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[With the Portrait, we think it
may be useful and agreeable to many
of our readers to give a Memoir, of
Dr. Priestley.  We have taken the
liberty, to copy the life published in
the Eighth Volume of the General
Biography, 4to., and drawn up, as

appears from the signature, by the

able and elegant pen of Dr. Aikin,
and to adapt it more particularly to
this work by the addition of notes,
- for which we are indebted to a friend,
to whom the commencement and the
continuance of the Monthly Reposi-
tory are chiefly owing, whose com-
munications form a rich portion of the
past volumes, and to whom the read-
ers may »till, it is hoped, look for
entertainment and insfruction. . The
whole of the notes are original and’
by the same friendly hand.
EniTor.]
OSEPH PRIESTLEY, LL.D.
F.R.S., &c. a very eminent phi-

losopher and divine, was born in
March, 1793, at Field-head, mnear
Leeds. His fathér was engaged in

the clothing manufacture, and was a
dissenter of the Calvinistic persuasion.!

S

1 ¢« Jomas Priestley, the youngest son
of Joseph Priestley, a maker and dresser
of woollen cloth.”” Ilis son describes him
as discovering ¢ a strong sense of religion,
praying with his family niorning and even-
ing, and carefully teaching his children
and servants the Assembly’s Catechism,
which was all the system of which he had
any knowledge,”” never ¢ giving much at-
tention to matters of speculation, and en-
tertaining no bhigoted aversion to those
who ditfered from him.> Dr. Priestley’s
mother, who died in 1740, when her son
was 1 his seventh year, ¢ was the only
child of Joseph Swift, a farmer of Shafton,
a village ahout six miles south-east of
Wakefield.”” She was gratefully recollected
by her son as “a woman of exemplary

YOL. X, B

Joseph was in his youth adopted by
an aunt, a woman of exemplary piety
and benevolence,® who sent him for

education to several schools i1in the

neighbourhood, where he acquired a
respectable degree of knowledge of
the learned languages, including He-
brew.:? He was originally destined
for the ministry ; but weak health
causing his views to be turned towards
trade, he learned some of the modern

piety, careful to teach’ him religion ac-
cording to her own convictions, and taking
a particular occasion to inculcate moral
principle by impressing his mind ¢ with a
clear idea of the distinction of property,
and the importance of attending to it.”
Priestley’s Mem. pp. 2, 3, 5.

- 2 She was his father’s sister, *° married
to a Mr. Keighley, a man who had dis-
tfinguished himself for his zeal for religion,
and for his public spirit.”> She died in
1764, having survived her husband many
years. Iler nephew, frem whom she de-
served and received the grateful remem-
brance of a son, characterizes this ¢ truly
pious and excellent weman’ as one * who
knew no other use of wealth, or of talents
of any kind, than to do good, and who
never spared herself for this purpese ;=
truly Calvinistie in prineiple, but far from
confining salvation to those who thought
as she did on religious subjects.”” He adds,
that ¢ being left in good circumstances,.
her home was the resort of all the dissent-
ing ministers in the neighbourhood without
distinction, and those who were the most
obnoxious on account of their heresy were
almost as welcome to her, if she thovght
them honest and good men (which she was
not unwilling to do) as any other.” Id.
pp. 3 and 6.

3 In this lIanguage he made himself ¢ a
considerable proficient,”” during ¢ the in-
terval between leaving the grammar-school,
and going to the academy,” by instructing
a minister in his neighbourhood ¢ who had
bad no learned education.”” He also
¢“learned Chaldee and Syriac, and just
began to read Arabic.” Id, p. 10,
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languages * with . that intention. At
length, " however, - his constitution
strengthened ; and resuming his first
purpose, he went in 1752 to the dis-
senting academy at Daventrv, kept
by Dr. Ashworth.® He had already
imbibed such an attachment to gtudy,
and had employed his researches upon
so many important topics, that he was
regarded on admission as considerably
advanced in the academical course.
He had also, from his family connex-
ions among the strictest sect of dis-
senters, acquired those religious ha-
-bits, and that vital spirit of piety,
which ever in some degree assimila-
ted him to that class of Christians,
when in doctrine no one more widely
deviated from them. At Daventry
he spent three years, during which
his acute and vigorous mind was ex-
panding in free inquiry and diversi-
fied pursuit.® The change of his

‘wards the doctrine usually
heretical,

4 Those which he acquired, and with-
out a master, were *“ French, Italian, and
High Dutch.” He ¢ translated and wrote
letters in the first and last for an uncle, a
merchant, who intended’ him for ¢ a
counting-house in Lisbon.”” 1Id. p. 5.

% He was first destined by his relations
to the Calvinistic-Independent ¢¢ Academy
at Mile-end, then under the care of Dr.
Conder. But being at that time an Ar-
minian, he resolutely opposed it,”’ espe-
cially declining to ¢° subscribe an assent
to ten printed articles of Calvinistic faith,
and repeat it every six months.”” A neigh-
bouring minister, Mr. Kirkby, who had
been one of his instructors in the classics
“ interposed and strongly recommended
the academy of Dr. Doddridge.”” The
“ Aunt, not being a bigoted Calvinist,
entered into his views, and Dr. Doddridge
being dead he was sent to Daventry and
was the first pupil that entered there.” 1d.
p. 16, 17.

0 ¢« Three years, viz. from Sept. 1752
‘to 1755, Ispentat Daventry with that pe-
culiar satisfaction with which young per-
sons of generous minds usually go through
a course of liheral study, in the society of
others engaged in the same pursuits, and
free from the cares and anxieties which
seldom fail to lay hold on them when they
come out into the world. In my time, the
academy was in a state peculiarly favour-
able to the serious pursuit of truth, as the
students were about equally divided upon
every question of much importance, such
as Liberty and Necessity, the Sleep of the
Soul, and all the articles of theological
orthodoxy and heresy ; in-consequence of
which all these topics were the subject of
continual discussion. Our tutors also were
of different opinions ; Dr. Ashworth taking

opinions from the orthodox system in
which he had been brought up,. to-
termed
which had already com-
menced,” here made a further pro-
gress, though it still rested within the
‘limits of Arianism.®* Here he was

the orthodox side of every question, and
Mr. Clark, the sub-tutor, that of heresy,
though always with the greatest modesty.
We were permitied to ask whatever ques-
tions, and to make whatever remarks we
pleased ; and we did.it with the greatest,
but without any offensive, freedom.—We
were referred to awitthors on both sides of
every question, and were even required to
give an account of them.” Id. p. 17.
For an account of Mr. Clark see M. Repos.
Vol. i. p.617. ii. 68. and for an account
of Dr. Ashworth, Vol. viii. 562 (‘ncte
and 693. and ix. 10, 78 and 242. .
7 In the family of his excellent aunt h
became confirmed ¢ in the principles of
Calvinism, all the books he met with ¢ hav-
ing that tendency.’’ Yet two ministers,
¢¢ the most heretical in the neighbourhood,
were frequently his aunt’s guests.”” With
one of these, ¢¢ Mr. Graham, of Halifax,”
to whom he afterwards dedicated his Dis-
quisitions on Matter and Spirit, he now
became intimate. In paying an early and
serious attention to religion, as he then
understood it, he had waited with painful
anxiety for the experience ¢ of a new-birth
produced by the immediate agency of the
spiritof God,”> and had been ¢ much dis-
tressed”” because he ¢¢ could not. feel a
proper repentance for the sin of Adam.”
Yet be had so far altered his views when
he offered himself ¢ to be admitted a com-
municant,’’ where he and hisgunt attended,
that the examining ¢ elders ofthe church”
rejected him as not ¢ quite orthodox on
the subject of the sin of Adam,” because
ke could not believe ¢ that all the human
race (supposing them not to have any sin
of their own) were liable to the wrath of
God and the pains of hell for ever on ac-
count of that sin only.”> About this time
he came into the society of two preachers
who qualified Calvinism and were called
Baxterian. ¢ Thinking farther on these
subjects,”” he had become, when he en-
tered the academy ¢ an Arminian, but
had by no means rejected the doctrine of the
Trinity or that of Atonement.” Id. p.7--12.
8 ¢ Notwithstanding the great freedom
of our speculations and debates, the ex-
treme of heresy among us was Arianism ;
and all of us, I believe, left the academy
with a belief, more or less qualified of the
doctrine of .4tonement.”” Id. p. 20. The fel-
low-student with whom Priestley had the
most frequent communications and formed
themost intimate friendship was ¢¢ Mr, Alex-
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also introduced to an acquaintance
with the writings of Dr. Hartley,
which exerted a powerful and lasting
influence over his whole train of
thinking.®* On quitting the academy,
he accepted an invitation to officiate
as minister to a small congregation at
Needham-market in Sufifolk. Not
having the talents of a popular preach-
er, and becoming suspected of here-
tical opinions, he passed his time
at this place in discountenance and
obscurity ; but he was assiduously
employed in theological and scriptu-
ral studies, of which the result was a
farther departure from the received
systems, and particularly a total re-

"

ander, of Birmingham,” about three years
younger than himself, who died suddenly
in 1765, before he had completed his 30th
year. He is mentioned in the Memoir with
great regard. Of Mr. Alexander there is
an interesting account, by Dr. Kippis, in
a note to the life of his uncle, Dr. Benson
(B. Biog. ii. 206). He is also known by a
posthumous publication, entitled, ¢ A
Paraphrase upon the 15th Chapter of the
lst Epistle to the Corinthians ; with Cri-
tical Notes, &c. &ec. to which is added a
Sermon on Eccles. ix. 10, composed hy
the author the day preceding his death.
By John Alexandeér.” 4to. 1766.

9 Priestley (Mem. p. 15) ascribes his
first acquaintance with ¢ Hartley’s Obser-
vations on Man,’’ to a reference made by
the lecturer to that work, ¢ which,” he
adds, ““immediately engaged my closest
attention, and produced the greatest and,
In my opinion, the most favourable effect

on my general turn of thinking through -

life.~~Indeed I do not know whether the
consideratien of Dr. Hartley’s Theory con-
tributes more to enlighten the mind, or
1mprove the heart; it effects both in so
super-eminent a degree.”” The name of
Hartley isiin Priestley’s Chart of Biography,
first published in 1765, and there can he
no doubt that he is designed in the follow-
ing passage of the Description :

¢ I'recollect only one instance (in the
class of divines, moralists and metaphysi.-
cians) in which I have departed from my
general rule of giving place to present fame
in favour of extraordinary merit, and what
X presume will be great future reputation.

If T be mistaken in my presumption I hope:

| § shall.be indulged a little partiality for one
favount_e name.’’ Description, 1785, p. 17.

The subjects, on which reference ismade
to Hartley in the Lectures of Doddridge,
are the intermediate state, the final resto-
ration, and the renovation of the earth. See
Leet. ato. 1763. pp. 561, 2, 574, 5, 581,

"jection of the doctrine of atonement. 10

After a residence of three “years at
Needham, he undertook the charge
of a congregation at Namptwich, in
Cheshire, to which he joined a school.
In the business of education he was
indefatigable ; and he added to the
common objects of instruction, expe-
riments in natural philosophy, which
were the means of fostering in him-
self a taste for pursuits of that kind.!!
His first publication was an Inglish
Grammar on a new plan, for the use
of his scholars, printed in 1791. His
reputation as a man of various know-
ledge and active inquiry now began
to extend itself, and in 1761 he was
invited by the trustees of the dissent-
ing academy at Warrington to occupy
the post of tutor in the languages.'?
Not long after his acceptance of this
office, he married the. daughter of
Mr. Wilkinson, an iron-master, near
Wrexham, a lady of an excellent un-
derstanding, and great ‘strength of
mind, who proved his faithful partner
1n all the vicissitudes of life,

At Warrington Dr. Priestley began
to distinguish himself as a writer in
various branches of science and lite-
rature. Several of these had a rela-
tion to his department in the academy,
which, besides philology, ineluded

thoughts on this subject.

10 In M. Repos. Vol. ii. p. 638, &ec.
see an interesting communication. respect-

“ing Dr. Priestley’s explicit conduect at this.

period, occasioped by some misrepresenta-
tious in a sermon preached by his brother
on the occasion of his death. |

11 Here he assiduously pursued his theo-
logical inquiries and adopted some of those
opinions respecting the apostle Paul’s rea-
sonings, which he afterwards published,
to the alarm of not a few serious Christians,

- who had hastily supposed that divine truth
- could be impaired by any logical imaccu-

racy of those who were appointed to de-
clare it. Dr. Priestley (Mem. p. 34) re-
lates how at this time he had committed to
the press a book which contained his free
The work when
partly printed he suppressed, at the in-
stance of his friend, Dr. Kippis, till he
¢ should be more known, and his charac-

ter better established.”” The writer of these
notes had the same account many years ago,

from Dr. Kippis, who mentioned the read:-
ness with which Priestley attended: to his
suggestion and that of Dr. Furneaux, from
which they justly argued his future emi-
nence. ] |

12 See M. Repos. Vol. viii. pp. 226—
231. ) ~ |
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lectures on history and general policy.
His ideas of government were founded
on those principles of the fundamental
rights of men which are the only ba-
sis of political freedom, and these he
supported in an ¢ Essay on Govern-
ment.” He also published an “ Essay
on a Course of liberal Education,” to
which he added some remarkson a
treatise on eduacation, by Dr. Brown,
of Newecastle, thesentimeuts of which
he regarded as hostile to liberty.'* His
“ Chart of Biography,” first published
at Warrington, was formed upon an
ingenious idea, and was well receiv-
ed.'"* A visit to London having in-

13 The last mentioned Essay first ap-
peared in 1765, and except the Grammar
was his earliest publication. Many of the
hints in that small volume were afterwards
enlarged into the ¢ Lectures on History
and General Policy,” published in 1788.
Dr. Brown is now chiefly known by his
¢ Essay on the Characteristics,”” his ¢ Es-
timate,”” of which the Muse of Cowper
has preserved the remembrance, his devo-
tion to Warburton, his disappointments,
and their unhappy result in a premature
death, in 1766, inhis 51st year.(See Biog.
Brit. 1i. 653-—674). In 1765, Dr.B. pub-
lished a pamphlet, entitled, ¢ Thoughts
on Civil Liberty, Licentiousness and Fac-
tion,”’ at the close of which he recommend-
ed ¢ a prescribed Code of Education.”
This opinion Priestley controverts in four
sections of remarks. The ¢ Essay on
Government’” appeared in 1768, and a
second enlarged edition in 1772. In this
were included the remarks on Dr. Brown,
and on Dr. Balguy’s ¢ Positions on Church
Authority,” with a section on “ the ne-
cessity or utility of Ecclesiastical Esta-
blishments.”” In the section on ¢ Political
Liberty,” the author considers the case of
Charles 1., whose execution, unlike the
Presbyterians of a former age, he justifies,
regretting, however, ¢ that the sentence
could not be passed by the whole nation,
or their representatives solemnly assem-
bled for that purpose—a transaction which
would have been an imnortal honour to
this country, whenever that superstitious
notion of the sacredness of kingly power
shall be abolished.”” These sentiments, as
may be suppoesed, did not pass without
censure, and to the author has been at-
trihuteéd, unjustly, the proud day for Eng-
land, used, we think, by the late Lord
Keppel, to describe the thirtieth of Ja-
nuary. The late Duke of Richmond (See
M. Repos. Vol. ii. p. 42)) sanctions Priest-
ley's opinion, as does indeed the late Lord
Orford in his Royal and Noble Authors,
Art. Fallkland.

}4 ¢ This Chart was first drawn out to

troduced him to the acquaintance of
Dr. Franklin,'s - Dr. Watson, Dr.
Price, and Mr. Canton, he was en-
couraged by them to pursue a plan
he had formed of writing a ¢ History
of Electricity,” which work appeared
in 1767. Besides a very clear and
well arranged account of the rise and
progress of that branch of science, it
related many new and ingeniously

" devised experiments of his own, which

were first-fruits of that inventive and
sagacious spirit by which he after-
wards rendered himself so celebrated
in the walk of natural philosophy.
This publication made his name ex-
tensively known among thoese who
might have remained strangers to it
as connected with his other pursuits.
It was several times reprinted, was
translated into foreign languages, and
procured for him an admission ito
the Royal Society. He had previously
obtained the title of Doctor of Laws
from- the University of Edinburgh.
His connexion with the academy at

‘Warrington, which, from the advan-

tages it gave him of cultivating a
much more extensive acquaintance
with books and men, may be consi-
dered as an important era in his life,

be made use of in an academical lecture
upon the study of History as one of the
mechanical methods of facilitating the
study of thatscience.”” Description, p.5.
Note. The ¢ Chart of History,”’ inscribed
to Dr. Franklin, came out a few years
after at Leeds, and was an improvement
on a French Chart, which had been re-
published in London. Priestley’s Chart
of History, with improvements and a conti-
nuation has, webelieve,very lately appeared.

15 Of this eminent man and highly va-
luable member of society Dr. Priestley ra-
gretted the infidelity, which he endeavour-
ed to remove by recommending to him the
evidences of Christianity to which ¢ he ac-
knowledged he had not given so much at-
tention as he ought to have done.”” See
Mem. p.90, or M. Repos. Vol.i. p. 486.
Dr. F. satisfied himself to the last with the
expectation of a future life grounded on a
pleasing but unauthorized analogy. ¢« I
look upon death to be as necessary to our
constitutions as sleep. We shall rise re-
freshed in the morning.”> Thus he writes
at eighty years of age to an old friend and
correspoudent. See a. letter of his to Mr.
Whatley, which first appeared, M. Repos.
Vol. i. pp. 137, 138, and which,  with
two other original letters of his, was co-

pted from this work iuto the last editipn of
his Works.
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ceased in 1767, when he settled at
Leeds, as minister -to a large and re-
spectable congregation of dissenters.
The liberality of the persons compos-
ing it, and his own predilection for
the ministerial office, rendered this a
very agreeable situation to him ; and
in conformity with the duties of his
function, he resumed, with his cha-
racteristic ardour, his theological stu-
dies.
renewed inquiries was his conversion
to the system called Socinian, which he
hasattributed to a perusalof Dr. Lard-
ner's Letter on the Logos. A number of
publications on different topics con-
nected with religion announced the
zeal by which he was inspired. Nor
was he one who confined his labours
to the closet ; on the contrary, be was
extremely assiduous in his pastoral
instructions to the younger part of his
flock.'® Some of his . writings dis-
played an attachment to church-dis-
cipline, which he had probably im-
bibed from his early connexions with
Calvinistic dissenters, since they had
become obsolete among those with
whom he was now associated. He
likewise began to enter into contro-
versy respecting the right and ground
of dissenting in general, and to take
his station as one of the most decided
opposers of the authority of the es-
tablishment. It was at Leeds that
his attention was first excited, in
consequence of his vicinity to a pub-
lic brewery, to the properties of that
gaseous fluid then termed fixed air,
and his experiments led him so far
as to contrive a simple apparatus for
impregnating . water with it, which
he afterwards made public. At this
time, he says, he had very little
knowledge of chemistry ; and to this
circumstance he attributes in some
measare the originality of those ex-

One of the first results of these.

periments which produced .the sub-
sequent  discoveries, that have ren-
dered him so celebrated, since other-
wise he might probably have followed
some beaten track. The success of his
History of Electricity induced him to
adopt the design of treating on other
sciences, in the same historical man-
ner ; and at l.eeds he diligently occu-
pied himself in preparing his second
work on this plan, « The History and
present State of Discoveries relating
to Vision, Light, and Colours.” The
expences necessary in composing such
a work obliged him to issue proposals
for publishing it by subscriptien, and
it appeared in 1772, in one volume
4to. . Though a performance of much
merit, its reception was not such as to
encourage him to proceed in his de-
sign ; and, fortunately for science, he
afterwards confined himself to original
researches of the experimental kind.
After a happy residence of six years
in this situation, Dr. Priestley quitted
it for one as ditferent as could easily
be imagined. The Earl of Shelburne

(afterwards Marquis of Lansdowne)

was one of the few English noblemen
to whom it was an object of gratifica-
tion to enjoy at leisure hours the do-
mestic society of a man of science and
literature ; and he made a proposal to
Dr. Priestley to reside with him in
the nominal capacity of his librarian,
but rather as his literary companion,
upon terms which regard to the fu-
ture provision of an increasing family
would._not permit him to decline. He
therefore fixed his family in a house
at Calne, in Wiltshire, near his lord-
ship’s seat; and during seven years
attended upon the [Farl in his win-
ter’s residences at London, and oc-
casionally in his excuisions, one of
which, in 1774, was a tour to the
continent.'” This situation had doubt-

6 On this occasion he published, in
1772, has ¢ Institutes of Natural and Re-
vealed Religion .”> His instructions to the
young he resumed with ardour on every
cl.la.nge of situation, and had the merit of
gving a new direction, among the dis-
senting ministers, called Presbyterian, to
their theological labours, which, ‘since
they had outgrown a belief in the Assem-
bly’s Catechism, had been almost entirely
confined to pulpit-instruction. The pupils
of Priestley revere his memory, and through
not a few of them, though himself dead,
he yetspeaks the words of truth and so-

berness.

17 After visiting ¢ Flanders, Holland,
and Germany as far as Strasbure,” he
spent “ a moath at Paris.”” Of the state
of religion among the French/diterati, he
gives the following account :—< As 1 was
sufliciently apprized of the fact, I did not
wonder as I should otherwise have done,
to find all the philosophical persons to
whom ¥ was introduced at Paris unbeliev-
ers in Christianity, and even professed

"Atheists.—1 was told by some of them that

1 was the only person they had ever met
with, of whos¢ understanding they had
any opinion, who professed to believe
Christianity., But on interrogeting them
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less its use, by affording Dr. Priest-
ley advantages in improving his know-
ledge of the world, and in pursuing
his scientific researches, which he
could not have enjoved asminister to
a dissenting ¢ongregation. 'The man-
ners and society of a nobleman’s house
were not, however, perfectly conge-
nial to one whose tastes were simple,
and whose address, though by mno
means coarse or offensive, was plain
and unceremenious. The treatment
he met with was polite and respect-
ful, both from his noble patron, and
the distinguished characters who often
composed part of the company. He
was entirely free from restraint with
respect to his pursuits, apd this was
the period of some of those exertions
which raised his reputation as a phi-
losopher to the highest point. In
1773 there had appeared in the Phi-
losophical Transactions a paper of his
on different kinds of air, which ob-
tained the prize of Copley's medal.
This, with many additions, was re.
printed in 1774, dedicated to Lord
‘Shelburne, and was followed by three
more volumes. The abundance of
new and important matter in these
publications, which form an era in
that knowledge of aéri-form fluids
which is the basis of modern chemical
science, made the name of Priestley
familiar in all the enlightened coun-
tries of Europe, and produced for
him an accumulation of literary ho-
nours.

It was his constant practice to em-
ploy himself in various pursuits at the
same time, whereby he avoided the
langour consequent upon protracted
attention to a single object, and came
to each in turn as fresh as if he had
spent an interval of entire relaxation.
This effect he pleaded as his apology
to those who apprehended that the
great diversity of his studies would
prevent him from exerting all the
force of his mind upon any one of
them; and in fact, he proceeded to
such a length in every pursuit that
interested him, as fully to justify in
his own case the rule which he fol-
lowed. It was during a course of ori-
ginal experiments which fully exer-
ciged his facalties ofinvention and ob-

on the subject I soon found that they had
given no proper attention to it, and did
not really know what Chmristianity -was.”?
Mem. p. 74, and M. Repos. Vol.i. p. 485.

servation, that he was also employ-
ing his reasoning powers in those deep
metaphysical inquiries by which he
acquired high distinction as a philo-
sopher of another class. In 1775,
while still resident with Lord Shel-
burne, he published his Examination
of the Doctrine of Common-sense as
held by the three Scotch writers, Drs.
Reid, Beattie, and Oswald.'® 'This
work was preparatory to his purpose
of introducing to public notice the
Hartleian theory of the human mind,
which he soon after published in a
more popular and intelligible form
than that given to it by the author
himself.'¢ He had already declared
himself a believer in the doctrine of
philosophical necessity ; and in a dis-
sertation prefixed to his edition of
Hartley, he expressed some doubts of
the immateriality of the sentient prin-
ciple in man. Notwithstanding the
obloquy thus brought upon him asa
favourer of infidelity, or even of
atheism, he was not deterred from
pursuing the subject,—for it was ever
his principle to follow what he was
convinced-to-be truth whithersoever
it would lead him, regardless of con-
sequences—and becoming, upon clos-
er inquiry, an intire convert to the
material hypothesis, or that of the
homogeneity of man’s nature, he pub-
lished, in 1777, ¢ Disquisitions on
Matter and Spirit,” in which he gave
a history of the doctrines concerning
the soul, and openly supported the
system he had adopted. [t was fol-
lowed by a defence of Socinianism,
and of the doctrine of necessity.2° It is

18 These writers, as was remarked in
M. Rep. Vol. ii. p.61, are arraigned in the
Examination for their metaphysical de-
linquency with a solemnity almest ludi-
crous. They had indeed disgraced their
pens and injured their cause, by affecting
to slight Locke and to treat Hartley as be-
low criticism. Dr. Priestley (Mem. 78))
describes this work as ¢ written in a man-
ner he did not entirely approve.” A man-
ner so unusual with Dr. Pritestley and so
unworthy of him deserved his severer cen-
sure.

12 Dr. Hartley’s work ¢ On Man>’ was
first published in 1749, in 2 vols. To at-
tract attention to his ¢¢ Theory of Associ-
ation,” Dr. Priestley separated it from the
Evidences of Christianity, and the prac-
tical part which formed the second volume,
and from the theory of vibrations inter-
spersed through the first. -

20 The first volume of the Disquisitions
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not improbable that the odium which
these works brought upon him was
the cause of a cooluess in the beha-
viour of his nable patron, which
about this time he began to remark,
and which terminated in a separation
after a connexion of seven years, but
upon amicable terms, and without
any alleged cause of complaint. By
the articles of agreement Dr. Priest-
ley retained an annuity for life of

150731

—

was dedicated to his before-mentioned early
associate, Mr. Graham, whom he describes
as having long been ¢¢ a distinguished cham-
pion for freedom of thinking in very trying
situations.”” The second " volume, illus-
trating ¢ the Doctrine of Philosophical
Necessity,”” was dedicated to his friend,
Dr. John Jebh. Considering the wrongs
which Priestley afterwards experienced but
could then little expect, the following
passage is striking : ¢“ You and I, Sir, re-
joice in the belief that the whole human
race are under the same wholesome disci-
pline, and that they will all certainly de-
rive the most valuable advantages from it,
though in different degrees, in different
ways, and at different periods; that even
the persecutors are only giving the prece-
dence to the persecuted, and advancing
them to a higher degree of perfection and
happiness ; “and that they must themselves,
for the same benevolent purpose, undergo
a more severe discipline than that which
they are the means of administering to
others.”

The pnblication of these Disquisitions
occasioned a ¢ free,”” yet a truly amieable
¢ discussion’ between the author and his
friend, Dr. Price, which was published in
1778, dedicated to their common friend,
Mr. John Lee, and appears to have left
both the parties in opinion just where it
found them. Mr.John Palmer, a dissent-
ing minister, who had been the intimate
friend of Dr. Priestley’s fellow-student,
Mr. Alexander, also appeared in favour
of philosophical liberty, of which he was
considered an ableadvocate., On thesame
side the learned Jacob Bryant addressed
Dr. Priestley, to whom and to Mr. Palmer
he published a reply, and to. the latter a
rejoinder. |

*! Lord Shelburne was at this time @
candidate for ministerial power, a situation
In which opulence can do little to secure
2 manly independence, such as directed
the conduct of Dr. Priestley. It is no
wonder that an aspiring statesman de-
clined the further patronage of a fearless
reformer; Yet the mannerin which his
l°'d§hip first proposed tp close the con-
nexion does no credit to his memory. He
thimated to Dr. Price, that he wished to

- His next removal was to Birming-
ham, a situation which he preferred
on account of the advantage it afford-
ed of able workinen in every branch
requisite in his experimental inqui-
ries, and of some men distinguished
for their chemical and mechanical
knowledge.. Several generous friends
to science, sensible that the defalca-
tion of his income would render the
expences of his pursuits too burthen-
some for him to support, joned in
raising an annnal subscription for de-
fraying them. 'This assistance he
willingly accepted, as more traly he-.
nourable to him than a pension from
the crown, which might have been
obtained for him, if-he had desired it,
in the administration of the Marquis
of Rockingham, aud the early part of
that of Mr. Pitt. He had not been
long settled in this place, before a va-
cancy happening in the principal dis-
senting congregation in consequence
of the resignation of one of the pastors,
he was unanimously chosen to supply
it. Without interrupting his philo-
sophical and literary pursaits, he en-
tered with great zeal into the duties
of his office, especially that important
part of it which consists 1n catechising
and instructing the younger members
of the society. Theology again oc-
cupied a principal share of his atten-
tion (indeed, it was always his fa-
vourite study,) and some of his most
elaborate works in this department,
as his * History of the Corruptions of
Christianity,” and ¢ Iistory of Early
Opinions concerning Jesus Christ,”
made their appearance from the Bir-
mingham press.?? They were a fer-

han

give his friend an estahlishment in Ireland,
where he had large property.”” To this
banishment Dr. Priestley preferred the
stipulated annuity which was regularly
paid, but though Lord S. had wished ¢ the
separation to be amicable,”” he declined
the visits of Dr. Priestley when he shounld
be occasionally in London. Yet when he
¢“ had been some years settled at Birming-
ham Lord S—, removed from the adminis-
tration, by the rising fortunes of Pitt, sent
a common friend to engage Dr. Priestley
again in his service’’—a proposal which
was immediately declined.

