term can express all that a
man believes. Pastor might call him-
self an Arian, and yet no one would
know from this that he embraced or
rejected the doctrines of satisfaction
for the sins of mankind by the death
of Christ, of original sin, of infant
baptism, of the divine ordination of
bishops, of an intermediate state of
existence and of eternal torments. “ I
call myself an Arian,” he might say,
« because 1 must have some religious
distinction, and I choose that which
explains my difference from others on
the most important and comprehen-
sive subject.” He might not be sha-
ken in his attachment to the term if
he were told that between the primi-
tive and the modern Arians there is
as wide a difference as between the
first Arians and Athanasians. His
answer might be that custom modifies
and fixes the use of terms, and that
in the present day every ome under-
stands sufficiently by the appellation
in question whathe wishes to set forth
as his most important religious belief.

In some circumstances the words
Christian and Protestant would be
justifiable terms of distinction, even
in Protestant and Christian countries;
as, for instance, when the persons
taking them should suppose that the
principles implied in them were vio-
Jated, or at least overlooked by the
majority of those who were ordinarily
known by them. Has Pastor never
heard of, or does he object to, the
denominations of The Christian Tract
Societ}ir/, and The Protestant Society
Jor the Protection of Religious Lz-
berty 2 |

I will here take the liberty to say
that 1 rejoice that Mr. James Yates
abandons the term Socinian; but 1

On the Term Unztarian.

doubt the expediency of reviving the
use of the word Humanztarian. It ig
very uncouth and ambiguous. What
necessity is there for a name expressly
to distinguish our opinion concerning
the person of Christ, when we alread
have one [Unitarian] which clearl
points out our disbelief of his Deity >
The few Arians that are left do not
hesitate, I believe, to call themselyeg
such—they who call themselves Uni-
tarians only will he generally under-
stood to be not Arians. We may not
object to conceding to Arians the
name of Unitarians, but they proba-
bly will not content themselves with
this denomination indicative of their
agreement with us; they seem to con.
ceive their peeuliarity to be Arianism
rather than Unitarianism.
~In closing this paper, 1 trust, I
need not assure the reader thatI feel
no ill-will and mean no disrepect to-
wards either Arians or Trinitarians.
ROBERT ASPLAND.
—R——
SIR,
PERCEIVE that Mr. Yateshas
in your last number retracted his
opinion respecting the adoption -of the
term Socinian, as applicable to that
class of Christians to which he be-
longs ; and having in a former paper
quoted with approbation a sentence
or two of his on that subject, I beg
leave to observe that althaugh he has
altered his opinion, yet the reasons he
assigned for it are before the world,
and many will probably continue to
think with me that they are good and
sufficient. 1 agree with him, how-
ever, in a reluctance to apply that
name to those who disown it. And
on that account am sorry that 'no
other has been selected by themselves
that can be generally admissible. Till
this is done I have no doubt but that
the term Socinian will continue to be
given them by the world at large.
Mr. Yates recommends the term
Humanitarian. This does not appear
to me 30 objectionable as that which
they commonly use among themselves;
for “although the real humanity of
Christ be admitted and believed by
all sects, yet there are none besides
themsedves who consider the Saviour
to have been a mere man, and conse-
quently they are alone in believing
him to be possessed only of simple
humdnity. The term therefore which
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is recommended by Mr. Yates cannot
be said to have ¢ no allusion to their
pecu]iar faith.” It .refe_rs directly to
one of their peculiarities, or one .of
those tenets “ by which they are dis-
tinguished from all other Christians.”
This cannot be said of the term Uni-
tarian.

But after all, may I be permitted
to ask why must any term be chosen
which refers to one article only, a-
mong several, by which that sect is
distinguished from all others? I can
see no reason for this. Would it not
be desirable to fix on a term which
should mark their system generally,
instead of any one which relates only
to a particular point ? If, for instance,
the word Priestleyan were agreeable
to the party, the world, I am per-
suaded, would at once coucur with
them in the use of it, not only as un.
objectionable, but also as descriptive
and definitive. Not that they must
be considered as believing every thing
that Dr. Priestley believed, but as
receiving and supporting those lead-
ing theological opinions of which he
was the principal reviver and the most
conspicuous defender. It is mere tri-
fling to say “ we are to call no man
master,” and so forth. No man would
think of putting that interpretation
on the term, any more than on the
term Arian or Calvinist. The gene-
ral sense of mankind and the common
fractice' preclude any such idea. And

should think it an honour to the
sect, to be distinguished by the name
of 2 man so justly celebrated. It
would at the same time be distinctly
understood by all mankind, and be
uiversally acknowledged as equally
expressive and appropriate.

PASTOR.
et —

Highgate, Dec. 2, 1815,

SIR, ' |
LTHOUGH 1 did imagine that
the very excellent letter of Mr.
Belsham, p. 416, of the present vo-
lume, might have scttled the dispate
on the termm Unitarian, which was
thought by others as well as myself to
have proceeded quite far enough, yet
3 the subject is still in progress, I
beg leave to make a few observations,
to which I am induced by the pro-
Posal of my excellent friend Mr. Y ates,
1 your last number, who suggests
at the believers in the proper hu-
Wanity of Christ should content them-
YOL. X. b w»

Mr. Joyce on the Term Unitarian.
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selves with the distinguishing epithet
of HumaniTarians, to avoid giving oc-
casion of offence to our Arian breth-
ren, who now claim to be ranked as
Unitarians. I know the well-earned
influence which Mr. Yates has in &
particular part of our island, and that
what he recommends needslittle more
for its general adoption ; I beg leave

- therefore to offer some reasons, why

I think his proposal ought not, hasti-
ly, to be admitted.

Mr. Lindsey, in the Appendix to
his Farewell Sermon (1793) says, < the
name of Arian 1 remember, in m
youth, to have been a name full of
horror with the great majority in all
places”——¢¢ but this term of re-
proach has been comparatively little
heard of for the last thirty years and
upwards.”

Now, Sir, I remember the open-
ing of the New Chapel in Essex
Street, in 1778, and though I was cer-
tainly very young at that time, yet I
was old enonghto enter very feelingly
into the controversy respecting the
person of Christ, and to be, in my
own estimation, at least, a zealous
and eager Arian. 1 was a constant
attendant upon the preaching of the
late Rev. Hugh Worthington; yet L
suspect, that at that period, and X
may add, and still keep within the
boundaries of truth, for 12 or 15 years
afterwards, no Arians stood forward
in their claims for the title of Unita-
rian. ‘That term was then as much
a term of reproach, as the epithet
Arian had been half a century before,
and the followers of Mr. Lindsey and
Dr. Priestley might very readily ap-
propriate it to themselves. It is true
the ignorant and malignant, to render
these excellent men more odious, fre-
quently reproached them as Socin-
fans, as did others, still more malig-
nant, with the epithet of Atheists, or
believers in no God, because they
would not worship three Gods under
the uncouth denomination ofa Trinity.

The term ¢ Unitarian,” Sir, as a
term of reproach, has, to use Mr.
Lindsey’s language, been little heard
of during the last fifteen or eighteen
years, and therefore the Arians are
desirous of applying it to themselves:
but that is not the only reason ; the
epithet Arian is well nigh worn out,
as is the doctrine itself, and hence it
should seem the believers in the pre-
existence of Christ and atonement
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are desirous of shifting it off their
shoulders. Let them if they please
rank themselves under the general
term Unitarians, but those who sim-
ply believe in the humanity of Christ,
and in the unpurchased love of the
Almighty, ought not to abandon it
for another which to my ears is ex-
tremely barbarous; and, if I mistake
not, in the north, where Mr. Y. has
justly acquired so high a reputation,
liable to be mistaken.

I have a still stronger and, in my
opinion, a much more important rea-
son why the believers in the pre-ex-
istence of Christ and the other doc-
trines usually attached to it, should

not be left in the exclusive possession
I do not mean

of the term Unitarian.
fo speak with the smallest disrespect
of this class of Christians, in which I
am proud and grateful to reckonsome
of my best and steadiest friends in the
worst times, but, Sir, if the current
goes on for the next twenty years
with as much force and velocity as it
has the last, there will, probably, be
scarcely a rempant of the sect re-
maining, and then, with the sect, we
shall lose, next to the term Christian,
the most appropriate denomination
by which the worshiper of the true
God can be designated. 7 g

P.S. In answerto a « Young Scho-
lar and no Middle-Man,” p. 693, al-
low me to say that for many years I
was a constant attendant at Salters’-
Hall, and during that whole period
it was impossible to hear Mr. Wor-
thington many successive times with-
out knowing his religious sentiments
on almost every topic : he never scru-
pled to attack in the same sermon, of-
ten in the same sentence, Trinitarians,
on the one hand and those who be-
lieved in the simple humanity of Christ
on the other : he was also a zealous
advocate for the doctrine of an atone-
ment, scrupling not to say he had
drawn it in with almost his earliest
breath, and that by the blessing of
God he would continue in it till his
death. He had a great abhorrence to
the leading tenets of 'Calvinism, Pre-
destination and Reprobation, nor was
he less inimical to the philosophical
doctrine of Necessity. The writer of
this likewise well knows that he was
a believer in the existence of a Devil,
for having once hazarded a doubt on
the subject he irrecoverably lost that

Mr. Belsham on Dr. Estlin's Defence of him.

warmth of his tutor’s'friendship With'
which he had been previously he.

noured, J. J.
eI

Essex House, Dec. 6, 1815,

P 'SIR’ -

PERM I'T me through the channe]
B. of your widely circulating Reps,.
sitory to acknowledge my great obi;.
gation to my friend Dr. Estlin, . for
his kind and spontaneous defence of
my character in his late excellent
publication addressed to the Unita.
rians .in South Wales, against the yy.
founded aud ungenerous aspersions
of the Bishop of St. David’s.

My obligation isthe greater, as my
friend professes to differ from me ip
some points of considerable impor-
tance. ¢ I am,” says he, p. 62, <o
a MATERIALIST.” Now this must be
understdood to imply that Mr. B.isa
materialist. And this being asserted
by a friend, after forty years acquain-
tance, will naturally pass as a well-
authenticated fact. And by ninety-
nine in a hundred of my friend’s read-

~ers, Mr. B. will be regarded as main-

taining, that the intellectual and ac-
tive' powers of the human mind are
properties of a gross, extended, solid,
and essentially inert substance: this
is the only idea which the multitude
annex to materialism, and if this no-
tion were seriously entertained by
Mr. B. it would entitle him to offer
himself as a candidate for the first va-
cancy in St. Luke’s Hospital, or for
an appropriate habitation in the New
Bedlam.

Whether 1 have ever conversed
with my worthy and learned friend
upon the subject of philosophical ma-
terialism, I know not. Butthat [ ever
declared myself a materialist in any
sense of the word 1 greatly doubt.
For it is a subject upon which it is
difficult to form clear ideas: and so
far as I do understand it, I hesitate
concerning the conclusion.

The simple question between Dr.
Priestley and Dr. Price was, whether
the principle of perception was sepa-
rable or inseparable from certain mo-
difications of attraction and repulsion.
Dr. Priestlev maintained that they
were inseparable, and Dr. Price that
they were never separated. Just as
in the case of the two churches of
Rome and England, one claims to be
infallible, and the other maintains
that it never errs. But for this dif
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ference, so trifling in itself and so lit-
tle understood by the million, Dr.
Price is applauded as an immaterialist,
and Dr. Priestley is vilified as a mate-
ialist. I certainly go as far as Dr.
Price, and I do mnot go quite so far
as Dr. Priestley. Because my philo-
sophic friend regarded attraction and
repulsion as divine euergies ; which
appeared to me to verge upon pan-
theism. But whether that which is
never actually separated from its ad-
junct be naturally absolutely inse-
parable from it, I really am not meta-
physician conough to determine, so
that in truth I cannot say to which
of the two appellations I am entitled :
whether I am a poor, despised, degrad-
ed materialist who believe that per-
ception, attraction, and repulsion are
inseparable, or a sublime and exalted
immaterialist who believe that though
not inseparable they are in fact never
separated. My true position is, 1 be-
lieve, in the centre of oscillation.

Such are Mr. B’s. notions of mate-
rialism and immaterialism. How far
his friend’s ideas may coincide with
his own upon this subject it is not
for him to say. |

And perhaps even upon the subject
of the Lord’s day, Mr. B’s. ideas may
not be quite so much at variance
with those of his worthy friend as he
may imagine. ,

I quite agree with Dr. Estlin, that
the apostles instituted the first day
of the week as a religious festival for
the commemoration of the resurrec-
tion of Christ and for the celebration
of Christiau worship. And I amsuare
that my friend will agree with ine
that it is not explicitly set apart as a
day of sabbatical rest in the New
Testament, nor was it observed as
such by the primitive church. Upon
this question there can be no difier-
ence of opinion among those wwho
have read and arc well-informed upon
the subject. And if my friend is of
opinion that it is expedient that a day
of reliyious solemnity should also be
observed as a day of sabbatical rest :

I content myself with the decision of

the apostle : if one Christian regards
one day above another, and another
regards every day alike, lct every onc
freely follow his own judgment. Let
not him who regardeth the day con-
demn him who docs not regard it :
and lct npot him who disregards. the
day despise him who regardeth it.
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For we must all give an account of
ourselves to God.

But it seems that my friend has
been informed, that what Mr. B. has
said on the subject of the sakbath
‘¢ has injured the cause of Unitarian-
ism in Wales.,” 1 am sorry for it.
But when 1 see it to be my duty to
speak unpalatable truth or to oppose
popular error, it is not my custom to
inquire who will like it or who will
dislike it ; or what party wi!ll be of-
fended and weakened, and what will
be gratified and promoted by it.

My sole object is, at least it is my
desire that it should ever be, to ap-

prove myself to conscience and to

God. As to the acceptance and suc-
cess of my honest, however humble,
exertions [.am willing te leave it in

the hands of Him who will carry on

his own cause in the way and by the
instruments which he shall himself se-
lect and qualify for the work. I am

satisfied to have had it in my heart.

1 am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
T. BELSHAM.
et |
Higham H:ll, Dec. 8, 1815.
Sir,
I AM aware that when I said in my
last, that the Calvinistic system
can send a man trivraphing to glory
from the scaffold, I brought forward
a case which the more intelligent and
moderate of Calvinistic divines will
consider as an enthusiastic abuse, net
a just consequence of their doctrine.
But the system itself does not posi-
tively exclude such a case, as it ad-
mits conversion to be wrought at the
very close of a wicious life. 1 thiuk
ray memory 1s strictly correct with
respect to an instance recorded in the
Obituary of a work published under
the sanction of respectable names, the
ivangelical Magazine. The- writer
visits a prostitute on her deaih-bed.
e awakens her to a sense of her sad
condition, goes through the wsual
process, and concludes his account
with expressing a full conviction that
he shiall Tneet that poor creature in
glery.

I'o the observations of my last per-
haps you will allow me to add the
following : .

It will strike most minds with the
force of an axiom, that it must be a
general blessing to any species of be-
ings to be under the government of
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an infinitely wise, just and benevo-
lent Creator. This axiom, Calvinism,
if admitted, proves to be false.

The first and great commandment

is, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart ;” this com-
mandment Calvinism sets aside by
rendering the observance of it imprac-
ticable. On the other hand, the com-
mand refutes the doctrine.
_ Calvinists with other Christians ad-
mit, on the evidence of scripture,
that God is infinitely good ; but Cal-
vinism reduces this infinite goodness
to mere theory which fact most woe-
fully contradicts. And,
tell, the causes which prevent the
exercise of this attribute are “found in
the Divine Nature itself !

Scripture assures us in various ways

“that mercy is what God delights to
exercise ; but Calvinism sets up in its
stead an infinite indignation at a sup-
posed infinite evil, which reigns in
the divine dispensations, triumphs
over wisdom, equity and goodness,
and which nothing can satisfy but
the eternal sufferings of myriads of
creatures, whose grand crime (as
they were born with a nature radi-
cally corrupt) has been, that they
were destined to exist ! | !

And now, Sir, as it 1s not
bly that I shall trouble you again on
this subject, Ishould like to take my
leave of it with saying a word on the
tone in which my observations have
been written. Conceiving Calvinism
to be a most gross corruption of the

best gift of God to man, I have exhi-
! bited its inconsistencies and its hor-
rors as they have struck my own
mind with unrestrained freedom, but
without even an evanescent feeling of
ill-will towards those from whom I
differ thus widely. Strong as is my
conviction of the absurdity and im-
piety of the system itself, I shall ever
Jose sight of the theoretical Calvinist
when found in the person of theprac-

tical Christian.

1 am, Sir,
Yours respectfully,
E. COGAN.
S —
Islington, Dec. 10, 1815.
SIR,

S 1 am not the author of Mr.
Dendy’s Obituary 1 should be
justified in treating with silence the
Young Scholar’s modest call on me to

strange to.

proba- .

Mr. Evans on his Religious Opinions.

furnish him with a confession of py
faith. But as my life has been dg.
voted to the instruction of young peo.
ple, I must not withhold the desireq
information on the present occasiop,
My religious opinions will be founq
detailed in my 7'wentieth Anniversay,
Sermon, preached at Worship Streerj
November, 1811. And should the
inquirer wish to see the Middle Scheme
perspicuously stated and ably defengq.
ed, he is referred to Dr. Richarg
Price’'s Sermons on the Christian Do.
trine ; the attentive perusal of whic)
may afford Young Scholars (if not teo
confident and opinionative) consider.
able improvement. As to my rever-
ed friend, the late Rev. Hugh Wor.
thington, it is passing strange that
any oue' individual of Salters’ Hall
congregation can have any doubt of
his disbelief of the Trinity, since he
1s known to have delivered from the
pulpit this memorable declaration—
“ 1 must first lose my understanding
and likewise my sight before 1 can
believe my Saviour equal to my
Gop IV I am, Sir,
Yours respectfully,
J. EVANS.