22 The first part of the general concln-
sion to the ¢ History of the Corruptions of
Christianity,”” was addressed to the c¢om-
sideration of ¢ unbelievers, and especially
of Mr. Gibbon,” from whose Miscellanepus
Works, and an appendix to a velumeé of
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tile source of controversy, in which
he engaged without reluctance, and
also without those uneasy feelings of
irritation which so commonly accom-
pany warfare of this kind. The re-
newed applications of the dissenters
for relief from the penalties and dis-
ablhtlee of the corporation and test
acts afforded another topic of discus-
sion, in which Dr. Priestley, with
his sentiments on civil and religious
liberty, could not fail to take a part

and convinced as he was that all ec-
clesiastical establishments were hos-
tile to the rights of private judgment,
and the propagation of truth, he did
not hesitate to represent them as all
anti-Christian, and predict their down-
fall?* Thus he came to be regarded

Discourses by Dr. Priestley, it appears
that this address occasioned a correspond-
ence somewhat uncourteous, hetween them,
and perhaps not quite unobtrusive on the
part of Dr. Priestley. Nor has the Hisio-
rian failed to vent his rancour in his chap-
ter where, referring to some position by
Dr. Priestley, he invites the priest and the
magistrate to tremble---a broad hint for
persecution---differing only in style from
the vulgar watch-word the Church is in
danger. Mr. Gibbon was indeed not
very suitably addressed on the evidences of
Christianity, to the practical influence of
which a man so impure in heart as some
of his notes discover bim, could be little
disposed. Dr. Priestley should have re-
collected the maxim of his predecessor
Biddle, to discuss serious subjects only with
serious persons. The occasional impuri-
ties of Gibbon’s History are well exposed
by a dnstmgmshed scholar who was him-
self no precisian. See Porson’s Preface to
his Letters to Travis.

The second part of the ¢ History of the
Corruptions’ -was addressed to the consi-
deration of Bishop Hurd, who. seems not
to have forgotten the cncumatance in his
Life of Warburton. See our 3d Vol. p. 530.

The opposition, from various quarters,
to this ¢ History™ produced, in 1786, the
¢ History of early Opinions concerning
Jesus Christ,”” in four volumes, dedicated to
his munificent friend, Mrs. Rayner, a work
still more fruitful of coutroversy, and
which engaged the authorin its defence
through several succeeding years.

23 In Reflections to his Sermon on Free
Inquiry, preached Nov. 5, 1785, Dr.
Priestley thus expressed himself : & The
present silent propagation of truth may
even be compared to those causes of na-
ture which lie dormant for a time, but
which in proper: circumstances act with
the greatest violence. We are, as it were,
laying gunpowder, grain by grain, under

not only as the chief. herestarch in
matters of doctrine, but as the most
dangerous and inveterate enemy of
the established church in its connec-
tion with the state. Some of the cler-

y of Birmingham having warmly op-
posed the dissenters’ claims, Dr.
Priestley published a series of ¢ Fa-
miliar Letters to the Inhabitants of
Birmingham,” on this and other to-
pics connected with religion, which
were probably not less provoking to
the adverse party from the style of
ironical pleasantry in which they were
written.?* In this state of irritation,

the 0ld building of error and superstition,

which a single spark may hereafter in-
flame, so as to produce an instantaneous
explosion, in consequence of which that
edifice, the erection of which has been the
work of ages, may be overturned in a mo-
ment, and so effectually, as that the same
fou_ndatlon can never be built upon again.’

The latter of these sentences was very pub-
licly quoted on a memorable occasion,
March 2nd, 1790. Mr. Fox moved in the
House of Commons for the repeal of the
Corporation and Test Acts. Among other
opponents, . appeaied the respectable Sir
W, Dolben then member for Oxford Uni-
versity, Who read from some controveysial
pamphlet the latter alarming sentence,
and appalled the house by dealmo' out the
gunpowder grain by grain. Mr. Courte-
nay, whose pleasantry had often relieved
the tedium of parliamentary debate, at-
tempted to calm the perturbed spirits of the
worthy baronet by reminding him that his

true Church, the best constituted Church

in the world, could be in no danger, as
the gunpowder was designed only to de-
stroy an old building of error and super-
sittion.

The present writer witnessed this scene
fromn the gallery of the House, where among
the crowd collected on the occasion was
Dr. Priestley himself He has mentioned
the fears of Sir W. Dolben, which he at-
tributes to some of the bishops, in his Pre-
face to Fam. Letters, p. 9. The circum-
stance was also ludicrously introduced 1in
Fpistola Macaromca, attributed to Dr.
Geddes.

2t These letters c]neﬂy respect the ac-
cusations brought against Dissenters, and
especially Unitarians, by two clergymen,
Messrs. Madan and Burn. The ground-
less calumny there stated respecting Dr.
Priestley’s interview  with Silas Deane, on
his death-bed, as circulated by the clergy,
but fully exposed by a Baptist minister
“ who was with Mr, Deane when he died,””
shews what a height the odium t/zeologzcum

against Dr. Priestley had attained.



Memoirof the late Rev. Joseph Priestley, LL.D. F. R. S. &c. 9

another cause of animosity was added
by the different feelings concerning
that great event, the French Revo-
lution. Tt is scarcely necessary here
to observe, that in its early periods,
whilst it was hailed by the warm
friends of liberty and reform in Eng-
land, as a noble assertion of the na-
tural rights of man, it was viewed
with apprehension and dislike by
those attached to the existing order
of things. In every considerable
town divisions took place on this sub-
ject, which became the more ranco-
rous, as the events attending the re-
volution were more awful and inte-
resting. The anniversary of the cap-
ture of the Bastille, July 14, had been
kept asa festival by the friends of the
cause, and its celebration was pre-
pared at Birmingham in 1791. Dr.
Priestley declined being present ; but
#n the popular tumult which ensued,
he was particularly the mark of party
fury. His house, with his library,
manuscripts, and apparatus, were
made a prey to the flames; he was
obliged to fly for his life, and with
some difficulty made his escape to a
place of safety, while he was hunted
like a proclaimed criminal. That this
scene of outrage, attended with the
conflagration of many other houses
and places of worship, was rather fa-
voured than controuled by some
whose duty ought to have led them
to active interference for the preser-
vation of the public peace, is undoubt-
ed; at the same time it is not sur-
prising that the rage of party was es-
pecially directed against one who had
so much distinguished himself as a
champion on the adverse side, and
who had made his attacks without
any regard to caution or policy. The
legal compensation which he obtained
for this cruel injury was far short of
the amount of his losses. There were,
however, many admirers of his virtues
and talents, who, regarding him as a
sufferer for his principlés, and a man
deeply injured, exerted themselves to
support him under this calamity.?* He

** In his dppeals, published soon after
the Riots, Dr. Priestley has described the
alarms andinjuries which he suffered,andac-
knowlq@ged.the respectful attentions which
he_refzewed from societies of various de-
scriptions. His letter on receiving an ad-
dress from 2 society which was nat formed
till the following year will be found in M.
Repos. ii. @, 7,

VOL. X. C

was not long after chosen to succeed
his deceased friend, Dr. Price, as mi-
nister to a congregation at Hackney ;
and he joined to it a connexion with
the new dissenting college established
in that place. Resaming his usual
occupations of every kind, he passed
some time in comfort and tranquillity,
for no man was ever blessed with a
mind more disposed to view every
event in life on the favourable side,
or less clouded by care and anxiety.

But party dissension still retaining all

its malignity, he found himself and
his family so much molested by its
assaults, that he resolved finally to
quit a country so hostile to his person
and principles.

He chose for his retreat the United
States of America, induced partly by
family reasons, and partly by the civil
and religious liberty which so emi-
nently prevails under their constitu-
tion. He embarked for that country
in 1794,2° and took up his residence

26 The friends of Dr. Priestley were by
no means equally convinced of the necessity
of his emigration, and he might, perbaps,
have abandoned the design had he remained
in England a few months longer, till the
administration of Pitt, foiled in their at-
tempt to destroy Mr. Hardy and his asso-
ciates, by the forms of law, had lost much
of its imposing influence on popular opi-
nion. That Dr. Priestley for some time
after he resided at Clapton was unappre-
hensive as to himself, we can state from
the most intimate knowledge of the fact.
He was prevented only by the very natural
fears of Mrs. Priestley, and the opinion of
some of his more timid friends from attend-
ing the Anniversary of the Revolution So-
ciety, in 1792, and moving the address
then voted to the National Convention of
France. During the next year, Mr. Burke
appeared foremost in the attempt to excite
a popular odium against his quondam’ ae-
quaintance, employing most illiberally for
that purpose Dr. Priestley’s election te the
National Convention from several depart-
ments, while the same compliment was paid
to Mr. Wilberforce. Family reasons, at
length, suchas Dr. Priestley has explained
in the Preface to his I'ast Sermon for 1794,
and his Memoirs, p. 125, determined his
resolution. It happened thatat the sime

eriod his friend Mr. Palmer, with Mr.
g’luir, &e. were exiled to New South Wales,
The present writer, who has never ceased
to regret the late cominencement of his
personal acquaintance with Dr. Priestley,
was taking leave of him at the Beousc of his
friend, Mr. W. Vaughan, the day before
his departure from London, when the Doe-
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at the town of Northumberland in
Pennsylvania, which he was first in-
duced to visit on account of a settle-
ment in that part of the state pro-
jected by his son and some other
gentlemen, but which did not take
place. It was a considerable labour
in this remote situation to get about
him a well-furnished library and a
chemical laboratory, but this he at
length effected.?” Having declined
o chemical professorship in Philadel-
phia, and being engaged in no pub-
lic duty, he was able to devote his
whole time to his accustomed pur-
suits ;-and the world was soon in-
formed of his proceedings as an ex-
perimental philosopher, and as a
writer. Theology continued to be
the subject nearest to his heart, and
his sense of its importance increased
with his years, Political animosity
pursued him in some degree to the
Vestern world, and during the ad-
ministration of Mr. Adams he was
regarded by the American govern-
ment with suspicion and dislike. That
of Mr. Jefferson, however, was friend-
ly to him, and he outhived all dis-
quiet on this head. 'T'he death of

tor received a pious and affectionate letter
from W. Skirving, one of the exiles from
Scotland, then a prisoner awaiting his de-
portation, to whomm he was a personal
stranger, and who probably held a differ-
ent creed, but who appcared from pas-
sages in the letter, to have attached him-
self to the study of prophecy, and to have
been strongly attracted to some of Dr.
Priestley’s speculations on that subject..

W. Skirving was not a young man when

exiled, and died soon after his arrival in
New South Wales. One of his letters, in-
terspersed with scriptural allusion, was
read by the prosecutors of Mr. Hardy, and
came under the observation of Lord Chief
Justice Eyre, who exclaims, “ What does
this mysterious man mecan ? ~ What is this
tabernacle of righteousness to be crected
at once without anarchy and confusion ?’
Trial, iv. 426. Gallio cared for none of
lhese things.

27 In M. Repos. (vi. 72,) are two letters
from Dr. Priestley, dated June, 1794,
soon after his arrival in Ameriea. They
serve to shew the difficulties and delays ke
cncountered in resuming his experiments,
These leters were addressed to My, Parker,
whose father, one of the few survivors
among Dr. Priestley’s carly benefactors, is
mentioned by him (Mem. p. 93,) as a ge-
uerous contributor to his philosophical pur-
suits,
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his youngest son, and afterwards of
his excellent wife, together with other
domestic calamities, were severe
trials of his fortitude ; but his temper
and principles carried him through
without any diminution of his habi-
tual serenity and pious resignation.?®
A severe illness which he suffered in
Philadelphia laid the foundation of a
debility of his digestive organs, which
gradually brought on a state of bo-
dily weakness whilst his mind con-
tinued in full possession of all its fa-
culties. In January, 1804, it became
manifest to himself and others that he
had not long to live, and this warn-
ing operated upon him to lose no time
in finishing theliterary tasks in which
he was engaged, and particularly in
putting into a state fit for the press a
work in which he was greatly inter-
ested. He had long been preparing
two considerable publications, which
were, a Church-history, and notes
on all the books of Scripture, and had
learned with great satisfaction that
his friends in England had raised a
subscription to enable him to print
ihem without risk. Like a man set-
ting his affairs in order previously to
a journey, he continued, to the last
hour of his life, with the utmost
calmness and self-collection, giving
directions relative to his posthumous
publication, intermixed with dis-
courses expressive of the fullest con-
fidence in those cheering views of
future existence that his theological
systemn opened to him ; and on Feb.
6, 1804, in the 71st year of his age,
he expired so quietly, that they who
sat beside him did not perceive the
last struggle. |

Dr. Priestley was a man of per-
fect simplicity of character, laying
open his whole mind and purpose on

8 His youngest son, Henry, died in
1795. There is an edifying account of the
father’s deportment at the grave of this
promising child, by a witness of the scene,
in M. Rep. i. 396. Mrs. Priestley sur-
vived her son not many months, leaving
behind her another son, who deseribes her
in the continuation of his father’s Memoirs,
P- 193, as ¢ supporting him under all his
trials and sufferings with a constancy and
perseverance”  well deserving her hus-
band’s eulogium, as expressed in his diary,
that she “ was of a noble and generous

mind and cared much for others, and little
for hersclf through life.” .
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all occasions, and always pursuing
avowed ends by direct means. In
integrity and disinterestedness, in the
strict performance of every social
duty, no one could surpass him. His
temper was easy and cheerful, his af-
fections were kind, his dispositions
friendly. Such was the gentleness
and sweetness of his manner in social
intercourse, that some who had en-
tertained the strongest prejudices
against him on account of his opi-
nions, were converted into friends on
a personal acquaintance. Of the
warm and lasting attachment of his
more intimate friends a most honour-
able proof was given, which he did
not live to know. 1t being under-
stood in England that he waslikely
to suffer a loss of 200/ in his annual
income, about forty persons joined in
making up a sum of 450/, which was
meant to be continued annually dur-
ing life. No man who engaged so
much in controversy, and suffered so
much from maliguity, was ever more
void of ill-will towards his opponents.
If he was an eager controversialist, it
was because he was very much in
earnest on all the subjects into which
he entered, not because he had any
personalities to gratify. If now and
then he betrayed a little contempt
for adversaries whom he thought
equally arrogant and incapable, he
never used the language of animosity.
Indeed, his mnecessarian principles
coincided with his temper in pro-
ducing a kind of apathy to the ran-
cour and abuse of antagonists. In
his intellectual frame were combined
quickness, activity, acuteness, and
that inventive faculty which is the
characteristic of genius. These qua-
lities were less suited to the laborious
investigations of what is termed eru-
dition, than to the argumentative
deductions of metaphysics, and the
experimental researches of natural

hilosophy. Assiduous study had,
ﬁawever, given him a familiarity with
the learned languages sufficient in
general to render the sense of authors
clear to him ; and he aimed at no-
thing more. In his own language he
was contented with facility and per-
spicuity of expression, in which he
remarkably excelled.

The writings of Dr. Priestley were
50 ,!lun’l,ergyﬁ,"‘ﬁhat they form a num-
ber of articles in each of the follow-

i1

ing classes: Gepgpral Philosophy ;
Puneumatic Chemistry ; Metaphysics;
Civil Liberty ; Religious Liberty ;
Ecclesiastical History ; Evidences of
the Christian Revelation; Defences
of Unitarianism ; Miscellaneous Theo-
logy ; Miscellaneous Literature. A
particular enumeration of them can-
not here be expected ; and in addi-
tion to what has already been noticed,
it will only be attempted to give a
concise view of what he effected in
the three branches of science for
which he was most distinguished.

it is as a chemical philosopherthat
he stands highest in the capacity of
an inventor or discoverer, and it is
in this character that his name will
probably Le chiefly known t6 poste-
rity.2? The manner in which his
inquities into the nature of aériform
fluids commenced has already been
mentioned. They had conducted him
khefore 1772 to the knowledge of the
nitrous and muriatic airs, the appli-
cation of the former as a test of the
purity of common air, and many facts
respecting the processes by which
air is diminished or deteriorated. In
1774 he made his fundamental dis-
covery (which was also made about
the same time by Scheele) of pure,
or what he termed dephlogisticated
air. In 1776 he communicated to
the Royal Society some curious re-
marks on respiration, and the mode
in which the blood acquires its co-
lour from the air; and in 1778 he
discovered the property of vegeta-
bles growing in the light to correct
impure air. By his subsequent ex-
periments, a variety of other aériform
bodies, and new modes of the pro-
duction of those already known, the
revivification of metallic calces in in-

29 If Dr. Priestley, approved himself,
as we believe, an eminent instrument of
the Divine Goodness, in displaying the
simplicity that is in Christ, so long ob-
scured by the forms of man’s invention,
we trust there is a character, far above
that of a philosopher, by which he will be
known to late posterity, and with increas-
ing veneration. Dr. Priestley, as our
friend, whose interesting biography we
have attempted to illustrate in these notes,
will readily admit, appears always to have
estcened a Christian the highest style of
man, and to have valucd his scientific re-
putation chiefly as it might attract atten-
tion to his thcological pursuits,



12

flammable air, 4% the generation of
air from water, were added to the
stock of facts in this branch of che-
mistry. On the whole, it may be af-
firmed that to no single inquirer has
pneumatic chemistry beeun indebted
so much as to Dr. Priestley, whose
discoveries gave it a new form, and
chiefly contributed to make it the
basis of a system which has super-
seded all prior ones, and opens a
boundless field for improvement in
the knowledge of nature and the
processes of art. It is remarkable
however that he himself remained to
the end of his life attached to that
phlogistic theory which he had im-
bibed, and which the French che-
mists had been supposed entirely to
haveoverthrown. Some of his latest
writings of this class were attacks
upon the antiphlogistic theory, of
which he lived to be the sole emi-
nent opposer. It is proper to observe,
that no experimentalist was ever
more free from jealousy, or the petty
vanity of prior discovery. The pro-
gress of knowledge was his sole ob-
ject, regardless whether it was pro-
moted by himself or another; and

he made public the results of his ex- -

periments whilethey were yet crude
and unsystematic, for the purpose of
engaging others in the same track of
inquiry.

1n the science of metaphysics, Dr.
Priestley distinguished himselfas the
strenuous advocate of Dr. Hartley’s
theory of association, upon which he
founded the systems of materialism
and of necessity, as legitimate infer-
ences. No writer has treated these
abstruse subjects with more acuteness
and perspicuity ; and notwithstand-
ing the load of obloquy heaped upon
him on account of the supposed ten-
dencies  of his doctrines (obloquy
which he disregarded, and tenden-
cies which he denied), he estabiished
a high reputation 1in this branch of
philosophy, and effected a great
change in the mass of public opinion.
Indifference may hereafter prevail
respecting these topics ; but as long
as they remain subjects of discussion,
his writings will probably be consi-
dered as the ablest elucidations and
defences of the theories proposed in
them. '

In theology, Dr. Priestley, if not
absolutely the founder of a sect, is
yet to be regarded as a great leader

dissenters’’
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among a particular class of Christians.
Passing through all the changes from
Calvinism to Arianism, Socinianism,
and finally to an Unitarian system in
some measure his own, he remained
through the whole progress a firm
believer in the Jewish and Christian
revelations, and their zealous de-
fender against all attacks. Asit was
not in his temper to be either dubious
or indifferent, he entered with great-
er earnestness than most of those
called rational dissenters into dispu-
tations upon doctrinal points;*° and,

3¢ Dr. Priestley, in 1772, when he
quitted the congregation at Leeds, appears
to have regarded the pulpit as ¢ almost en-
tirely sacred to the important business of

_inculecating just maxims of conduet, and

recommending a life and conversation be-
coming the purity of the gospel.” Pref.
Farewell Serm. p. 7. This inoffensive,
though as experience has shewn, inade-
quate method of Christian teaching, has
been highly approved and is probably still
adopted by some who have not Dr. Priest-
ley’s opportunities of fully declaring them-~
selves on other occasions. Dr. Priestley
himself must have gradually made his pul-
pit-instructions more declaratory of his
opinions, while he so generally preferred
the primitive custom of an exposition to
the comparative innovation of a sermon.
The Biographer has well remarked that
Dr. Priestley ¢ entered more than rational
in general ¢ into doctrinal
points.”” He had indeed reason to complain
of those dissenters who, confining their
published sentiments to Christian genera-
lities, left him to be regarded as almost
singular in his keretical aberrations, a
very monster in theology. An excellent
man, whom we had the happiness to know,
the early and constant friend of Dr. Priest-
ley, fell, we think, under this charge,
probably from his mildness of disposition,
certainly from no sordid motive. Dr. Kip-
pis, in his Life of Lardner, 1788 (p.61),
proposes, ‘¢ when certain pressing engage-
ments are discharged, to impart to the
public a few candid reflections on some
late, and indeed still subsisting theological
disputes.”® Yet it was left to his friend
who preached the sermon on his justly la-
inented death to inform the congregation
whose Christian instruction and+devotion
Dr. K. had promoted for many years, that
he was an Unitarian. The present writer
well knew a lady, who had been long of
his congregation, and his intimate friend,
who expressed surprise and disapproba-
tion when once Dr. Priestley preached for
him. It must, we think, be admitted,
that neither this excellent man, nor Lard-

ner, not to mention Locke and Newton,
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2s has been already - observed, car-
ried further than they did, his no-
tions of religious discipline. In short,
religion was to him the most impor-
tant -of all concerns, and that which
chiefly excited the ardour of his
mind. The essentials of the system
in which he finally settled were,
the proper humanity of Christ, in-
cluding the rejection of his miracu-
Jous conception, and of the doctrine
of atonement ; and a future state, 1n
which punishment is to be only emen-
datory, and all rational beings are to
be finally happy: this was an infe-
rence from the doctrine of necessity
combined with that of the benevo-
lence of the Deity. He rejected an
intermediate state of existence, and
founded all his expectations of a future
life upon revelation alone. Of the
very numerous publications in which
he proposed and defended his theo-
logical opinions, a great part were
temporary and occasional. Those
which may be deemed most durable
and important are, his “ Institutesof
Natural and Revealed Religion,” his
““ Letters to a philosophical Unbe-
liever,” his explanations of Scripture,
and his inquiries into the faith of the
early Christians, which he endea-
voured to prove to have been con-
formable to the Unitarian system.,
To the study of scripture he was ex-
tremely attached, and he paid a re-
verent respect to its historical and
prophetic authority. He published
several works in practical divinity,
of which, two sermons, on Habitual
Devotion, and on the Duty of not
living to ourselves, are of singular
excellence:??

did justice to their opinions or their cha-
racters in their faint and tardy declara-
tions against generally rececived and esta-
blished errors. It is painful to those who
revere the memory of the latter, to find
them praised as enlightened believers, by
a Wilberforce or a More, in the same
work where they censure Unitarians as,
according to Baxter, scarce Christians.
! These Discourses have been largely
circulated among the tracts of the Unita-
rian Society. Fora complete enumeration
of Priestley’s works we must refer to a
catalogue annexed to his Mem. Vol. ii.—
Their number (108) and their variety serve
to shew how constantly the author bore in
mind the sentiment which he adopted from
Hippocrates, as a motto to his seal, Ars
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Of his other wvritings, the most
important have been wmentioned in
the narrative of his life. Among
these, his Histories of Electricity,
and of Vision, are perhaps the only
ones by which his name would have
been perpetuated, had it been de-
void of so many other passports to
immortality.’?

EESSFN—
A Short Memoir of the Rev. Robert
Fdward Garnham.

[Printed but not published.]

R. GARNHAM was born at

Bury St. Edmunds, May 1ist,
1753, and was the only surviving
child of the Rev. Robert Garnham,
many years master of the Free Gram-
mar School at Bury, and rector of
Nowton and Hargrave, in Suffolk.*
His mother was Mary, daughter of
Mr. Benton, and sister of the late
Edward Benton, Esq. secondary in
the Court of King’s Bench. Mr.
Garnham received his school-educa-
tion under the tuition of his father.
who justly supported a considerable
reputation for classical learning. He
was removed from Bury school, and
admitted of Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, in 1770, and the following

———

longa, vita brevis. We trust that a plan
now in contemplation, for publishing by
subscription, the whole of Priestley’s works,
except the scientific, will very soon be
commaunicated to the public.

3t Besides various particulars respecting
the character and opmions of Priestley,
interspersed through successive volumes of
the M. Repos., we may refer especially to
his ¢¢ Historical Eulogy,”” by Cuvier, Se.
cretary to the National Institute of France,
i. 216, 328, to an account of him in his
residence at Northumberland, America, by
Mr. Wm. Bakewell, of Melbourn, i. 393,
505, 564, 622, to his culogium by the
venerable Christian Patriot, and Philan-
thropist, Wywvill, ii. 464, to the character
of Priestley by his successor at Leeds, the
late Mr. Wood, iii. 401, and to V. F’s,
interesting sketch of that part of his life,
in which he was connected with the Way-
rington Academy, viii, 226—231. R,

* He was formerly Fellow of Trinity
College, Cambridge, and took the degree
of B. A. 1737, and M. A. 1747. After
having retired some years from his school,
he died at Bury, Nov. 8th, 1798, aged
82. Mis widow survived hmm little more
than twelve months, dying at Bury, Dee.
Ath, 1799, aged 79. They were buried n.
the chancel of the parish church of Nowton.
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year was e¢lected scholar. In 1774,
he was admitted to his degree of
B. A. which he obtained with credit
to his College and himself, and was
- elected Fellow in 1775, and preceed-
ed M. A. in 1777. In 1793, he was
elected college-preacher, and, in INo-
vember, 1797, was advanced into the
Seniority. e was ordained deacon,
March 3d, 1776, in Park-street Cha-
pel, Westminster, by Dr Phihp
Young, then Bishop of Norwich ;
and afterwards entered on the cura-
ctes of Nowton and Great Welna-
tham, in the neighbourhood of Bu-
ry. Oa June 15th, 1777, he was
ordained priest in Trinity College
Chapel, by Dr. Hinchliffe, then
Bishop of Peterborough and Master
of the College. But in the course of
his studying the scriptures, he was
led to distinguish between the re-
vealed word of God, and the. accu-
mulated aind heterogeneous doctriues
and commandments of men. lIie se-
riously considered and weighed the
respect which was scverally duc to
divine and human authority ; and the
unqualified assent which every offi-
cial repetition of the public scrvice
of the church not only implied, but
was understqod to express. It was
not, however, till after thc coolest
deliberation, and most entire con-
viction, that he determined never to
repeat his subscription to the thirty-
nine articles for any preferment which
he might become cntitled to from the
college patronage, or which might
be offered to him from anv other
aquarter. Agrecably to and’ consis-
tently with this state of mind, he re-
signed, at Midsumnmer, 1789, the
«garacies in which he was then en-
mgaged, and resolved thenceforward
to decline officiating in the ministry.