——arme——
SIR, ‘

HL promotion of a subscription

for the suffering, persecuted

Protestants of France is truly honour-
able to the Dissenting Ministers of
London. Besides relieving distress,
it will hold out to the French an as-
surance of our hailing peace, in the
spirit of peace. It will shew the go-
vernment of that unhappy people that
therc is a tribunal to which even ge-
neralissimos, prime-ministers and
kings are subject, the tribunal of
public opinion, before which perse-
cutors, oppressors and destroyers
stand condemned.

Oliver Cromwell set on foot a ge-
neral collection, in 1655, for the suf-
fercrs for conscience’ sake in the val-
leys of Piedmont, heading the sub-
scriptions with a donation of 2000L
This might not be princely, but 1t
was Christian, and the example was
not without effect, the collections
amounting to about 40,000.. Amongst
the distributors of this bounty wecre
Calamy, Caryl and other nonconfor-

AN OLIVERIAN.

mist divines.
el
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Miscellaneous Notes intended to explain
the Christian Eucharist.
(See p. 571))
HE commemorative acts, which
were performed by Jesus Christ

. and his associated disciples and friends -

in the primitive rite of the Lord’s
Supper, seem very clearly and strong-

ly, if not demonstratively, to forbid

the belief—that the sufferings, cru-

cifixion and death of Christ were spe- -

cially commemorated on that occa-
sion ; or indeed that they were ever
intended to be made the special ob-
jects of commemoration in any subse-
quent observance of that rite. Tor
suppose (what is far from being
probable), that Jesus Christ was a
communicant at that time, and that
he communicated in common, cr on
a fooling perfectly level with his dis-
ciples,—will it not necessarily follow,
that the object or objects then com-
memorated, was or were precisely
the same both to our blessed Lord
and to ail theassociated guests * Now
if the object commemorated at that
time, both by Jesus and his apostles
and friends was precisely the same ;
and if that object, according to com-
mon estimation, was the blood (i. e.
the sufferings and death) of Jesus
Christ, must we not infer—That, as
the disciples drank some part of the
Eucharistic cup, or wine, (expressly
called the blood of Christ), so Jesus
himself also drank some part of the
same cup, or wine (1, e. his own
blood) to commemorate his own death,
even before his decease had actually
taken place ? [t will perhaps be said
that as the blood of Christ is men-
tioned twice in this statement, it may
be supposed to denote both the re-
semblance of Christ’'s blood, and also
his real or true blood. But, allowing
the propriety of this deduction from
the present statement, doth it equally
result from the words of Christ’s in-
stitution, in which the term blood is
mentioned but once 2 In expound-
ing, or rather in administering the
Lord’s Supper, according to its pre-
valent signification, are not the expo-
sitors perpetually obliged to shifttheir
1deas and consider this self-same, sin-

gle term blood in a two-fold sense ?

That is to say (1) as the resemblance

m- -

of Christ’s blood, meaning the Eu-
charistic wine; and (2ndly) as Christ’s
real blood, denoting his sufferingsand
death, or the commemorated object
of the Eucharistic rite ¢ What then
can possibly be more arbitrary or
more unscriptural, and consequently
more injurious, than the insertion of
the word resemblance in the exposi-
tions or administrations of the Lord’s
Supper ; and employing it with ma-
nifest ambiguity » ILven in imagina-
tion alone, can any one possibly be-
lieve, that the very same word, in
one and the same place, hath more
than one plain single meaning ?

Considering the time and circum-
stances of the Eucharistic institution,
and its immediate and intimate con-
nexion with the Jewish passover ;—
would it not be far more rational and
correct to ascertain the true intention
and use of the KEucharistic body and
blood (i. e. of the liucharistic bread
and wine) by retrospective, than by
prospective means and principles ?
In other words, may mnot the adop-
tion, the use, and the true meaning
of the KEucharistic bread and wine
be more commodiously and satisfac-
tory illustrated and justified, by sim-
ply deducing them from the ancient
passover, than by any arbitrary or
conjectural applications of them to
the sufferings and death of Jeésus
Christ, which are neither warranted
by the Eucharistic records norby any
other scriptures of the New ‘Testa-
ment. Let this be exemplified only
in one of our Christian symbols: at
the end of the last Jewish passover,
which Jesus ever attended, he trans-
ferred from the remains of that rite
some wine, or a cup of wine, and
called it his blood.

Doth this appear wonderful to us?
Or was there really any thing mys-
terious in the action or expression?
When Christ had appropriated the
wine to the formation of his own
new rite, might he not justly call
it his wine, in opposition to that
which had been previously used in
the paschal rite? And as to the
figurative term blood, which was
given to that wine, may it not be
fairly justified by considering that it
was now substituted, as a commemo-
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rative symbol in the eucharistic in-
stitution, to supply the place of the
paschal svmbol, which was hereby
contrasted, and, indeed, sileutly ex-
ploded and excluded from the pure
and spiritual worship of Almighty
God? At the time and in the cir-
cumstances of setting up the Chris-
tian Kucharist, our . Lord Christ
could not possibly entertain any im-
mediate designs other or less than
(1), the complete and universal sub-
version of superstition, idolatry and
all false worship of Almighty God:
and (2), the universal introduction
and establishment of his mest pure
and spiritual worship: and as a
compendious ritual for the gradual
and effectual accomplishment of these
purposes, the human mind can
scarcely conceive that a more wise
and adequate plan was ever offered to
the Christian world.

The institution of the Lord’s Sup-
per was the institution of the public
and Christian worship of the Deity;
or there is no other to be found:—
and what other institution was there
ever offered to the world which so
commodiously disseminates right sen-
timents concerning the Almighty,
and so effectually inculcates prac-
tical virtue and piety on the human
temper and conduct? Celebrating
the Christian Ilucharist, on the broad
and comprehensive ground on which
our divine Christian Teacher un-
doubtedly intended it to be cele-
brated, perpetually presents to the
minds of sincere Christian worshipers
the whole economy of divine bene-
volence and mercy; that is to say,
a compendious view, in its origin and
process, of the new Christian cove-
nant for the accomplishment of hu-
man salvation. My fellow-Chris-
tians, to the love and labeurs of Je-
sus Christ, our elder brother, our
obligations are unspeakably great,
‘and should pervade our whole tem-
per and conduct; but the eucharistic
law, which he hath enjoined on us,
directly calls upen us to contemplate,
solely or chiefly, the gracious designs
and operations of infinite benevolence
and mercy ; yea, as it presents to our
devout commemorations the new co-
venant of remissions and recompenses,
in the most generous and condes-
cending point of view, it furmsheth
us with themes the most ample, and
subjects the most grand and sublime

Miscellaneous Notes intended to cxplarn the Christian Eucharist.

for exciting our praise and thanks.
giving to Almighty God, and secur-
ing to him our everlasting obedience,
devotion, love and gratitude. Bat
some may say, have we stiil got
these means and motives to tiie obhe.
dience, love and worship of Almigh-
ty God in our view, and still in our
hands > - Blessed be God! we have.
The object to which Jesus invited
our contemplations remains unaltered:
—<¢ Do this in remembrance of me"!
No'proleptic device could ever enter
into his divine precepts. Had such
adevice been adopted, without avow-
ing it to his associated friends, it
would necessarily have stamped the
conversation and conduct of the Son
of God with a brand of base artifice
and disingenuity. The holy and
beloved Jesus, the faithful and true
witness, did not speak one thing and
mean another; and therefore we
may rest assured that his eucharistic
teachings have, at this day, precisely
the same meaning as they had when
they first dropped from his gracious
lips, when he first instituted and ex-
emplified Christian communion for
the religious and soctal worship of
Almighty God.

To the preceding notes it seems
expedient still -to add one more, to
shew that St. Paul in 1 Cor. xi. 26,
probably intended to teach some:
thing quite different from the eucha-
ristic commemoration of Christ’s cru-
cifixion and death. It is generally
allowed, that this noted verse doth
not lie within the letter and limits
of the eucharistic record ; and there-
fore, unless we take the nstitution,
or the main part of it, from the au-
thority of Paul, and not of Jesus, it
cannot be admitted as having any
imperative construction, or any weight
to justify the meaning and use of any
particular clause, which doth not
explicitly occur in Christ’s original
and authentic law.

The sentiment and language of
this ex and post institute remark of
of the apostle most probably arosc
out of the early and peculiar history
and circumstances of St. Paul and his
Corinthian correspondents, who, ncar-
ly home to the time of this corres-
pondence, had been habituated to use
animal sacrifices in the service of that
God whom they worshiped. Of this
mode of worship, both the Jews and
Gentiles seem to have been very
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fond; and they are generally sup-
posed to have laid an inordinate
stress on the meritorious virtue of
their sacrificed animal victims ; think-
ing them to be peculiarly acceptable
to the God whom they worshiped,
and to be sufficiently efficacious to
compensate even for their immoral
as well as for their ceremenial trans-
gressions. Is it then any wmatter of
wonder to find the mixed members
of the infant church in Corinth en-
tertaining some such persuasion ?
And under its influence, with their
having heard that Jesus had sacrificed
himself for the benefit of his follow-
ers, would they not be naturally
aitd strongly induced to consult the
founder of their society to ascertain
whether, in their Christian worship,
they were bound to respect the death
of Christ as having (like their an-
cient sacrifices,) any sacrifical or
federal influence and efficacy for gain-
ing the future and final favour and
acceptance of Almighty God? From
aregard both to his own recent pre-
judices and engagements, and to those
of the Corinthian converts, we should
expect to find the apostle’s reply to
be exactly such as we now find it;
that is to say, peculiarly cautious,
mild and tender;—not enjoining on
his correspondents any precise or
specific duty, but simply informing
them what would and onght to be
the certain effects of their eucharistic
devotions or Christian worship.
Commemorating and shewing the
Lord’s death, are doubtless two dif-
ferent acts or things; for such was
evidently the apostle’s distinction.
The former (which was probably
the notion entertained by the Corin-
thian worshipers,) seems to imply
an estimate and recollection of the
certainty and expiatory virtue, effi-
Cacy and benefits of Christ’s death
during its access, and home to its ac-
tual accomplishment. The latter,
on the other hand, might only de-
note a declaration of the early re-
Sult or issue of that death, together
with its appointed, necessary and
beneficial tendency to (what it ac-
tually and soon attained, namely) a
resurrection from the dead. And
hence St, Paul, without enjoining
the stated commemoration of the
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death of Christ, seems to have been
fully warranted in the implied dis-
tinction he made between ¢ com-
memorating” and ¢ shewing the
Lord’s death ;” and also in the ground
and reason of the instruction, on this
point, which he gave to his Corin-
thian correspondents:—* As oft as ye
eat this bread and drink this cup ye
do shew the Lord's death;” (i e.)
““ your eucharistic and devotional
acts, or your Christian worship,
plainly shew and declare the actual
result and beneficial tendency of your
Lord’s death.” - This, it is presumed,
is the true and accurate meaning of
this apostolic reflection on the eucha-
ristic rite; being fairly justified by
the circumstances in which it was
penned, and also by the true sense of
the original words in which it was
x*
expressed : for Axpis o0 ay eAly,
connected, as it ought to be, with its
subject, ®avalos, and not Kupuos,
should have been rendered into the
following English terms: ¢ The
Lord’s death ye shew” [not ¢ till he
(Jesus Christ) come,” but] ¢ to what
it went or tended.” If the elliptic

phrase, "Axpis av ob, be supplied and -
completed, as Mr. Wakefield did to
the writer of this critique, it would
assume this form, Ay pis Qv mpog o
onome 207, and might then be traus-
lated, in its reference to or connexion

with ‘O Savalos, ¢ to what issue,

‘object or termination ¢t went or did

z0.” For the verb ¢Ady, being the
second Aorist, may be rendered by
the preterimperfect tense as well as
by the future. This 26th verse,
which is subjoined to the apostle
Paul’s eucharistic record, is often
cited to prove the perpetuity; but
relative to the Corinthian Christians,
this application of the words would
have been qnuite irrelevant or incon-
gruous; for the Corinthian wor-
shipers were censured for the intem-
perate and indecent use of our Lord’s
rite, but not for its omission or in-
frequent observance. And the period
prescribed for its duration is expressed
in a term so extremely indefinite and
ambiguous, that the most learned and
pious divines are at a loss to ascer-
tain its true extent and meaning.

P. K.

-
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POETRY.

—*—

SIR, Dec. 3, 1815.

In the following attempt to translate
the Latin verses (p.'716), I have sup-
posed a reference by the learned author,
in the last line of his verses on Mr. Fox,
to the resemblance, personal and mental,
betwean in~s nephew and his illustrious
uncie. ‘2hongh I wished not to weaken
the paregyiic on Dr. Bell, I caunot help
remarking, that his <loims on British
gratitude had been much stronger but
for the principle on which his system has
been applied in our misnamed National
Schools. Did it not occur to M. Marron
that, on such a principle, in France, all
the children of Protestants would be ex-
cluded from a pretended general educa-
tion, unless their parents resigned them
to the religious instruction of the Romish
ritual ? Such parents would, indeed, cease
to be Protestants, and thus escape the
persecution which all but the most incon-
siderate might have expected from the
fall of Napoleon and the return of Louisle

desire. J.T.R.
- TRANSLATIONS
From the Latin of M. Marron.
Fox. |
VOTARIES of freedom! ye, on ev’ry
shore, |
Who hate the tyrant, and the slave de-
plore
Who spurn the servile yoke, that dire
disgrace,

Behold a man, the glory of our race'!
Freedom oan him the choicest gifts be-
stow’d,

His tongue, her voice ; his breast, her lov’d
abode. ‘
"Twas Virtue’s praise arous’d thy gen’rous

strife,
O, Fox! who liv’st in Holland’s honour’d
life.

Holland.
The love of freedom, long to Britons dear,
A patriot’s zeal, from base corruption
clear,
Religious rev’rence, manners frankly kind,
And knowledge, by no scanty bounds
confin’d,
Persuasion eloquent, whose pow’rful sway,
Reason directs, and raptur’d minds obey;
All join a Holland’s well-earn’d] fame to
raise,
Albion! be just,
praise.

and give his merit

Andrew Bell.
Maste ! British youth! with grateful haste
bestow,

A civic wreath, meet garland for hi;
brow. ,

Imperishable seed, with ceaseless toil,

He, lib’ral, casts on childhood's tender

seil ¢ -
Awakes the fear of heav’n, a country’s
IOVG',
And bids rude minds with gentler passions
move.
Bell’s honour’d name through ages shall
be known, | ,,
And Envy’s malice wound herself alone,
J.T.R.
R e
Verses on the drish Melodies.
1814. |

Erin’s wild harp long time had hung
Silent, but te the rising gale,

Laurels around the chords were flung,
Entwin’d with lilies, deadly pale.

And there, sigh’d many a blushing rose
’Midst cypress’ shade, of deepest gloom;
Like Love, too closely link’d to woes,
Or Beauty, bleoming for the tomb.

When Moore each intertwining flower
With magic fingers light enwreath’d ;
The harp confess’d a master’s pow’r,

And to his touch responsive breath’d.

While thus th’ enchanting minstrel swept
The tuneful chords in Erin’s praise,

To native airs that long had slept

He wak’d her pride of former days.

Wak’d, too, the bright indignant glow,
As, with his nation’s pow’rful soul, '
He sang her plaintive tale of woe,
Beneath oppression’s harsh controul.

IGNOTA.

_ e ——
Address ta the Spring of 1814.

Meek ush’rer of a new-born year,
Sweet Spring, thy verdant mantle cast
O’er chilling plains and forests drear,
Just ’scap’d relentless winter’s blast.

Fit emblem thou of happiest youth,
Calm op’ning of tumultuous life,
Ere folly dim the light of truth,
Or love expire mid passion’s strife.

At thy last dawn, a welcome guest,
How many “raptur’d hail’d thy sight,
Whose eyes now clos’d in lasting rest,
Nor heed thy smile, nor mourn thy flight.

IGNOTA.



Poetry.

TO THE EDITOR,
On the completion of his Tenth Volume.

———— incipient magni procedere menses,
ViraGrL,

Ten years, as told by ev'ry classic boy,
Greece mark’d, indignant, the high walls
of Troy ; .
Valour, in vain, and martial pow’r as-
sail’d, ~
Proudly they stood till treach’rous art pre-
vail’d.
Not thus-a ten years’ war thy champions
wage
'Gainst wily error, and polemic rage ;
'Tis theirs the sword of argument to
wield,
Beneath the orb of Truth’s impervious
shield. -
And stiil may learning aid thy just de-
. osign,
And pay due homage at the hallow’d
| shrine,
Science each path explore that sages trod,
Who lock’d through Natureup to Nature's
God,
And classic taste, in polish’d strains, re-
hearse |
Immortal themes that dignify her verse.
Proceed,—through many a lustrum, still
~ be thine T
To prompt the virtuous deed, the hope di-
vine,
Till peace erect an empire, ne’er to end,
And Man describe a brother, and a friend.
Bright scenes I thus anticipate for thee,
Which years, and cares forbid my hope to
see,

J. T. R.

-*-—

To C. S. on his Lines entitled . The
Stornes of Life.” [See p.716.}

Yes, my dear Charles, when gath’ring
storins

Inthe bleak hail-clouds, spread around

The gloomy day, with hollow sound,

When chilling north-winds blow, and

forms
Of Heav’n’s avenging fires, with horror
oleam

In the flashing lightnings beam,
And on a weak and shudd’ring nature
lour,

When persecuting tempests beat,

Upon a head de fenceless, that’s the hour
To try the man, amid the pelting show’r
Stands he where duty bids, erect, serene!
Asif to steer some little bark, mid shoals,

Androcks, and hidden sands, and tempests’
rage,
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The skilful Pilot, all the crew should
greet, -

While his strong hand th’ obedient helm
controuls,

While he rules all, or guides with counsel
sage .

Nor heeds the foaming billows at his feet !

He knows his ground, his compass, and
his chart, |

And eyes the nearing haven, nor of rest

At present dreams, with hope (not fear)

his heart,

Honest and finm, beats high within his
breast,

Mourns not the port he left, with foolish
SOITOW,

He has no time to nourish black despair;

His duty plain before hiin lies, and there

He guides his course, nor thinks about to-
morrow,

Harlow. B. P. S.

D . e
True Pleasure,

From the Masque of Comus, By Dr.
| Daliton. -

(Plupmtre’s Collection of Songs, II. 234.)

Nor on beds of fading flowers,
Shedding soon their gaudy pride,
Nor with swains in rosy bowers,
Will True Pleasure long reside.

On awful Virtue's hill sublime
Euthroned sits th’ immortal Fair;

Who wins her height must patient climb,
The steps are peril, toil and care.

For thus does Providence ordain

Eternal bliss for transient pain. -

— et e

Peace at last, :
( From Heber's Translations of Pindar.)

Our life in peace resign’d
Shall sink like fall of summer eve,
And on the face of darkness leave

A ruddy smile behind.

e e
Epigram,

Ascribed to a Young Gentleman of Ox-
Jord, on Sir Nathaniel Wraxall’s Me-
wmoirs of his Own Times.

(From the Edinburglh Review, Oct. 1815.)

Men, Measures,

Facts all
Misquotingr, Misstating,
Misplacing, Misdating,

Here lies Sir Nathaniel Wraxall !

Seasons, Scenes and

Vor. x

!l
=
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REVIEW.,

¢ Still pleased to praise, yet not afraid to blame.” —Popsx.

ARrT. [.—Nine Sermons, on the Nature

of the Evidence by which the Fact of

our Lord’s Resurrection is establish-
ed; and on various other subjects.
To which is prefixed, a Disserta-
tion on the Prophecies of the Mes-
siah dispersed among the Heathen.
By Samuel Horsley, LLL.D.’F.R.S.
F.A.S. Late Lord Bishop of St.
Asaph. London, 1815. Longman
“and Co. and Rivingtons. 8vo. pp.
3852.
“ N\ /N ORE last words”* of Bishop
_ "Horsley '+ Not any of his
¢ Joose and unconnected sheets,” not
any of his “ scattered and mautilated
Inanuscripts,” seem to be withholden
from the public. < The Dissertation
- which stands first in the following
pages,”’ is ¢ confessedly an incom-
plete work': the manuseript was not
left in that state in which the author,
had he been living, would have pub-
lished ¢t—* indeed a note found in
one of its pages expressly states that
it was his intention to have revised
it.”
in these circumstances, it ought to have
been laid before the world!
- The Advertisement is dated from
Dundee. Of course, we presume that

the Rev. Heneage Horsley is the

editor, and though we are ignorant
of the motives of this gentleman in
thus exposing to the eye of day every
crude, unfinished essay which he
finds in his father’s study, yet we
really think that he would have
shewn greater respect to the memory
of a parent and to the discernment of
‘the age by suffering the Dissertation
and the Nine Sermons to enjoy their
peaceful slumbers. It were inequita-
ble tp represent them as altogether
unworthy. of seeing the licht: we
content ourselves with insisting on
the fact that they were not pyepared
or designed by the writer for publi-
catiop, amd that, according to the
editor's concession, the manuscript,
so far as regards the more important
part of the volumie, “ was not left ip
that state in which Bishop Horsley,

Apip— e

Dut-aut ~ -

% Spectator, No. 445.
+ Mon. Rep. vol. vinr. 332.

Our readers will judge, whether,

had he been living, would have pu.
lished it”! :

Among the theologians of his time,
among the scholars and divines raised
to the episcopal bench during the
present reign, the prelate of whom
we are speaking held a cousiderable
place. Perhaps it is an advantage
flowing from that kind of posthumous
knowledge of him which the Rey,
Heneage Horsley has abundautly

- communicated, that we possess some-

what of a more intimate and familiar

acquaintance with the Bishop than

we could otherwise have formed. At
least, we obtain, in this way, a clearer

view of his literary character, and are |

better able to perceive the cast of
his mind, the direction of his studies,
the extent of his attainments and the
peculiarities of his style. Towards
the conclusion of this article, we

shall endeavour to make an estimate

of his rank as a theological author
and of his merits as a writer. The
duty previously imposed on us, is that
of examining the contents of the pre- |
sent volume.

Of these “ A Dissertation on the
prophecies of the Messiah dispersed
among the Heathen” stands first, in
singularity  as in order. It “ap-
pears by the forin of compellation
to have been originally delivered
from the pulpit.” This is the remark
of the editor, to the justness of which

we feel some, though no -great, dif- |

ficulty in subscribing. A rational
curiosity would have been gratified
could he have informed us to what
audience 8o curious a . production was
addressed. To the wants, the taste
and the qualifications of a parochiil
congregation nothing can be more
unsuitable : and, assuredly, the dis-
sertation is much too ¢ unfinished
to have been hazarded before an aca-
demical or a clerical assembly. .
¢ For the fact that the Gentile
world in the darkest ages was Po&-
sessed of explicit written prophecis
of Christ,” Bishop Horsley relies ol
“ the contents of a very extraordinary
book, which was preserved at Rome
under the name of the oracles of the
Cumsean Sibyl.” Yet he admits
(9) that * ameng heathen writers it

4
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would be in vain to seek for any quo-
tations of particular passages from the
SibyHine oracles.” If therefore no
such guotations can be found among
« heathen writers,” whence, it 1s
natural to ask, were they dervived by
Christian authors? And how can
we be certain that the prophecies
adverted to are explicit, and not vague
and general?

Let us attend to the opinion of a
pniore competent judge. ¢ Fue Si-
BYLLINE ORACLES,” says Jortin,*
« were composed at different times,
by different persons, first by Pagans,
and then perhaps by Jews, and cer-
tainly by Christians, The Sibyl-
line ordclest seem to have been all,
from first to last, and without any
one exceéption, mere impostures. We
have a colection of them in eight
beoks; which- abound with phrases,
words;. facts and: passages taken from
the LXX and the New Testament,
and are a remarkable specimen of
astonishing impudence and miserable
poetry.” -To the same excellent
stholar we dre indebted for a sum-
mary{ of ¢ the judgment which Fa-
bricius, after a'diligent examination,
- formed upon this subject,” and which
fully supports his own. In confirma-
tion of it we could produce numerous
and unexceptionable authorities. But

we imagine that few persons of

thought and learning will now main-
tain that the book of the Cumeun
Sibyl contained ¢ explicit written
prophecies of Christ.” ‘The wretch-
ed effusions which irr an age of pious
frauds were cited as prophecies of
this description, have been weighed
i the balance of criticism, and proved
to be' « light as air.”

“1 see not,” observes Dr. Jortin,
*why we should have a- more fa-
vourable opinion of those” Sibylline
oracles “ which are lost” than of
those which are extant.§ We add
that if, according to Bishop H., auy
of them were collected in different
nations of Asia and in Sicily, we mav
Very reasonably conceive that some
of these compositions would be form-
¢d, in part, from the poetry of the
Jewish- Scriptures already translated
nto Greek ; on which principle we

[ 4 .

* Remarks on Eccles. Hist: vol. i. 283:
+ Ib. 284
¥ Ib. 289—293

1b. 293,
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can easily account for certain images,.
&c. in Virgil's Pollio.

- Thus much for the oracles of the
Cumean Sibyl, in respect of which
the late prelate of St. Asaph’s argu-
ment is nearly as conjectural and
paradoxical as his speculation con-
cerning the existence of a church of
orthodox Jewish Christians at AZlia
after the téime of Adrian! |

Dr. Horsleyv introduces, in the fol-
lowing paragraph (58, 54), a favour-
ite topic:

“ Paganism in its milder form [acknow-
ledging the Supreme -Providence and re-
taining the fear and worship of the true
God, but adding the superstitious worship
of fictitious deities], was rather to be
called a corrupt than a false religion;
Just as at this day the religion of the
Church of Rome is more properly cor-
rupt than false. JItis not a false religion;
for the professors of it receive, with the
fullest submission of the undérstanding to
1ts mysteries, the whole gospel. They fear
God. They trust in Christ as the author
of salvation. They worship the three per-
sons in the unity of the Godhead. The
Roman church therefore hath not re-
nounced the truth, but she hath corrupted
it; and she hath corrupted it in the very
same manner and nearly in the same de-
gree.in which the truth of the patriarchal
religion was corrupted by the first idola-
ters; adding to the fear and worship of
God and his Son the inferior fear and
worship of deceased men, whose spirits
they suppose to be invested with some
delegated authority over Christ’s church
on earth.. Now the corruptions being so
similar in kind and pretty equal in degree,
the idolaters of antiquity and the papists
of modern times seem much upon a foot-
lng..") .

We know not what ¢ the papistg
of medern times” will think of this
reasoning and this parallel. Nor are
we immediately concerned to weigh
the difference between a false and a
corrupt religion; though we cannot
but suppose that a theological sys-~
tem which teaches for divine doce-
trines. the commandments of men,
and which introduces false objects
of worship must necessarily be false,
And Bishop Horsley might have been
asked, < what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols?” Or, in
other words, “ Are mystery, idola-
try and bloodshed characteristics of
the religion of Jesus ?”||

|| Garnham’s Sermon at Trinity College,
Cambridge, (12mo.) p. 18.
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“It is a circumstance,” remarks this
writer, ‘ that deserves particular atten-
tion (70, &c.) that JoB prophesies of
the Redeemer, not without manifest allu-
sicn to the divinity of his nature, and ex-
press mention of the resurrection of the
body as the effect of his redemption.”

- Then follows a criticism on Job
Xix. 25, &c.:

“ I know, saith Job, that my Redeem-
er liveth; 1 know, that he now liveth;
that is, that his nature is to live., He de-
scribes the Redeemer, you see, in language
mwuch allied to that in which Jehovah de-
scribes his own nature in the conference
with Moses at the bush.”

What however is the extent of the
alliance ‘between the language in the
one passage and that in the other?
Is not the verb in the former the
same which the Hebrew writers em-
ploy to denote lzfe in general, and
therefore frequently Auman life? In
2 Sam. xv. 21, {taz is represented
saying to David ¢ as my lord the
king viveru:” it is no other word
in the original as well as in the trans-
lation than what the author of the
"book of Job uses when he makes the
patriarch declare, <“I know that my
Redeemer liveth.” Would Dr. Hors-
ley have deduced from the expression
“the divinity of” David's ¢ nature”?

- Equally curious is the Bishop’s
comment on the clause “in my flesh
shall I see God”:

¢ though the form of this body will have
been long destroyed ; notwithstanding this
ruin of my outward fabric; the immortal
principle within me shall not only survive,
but its decayed mansion will be restored.

It will be re-united to a body, of which

the organs will not only connect 1t with
the external world, but serve to cement
1its union with its Maker. For in my flesh,
with the corporeal eye, with the eye of the
immortal body which I shall then assume,
I'shall see the divine majesty in the person

of the glorified Redeemer.”

- Here, notwithstanding Job himself

affirms “ in my flesh shall I see God,”
the late Bishop of St. Asaph forces
him, as by torture, to assert, ¢ with
the eye of the smmortal body which
I shall then assume 1 shall see,” &c.
But in scriptural phraseology, the
Jlesh is a term appropriated to the mor-
tal body and to present objects. Con-
sequently, the prelate’s criticism is
altogether gratuitous and chimeri-

Review.—Bishop Horsley’s Nine Sermons.

We shall notice one other sentence
in the Dissertation. |

The writer is substantially correct
when he observes (117) that « a
magus 1n the old sense of the worg,
had nothing in common with the
impostors that are now called magi-
ciaus.” However, the term occurs
once in the New Testament, in ap
unfavourable signification, Acts xiii.
6, 8. Nor should it be unnoticed that
the magi, even in the earliest times,
“ applied themselves to the study” of
astrology : whence the transition wag
natural to. those incantations apd
other idolatrous practices the idea of
which 1s commonly and justly asso.
ciated with the word magicians.*

Bishop Horsley’s < four discourses
on the nature of the evidence by
which the fact of our Lord's resur-
rection is established™ are from the
appropriate text in Acts x. 40, 41,
Him God raised wp the third day, and
shewed him openly; mot to all the peo-

ple, but to witnesses chosen before of

God. And they contain some valid
and ingenious. reasoning, the effect
of which, however, would have been
heightened , by  greater compression
and a more careful arrangement.
The preacher vigorously repels the
objection that our Saviour, when he
had risen from the tomb, appeared
only to select witnesses. To one of
his arguments we must, nevertheless,
refuse our assent. Qur author sup-
poses . that the body of Jesus had
now wundergone its change. * The
corruptible (205) had put on incor-
ruption. It was no longer the body
of a man in its mortal state; 1t was
the body of a man raised to life and
immortality, which was now mys-

~

* The view taken by the late Bishop of
St. Asaph of Balaam’s character and pre-
tensions (74-—103.), seems altogether er-
roneous: and we refer our readers 10
Butler’s Sermons at the Rolls, No. vi.
for a correcter statement. On the whole
of Dr. Horsley’s Dissertation, &c. we may
observe that it presents a memorable con-
trast with the truly philosophical spirit
and well-digested though comprehensive
knowledge which characterize Bishop
Law’s Considerations, &c.: an admira-
ble introduetion to the study of W_thh
work, will be found in a sermon of the
Rev. Charles Wellbeloved’s, late}y pub-
lished, and entitled, The religious an
moral improvement of mankind, the con-
stant end of the divine gopernment.
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teriously -united to divinity.”” Again
(209'; “Jesus was no longer in a
state to be naturally visible to any
man. His body was indeed risen,
but it was become that body which
St. Paul describes in <he  fifteenth
chavier of bis first epistle to the Co-
rithians, which, having ue sympa-
ths with the gross bodies of this
earthl. spliere, nor any place among
them wmust be indisceruible to the
human organs, till they shall have
undergone a similar refinement. The
divi.sity united to the blessed Jesus,
produced 10 a short space that change
in him, which, in other men, accord-
ing to the. mysterious physics of St.
Paul, must be the effect of a slower
process. everv appearance of our
Lord to the apostlcs after his resur-
rection, was iu truth an appearance
of the great (zod, the Maker of hea-
ven and earth, to mortal man.” QOnce
more (211); “ \Would you now ask,
why Jesus after his resurrection was
not rendered visible to all the people?
Will vou not rather stand aghast at
the imopiety of the question? Ask,
why God is of purer eyes than to
behold iniquity ? Ask, why he who
conversed with Abraham as a man
talketh with his friend, conversed
not but in judgment with the vile
inhabitants of Sodom?” &c. &ec.

But enough of such quotations. 1In
the case described Bishop Horsley
has thrown the reins on his imagina-
tion : and the sacred writers are pro-
foundly silent concerning these ¢ mys-
terious physics.” We hesitate not to
say that the prelate’s speculation de-
stroys the testimony of the apostles to
“ the fact of our Liord’s resurrection :”
for how could they be proper wit-
nesses of the ¢dentity of his person if
_before that event he had a mortal and
Immediately on its taking place an
tmmortal body ? Plain men will be
satisfied with the declarations of the
Christian scriptures, without addi-
tions and refinements : and it is not
undeserving of our regard, that among
the “ many infallible proofs’’ by which
Jesus ¢ shewed himself alive, after
his passion,” to his chosen associates,
one was ks eating and drinking with
them after he rose from the dead.* In-
deed, they had the authority of near-
Y all their sensest for considering
him not as a phantom, but as a real

o — {

% Actai. 3. x.41. + 1Jobni. 1.
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man. The error of Dr. Horsley re-
sembles ¢¢ the error of the Doceta”

(108).

To justify this fancy of his brain,
he would translate Acts x. 40, as fol-
lows : ¢ Him God raised up the third
day, and gave him to be visible ;" as
though he ¢ was no longer in a state

to be naturally visible.” 'The words,
in the original, are, edwxev avloy gu-
gayy yevecbas, appointed him to be
seen : and he who consults Schleus- -
ner on the word su@ayvys, and the
passages where itis found in the LXX
and in the Greek Testament, will be
sensible that Bishop Horsley's ver-
sion of 1t is not more accurate than
that of KingJames’s translators.

Of the five remaining sermons, the
first is on Ps. xcvii. 7. Worship him
atl ye Gods ; which text the preacher
alleges in proof of our Lord’s divinity.
For this purpose, he appeals to Heb.
1. 6, where these words of the Psalm-
ist are quoted from the Septuagint
translation, and employed in illustra-
ting the dignity of the Messiah’s of-
fice, and mot that of his person and
nature. : |

Granting that this Psalm is ¢ a pro-
phecy of the establishment of Christ’s
kingdom by the preaching of the gos-
pel, and the general conversion of
idolaters to the service of the true
(:od,” still, the Bishop is unfortunate
in the reasoning by which he endea-
vours to sustain the proposition. In
God’s universal kingdom, says he,
‘““a great majority of the ancient
world, the idolaters, were counsidered
not as subjects who might rejoice in
the glory of their monarch, but as re-
bels who had every thing 10 fear from
his just resentment (239).” Rebels
indecd they were: yet they were
comprehended, nevertheless, under
the Divine administration. Further ;
it does not appear that they are ex-
horted to “rejoice in the glory of
their monarch.” The invitation in
the first verse; is addressed to inani-
mate nature : that in the twelfth, to
the Jews, the worshipers of Jehovah.
Mudgel with reason considers the
Psalm as ¢ occasioned by some vic-
tory, in which God had declared his
award trom heaven in favour of his.
people, by some extraordinary manifes-
tation of his glory in storms of thun-

3 On the Psalms (in loe.).
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der and lightning.” The clause “ wor-
ship him, all ye Gods,” i. e. all ye
idol-deities,* is introduced with sin-
gular beauty and force by the denun-
ciation, ¢ Confounded be all they
that serve graven tmauges, that boast
themselves of idols I By the righ-
teous, or the just one, in ver. 11, Bish-
op H. understands Christ in his hu-
snan character ; than which a more
gratuitous and chimerical notion was
never coneeived by the wildest theo-
logian. The righteousis the righteous
nation, in opposition to the wicked
mentioned in the preceding verse,t

In the next discourse [Rom. iv. 25,
Who wus delivered for our offences,
&c.] the prelate labours to shew that
Christ’s death was ‘¢ an expiatory sa-
crifice in the most literal meaning of
which the words are capable.” His
reasoning. has ne originality. Some
pertinent . and sensible reflections,
however, are . imtermixed with the
doctrinal part of this sermon : and to-
wards the conclusion we meet with
a passage of considerable energy and
eloquence. 'This we shall transcribe,
after we have laid before our readers:
Dr. Horsley’sideas on juséification. 265.