Mr. Garnham's hicaith was never ro-
bust, and during the last five or six
vears of his lifc he suffered much
from sickness, which prevented his
residing at Cambridge, after the death
of his father, in 1798, and indisposed
and disqualified him from i pursuing
his former application to his studies.
His indisposition and mfirmities con-
tinued to increase, and, in the sum-
mer of 1801, he evidently appeared
to be much broken. He was long
sensible of his generally declining
health ; and so lately as the 4th of
May, afcw weeks before his death,
he expressed this sentiment, in a pri-

Memoir of the Rev. Robert Edward Garnfiaw.

vate letter, to the writer of this short
memoir.—* 1 shall never again (said
he) be able to read through an octavo
volume ; and 1 have several timesthe
Inst winter seriously thought my
death was not far distant. Perhaps,
if the ensuing summer be a favoura-
ble one, 1 may rally a little; if not,

1 shall despair, and expect to depart

without either feeling or occamomng
a prodigious quantity of regret.” For
somne short time he had eomplained
of an asthma, and on the Saturday
preceding his death, was attack-
ed with an inflammation on the
lungs and breast. He continued till
the morning of the following Thurs-

day, June 24th, 1802, when he de-
parted this hfe, in the 50th year of
his age; and was buried in the chan-
cel of Nowton Church, on Tuesday
the 29th, with all the privacy con-
sistent with customary decency,
whicl: he enjoined his executors to
observe.

Mr. Garnham was well quahﬁed
from his store of general learning,
and from his excellent judgment, to
have shone in the most distinguished
society ; but his natural temper dis-
posed him to retirement from the bu-
sy hum of men: He was, therefore,
generally reserved in mixed and nu-
merous companies ; but he greatly
enjoyed the sccial intercougse of ra-
tional and liberal minds. With his
select and confidential friends, he was
unrestrained in his communications;
nor was he less confidential in any
trust reposed in him, thap he was
devoted to support every profession
of friendship. His attainments, taste,
and success in biblical criticism, and
generaliy 1n classical literature, as
also his acamen in theological con-
troversy, may be satisfactorily ascer-
tained by a reference to his writings.
"These were, indeed, anonymous ;
but the means of access to them will
be made casy by the subjoined ca-
talogue : and, if an ardour for truth,
acufeness of discernment, soundness
of judgment, and clearness of reason-
ing,—if freedem of inquiry, conducted
with a happy mixture of wit and
argument, where the subject or oc-
casion admitted, ean fecommend
theological hterature, his writings
will be read and respected whereyer
they are known.  His private copres-
pondence was peculiarly marked by
accurate observationson the sigus of
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the times, and happy deiineations of
characters which have variously fi-
gured in his day, and whose move-
ments came within his own know-
ledge, or were of unquestioned pub-
lic notoriety. ‘

His benevolence was best Xnown
to his more intimate friends; and
nothing but his death releases the
haand which writes this short memcir
from the restriction of private confi-
dence on this particular subject. It
was in the course of our unreserved
correspondence, immediately after
the failure of a bank, at Bury, in
179%, which involved his father and
himself in no inconsiderable loss, that
he wrote, in reply
proposed to him on that occasion. . .
“But it will not be in my
power to accept the very friendly
invitation, till after the nextdividend.
Upon the bankruptey taking plaece,
1 determined, -if possible, rot to fail
in any one of the little douceurs
was in the habit of bestowing in the
eleemosynary way, to a few persons
with whose necessities I am acguaint-
ed ; and as it is impossible to lose
the best part of a year’s income, with-
out making retrenchments somewliere,
I was prompt in deciding that the
abridgment should be in personal
gratifications; of which the greatest
T certainly esteem that of presenting
myself before my London friends.”
—See Monthly Magazine, Vol. xiv.
Pp- 89, 103.

CATALOGUE OF HIS WRITINGS.

No. 1. Examination of Mr. Har-
rison’s Sermon, preached in the ca-
thedral church of St. Paul, London,
before the L.ord Mayor, on May 25th,
1788---1739.

2. Letter to the Right Rev. the
Bishop of Norwich, (Dr. Bagot) re-
questing him to name the Prelate to
whom he referred as ¢ contending
strenuously for the general excel-
tence of our present authorised traus-
lation of the Bible,” 178¢).

3. Letter to the Right {’cv. the
Bishop of Chester, (Dr. (Tleaver) on
the subject of two Sermons v dvsaed

' —— ———e

e a o - .

to what 1 had .

e s S
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by him to the Clergy of hLis diocese ;
comprchending aiso z vindication of
the late Bishop Hoadly, 170600

4. Review of r. Hay's Sermon,
intitled ¢ Thoughts cu the Athana-

sian Crecd,” prcached April 12th,
1790, at the visitation of the Arch-

deacon of Bucks, 1790.

5. Outline of a Commentary on
Revelations xi. (---14. 1794.

6. A Sermon preached in the cha-
pel of Trinity College, Cambridge,
on Thursday, Dec. 10th, 17908, the
daz appeinted for the commemoration
of the benefactors to that society, 1794,

PAPERS IN ‘° COMMENTARIES AND

EssAvse,” stGNED SYNERGUS.

1. Vol. I. 1786. Art. V. p. 94---
111. A Paraphrase and Notes on
Romans v. 8---18. 2. Art. XL. p.
467---509. Observations on part of
the 8th, 11th, and 12th chapters of
Dazniel.

3. Vol. Il. 1801. Art. XUll. p. 1--~
8. An Illustration of 1 Cor. x. 14---
24. 4. Art. XIX. p. 123---252. A Sum-
mary View of the Propheccies relating
to Antichrist, contained in the wri-
tings of Damiel, Paul, Peter, Jude,
and John, 5. Art. XX. p. 253--267.
On the Forensic Metaphors adopted
in the New Testament, 6. Art. XXI.
p- 268---278.  On the terms Redemp-
tion, lRansom, Purchase, &c. adopted
in thg New Testament. 7. Art. XXIIL.
p. 2709---3ti. On the Sacrificial
Phrases adopted in the New Testa-
ment.

PAPERS IN THE “ THEOLOGICAL RE-
» POSITORY.”

1. Vol. V. 1788. p. 38---50, signed
Lreunetes. Observations on Isaiah
vil. 10---23. vill 5---19, 2. p. 273---
28%., Observations on various Texts
of Scripture, signed Firesncies.

3. Vol. VL. 17885, p. 60---78. signed
Ereunetes.  in the Oblation of Isaac,
as fiecurative of the eatle of Christ.
Ao 435---1720 siened ddrola. Om
ihe  Ilyan torctoldd by Malochi. 5.
p, Qlg---und, siwned Idiote. An In-
quiry mto the Tune at which the
Kanedom of Heaven will comunence,

~ J. D.

et o e ———

CEXTRACTS FROM ®N05 PUBMICATIONS.

The Fathers.

[From Edinburgh Review, Nov. 1814,
No. 47. Vol. xxiv. pp. 58—63. Revicew
of Boyd’s Translations.]

X had thought that the merits
of the fathers were beginning to

Mkm“»— —_

bepretty Cudy estinated 5 that, what-
cver reverence might still be due to
those eminent men, for ithe sanctity
of theie Hives, their laborious lucuo-
brations, their zeal ond mtrepidity in
thic canse of the church, and all those
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solemn and imposing lights, in which
their nearness to the rising sun of
Christianity places them ; yet, that
the time of their authority over con-
science and opinion was gone by ;
that they were no longer to be re-
garded as guides either in faith or in
morals ; and that we should be quite
within the pale of orthodoxy in say-
ing that, though admirable martyrs
and saints, they were, after all, but
indifferent Christians. In point of
style, too, we had supposed that cri-
ticism was no longer dazzled by their
sanctity ; that few would now agree
with the learned jesuit, Garasse,that
a chapter of St .Augustine on the Tri-
nity is worth all the Odes of Pindar;
that, in short, they had taken their
due rank among those affected and
rhetorical writers, who flourished in
the decline of ancient literature, and
were now, like many worthy authors
we could mention, very much re-
spected and never read.
- 'We had supposed all this ; but we
find we were mistaken. An eminent
dignitary of the Church of England
has lately shewn that in his opinion
at least, these veterans are by no
means invalided in the warfare of
theology ; for he has brought more
than seventy volumes of them into
the field against the Calvinists. And
here is Mr. Boyd, a gentleman of
much Greek, who assures us that the
Homilies of St. Chrysostom, the Ora-
tions of St. Gregory Nazianzen, and
—proh pudor !—the Amours of Daph-
nis and Chloe are models of elo-
quence, atticism, and fine writing.
Mr. Boyd has certainly chosen the
safer, as well as pleasanter path,
through the neglected field of learn-
ing ; for, tasteless as the metaphors
of the fathers are in general, they are
much more innocent and digestible
than their arguments ; as the learned
bishop we have just alluded to may,
perhaps, by this time acknowledge ;
having found, we suspect, that his
seventy folhios are, like elephants in
battle, not only ponderous, but dan-
gerous auxihanes, which, when once
let loose, may be at least as formida-
ble to friends as tofoes. This, indeed,
has always been a characteristic of
the writings of the fathers. This am-
bidextrous faculty—this sort of Swiss
versatility in fighting equally well on
both sides of the question, has dis-

The Fatkeys.

‘tinguished them through the whole
history of theological controversy :em—
the same authors, the same ges
have heen quoted with equal confi-
dence, by Arians and Athanasians,
Jesuits and Jansenists, Transubstan-
tiators and T'ypifiers. Noris it omnly
the dull and bigoted who have had
recourse to these self-refuted authori-
ties for their purpose ; we often find
the same anxiety for their support,
the same disposition to account them,
as Chillingworth says, ¢ Fathers when
for, and children when against,’ in
quarters where a greater degree of
good sense and fairness might be ex-
pected. Even Middleton himself,
who makes so light of the opinions of
the fathers, in his learned and manly
inquiry into miracles, yet courts their
sanction with much assiduity for his
favourite system of allegorizing the
Mosaic history of the creation; a
point on which, of all others, their
alliance is most dangerous, as there is
no subject upon which their Pagan
imaginations have rioted more ungo-
vernably. A
The errors of the primitive docto

of the church; their Christian hea-
thenism and heathen Christianity,
which led them to look for the Tri-
nity among those shadowy forms
that peopled the twilight groves of the
academy, and to array the meek,
self-humbling Christian in the proud
and iron armour of the Portico; their
bigoted rejection of the most obvious
truths in natural science; the bewil-
dering vibration of their moral doc-
trines, never resting between the ex-
tremes of laxity and rigour ; - their
credulity, their inconsistencies of
conduct and opinion, and. worst of
all, their forgeries and falsehoods,
have already been so often and ‘so
ably exposed by divines of all coun-
tries, religions and sects; the Du-
pins, Mosheims, Middletons,Clarkes,
Jortins, &c. that it seems superfluous
to add another line upon the subject :
though we are not quite sure that, in
the present state of KEurope, a dis-
cussion of the merits of the fathers is
not as seasonable and even fashionable
a topic as we could select. At a
time when the Inquisition is re-esta-
blished by our beloved Ferdinand ;
when the Pope again brandishes the
keys of St. Peter with an air worthy
of a successor of the Hildebrands and
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Perettis ; when canenization is about
‘to be inflicted on another Louis, and
little silver models of embryo princes
‘are gravely vowed at the shrine of
the virgin : in times.like theseit-is not
too much to expect that such enligh-
tened authors s St. Jerome and Ter-
tullian may soon become the classics
of most of the continental courts. We
shall therefore make no further apo-
logy, for prefacing our remarks upon
Mr. Boyd's trauslation with a few
brief and desultery notices of some of
the most distinguished fathers and
their works. | : »
- St. Justin, the martyr, is usually
considered as the well-spring of most
of those strange errors which flowed
89 abundantly through the early ages
of the Church, and spread arouznd
them in their course such luxuriance
of absurdity. The most amiable, and
therefore the least contagious of his
heterodoxies,* was that which led
him to patronize the souls of Socrates
and other Pagans, in counsideration of
those glimmerings of the divine Lo-
goswhich hisfancy discovered through
the dark night of heathenism. The
absurd part of this opinion rematned,
-while its tolerant spirit evaporated.
And while these Pagans were still al-
lowed to have known something of
the Trinity, .they were yet damned
for not knowing more, with most un-
relenting orthodoxy.

- The belief of an -intercourse be-
tween angels and women, founded
upon a false version of a text in Ge-
nesis, and of an abundant progeny of
demons in' consequence, is one of
those monstrous notions of St. Justin,
and other fathers, which show how
little they had yet purged off the
grossness of heathen mythology, and
in how many respects theirhcaven was
but Olympus with other names :---
Yet we can hardly be angry with
them for this error, when we recol-
lect,, that possibly to their enamoured
angels we owe the beautiful world of

* Still more benevolent was Oiigen’s
never-to-be-forgiven dissent from the doc-
trine of eternal dammnation. To this amia-
ble weakness, more than any thing else,
this father seems to have owed the forfeiture
ef his rank in the Calendar; and in re-
turn for his anxiety te réscue the human
race from helly; he hes been sent thither
himself by more than ene Catholic theolo-
gian,

VoL. X. »

wanted Po

tings of these holy

1 ¥4

Sylphs and Gnomes, and that, per-
haps, at this moment, we mighthave
's most excellent Poem,
if the Septuagint Version had trans-
Iated the book of Genesis correctly.

This doctrine, as far as it concerned

angelic natures, was at length indig.
nantly disavowed by St. Chrysostom.
But deemons were much too useful a

race to be so easily surrendered to

reasoning or ridicule; there was no
getting up a decent miraele without
them, exorcists would have been out

of employ, and saints at a loss for

the wri-
, doctors abound
with such storvies of deemoniacal pos-

temptation :--- Accordingly,

‘session, as make us alternately smile
b

at their weakness, and blush for their
dishonesty. Nor are they chargeable
only with the impostures of theirown
times ; the sanction they gave to this
petty diabolism has made them re-
sponsible for whole centuries of jug-
gling. Indeed, whoever is anxious to

contemplate a picture of human folly

and human knavery, at the same

time ludicrous and melancholy, may

find it in a history of the exploits
of deemons, from the days of the
Fathers down to modern times;
from about the date of that theatrical
little devil of Tertuilian, (so trium-
phantly referred to by Jeremy Col-
lier), who claimed a right to take
possession of a woman in the theatre
(¢ because he there found her on his
own ground’), to the gallant deemouns
commemorated by Bodin and Remi-
gius, and such tragical farces as the
possession of the Nuns of Loudon.
'The same features of craft and du-
pery are discoverable through the
whole from beginning to end ; and
when we have read of that iracu-
lous person, Gregory Thaumaturgus,
writing a famillar epistle to Satan,
and then turn to the story of the
young Nun, in Bodin, in whose box
was found a love-letter ¢ a son cher
deemon,” we nced not ask more per-
fect specimens of the two wretched
extremes of imposture and credulity,
than these two very different letter-
writers afiord.

T'he only class ofdemons whoseloss
we regret, and whose visitations we
would gladly have restored to us, are
those ¢ seducing sprites, who, as
Theophilus of Antioch tells us, ¢ con-
fessed themselves to be the same that
bad iuspired the heathen poets.’ The
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learned Father has not favoured us
with any particulars of these interest-
ing spirits; has said nothing of the
ample wings of fire, which, we doubt
not, the deemons of Homer and Pindar
spread out, nor described the laugh-
ing eyes of Horace’s Familiar, noreven
the pointed tail of the short devil of
Martial ; but we own we should like
10 see such cases of possession in our
days; and though we Reviewers are
a kind of exorcists, employed to cast
out the eivil dzemon of scribbling, and
‘even pride ourselves upon having per-
formed some notable cures ; from such
‘dzemoniacs we would refrain with re-
‘verence ; nay, so anxiously dread the
escape of the spirit, that, for fear of
‘accidents, we would not suffer a saint
to come near them.

The beliefof a millerium or temporal
reign of Christ, during which the
-faithful were to beindulged in all sorts
of _sensual gratifications, may be
‘reckoned among those gross errors,
for which neither the porch nor the
‘academy are accountable, but which
grew up in the rank soil of oriental fa-
naticism, and were nursed into doc-
‘trines of Christianity by the Fathers.
Though the world’'s best religion
comes from the East, its very worst
superstitions have sprung thence also
-as in the same quarter of the heavens
arises the sun-beam that gives life to
‘the flower, and the withering gale that
blasts it. There is scarcely one of these
fantastic opinions of the Fathers that
may not be traced among the fables
of the antient Persians and Arabians.
The voluptuous Jerusalem of St. Jus--
tin and Irenzeus may be found in
those glorious gardens of Iram, which
were afterwards converted into the
Paradise of the Faithful by Mahomet;
and their enarmoured ¢Sons of God’
may be paralleled in the angels Harut
and Marut of Lastern story, who,
bewildered by theinfluence of wine
and beauty, forfeited their high ce-
lestial rank, and were degraded into
teachers of magic upon earth. The
mischievous absurdity of some of the
moral doctrines of the Fathers ; the
state of apathy to which they would
reduce their Gnostic or perfect Chris-
tiam ; their condemnation of marriage
and their Monkish fancies about oe-
libacy ; the extreme to winch they
carried their notions of patience, even
to the prohibition of all resistance to
aggression, _though the aggressor

‘their possessions,
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aimed at life itself; the strange doc-
trine of St. Augustine, that the Saints
are the only lawful proprietors of the
things of this world, and that the
wicked have no right whatever to
howeter human
laws may decree to the contrary;
the indecencies in which too many of
them have indulged in their writings ;
the profane frivolity of Tertullian, in
making God himself prescribe the
length and measure of women’s veils,
in a special revelation'to some ecstatic
spinster ; and the moral indignation
with which Clemens Alexandrinus
inveighs against white bread, - peri-
wigs, coloured stuffs and lap-dogs!
all these, and many more such puerile
and pernicious absurdities open a wide
field of weedy fancies, for ridicule to
skim, and good sense to trample upon:
---But we must content ourselves with
referring to the works that have been
written upon this subject; particu-
larly to the treatise ¢ de la Morale des
Péres’ of Barbeyrac; which, though
as dull and tiresome as could reasona-
bly be expected from the joint efforts
of the Fathers of the Church and a
Law professor of Groningen, abun-
dantly proves that the moral tenets of
these holy men are for the most part
unnatural, fanatical and dangerous ;
founded upon false interpretations of
holy writ, and the most gross and
anile ignorance of human nature ; and
that a community of Christians, form-
ed upon their plan, is the very Uto-
pia of monkery, idleness and fanati-
cism. -
Luckily, the impracticability of
these wretched doctrines was in gene-
ral a sufticient antidote to their mis-
chicf: But there were two maxims,
adopted and enforced by many of the
Fathers, which deserve to be branded
with particular reprobation, not only
because they acted upon them conti-
nually themselves, to the disgrace of
the holy cause in which they were
engaged, but because they have trans-
mitted their contamination to poste-
rity, and left the features of Christian-
ity to this day disfigured by their
taint. The first of these maxims—we
give it in the words of Mosheim—was,
‘ that it is an act of virtue to deceive
and lie, when by such means” the {ii-
terests of the church may be promot-
cd.’” To this profligate principle the
worbd owes, not only the fables and
forgeries of these primitive times, but
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many of those evasions, those com-
promises between conscience and ex-
pediency, which are still thought ne-
cessary and justifiable for the support
of religious establishments. So in-
dustrious were the churchmen of the
early ages in the inculcation of this
monstrous doctrine, that we find the
Bishop Heliodorus insinuating it, as
a general principle of conduct, through
the seductive medium of his Romance
Theagenes and Chariclea. The se-
cond maxim, ¢ equally horrible,” says
Mosheim, ¢though in adifferent point
of view, was, that errors in religion,
when maintained and adhered to after
proper admonition, are punishable
with civil penalties and corporeal tor-
tures.” Si. Augustine has the credit
of originating this detestable doctrine;
to him, it seems, we are indebted for
first conjuring up that penual spirit,
which has now, for so many hundred
years, walked the earth, and whose
votaries, from the highest to the
meanest, from St. Augustine down to
Doctor Duigenan, from the perse-
cutors of the African Donatists to the
calumniators and oppressors of the
Irish Catholies, are all equally dis-
araceful to that mild religion,in whose
name they have dared to torment and
subjugate mankind.

With respect to the literary merits
of the Fathers, it will hardly be de-
nied, that to the sanctity of their sub-
jects they owe much of that imposing
effect which they have produced upon
the minds of their admirers. W e have
no doubt that the incoherent rhapso-
dies of the Pythia (whom, Strabo tells
us, the ministers of the temple now
and then helped to a verse) found many
an orthodox critic among their hearers
who preferred them to the sublimest
strains of Homer or Pindar. Indeed,
the very last of the Tathers, St. Gre-
gory the Great, has at once settled
the point for all critics of theological
writings, by declaring that the words
of Divine Wisdom are not amenable
to the laws of the vulgar grammar of
this world ;—¢ non debent verba cee-
lestis originis subesse regulis Donati.’
It must surely be according to some
such code of criticism that Lactantius
has been ranked above Cicero, aud
that Erasmus himself has ventured to
prefer St. Basil to Demosthenes. Iven

the harsh, muddy and ux';intclligkir_kllyle.

Tertulliz}_n, whom Salmasius Pave '1p
in despair, hasfound a warm admirer
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in Balzac, who professes himself en-
chanted with the ¢ black lustre’ of his
style, and compares his obsurity to
the rich and glossy darkness of ebony.
The three Greek Fathers, whom the
writer before us has selected, are in
general considered the most able and
eloquent of any ; and of their merits
our readers shail presently have an
opportunity of judging, as far as a
few specimens frecm Mr. Byod's trans-
lations can enable them :—But, for
our own parts, we confess, ustead of
wondering with this gentleman that
his massy favourites should be ¢ doomed
to a temporary oblivion,” we are only
surprised that such affected declaimers
should ever have enjoyced a better fate;
or that even the gas of holiness with
which they are inflated, could ever
have enabled its coarse and gaudy ve-
hicles to soar so high into the upper
regions of reputation. It is South,
we believe, who has said that ¢ in or-
der to be pious, it is not necessary to
be dull;’ but, even dullness ifself is
far more decorous than the puerile
conceits, the flaunting metaphors, and
all that false finery of rhetorical de-.
clamation, in vwhich these writers have
tricked out their most solemn and im-
portant subjects. Atthe time, indeed,
when they studied and wrote, the
glories of ancient literature had faded 5
sophists and rhetoricians had taken
the place of philosophers and orators ;
nor is it wonderful that from such in-
structors as ILibanius they should.
learn to reason ill and write affectedly.-
But the same florid effeminacies of
style, which in a love-letter of VYhi-
lostratus, or an ecphrasis of Libanius,
are harmless at icast, if not amusing,
become altogether disgusting, when.
applied to sacred topics ; and arelittle
less offensive to piety and good taste,
than those rude exhibitions of the old
moralities, In which Christ and his
apostles appeared dressed out in
trinkets, tiusel, and embroidery. 'The
chief advantage that a scholar calinow .
derive from a perusal of these volumi-.
nous doctors, 1s the hht they throw
upen the rites and tceuets of the Pa-
gans; i the exposure and refutation
of which they aze, as is usunally ihe
case, much more successful 1han i the
defence and iilustration of then own,
In this respect Clemens Aleaindrinus
i1s one of the mo:t valuable; being
chiefly o compiler of the dogmnus. of.
ancient learning, andabounding with
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earious notices of the religion and li-
terature of the Gentiles. Indeed the
manner in which some of the Fathers
have been edited, sufficiently proves
that they were considercd by their
commentators as merely a sort of
inferior classics, upon which to hang
notes about heathen gods and philo-
%Phers Ludovicus Vives, upon the
ity of God’ of St. Augustine, is an
examp‘e of this class of theological
annotators, whom a hint about the
three Graces, or the god of Lampsa-
cus, awakens into more activity than
whole pages about the Trinity and the
resurrection.

The best specimen of eloquence we
have met among the Fathers, at least
that which we remember to have
read with most pleasure, is the Cha-
risteria, or Oration of Thanks, de-
livered by Gregory Thaumaturgus,
to his mstrudor Origen. Though
rhetorical like the rest, 1t is of a more
manly and simple character, anddoes
credit alike to the master and the dis-
ciple. But upon the whole, perhaps
St. Augustine is the author whom---
if ever we should be doomed, in pe-
nance for our sins, to select a Father
for our private reading—we should
choose, as, in our opinion, the least
tiresome of the brotherhood. It is
impossible not to feel interested in
those struggles between passion and
principle, ocut of which his maturer
age rose so triumphant ; and there is
a consclous frailitv mmgling with his
precepts, and at times throwing its
shade over the light of his piety,
which gives his writings an air pecu-
liarly refreshing, after the pompous
rigadity of Chrysostom, the Stoic af-
fectation of Clemens Alexandrinus,
and the antithetical trifling of Gregory
Nazianzen. Ifit were not too for the
indelible stain which his conduct to
the Donatists has left upon his ne-
mory, the philosophic mitdness of his
Tract against the Manichesans, and
the candour with which he praises his
heretical antagonist Pelagius, as ¢ sanc-
tum, bonum et praedicandum virum,’
would have led us to select hisa as zn
example of that tolerating spint,
which-—- we grieve to say---is so very
rare a virtue amoug the saints.-—-
Thcugh Augustine, after the se2son

of his folues wus over, very sedulously
yet he

avouded the society of females,
corresponded with most of the holy
women of his time; and there is a

ttraun of tenderness through many of

The Fathers.

his letters to them, in which his
weakness for the sex rather interest-
ingly betrays itself. It is in the con-
solatory episties, particularl-, that we
discover these embers of his youthful
temperament ;---as in the 93rd to Ita-
lica, on the death of her husband, and
the 263rd, to Sapida, in return for a
garment she had sent him, in the
thoughts of which there is a consi-
derable degree of fancy as well as
tenderness.

We cannot allude to these fair cor-
respondents of Augustine, without
remarking, that the warmest and best
allies of the Fathers, in adoptingtheir
fancics and spreading their miracles,
appear to have been those enthusias-
tic female pupils by grcups of whom
they were all constantly encircled ;---
whose imaginations required but little
fuel of fact, and whose tongues would
not suffer a wonder to cool in cir-
culating. The same peculiarities of
temperament, which recommended
females in the Pagan world, as the
fittest sex to receive the inspirations
of the tripod, made them valuable
agents also in the imposing machinery
of miracles. At the same time it must
be confessed that they performed ser-
vices of a much higher nature; and
that to no cause whatever 1s Chns-
tianity more signally indebted for the
impression it produced in those pri-
mitive ages, than to the pure piety,
the fervid zeal, and heroic devoted-
ness of the female converts. In the
lives of these holy virgins and ma-
trons, in the humility of their be-
lief and the courage of their suffer-
ings, the gospel found a far better il-
lustration than in all .the voluminous
writings of the Fathers :-—-there are
some of them, indeed, whose adven-
tures are sufficieutly romantic, to sug-
gest materials to the poet and the no-
velist ; and Ariosto himself has con-
descendcd to borrow from the le-
gends his curious story of isabella and
the Moor,--—tn the no small horror of
the pious Cardinal Baronius, who'
remzrks with much asperity on the
sacrilege of which ¢ that vulgar poet’
has been guilty, in_daring to intro-
duce this sacred story among his fig-
tions. To the little acquaintance these
women could have formed with the
various dogmas of ancient philosophy,
and tothe unincumbered siate of their

" minds in consequei:ce, may be attri-

buted much of that warmth and clear-
ness, with which the light of Chris-
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sanity shone through them ; where-
:.lsftniny the learned heads of the Fa-
thers, this illumination fopnd a more
dense and coloured medium, which
turned its celestial beam astray, and
tinged it with ail sorts of gaudy 1ma-
inations. Even where these women
indulged in theological reveries, as
they did not embedy their fancies in-

21

to folios, posterity, at least, has been
nothing the worse for them; nor
should we have known the strange
notions of Saint Macrinra about the
soul and the resurrection, if her bro-
ther, Gregory of Nyssa, had not ra-
ther officiously informed us of them,
in the dialogue he professes to have had
with her on these important subjects.

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS,

*

Original Letter of George Fox's.

Sir, Bromley, Jan. 8th, 1815.

He following is a copy of a let-
| ter from George Fox, some va-
riations in spelling excepted. It was
addressed to his wife, who was the
widow of Judge Fell. The original
letter is in my possession, indorsed by
my father, as “ George Fox's own
writing.” It appears to have been
written in 1674, when a prosecution
was pending against hiin for worship-
ping God as his conscience dictated,
and for obeying the command of
Christ, ¢ Swear not at all,”” by refus-
ing to take the oath of allegiance and
supremacy. ‘The details of this pro-
secution are given in his Journal, pp.
462—480.

The letter is curious in several re-
spects: 1st. As to what it says “con-
cerning—black cloth,” the use of
which does not seem to have been

proscribed in George Fox’s family.

2d. Brief as this unquestionably au-
thentic epistle is, the wnter of 1t
twice uses the pronoun “ you’ 1n
addressing his wife, although he says
in his Journal, p. 22, “ When ThE
Lorbp sent me into the world,” mean-
ing about the 24th year of his age,
“1 was required to thee and thou all
men and women, without any respect
to rich or poor, great or small.” 3d.
This letter is said to have been sent
by a person * that had his nick droke
out of the jent,” 1 suppose from
Kingston upon Thames to Swarth-
more Hall, in I.ancashire, where he
resided after his marriage. I subjoin
the narrative of this singular accident
and recovery from ‘his Journal p. 446,
and remain, very respectiuily,
THOMAS FOSTER.

“ Dear Love, to whom is my love
in the Seed that is over all, and to
Thomas* and ali the children. And

Friends live in the peaceable life and
truth that the iord may be glorified
in you all, that hath purchased and
bought you. 1 did write from Ban-
bury and E. Man from London, and
concerning the black cloth Edward
Renald to take care aboutit. And
that you might return that money
you speak of to E. Man for me. And

have been at L.ondon about a week,
and have a copy of my indictment,
and nothing is done as yet, but they
would be wiiling to get it off, and we
shall see this term.

“ '$'he people of the sessionst was
like friends and the Lord’s power was
over all, and they are very fair. Ger-
rard Roboerts was with some of
Woreestershire officers since they
came to London, and [they] do pre-
tend much, some of them that moved
formerly for my going to Worcester.,
L. Feli was well lately and Margaret,
but her boy is very weak, the Lord
strengthen it; poor woman, she is
exercised, but I would have her get
a place of rest, and to settle her mind
in. 'This is John Jay, that had his
neck broke out of the joint, that I do
send this by. So in hLaste my love in
the life, G. i

“ Hangston, Month 3d, Day 17th.”

“ While we were at Shrewsbury,
in East Jersey,” [in 1672) says George
Fox, p. 446, “ an accident befel,
which for the time was a great exercise
to us; John Jay, afriend of Barbadoes
who came with us from Rhode Island,
aud intended toaccompany us through
the woods to Maryland, being to try
a horse, got upon his back, and the
horse fell a running, cast him down
upon his head, and broke his neck, as
the people satd. Those that were
with him took him up as dead, carried
him a good way, and laid him on a
tree. 1 got to him assoon as 1 could;

* Thomas Lower; his wife’s son-in-law,

fy-

1+ At Worcester.
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and feeling him, concluded he was

dead. As I stood by him pityiug him

and his family, I took hold of his hair,
and his head turned any way, his

neck was so limber. Whereupon I

took his head in both my hands, and

setting my knees against the tree, I

raised his head, and perceiving there

was nothing out or broken that way.

Then I put one hand under his chin,

and the other behind his head, and

raised his head two or three times
with all my strength, and browght ¢
an. 1 soon perceived his neck begin
to grow stiff'again, and then he began
to rattle in his throat, and quickly
after to breathe. The people were
amazed ; but I bade thtm have a
good heart, be of good faith, and carry
him mto the house. They did so,
and set him by the fire. 1 bid them
get him something warm to drink,
and put him to bed. After he had
been in the house a while he began
to speak ; but did not know where
he had been. The next day we pass-
ed away (and he with us, pretty well)
about sixteen miles, to a Meeting at

Middletowun, through woods and

bogs, and over a river; where we

swam our horses, and got over our-
selves upon a hollow tree. lauy
hundred miles did he travel with us
after this’.

e —

, Reasons for rejecting the Calvinistic
T heolzyg/. No. 1.
Blackheath, Jan. 2, 1815.

JEN a childI was taught to
consider that system of doc-
trines which i1s contained in the As-
sembly’s Catechism, and which is

a good exhibition of the Calvinistic

creed, as the genuine doctrine of

Christianity. In youth I saw reason

to question the identity of Christianity

and Calvinism, and came at length to
believe that they are as far removed
as truth and falsehood. But retaining
as I do a respect almost to deference
for the talents and virtues of maiy,
between whese religious tenets and
those of the Westminster divines
there 1s little or no difference, 1 have
thought it both decent and safe, to
re-consider in maturer years the
reasons, which have conviiuced wme,
that the Calvimistic system is not

Christianity. In this review it seemed

best to examiue, first of all, the direct

evidence on both sides by a critical

readine of the books of theNew T esta-
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ment. The result was an increase of
conviction, that the orthodox Theo-
logy has originated principally in
misconception of the meaning of the
Apostle Paul in his letters to the
different Churches; and that this
misconception has arisen from inatten-
tion to the circumstances both of the
writer and the Churches, and to the
occasion and object of the letters.
After the critical question it seemed
lawful and just to examine the system
itself, and see if its features are such
as indicate probability of truth. It
was not too much to require, that it
be free from contradiction, that pro-.
fessing to illustrate it shall not de-
stroy the moral attr.butes of deity,
that it maintain the paternal as well
as the judicial character of God, since
Christianity asserts both, that it tend
not to confuse allmoral perception by
requiring that we admire the  display
of justice where the human under-
standing discerns only the want of
it, and that it shall not forbid the-
appeal to human reason while the
system is founded on the supposition
of analogy between thedivine govern--
ment, and human jurisprudence,
the collected reason of man. 1t may
be objected in limine, that to pros
nounce a divine proceeding uujust
because the justice is not apparent to-
tl'e partial view of a finite under-
sitouding, is both arrogant and im--
pious. ‘The proposition is true; but
as an objection to the examination of
any doctrine which professes to be
Christian, it is inapplicable. Christi-
anity proclaims itself to be a display
of divine wisdom and goodness to the
mind of man, a revelation of as much
of the divine government as it is ne-
cessary that he should know, in order
to contemplate the moral character of
his Creator with adoration, gratitude
and confidence. 1t declares, that
God is just and true and merciful,
that as judge of all he cannot do
wrong, that as father of all he 1s in-
finitely good to all, and that his
government 1s without partiality, re-
jecting all distinctions but of moral
quality. Glory, honor and peace to
every man who does good, to the
Jew first and also to the Gentile, for
there is no respect of persons with
God. It is also certain, that the
Apostles of Christ regarded the
Christian dispensation asan emanation
of those  mtoral  attribwtes which they
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ascribed to God, and that they in-
vited and exhorted all men to ex-
amine and receive their doctrine as
being not only the truth, but such
truth as gave evidence and display of
the divine perfections. This was an
appeal to the moral part of our nature,
call it reason, the moral sense, or with
the Apostlethe law of God written in
our hearts, whatever phraseology be
chosen, the fact is the same: and their
appeal was either without meaning
or it meant, that taking the words
justice, goodness and mercy to denote
such moral qualities as they are gen-
erally used to denote among men, it
appears, and appears to the human
understanding in the Christian revela-
tion, that God is infinitely just, good,
and merciful. It is then, irrelevant
and frivolous to object, that human
reason is out of its limits when it
presumes to inquire if any proceeding
ascribed to the moral governor of the
world be merciful or cruel, just or
unjust. In this inquiry such a use
is made of reason, or of the moral
faculty, as was challenged and de-
manded by the first preachers of the
gospel ; and therefore it must be ac-

knowledged by every Christian to be

a lawful use of the faculty. Indeed it
would. be absurd to attribute to Chris-
tian doctrine any instrumentality in
forming the moral character, if the
moral perfections of the divine Nature,
though exerted in the Christian E-
conomy, were not also displayed to
human apprehension. On any other
supposition the exhortation to be
followers of God, or to imitate his
moral character, would be trifling at
best, and in connexion with some
religious tenets might be pernicious in
the extreme. Believing then, that it
1s not only lawful, but incumbent on
me, to examine whatever professes to
be the scheme of the moral govern-
ment of God disclosed in Christianity
by the light of my moral faculties,
which is also ¢ light from heaven,’ 1
have judged it right to make the
Calvinistic creed the subject of such
examination; and I shall now add
some reasons which appear to me
conclusive against its pretensions to
be considered the true form of Christ-
1an doctrine.

1. Inthat system we contemplate the
Sllpl.‘eme Being, in his relation to the
whole race of man, solely in a judicial
Character. It presents to wus a legal
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proceeding, and could not be explain-
ed in any other terms than such as
are taken from the proceedings in
courts of judgment. Nothing is built
upon the parental relation to all and
each of mankind. It stands as it
might have stood, had the relation be-
tween God and man, universally,
never been described in the Christian
Scriptures to be that of a father and
his children; and for this reason it
wants that amiable and attractive
character which meets us in every
page of the New Testament, that
benign radiance which, falling upon
the ordinary charities of our nature,
kindles them into devotion. Ifin any
part of the scheme the paternal mindis
displayed, it is in the institution of an
atonement for sin, that the merciful
father may pardon those whom the
righteous judge must condemn ; but.
since it was also predetermined (for
this makes a link in the system,) that
a part only of the offending family
shall receive the benefit ofthis institu-
tion, with respect to the rest of man-
kind, that is, the vast multitude of the
non-elect, the judicial character alone
has been displayed. If offersof peace
have been made to them, the grace
which was necessary to acceptance of
them, though granted to the chosen,
has been withheld from them; and
they perish beneath the sentence of
the law, having received none of the
benefit of a filial relation. Had the
Roman father spared ome of his
equally guilty sons and ordered the
other to execution, the survivor might
recognize the father, but the victun
of public justice only the judge : who
could applaud either the father or the
judge ? Yet he who was taught of
God has commanded us to imitate our
father whois in heaven ; ¢ be ye per-
fect, as your Father who is in heaven
1s perfect.’

2dly. The system which I reject
makes moral responsibility to exceed
the measure of ability. If any pro-
position may be regarded as an axiom
in morals, this i1s one, that there can-
not exist an obligation to perform
what is naturally impossible. No
man is obliged to perform miracles.
It is said, that every, man inherits a
corrupt nature, which is incapable of
perfect obedience to the divine law.
Perfect obedience, therefore, would
be contrary to his nature; and whether
the deviation from alaw of nature be
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in matter or in mind, it is still a
miracle. Yet man, inheriting such a
nature, by the first act of disobedi-
ence, incurs infinite guilt, and falls
under the sentence of condemnation
to infinite misery. [t may be re-
plied, that, because the inability is
a moral inability, the sentence is not
unjust ; and if the moral impotence
were acquired there would be reason
in the reply ; but it is hereditary and
not acquired ; and we must subvert
our nctions of justice altogether be-
fore we can acknowledge responsi-
bility to be the samé in both cases.
Still 1 am told that the sentence is
just, because 1 have lost the pure
nature which 1 received from my
Maker: but this is an assertion con-
trary to fact; I cannot have lost what
I never possessed. Adam may have
possessed a ditferent nature before
his fall ; but because it was his nature
it i1s not therefore mine, unless we are
identical, especially as it ceased to be
his before he became my progenitor.
My nature is that constitution of
mind and body which 1 received
from my Maker, and which gives the
sole measure of my responsibility.
Sdly. It is essential to punitive
justice that the measure of punish-
ment be in proportion to the degree
of guilt. No considerations whether
of philosophy or policy can sophisti-
cate our moral feelings into a per-
suasion, that it is just tc punish all of-
fences equally by making the punish-
ment of every offence extreme. The
laws of Draco were written in blood,
but they have never been cited as a
model of justice. It is right that
there be a gradation 1n punishment
as well as in guiit. The only mode
in which a creature can be made to
siffer infinitely is by protracting his
suffering without end ; and the only
case in which this can be just is that
in wixch infinite guilt has been con-
tracted ; and if this can be shewn to
be an impossible case, 1t will follow
that infinite punishment can never be
just. It is admitted, that there is a
degree of mental imbecility, which
sinks below moral responsibility ; that
the same criminal actiom incurs dif-
ferent degrees of guilt before and after
the maturity of mental powers; and
that suppose two men, accomplices
in a crime, with an indentity ofall
circumstances, the difference of men-
tal power forming the only difference
between them, one havang a feeble

Partington Chapel.

mind of confined views, the other
possessing a powerful intellect which
commands a wide extent of prospect
int¢ the past and future, it would
be uuniversally felt and acknowledged,
that the guilt of the one as much ex-
ceeds that of the other, as his mind
is more powerful, and his view
more comprehensive than his com-
vanion’s. This feeling put in the
terms of a general proposition, may
be thus expressed ; the action being
the same the degrees of guilt in the
agents are in the direct ratio of their
powers of mind; if greater, greater ;
and if less, less ; if finile, finite; and
if infinite, infinite. But since there
exists but one infinite mind, and every
created mind is finite, the highest
degree of guilt which can be incurred
by the highest intellect must fall
short, and infinitely short, of infinite
guilt. Infinite punishment, therefore,
or punishment infinitely prolonged,
cannot be just, unless it be no in-
justice to make the measure of punish-
ment to exceed infinitely that of the
guilt. The Calvinistic system of
doetrines is built upon the supposition
of infinite guilt, whenee it infers the
justice of eternal punishment, and the
necessity of an infinite satisfaction.
To me therefore it appears that the
foundationis sand, and that the system
which stands upon it, though it has
stood for centuries, must fall at last,
a ruin which shall be contemplated
in distant ages with fear and wonder,

_ iR J - M ’
Puartington, near Warrington, 14 Deec.
Sir, 1814.

" UNDERSTAND you are in the

habitof inserting in your Repository
every increase to the cause of Unitari-
anism. 1 think you should be as
particular in relating every loss which
the Unitarians experience. But firom
your known impartiality I conceive
the fault is not in you, but in your
over zealous Unitarian Correspond-
ents who wishing to make their cause
appear more flourihing than it really
is, send you an account of the gains
only and not of the losses of thenr
party.

In your last month’s Repository [ix.
7 19-720.] you mention a new Unitarian
chapel, being opened at Altringham,
ox Thursday, September 8. It appears
that soon after this event a great and
blessed change wmust> have been
wrought in the minds of some of the
principal persoms concerned in the
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erection of the chapel at Altringham.
For on the 6th. of November follow-
ing, the persons above alluded to, being
trustees to the chapel in this place
Jately occnpied by aun Unitarian
minister, and having a legal right to
appoint to the situation, chosc an
evangelical minister, of the Calvinistic
persuasion, in opposition to a young

man proposed by the Unitarian trus- -
tees of Warrington, and therefore

suspected of being tinctured with the
Unitarian heresy.  But this, Sir, is
not the only triumph which the
friends of orthodoxy expect from the
happy and glorious change produced
on the persons above aliuded to. They
are some of the leading persons in the
Altringham and Hale congregations,
and the leading trustees at Cross
Street Chapel in this neighbourhood,
and we may therefore anticipate that
when. these places become wvacant,
vospel ministers will be introduced
into all the three situations. [ trust
to your impartiality for the insertion
of this letter, and am,
Sir, Your obedient servant,
A Friend to the real Gospel of Jesus

- Christ.
- Sir, Brestol, Dec. 1814.
FIERHAPS you have heard the

story of the English sailor, who
finding an unarmed enemy, present-
ed him with one of his pistols, saying,
“ Now let us fight fan’!

Nor can youn be ignorant, if you
would, nor insensible of the contrary
nature of the Christian’s address to
his supposed enemy, the infidel ; he
first binds his hands behind his back,
threatens him with fine, tortures,
mmprisonment and perhaps death if
he utters a syllable, thrusts a great gag
in his mouth, and then exclaims
“now let us hear what you have to
say’’!

And don’t tell us that this conduct
is eontrary to the precepts and spirit
of Christianity: what! my Lord
Ellenborough, Lord FErskine, Sir
Vicary Gibbs, and Sir William Gar-
row, are undoubtedly christians! you
cannot deny it, or if you should, you
will not be believed, for we know

them by their fruits. :
. A CHI1®#ON.
gl

Sir, - Trowbridge, Dec. 9, 1814.
"/ OU must have seen in the papers
M wuch an -account as the follow-
VOL. X. K
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ing ; on such a day Mr. Such-a-one
was condemned to pay to the King
a fine of two hundred pounds and to
be imprisoned in Newgate for the
space of two years for wriling a
book called « Iicce Homo.

You must have seen too, [ suppose,
the speeches of Mr. Whitbread and
others about the Spanish Inquisition,
and have noticed the universal silence
about the English one. -

1 can hardly tell which of these
circaumstances appears to e most
shocking, noram I going to express to
you my deep detestation and horror
at such proceedings, for that is im-
possible.  Also, I do notwish to give
occasion for refusing the insertion of
this.

But what 1 wish you to notice is,
the cruelty and baseness, tiie detest-

‘able cowardice, while things are in

this situation, of writing defences of
the Christian Religion, of challenging
its adversaries, provoking them to the
combat, when it is knewn the more
strong and unanswerable their argu-
ments may be, the more certain will
be their personal ruin. | :

The only reply that I can think of,
and I hope and believe that Unitarians
generally are able to make it, is, that
they are not more . approvers than
parties in such transactions ; but even
this will not be sufficient, since, (not
to mention that they make no exer-
tions to remedy this case, nor to
nofice Mr. Smith’s declaration, that
as Christians, they have no farther
toleration to wish for,) the charge of
cowardice cannot be got over whilst
they continue toprovoke their fetter'd
antagouists.

I am sure that any man of a free
and generous spirit must scorn such
conduct when seen in this light,
which 1'till better informed, shall
continue to think the true one. Iam,

Sir, Your obedient servant,
THOMAS.
R R —
Natural Argwinents for a Future
State. _

F we admit the belief of an infinitely
R wise, powerful and good Being
presiding over the universe and super-
intending the aflairs of his creatures,
we must, I think, see reason to sup-
‘pose that this life is not intended as the
termination of our existence. Inde-
pendently of the revelation which God
has been pleased to bestow on man-
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kind, in which we are assured in the
most express terms of the resurrection
of the dead, and of a future state of
retribution ; independently 1 say of
this revelation, there are many ap-
pearances in the present system which
seem strongly to countenance the hope
of futurity.

If we consider the powersof the hu-
man mind, and the situation and cir-
cumstances of man, we must clearly
perceive that his present limited sphere
of existence can never afford suflicient
exercise for those noble faculties of
mind which give him such a distin-
guished superiority over the lower or-
ders of creatures. ls it not thien highly
reasonable to suppose that those powers
have been conferred on him in order
to qualify him for a much higher
sphere of action than is at present al-
lotted to him? Of all the various
tribes of beings which inhabit this
lower world, man alone seems capa-
ble of becoming a subject of moral
discipline, and of being made ac-
quainted with the attributes, will
and perfections of his Creator ; and
does not this peculiar trait, this cha-
racteristic feature of the human mind,
strongly indicatesome striking peculia-
rityin our ultimate destination ? All
other beings appear to answer the end
for which they were created; theyattain
their utmost perfection in a short space
oftime. DMan alone is in a state of
continual progression, without ever
being able to arrive at the summit.
Is it not then highly reasonable to
suppose that in some future period of
his exastence, hes faculties also shall
have room to expand themselves, and
that a degree of light and knowledge
shall be poured in upon him, suitable
to his exalted capacity ?

This argument will acquire a much
greater degree of force, if we consider
the -case of those exalted characters
who, from a principle of love to their
Creator, and of the purest benevo-
Ience and good-will to their fellow-
creaturcs, have devoted their time,
their talents and theiwr property to
the promotion f those objects which
they conceived to be the most emi-
nently subservient to the welfare and
improvement of the whole human
race: and this, not only without the
least prospect of any remuneration im
the present state, but often at the ha-
zard of every thing dear to them in
i fe ; and have even encountered death

Natural Arguments for a Future State.”

itself in its most horrid forms, rather -
than commit the smallest deviation

from what they believed to be the

will of their creator. In the case of
Jesus Christ, of the Apostles and.
primitive Christians, as well as of 1n-

nunterable others of the best and wis-

est of men in all ages since, we see

such examples of disinterested piety,

virtue and benevolence, and such

fearless sacrifices in the cause of truth

and integrity, as it seems impossible

to suppose can be intended to go with-

out an appropriate and distinguished

reward. And as we have seen in fact
that their portion here consisted of
little more than a life of suffering, ter-

minatedina violentand a painful death,

it seems perfectly agreeable to all our

ideas of the wisdom, justice and good-

ness of the Creator to suppose that at

some future period, they will not only

be restored to existence, but will be

placed in circumstances suited to their

distinguished excellence and merit.

For can we for a moment suppose

that the worthiest, the most amiable,

and the most truly valuable of huiman

characters were formed, only that they

might pass through this life, in astate

of the most extreme suffering, and

then to be for ever buried in ob-

livion, and no further notice taken of
those highest instances of virtue

which would have reflected honour
on superior beings? The deswe of
immortality has been evidently im-

planted in the human breast by the

Creator of all things ; is it not then

the highest reflection both on his

wisdom and gooduess to imagine that

he should have afforded such hopes

to the wisest and best of men only

in order to deceive them into acts of
virtue so exceedingly painful to them-

selves, and which in this case do not

appear to be of the least utility to the

world ?

That Almighty Being who at first
called us into existence, - who has
given us bodies fearfully and wonder-
fully made ; and who has adapted
every part of our frame with the most
consummate wisdom and the most
exquisite skill to the purposes for
which they were designed ; who has
bestowed on us powers of mind where-
by we are made capable of admiring
and imitating his -divine perfections;

‘this same almighty pewer, we cannot
~doubt to be equally competent to re-

store the existenpce~he at- figst be-
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stowed, at any time, and in any way,
which to his infinite wisdom shall
seem fittest and best ; and surely it
is much more agreeable to all our
natural ideas of the divine benignity,
as well as wisdom, to suppose that
he will do so, than to imagine that
after having trained up his rational
offspring 1n habits of piety and vir-
tue, by the hopes of immortality
which he has implanted in them, he
should afterwards leave them to pe-
rish in the grave, and their memory
to be blotted out from the creation.
The higher we advance in intellec-
tual and moral attainments, the
stronger in general is our desirc of a
future existence beyond the grave;
and this alone seems a very consider-
able argument in favour of its reality.
All the other propensities of our na-
ture have objects suited to their gra-
tification; we cannot then suppose
that ‘¢ the noblest want which na-
ture knows to raise,” the most ex-
alted and animating hope that can
enter into the mind of man, thathope
which is the main spring of every
thing great, good and amiable in
the human character, and without
which we should be but little supe-
rior to the brufe creation; we can-
not, Isay, form the supposition that
this hope alone should have been
destined by the Creator of all things
to perish in eternal oblivion.

The many pleasing analogies of a
future state which are furnished by
the contemplation of nature cannot
but be highly gratifying to the serious
and contemplative mind. The won-
derful changes which many of the
insect tribe are destined to undergo;
from the state of a crawling, grove-
ling reptile, intent upon nothing but
gratifying the sensual appetites, it
gradually decays, sickens, and spins
itself a tomb, in which it wraps itself
up, and remains without the least ap-
pearance of motion or animation ; but
after a while 1t bursts the enclosure,
and breaks forth with new life and
beauty, with powers of action and
enjoyment unknown before ; and from
a crawling reptile on the earth be-
comes a winged inhabitant of the air.
What a beautiful and striking emblem
does this afford of our own revival at
some future period! The revivifying ef-
fect of spring both on the animal and
vegetable creation, afterthe torpor and
dedth-like inactivity oocasioned by the
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winter's cold, ifnot a direct argument,
is surely calculated to suggest a hope
that such may be the case with respeet
to ourselves. The warmth of the
spring no sooner returns, than we
behold myriads of living creatures
starting into activity and enjoyment,
which before lay motionless without
any appearance of life or sensation.
The trees which of late had the ap-
pearance of dry sticks of wood, now
put forth their leaves, are adorned
with blossoms and loaded with fruit.
Plants and vegetabiesare every where
springing up, of which perhaps a
short time before we could hardly
have discovered the least traces. Can
we then behold these glorious in-
stances ofthe divine wisdom and be-
nignity so strikingly displayed in the
renovation of the lower orders of na-
ture, and not be tempted to exclaim
in the beautiful and emphatic. lan-
guage of an elegant poet, |

Shall I be left abandoned in the dust,
When fate relenting lets the flowers re-
vive ?
Shall nature’s voice to man alone unjust,
Bid him, though doomed to perish,hope
to live ?
Is it for this fair virtue oft must strive
With disappointment, penury and pain ?--
No ; Heaven’s immortal spring shall yet
arrive,
And man’s majestic beauty bloom again,
Bright thro’ th> eternal year of love’s tri-
umphant reign.

-*.—-

SIR, Newport, Isleof Wight.

In the memoirs of the gene¢rous
and independent Mr. Hollis, it is re-
lated that during his visit to Na-
ples in 1751, having received infor-
mation from his steward, that one of
the livings in his gift was likely to
become vacant,hetook occasion to ex-
press his opinion respecting the qua-
lifications which every clergyman of
the Establishment should possess, in
order properly to discharge the du-
ties required of him in the pastoral
office. These (ualifications appearing
to me no less reasonable than neces-
sary, I am induced to submit to you
an extract from one of Mr. lHollis's
1 tters.

‘¢ First, that his morals be irre-
proachable ; secondly, that he be of
a mild and tractable disposition ;
thirdly, that he be moderately learned;
fourthly, that he be undoubtedly a
Whig in its most extensive sense,that is,
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an advocate for the civil and religious
rights of mankind, without being ac-
tuited by the narrow views of a party ;
fifthly, that he shoald consider his
parish not only as a place that 1s to
procure such an annual income, but
also as a place to which he owesa duty,
and that of the highest nature; and
consequently, that he will do his ut-
most of himself, and not by any sub-
stitute, to introduce, maintain and
cherish in it, whatever is virtuous and
good ; sixthly, that as to his age, he
be ueither old nor young ; as to his
person, that he be rather of an agree-
able aspect; and that he has a clear
and sweet voice.

-« You know the living of . ..
iS. .. ...a year; this income, to
my idea, is a sufficient, nay, a hand-
some and ample prevision for a cler-
gyman, and may, if I may so say,
command a good one.

This being the case, 1 shall expect
of the person, whom [ shall present,
the following things: First, that he
resigns all other livings that he may
bave, and content himself with this
alone ; secondly, that he shall reside
upon the living, and constantly serve
it himself, except in case of sickness;
thirdly, that he shall promise before
his being presented, verbally upon
his hononr, in the presence of some
people of character, and mm writing
by aletter to me, thatif at any time
hereafter he shall choose to accept
any other living, sinecure, or church
preferment, in that case he will di-
rectly resign back the living of——"".

I will venture to give you oneother
extract from a letter written to Mr,
Hollis by one offering himself as a
candidate for the living before men-
tioned ; the sentiments it contains are
alike honourable to the patron and the
writer, and descrve a more gencral
diffusion. |

July 31st, 1754.

¢« As T am sensible, Sir, it would be
the highest presumption i any one
to offer himself to you on such an oc-
casion, whose principles and notions
were such as you could not approve
of, 1 would beg leave, therefore, here
to declare, that as to my political sen-
timents, 1 am an entire friend to the
liberties of my country, upon the
principles of the last happy Revolu-
tion ; and do believe, that the exer-
¢ise of arbitrary and tyrannical power
in a state is an infringement of the

Mr. Hollis on the Qualifications of a Clergyman.

natural rights of mankind, and pro-
ductive of intolerable mischiefs and

inconveniences. And as to points eof
religion, it is my firm and settled

opinion, that every man has an un-
doubted right to think and judge for
himself, and ought to be tolerated in
that way of worship which in his own
conscience he believes to be right ;
and 1 look upon a spirit of persecu-
tion on account of differences of opi-
nion in matters of religion, as odious,
inhuman and unchristian, and as ut-
terly unjustifiable upon any terms
whatever.

And whereas, Sir, I am informed
that the iivingof . . . . . . is of con-
siderable value, and may be deemed
a very fair and ample provision for
any one clergyman, without any ad-
ditional preferment; and also that
the parish there, bemng of large ex-
tent, may well demand all the care
and application of any one man ; upon
these considerations I do think it my
duty, and it is my sincere resolution,
that if you shall vouchsafe to present
me thereto, immediately to quit the
living of . . . . . . which I now en-
jov, and that part of the cureof . ...
. . . .in which I am now engaged;
and to apply myself wholly and solely
to the care of the parishof . . . . . .,
and if at any time hereafter I should
think fit to accept of any other pre-
ferment that may offer, then upon the
same considerations immediately to
resign theliving of . . . . . . » so that
another person may be presented to it.