¢ Our justification is quite a distinet
thing from the final absolution of goed
men in the general judgment. Every
man’s final doom will depend upon the
diligence which he uses in the present lhife
to improve under the means and motives
for improvement which the gospel fur-
nishes. Our justification is the grace ¢“in
which we now stand.”” - It is that general
act of mercy which was previously neces-
sary on the part of God, to rénder the at-

taitnment of salvation possible to those

who who had once been wilfully rebel-
lousy”’ &e, '

¢ Whoever thinks without just indigna-

tion' and abhorrence of [on] the Jewish
rulerd, who in- the phrenzy of envy and

resentinent—eavy. of our Lord’s credit with:

the people, and resentment of his just and:
affectionate rebukes,—spilt his. righteous

blood ?

our resentment against those

Let us rather turn the edge of
enemies.

which, while they are harboured in ourx

own bosoins, ¢ war against our souls,” and
were, more truly than the Jews, the mur-

derers of our Lord. SHall' the Christian

be enamoured of the pomp and glory of
the world when he considérs that for the

crimes of man’s awtbition the Son of God:

"
[ ‘*“._*'Z—

“* Tou'sv les Dieux des nations. Genev.
Vers. (1805.)
' ] Mndige, Ps. xevii. 13,
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was humbled ? Shall he give himself up
to those covetous desires of the worlg
which were the occasion that his Lorq
lived an outcast from its comforts ?. Wi}y
the disciples of the holy Jesus submit ¢
be the slaves of those base appetites of the
flesh which were indeed the nails whick
pierced his Master’s hands and feet? Wi}
he in any situation be intimidated by the
enmity of the world,  or ahashed by its
censures, when he reflects how his Loyd
endured the cross and despised the shame ?
Hard, no doubt, is the conflict which the
Christian must sustain with the power of
the enemy, and with his own passions.
Hard to flesh and blood is the conflict ;

. but powerful is the succour given, and

high is the reward proposed. For thus
saith the true and faithful witness, the
original [beginning] of the creation of
God, ¢Te him that evercometh will I
grant to sit down with me in my throne,’ »
&e.

This style of address is simple and
manly; and far unlike what passes for
eloquence with the bulk of auditors
and readers.

The third of these nine discourses
is, on Matt. xx. 23, “ To sit on my
right hand and my left, is not mine
to give,” &c. Here the preacher en-
deavours to evince that eur L.ord does
not ¢ disclaim all property in the re-
wards and honours of the future life
and all discretionary power in the dis-
tribution of them.” And he further
reasons against the doctrine of uncon-
ditional predestination.

Towards the conclusion, he re-
marks, - |

¢¢ Confirmed habits of sin heighten the
difficulty of repentance, but such are the
riches of God’s mercy that they exclude
not from the benefits of it. This- our Lord
was pleased to testify in the choice that
he made of his first associates, who, with
the exception perhaps of two or three who
had - been previously tutored [énstructed)
irr the' Baptist’s School, had been persons
of irregular, irreligious lives; and yet
these we know are they who hereafter
shall be seated on twelve throumes, judg-
ing the twelve tribes of Israel.”

Ilet our readers cast their eyes over
the catalogure of the apostles of Christ,
and say whether this representation
of tlrem be agreeable to truth?

The twvo' remaining sermons have
for their text, Ephes. iv. 30, ¢ And
grieve not the holy spirit of Gods
whereby ye are sealed unto the day
of redemption.” In these the Bishop
treats first of the visible gifts of the
Spirit’ that were communieated to the
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Christians of the earliest age, and next
of its ordinary moral influences.
When he affirms that the latter, ¢ by
which every believer must be regene-
rated in order to his being saved, are
conferred in baptism,” we require evi-
dence of the declaration. In another
passage he says, “ we neither abolish
nor weaken the testimony of the Spi-
rit by bringing it to rest upon the
testimony of conscience :”’ and, allow-
ing him to be correct in the principle
of his argument, many of his obser-
~vations areforcibly conceived and per-
spicuously expressed. |

- No inconsiderable portion of the
time and thoughts of Bishop Horsley
appears to have been bestowed on
the study of the scriptures. -His learn-
ing was extensive : but he possessed
not the sound, discriminating judg-
ment which is necessary to form- an
accomplished theologian. Hence there
18 a2 great inequality in his sermons;
and the ‘reader’s admiration vyields
quickly to weariness and disgust.
Some critics* have lamented that this
author did not animadvert on the fa-
mous fifteenth and sixteenth chapters
in Gibbon's History of the Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire. The
truth is, the late Prelate of St. Asaph
was much better prepared, and per-
haps more inclined to be the cham-
pion of an established creed than the
advocate of our common Christianity.
For another Bishop, of very differ-
ent and superior endowments, the
honour was reserved of successfully
resisting one of the most formidable
attacks on the religion of Jesus. Yet
strange to say, these same criticshave
overlooked the labours and the merits
of the venerable Dr. Watson !

‘We cannot dismiss the volume be-
fore us without adding a few words
on the style of Bishop Horsley. In
these pages itis usually strong, though
often coarse and careless. Butin his
more finished compositions, and above
all in his controversial tracts, its ex-
cellence stands confessed. There are
passages in his archidiaconal charge
and in his Letters to Dr. Priestley,
which we first read, thirty years since,
with exquisite delight: and hately we
have again perused them with almost
Unabated pleasure. Of course, we
*peak chiefly of the language, and not,

% Quarterly Review. Article, Gibhor’s
‘3‘.'. erk“ \

without numerous exceptions, of the
temper and the sentiment. It is re-
markable, that whenever his positions
are most wuntenable, his reasoning
weakest and his insolence greatest,
he is especially studious to select his
words and to arrange his periods.
There are workmen who conceal, or
attempt to conceal, defectsin a fabric
by covering the flaws with much ex-
ternal ornament : and experience has
taught us to suspect the soundness
of those parts of Dr. Horsley’s pole-
mical labours in which he is exhibit-
ed with most advantage merely as a
wriler. _
e »
Art. Il.—Letters addressed to the
Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of
London, tn Vindication of the Una-
tarians. By Thomas Belsham, Mi-
nister of the Chapel in Essex Street.
8vo. pp. 92. Hunter. 1815,
E have already reviewed the
Bishop of Landon’s Charge,
(p. 576, &c.) and in pp. 305—308
we extracted the whole passage which
relates to Unitarians. This deno-
mination of Christians may justly
complain of his lordship’s language,
but they may well rejoice that from

‘the episcopal chair attention has been

called to their doctrines : these  Let-
ters” shew that they welcome every
opportunity of making their faith pub-
Iic. ”

The Letters are Five in number.

Letter 1. is introductory, and con-
tains a statement of the religious opin-
ions of the Unitarians.. The state-
ment is remarkably clear, and we
think perfectly correct. Every Uni-
tarian does not believe all the articles
here confessed, or disbelieve all the
articles here renounceid, bat they cer-
tainly describe both the belief and the
disbelief of the majority, from whom
alone the faith of a community is to
be determined. We make no excep-
tion to Mr. Belsham’s correctness on
account of his excluding Arians from
the Uunitarian name, whatever be our
own conviction, because this is mat-
ter of opinion and not of fuith.

In Letter 11. Mr. Belsham refutes
the allegation of the Bishop that the
Unitarians are in alliance with other
sects to overturn the Estabhlished
Church. He maintains that the Es-
tablishment is perfectly secure, resting

‘upon the law of the land; that the

Digsenters 1n general hold the maxim
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that it 1s absolutely unlawfal upon
any occasion whatever to propagate
religion by force ; and that the Uni-
tarians have no peculiar motive for
desiring the downfal of the Church
as by law established. We perfectly
agree with Mr. Belsham, and are per-
suaded that any alteration in the Es-
tablishment which should be made
by any of the powerful religious par-
ties now in being would be at once
and decidedly unfavouratle to the
Uunitarians. But Myr. Belsham goes
further, and states that one half at
least of the Unitarians ¢ approve of
a civil establishment in religion, are
attached to the bhierarchy of the
Church of England, greatly prefer
the established liturgy to any' other
form of worship, and reluctantly with-
draw,if indeed they do withdraw, from
the communion of the Church solely
upon thestrong ground of dissent con-
cerning theobject of worship.” Does
our author mean only that the number
of Unitarians in the Church of England
1s equal to the number out of it?
'The last clause of the sentence just
quoted suggests this question. If this
be meant, no one can contradict the
assertion, for it is impossible to cal-
culate how many remain in a com-
munion with dissatisfied consciences.
Buat if, as the general argument of
the letter implies, it be intended that
a moiety of the known Unitarians,
declared such by their habit of wor-
ship, arc advocates for a national re-
ligious estabhishment and friends of
the English hierarchy, we beg leave
respectfully to aver our decided con-
viction of the extreme incorrectness
of the statement. ‘T'here is unques-
tionably a difference of opinion a-
mongst Unitarians on the expediency
of hturgic forms, though as far as
our knowledge of the denomination
extends we should not hesitate to
say that three-fourths of them are ad-
verse to printed forms of prayer, with
responses. ‘Their practice, indeed,
determines their opinion. With no
hindrances to any improvement in
their worship, and with a general
marked and cager desire to conciliate
their neighbours of the Church of
kKngland, who can scarcely conceive
of prayer without a Prayer-bocok,
there are not we helieve half a dozen
of their comngregations in England
which make use of a liturgy. This
practice, however, would not, if it

Review.—Belsham's Letters to the Bishop of London.

were general, infer the principle of
a national church. It is not the ma.
gistrate's imposing a liturgy to which
enlightened Dissenters object, but hig
imposition of any thing in religion,
‘That the Unitarians agree with othep
Dissenters in this principle is, we
think, evident from tleir writings .
we scarcely know another Unitariap
writer besides Mr. Belsham who
pleads for a civil establishment of
Christanity ; or rather, we scarcely
know, with this exception, an Uni-
tarian writer who has not, in one
form or other, protested agaiust the
principle of the interference of the
secular power in spiritual concerns.

Mr. Belsham thinks, that ¢ if the
scriptures were substituted for the
Thirty-nine Articles and the Liturgy
were reformed upon-the principles of
Dr. Clarke, the benches of our cha-
pels would be greatly thinned, and
a very cousiderable majority of the
Unitarians, at least in the upper and
more cultivated classes of society,
would become members of the Es-
tablishment.” With regard to these
¢“ classes,” who have never been ge-
nerally the most laborious inquirers
or the most persevering reformers, it
might be so; this is a mere specula-
tion ; but ought it to beso? What
¢¢ cultivated” mind could safely de-
clare unfeigned assent and consent to
any one translation of the scriptures,
or even to any one copy of the scrip-
tures in the original languages? Who
that has just motions of religious h-
berty would be content with a Li-
turgy, however ¢ reformed,” which
would be unalterable, except at the
will of the magistrate ?

With a frankness, which even op-
ponents must admire, Mr. Belsham
states ‘““the grand principle of dis-
sent,” as laid down by Dr. Kippis,
and declares his disapprobation of 1f,
viz. ¢ that religion, like philosophy
and medicine should be left to itself,
to make its way by its own intrinsic
worth and native energy.” It was
not within the plan of the Letters to
give the reasons for rejecting this fa-
vourite principle of the modern Non-
corformists, and, as we believe, of the
Unitarians in particular ; but weé
should rejoice if Mr. Belsham would
lay them before the public in some
otlier form. We are open to convic-
tion, but we are at a loss to conceive
what arguments can be adduced 19
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prove the insufficiency of the Chris-
tirn religion to preserve and perpetu-
ate itself without the fostering care
of the civil power; especcially since
for three hundred vears it had to
struggle against the state, and was
always successful. Even churchmen
have acknowledged that the preser-
vation of the spirit of piety in Eng-
jand has been owing more to the
Nonconformists than to the Lstablish-
ed Church.

There appear to us to be certain
great evils mherent in a national re-
ligious establishment ; such as politi-
¢al patronage in the church and the
consequent nullity of the suffrages of
the people, the imposition of ¢reeds
and tests, the impossibility of refor-
mation or at least of reformation with-
out convulsion, and the persecution
of the minority. 'The magistrate may
exercise only what is called a public
leading in religion, but this patron-
age amounts to nothing if he do not
apply some portion of the revenue of
the state to the support of certain
external offices: now these very offi-
ces may be objectionable and offen-
sive on the ground of conscience to
a part of the community. They may
withdraw themselves inio separate
congregations, and will be tolerated
in their secession ! This is so far
well; in the mean time, however,
their property or labour is taxed for
the promotion of what they hold to
be error and are compelled to pro-
test against. Is this equitable in a
Christian view >

. That the will of the majority should
bind the minority is a necessary evil;
but it is an evil; and the object of
all good government is to limit and
soften the cases in which the princi-
ple is brought into action. . Religion
suot, we think, one of the cases
which calls for its exercisc. Man is
naturally prone to religion, and all
that is worthy of the name indivi-
duals will take care of for themselves,
whether with or against the mind of
the magistrate. The province of the
cvil ruler is the public morality of a
Community : he cannot enter nto
the private opinions or the religious
forms which help or hinder good mo-
rals: as far as he restrains or punish-
€3 overt evil actions he is a common
benefactor; this is done cvery day
Without regard to religion : but if he
dep beyond this line and establisb

YOL, X. Sw

religiouns forms with a view to their
probable secret moral influence, he
may do no real service to any man
but must certainly do injury to some
men. )

For these and other recasons, weare
not of the number of those who
would, as Mr. Belsham predicts, re-
joice in seeing “‘ not only liberty, bus
protection and support™ granted to
the Roman Catholic system of faith
and discipline in Ireland. A state-
religion is likely to last as long as
the state itsel:, but, with every good
wish to Roman Catholics, we ardent-
ly desire the downfal of their system
and deprecate its being so morticed
into the government of the country
that the one must sink with the
other. |

Letter 11I1. is designed to vindicate
Unitarians from the preposterous
charge of unbelief. < He,” says Mr.
Belsham, ¢ who receives Jesus Christ
as a teacher sent from God is a be-
liever: he who dees not allow the
divine mission of Christ is am un-
believer. What room is left for de-
grees of infidelity?” In reply to the -

1mputation, which is not confined to

the Bishop of London, of straining
the scriptures, Mr. Belsham very
happily replies for the Unitarians,—

¢ If indeed our adversaries could allege
that, when our Lord -expressly and so-
lemnly asserts, ¢ that he knew not the
day nor the hour when he should come to
judgment,” the Upitarians explained the
text by imputing to the Saviour of the
world the mean equivocation, that he was
ignorant of it in his human nature, though
he knew 1t in his divine :—if it could be
shown that when cur Lord says, ¢ My
Father i1s greater than I,” the Unitarians
understood by it that he was in all re-
spects equal to the Father, and neither
greater nor less;=and if when St. Paul
says, ¢ by man came death, by man came -
also the resurrection of the dead,” the
Unitarian expositors, misled by an at-
tachment to system, 1insisted that the
apostle’s meaning mustbe, that though by
man came death, it was not by a man, but
by a superior being, a Gop-MAN, came
also the resurrcction of the dead :—if such
interpretations as these could be fixed
upon the Unitarians, your Lordship might
reasonably express your astonishment”——,

Mr. Belsham proceeds, in Letter
IV., to consider the curious fact so
confidently asserted by the Bishop,
that unbelievers have embodied them-
selves in one faction with Unitarians.



He pleads total ignorance of it, and
assures the Prelate that he is mis-
informed. What advantage, he asks,
could unbelievers find in an Ubita-
tarian profession? We have no civil
dignities, we have no ecclesiastical
preferments to bestow. The world
28 not with wus, nor the worid’s law,
—His Lordship is reminded, that
by looking nearer at home, he would
stand a better chiance of finding the
remains of the infidel corps. 'The
deserter of religion commonly finds
it convenient to call himself a mem-
ber of the IEstablished Church. Bo-
lingbroke was a high Churchman, and
_a persecutor of the Nonconformists.
“““Gibbon was a placeman and profess-
ed great zeal for orthodoxy of faith.
And, it may be added, that Mr. Cob-
bett,  who omits no opportunity of
jesting on revealed religion, protested
against the bill for the relief of Uni-
tarians, on the ground that bhe and
other good Churchimen were obliged
to believe all the Prayer Book, and:
he saw no reason why the Unitarians
should have  their consciences less
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taxed than their neighbours.—In the
conclusion of the Letter, Mr. Bel.
sham traces, with an able pen, the
progress of an enlightened, ingenuoyg
mind from reputed orthodoxy to Unij.
tarianism, and sets in striking con-
trast the creeds of the Unitarian ang
the unbeliever.