Itis, Sir, my farther resolution,
and 1 think it my duty, upon the mo-
tives aforesaid, if ever it shall happen
that 1 am settled in so large and ex-
tensive a cure asthatof ......, to
keep a constant residence upen it,
and personally to attend the service
of the church therein as long as it
shall please God to enable me so to
do. And that 1 might be more fully
at liberty to attend so great a charge,
i would engage myself in no other
offices or employments whatever,
whether ecclesiastical or civil ;. norin
any school whether in my house or
clsewhere ; nor in receiving any sort
of persons mto my family as boarders,
or in any other way which might be
thought 1n the least inconsistent with,
or an hinderance to the duties of my
function to which 1 should think #
my duty entirely to devote myself.”

I will only add, that on the death
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of the incumbent, Mr. Hollis pre-
sented this gentleman to the living in
2 most handsome manner. |

. Perhaps the following epitaph (ex-
tracted from Memoirs of Hoellis, p.
784,) in honour of Algernon Sidney,
may please some of the readeirs of
your Repository :-

¢t Algernon Sidney fills this tomb,

An atheist, for disclaiming Rome

A rebel hold, for striving still

To keep the law above the will.

Crimes ! damned by Church government :
Oh ! whither must his ghost be sent?

Of heaven it cannot but despair,

If holy Pope be turnkey there :

And hell will ne’er it entertain,

For there is all tyrannic reign.

Where geces it then? Where ’t ought to

0—
Where Pope nor Devil have to do.”
Your's,
J. C.
- - —r———
Sir,

‘Dr. Chauncey, after some others
who went before him, has given us
an inviting description of the new
heavens and the new earth, in which
the righteous will dwell, when they
shall have obtained the applauses of
their Judge, supposing this habitation
to mean a renovated state of the
earth, assimilated to paradise. DBut,
why may we not here, look forward
to a new and more glorious world ?
We must presume that this present
world existed thousands of ages be-
fore it became a Chaos, from which
it was restored and fitted up as a re-
ceptacle for the posterity of Adam,
and that in its former state, it was
the habitation of rational beings, who,
after having approved themselves the
devoted servants of God, and finished
their probationary course, were not
annthilated, but translated to some
other world, more congenial to their
cxalted characters, where they might
be advancing in perfection and dig-
nity for ever. Why may not this be
the case, then, with all the uprizht
children of men? And, as cach must
he exercised in contemplating the
wonders of creation, aiid be always
mcreasing i divine knowledge, who
can say, that the comcts are not the
habitations of all such, which are so
admirably calculated, for animating
them with this most sublime know-
edge, whilst they are conveying them
through millions of worlds »? These
thoughts ‘may possibly amuse your
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more ingenious correspondents, and
produce from them some profound
disquisitions. I am,

Yours, &c.
W. H.

P.S. Allyourreaders must have been
sensitbly affected with theaccountofthe
premature death of Mr. Buckminster.
‘This account, though I do not by any
means compare them together, brought
the great Crichton to my recollection,
who, when he sat for hisdegrce and
the question was put to him, Quem
librusm profiteretur 2 answered Quem
non ¥ And, after the professors had
tired him with every book which
they thought puzzling, to no sort of
purpose, at last put into his hands an
illegible book, on which hesaid, 7T
legito domine, et ego exponam. But, the
sermons which Ireportedto you inone
of your former numbers, (ix. 401.) as
published at Boston almost three years
ago, were not written by Mr. B. but
were published by Mr. Freeman: some
of them, I am persuaded, are his own,
though 1 am not authorized to say
that they all or the greatest part of
them are really his.

1 have been lately reading Dr.
Chauneey’s book on Universal Salva-
tion. I must confess his arguments to
be very ingenious, though 1 cannot
yet say, that I think he has altogether
proved his doctrine. His introduction,
however, of the pre-existence and in-
carnafion of Jesus Christ, have in-
volved him in great obscurity.

I have also been reading an excel-
lent pamphlet on repentance, by the
late Mr. Mole, and think that he has
proved his point, as far as he goes.
But, there are some difficulties, to
which he has not adverted. A mai,
for mnstance, may be influenced b-
certain predominant passions, wuntii
that period of his life, when thesc
passions cease, and may suffer so much
from reflecting on what he has doue,
as to be. truly sorry that he had ever
transgressed.  Buat, how can such a
one be accounted a true penitent, on
the supposition that if his passions had
not foarsaken him he would have pro-
ceeded in still indulging them » And,
hence the young should be taught to
practice all purity and goodness in
the prime of life, lest what they mav
at last be led to consider as true peni-
tence, should be found to be no re-
pentance, but only a bodily infirmit
or decrepitude.
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Fisher Street Red Lion Square,
SIR, : Nov. 23, 1814.
AVING appeared in your Re-

pository as a defender of the
doctrine of the pre-existence of Jesus
Christ, and having upon a further
investigation of the subject been in-
duced to change my mind, I think it
right, as a friend to truth and free
inquiry, to acknowledge that 1am
now convinced that 1 was mistaken
in my ideas on that subject, and as
to the meaning of those passages of
scripture by which I endeavoured to
support that doctriue.

There 1s no passage of scripture,
1 believe, on which the advocates
for the Arian hypothesis lay more
stress than John xvii, 5. ¢ And now
O Father glorify thou me with thine
ownself, with the glory which I had
with thee before the world was,”
On that passage, [ myself have made
the following remarks, * <t is almost
rmpossible to conceive of any terms
by which the fact of his (Christ’s)
pre-existence could be more fully as-
certained, than by those here used,
and it will surely require great critical
skill to explain the words so as to
set aside that idea.” So I then
thought ; but further reflection has
led me to think otherwise. It is true
our Lord prays to be glorificd with
a glory which, he says, he had with
the l'uther before the world was; but
the 1nquiry is whether Jesus Christ
by this expression meant to say that
he was thei 1n the actual posscssion
of this glory?® "That the glory for
which our l.ord here prays, was
actually bestowed upon him after his
resurrection, the scriptures expres sly
affirm. Peter tells the Jews that God
had glorified his son Jesus whon
they slew and hanged on a tree.
This glorification thercefore, whether
we refer it to las person, which was
raised to a life of incorruption and in-
vested with glory, or to the honour
and dignity which was conferred
upon himn, when he had a name
given hmnm above every name, in
heaven and earth, and all things sub-
jected to him, was the glorification of
a buman being, of that man who
suffered the death of a malefactor;
and it 1s also reprevented as the
reward of his obedience unto death;

* Mon. Repos. i, 653.
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as such he here prays for i, I
have glorified thee on ecarth, and
now O Father, glorify me with thine
ownself. Because ¢ he humbled him-
self and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross, there-
fore God hath highly exalted
him.” ¢ Thou hast loved righte-
ousness and hated iniquity, therefore
God, even thy God, hath anointed
thee with the oil of gladness’above
thy fellow:=." Now a glory which
was the consequence of his resur-
rection and the reward of his obedi-
ence, could not be a glory which he
actually possessed before he entered
upon: the performance of the work
which his father gave him to do, and
which he had before the world was.

If Jesus Christ, accovding to the
Trinitarian hypothesis pre-existed as
properly God, a divine person, ne-
cessarily possessing all the perfections
of deity, his glory as such must be
essential to his being, that glory
therefore he could neither be divest-
ed of nor pray for, nor can that be the
glory here intended.

If Jesus pre-existed as a super-
human being in a state of glory, the
glory which he here prays for and
which was conferred upon him in
answer to his prayer, could not be his
glory as such, beeause, as we have
seen, he was glonﬁed not as a super-
human, but as a human being, pro-
perly aman, who had suffered death,
aman raised up of the seed of David,
and made in all things like unto his
brethren of mankind, nor could his
glory as such be the reward of his
obedience and consequently not the
glory intended In this passage.

Again, if Jesus Christ was properly
a man, as fthe scriptures always re-
present him to be, deriving his being,
as all other men derive their's, by a
natural descent from his parents, being
made of the seed of David, then he
could not have existed before he was
born 1nto the world, and consequent-
ly could not have been in possession of
glovy before the foundation of the
world.

What then did our
when he said of the glory for which
he prayed that he had it with his father
before the world was ? 'The expression
“ with thee,” may, it is true, mean
in the enjoyment of thy presence and
in a participation of thy glory: so our
Lord says, ch. xii. 31, 32, anticipa-

I.ord mean
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ing his future glory, “ Now is the
son of man glorified, and God 1is
glorified in him ; if God be glorified
in him, God shall also glorify him
in or swith himself, and shall straight-
way glorify him.” So the words,
« glorify thou me with thine ownself,”
in the former clause of this passage,
must be understood; but the latter
clause, “ the glory which I had with
thee,”” does not necessarily carry in
it that meaning,nor cau it be so under-
stood if the glory he prays for was
that which was to be bestowed upon
him, as properly one of the human
race, on account of his eminent piety
and obedience to the will of God.
We may desire and pray to share
with others in their possessions, but
we do not usually say that we fiave
that with another which we have in
our own actual possession, and we
may have that with another of which
we have not, and cannot have the
present actual enjoyment. Thus an
heir may have the honours and pos-
sessions he is heir to with his father,
while at the same time he has not
the actual possession of either. So
the Apostle reasons. ¢« The heir,
says he, though ke be Lord of all,
while he is a child differeth nothing
from a servant, but is under tutors
and governors until the time ap-
pointed of the father.” The writer
to the Hebrews encourages those
Christians to take joyfully the spoil -
ing of their goods, “ kuowing, says
he, that ye have, (not in possession,
but) Zn heaven, a better and enduring
substance.” And the elder son in the
parable of the prodigal, had, as the
father tells him, all that he possessed.
“ All that I have is thiune,” yet, at
the same time, he had not in actual
possession, or at his own dispesal so
much as a kid to make merry with
his friends. But he had the whole
of the inheritance, (though not in
his actual possession,) with his father.
Thus the unborn children of a man
possessed of riches and honours, while
they have no existence, may be said
to have wath their futher those riches
and honours, and when born and
grown up to.maturity may clam the
possession  of them as what they had
long before with him. 'T'his is no
uncommon case, for mheritances are
frequently settled upon persons and
their future heirs for ever.

Now apply this reasoming - to the

case before us. It is said of Jesus
Christ that <¢ He was verily fore-or-
dained before the foundation of the
world, but was manifested,” says
Peter, ¢ in these last times for you,
who by him do believe in God, who
raised him from the dead and gave
him glory.” Now to what was he
fore-ordained but to that glory which
God conferred upon him when he
had raised him from the dead? An-
other writer tells us that God ap-
pointed his son heir of all things,
and Paul speaking of him as the heir
of God, eminently so, says that we
are heirs of {zod and joint-heirs with
him. To this glory was Jesus to be
advanced by a course of obedience
and sufterings, and therefore having
finished the work which his father
had given him to do, and being just
about entering on his last sufferings,
he prays to be glorified with his
father, that is to be put into the
actual possession of that glory of
which he was the appointed heir, to
which he was fore-ordained and whieh,
as such, he had with the father before
the world was;: and therefore he says
to two of his disciples after his resur-
rection, ¢ Qu.ht not Christ to have
suffered these things, and to enter
into his glory ?”

These observations, Sir, I submit
to you as a more natural and rational
interpretion of ‘these words of our
Lord, in his address to his father,
than that which is generally given
of thein on the Arian scheme.

Yours, &c.
JOHN MARSOM.
BRSO NS —
SIR, Dec. 15, 1814.

The following account of ancient
versions of the scriptures i1s extracted
from the Prolegomena of Walton’s Po-
lyglott, and if you think it will be of
use to your readers, is very much at
your service.

PHILO-BIBLICUS.
VERSIONS.

I. The first, and most ancient of all,
1s that noble one of the Seventy-two
clders, which was translated from the
Hebrew into the Greek language,
under Ptolemy Philadelphus, two hun-
dred aund seventy-seven years before
Christ.  Some say there was another
made before this, and that, cither the
whole scripture was not translated
(but the Pentateuch only) by the Se-
venty, or that that version perished.
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II. The second is the Samaritan.
This version appears to have been
made, at least, before the time of our
Lord. John Morinus makes it more
ancient than the Greek, viz. the time
of Esdras. =

ITII. The third is the Chaldee Pa-
raphrase, which was made by various
authors, and at different times. Onkelos
translated the law about the time of
Christ. Jonathan-Ben-Uzziel, a dis-
ciple of the celebrated Hillell, (con-
cerning whom the Talmudists have
some wonderful traditions,) translated
the former and latter prophets. He
lived about thirty years before Christ.
Another paraphrase is ascribed to him
of the Pentateuch, but this may be
proved to be the work of a much later
author.

IV. There is a tradition in the Ilast,
that the Syriac of the Old Testament
as well as the New, was made not
long after the times of the apostles,
and arguments are not wanting to
prove this. Itis publicly read in the
churches through the East. It fol-
lows principally the Hebrew text,
from which the version of the Old
Testament was made. :

V. The fifth is the Ethiopic of - the
whole scripture, which is much more
ancient than Joseph Scaliger thinks.
It is mentioned by Chrysostom. [t
follows, for the most part, the Greek
in the Old Testament, and agrees
pretty much with the Vulgate in the
New.

VI. An Armenian Version of the
whole seripture is extant, as I have
been informed by eye-witnesses. |
have the Armenian four gospels, but
so obliterated in many places that,
without the assistance of another copy,
they could not be engraven on types.
Most affirm thatit wasmade by Chry-
sostom |

VI Origen arranged the Greek
Versions * of Aquila, Theodotion and
Symmachus in his Tetrapla and Hex-
apla, and to them added a ftifth and
sixth with the Hebrew text, whence
he called these volumes Octapla.
Aquila, who revolted to the Jews,
made his about Anno Christi, 130.
"Theodoiion, a proselyte, becoming an
apostate, first a Marcionite, afterwards
a Jew, inade his about Anno Christi,
180. Symmachus, a proselyte also,
edited his in the reign of Severus,
about Anno Christi 200.

VIJI. The Coptic or Egyptian, as

DMr. Frend on the Atonement,

Athanasius conjectures, was made
about the time of the council of Nice.
P. S. There is an error, Mon. Rep.
Vol. ix. p. 597. in the minute of
Astley Meanley’s death. He died in
June and not in March. |
.

SIR,
WAS glad to see announced in
your last number, that the eon-
troversy on future punishments was

‘closed, and that the popular doctrine

of atonement was to be brought under
discussion. I could have wished in-
deed, that it had been simply the doc-
trine of atonement, and that the ques-
tion had been confined solely to our-
selves, who are Unitarians. For, if
we enter into the popular doctrine, a
vast field of controversy is open on a
variety of uuimportant points, which
are all set aside by the conviction in
our own minds, that there is only one
God, the Gad and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Of course, as we deny
that Jesus is other than a man, in
the highest degree favoured by
God and raised to a name above every
name, we cannot enter into the me-
taphysical arguments on sin, of the
necessity of an infinite Mediator, and
similar points, by which the mind is
led away from scripture to vain and
frivolous disputes on the idle traditions
of men. But the question of atone-
ment itself is of a far more important,
nature, and according to the opinions
entertained of it, will be the respect
and reverence paid to our Saviour.
L have foundin the writings of several
Unitarians, and the conversations of
others, that I differ very materially
from them in my view of our Saviour's
charactcr. Whilst they consider him
merely as a teacher sent from God,
mighty in word and deed, I look upon
him as my Saviour, as one through
whom the Creator bestows the great-
cst of gifts to the human race. He is
not to me therefore merely the pointer
out of immortal life to his followers,
but the indispensable medinm, by
which we enter into eternity. 1 need
not say with what terms of gra-
titude such a benefactor must be hail-
ed by every one who leoks up to the
head of our community, the first-born
from the dead, the Saviour and Re-
dcemer of mankind, in the light T do.
The language of 5t. Paul will not ap-
pear to us too glowing, nor are any
metaphors too strong to us, who be-
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fieve, that the garments of the holy
ones will be made white in the bloed
of the Lambh. We can enter into the
spirit of all these figurative allusions,
without in the least trenching on the
distinction between him, who was
made unto us sanctification, and the
great Father of him and of ws, who
thus condescended to make him the
instrument of our atonement. 1 here
use the word atonement, since it is the
English term in the vulgar translation
forxalarrayn ; the more appropriate
term being reconciliation, which is in
fact the term used in other places.
When 1 profess then my sincere belief
in the atonement, let it be understood,
that I do notinvolve any thing in that
term, which is not comprehended by
St. Paul in the term xalairayy, or
reconciliation ; and on this I shall be
glad to see a better union among Uni-
tarian Christians. [ need not say,
that the inquiry into this interesting
topic may be conducted in the spirit
of brotherly love; and if 1 might be
permitted to advise, I would recom-
mend, that no appeal should be made
to any other authority than that of the
scriptures. ‘The opinion of writers,
living or dead, may be adopted ; but
if it is introduced, there is danger of
it sleading into endless controversy :
whereas, if wo kaep closely to the
scriptures, our minds will be enlarged,
and whatever mistaken views any of
us may have entertained, they are most
likely to be rectified when they are
weighed in the balance of the sanc-

tuary. I remain, Sir,
Your constant Reader,
W. FREND.
———— -
Sir, Banbury, Jan. 2d, 1815.

Y PERCEIVE that your thoughts
have been, and will, for a time, be
much turned to the scripture doctirine
of atonement. It appears to me very
desirable-that some personshould give
us a simple view of that subject, de-
void of all manner of controversy.

All persons who read their Bible
must see that much is said ‘about it
both in the Ol Testament and the
New. The question then is, What
a2 ! :

-~ If we attempt to explainitall away,
. OF make what is said of our Lord’s
death, in relation to it, a mere shadow,
and the shadow of a shade; and do
®at give the public something deter-
mhnate and substantial, thatthey can fix |
VOL. X. r
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and rest their thoughts upon, 1 am

-very much 1uclined to think that they
-will coutinue to view the subject in
‘the manner they now
Jong done.

do and have

Nothing, not a word of a contro-
versial nature shouid be said in it,
concerning the person of our L.ord,
&c. that the reader's mind may
not, on that account, be prejudiced
against it. Some writers, by attempt-
ing too much, effect little or nothing.
They forget, kasten slowly.

I am, &c. -
J. JEVANS.

et R R X

Chapter Coffee-house, Jan. 7, 1815.
Sir,
N your Repository for September
last, (ix. 558.) a Correspondent
who calls himself ¢ A Friend to Jus-
tice, Truth and Candour,” extfracts a
note from Storer’s < Graphical and
Historical Description of the Cathe-
drals of Great Britain,”” which either
he or you cite as an instance of ¢ blun-
dering bigotry.” - As a liberal Chris-
tian I was inclined to acquiesce in the
propriety of this character, especially
as you, Sir, expressed your approving
wish for more of this ingeulous cor-
respondent’s communications. ° But
one of the most decidéd T'rinitarians
eagerly seized this, to him propitious,
opportunity of shewing what he call-
ed the ¢ bigotry and iutolerant il-
liberality of the professors of reformed
Christianity.” . kis arguments were
so clear and unansweérable, that I was
induced to read Storer’s work alluded
to, and consequently to address to you
this note, that your correspondent
might net again fall into the vulgar
error of deciding on men’s motives
merely from their opinions. This
champion of the established faith in-
vestigated your correspondent’s letter
paragraph by paragraph, and obsecr-
ved, ¢ Now, Sir, it so happens that
(although the able writer is himselfan
Unitarian) the main object of Jones's
Ecclesiastical Researches (published in
1812) is not to demmolish that Gothic and
barbarous system of Christianity mis-
called orthodoxy,” buttoprove,asjustly
stated in the note cited in y our Reposito-
ry, thatJoscphus and Philo were apolo~
gistsof Christianity. Itis true,however,
that the “ Sequel to the Lcclesiastical
Researches, published nearly two years
later, and either since or about the
same period that the G6th number of
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Storer’s Cathedrals appeared, has this
object. Now, Sir, this ¢ Friend of Jus-
tice, Truth and Candour” himself actu-
ally commitsthe very blunder whichhe
erroneously and very uncandidly attri-
butes to the orthodox writer; for he
confounds the object of two works pub-
lished at very different periods, Whlch
are very dissimilar, and support dis-
tinct paradoxes, although the inquiries
in the one may have facilitated those
in the other. Again, your ¢ Friend of
Truth,” &c. roundly asserts “it iy im-
possible that the writer of the note
should have read Mr, Jones’s book.”
This is an assertion certainly as bold, as
dogmatual egotistical and gratuitous,
as any ever made by the most fana-
tical Methodist, or the most ferocious
champion of election and reprobation.
Had your correspondent, Sir, shewn
only halfas much candour and christian
toleratlon as he has done blind zeal
and vulgar dogmatism, he would have
logxcxl]y concluded, that the writer of
the note was liberally willing to avail
himselfof every effort to support Chris-
tianity, whilst he with no less caution
took care to guard against the adop-
tion or implied reception of any sen-
timent which according to his mode
of thinking was of a heterodox na-
ture. If the Unitarians thus seek to
stigmatize every writer who presurnes
to think for himself. and to follow his
owi opinions, however contrary to
theirs, then what are they better oy
more tolerant in this respect than the
Papists? If the dogmas of U nitarian-
ismn be as infallible as those of Popery,
if the one must beobeyed or received
as vwwell as the other, and if al Trini-
tarians are to be deemed knaves or
fools, as all disbelievers in Popecraft
are considered heretics, then what has
seocicty gained * what have liberality
and toleration to boast of by the Uni-
tarian reform »  Alas! poor Candour,
Lhow hardly art thou dealt with by
both professed friends and enemies ?
Truly, €ir, I feel ashamed of such a
professed friend, but real enemy, to
«¢ Justice, Truth and Candour.”” He
adds, ¢ had the writer read only the
preface with as mach sound judgment
as orthodoxy, he would have known
his man better.” Where is the proof
that he did not ¢ know s man,” as it
is vulgarly expressed? He candidly
admits the talents and learning of
Mr. Jones, at the same time he ex-
presses has generous, liberal, and I

Passzge in Storer's Cathedrals on Unitarians.

must say, truly cliristian hope, that his
fancy may not prevail over his judpg:-
ment, that he may not be mlsled ‘° by
every wind of false doctrme," and
that he may not persist in what the
orthodox note-writer supposes to be
heterodox notions. Surely, Sir, the
laconic expression of such sentimerits
and feelings can neither be ¢ blunder-
ing bigotry,” uncandid, illiberal nor
unworthy selfishness. Mr. Jones has
repeatedly in the Ecclesiastical Re-
searches exposed the errors of Dr.
Priestley, who wished to be considered
the apostle of modern Unitarianism.
As to the epithet, “ puerilities of Umni-
tarianism,” I leave it where 1 found
it. I wish mankind had no errors'but
those merély puerile. Yet I must ob.
serve, and 1 do it with regret, for poor
human weakness, that this writer's
sueer at bells, &c. is an example, even
in the pages of the Mon. Repos. In the
present state of society al] PoUr men
and women cannot have watches; pub-
lic worshlp also is a little older than
this invention for measuring time; and
as there are to be no churchesor houses
of worship withbells, andcensequently
with clocks, how are the poor te know
the hour of public meeting? Is it
enmity to the arts that would exclade
bells and clocks? or is it to imitate
more closely the Mohammnedans; in
order to have a person sit on a high
tower to call the time? The Unitas-
ians are, | hope, as attenfive to pubhc
worship as other Christians; they
have also fixed hours for it, and as to
“ forms of prayer,’ the chiefs of them
read all their prayers as fofhally as if
they were printed. The scoff there-
fore at the very convenient use of
bells ‘is puerile and unphilosophical;
the professed rejection of all forms
being inconsistent and impracticable.
But the most flagrant instance of
vulgar blgotry is your ‘ candid cor-
respondent’s” assigning causes and
ascribing motivesto othersmerely from
his own feelings. From: time imme-
morial, merciless bigots, intolerant and
unchristian dogmatists, men of fire and
faggot, who would burn their neigh-
bour for the glory of Gods have uni-
formly attributed their own'motives to
all other persons who differed from
them in opinion. This has been the:
grand besetting ain of all professing
Christians, and infidels have too traly
observed, that « all gects and denomi-
nations persecutc whenever it is in
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their power;’ ¢ and so also do the
philosophicaland rational Unitariaps,”
trinmphantly exclaimed my orthodox
antagonist. Because the orthodox
note-writer parenthetically mentioned
Unitarianism in the same paragraph
with the name of Gibbon, it is candidly
concluded that ¢ this can arise only
from one of three causes—want of cha-
rity—or -of knowledge—or of hones-
ty. Of which will the writer of
the mote make his choice?” [ix.]
554. Here, Sir, is an example of
the most intolerant, uncandid and il-
liberal bigotry that ever existed; it is
the more odious that it is found in an
avowed friend to liberal sentiment and
Christian charity, and cannot be sur-
passed by any thing in the Evan-
gelical, Onthadox, Catholic or Anti-
jacobia Magazines. To declare that a
writer must be a bigot, an ignoramus
or a knave, on no other grounds than
the frank and manly expression of his
real sentiments,,or.a simple allusion to
a particular hypothesis, might perhaps
be tolerable in the dark ages or in the

tribunals of the Inguisition; but in

the present, it is truly deplorable. < If
this be the practice,’”’ he continued, ¢ of
modern Unitarians, they may have
chapged names, but certainly not prin-
. 4 ! \ ) \
ciples; Tis walpidos @uyds wy, zai
4 ZOUNE. 4 ‘
zavlov pLys, or -as Seneca observed,
Sequitur seipsum et urget gravissimus
comes; and whatever they may call
themselves, they are still practically Pa-
pists, Calvinists or dogmatists, and inas-
much as they profess but donot practice
liberality, hypocrites.” It is indeed
strange that any man possessing the
least knowledge of the human mind
should ever consider mere opinions as
virtues or -vices, and found a general
character on what may be astransitory
as the morning dreams. A man may
be a'Unitarian-to-day and a Trinitarian
to-morrow, or vice versa, without any
change in his moral character, provi-
ded that merely his motive is the love
of truth to the best of his knowledge.
Finally, Sir,*¢ Y our correspondent,”
remarks my orthedox ecritic, “ evin-
ces a very mmperfect acquaintance
with the Scriptures;” he gravely says,
“ We Unitarians are, in one respect,
mn the situation of Esau. The hand of
every man is against yts, and our hand
Is against every man.” Perhaps this
“ Friend of Truth’ meant ZIshmael,
whose « hand will be against every
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man, and every man's hand against
him.” Gen. xvi. 12. < But,” he
punningly concluded, «“the Unitarians
are verily like Esau, they have sold
their birthright for a mess of pot-
tage!”

Such, Sir, are the remarks which
have been repeatedly made to me, a
professed and decided friend to liberal
sentiment, candour and Christian
charity in speaking of our neighbows,
respecting the communication 1n qucs-
tion; and I have no doubt that you
will prove your superior liberality by
giving them a place in the Mon. Rep.
as a caution to others, and as a proof
that you are not so bigoted and in-
tolerant as to refuse insertion to any
temperate observations which persous
of different sentiments may make on
the contents of your pages.

Another ¢¢ Friend of Justice, Truth
and Candour,” and

A CATHOLIC CHRISTIAN.

et
Natural Fheology. No. I.
Sir, |
S 1 presume it was never the in-

% tention of the projector of the
Monthly Repository, nor the wish of
the generality of its readers, that all ite
pages should be devoted to theological
controversy and Scriptural criticism,
however important these subjects may
be in themselves, and necessary tothe
elucidation of a rational system of re~
ligion, I shall, if cousistent with tiw
plan of your work, commence a series
of papers on a topic that is always in-
teresting to young persons, and which
may afford matter for useful and se-
rious reflection to those further ad-
vanced in life, who, perhaps, may,
from circumstances not necessary to
be enumerated, have hitherto paid
little or almost no attemntion to the
wisdom and contrivance displayed in
the works of the Almighty.

Those who are acquainted with the
subject of Natural Theology will not
expect originality, much less wiil
they look for discovery, I'or persous
of this class these papers are not in-
tended : they hope to claimthie atten-
tion -and excite the interest of those
readers only who would be glad to
investigate the wonders of creation,
without possessing the means of do-
Ing so.

It has been observed, that the great
disadvantage of the subject is its ex-
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treme simplicity, and the vast multi-
plicity of obvious and decisive evi-
dences that may every where be found
for its illustration. ¢ The great book
ofthe universe liesopen to all mankind,
and he who cannot read in itthe name
and the titles of its Author, wili pro-
bably derive but little benefit from
the labours of any commentator:
their instructions may elucidate afew
dark passages, and exalt our admira-
tion of many that we already perceive
to be beautiful; but the bulk of the
volume is legible without assistance:
and much as we may find out by
study and meditation, it will still be as
nothing in comparison with what is
forced upon our apprehension.”

No person accustomed to reason, or
even but slightly reflect upon what he
is every dav the witness of, can pos-
sibly doubt that there are abundant
marks of design in the universe: and
any enumeration of the iustances in
which this design is manifest, appears
at first sight unnecessary. It is how-
ever a fact that cannot be disputed,
that «ll persons do mot reason from
nor reflect upon even the plainest
marks of wisdom and benevolence
exhibited in the creation. It is true
that a single example might be as con-
clusive with regard tothe contrivance
manifested in the world as a thousand;
and he who could not discover the
most evident marks of wise design in
the formation of an eye or an ear, did
he perfectly understand the structure
of these organs, would be deaf to any
arguments oﬂ'eled to his mind to prove
the existence of a wise, a benevolent
and designing first cause.

The ancient sceptics had nothing to
set up aguinst a designing Deity, but
the doctrine of Chance and the com-
bination of a chaos of atoms in endless
motion. The task of their opponents
therefore was not at all difficult: they
appealed at ouce tothe orderand sym-
metry that pervaded the whole of
nature, and to the regularity and mag-
nificence of the structure of the uni-
verse. The phenomenaofthe heavens,
in particular, appear to have arrcsted
their attention, and the magnitude and
uniformity of the planctary motions
afforded in their estimation, a suffici-
ent proof not only of Divine power,
but intelligence also.

T'o modern sceptics the exclamation
of Dr. Beattie, from his Elements of
Moral Scienge, may be fitly addressed :
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“ The man who should suppese a
large city consisting of a thousand. pa-
laces, all finished in the minutest parts
and furnished with the greatest ele-
gance and variety of ornament, and
with all sorts of books, - pictures and
statues executed in the most ingenious
manner, to have been produced by
the accidental blowing of winds and
rolling of sands would justly be ac-
counted irrational, but to suppose the
universe, or our solar system, or this
earth,” or even the human frame, ¢ to
be a work of undesigning chance, is
an absurdity ineomparably greater.”

- Astronomy and anatomy are indeed
the studies which present us with the
most striking view of the two greatest
attributes of the Supreme Being. The
first of these fills the mind with the
idea of his immensity, in the largeness,
distances and number of the heavenly
bodies, the last, which- we mean to
form the first part of our arrangement
astonishes with the intelligence and
art in the variety and dehcacy of ani-
mal mechanism. -

The human body has been repre-
seuted under the name of ¢ Microcos-
mus,”’ as if it did. not differ so much
from the universal system of ‘nature,
in the symmetry and number of its
parts, as in their size. Galen’s ex-
cellent treatise on the use of those
parts, entitled ¢« De usu Partium Cor-
poris humani ;° and which was writ-
ten in the second century of the
Christian era, was composed as a
sort of prose hymn to the Creator,
and it abounds with the most irresis-
tible proofs of a supreme cause and
overruling providence: and Cieero,
who flourished two centuries and a
half prior to Galen dwells more on
the structure and economy of animals,
than on all the other productions of
nature, when he wishes to demonstrate
the existence of the Gods fromn the
order and beauty of the universe. It
15 not, however, my intention to car-
ry the reader back to the works of
the ancients : among the moderns we
have the subject amply and feelingly
discussed, by persons who have con-
sidered the structure and functions of
anunals with direct reference to the
display of the perfections of the Crea-
tor ; such, in many instances has been
the object of a Ray, a Derham, and
a Paley, to whose volumes we shall
have frequent occasion to recur, and
of whose labours we shall, without
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scruple, avail ourselves whenever the
nature of our subject requires such
aid.

No one, it might be readily ima-
gined, 1f facts did not exist to con-
tradict the theory, could understand
and reflect upon the thousand evi-
dent proofs of the astonishing wisdom
and design of the Creator in forming
and sustaining an animal body such
as ours, without feeling a pious and
almost =nthusiastic glow of gratitude
toward its author and supporter.

¢ It has beeun said,” says Dr. Paley,
¢ that a man caunnot lift his hand
to his head without finding enough
to convince him of the existence of a
God: and it is well said, for ’he has
only to reflect, familiar as the action
is, and simple as it seems to be, how
many things are requisite for the per-
forming of it : how many things which
we understand, to say nothing of ma-
ny more, probably, which we do not;
viz. first, a long, hard, strong cylin-
der to give to the arm its firmness
and tension, but which beirig ngid,
and in its substance inflexible, can
only turn upon joints. Secondly,
there are joints for this purpose, one
at the shoulder to raise the arm, ano-
ther at the elbow to bend it: these
are continually fed with a soft muci-
lage, to make the parts slide easily
upon one another, and they are hold-
en together by strong braces, to keep
them in their position; then thirdly,
strings and wires, 2. e. muscles and
tendons artificially inserted for the
purpose of drawing the bones in the
directions in which the joints allow
them to move. Hitherto, we seem
to understand the mechanism pretty
well, and understanding this, we pos-
sess enough for our conclusion: ne-
vertheless we have hitherto only a
machine standing still: a dead orga-
nization—an apparatus. To put the
system In a state of activity: to set
it at work, a further provision is ne-
cessary, viz. a communication with
the brain by means of nerves. We
know the existence of this commuuni-
cation, because we can see the com-
municating threads, and can trace
them to the brain : its necessity we
all know, because if the thread be
cut, if the communication be inter-
cepted, the muscle becomes paralytic:
but beyond this we know hitle; the
organization being too minute and
subtle for our inspection.

“ To what has been enumergted, a»
officiating in the single act of 4 man’s
raising his hand to his head, must be
added likewise all that is necessary,
and all that contributes tothe growth,
nourishment and sustentation of the
limb ; the repair of its waste, the pre-
servation of its health: such as the
circulation of the blood through every
part of it: its lympbhatics, exhalants,
absorbents : its excretions and inte-
guments. All these share in the re-
sult ; join in the effect; and how all
these, or any of them come together
without a desiguing, disposing inteHi-
gence, 1tis impossible to conceive,”

But our more immediate object is
with the five senses which are com-
mon to all animals, viz. seeing, hear-
ing, smelling, tasting and feeling, and
the organs which minister to these
senses, together with the exact ac-
commodation of those senses, and
their organs, to the state and make of
the different genera of animals. The
constderation of these particulars, if
there were no other demonstrations
of the exist:nce of a Supreme Being,
would be abundantly sufficient to
evince the wisdom, power and good-
ness of the Creator. For suppose the
existence of an animal endowed with
the powers of moving from place te
place ; to what purpose would those
powers be applied without the advan-
tage of sight. He could not stir a
step, nor move a single limb without
the apprehension and risk of dan-
ger. As without sight he could not
tell where to find, or how to ols-
tain the food necessary for his suste-
nance ; so without the senses of smell
and tuste, he could not distinguish
the substances that are, and are not
adapted for his nourishment, and dis-
cern between the wholesome and un-
wholesome. How, without the sense
of hearing could he discern many dam-
gers that are at a distance, understand
the mind of others and perceive the
harmonious sounds of music. Finally,
without the sense of feeling how could
man or other animals distinguish plea-
sure from pain, health from sickness,
and of course be able to preserve the
body sound and healthful. In the
senses, therefore, which are common
to all animals, we have such a dis-
play of the wisdom and benevolgnce
of a Creator, as may challenge onur
admiration, which will be rendered
much more striking when we come
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to particulars, and point out in aclear
and distinct manner the provisions
which have been made for the due
exercise of each of them.

If, Sir, you judge the foregoing
ohseérvations worthy a place in the
Monthly Repository, 1 will in the fol-
Jowing number give some account of
the eye as the organ of vision, and am,

Y our sincere well-wisher,

Y.
i
Book-Worm. No. XVII.
SIr, Jan. 1, 1815,

WORK upon whatever subject
‘B could scarcely fail to attract cu-
riosity, if written in our language by
a foreigner who had become a classic
iu his own. Such is the following

publication :
< An Essay upon the Civil Wars of
France, extracted from curious manu-
ecripts, and also upon the Epic Poe-
try of the European Nations from Ho-
mer down to Milton. By M. de Vol-
taire, Author of the Henriade. The
Second Edition, corrected by himself.
London : printed for N. Prevost and
Comp. at the Ship, over against
Southampton-Street, in the Strand.
1728. Price,stitched, 1s. 6d.” Pp. 130.
It is well known from the biogra-
phies of Voltaire that he came into
this country in 1726, at the age of
thirty-two, for the purpose of pub-
lishing in its finished form his cele-
brated Epic, parts of which had been
printed at London in 1723, under the
title of The League; and it cannot
fail to be related in future histories of
poetry as a curious coincidence that
the Henriade and Charlemagne both
made their first appearance from the
English press. According to memoirs
attributed to Voltaire, and translated
in the Annual Register for 1777,
(p- 84) «“ George the Yirst, and more
particularly the Princess of Wales, af-
terwards Queen of lingland, raised
an immense subscription for him.”
The king died at Osnaburg, in 1727,
during Voltaire's stay in England. To
the young Queen he presented the
Henriade, with an English dedica.
cation which is prefixed to the Poem
in his works (x. 19). The author also
testified his gratitnde for English pa-
tronage by introducing in his first
canto a panegyric on our threefold
form of government, concluding with
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these lines, to which I subjoin -a literal
translation. |

Heureux lorsque le peuple, imstruit dans
' son devotr,
Respecte, autant qu'il doity le souverain
pouvoer !
Plus keureux lorsqu’ un roiy, doux, juste
et politique,
Respecte, autant qu’il doit, la liberté
publique. |
Happy the people, to their duties true,
That pay the sovereign power allegiance
due ; ‘
Happier if just, wise, good, a King de-
clare
The public liberty, his dnteous care.

It is not very creditable to the lite-
rary research of Voltaire's French or
English Biographers, that none of
them mention this Essay, though
it is incidentally noticed by Ruffhead,
in his Life of Pope, 1769, on intro-
ducing a short English letter from
Voltaire to the Bard of Twickenham,
whom he compliments for having*‘dres-
sed Homer so becomingly in an Eng-
lish coat.” Mr. Hayley also gquotes
the Essay in his Milton, 2d Ed. p. 248,
as “a work which, though written
under such disadvantage, possesses
the peculiar vivacity of this extraor-
dinary writer, and is indeed so curious
a specimen of his versatile talents, that
it ought to have found a place in that
signal monument to the name of Vol-
taire, the edition of his works in
ninety-two volumes.” The following
1s the anthor’s own account:

“ Advertisement to the Reader.

‘“ It has the appearance of too great
a presumption in a traveller, who hath
been but eighteen months in England,
to attempt to write in a language,
which he cannot pronounce .at all,
and which he bhardly understands in
conversation. But 1 have done what
we do every day at school, where we
write Latin and Greck, though surely
we pronounce them both very pitifully,
and should understand neither ofthem
if they were uttered to us with the
right Koman or Greek pronunciation.
I look upon the FEnglish language as
a learned one, which deserves to be
the object of our application in France,
as the French tongue is thought a kind
of accomphshment in England.

“ As to this present Essay, .it isin-
tended as a kind of Preface or Intro-
duction to the Henriade, which is al-
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most entirely printed, nothing being
wanting but the printing of the cuts,
which I must recommend here as par-
ticular master-pieces of art in their
kind : 'tis the only beauty in the book
that I can answer for.”’

It is worthy of remark, that Voltaire
valued and retained till his death, a rea-
dy use of the English language,though
the accomplished Mrs. Montague, in
her Essay, 1760 (p. 214) charged him,
not very correctly, with having ¢de-
pended entirely on the assistance of
a Dictionary,” to translate Shakes-
peare. Voltaire’s inclination to the
English language, and ready use of it,
he discovered on being introduced to
Franklin, who in 1778, was ambassa-
dor at Paris, from the United States.
"Fhe anecdote is thus related in An.
Reg. 1778. p. 2.

« Having a great desire to be ac-
quainted with Dr. Franklin, this ce-
lebrated American was introduced to
him. Voltaire accosted and conversed
with him some time in English, till
Madam Denis [his -niece] interrupted
him by saying, that Dr. Franklin un-
derstood French, and the rest of the
eompany wished to know the subject
of their discourse. ¢ Excuse me, my
dear,” replied Voltaire, I have the
vanity to shew, thatI am not unac-
quainted with the language ofa Frank-
hn.’

- In the first part of this publication,
“ The History of the Civil Wars of
France;’ there are more passages
worthy of being quoted than I can
crowd into this paper. 1 will select
a few as they occur. Of Henry's
childhood, Voltaire remarks, ¢ He
was not brought up like a prince in
that effeminate pride which enervates
the body, weakens the understanding
and hardens the heart. His food was
coarse, his clothes plain ; he went al-
ways bare-headed, was sent to school
with the young companions of his
age, climbed up with them among
rocks and woods to the tops of the
neighbouring mountains, according to
the custom of that country and of
those times. He was thus bred up
with his subjects in a sort of equality,
without which a prince is too apt to
forget he is born a man.” Pp. 3, 4.

~ “ Mary Stuart, Queen of Scotland,”
1s described as one “ whom her beau-
ty and weaknéss led into great faults,
greater miseries, and atlast to adread-
ful death.” She is said to have go-
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verned entirely her young husbanrd
Francis, a boy of eighteen, without
vice and without virtue, born with an
infirm body and a weak mind.” P. 5,

Of the French Protestants Voltaire
says, ¢ The superstition, the dull,
ignorant knavery of the Monks, the
over-grown power of Rome, men's
passion for novelty, the ambition of
Luther and Calvin, the policy of ma-
ny princes; all these had given rise
and countenance to this sect, free in-
deed' from superstition, but running
as headlong towards anarchy as the
Church of Rome towards tyranny.”
He adds, that ¢ the Protestants had
veen unmercifully persecuted in
France;’ yet as ¢« the ordinary effect
of persecution,” that ¢¢ their sect in-
creased every day, amidst the scaffolds
and tortures. Conde, Coligny, all their
adherents, all who were oppressed by
the Guises turned Protestants at once;
they united their griefs, their ven-
geance and their interests.” P. 7.

Amidst the horrid details of the
massacre ¢ on the eve of St. Bartho-
lomew, in the month of August,
1572,” we are told that ‘¢ some priests
holding up a crucifix in one hand and
a sword in the other, ran at the head
of - the murderers and encouraged
them in the name of God to spare
neither relations nor friends,”” while
Tavannes, Mareshall of France, an ig-
norant and superstitious soldier, who
joined the fury of religion to the rage
of party, rid a-horseback through
Paris, crying to hissoldiers, Let blood,
let blood, bleeding is wholesome in the
month of August as well as in May.”
Charles IXth ¢ fired with a carbine
upon those miserable victims who
fled to the river,”’ while his mother
«« Catherine de Medicts, undisturbed
and serene in the midst of the slaugh-
ter, looked down from a balcony si-
tuated towards the city, encouraged
the assassins and laughed at thedying
groans of the murdered.” Pp. 15, 16.

Voltaire asserts, that ¢ in a week'’s
time, more than a hundred thousand
Protestants were massacred all over
the kingdom,” as *“ two or three ge-
vernors only refused to comply with
the king’s orders.” One of these he
justly applauds, Montmorin, Governor
of Auvergne,” who < wrote to the
king the following letter :

¢ SIR, ,

<« 1 have received an order, undér

your majesty’s scal, to put to death all
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the Protestants in my province. |
dave too much respect for vour Ma-
Jesty not to believe the letter is coun-
terfeited ; butif {what God forbid) the
order is irul" ;ours, [ have too much
respect for -our Majesty to obey it.”

The taies-{ieneral of France have
been often mentioned during the late
eventful years. On their being con-
vened by cenry IIl. Voltaire thus
describes them. ¢ These States re-
semblie the Parliament of Great Britain,
in their convocation, but are very
different from it in their operations.
As they are very seldom czlled, they
have no rules to guide them; they are
generally made up of men who never
having been in any regular meeting,
know not how to behave themselves,
and ’'tis rather s confusion thap an
assecmbly.” P. 23.

Speaking of the assassinations of the
Guises, he says that ¢ such a venge-
ance’’ should have ¢ been perpetrated
with the formalities of the law, .which
are the natural instruments of the jus-
tice of kings, or the natural veil to their
wiquity.” P. 25, -

. On Henry’'s besieging Paris in 1590,
weare presented with the following pas-.
sages, blending the ludicrous with the
horrible. ¢ T'hefriars and the monks
made a show, which, as ridiculous as
it'was in itself, was yet of great use to
animate the people. They made a
kind of military muster, marching in
tank and files, wearing rusty armour
over thejr coats, having at their head
the figure of the virgin Meary, wielding
swords in their hauds, and crying they
were all ready to fight and to die in
the defence of the Faith = So that the
citaizens,  who saw theirr Ceonfessors in
arms, thought really that they fought
the cause of {:od. | x

. ““ However, scarcity occasioned soon
an universal famine. . 'That prodigious
maltitude of citizens had no other sup-
port but the sermons of their priests,
and the_ fictitious miracles of friars,
who, Dby the way, had all things in
plenty in their Convents, while all the
town was reduced to starve. ‘The
miserable Paris: ins, lulled at first by
the hopes of being soon relieved, were
singing ballads in the streets, and lam-
poons against Henry, a fact not to be
related with-probability of any other
mation, but suitable enough - to - the
venius of the French, even in so deso-
late a conditien. That short-lived
wretched mirth was stopped quickly

Gleanings.---Shakespeaie’s Macbeth.

by the most serious and the most im
expressible misery. Thirty thousand
men died of huiger in a month's time,
The poor starved citizens tried to make
a sort of bread with the bones of the
dead, which being bruised and boiled
were reduced to a kind of jellv. But
such an unnatural food atforded them
no other kind of benefit than to kill
them the sooner. It is recorded and
coufirmed by all the testimonies that
can be credible, that a woman killed
and fed on her own child.” P, 38.
Sully passes ¢¢ slightly over the hor-
rors of this siege,” declining to “ en-
large on so dreadful a subject.” Plere-
fixe, writing in 1662, is very shorg,
yvet, he says ¢ the fammme was so
great that the peopleeat even the herbs
that grew in the ditches; dogs, cats,
and hides of leather were food; and
some have reported, that the Lans-
quenets, or foot-soldiers, fed upon such
children as they could entrap.” 2d. Ed.
1692, p. 124. -
Voltaire records how ¢ Heury's
good nature prevailed over his inte-
rest,” so ‘¢ that the besiegers fed the
besieged,” for ¢ he suffered his sol-
diers to sell privately all sorts of pro-
visions to the town.” Thus time was
afforded o the Prince of Parma, with
an army of Spaniards from the Low
Countries, to raise the siege. At
length Henry resolved to turn Roman-
Catholic—Pares opened its gates to
him, and what his valour and magna-
nimity could never bring about, was
casily obtained by going to Mass, and
by receiving absolution from the Pope.”
P. 385. |
In ¢he works of Voltaire this Histo-
7y 1s condensed, with the omisston of
most of the passages 1 have quoted,
ito a few pages, entitled, Histoire
Abregée des Evenemens, &c¢. 'The KEs-
say on Epic Poetry shall employ the
next number.

VERMICULUS.
et
GLEANINGS) OR, SELECTIONS AN

REFLECTIONS MADE IN A COURSY
OF GENERAIL READING. '

No. CCIII.

Shakespeare’s Macbeth.

Act I. Scene v. Lady Macbeth.
after reading lser Lord's letter, in-
forming her ofhis interview. with the
Weird Sisters, who had saluted, hin:
with, Hail, Kirg that. shall be.'—
says, -
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Hie thee hither,

That I may pour my spirits in thine ear;
And chastise with the valour of my tongue
All that impedes thee from the golden round

. hysical aid doth seem - . .
Which fate and metaphysecal aid do - Embryos and idiots, eremites and friars

To have thee crown’d withal.—

Here metaphysical is used in the
sense of supernatural, infernal. Some
good folks seem inclined to keep up
the latter sense of the word.

Act IIl. Sc.i. Macbeth egging on
the murderers to execute his design
upon Banquo’s life, representing
That it was he, in the times past, which

' [held you
So under fox'tune,.f__

asks,

Do you find
Your patience so predominant in your na-
[ture,
Are you so
gospell’d,
To pray for this good man and for his issue,
Whose beavy hand hath bow’d you to the
[grave

That you can let this go ?

And beggar’d your’s for ever?

On the phrase, Are you so gos-
pelld? Johnson has the following
comment; ¢ Are you of that degree
of precise virtue? Gospeller was a
name of contempt given by the Papists
to the Lollards, the Puritans of early
times, and the precursors of Protes-
tantism.” . ,,

The question then, in modern
phrase, would be, “ Are you such
Methodests 2 , -

ActIV. Sc. i. One of the ingre-
dients in the Witches’ Caldron is

Liver of blaspheming Jew.

This shews the brutal bigotry of the
poet’s times, with regard to the un-
happy nation of the Jews. Butought
a modern audience to suffer this out-
rage against. Christianity, against hu-
man nature, to be repeated ?

| ——
No. CCIV.
Religious Habits.

Before the Reformation many of
the learned and great who could not
put on religious habits during their
lives, ordered by will that they should
be interred in the habits of the reli-
gous. Amongst others, Francis II.
Marquis of ‘Mantua, who died in
1519, Petrarch in 1374, and the Duke
of Parma in 1592, turned monks after
they were dead. | o

S \ &

4t

‘The whole tribe of these super-
stitious religionists, Milton (P. L. III.
474, &c.) has placed in his Limbo of

.

Vandty. |

White, black and grey, with all their
‘ »_ [ trumpery.
Here pilgrims roam, that stray’d so far to
‘[seek
In Golgotha him dead, who lives in heaven;
And they who to be sure of Paradise
Dying put on the weeds of Dominic,
Or in Franeisean think to pass disguis’d.
This calls to mind a story of Jor-
tin’s. A certain Prince who had led a
very wicked life, was carried to his
grave in the humble . disguise of a
monk. A woman whose husband he
had murdered, seeing the masquerade
go by, cried to him, Ah! you dog!
you think that you are finely conceal-
ed under that habit: but Jesus Christ.
will find you out.

e o

CCV.
Clergy.---Divine Embassadors.

A certain Indian of the train of the
Embassador-Princes sent to us lately
from some of those Pagan nations,
being engaged, one Sunday, in visiting
our churches, and happening to ask
his interpreter “ who the eminent per-
sons were whom he observed ha-
ranguing so long with such authority,
from a high place?” was answered,
¢ they are Embassadors from the Al-
mighty,” or (according to the Indian
language) from the Sun! Whether
the Indian took this seriously or in-
raillery, did not appear. But having
afterwards called in, as he went along,
at the chapels of some of his brother-
embassadors of the Romish religion,
and at some other Christian Dissent-
ing congregations, where matters, as
he perceived, were transacted with
greater privacy and inferior state; he
asked, ¢ whether these also were em-
bassadors from the same place?” He
was answered, ¢ that they had indeed
heen heretofore of the embassy, and
had possession of the same chiefplaces
he had seen: but that they were now
succeeded there by others.” “If those,
therefore (replied the Indian) were
embassadors from the Swun; these, I
take for granted, are from the Moon.”

Characteristics, Vol, 1. pp. 338, 339,
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A Dissertation upon the Number of the,
Hebrew People at different Periods ;

Jrom the unpublished Meanuscripts .

of the Rev. Samuel Bourn, of Bir-
mm gham.
HE number of Hebrews who

(Exodus xii. 87,) to be “about six
hundred thousand men on foot beside
children.” In the book.of . numbers
(ch. ii. 32.) we find a second and more
particular accounttaken in the wilder-

ness of Sinai, in the second month of.
the second year after their departyre;
where the ‘“males. twenty. years old’
agd upward all who were.able to go

ouf, to war,” are said to amout to ¢ six.
hypdred and: three thousand.five
hundred and fifty,” exclusive of the
tribe of Levi, which consisted of
¢ seven thousand and five hundred
males from a month old and upward.”
In a third numeration (chap. xxvi.
51. of .the same . book) we find them
to be.“six hundred and one thousand,

seven . hundred . and thirty,” and the

tribe ofievi tobe in creased to< twenty

three thousand, all males of a month.
old.and upward.’ Taking the number

of the malés then of twenty years old :

and upward at six. hundred thousand,
and adding all-the malesunder twenty

years, together with. all the females

of .every .age, in the proportion- of
three to one, the whole nation must
consist. of two. million. four hundred
thousand .soulsy according to the first
a,nd Jowest. account, without inelud-

ing- the mixed - multitude,
E-gypuans, as we may.
suppose, which . is said :to have ae-
companied them..
the . number then upon an average .of
the accounts. above, including
strangers, at. two millions and a half. -

Now let it not give offence or alarm-
to any pious. reader,. if he shallfind
it clearly proved, that the preceding

numerations, and  many other con-
tained; in. the historical parts of, the

Old. Testament, are exceedin gly mag--
For -these - are errors- which -

nified.
may be most naturally imputed to the

negligence or vanity -of the transcribexr’
Numbers are - denoted 4in-

of copies..
Hgebrew by, the: letters, and it might
easily happen that the transcriber
mistook one letter for another; or
if he was doubtful, that he would
he inclined to prefer that number

emlgrated from. Egypt: is said:

into two equal

mostly
reasonably -

We may -compute -

the

which seemed .to de heonocur to his
nation, by displaying its ancient great-
ness. The following arguments may
probably. suffice to satisfy the. in-
quisitive Reader.

I. There is a passage in Exodus
(xii. 40,) which has been mistaken, as
if it asserted the residence of the
Hebrews i Egypt, to have lasted
“ four hundred and thirty years,”
wheras it includes the whole time
from Abraham’sremoval from Chaldea
into Canaan, till the departure of. the.
Israelites from Egypt; during which
long period neither he nor. his. de-
scendants by his Grandson Jacob,were.
ever settled in a country or land,
which - they might call their own:
and therefore the whole is stiled the
sojourning of that people. This
period of time is properly divided
al parts, the first pre-
ceding, and the latter followmg, the
descent of Jacob aud his family into
Egypt.. This construction is support-
ed . by the authority of St. Paul, Gal,
i1, At his descent his ,who]e

-famlly, it -is said, consisted of  seventy

souls ;" and it is added “..thatthey were
fruitful,-and increased abundant]y and
multlphed and waxed exceeding
mlghty; and the land was filled with
them.” Let us examine what - the
number might probably be at their
departure,- according to “the natural
increage of mankind. The greatest
multiplication we are  informed of,
from, proper evidence, hath been in
the temperate climates. of.. North
America ; in some parts of , which,
accordmg to accounts recelved from
thence, the number:. of - inhabitants
hath been doubled.in the short space
of twenty-five yearg by births only
'This increase hath beenthought sur-
prizingly great, and. imputable to
their rural’ sntua.txons and employ-
ments, . or. their freedom from. large
cities, and unhealthy oc¢upations.;
both which. are. known .to be.great.
checks to. the _multiplication.., of, the
human species, Allowing. then, the
Hebrews to mult;ply in - the same
proportion . during, the : whole . time
of their, wel]mg in. Egypt, ‘which
was two hundred and fiftcen - years;
the account will be this : the whole
number of souls at the descent of
Jacob and his family into Egypt,
we are informed by the text, was
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.seventy. At the énd of the fitst very itiprobable, that he would as-
period of twenty-five yearsit would 'sign to ‘them a 'tract of country, so
be one hundred and forty ; of the vastly exceeding their immediate use
second, two ‘hundred and eighty; of dnd vccupation, ds would be sufficient

‘the third, five ‘hundred and ‘sixty ;
.of the fourth, ‘one thousand one
vhundred and -twenty; of the fifth,

two thousand two hundred and forty;

of the -sixth, 'four thousand four
‘hundred and eighty ; of the seventh,
-eight thousand nine hundred and
sixty ; of the-eighth, seventeen thous-
.and nine 'hundred and twenty; and
if we add the ninth, whic¢h reaches to
ten years after their departure, thirty
five thousand eight hundred and forty.
-Wo deduction its made in this com-
-putation for the slavery to which
they were'subject, and the destruction
of their miale children during almost
‘half the time ; beside the evil diseases
of Egypt, ‘which dre nientioned by
Moses.* But'to thisnumbaer, themulti-
plication of Joseph’s family which are
not included in the seventy, ouglit to
-be addedl, which would raise the
number by the sanie ‘proportioh a
twelth part ; that is.to thirty eight
thousand nine hundredand fifty-five :
<“¢_and the mixed multitude,” which is
said to accompany them might pro-
bably make the whole number in the
Wilderiress of Sinai, to amount ‘to up-
wards of forty thousand. If then we
allow this number to 'be doubléd
during the last thirty ycars before the
invasion and conqueést of Canaan, the
number will not much exceed at that
period eigh'y thousand : among them
there might be twenty thousand men,
fit to bear arms: a number sufficient,
under the command of Joshua, an
able and experienced general, to con-
quer n five years, the small states or

principalities with which he had to

contend singly, and even the con-
federacies formed against him; but
too weak after his decease, when
the tribes were disunited, to extend
their conquests much farther ; as ap-
pears from the history. For the
soon became so weak as to sdﬂ’e{'
extremely by the incursions of their
neighbours, some of whom they had
before defeated. | |

II. However favourable and liberal
the King, who then reigned in Egypt,
might be to Jacob and his family,
‘when by Joseph’s influence th‘ey
came to settle in the codntry; it 1S

A

% Deut. vii. 15.

to ‘maintain ifterward such an in-
credible numbér of peojle. Goshen
‘which they inhabited, was a province
‘probably very small compared to all
‘Egypt.