The Vth and last Letter is miscel.
laneous. The remarks on the < pros-
tration of the understanding,” re.
commended by the Bishop as a token
of Christian docility, and on his use
of the term “ enemy” in relation to
Unitarians, are particularly pointed
and excellent,

All the Letters are distinguished
by courtesy of manner. The reason-
ings are forcible, the avowals bold
and the statements perspicuous. The
publication is peculiarly suited to
Churchmen in the higher walks of
life, and will perhaps be-more accep-
table and effectual with them, on ac-
count of that part of the second Let-
ter, on which we have made some
free, but we trust respectful and can-

did, animadversions.

== =

- OBITUARY.

Died, at Portsmouth, 5th October,
Mrs. Evizaners Price, aged 54,
wife of Mr. Samuel Price. Her re-
mains were interred in the General
Baptist Chapel, of which she had
been a useful member from an early
period of life.

i ——

Nav. 11, aged 70, Mr. Maurice
MarGcARrRoT, wWho was more than
twenty years ago Chairman of the
London Corresponding Society uni-
ted for a Reform in Parliament. He
was sent as a delegate from that So-
ciety to the British- Convention, which
met at Edinburgh, for the same ob-
ject, in the year 17938, where he was
accused of sedition, with the whole
of the Convention. He was tried be-
fore the Court of Justiciary, and.sen-
tenced to fourteen years’ transporta-
tion to Botany Bay, with Gerrald,
Muir, Skirving and Palmer. He was
the only ome of the four, who sur-
vived the term of his banishment and
returned home.

Nov. 11, died, at his house, in Chi-

chester, in the 81st year of his age,
Joun BavrLy, M. D. |

His father, Dr. George Bayly, had,
during the long period of almost half
a century, practiced physic in that
city with distinguished - reputation
and success, and left behind him a
name dear to his friends, to the nu-
merous-ohjects of his skill and bounty,
and to all who knew him, and whe,
at the same timé, possessed a propet
sense of the value of great learning,
fervent and unaffected piety, inflexi-
ble integrity, and diffusive benevo-
lence.

His mother was the daughter of —
Carter, Iisq. of Portsmouth, whose
political and religious principles maz-
oe inferred from an anecdote whic
his descendants have been well pleas-
ed to relate. He had the honour of
being imprisoned by Gibson, the ja-
cobite commander of the garrison, for
the heinous offence of bringing thi-
ther the first intelligence of the de-
cease of'Queen Anne, and of the ac-
cession of George I. to the throneof
these realms: nor was' he real
till the. news- was confirmed by the
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official account. The late Sir John
Carter, of Portsmouth, whose useful
life and distinguished character are
recorded in the 3rd volume of the
Monthly Repository, was first con-
sin to the sunbject of this article.

Dr. John Bayly was born on the
17th of February, 1735. Although,
as a child, his constitution was feeble
and valetudinary, he was, at a very
early age, sent to a grammar schocl
at Lymington, then taught by the
Rev. Mr. Pearson. Before he had at-

tained his twelfth year he was trans-

ferred to the more efficient instruc-
tion of Mr. Wood, of St. Albans, a
gentleman who at that time enjoyed
a very high and deserved reputation
as a schoolmaster, and who had had
the henour of educating Mr. Hollis,
Dr. Doddridge, and other emineut
persons among the Dissenters. At
this school Dr. B. laid the solid foun-
dation of those classical attainments,
which, to the latest year of his life,
opened to him sources of pure and
elegant gratification. The death of
his valuable and respected preceptor
occasioned his removal from St. Al-
bans at an earlier age than his friends
or he himself wished. After a short
interval passed under the tuition of
his father, who, though excellently
well qualified for the business of in-
struction, had too much business of
another kind to attend to it, he was
sent' to the academy at Taunton, at
that time under the superintendance
of the learned and worthy Dr. Amory,
than whom mo man was more fitted
by his example to infuse into his pu-
pils a fervent and rational piety, and
the Jove of every thing excellent. In
the year 1754, having completed his
third year at the academy, Dr. B. re-
paired to Edinburgh and eutered on
the studics preparatory to his future
profession. ﬁter attending with great
diligence the public and private lec-
tures delivered at that celebrated uni-
versity, being received as a member
by several of the more reputable so-
cieties there, and having passed with
great credit through the usual exa-
minations, he took his degree of Doc-
tor of Physic. On this occasion he
published and defended a thesis de
F*igore quatenus morborum Cuausa,
A performance in which excellence of
Matter, skill in arrangement, and a
Pure: and flowing latinity are alike
tonspicuons. Having passed one win-

there are few examples.
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ter in attending on the medical prac"
tice of the largest hospital in the me-
tropolis, he returned to his native city
m the spring of the year 1759, and
Immediately took a part in the pro-
fessional labours of his father. This
connexion, so useful to tlie young
physician, and so agreeable to both, "
was, in the month of December, 1771,
dissolved by the lamented death of
Dr. George Bayly.

From his earliest youth Dr. B. was
liable to frequent attacks of severe
head-ache, and to catarrhous and fe-
brile complaints. Notwithstanding
many painful interruptions from these
causes he continued, during more than
twenty years, to exert himself in his
profession with unremitted diligence,
with signal success, and with a libe-
rality and disinterestedness of which
Increasing
ill health rather than advancing years
induced him gradually to withdraw
from the constantly recurring causes
of great bodily and mental fatigue,
and to enjoy in retirement and in the
society of a very few select friends the
fruits of early study, and the retro-
spect of maturer years devoted ‘to ac-
tive and benevolent exertion. 'The
comfort of his declining life was much
lessened by occasional attacks of sick-
ness, and by the almost constant
pressure of slighter indisposition, and
his last illness, though short, was ac-
companied by so much pain as to un-
fit him for attending to any thing but
his bodily sufferings.

e nceded no death-bed prepara-
tion for the change that awaited him.
Eiis whole life was a preparation for
eternity. _If moral conduct the most
pure and correct, integrity the most
perfect, benevolence the most diffu-
sive, and’ picty not less fervent than
rational—if these qualities united form
an example to be imitated by con-
temporaries and successors,suchanex-
ample was furmished by our lamented
friend.

His ‘opinions and principles on po-
litical and religions subjects weve
such as might be expected from a
mind endowe:l and cultivated as his
was. No man could be more devoted
to the cause of civil and religious li-
berty. This attachment descended
to him through successive ancestors
on both sides of his house, and he
regarded it as by no means the least
valuable part of his inheritance. 1t is
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probable that, in the course of his
theological studies and inquiries, of
which he was very fond, his senti-
-ments underwent some change ; but
it i1s certain that, during the last twen-
ty-five years of his life, he was a firm
and wzealous Unitarian. He was one
of the earliest members of the Iissex
Street Society: yet he laid no undue
stress on speculative opinions of any
kind, nor did he imagine that any
theory of religion was exclusively con-
nected with devotioral and moral ha-
bits. On his intimate and critical ac-
quaintance with the scriptures, on
the soundness of his understanding,
and the liberality of his disposition,
were founded his objections to any
thing approaching to Calvinism, as
well as his no less decided opinions
respecting the character and value of
hierarchical pretensions. '

\
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The support, which during life he
afforded to the society of Unitariap
Dissenters in this city, he has perpe-
tuated by a legacy, and the same
scrupulous regard to justice, the same
impartial benevolence, which guided
and animated all his exertions, were
manifested in the testamentary distri-
bution of his property among his nu-
merous relatives. |

To him who has thus attempted to
{:ay a slight tribute to his memory,

e was a most generous and constant
friend. His kindnesses were unre-
mitted, and of the most valuable de-
scription. :

Qs 7 walrp w mwaudi, nau swore
ATjT O auTwy.

. * ¥ ¥

Chichestery Nov. 27, 1815.

p._omeon

g

FOREIGN.
Unitartans in America.

Under this head we gave extracts
from the letters of a Philadelphia cor-
respondent in our number for October,
pp.657—659. We have lately received
another letter, of which we shall pro-
ceed to make use. Qur communica-
tions from Amcrica will, we trust,
be frequent, and they promise to be
exceedingly interesting, on account
of the attention which, it will be seen,
the Unitarian controversy is begin-
ning to excife in the United States.

« Pliladelphia, Sepé¢. 13, 1815.

“1 supposc you have heard
every thing relative to our new
c¢hurch. We go on very comfortably,
though I cannot say that during the
last year we have had any accessions.
It is possible that the clamour, the
misrepresentations, and the calumnies
of the orthodox may have frightened
some timid people ; several churches
have been erected since our church
was opened ; and during the conclu-
sion of the war several families re-
moved from the city. It is so far
pleasant that no instance of desertion
to any other church has occurred,
and so far as 1 can judge our people
seem strongly attached to our wor-
ship ; 1 only wish they would shew
this twice a day.on Sundays.”

INTELLIGENCE.

-—wh»—

“ Mr. Cary, of Doston, sailed for
Liverpool with Mrs. Cary on 2nd
September. It grieves me much that
he is far gone in a consumption. He
was here in June for two or three
days, but much out of health and is
lately much worse. I sent him let-
ters to but fear he will not
long survive his voyage—he is a most
excellent man.”

‘ In the Monthly Repository there
is & mistake as to the expected cost
of our church ; it is there stated at
5,000 dollars, whereas it cught to
have been 5,000/. sterling—the ac-
tual cost was about 5,500/., inciuding
the ground, a sum which may appear
extravagant in Iingland, though not
so here, where land is so high, as
well as the materials for building. Our
debt is hcavy, say 14,600 dollars.
We had koped that in Enyland there
were some zealous and wealthy Unite-
rians, who would lkave patronized us
as ours wa$ the first attempt to erect
a Unitarian Church in the United
States. So long as Mr. [iddowes
and | are able to go on, we may do
well enough as to paying interest and
current expences; but when it 1s ne-
cessary to have a fixed minister, 1 do
not see how he can get a decent sa-
lary, unless something is previously
done to diminish and pay off the debt.
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As we are a mere handful, our efforts
have been considerable.—Whether—
—-—has represented these facts to the
ublic through the medium of the
Eepository, as I suggested four years
ago, I cannot undertake to say—se-
veral Nos. of the Repository having
been lost during the war and not yet
replaced. 1 confess I did calculate
on his zeal in sthwnulating those who
were able to render essential aid,
though I am necessarily ignorant as
to the probability of success. Per.
kaps, as we are now political friends,
this mey be a better time to represent
our case than when I first wrote.”

«“A Dr. Morse in the vicinity cf
Boston, and a Calvinistic minister,
Iately published a piece, entitled,
¢ American Unitarianism,’ extracted
from Mr. Belsham’s Life of Mr. Lind-
sey. The same person as editor of a pe-
riodical publication entitled ¢ The
Panopist,” published therein an arti-
cle called ¢ Review of American Uni-
tarianism,’ containing not only mis-
representations of facts, but various
calumnies against the Boston minis-
ters and others of liberal sentiments.
This brought out Mr. Channing, who
declares himself an Unitarian, speaks
of those with whom he is most inti-
- maiely connected as holding similar
opinions, denies the charges of con-
cealment, duplicity, &c. A Dr. Wor-
cester has rejoined in a very
article, to which Mr. C. has well re-
plied. Lastly, as Harvard College
had been attacked, John Lowell,
Esq. one of the most active of its
trustees, has written ably on its be-
half. 1 shall send some of these
pamphlets for your perusal. 'They
will serve to shew the temper of the
orthedox. - Mr. Channing is correct
In stating that the generality of his
brethren believe in the pre-existence
of Christ ; but he appropriates the
term Unitarian to all the worshipers
of the Father. As our church was
Implicated in one paragraph, where
Dr. Kirkland also was implicated, I
have enabled Mr. Lowell to disprove
the fact and have thereby fastened on
~ a notorious falsehood.”

So far our correspondent.
of the pamphlets which he meutions
are received ; some use may be here-
after made of them. We heartily
Wish that we could render assistance
o our Transatlantic Unitarian bre-

Several
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thren. The case of the Philadelphian
church is fully entitled to counsidera-
tion and deserving of British liberali-
ty. We are aware of the happily
repeated calls upon the charity and
zeal of Unitarians, and therefore we
cannot urge any one particular case
upon their notice: but we feel it to
be a duty to say, that we shall ex-
perience great pleasure in receiving
and trapsmitting the contributions of
any who may be disposed to -testify
their Christian affection towards the
infant church of Philadelphia.
, . o

Blasphemy Laws in America.—An
American paper states, that in Octo-
ber last & man of the name of Ruggles,
was tried at New York and found
guilty of blasphemy, in uttering cer-
tain expressions of and concerning
Jesus Christ, in contempt of the
Christian religion and of the laws of
New York. He was sentenced to
pay a fine of 500 dollars.— Examiner.

et .

Persecution of the Protestants in

France.

ORDONNANCE OF THE KING.
Louis, by the Grace of God, &ec.
An atrocious crime has sullied our

city of Nismes. In defiance of the
Constitutional Charter, which recog-
nizes the Catholic religion as the re-
ligion of the State, but which guaran-
tees to other worships protection and
liberty, a seditious mob has dared to
oppose the opening of the Protestant:
temple. Our military commandant
in endeavouring to disperse them by
persuasion before resorting to force,
has been assassinated, and his assassin
has sought an asylum against the pur-
suit of justice., If such an offence
sheuld remain  unpunished, there
would be no longer either public or-
der or government, and our ministers
would be guilty of a non-cxecution
of the laws.

For these causes we have ordered
and do oxder asfollows :—

Art. 1. Our Procureur General and
our Procureur Ordinaire shall pro-
ceed without delay against the assas-
sin of General Lagarde,fand against
the persons concerned in the riot
which took place at Nismes on the
12th 1nstant. .

2. A sufficient number of troops
shall be sent to Nismes to remain
there at the expence of the inhabi-
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tants, unftil the assassin and his ac-
complices have been brought bcfore
the tribunals.

Such of the inhabhitants as arec not
entitied to form part of the National
Guard shall be disarmed.

‘ (Signed) L.OUIS.

Dated Nov. 21.

The atrocious assassination of Ge-
neral Lagarde at Nismes, it was of
course impossible to pass over, and
we find in the Gazette Officielle an
erdonnance of the king, directing a
prosecution to be commericed against
the assassins, and against the indi-
viduals concerned in the riot at
Nismes, aimed against the re-opening
of the Protestant Churches. Troops
are ordered to be quartered on the in-

habitants till the assassins are brought

before the tribunals; and these of the
inhabitants who are not entitled to
form part of the national guard, are
ordered to be disarmed. It cannot,
however, escape notice, that the bur-
den of supporting troops, and the dis-
arming, are applied to the inhabitants
generally, and must, therefore, from
a variety of circumstances, affect more
particularly the Protestants. The
preamble of the ordonnance is an ac-
knowledgment of the persecuting spi-
rit against that body of men which
prevails at Nismes ; and we trust that
far different measures than the pre-
sent will be without delay adopted,
to put a stop to those scenes of bar-
barity and outrage which have dis-
graced the agewelive in. The Duke
d’Angouleme, it seems, in conse-
quence of this event, suddenly Ileft
Toulouse for the purpose of returning
to Nismes. We hopg he will apply
himself actively to the real causes of
the outrages, and not be content with
making formal speeches, meaning no-
thing, and leaving a bigoted mob to
infer that they may commit murders
with impunity.—Morn. Chron. Nov.
27.

The Rhenish Mercury says, * The
insurrection, ‘u the South, excited with
the one hang, repressed with the other,
has been audther of those weak mis-
deeds of the present times ; the blind
rage of the people has been roused,
and disowned ; the effects have been
nothing but the muarder, robbery, and
assassination of private individuals,
without aim or object, to the horror

Intelligence.~—Persecution of the Protestants in France.

of the whole world, and to the djs.
grace of those who let loose the pro-
fligate.” | - |

Our letters from Paris vesterday
contain anthentic particulars of thé
Jate horror at Nismes. The following
1s the extract of one of our letters:—.

‘¢ The Duc d’Angouleme on his ar.
rival at Nismes, had the indiscretion,
to-say no worse of it, to walk bare-
headed and bare-footed in a procession
of Monks with images, relics, and
other symbols of superstition, through
the streets, and by this solemn de-
monstration of hisreligious principles,
after all the horrors that had been
committed by the zealots, to whom
his own cockade had been previously
given in contradiction of the orders of
his sovereign, animated and inflamed
the rabble anew. He did this at the
very time when he told the Consisto-
ry of Protestant Ministers, thai he
should not oppose any obstacle to the
free exercise of their religion—for such
were the terms of his answer. Suffi-
ciently cold and unsatisfactory as it
was, some few of the Protestants as-
sembled in their principal church to
hear divine service, on the day after
this public exhibition of his sanctity,
when he left the town. The persons
going to the church were at first in-
sulted and afterwards assailed with
stones by banditti, evidently placed
for that purpose in the adjacentstreets.
The General Count Lagarde, a good
and loyal soldier, (faithful to the let-
ter of the instructions hehad received)
had assured the Protestants that he
would protect them to the utmost of
his power—and he acccordingly call-
ed out the only troops he had in the
place,—but unfortunately at Nismes,
as well as through the whole of the
South of France, the only troops,
with the exception of a few regulars,
are the volunteer bands raised and or-
ganized by the Duc d& Angouleme
himself (the most bitter and infuriated
enemies of the Protestants), and they
had no sooner arrived on the spot
where the rabble was collected than
instead of paying obedience to the or-
ders of the gallant General, they join-
ed the assassins. One of the Lieute-
nants of Trestaillon, the chief of the
band, fired a pistol atthe General,
by which he was severely wounded.

« T'his happened in the front of the
Protestant place of worship. The
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few persons within the church were
ignorant-of this assassination, and di-
vine service was begun. But no
sooner did the mob hear the sound
of the organ, than they cried out to
burn the edifice and sacrifice the he-
reties with it. 'The horrid cry reach-
ed the ears of the poor people, chiefly
women, within—and by the noble
exertions of a few individuals of au-
thority, they were preserved from
instant death, by being carried out at
a back door leading into an adjoining
lane. The ruffians then broke into
the church, demolished the pulpit,
the seats, &c. 'The-organ wasbrought
out in triumph and a bonfire made of
it in the front of the place—the vol-
unteer army of the Duc d’ Angouleme
assisting in the conflagration! M. de
Lagarde was not dead of his wound,
but he was not expected to live.”

‘We can assure our readers that the
above comes to us from a known and
respectable source. Several letters
that we have seen, besides others that
we have ourselves received, confirm
the principal points in it. And we
are informed, that our own ministers
have an account of the indecorum of
the Duke d’Angouleme in marching
through the streets barcheaded and
barefooted- in the precession of the
bigots who had provoked the rabble
to all the previous massacres. Is it
too much then to expect from the
British- government, that as they sup-
port the king
shall not merely remonstrate with.
him on these continued horrors—but
actually. withdraw our troops from
his capital, if he does not forthwith
maintain the constitutional charter
by which he promised civil and reli-
gious freedom to the people?—Morn.
Chron. Nov. 28.

While every day increases the me-
lancholy detail of the enormities and
designs of the bigots of France, we
rejoice to record the regular and be-
Nevolent efforts of the friends to na-
tural and religious rights.

The Dissenting ministers of Lon-
dPD, who have set the example to the
British. nation in these honourable
€xertions, have determined to corres-
Pond with their friends throughout
the United Kingdom, and to récom-
mend collections in all their congre-
Rationy.—their Resolutions, breathing
the most noble-and Christian spirit,
"4 1msert- this day, and in addition to

on his throne—they

- nation.
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the tone which they will give to pubh-
lic feeling, by the circulation of such
sentiments, they are entitled to the
gratitude of their countrymen and
Europe, for the diligence and accu-
racy with which they have obtained
and furnished information, as the
ground of proceeding for other per-
sons. |

The assurances which their depu-
tation received from ministers is -en-
couraging to those who feel for the
miserable victims of relentless bigot-
Ty, to use their strongest efforts—to
avert calamities which threaten to be
augmented in an incalculable degree.

‘The following extract of a letter
from one of the most respectable per-
sons in France, we have from the best
authority, and are requeésted to make
public :—

“ Places of worship are shut up

| throughout nearly the whole southern

provinces of France. The flourishing
churches of Nismes and Uzes are
nearly annihilated. Although we
enjoy a state of cemparative tranquil-
lity as citizens, we fear that the pro-

fessors of the college cannot long hold

out. They have received no salary.
for nine months, and the time when
any part of this may be expected is
very far distant, and sooner or later
they must- look out for some other
means of subsistence and- labour in a
less offensive profession.

““ We have yet much reason to be
thankfal, that we have been hitherto:
spared and strengthened. Se many:
provinces laid waste—so many houses
in flames—so many of our brethren
mercilessly murdered—so many pas-
tors without asylum and without
bread! Alas! alas! Still let us adore
the incomprehensible, but always
wise ways of Providence with resig-
Let us hope, and let us
pray.”—Morn. Chron. Nov. 29.

Paris, Nov. 25.—The wounds of
General Lagarde are not mortal. A
ball which had lodged in his false "
ribs, had caused in the first instance
a good deal of apprehension. The
last letters from Nismes state, that he
is not only out of danger, but even
in-a state of convalescence.

Nismes, Nov. 15.—It was reported
yesterday that search had been made.
at the house of' the assassin of Ge-
neral Lagarde, and that he had:fled.
Every thing is, in the mean time,
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tranquil, and such good precautions
are taken, that the repose will not bé
disturbed, some of the national guards
of Montpelier and of the environs of
Nismes, have arrived, and more are
expected from Toulouse and Mar-
seilles ; but it is probable they will
receive a countermand.—The Duke
of Angouleme arrived this morning.

The following is the proclamation

which the Marquis of Arbaud-
Jouques, prefect of Gard, published
on the 12th, in consequence of the
atrocious events which had nearly
cost the life of General Lagarde:—

¢« People of Nismes! — All the

French, whatever religion they pro-
fess, are the subjects and children of
the king, the father of the country.
««The orders of the kingare to pro-
tect all sorts of worship: to secure
the property, the life, the liberty of
conscience of all the French. |
« We have received these sacred
orders for every good Frenchman.
We have executed them. We will
maintain them to the last breath of
our existence, . |
«“ A wretch, concealed in the

groupes of the people, which, perhaps, -

fancied they were only rioters, but
were absolutely rebels to the king,
has attempted to assassinate the brave
general to whom this department
owes -s0 much esteem, gratitude and
affection. |

“ The sentence alone of this infa-

mous assassin may henceforth save

the country and absolve the people.
He has not been seized at this unfor-

tunate moment; .but you know himj;

you who surrounded him at the mo-
ment of his crime.

«« ] promise, in the name of the

department, a reward. of 3000 francs
to him, or them, soldiers or inhabi-
tants, who shall give information of
him, and bring him before me.
'« (Signed) . |
“ Marquis of ArBaup JoUQuUES.’
‘¢ Nismes, Nov. 12, 1815.”
EENRRRFF—
DOMESTIC.

) | RELIGIOUS.

The last autumnal Quarterly Meet-
ing in -Manchester and its" vicinity
was held at Bolton on the 19th ult.
The service was introduced by Mr.
H. Turner, wvice Mr. Elliot. Mr.
Whitelegg preached the sermon, on
the moral obligations of Christians.
Though the day was exceedingly
unfavourable, the meeting was re-

]

spectably numerous. Between thirty
and forty gentlemen dined and passed
the aftérnoon together. ‘The Christ.
mas -quarterly meeting’ will be sq.
perseded by a meeting to take place
at Oldham, for the purpose of open-
ing the Unitarian chapel Jatély built
there. It will be held on Wednes-
day, January 3rd, 1816. o
. i
Messrs. Wright and Cooper's Mission.
ary Tour in Cornwall. o
[Concluded from p. 718.]
OBSERVATIONS.,

The foregoing is a mere outline,
given with all possible - brevity, of
proceedings which * gave me very
nigh pleasure,- and will be long re-
membered with satisfaction and joy.
It will be proper to add a few ob-
servations, explanatory of the plan’
we pursued, the present prospect of
success to the Unitarian cause in
Cornwall; and the measures most
likely to ensure it.

1. It will be perceived that my la-
bours and. exertions were limited to
the western part of that county: this
did not arise from - the impracticabi
lity of finding people disposed to
hear in other places; but, after ma-
ture deliberation, it was thought most
judicious, and that it would be most
useful, to adopt this plan. The con-
gregation at Falmouth being the

.only one yet formed in Cornwall,

and still in its infancy, it was judged
of essential importance, to makeevery
possible exertion to confirm and es-
tablish it, as the parent society and
first fruits of Unitarian missions in
that remote part of the island. It
was further thought, that to visit
and preach at places to which some
attention could be afterwards given
by the society at Falmouth, where
some persons could be brought into
acquaintanceand correspondenee with
some¢ of the brethren belonging to
that society, and have an opporiu-
nity of frequently receiving books
from theim, would be more likely to
produce permanent effects, than '.thc
going to places which must be 1m-
mediately left, and to which conti-
nued attention could not so well be
paid. Besides, in the: west of Corn-
wall there appears to be the most
seriousness, and disposition to religi-
ous inquiry. -Such were the cousid-
erations which determiined us to
adopt: the plan we pursued.

9? The Euccess c?f the plan adopt-
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or more of the brethren from Fal..

mouth or Flushing accompanied us
to all the places we visited. . We
found their assistance of great use.
In a number of places they formed
an acquaintance with persons who
are favourable to the cause: it is

hoped this acquaintance will be cher-

“ijshed, a correspondence kept up,

and that the persons who liberally

offered to receive and distribute books

will be supplied with them: nor can

I doubt, after all 1 have seen of the
truly Christian spirit and ardent zeal
of the members of the Unitarian
church at Falmouth, thcir readiness
to do all they can to water the seeds
already sown, in different places, and
to carry on the work which is be-
SUne. . .o

° 3. Justice requires that I should
distinctly and particularly mention
the obligations we are under to the

friends at Falmouth and Flushing,

for the facilities they gave .to our

exertions, their ready asisstance in

the labours we engaged in, and their
many kind attentions. Without such
aid, we could not have gone through
such an incessant and extended course
of public labours in so short a time.
They generally called togéther the
congregations for us, conducted the
singing, aided us with their counsel,
and conversed with individuals so far
as opportunity offered. May our

brethren every where imitate their

firm, judicious and unwearied exer-
tions, to promote what they believe
to be the truth of God! ‘They also
undertook the distribution of tracts,
in the different places we visited.

4. The plan we adopted - consisted
of three parts:—public preaching,
the distribution of books, and conver-
sation. We found no great difficulty
In collecting congregations any where
n the west of Cornwall. The me-
thods adopted to do this were various.
We had handbills printed at TFal-

mouth, with spaces left to be filled

up 'with an,account of the time and
Place of preaching. These were
posted up or circulated, when there
was time for it to be done before the
commencement of the service. In a
small town - two or three friends
would walk round,  call at most of
he houses, and so give notice of the
Meeting. . Sometimes we were under
the necessity of employing the public
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crier to make known the time and
Place of meeting ; this is not thought
Inconsistent. with delicacy and re-
spectability in Cornwall, .as it is done
by different religious parties. Some-
times books were distributed at the
close of the service. At other times
persdns came to us at our inn for
them. The plan which we most ap-
prove is, to deposit them with judi-
persons, on whom we can
rely, for them to distribute them,
cither by lending or giving them to
such as would read them, 'This plan
we adopted whenever. practicable.
We held conversation with those
who were disposed for it either in a
more public or private way as we
had opportunity.. . |

5. Our places of meeting were
most commonly .in the open air.
Public buildings could rarely be pro-
cured for the purpose. Other deno-
minations of Christians would not
lend us their places of worship: in-
deed if they would, an Unitarian
mnissionary could hardly accept of.
them, as he must preach his own
views of the Christian doctrine; aud
to do this in a Calvinist or Methodist
chapel would be thought uncandid,
and give offence. Jesus and his apos-
tles preached in the open air, and it
cannot be wrong to imitate their
example, when it can be doue with
order and solemnity. In Cornwall,
congregations meet in the. open air
with the same seriousness and _de-
corum as they would in a church or
chapel; and larger congregations
may be procured abroad than in any
building.

Q. The success of our mission in
Cornwall very far exceeded the ex-
pectation we had previously formed.
Livery where we found the people
disposed to hear; we had generally
large congregations, and most of the
people who came together were
deeply attentive. They had been
told frightful tales respecting Unita-
rianism ; but many were determined
to hear for themselves. . Some ex-
pressed their surprise at finding that
instead of our rejecting Christ and
the gospel these formed the subjects
of our preaching. We distributed
a large parcel of tracts, which were
received with much eagerness, many
persons followed us to our inns heg-
ging for books; had we taken a cart-
foad of them with us we should no
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Have had Too many to have satisied cnlated, and there i8 reaaon to
% _‘qrgent call of the multitude for think will read wi sermuaneg,
G- 1 suppose, during iy Stay On the whole, 1 know of no,connty

s ‘county .1 did not preacTn to in En land that offers ‘a- more pro~
‘than ‘1‘0,600 d;({‘aent persons.  mising field for ‘the propa ation Qf
_ %. Unitarianism ~ bas. made consi- the Unitarian doctrine than ( ornwal
déable pr s in Cornwall 'during or to which I think the attenhonof
t fourwvl éars. I had the honour Unitarians ought to be moré carefully
Q,f being the first Unitarian inission- directed, or which is more deservmg
ar f‘%ho vx'sited that county. It was of their assxstance ‘and ‘steady exer-
36 the & irig of 1811. 1 then found tion. |
ot a.&iermmed and avowed Unita- 0. Itis a h1 ghly 1mportant mqmry,
- gany And several other persons who what are the best steps to be- taken
-weié favourable to the doctrine; now for the effectual promotion of 'the
~¥ found a respeetable congregatxon,v great and good work begnn in Corn-
and friends tothe cause in many other wall. In ansiver to ‘this mquxry, I
places. The controversy has become take the liberty of suggestmg 1.
public- through the mediam of the That every thing possible should be
press,’ and a great many tracts on the done to strengthen the hands, en-
stibject are got into circulation. Even courage the exerfions and aid the
the conduet of our opponents tends Jabours of the brethren at Falmouth
to keep the spirit of inquiry alive. and Flushing. 2. That they should
8. From the preceding remarks it be; ‘as far as practicable, from time
may be concluded, that the prospect to time, furnished with books to dis-
of success to the Unitarian cause in tribute, and send to different towns,
Lomwail; i4 not a little promising: - wheére they may be lent out or given
properly to estimate this, several away. Any gentleman who has it
things should bé considered:—as, 1. in his power to contnbute his allot-
“The state of soc:ety in that county. ments of tracts from any of the book
‘The people posscss a considerable societies for this ,purpose, will serve
degree of intelligence for persons of the cause. 3. That as soon as it can
their rank and condition. The Me- be made practlcable, a minister should
'thodtsts ‘have doinie a great deal of be émployed five or six months  regu-
od 't the (.,ormsh people, notwith- Tarly out, of the twelve, as a mission-
standing all the religious extrava- ary in Cornwall: the rest of his time
f o ces whnch have at times appeared he might be employed as the minis-
' them; they have brought the ter at. Moreton Hampstead where

ﬂtasa of thcm to seriousness, diffused one is wanted. This plan would he

Y geneml senge of the xmportance of agreeable to the congregation at
:‘gm_y and virtue, and effected a great Moreton, the leading members of
'" *%anoral ‘change, 'Such orderly con- “which have been consulted on. the
dnct, moral correetness and serious subject. 4. That Lill some such plan
attention to religion, will be found . Gan be adopted, it is desirable a mis-
APIONE g the loWei' orders of the pct)ple, “sionary” shuuld visit and labour at
m,few, if any, ‘other districts in Eug- least for 2 month in every summer,
I The hodls'ts have, in a con- amdngg our Corftish friends. It is

T e de fee, ’prepared ‘the way hoped, the importance of these mat-
foF the Unitarfains. 2. Among the ters will be _felt by the WUnitarion
Mt-thodf‘ti ‘there are Umversalla-ts. public, and that nothing practicable
aﬁd persons. whose mqmries o be- will be neglected in so good a cause.
vonr' the system of theu‘ dy I conclude these observations with
dis ""VOsi'txo‘n ’to Héar werto m acourses expressing my fervent wish and pray-
on ehgum, and 'read. theol ical pub- €r, that Gr()(;r in his infinite mercy
“licat onS seéms e&tenswely to prevail may: guide all .our efforts to promote
gm 'ﬂm Cornish people, and no His’y glory : and c¢rown them with suc-
small degree of cunosnty to attend déss.
to what appears nowel. 4. An Uni-  _Poster
" tartih may pfeac‘h any ‘where with-  One thing 1 ‘omil ed in its proper
ot dangs "oﬁ and need pi’aee. It “reldtes Yo the exceltency
seldom ‘Fef ‘(:onknderab‘le of ‘the plan of the Unitarian Fund, in
and menﬁ% dudignde. 5. Unitarian énabh gl its iirlusionaries to act with-

phblications thay bie exténsively inr- out técelving sny uxmg ‘of the pebpl’
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2mon wbom they'  go, and whOm
'eﬁeycgm together. ;g hear them. Per-
aons ‘of 'op ostré religious’ sentiments
m Comw*al? I was told, sald" “‘What-
ever” may ‘be the opinions of thege
mel; however erroneous their doc-
{rine may be, they must be sincere;
for' ﬂley want nothing of us but a
patiént Hearing, they take no money
of is: ‘and they not only travel and
preach to us for nothing, but give us
~bo¢ks without being paid.for them.”

"Before I lay down’ my pen, justice

requites that I should thank the
‘Commlttee for so agreeable and wor-

“thy an assistant in my late journey, .

as my traveling companion, Mr. Coo-
'per, whom 1. found a great comfort
and help to me in so long and labo-
tious a mission. To say "I was per-
fectly ' satisfied with hxs conduct,
Wou{d f'aﬂ far short of what I ought
1o express; his deep seriousuess,
steady piety, good sense and rational
zeal, rendered his company and as-
\sistauce hlghly acceptable. He par-
ticipated, with much propriety, in a
variety of conversations, and conduct-
“ed the devotional part of services.in

publicina truly edifying manner. His

_pulpit servmes, also, as far as I counld
Jearn, were generally acceptable.
"Throughout, he shewed his heart to
‘bein the work. During the whole
“of the journey, Mr. Cooper preached

twenty four times.
R. WRIGHT.
——cag—

wa Address and Remonstrance of the
Roman Cutholics of ¥reland, to his
 Holiness Pope Pius VII., resolved
upon "at their Aggregate Meeting
“held in the City of Dublm, ,August
Qgth 1815,

Sm Tuomus EsMoNDE, B.uu*. in
the Chatr.

To s Holiness Pope Pius VIL the
" humble Address and Remonstrance
- of the Roman Catholics of Ireland.

" Mosr HoLy Fatuspr,
We, the Roman Catholic peaple of

'Ireland most _humbly approach your .

Olmess, imploring for five ‘millions
of faithful children, the apostolical be-
nediction.
~ We desire, Most Hol Fathesr, to
adﬂre.w your Holiness in respectful

gl lim‘eserved terms ; that so, your

dlmess may be perfectly qurmed
Jg: onr f‘ears, our, dem(es, and eur de-
l‘ﬁﬁn iong.