‘IIL. ‘It is not easy to conceive how
‘the Egyptians couldoppréss the Israel-
ites, to such a degrée of rigour and
cruelty, or how the latter would sub-
'mit to it without making any resist-
‘ance, unless their respective numbers
‘and strength had beén exceedingly
unequal. ‘It appears from the history,
‘thdt after Egypt had been alinost
ruined, by various ‘plagues and devas-
tations, ahd above all by the destruc-
tion of ‘all the first-born of man and
beast, throughout the kingdom, yet
the king <wvas dble to pursue them
with such an army as struck them
'with extréme ‘terror. The saying
theréfore ‘'of Pharaoch to Tis courtiers,
“ Behold, they are more and mightier
than we,” must be understood as an
extravagant expression ' of his fears,
or rather, as a mere prétence for re-
ducing ‘them to slavery, and practis-
ing such severities upon them.

IV. There are several circumstance
related during their journeying an
residing in the Arabian Deserts,
which indicate their number to have
been comparatively small; such as
these. They journeyed three days
in a hot climate without a fresh sup-
ply of water. Twelve wells atElim, one
stream from the rock at Horeb, and
one at DMeribah were sufficient
for them and their cattle No other
miraculous supply is ever mentioned,
nor any murmuring for want of it.
They are described  (Num. xxxiii.)
as pitching upon a single mountain,
named Shapher, and other particular
places, of too smail extent to be
capabi‘e of containing a number of
people much above the preceding
computation.  Moses was able to
judge and determine in person all
suits and contests among them, till
by his father-in-law Jethro's advice,
he instituted inferior magistrates.
The first engagement they had, was
with the Amalekites, a petty tribe ox
horde, yet the victory remained dubi-
ousfor a considerable tune. To say
notliing of the impossibility of sustain-
ing so prodigious a multitude for forty
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‘ears, in a country for the most part
arren ; these circumstances seem not

to admit a number much greater, if .

at all, than that, which is specified in
the preceding calculation. To all
these circumstances we may add the

words of Moses himself, as attesting

the comparative smallness of their
number, Deut. vii. 7. “ The Lord
did not set his love upon you, nor
chuse you, because you were more in
number than any people; for ye were
the fewest of all people.” And
though he reckons them, (Chap. x.
22.) “ as the stars of heaven for multi-
tude”, compared to the original num-
ber ¢ seventy, when their fathers went
down into Egypt;’ yet he describes
the nations whom they were prepar-
ing toattack (Chap. ix. 1.) as “ greater
and mightier than they,” and exhorts

them, (Chap. vii. 17, 18.) not to be

terrified on account of their number
and power. | - | ﬁ

V. Their passing the Red Sea with
their flocks, herds and carriages, in
one night, as is represented, or in
a day and night, seems impossible,
supposing them to be so very numer-
ous. But if we reduce the number,
according to the calculation above-
mentioned, a probable solutionmay be
given of any great difficulty which
may seem to remain. For sume
modern travellers, who have investi-
gated those parts, report that there is
a bay lying northward of the Red
Sea, which hath a communication
with it ; that thereis notwithstand-
ing a passage, commonly fordable,
and sometimes quite dry; and that
now people frequently pass that way
to and fro, between Egypt and Arabia.
This they suppose to have been the
very piace where the Israelites made
their passage. Itissaidinthe scripture
that “ a strong wind blew” previous
to their passage, which would neces-
sarily cause an extraordinary recess
of the tide. If then, Moses took
the earliest opportunity, as he un-
doubtedly would, of sending the
carriages and cattle before him, on
the day, or some days preceding,
forty thousand people might pass
afterward on dry ground in less than
one night, the passage being scarcely
one mile: and when the wind
ceéased, a high tide might return with
such force, as to overthrow the pur-
suing army so eff=xctually, that in the
morning the Hebrews on the other
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side could. discover nothing of them,
but dead bodies thrown upon the
shore. This account is adopted by
a very able and learned critic, Le
Clerc. The expressions used in
scripture are not to be thought vio-
lent figures of speech, at least in
poetry ; though it is said ‘““the people
passed through thie midst of the sea,”
and that « the waters were as a wall
unto them on the right hand and on
the left.” For as they certainly made
their passage with great expedition,
so the sea on one hand, and the bay
on the other, would check the pur-
suit of the enemy and guard them
from being surrounded, as effectu-
ally as walls. This explanation does
not contradict, as some may hastily
imagine, a particular or miracu-
lous protection of heaven over that
people in that event, but serves to
shew, what is most credible, that a
power from heaven always operates
so0 far and no farther than the neces-
sity or reason of the case requires.
To what purpose is there any men-
tion of ¢ a strong wind blowing all
day and night which caused the sea
to go back,” implying as plain as words
can express, a recess of the tide ; but
which means nothing, if an immense

gap was made in the middle of the

sea, by a stroke of divine power.
Was not that very wind, blowing se
strong at that juncture, a sufficient
and therefore more reasonable and
credible interposition of providence
in their favour, than the other case
supposed? Or is the poetical lan-
guage used in describing that won-
derful and truly miraculous event,
more liable to censure according to
this explanation, than the phrases
used when nothing- miraculous ap-
pears necessary or credible; such as
the < sun and moon standing still in
the heaven,” to-denote a long day of
pursuit; or the <stars fighting in
their courses” against the enemy, to
express a signal and surprising defeat
of them ?* It seems not improbable,
that as soon as the Hebrews had pass-
ed and the Egyptians were advanced
into the midst of the chanuel, the
wind changed its course and brought
back the tide with a redoubled swell
and violence ; while the heavy cha-
riots and horses of which the Egyp-
tian army consisted, were obstructed
and almost set. fast, by sinking into a
soft bottom ; though travellers on
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foot might pass safely overit.” This
conjecture is founced on the expres-
sions in Exodus xiv. 24, 25, ¢ In the
morning-watch, the Lord looked into
the host of the Egyptians, and trou-
bled it, and "took ofi the chariot
wheels; and made them to go heavi-
ly;” and,Ch. xv. 10, “ Thou didst
blow with thy wind ; the sea covered
them. They sunk as lead in the
mighty waters.” This latter wind
which brocught the sea upon the E-
gyptians must be different from that
which drove the sea back from the
Hebrews ; and as the first is said to
rise at the motion of the ¢ arm and rod
of Moses,” on one side of the passage;
the other followed from the like mo-
tion, when Moses was on the other
side. The Egyptians might be well
acquainted with the passage, and with
the usual ebbing and flowing of the
pea at that place, yet have no con-
ception of so unusual, and indeed mi-
raculous, conspiration of the winds
at that juncture, to favour the pas-
sage of the Israelites, and obstruct
their own pursuit, in a manner so
singular and destructive. It is readily
acknowledged that the expressions
in scripture describing that wonderful
event, may appear to many readers
«as implying something greater and
more 3astonishing than is consistent
with the preceding account.. But if
this be admitted, we are still under
a necessity, either of allowing at the

same time a very great reduction of

the namber mentioned, or of sup-
]posing a second miracle wrought, to
‘enable so vast a muliitude with their
tlocks, herds, &c. to pass in so short
atime. But this would be weakening
iistead of supporting the credit of
one miracle, by adding another to it,
unnecessary, unwarranted by the
scripture narration, and therefore not
credible. If the reader will grant
only that the expression of the ¢ wa-
ter being a wall unto them, on the

right hand and on the left,” is poeti-

cal or figurative, and means no more
than the protection, which the sca
on one hand and the bay on theother
afforded them, the above representa-
tion corresponds exactly with the ori-
ginal narration. _

V1. All the territories which they

conquered and got possession of, dur-

mg the lives of Moses and Joshua, on
both sides of the river Jordan, were
very far from being of an extent suffi-
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cient for the habitation and mainte-
nance of so prodigious a number of
people. After the death of Joshua,
though some of the tribes made some
little conquests, the rest made none,
and all lived intermixed with the very
people or nations, whom they had in
part subdued ; and whose territories
they had possessed; viz. the Canaan-
ites, Hittites, Amorites, Perrizites,
Hivites and Jebusites, with whom
they intermarried and by whom they
were seduced to idolatry. ‘They were

- also surrounded and hemmed in b

the Hivites on the north, by the Si-
donians, Tyrians and Philistines on
the west, and by the Amorites, Moa-
bites, Ammonites, Midianites and
Edomites on the south-east and
south ; who made frequent and suc-
cessful incursions upon them. KEven
the Canaanites, with whom they were
partly intermixed, became so power-
ful as to subdue them, and hold the
whole nation in a state of great op-
pression fortwenty years. They could
possess therefore, or inhabit at that
time, but a small part of all the ter-
ritories comprehended afterward in
the kingdom of David and of Solo-
mon, who not only completed their
conquest over the nations with whom
the Israelites were partly intermixed,
but extended their dominion largely
on every side. In the reigus of those
kings there still remained a great num-
ber of strangers scattered among them,
for the lawsfrequently and expressly
referred to the strangers within their
gates. Thesewere coonmonly domes-
tic servants or field-labourers, or like
the ¢¢ Gibeonites, hewers of wood and
drawers of water ;7 though some are
mentioned as promoted by Dawvid,
and serving him with honour and fi-
deiity ; as for instance, Uriah the
4ittite.  Solomon, 1n his book eof
Proverbs, warns the young men of
the nation against having any com-
merce with the women strangers,
whom he describes as subtle, treach-
erous and rapacious, as well as lewd,
w hich might be their true general
character; as the descendants of those
who had, in former times, corrupted
the Israelites and seduced them to
idolatry. What number of strangers
might remain intermixed with the
Hebrews in Solomon’s time 1s uncer-
tain ; but probably it was very con-
siderable. We find it said, 1 Kings
ix. 20, ¢ All the peoplc that were lett
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of the Amorites, Perrizites, -Hittites,
Hivites, ;and Jebusites :which were
‘not of the children of Israel ; their chil-
dren whig¢h were leftafter them in the
land whom the children of lIsrael also
.were,not able utterly to destroy; upon
these did ‘Solomon levy a tribute of
‘bend service unto this day.

Now if we examine the maps of
that ;part of the earth, we shall find
.that ,{the whole eountry inhabited
-wholly or chiefly by the Hebrews, is
nat;more than two hundred miles in
length, and scarcely ene hundred in
breadth, measnring to the utmost ex-
tent-from naorth to south, and east to
-west, muludmg the parts which were
or-had been in the pcssession of the
‘Sidonians, T'yrians, Phiiistines: And
af we consider that the Hebhrews were
not a commercial people, but subsisted
-wholly or chiefly by agriculture, we
cannot suppose the country was ever
very populous. Comparing it then
to any tract of country in Kurope of
equal extent, in which there are few
manufactures, aud little .or no com-
merce ; wecannot reasonably suppeose
that it ever contained more than twe
millions of inhabitants.*

If we may depend upon the num-
bers of years, specified in the book
of Judges (which may also be magni-
fied), the first of which comxmences
many years after the death of Joshua,
there was a period of above four hun-
dred years between his death and the
time of Samuel the prophet ; of which
more than one hundred was spent at
different times in a state of oppression
and servitude, in consequence of se-
veral great defeats; the remainder in
rest and peace, consequent to victo-
ries 5 during the former parts of the
time we cannot reasonably allow any
increase or muitiplication, but should
rather suppose a diminution, by the
numbers slain in battle, and the se-
verity of oppressicn, from the wars of
Joshua and thoese after his decease,

* Swisserland, is the country in Europe
which seems to bear the greatest resem-
blance to that of the ancient Hebrews, as
it 1s an inland mountainous country, in
which the people subsist almost wholly by
agriculture, as it is almost equal in extent
and number of inhabitants; and as it is
divided into several cantons which have
each a scparate jurisdiction.- But along
with liberty, it is blessed with a policy,
union and strength of national povernment,
such as the Hebrews unhappily wanted.

time -of Samuel and Saul,

On:the numéber-of .the: Hebrew People-at different periods.

especially the - intestine wars, iand
.above all, that in whiech the whole
tribe of Benjamin was utterly de-

.stroyed excepting six -hundred men ;

‘we may infer, almost -with certainty,
a great diminution of the nation at
Jarge, ‘Supposing then the 'whole
number at the conclusion of the war
against Benjamin, to be sixty thoeusand,
and that ‘npumber to be continually
doubled in a period of fifty years spert
in ce, it "would amourt in two
hundred and fifty years 'to -one mil-
lion nine hundred and twenty:thou-
sanc. Allowing also a second dimi-

nution by :the wars, the bloedy de-

feats, and :severe: oppress:ons, in the
‘thecivil

war for seven ‘years ‘between. the

‘house of Saul and David, and ‘the

many wars, though they were suc-
cessful, carried on by David; the
whole number, at the- commencemenﬁ
of Solomon’s reign, cannot be rea-
sonably estimated at much more than
two millions, if at so much; espe-.
cially if we consider that the more
numerous amny nation becemes, the
multiplication proceedsthe slowerfrom
various causes, which might eastly be
assigned; and that the increase here
admitted, exceeds that of any nation
now existing in Europe, even in the
most peaceable and healthful tmmes,
none of which are ever suppeosed to
become double the number, in a pe-
riod of fifty years.

It is by no means pretended that
the preceding calculations have any
certainty or exactness in them, as tp
the real multiplication of wmankind,
in any imstance, but they may an-
swer the purpese which the .aunthor
intended, mamely, to prove beyond
all reasonable contradiction, that the
numbers specified in the Old Testa-
ment of nations, tribes, armies and
men slain in battle are generally mag-
nified, to a surprising excess. In
what proportion they are magnified,
it may be impossible to determine
with precision; but by probable con-
jecture, not much less than ten to
one in most instances, and in some
vastly more. The number which mi-
grated from Egypt is reduced by the
preceding calculation more than forty
toone. If the number of the Benja-
mite forces be reduced from ten to
one there will remain two thousand
three hundred and seventy; out of
which number, if no more than six
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hundred escaped in. the battle, it was .
certainly- a bloody engagement : and
it shocks imagination, as well as rea-
son, to coneeive. that:mo more should
escape out of twenty-six: thousand
and seven - huadred. If we divide.in
the same proportion the four hundred
thousand men of the other tribes, there
will remain: forty.thousand whichhmay .
still be thought a number exceeding
probability ; and though:twelve thou-
sand are said : to .be. detached to. sur-
prise and destroy the small defence-
less. town. of ‘Jabesh - Gilead, twelve
hundred would- certainly . have been
sufficient for- the. purpose. When::
Rehoboam: is said te raise-an army-of:
one. hundred .and. eighty- thousand.:
chosen:men, out of the tweo tribes of .

Judahiand Benjamin; (Kings xii. 21),

if we reduce them by ten; the remain-

ing eighteen thausand .seems:to be:
amuch meore probable number. In

the secoud-book of Chrenicles, ch: xvi.

there is.-a .far.mere. extravagant ac-

count, which-is; that . Abijah, son-:
and.successor to-Rehoboam,. raised an
army - consisting; of . four- hundred.
thousand: chaosen men;.out of the same :
two- tribes; and Jeroboam,. . King:of -
Israel;., an: army - of : eight. hundred -
thousand chosen-amen;: ;out. of theother :
ten tribes ;5 and.:that.. five-hundred -
thousand.of thedatter army swere slain ..
in the engagement.*

* The.follewing. note. was. found in .the
MS. by anotherhand. @ Eb.:

The proportion of men from each tribe,
“who, according.to the same author, at-
tended David at Hebron, to support his
election to the whole kingdom, and were
}vith him three dayseating and drinking,
1s as follows = 1 Chron. xii.

Menof -  Judah :...... ce e 6800
Simeon....cce0 ... 7100
Levi..ooveeaeivene 4600 -
Benjamin.......... 3000:

i Ephraim........... 20800
half tribes Manasseh.......... 18000.
Issachar, 200 chicfs,
the rest unnumbered..
Zebulon, perfectly arm-

ed and traitned .... 50000
Napthali .......... 37000
Dan,.vevevenon.. . 28600
Asher ...e0000.... 40000
- On the ¢ Reuben
other side ! Gad 120000
©f Jordan . Manasseh repeated
; ‘ 335900

‘This account is >
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added only- to convince the reader
that the transcribers of copies set no:
buunds to their vanity in ‘magmfying:
the number, and consequently. power
and grandeur, of their nation.

To add an instance or two more in
which the numbers appear to be ex-
ceedingly magnified. It issaid in: our
Version, 1 Sam. vi. 19. that ¢ Fifty
thousand and threescore-and ten men™
were punished withdeathifor the crime
of ¢“ looking into the arkiof the Lord.”
But - beside the improbability-of the
country supplying-so great a multitude -
to visit the ark, or of a tenth part of"
such a number getting near enoughte -
look into it, the authors of the Ara-
bic-and Syriac Version seem to have:
read in their Hebrew manuseripts no::
more than. five thousand. Josephuss
reduces - them -to seventy-only; and:
the learned Dr. Kennicott his lately-
informed: the public that he found: the
number to be no more-than seventy, in::
two ancient manuscripts which- he-
collated. In Ex.. xxx#. 28. it is re-
lated- that the armed Levites:by the-
command of Moses “¢ slews about three -
thousand men” of these who worship-
ped the golden calf, and who' were
celebrating .a religious festival on the
occasion.. The number - here cited -
from: our English Version ris:agreeable
to- Hebrew: manuscripts,  and: seversl:
antient: versions; yet in. some-copies
of the Septuagint and the Vulgate, we *
find: twenty-three thousand, and:in:
some thirty-three thousand. Thesears :
instances  of an aptness in translators
or-transcribers to make -arithmetical -
mistakes, which are always found: to
be of a magnifying kind.' It is a very
probable conjecture, thoungh:ever so
destitute of support either from ma-<
nuscripts or versions, thatithe number
also. of * thirty-two ' thousand: young -
female captives, of six hundred seveéns:
ty-five thousand sheep, seventy-two
thousand heads of cattle, an@ sixty-one
thousand asses,” said to betaken from::
the Midianites, (Num. xxxi.)are gregat=

P PR U arw U

Let the reader compare this list of num-
bers, and the sum total, with those men-
tioned above. Let him also consider that
these three hundred thsusand menin arms,
(not to mention the odd thousands) are all
said to have feasted with David at Hebron
for threee duyssuccessively, and then let
him judge what credit is due to the ac-
counts of numbers which we meet in se-
veral passages of the Hebrew history.
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ly magnified. This may be inferred,
with some appearance of reason, from
the mountainous nature, barren soil,
and narrow extent of the country of
Midian; though the ingenious and
learned authors of the Jewish Letters
to Voltaire, have laboured to remove
this objection with much strength,
excepting the weakness of comparing
that poor rocky country, to the rich
and level soil of the Campania of
Rome. But the chief argument is to
be drawn from the 48th and 49th
verses of the same chapter, in which
it is said that the Hebrew forces con-
sisted of twelve thousand men (sup-
posing then this number not magni-
fied) returning from the conquest and
plunder of Midian without the loss of
one man. Yet the country is de-
scribed as containing some towns, and
even castles, which were taken and
destroyed. - The Midianites  must
therefore have been able to make but
a very weak resistance, or rather none
at all; consequently must be inferior
in number and substance to the pre-
ceding magnified account,
et e
Sir, .' -

That the authority or power exer-
cised by our Saviour was a given, a
received power from his Father and
our Father, his God and our God, is,
T.am firmly persuaded, atruth which
can be discredited only by impeach-
ing the credibility of hisown repeated
and unvarying asseverations, and can

therefore scarcely be permitted to

rank, with scriptural Christians, a-
mongst the topics of theological con-
troversy. But, with regard to /s
own construction of the particular title
which he was pleased to assume, hthe
following contrast may not per aps
have so forcibly struck some of them
as it always does your correspondent.
When' the chief priests challenged
him, < Art thou then the Son of God>"
he replied, as categorically, “ Ye say
that 1 am.”” Wheu they that were in
the ship worshipped him, i. e, did him
homage under that appellation, he
dogs not appear to have evaded or re-
buked so proper a mark of their re-

reply?

~ Title ¢ Son of God."-~Illustration of Heb. ii. 17. -

spect. When the devils fell down
before him with a like salutation, he
charged them only notto make him
known. To Martha's memorable
confession of her faith (would it had
been universally deemed as exem-
plary !) his silence gives implied as-
sent. And Peter’s received from him
a similar testimony of approbation.
But mark now: the difference, when
the Jews with. that propensity to
misunderstand - his meaning, so fa-
miliar on all occasions to those advo-
cates for another kind of Messiah than
he seemed likely to prove, charged
him also in so many words, with
“ making himself equal with GOD,”
by assuming the apellation of his Son:
--=¢¢ Js it not.written in your law, I
said, Ye are GOD (Elohim). If he
called them GOD, unto whom the
word of GOD came,” &c. - Conscious

“of being GOD the Son, could he at

such a moment have made such a
Is there any point, any ap-
plicableness in the retort, but upon
the admission, the open avowal that
he considered himself man, man only,
man as they were men, to whom the
word of GOD came? If this be not
to disclaim divinity in point of na-
ture, what could have been? Can
more unequivocal interpretation be
given to the import of the title, Son
of GOD, on the ground on which he
presumed to adopt it? Against such
unambiguous evidence, would the hy-
pothesis of an' apostle, if such could
be found; weigh one feather in the
scale? Yours,

~ TE TACE.

R —

Illustrations of Scripture.
[From an interleaved Bible.]

Heb.ii. 17. It behoved him to be
made like unto his .brethren,” 1. e. it
was fit and right, the .obligation not
pressing on Christ, but being spoken
of absolutely.  In exactly the same
way, Cesnr in his Commentaries, § 3.
Damnatum peenam sequi oportebat, ut
igni cremaretur, viz. It belioved him, .
being condemned, to be punished, by
being burned. |
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REVIEW,

¢ Still pleas’d to praise, yet not afraid to blame.”-..PorE.
et ‘

Art. [.=The Book of Job, literally

transluted from the original Hebrew,

and restered to its natural Arrange-
nent ¢+ with Notes critical and illus-

trative; and an introductory Dis-
sertation on its Scene, Scope, Lan-
guage, Author and Cbject. By
John Mason Good, F. R.S. Mem.
Am. Phil. Soc. and F. L. S. of
Philadelphia. L.ondon: Black, Par-
ry and Co. 1812, 8vo. pp. 491.

HE qualifications requisite to a
: translator of the book of Job,
are of no ordinary standard, How far
they belong to Mr. Gocd, must be
determined by a diligent and candid
review of his performance. Various
literary productions have made this
gentleman known to the public: and
even they who are least partial to
him-as a writer, must admit that in
industry he surpasses most of his con-
temporaries.

In the present number we shall
examine his introductory Dissertation.
To his eulogium on this noble poem---
to his general estimate of its character
and importance---we feel little hesi-
tation in subscribing. And we shall
now accompany him in his inquiry into
“ the scene” of the book, ¢ its scope,
object and arrangement ; its language,
and the difficulties attending a trans-
lation of it; its author and zra; -and
the doctrines which it incidentally
developes.”

I. ¢« Nothing,” says Mr. Good, « is
clearer than that- all the persons in-
troduced into the ensuing Poem were
Idumzeans, dwelling in Idumsa, or, in
other words, Ixdomite Arabs.” Bo-
chart, Spanheim, and the writers of
the Universal History, place the land
of Uz in Sandy Arabia, which Rosen-
miiller, whose Prolegomena, &c. in
Jobum have now reached this coun-
try, considers as likely to be its po-
sifion.* Indeed, on looking into Jer.
XXv. 20, 21, we find that Uz and
Lidom are spoken of as distinct from
€ach other. Of the spot upon which
Job dwelt, Blayney{ remarks, * It

-

* Prolegom. 26.
1 Im his mete on Jer. xxv, 20.

was most probably on the confines of
Idumeea, if not a part of it:” and in
this opinion we are disposed to ac-
quiesce. We do not ditter greatly
from Mr. G’s., which is well sup-
ported by the authority and reason-
mg of Bishop Lowth.* But we sub-
mit, whether the Dissertator has not
expressed hinself with somewhat tco
much of confidence? He justly com-
mends the ““meoedesty” of Ixunsebius: and
in the event of his printing a second
edition of his Translation, he will per-
haps at once imitate and praise this
Jlearned ecclesiastical historian, and
enable us to verify the quotation
made (ix.) from his works; of the
substantial correctness of which, how-
ever, we do not doubt, though it has
the appearance of being inaccurately
printed. The manners of the Poem
are, beyond controversy, Arabian ;
a fact of far more importance than
ouranswer to the question, lu what
disirict are Job and his friends de-
scribed as living? DNot that even
this investigation is without ifs use;
nor that we judge it unwortny of the
notice of studious men. ~tii), we
think it the least momentous of the
matters which occupy our Transla-
tor's preliminary discourse, and not
among the clearest.

II. He states the subject proposed by
the writer of the Poem to be ¢ the
trial and triumph of the integrity of
Job.” Such, no doubt, is the general
argument of the bock. Its scope,
nevertheless---the object of its author
---seems to have been higher; to vin-
dicate the ways of God to man, by
shewing that severity of afflicticnis no
proof of the sufferer's guilt. The
individual case of Job is subservient to
this moral. Whether he really exist-
ed, has been a topic of dispute among
scholars and divines. But we believe
that historical truth is the busts of
this work. The natare of the refer-
ences in Scripture to its principal cha-
racter,t afford a strong presumpiion
that he is not the offspring ofthie poet’s

* Praelectiones, &e. xxxii. not. sub. init.
1 Ezck. xiv. 14,20, James v. 11 |



BO

fancy. As to the structure of the
poem, we are of opinion that it is, for
the most part, fabulous. The intro-
duction, the concluding chapters, the
preciseness and the care with which
the leading speakers are brought be-
fore us, three several times, in rota-
tion, have a very artificial appearance.
Surely, Mr. Good conteuds for too
much when he attempts to evince that
in these circumstances there isnothing
imconsistent with a narrative of facts.
Will not sound criticism be satisfied
with the admission that facts are the
ground-work of the book? Rosen-
miiller's arguments to this effect,*
are at once concise and forcible.