‘No spiritual’

‘We deem it qnnmessa Mot
Holy Father, to remind’the’

mé&eig&
Pontiff 'of qur Churcly,? off our i
liar ekims to his. rotectwﬂ |
port; for we cannot for 4 g '
imagine thit your Holinestis tnmind-
ful of the constancy and ‘devetiaii ¥ia-
nifested towards the Holy See¢, bxy
the Roman CQatholics of Irelund, in
despite of the wmost sangumary and.
unrelenting persecution. that éver
aggrieved a Christian people. »
We cannot, however, abstam from
reminding our Most Holy . Father,
that althongh the persecutlon which
we and our ancestors endured, was
notorivusly -and avowedly inflicted
upon us, on account of our adherence
to, and counexion with, the Holy
Sce; nevertheless, the Roman Qath-
olics of Ireland never solicited the
predecessors of your Holiness, at any
period of that persecution,” to alter,

‘in the slightest degree, that conamex-

ion, or make any modification of the
existing discipline of ‘our Holy Church,
to obtain, for the Roman Lathohcs of
Ireland, the repeal or mitigation. of
those cruel laws whnch pr qacrxbed
them |

- With, sentlments ot‘ most sméei:e

_sorrow, we have heard that, notw ith-

standing the uniform- mamfestatlon%-
of eur spmtual attachmeiit to the

‘Holy See,’ it has pleased your “Holi-

ness to favour’ a measurs, wmch
would enable ‘a Protestant govern-.

“ment to ¢ontroul the ,")pomtment ‘of
our prelates ; against W

ich.the Cath;
olic veice of Ireland lias ‘protested,
and ever will protest with one accord.
grounds are’ alleged for
the proposed alteration i our éccle-
siastical system; it ‘is not prefénded

~that it would . advancgithe interesty

of religion, or improve the morality

of the Catholic people of Irei:md on
the contrary, it is proposed iy oppo-
sition to the well-known and declared
opinions of qur spiritual” guides, - ‘and
is offered as an exchange o bax‘ter
for someé témporal aid or conoe?a oh:
it therefore hecomes our ~duty, “hs
Catholics and &s . suhjects, to’state, in

-mest explicit terms, our sentlmentp

upoa it. -
"It is comsidered right "t - assufe

. your Holiness, in the first instagce,
that althowu

h the penal ]&w.s, whi ch
were fiamed for the Oppression of the
Catholics of Ireland, ‘'have beem cuw-
siderably ' relaxéd d\mng tlie Féign



‘in full force: and every artifice is

_practised, and every inducement held
~ out, to seduce the Irish Catholic from
. the practice and profession of his re-
-Hgion. Rewards are given lo every

Catholic clergyman who apostatizes
from his faith; public- schools and
hospitals are maintained, at
expense, in which" hostility to the
creed and character of Roman Cath-

. olics, constitutes the first principle

of ipstruction ; commissioners are ap-
pointed to .prevent Catholic institu-

. tions receiving any benefit from the

great -

A
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..-af .our .present -most’ gracious - sove- -without-any “hope‘of any such dispén-
:s¥eign ; nevertheless, the 'hostility - to - Y

, th . to  sationfrom any person' or ‘authority
‘our; holy religion continues to exist -

whatsoever, or without thinking that

1 am or can be acquitted before God
" or man, or absolved of this declara-

tion, or any part thereof, althougl
the Pope, or any other person or

persons or power whatseever, should
‘dispense ‘with or annul the same, or

declare that it was null or void from
the beginning.” |

It is to persons who have taken
these offensive oaths of hostility

“against our holy religion, that we are
- now required, Most Holy Father, to

confide the selection and appointment
of the prelates of our  church; and

donations of pious persons; societies
. are established, under the favour -of
~our rulers, for proselytizing the Cath-
olic poor;- and bribes ' offered and
- given to Catholic parents for the pur-
chase of their children’s faith; at the - the jealousy and the hatred of ou
same time that every effort of bribery religious opponents. -
and corruption is exerted, to influence - We cannot suffer ourselves to sup-
. Roman - Catholic schoolmasters, - to - pose, that your Holiness would,
. seduce the Roman Catholic children, knowingly, -sanction 'so perunicious a
iptrusted to their care, from an at- measure; for, it is our decided con-
‘tachment to their creed. Every ' viction, that any such concession to
member of the legislature, every -min- our Protestant prince, or to his Pro-
.ister of the government, every judge testant ministers, of a right to inter-
- of the land, every superior naval, fere, directly or indirectly, in the
. military. or civil officer,. and almost appoimtment of our prelates, ‘would
~every individualin an offieial situation, - irevitably destroy the Catholic reli-
 i» obliged to swenr, and has actually gion in Ireland. - Its first consequence
‘'sworn, in the following words: viz. would be, a general indignant revolt
¢« ] do solemnly and sincerely in the against the framers cr favourers of
~ presence of God, profess, testify and ihe detested system,” without regard
~ declare, that I do believe, that in the to rank or station; and it is not dif-
. sacrament of'the Lord’s Supper, there ficult to imagine, that so lamentable
‘48 pot . any transubstantion of  the a breach would lead to such-a state
- elements.of bread and wine:into the  of distrust and dissatisfaction, as might
. body and blood of Christ, at or after - end in the dissolution of that confi-
the consecration thereof, by any per- dential connexion, in: spiritual con-
..son whatsoever; and:that the invo- cerms, which- at present so: happily
cation or . adoration "of the Virgin subsists between the Holy See and
Mary, or any other saint, and the the Romau Catholics of Ireland. 'The
-sacrifice of the mass, as.they are now prelates 'and” priesthpod would be
used in the Church of Rome, are su- shunned and despised; the altars.and
perstitious and idolatrous; and:1 do confessionals would be deserted ;: 2
solemnly, in - the presence of God, state of irreligion and immorality
profess, testify and.declare, ‘that I do would succeed in - the place of the
‘make this.declaration, and every part religious and moral conduct, which
‘thereof, ;in the plain and ordinary - at present distinguishes the ‘people
_sense of the words read unto me, as - of lreland ; public disorders and pii-
they are commonly understood by vale misfortunes would follow, aud
English Protestants, without any eva- - our mneglected Church would become
.gion, equivocation.:or -mental reser- an easy prey-to ‘those who now la-
.wation ‘whatsoever, and. without ‘any bour for the extirpation of the Roman
-dispensation .already. granted me for Catholic faith from this nation.
this purpose, by the Pope,ior any - ' We desire to assure ‘'your Holiness
autherity or person whatsoever;, or . that the Roman Catholic 1aity of Irc-

thus, the efforts of persecution haviug
been found unsuccessful, it is now
sought to aceomplish, by intrigue, the
- destruction - of that church, whose
pre-eminent perfection has excited
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-Jand feel, - towards their prelatés and
‘their priests,.~the most ‘efthusiastic
esteein and gttachment; -they Fook up
to them nét merely as spiritual guides,
but, also, as confidential friends and
faithful -advisers. - The trials of-per-
secution created a system of mutual
affection and sapport,-which enabled
-each tobear up agaiast the severities
‘of sanguimary- jaws. - These mutual
services are not forgetten; the sen-
-timents which they generated remain
-unchanged ; and, therefore, we never
can wnsent that our ‘pure and pious
“hierarchy should be contaminated by
such a connexion, as must endanger
their just influence, and render them
-objects -of dislike and. dlstrust among
their faith{ul flocks. -

- Thesé are some of the 1esults ex-
-pectcd by the favourers of the pro-
posed mensure, - to follow its enact-
ment; but there are other objects
also in -their contemplation. They
seek, and -ardently desire, to destroy
‘the ‘spiritual -authority of the*Holy
See in this country ; -and we are con-
fident, ‘that their expectations would
‘be ultimately fulfilled, if they could
-establish the desired revolution in our
ecclesiastical system ; because expe-
Tience has taught us,_ that wherever
-any interference - of ‘the ministers - of
‘the British crown has been allowed,
they have ultimately - succeeded in
obtammg absolute and e"KCIUblVE con-
troul. -

Your Holiness must be senblble of
‘the injustice of the imputations direct-
ed against our venerable hierarchy,
by those persons who express a desire
to provide further securities for their
peaceable and loyal conduct. Their
correspondence with the Holy See is,
‘of course, open to the inspection of
.your Holiness; .and we entertain no
«loubt -but they. may, with perfect
safety to . their . political characters,
challenge the most scrutinizing and
jealons reference to the communica-
tions “which constitute that corres-
‘pondence. Agaiu, their conduct at
‘home is 'watched with wore than
common vigilance ; the most trifling
instance of dissaffection. would: be
" gladly. exposed, and yet their cha-
- racters not only-remain unimpeached,
but the highest officers of the crown,
- Xesident in this island, have beorne
testimony - 40 - thedr loyalty, ‘and to
- their Jaudable:-exercise of that - influ-
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had obtaiiiéd for them; over t'heli"‘re-
spéctive flocks. © The ministers of the
crown are already invested with am-
Ple powers to correct any subjéct; or
stranger, who may disobey the- laws;
and no instance has occurred’ i ﬂns
‘country, of any man, of any sta‘hon,
having escaped pumishment, ‘in’ con-
séquence of the insufficiency of the
existing -laws to provide for his cor-
rection.

Neither should it be forgotten, that
our venerable prelates are bound, by
most solemn oaths, to observe stnctly
loyal and peaceable conduct; of
‘which oaths we annex copies Tere-
unto, and humbly submitr them to
the inspection and consideration of
your HHoliness.. “And we are, there-
fore, coufidenit that this demand for

- further securities is ‘not founded upon

any apprehension of the existence of
a necessity for them; but that-it'has
originated solely from a ‘desire to‘en-
ab!e the enemies of our holy religion,
by the admission of sach mterf’erence

and - ‘encroachments, -to aceomplish

the destruction of a Church which
they have so long, meﬁ'ectuany, as-
sailed.

We feel that we shou}d be want-
ing in. the practice of that candour
which it is-our pride to profess;, were
we not further  to inform your Holi-
ness, that, we have ever eonsidered
our claims for political’ emancipation,

. to-be founded upon primciples of civil
policy.

We seek to obtain from our
governmient nothing meore than “the

restoration of temporal rights: and

must, most humbly, but most firmly,
protest against the interference of
your Holiness, or any othe«r foreign
prelate, state or potentate, in the ¢on-
troul of our temporal conduet, oriin
the arrangement of our pohtlcal con-
derns.

- We, therefore, deem 1t unnecessary,
Mhost Holy Father, to state to- your
Holiness, the manifold objections of
a political- nature which we feel to-
wards ‘the proposed meéasure. ' We

‘have confined ourselves,. in this me-

morial, to the recapitulation of ob-
jections, founded upon-spiritual con.
siderations ; because, as, on the oéne
hand, we refuse to’submit our reli-
gious concerns to the controul of:cur
temporal chief; so, on the other, we
cannot admit any right, ‘'on the: part
of the Holy See, to investigate  our

“ichde, which their station and conduct political: principles, ar - to -direct:our
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political conduct; it -beisg eur ear-
nest desire, and fixed determination,
to conform, at all times, and under
all cn‘cumstances, to the injunctions
of that sacred ordinance, which
teaches us to distinguish between
“spiritual and temporal authority, giv-
ing unto Camsar those things which
helong to Ceesar, and unto.God those
thmgs which belong to God.

<Thus, then, Most Holy Father, it
appears—while this obnoxlous mea-
sure is opposed by every order of our
hierarchy, that we, for whose relief
it purports.to provide, feel -equally
ardent and determined in our resist-
ance to it ; solemnly declaring, as we
now do, that we. “would . prefer the
perpetuation of our present degraded
state in the empire, to any such bar-
ter, or exchange, or compromise. of
our religious ﬁdehty and Pperseve-
rance.

We, therefore, 1mplo\'e your Hoh-
ness, not to sanction a measure so
obnoxious te the meost. faithful and
disinterestedly attached portion of the
universal flock. QOur hostility is
founded on experience and ohserva-
tion; whereas, the remote situation
of your Holiness renders it necessary
that the Holy See should rely upon
the representations of others, whe
may have have been interested in the
practice of delusion or deceit; for
the Roman Catholics of Jreland never
can beljeve, that their revered Pon-
tiff, who had endured so much of
suffering in maintenance of his spirit-
ual . station, weuld, knowingly and
mtentmnally, mvade or oppress the
conscientious feelings: of a Catholic
people, who had endured nearly three
centuries of persecution, in conse-
quence of their devotion to the same
religious system. ,

If this our determmatlon be erro-

neous, we shounld regret that we and
our ancestors had not long since dis-
covered the error; as the Catholics
of Ireland could, by making such sa-
crifices, have  readily obtained re-
lief from the penal cede which op-
_ pressed them. But, we.do not )ament
‘our perseverance; on the contrary,
we are confirmed in eunr conviction,
that a conscientious. adherence to the
same -course, will unltimately -obtain
the approval of the Holy See, and
ensure the admiration of every faith.
ful member of the Christian ¢huuh

If it shall please our temporal

. rulersto 3

.and his only Son Jesus
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Ful fmpose this: ébnoxibus o
ation u s, we' ‘!nusﬁ Dot do

¢
our: hengfgeforc the ordmwcé of: the

All-Seeing: Proﬂdence 3 add, - hum-

‘bly oonﬁdmg in "his - rerciful protec-

tion, meet -this new- trial with" ‘the
same religious spirit as has “éngbled
us to survive every similar ‘persecut-
g provision.” - Gr 1evously, irideed,
would we lament, “if our -enemics
should succeed in alienating the mind
of your Holiness from so many mil-
lions of faithful children. Should it,
however, unhappxly ‘appear, that the
influence of our opponents ‘is more
powerful than the prayers of such a
people, we would still proceed’ia the
course which ice and persecutmn
have tried and proved.

- We will. not; however, antncnpate
so calamitous ‘and so portentous a
determination” on the part of your
Holiness ; we will ratlier cherish our
ac(_nstomed confidence in the Holy
See, and, resting on' the benign pro-
vndence of the Divine Founder of our
faith, we will look forward tosucha
determination on the part of your
Holiness, -as will allay our religious
anxieties ; preserve, undisturbed, the
peace of a church enthusiastically de-
voted to. its spiritual chief; and there-
by perpetuate, by mdnssolublebonds,
the spiritual commexion which has
been so long maintained between the
See of Rome, and the Roman (}atho-
lics of Ireland.

For these pur , and with these
views, welay this our humble Address
and Remonstrance at the feet of your
Holimess, praying a favourable con-
pideration ; and again tmpfonng the
apostical benediction.

Tuomas EsMoNDE, ‘Chairman,
Epwarp Haw, Secretary.

I certify that the above Address
and Remonstrance was framed by the
Association of the Roman Catholics

of Ireland, pursuant to the directions
of the Ag %.regate ‘Meeting, held on
Tuesday, the 20th ~day of August

 Jast.

Nienoras M,u{on, Chairman of
the Association.
- Dublin, Sept. 16, 1815.

Ouths saken by the Roman Cathelics
of Ireland, and referred ud m he

- uabove Addm:
- (Ne. L.) “1 do take Almi GN}
Bt: my

Redeemer, to witness,’ ﬂm lmﬂ



Intelligence.—Address of the Irish Catholicsto Pope Pius VII.

faithful, .and. bear trueallegiance to
our. most, gracious Sovereign Lord,
King George the Third, and -him: will
defend, to. the utmost of my power,
against; al}-conspiracies and- attempts
whatever, that shall be.‘made against
his person, crown and dignity ; and
{.will do my utmost endeavour to
disclose and make known to his Ma-

jesty,. and his heirs, all treasons and
traitorous conspiracies which may be

formed against him or them ; and I
do faithfally promise to maintain,
support and defend, te.the utmost of
‘my. power, the succession of the
crown in his Majesty’s family, against
any person or persons whatsoever ;
hereby utterly remouncing and ab-
juring any obedience or. allegiance
unto the person taking upon himself
the style and title of Prince of Wales,
in the life time of his father, and who,
since his. death, is said to have as-
sumed the style - and title of King of
Great Britain and Ireland, by the
name of Chailes the. Third, and to
any other person- claiming, or pre-
tending a right to the crown of these
realms 3 and I do swear, that I do re-
ject and detest, as unchristian .and im-
pious to believe, that it is lawful to
murder or destroy any person or per-
sons whatsoever, for, or under pre-
tence of their being heretics; and

Iso that unchristian and impious
principle, that no faith is to be kept
with heretics : 1 further declare, that
it is no article of my.faith, and that I
do renounce, reject and:.abjure the
opinion, that Princes .excommunica-~
ted by the Pope and Council, .or by’
any authority of the See of Rome, or
by any authority whatsoever, may. be
deposed, or murdered by their sub-
Jects, or by any person whatsoever ;
and I do promise, that.I will mot hold,
maintain or abet any such opimion,
or any other opinion contrary to what
1s expressed in this declaration; and,
I'dg declare, that I do not . believe
that the Pope of Rome, or any other
foreign prince, prelate, state or po-
tentate, hath or ought to have any
témporal or ‘civil jurisdiction, power,
superiority, or pre-eminencé, directly
or indirectly within ' this realm ; and
1 do solemnly, in the presence of God,
aml of his, only Son Jesus Christmy

edeemer, profess, testify, .and .de-
clare, that [ ‘do .make this declira-
t}?!.} and ‘every . part thereof, in the
Pitin and ardinary sense of the words
of this Oath,- without any evasion

el

equivocation, or mentil reservation
whatever, and without any dispen-
sation already granted by the Pope,
or any authority of the See of Rome,
or any person whatever; and without
thinking that I am, or can be ac-
quitted before God or man, or ab<
solved of this declaration, or any part
thereof, although the Pope, or any
other person or persons, or authority
whatsoever, shall dispense with or
annul the same,. or declare that it was
null and veid from the beginning.

“ So help me GOD.”

(No.2.) ¢ Ido hereby declare, that
I do profess the Roman Catholic Re-
ligion. '

“I do swear, that I do abjure,
condemn and detest, as unchristian
and impious, the principle, that it is
lawful to -murder, destroy, or any
ways injure any person whatsoever,
for or under the pretence of being a
heretic; and I do declare solemnly
before God, that I believe, that no
act in itself unjust, immoral, or wick-
ed, can ever be justified or excused

by, or under pretence or colour that

it was done either for the good of
the Church, or in obedience to any
ecclesiastical power whatsoever. 1also
declare, that it is not an article of
the Catholic Faith, neither am I
thereby required to believe or pro-
fess that the Pope is infallible, or that
I am bound to obey any order in its’
own. nature immoral, though the
Pope or any ecclesiastical power
should issue or direct such order, but
on the contrary, I hold that it would
be sinful in me to pay any Trespect
or obedience thereto; I further de-
clare, that I do not believe that any
sin. whatsoever, committed by me,
can be forgiven at the wmere will of
the Pope, or of any priest, or of any
person or persons whatsoever; but
that sincere sorrow for past sins, a
firm and sincere resolution to avoid
future guilt, and to atone to God, are’
previous and indispensible requisites
to establish a well-founded expedta-
tion of forgiveuness; and that any per-
son who receives absdlution withott
these previous requisites, so far from
obtaining . thereby any remission -of
his sins, incurs the additional gailt of
violating asacramrent ; and I doswear,
that I will defend to the utmost of
my power the settlement and -arrange-
ment of property in this country, s
established by the laws now ‘in being;
I do heraeby disclaim, disavow, and



solemnly abjure any intentjon to sub-
vert the present Church Istablish-
ment, for the purpose of substituting
a Catholic Establishment iu its stead ;
and I do solemnly -swear that I will

not exercise any privilege to which

T am or may become entitled, to dis-
turb and weaken the Protestant re-
l_ilgion and Protestant government in
this kingdom. |
' « So help me GOD.”
| ——
- Irish Catholic Excommunication.
A very extraordinary act on the
part of an Irish Catholic prelate, has
become the subject of general ani-
madversion in Ireland, and must be

heard of with astonishment 'in this’

country. We understand, that the
prelate alluded to, took the liberty
to excommunicate a Catholic school-

master for being a Free Mason, in

consequence of which excommunica-
tion, the school-master lost all " his

pupils, and was reduced nearly to

pauperism, while he was abandoned
by his connexions. Such a

laws of the country, to which, we
hope, an appeal will be made by the
aggrieved.
that such an alarming instance of ec-
clesiastical arrogance and gross illi-
berality, will not fail to be brought
under the notice of parliament. The
sufferer in this case may be tampered
with by undue means or restreined
by sectarian principles from seeking
legal redress : but parliament owes it
to the country to make some provi-
sion against the repetition of such ty-

| ns. proceed-
ing must surely be cognizable by the

At all events, we trust
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ranny, and parliament will, we hape
discharge its duty. Our readers will
recollect, that one of the first acts of
the Pope upon the recent restoration
of his temporal authority, was to pro-
secute the Free Masons—but need
we offer any argument, in defence of
an institution, comprehending among
its members some of the first philo-
sophers and princes on earth, in or.
der to shew that the imitation of the
Pope’s example is not to be endured
for a moment wherever the British
Constitution retains. any influence,
The human mind must. indeed make
extraordinary retrograde motion be-
fore the Pope’s authority can recover
such a sway. -

Thanksgiving Day.—The Gazette
of Saturday the 16th inst, contains
a Proclamation for a Public Thanks-
giving on account of the Peace with
France, to be religiously observed
on Thursday, January the 18th, by
all his Majesty’s subjects, ¢ on pain
of suffering such punishment as may
be justly inflicted on all such as con-
temn or.neglect the same.” By or-
der. of the Prince Regent.——Will
not this be a proper occasion for Cgn-
gregational Collections on behalf of
the suffering persecuted Protestants
of France ! Such an use of the day
will be welcoming Peace in the true
spirit of Peace. - S

——

" Subscription to the Greenock Chapel. (See

Vol. x. p. 722) |
A Collection in the York College - 5/. 10s.

MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF
' - OR, |

The Christian’s Survey of the Politecal World.
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YHE Court of Common Council

. of the City of London has had
a meeting on the subject of the per-
secution, experienced by the Protes-
tants in France, and have come to
the unanimous resolution of address-
ing the Prince Regent to interfere
with his good offices in their behalf.
As the Bourbons are so much indebt-
ed to him for their restoration to the
throne, it is to be presumed, that
sych an interfgrence will not be inef-
fectual ;: and it cannot be imagjned,

that our Prince does not fcel a poig-
nant grief, that an occurrence has
taken place, which renders it thus
necessary for him to stand forward
a cause, in which his family has been
so much distinguished. They were
among the first to oppose the Romish
See, and to advocate the rights of
every man to religious toleration. The
asylum afforded to the Bourbon pnn-
ces in this ‘country, and the sums ex-
pended on them and the emigrant 1no-
bility “and. clergy. of Frapce, surely
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entitle the Protestants here to remoii-
strate in favour .of their brethren
abroad ;. and it must assuredly have
some influence on the French cabinet
to find that both prince and people
equally feel for the insult that has
been offered to religion by men, who
have obtained the power to commit
it entirely by the assistance that has
been afforded them by Proteéstarts.

Whatever may be the result with
respect to our unnhappy brethren
abroad, this general movement at
home cannot fail of having a good
effect. It proves, that the doctrine of
toleration is well understood among
us ; or at least that the idea of per-
secution on account of religion is held
by this nation in abhorrence. The
sentiment must be cherished: for if
we are not greatly mistaken, bigotry
will not be put down without many
efforts to regain its influence. ‘What
has been done in France and Spain
and is now doing at Rome is suffi-
cient to put us on our guard. The
age is by no means so enlightened as
is generally. imagined ; and there are
persons, who stand in need of tolera-
tion themselves and yet would hesi-
tate in granting it to -others. Thus
a2 dissenting minister not long ago

wondered, that a dissenting minister, .

his neighbour, should be permitted
to' promulgate his doctrines. The
former was a disciple of Calvin, the
latter taught the truths, for which
Servetus was condemned to the stake.
Yet it would be wrong to assert from
this instance, that all Calvinists would
be persecutors ; as there are, without
doubt, numbers among them, who
hold in abhorrence the conduct of the
murderer, from whom they are not,
however, ashamed to derive their
name, A ,
A delegation is in Rome with the
famous Remonstrance of the Catholics;
m Ireland,- which has been presented
to his pretended holiness. An ac-
count of its- succesy has bheen pub-
lished in the papers, but the ambas-
sador' may' be’ a little more sanguine
in"his expectations than the result
will justify. 1t is wounderful, that

n thése days mer should beso blinded:

as to- agitate & question at Rome re-

lative to their. religion in Ireland ; and
that' these nien should in so doing

think- thiey are sttingas Christians.
Winat haa his; pretended hioliness to
do with the subjects of anbther coun-
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try?> How strangeit is thatIrishmen
de not see the degradation of sub-
mitting any question ijn which they
are coneerned, to-the determination
of a set of Italians. A Cardinal it
seems has told the Bishops, that  an
appeal from a whole nation must be’
atteénded to, so thai” (says the am-
bassador) ¢ 1 expect a favourable an-
swer, though 1 fear T must wait a
considerable time for it.” Thus the
whele nation of Catholics in Ireland
must wait the leisure of an Italian
quorum, to determine a plain ques-
tion. How much better would it not
be for them, if they must have a Pope,
to elect a Pope of their own : for as-
suredly the Irish prelates are just as
capable of conferring infallibility on
one of their own body, as the Italian
L;ardinals on their pretended holy fa-
ther. -
The treaties with France and the
allied powers have been made pub-
lic, and with them several docu-
ments relative to the negociation.
One particular must be noticed with
respect to the treaties, which are
signed by the sovereigns of the only
Greek Church and the chief Protes-
tant and Romish- Churches in Eiu--
rope. They are all made in the name
of what they all hold up as an object
of religious worship. In the reign of
Bonaparte this form was omitted.
These public instruments may now
be considered as recognizing the uni-
on of the Greek, Romish and Protes-
tant KEstablished  Churches in one

faith, as far as relates to the object

of worship ; though we must observe
that they are not completely agreed
upon this subject. For in the com-
pound Deity, one of the supposed
persons is declared by one party to
proceed only from the Father, whilst
the rest maimtain. that he proceeds
from both the Father and the Son.
It may be, however, that this head-
ing to a treaty was considered merely
as a matter of form. Yet forms are
of consequence ; and.we are grieved,
that an unseriptural term should re-
ceive the sanction of such high au-
thorities. Let us hope, however, that
in every nation, in which these treat-
ies may 'be published, there are many,
who from the revival of this mode of
heading them, will be led to consi- .
der theimport of theterms; by whom
they were introduced ; and on what
anthority they rest; and when they
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consider, that they are totally un-
scriptural, will draw a comparison
between a doctrine that is founded
merely on the traditions of men, and
that which has God for its author,
and our Saviour as the grand promul-
gator of it to heathen nations, and
who made it binding on all who are
called by his name.

The mockery of amnesty that was
introduced into the French legislature,
has given way to milder measures,
which have been introduced by the
cabinet. How they may be modi-
fied in their passage through the
houses, time will shew: but it 1is
strange, that men who have so long
been under adversity, should have so
little feeling either for themselves or
their enemies. They do not seem to
consider, that the edge of the laws,
which they now make, may be turn-
ed. against themselves. But the
French character remains the same,
though the actors are changed. Al-
ready a club is formed much upon
'the same principle as the Jacobin
club; and though the avowed object
is the support of the throne, yet an
ascendancy may be gained as fatal
to the interests of the crown and
people, as that which occasioned such
bloody scenes in the republic. The
royalists, as they are called, have
much to learn. It is in vain that
they attempt to bring things back to
the ancient regime. ‘They cannot
destroy the people born during the
vears of revolution, and who have
lived under the Napoleon code.

The peers of FFrance have exercised

their judicial authority in the trial of
who was also marshal of

a peer,
France. To those who are accus-
tomed to the solemnity of a trial by

our House of IL.ords, the whole of

the proceedings will appear to want
that diguity which the oceasion re-
quired. After the arraignment for
high - treason, examination " of wit-
unesses, and the council of the crown
had advanced what they thought
necessary in support of their cause,
the counscl for the defendant endea-
voured to repel their arguments, but
were stopped when they introduced
the convention at Paris ‘signed by
Wellington and Blucher. Theaccus-
ed, finding that he was thus debarred
from defending himself upon this
ground, prohibited his counsel from
proceeding farther, and the court

~well as the sovereign.
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then retired to pass 'its judgment og
the case. The peers were not, how-
ever, unanimous. A very great ma.
Jority voted for death, and the sep.
tence was’'executed with very little
ceremony early next morning, by
shooting the criminal in the presence
of a few spectators, who were accj-
dentally in the place chosen for the
purpose. How far the court was
justified in refusing to admit the cop-
vention is a question on which the
public at Paris is much divided,
and it has given occasion for much dis-
cussion. Be this as it may, the French
have still to learn the respect that
is due to man. Whatever may be the
degree of criminality, life ought not to
be taken away, but with that degree
of solemnity which tends to shew,
that it is not vengeance but justice
which requires the execution of the
fatal sentence. 'The most atrocious
murderer in this country is allowed
two nights, and, by the intervention
of Sunday, they are generally made
three, to prepare for his awful change:
but in France, they have been so long
accustomed to slaughter, that human
life is held there in as little estimation
as that of a dog.

Let us hope, however, that a better
spirit will gradually be infused into
that unhappy country. Other na-
tions are likely to derive some lessons
of wisdom from the scenes that have
taken place in it, and Germany will
be among the first to improve its
institutions. The dispute between
the king of Wirtemburg and his sub-
Jects is carried on much to the ad-
vantage of the latter, and a constitu-
tion i1s likely to be settled in which
the people will have some share as
In this petty
state, changes may be made without
much difficulty. To reform Prussia
1s 2 more arduous task. Nothing
scarcely could be worse than its go-
vernment, if a government carried on
by the military is deserving of that
name. .

A change is taking place in Prus-
sia, which promises much for its
future welfare. It is proposed to
exchange despotism for. a limited mo-
narchy, and this with the consent of
the sovereign himself. A representa-
tive government is to be establish-
ed, suited to the different classes of
the inhabitants of his former and
newly-acquired states. -~“The liberty
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of the press, the trial by jury, and
the freedom of the subject on a plan
similar to that of our Habeas Corpus
Act: these, with religious liberty, are
to form the ‘bases of the new consti-
tution, and it has been ably argued,
that the sovereign will be a gainer
and not a loser by these regulations.
This is a hard lesson for kings to
learn: yet, if they would consult
history, they would find that the
despot is far from being in an envia-
ble situation. He enslaves the press,
and is made the dupe of his courtiers;
he throws subjects at will into prison,
and is ill-served; suspicion is the
constant attendant on his person,
which falls a ‘sacrifice to secret con-
spiracy or open rebellion. Prussia
owes its deliverance from the yoke
of Buonaparte entirely to the people,
and this may teach its rulers to think
less of the army and more of its
subjects. Indeed, the conduct of the
French army cannot fail to have a
good effect upon all governments :
for the love of the people is the best
prop of every throne, and miserable
is the monarch whose dependence is
on the support of an army.

The slave trade is not likely to
recover from the decisive blow struck
at it by Buomnaparte. The flight of
the Bourbon to Ghent was attended
with this advantage, that efficacious

remonstrances were made on this sub-

ject during his stay there, and our
minister lost no time on his return to
Paris to give stability to what had
been done by the preceding govern-
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ment. He very properly observed,
that the trade could not be revived
but by an actual law upon this sub-
Ject, since it was evidently abolished
de facto if not de jure. The French
denied the validity of the preceding
law, but the determination of the
sovereign was announced, that the
trade - should not he revived. The
correspondence on this occasion has
been published, and thus humanity
has gained one point at least by the
late commotion.

Spain complains much of the inte-
rest taken in our country in the fate
of the patriots who so gallantly de-
fended their own, and restored, te
their own disadvantage, the return of
the present sovereign to his throre.
But how can that unhappy country
expect, that-a nation which cherishes
sound principles of liberty, should
look with either satisfaction or indif-
ference on the measures which have
blasted all their hopes of seeing liber-
ty and religion revive under their
auspices? A cloud seems to be hang-
ing over part of the dominions for-
merly subject to Spain in America.
A great armament has crossed the
main, and it is doubtful at present,
whether Carthagena has not fallen
before it. In that case, torrents of
blood will be poured forth, and the
war will be lengthened out: buat still
the cause of independence is far from
being hopeless; and what man of ha-
manity can wish success to a nation,
so far removed from all just ideas of
religion and hberty?

CORRESPONDENCE.

et R |
Communications from Mprs. Cappe, Dr. Morell and others, are designed for

the next number, the first of Vol. XI..

With the same number, to face the

Volume, will be given a handsome engraved Portrait of our late venerable
friend and correspondent, Dr. Tourmin, in which we trust our readers will
recognize the mild intelligence, simplicity and amiableness which marked his

countenance.

We have received several letters in vindication of Mr. Worthington's heresy,
which we were not able to bring into the present volume, and the letters of

Mr. Joyce and Mr. Evans may perhaps sct the matter at rest.

We are dis-

Posed to say to our correspondents on this subject,

““ No farther seek his merits to disclose,”
though, in onr respect for the memory of the gentleman alluded to, we do not
continue the quotation, lest we shauld be thought to convey an insinuation

which we do not mean.
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In answer to the complaints of the printed circulars being sent from Green.
ock, the postage unpaid, we are instructed by the Unitarian Committee of that
place, to apologize for this inadvertence. The practice in question is more
customary in Scotland than in England. As soon as the Committee received
a remonstrance on the subject from the editor of this work, they discontinued
the issue of unpaid letters.

We purpose in our next number to review Wilson’s History of Dissenting
Churches, Mr. Cappe's last volume of Sermons, &c. and to introduce the review
of Grundy’s Lectures, which has been some time waiting at the Printers, for
want of room.

‘We must defer to our next the corrections of, and additious to, the Unstq-
rian Fund List of Subscribers. Communications on this subject may be ad-
dressed to the Treasurer or Secretary. »

The next Volume will record all the proceedings. in this country with regard
to the persecuted Protestants in France, together with such authentic accounts
of their sufferings and condition, as may from time to time reach us. In a
letter to the Editor, dated Paris, the 11thinst., Mons. Marron, President of
the Protestant Consistory, states, that the measures taking by the Dissenting

 Ministers of London produce a sirony sensation in France, that our Protestant
brethren are consoled and gratified by them, and that the result is likely to
be very beneficial. We trust that we shall have to register numerous and
liberal collections on behalf of these persecuted Christians. These public
collections are a practical protest against despotism and persecution.

e ¥

Having a blank space, we here insert the following Notice, which could not

be brought into its proper place.
NOTICE.

Mr. WorsLeYy, of Plymouth, has in the press a Sermon, preached on the
occasion of the death of Dr. Toulmin, in which the Doctor’s character is con-
sidered rather in a political than a religious point of view, and the persecu-
tions are stated which he, with many others, encountered at the period of
the Birmingham riots. 1t will be accompanied with copious notes and ad-
denda, the gbjects of which are two-fold, to give a narrarive of the progress
of our Presbyterian societies from their abandonment of the Calvinistic and
Trinitarian schemes, to the present time, when they avow their belief of One
God the Father, and of one Lord, the man Jesus—and to shew, from a re-
view of the principal manufactories of Great DBritain, which were first es-
tablished by the Presbyterian Dissenters, and have been improved and chictly
maintained by them, that il is to this class of its society may justly be atin-
buted the prosperous state of LEngland for the last haif century, the great
wealth of ils inhabitants, and the high tone it has been able to assume
amongst the cabinets of Europe and in its relations with all the world.