Mr. Good assumes a doctrine 1o
which we cannot accederespecting the
Suatan ofthe book of Job; and, for the
better support of his theory, offers a
construction of Chap. i. 8. ii. 3. upon
which we shall animadvert in the pro-
per place. Iieconsiders this poem as
“ a regular Hebrew Epic,” and adds,
‘ were 1t necessary to enter so mi-
nutely into the question, it mighteasily
be proved to possessallthe move pro-
minent features of an epic, as collected
and laid down by Aristotle himself.”
This criticisim, formerly maintained
by a foreign author, has found an
opponent in Iichhornt, and is in-
capable of bkeing supported. The
book consists almost entirely of dia-
logue. 'There is so little action
throughout that we cannot with rea-
son style the poetry either epic or
dramatic. And, though the compo-
sition i1s eminently sublime, beautiful
and pathetic, yet, as Rosenmiiller just-
Iy remarks, its merits are vindicated,
and not lessened, by our forbearing
to give it a technical classification:
“ Quod autem huic poemati et le-
gitimi dramatis et epici carminis ti-
tulum abjudicamus, nihil de ejus
pretio derogatum imus, quod ii potius
facere cemsendi sunt, qui ad alienam
normam id inique exigere volunt,
unde necesse est vitiosum et mancum
videri, quod sane in suLo genere est
pulcherrimum et perfectissimum.” |

The present trauslator offers a va-
luable amalysis of this composition,
which he divides into six parts, in-

* Prolegom. 3---8.
T Emleitung in das A.T. B. 111. 555, &c.
(Ed. 3.)
I Preleg. 22.
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cluding the opening or exordiuin,
These are as follow: 1.) Ch. i.---i1,
Q.) iil.---Xv. 8.) XV.,---XXil. 4.) XXIii,
---XXXil.  5.) XxXXl.---xxxvil.  6.)
xxXviii. Hereafter, we shall point
out a few mistakes (such we conceive
them to be), both of sentiment and
language, in this part of the Disser-
tation.

III. We have the pleasure of agree-
ing with Mr. Good in his general
statement of the difficulties attending
a trauslation of the book of Job, and
of the necessity of a knowledge of
Arabie to the translator. If in modern
times the sense of the poem has been
more fully developed than heretofore,
we owe the benefit chiefly to the
nicer care with which the study of
the Oriental tongues and dialects has
been pursued. Sacred criticism has
received great assistance from the cul-
tivation of this branch of learning;
though, in the volumes of a few and
even celebrated authors, it has often
degenerated into puerile refinements.

Even the mere English reader of
the poem before us, must be aware ot
the arduousness of making a vernacu-
lar translation of it; as he cannot fail
to perceive that our public version of
Job, though executed by men of
ability and erudition, is frequently
obscure. Perhaps no book in the

Old Testament has so much engaged

the attention of critics and theologians
widely varying from each other in
their degrees of knowledge, taste and
judgment. Yet most of them have
thrown light upon this fine vestige
of ancient genius; while room 1s still
left for the efforts of future comnmenta-
tors and translators.

LV. It is no easy task to ascertain
the author and the zera of the book of
Job. That is was composed before
the delivery of the Jewish law, cannot,
wennagine, be reasonably questioned.
We are unable to discover in this
poem any traces of persons and trans-
actions subsequent to the period we
have just mentioned : and, indeed, it
remains to be scen whether allu-
sions are herc made even to much
carlier incidents recorded in the sa-
cred history? DBy whom the book
was written, can be a matter only of
conjecture. ‘They who assign it to
Moses, advance an opinion far more
plausible than any other which has
been hazarded om the subject: yet
the examples adduced by Mr. G. as
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« exhibiting.-a very singular proof of
para]lelism," seem insuﬁ‘ici’ent for his
purpose. Had we in this case in-
dependent evidence of what our trans-
lator denominates, somewhat quaintly,
« an unity of authorship,” these spe-
cimens of a likeness between parts of

the acknowledged writings of the He-

brew Lawgiver and detached portions
of the Poem uuder our consideration,
would not be devoid of weight. In
the absence of external testimony,
Mr. G. must excuse us if we say that
he decides rather more peremptorily
than the state of the argument will
justify. Rosenmiillerascribesthe work
to some writer who flourished long
afterwards.---¢¢ Vel ipsa Salomonis
xtate, vel proximis, quae illam inse-
cuta sint, temporibus;’* but he does
not venture even to guess who the
author was. The hypothesis of War-
burton, we presume, is almost ex-
ploded ; though we learn from the
Leipziger Literatur---£Leitung, of Au-
gust 16th. 1813, that Professor Bern-
stein, of Berlin, honours it with his
countenance. It is a memorable in-
stance of one theory being formed to
prop, if possible, another. Thus a
weak and ill-planned structure re-
quires to be sustained by buttresses,
which frequently add little to the
strength of the building, while they
are sure to heighten its deformity.

V. ¢« The chiefdoctrines of the pa-
triarchal religion, as collected from
different parts of the poem,” Mr. GGood
thus enumerates:

“ 1. The creation of the world by
one supreme and eternal Intelligence.

*“ 2. Its regulation, by his perpe-
tual and superintending providence.

“3. The intentions of his provi-
dence carried into effect by the minis-
tration of a heavenly hierarchy.

“ 4. 'I'he heavenly hierarchy, com-
posed of various ranks and orders, pos-
sessing different names, dignities and
offices.

“5. An apostacy, or defection, in
some rank or order of these powers;
of which Satan seems to have been
one, and perhaps chief.

“ 6. The good and evil powers or
principles, equally formed by the
Creator, and hence equally denomi-
nated ¢ Sons of God; both of them
employed by him in the administra-

pna———

* Proleg. 35, 36.
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tion of his providence; and both
amenable to him at stated courts,
held for the purpose of receiving an
account of their respective missions.

“ 7. A day of future resurrection,
Judgment, and retribution, te all man-
kind. -

¢ 8. The propitiation of the Crea-
tor, in the case of human transgress-
1ons, by sacrifices, and the. mediation
and intercession of a righteous per-
son.”

Having finished this enumeration,
the translator says, ¢ Several of these
doctrines are more clearly developed
than others: yet I think there are
sufficient grounds for deducing the
whole of them.” The practice of
deduction, alas! is much too frequent
among reputed theologians, and has
mainly contributed to the support of
unscriptural and antichristian tenets. -

As to ¢ the creation of the world
by one supreme and eternal Intel-
ligence, and its regulation by his per-
petual and superintending provi-
dence,”’ these truths are more than
developed in the book of Job---more
than deducible from this ancient Poem:
for 2t teaches them n plain and wunam-
biguons language. We will advert,
at the foot of the page, to some pas--
sages which are the vouchers of our
assertion.* Can as much be main-
tained concerning the remainder of
the opinions stated by Mr. Good?
Are not his Dissertation and his notes
a proof that these have long been
controverted, so far as regards the .
poem before us?

For the deduction that the designs
of divine providenceare ¢ carried into
effect by the ministration of a heaven-
ly hierarchy,” he refers to Ch. i. 6, 7.
1v. 13, 19. v. 1. XXxXill. 22, 23.

‘Now inthe first ofthese textsmention
is made indeed of the sonsof Ged : yet
respecting their nature and abode the
writer has been profoundly silent;
and from his silence, 1t were;-surely,
unbecoming to dedwce a proposition so
comprehensive and important.  The
title sons of God is bestowed, in the
New Testament, upon Chrstians;{
so that it c¢oes not necessarily desig-
nate beings superior to the huwman
race. I the 18th verse of Chap. v,

7

* Ch. xxxviil.---xh. Ch. 1. 9, 21.
1. 10, v, 8---27. 1x. 4---13,

4 1 John i, 1.
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the. word angels is cquivalent with
messengers. It receives illustraiion
from the term servants in the preced-
ing clause ; and, though thes~ are, in
the 19th verse, contrasted with man-
khind, the poet, however, does not de-
clare that all or moest of the intentions
of Providence are executed ¢ by the
ministration of a heavenly hierarchy.”
A hierarchy implies a gradation of
rank, of which (whether it exist or
not) we read nothing in these verses.
The propriety of the appeal to ci.
v. 1, must be determined by a few
observations, to be made hereafter
on the rendering of it. Our public
translation has saints, for which Mr.
G. subsiitutes heavenly hosts. The
case of ch. xxxii. 22, 23, is the same.

- Thus it appears that of this gentle-
man’s four references the two first
do not reach the extent of his deduc-
tion ; while the others admit, and may
‘even be found to require, a transla-
tion differing from his own.

- It is not from A rabian writers, from
¢ the Mahommedans in general,”
from Chiistian and still less from
Pagan poets, that such tenets should
be taken by believers in revelation,
We coniine ourselves to the question,
whether the existence of a heavenly
kierarchy be taughi by Moses and the
prophets, by Jesus and the aposties ?
It is the province of scriptural criti-
cism to ascertain the ordinary import
of a word at the time of its being em-
ployed by the sacred writers ; instead
of giving it a sense derived from coin-
paratively modern hypotheses, and,
as the effect of a false association of
1deas, imagined to be ancient. As-
suming the truth of some popuiar
speculations 1n theology, 1t will not
be difficult for us to conceive of a
precess of the mind by means of which
traces of them shall seem 10 occur in
scripture.  But the inquiry still re-
mains, whether they are =0 propound-
ed there that “he who runs may
read” them? What believer in the
authority ofthe New Tectamnent ever
spoke of the doctrines of ihe nhardon
of sin upon repentance, the resurrec-
tion of the dead, and the future judg-
ment of the world by Jesus Christ as
being simply developed in its books,
being deductble, truly! from its con-
tents? |

These observations are applicable
not only to the notion of @ heavenly
hierarchy, butto that of * an apostaey”™

Review.---Good's Translation of the Book of Job.

among the celestial orders; which
tenei, accordingto Mr. G., “is derived
from iwc or three passages that may,
perh-ps, admit of a different expla-
nation,” Whether Satan be intro-
duced, in C'h. 1. and ii. as an evé/ and
apostate spirii, is at least questionable.
Upon this subject the translator com-
municates to0 us more 1aformation
than the author of the poem. The
Satan of the book of Job, is not the
Satan of the (‘haldees,* but is repre-
sented as a judicial officer in the court
of God. After the seventh verse of
the second chapter this being entirely
disappears, Mr. Good indeed says,
that the opponents of the patriarch
“ were excited” by ‘¢ the archdaemon:”
on what evidence he builds his asser-
tion, we have yet to learn. If the
writer's silence is to be thus supplied
by ¢ the coinage” of our Dissertator’s
‘¢ brain,” any fancy whatever may be
deduced from scripture. Had the
poet conceived of Satan as Mr. G.
does, he would have employed lan-
guage more nearly resembling Mr,
G’s. When, in the natural order of
our review, we proceed to the re-
mainder of this gentleman’s volume,
we shall with strict impartiality in-
quire, whether his version of ch. iv.
18. xv. 15, betray or not any fond-
ness for ¢ systematizing ?” 'The truth
or the falsehood of this doctrine of «@
defection among the celestial orders,
1s not now the matter of our investi-
gation. Our sole purpose is to warn
our readers against imagining that it
is clearly developed in this poem. -

In favour of ¢ the doctrine of an
universal resurrection and retribution”
Mr. Good addwnces ch. xiv. 10—15.
XiX. 23—20. xxi. 28, 30. xxxi. 18,
14. Of these texts the first is, in our
eyes, declaratory of the contrary te-
net: nor can the Dissertator enlist
it into his service without previously
employmg the word renovation in-
stead of change. 'This passage and
the rest of the supposed authorities
we will discuss when we advance to
his version and his notes. For the
present, we only ask, whether the
hypothesis of a future life’s being
even developed in the book of Job, be
not at variance with the scope of the
poem, and with its interesting moral ?
It is curious to notice the mixture of

* Kinleitung in das A. T. von J. G.
Eicbhorn, 3rd Bd. (3. Ac.) 592, 595.
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decision and of doubt with which
Mr. Good expresses himself in this
part of his Dissertation---v. g < 1t
seems clear--it seems evident--- it proves
obviously’’ ! |

- He quotes ch. xv. 18---22. xvi. 22.
%xvil.'1. xvil. 11. xxx. 24, 25, as the

principal passages ¢ against the exis-

tence of a future life.” But then he
adds, immediately, ¢ all these pas-
sages rather refer to an insensibility or
dissipation of the soul upon death,
than to the questicn of a re-existence
at some future period: and hence
they cannot strictly be said to anni-
hilate this latter doctrine.”” Now, af-
ter reading again and again the above-
mentioned texts, we can discern in
them no traces whatever of the dis-
tinction which Mr. G. finds it so
convenient to suggest. The holy
sufferer speaks of the hope of man as
destroyed: and though he wishes to
retain it, yet he knows that thus much
is beyond his power,

““ Yea, my hopes !—who shall point themni

out ? ‘
To the grasp of the grave must they fall a
prey.”’

We are next referred to ch. i. 5.
xlii. 8, 9, as texts in which are de-
veloped  the propitiation of the Crea.
tor, in the case of human transgres-
sions, by sacrifices, and the media-
tion and intercession of a righteous
person.” These passages we have,
accordingly, examined with great at-
tention : and in the former we meet
with a record of the fact that Job's
parental affection and habitual piety
induced him to offer sacrifices every
day for his children ; while from the
other we learn that, at God’'s command,
he presented intercessory prayers for
his three friends, who, however, were
specially directed to bring with their
own hands a prescribed sacrifice. In
these instances there was nothing of
propeteation and mediation, in the sense
it which the words are commonly
understood. We' may as well con-
Jecture that sacritices were symbolical
of Divine mercy as that they were
either propitiatory or vicarious.

On reading My. Good's introdac-
tory Dissertation, we have frequently
wished that the provinces of the trans-
lator of the scriptures and of the doc-
trinal expositor of them, were con-
sidered as distinct; the correctness
and fidehty of a version of these

53

writings being unavoidably affected
1n some degree by the preconceived
idea of their containing passages from
which certain doctrines may be learn-
ed in the way of inference and dedric-
tion.

We shall weigh the intrinsic me-
rits of the translation before us with
its pretensions. Mr. Good assures
his readers that he has not been « a
niggard in labour;’ and we believe
him. We admire his industry and
ardour, his attachmment to scriptural
criticism and oriental learning. His
views of the manmer in which the
book of Job should be rendered from
the original, are enlightened and cor-
rect; and, if he has not uniformly
succeeded in exemplifying them, it
must be remembered that he could
command ounly a few hours in every
week (actively engaged as he is in
the duties of his profession) for the
execution of his task. Upon our can-
dour and forbearance he possesses a
yet stronger claim; inasmuch as he
never treats preceding or his contem-
porary labourers in the field of sacred
Iiterature with arrogance and illiber-
ality. If we think him sometimes
unduly confident in his positions, and
sometimes inaccuratein hisreasonings,
we have, ncvertheless, the pleasure
of observing that he uniformly avoids
offensive and personal strictures upon
those who dissent from his conclusions.

The style of his Dissertation might
be improved. But we content our-
selves with pointing out one mark of
haste. In page xxiii, Mr. G. speaks
of the goad as passing into the soul of
Job, yet not poisoning it. The me-
taphor is incongruous. We would at-
tempt to give it consistency, were not
our translator an enemy to the conjec-
turel pERHAPS in matters of wverbal
criticism !

Some of the Hebrew words which
he takes occasion to cite in his in-
troductory Discourse, are wrougly
printed. Are these errors attributa-
ble to the distance of Broxbourn* from
the metropolis? Reviewersand their
readers will be somewhat deficient in
experience and in charity, if they
cannot allow for typographical mis-
takes flowing from this source.

* 'This work issues from the Broxbdourx
press, in Hertfordshire,
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ArT. Il. Discourses an Universal Re-
stitution, delivered to the Society of
Protestant Dissenters in Lewin's
Mzad, Bristol. By John Prior Est-
lin, LL. D. 8vo. pp. 211. Long-
man and Co. 1813.

Whilst the subject and the argu-
ments of this work were under dis-
cussion in our last volume, we thought
it scarcely decorous to bring the
Discourses under our. own review :
they are too important however to
‘be passed over, though after the in-
vestigation which they have under-
gone, we may content ourselves with
a cursory notice.

The Discourses are the familiar ad-
dresses of an aged pastor to his flock,
on a topic of supreme importance,
to which his attention and zeal have
been lately directed; hence they
discover a confidence and urgency of
mannerwhich viewed in anyotherlight
would be scarcely pleasing, but to the
same circumstance must be attributed
the simplicity, pathos and eloquence
with whichso many passages in them
abound. Dr. Estlin was brought over
to the doctiine of Universal Restitu-
tion by his friend the late much-la-
mented and reverend Rochemont Bar-
bauld*, whose almost unceasing re-
monstrances forced him to re-con-
sicder the subject and to contemplate it
in all its bearings and connexions.
(p. 71.) His zeal, indeed, points him
nutas a new convert : but, at the saine
time, the hypothesis which he asserts
1s so beautiful and cheering, reflects
so much glory on the universal
Father and sheds such beams of com-
fort and joyupon the condition of the
children of men, that it seems im-
possible that any one should hold it
with indifference.
¢ Passion is reason, transport temper here.’
There may be enthusiasm, but it is
surely an amiable, nay more, a noble
enthnsiasm in the preacher’s estimate
of his favourite doctrine (p. 203).

¢“ It appears to me be a part of the plan
of divine providence,the whole of which
is founded in infinite wisdom, that the
doctrine of firnal salvation should at this
period of the Christian Church be revived,
as particularly adapted to the cure of

those moral disorders which prevuil in the
world.”’

e

* For an account of Mr. Barbauld from
a pen capable of doing justice to the sub-

ject, see M. Repos. Vol. iii. pp, 706—709,
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Universal happiness must be al-
lowed to be the best proof of infinite
love, and what sentin.ent 1s so power-
ful in the excitcinent of practical
benevolence as the persuasion that
the author of ail things is the Father
and the Friend of his reasonable
creatures > Were this conviction ge-
nerally and deeply felt, there vyould be
little bigotry, persecution or war.

1t is a consolatory fact that the
doctrine at least of eternal torments
has been losing ground since the Re-
formation. The Reformers inherited
it from the Church of Rome, and
might assert it with the more vehe-
mence and apply it the more largely
in order to shew their opposition to
purgatory, a state of remedial pain:
but Dr. Estlin suggests (p. 50.
1ote) that the most convincing evi-
dence we have of even Calvin’s habi-
tnal belief of it is his burning Ser-
vetus! The tremendous doctrine is
certainly not contained in the Articles
of the Church of England: it was
asserted in the Forty-two Articles,
settled in the reign of Edward the
Sixth, but was happily rejected when
the number of Articles was reduced
to Thirty-nine (p. 16, 17)- In the
Athanasian Creed it may indeed be
implied, but it would be unjust to
determine the faith of the National
Church from a formulary, of which
all its enlightened and liberal mem-
bers have long been ashamed. The
most zealous advocates of the doctrine
are to be found amongst the Metho-
dists; but the zeal of most of them
has of late cooled upon this point,
and not a few of them embrace the
opinion of final happiness to all. On
what other supposition, can they main-
tain the ultimate triumphs of divine
grace, the eflicacy of the cross of
Christ, and the fulfilment of the pro-
phecy, that in the Messiah shall < all
the families of the earth be blessed’ !

Dr. Estlin wonders and grieves
that the advocates of destruction or
annihilation (the words differ, bLut
the thing is the same,) should have
been chiefly Unitarians: but surely
this doctrine is infinitely preferable
to that of eternal pains and penalties.
We remember the time when our
escape from the scheme of the As-
sembly’s Catechism to this moderate
system, filled us with inexpressible
Joy: we had landed upon solid ground,
after being long vexed upon a sea
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of doubt and disquietude, and it was
some time before we felt any anxiety
to explore the goodly land which
we had reached, and to gather all

the pleasant and exhilarating fruits
which we now know by expe-
vience that it wields. Ide that,

educated amidst the rigours of Cal--

vinism, embraces the destruction
scheme,sadias obtained a shelter ; the
storm is over ; the Supreme Power
no longer does evil: but still, it may
be urged, is this enough? Is any
doctrine worthy of God that does
not represent him as effecting all
possible good to his own offspring?
If he does not will good to all, where
is his goodness? If he wills, und
cannot effect, wherve is his wisdom or
yower? It is no reply to this argu-
ment that there is evil in the present
world : should it be granted that
there is real unmixed evil, this would
indeed be a presumption in favour of
the eternity of evil; but i3 it for the
honour of the highest, the only Good,
to allow that under his reign, evil
will be eternal ? This however is not
granted ; for it is contended that all
the evil of life is temporary and also
remedial, and thatthefuture and final
happiness of intelligent beings will be
increased by this arrangement of the
Divine Providence. We have an il-
lustration of this supposition in sleep,
which is a defect, but which promotes
greatly the comfort of all animals; and
also, in corporeal pain, which in thLe
wise and benevolent scheme of things
is compensated by pleasure, and with-
out which, perhaps, pleasure were
not.

It may be granted that the letter
of scripture is favourable to the doc-
trine of destruction, as it is to that of
transubstantiation : a second death,
however, does not any more than a
first preclude a revival, and as Dr.
Iistlin justly insinuates (p. 141) afirst
resurrection implies a second.  Mr.
Locke has long ago proved that the
human mind has no proper idea of
eternity, and can have none; divine
revelation, therefore, cannot possibly
tecach any doctrine with regard to
eternity ; the utmost that it undertakes
to reveal is concerning ages of ages,
beyond which, in fact, eternity lies:
and therefore it might be admitted
that the wicked will be punished
(but punishment may consist in the
mere privatioh of a certain kind or
degree of good) to the utmost length
that men’s faculties can reach, and

€t be reasonably and sucgessfully
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contended that the end of all God’s
creatures will be happy. In theJew-
ish idiom, ages of ages are only defi-
nite periods ; of these thelongestmay
be the Messizh’s reign ; but when he
has accomplished his work by the
destruction of all enemies to man,
and especially death (now death can
be destroyed only by those that have
fallen captive to death being set free
by life), it is the doctrine of the apos-
tle that he will resign the kingdom to
God, who -will be all and in all,

¢“ And where he vital breathes, there must
[be joy.”’
Even the decided advocates of de-
struction must, one should think,
wesh to be able to renounce their sys-
tem ; they must certainly wish this,
if they desire the happiness of all man-
kind. But to desire this end is the
characteristic of a good man ; and is
it not the attribute of the infinitely
good God, whose all men are, and
whose periection consistsin his being,
not specuiatively but practically, their
father, and whose perfections, wisdom
and power, as well as benevolence,
are all infinitely equal ? |
According to present appearances
and also to scriptural representations,
the majority of mankind must suffer
punishment in the world to come
(p- €3); let that punmishment be final
and enrdless, and what a prospect is
here for tlie philanthropist! Without
a resurrection, the destruction scheme
would be plausible enough: but the
testimony of scripture is decisive as
to the revivification of the wicked ;
why then on this hypothesis are they
to be dragged forth from their slnm-
bers >— only to be tormented---that
their torments may end them. And
this is the amount of the divine
proniise, sealed by martyrdoms and
miracles, that < as in Adam «ll die,
so in Christ shall all be made alive I
In proportion to the improvement
of hurnan socicty, capital punish-
ments have been exploded, and the
avowed ends of penal justice have
been the security of society and the
reformation of offenders (p. 115, &c.).
This is the natural march of benevo-
lence. Where thiere is more, where
there 1s all wisdom and power,---in
the other world---will there be less
benevolence aud less happinegs? And
will our Howards and Romillys go
into the future state, mcapacitated by
their goodness in the present, for ad-
miring the meagures of th¢ divine
government :
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OBITUARY. | ‘

—*—

My. Thomas Mullett. |
THE following is the conclusion of the

Funeral Address delivered at the inter-
ment of Mr. Thomas Mullett, by the Rev.
John Evans, in Bunhill Flelds, Wednes-
day, Nov. 23, 1814. The Address has
. been printed merely for circulation among
the relatives and friends of the deceased.

This doctrine of the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, forins a most
consolatory topic under the deprivation of
relatives and. friends. The transition,
therefore, is natural and easy to the enu-
meration of a few particulars relative to
ourmuch respected deczased drother,whuse
removal has brought us together on this
mournful occasion.

Mgr. Toomas MULLETT was born at
Taunton in the year 1745---an era me-
morable in the annals of British history,
for an ineffectual attempt to restore arbi-
trary power and spiritual tyranny through-
out these kingdoms. His parents belonged
to the community of Fmends, among whom
he was brought up, but on his marriage he
reling uished his connexion with that So-
cxety. Agreeably to the education which
he had received, he soon entered the com-
mercial world. Humanly speaking---he
was the arbiter of his own fortune. Provi-
dence, indeed, smiled upon his continued
and persevering efforts, so that, at length,
he attained to an honourable 1ndependellcy
He visited the United States of America
three times, and formed connexions in
that distant p‘nt of the globe upon a large
scale and of highrespectability. There,
as well as in this country, he was esteemed
by a numerous circle of friends---who knew
bis worth, and will hold in honour his me-
mory.

In the political world also he at one
period, took a distinguished part—--for he
had not adopted the absurd opinion, that
when men become Christians they are to
relinquish all concern for the rights and
privileges of the civil community. At
Bristol, where he began his career, and
where he resided formany years, he took
the lead in what included the welfare of
that ancient and populous city. There it
was, that through good and evil report, he
opposed that unfortunate war which se-
vered the American colonies from the pa-
rent stock and 1n every stage of 1ts pro-
gress he hfted up his voice against its im-
policy and wickedness. It was deplored
by every friend to humanity . *

* Among the many anecdotes with which
the deceased amused and interested his
friends, there is ovre, respecting (GENERAL

~of mankind.

It is a circumstance worthy of mention,

that he was the lastof the fwelve persons whe

were engaged in inviting the celebrated
Fdmund Burke to be the representative of
the city of Bristol, than whom no one, both
without and within the walls of the senate,
reprobated more eloquently the deleterious
consequences with which that contest was
attended. Few-understood better than.did
the Deceased the rights of the subject—
none advocated with more manly firmness
the principles of «1vIL and of RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY, which he knew included 1n alj
their ramifications, the prosperity of man-
kind.

His intellectual powers were of a superi-
or cast—and he had an intimate knowledge
There was a clearness in his
perceptions, and a calmness in his deliber-
ations, favourable to accuracy of judg-
ment. He was aware of the’ perturbed
emotions by which the human breast is
swayed, and he guarded against those in-
veterate preJudlces by which obliquity of
judgment is generated. - His infermation
on most subjects was correct, and he ex-
ercised the utmest caution in making up
his mind. His sentiments, once formed,
were seldom altered, and his measures,
determined upon, were invariably carried
into execution. Indeed, his leading cha.
racteristics were firmness of opinion and
consistency of conduct. Having taken a
comprehensive view of what was offered to
his consideration---his mind was not haras-
sed by any puerile vacillations---but, con-

WasuiNnGToN, that he told me, which
ought not to be lost. When Mr. Mullett
first visited the United States of America
it was at the close of the war, when he was
introduced to General Washington. With
this great and good man he passed some
time at his seat, Mount Vernon. Beside
other flattering marks of attention, General
Washington, when alone with him in his
library, asked him if Ze had seen any in-
dividual in that country who was compe-
tent to the task of writing a history of that
unhappy contest? Mr. Mullett, with his
usual presence of mind, replied---¢¢I know
of one and ome onl_/, competent to the
task.”---The General eagerly asked---
¢““ Who can that individual be > Mr,
Mullett remarked---“CmsAr wrote his own
Commentaries "> The General bowed and
replied---¢¢ Cwsar could write his Commen-
taries ; but, Sir, £ ZAnow the atrocities
commlttcd on both sides have been so great
and many, that they cannot be fa,ntllfullv

rccorded, and had better be buried in ob-
livien ! M
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ccious of the firmness of the ground on
which he stood---he prosecuted his object
till it was accomplished.

Hence it is that he was looked up to by
a number of respectable characters, and
not unfrequently occupied in matters of
arbitration between his fellow-citizens in
the commercial world. He had, for some
time past, withdrawn himself from the
bustle of political life, yet he has been
mere than once consuited on transatlantic
affairs, especially by an enlightened mem-
ber of the legislature of the present day.
This patriot and philanthropist he visited,
and used to pass a few days with him at his
house in-the country. No individual was
more strenuous in his exertions to persuade
the government, that the Jlate obnoxious
Orders in Council would be the cause’ of
3 war eventually, to be deplored by Bri-
tons. Ever the advocate of peace, he in
these latter, as well as former hostilities,
viewed alike the measures adopted towards
America as destructive of public tranquil-
lity. How far he was correct in predicting
the evil consequences of the present con-
test, time alone can determine. Buatl am
warranted in declaring, that ‘had he sur-
vived its issue, he would bave ardently
hailed the return of tke dlessings aof peace
with a country, to which by origin, con-
nexions and langwage, we are so closely
allied. He rejoiced that the ravages of war
had, in a measure, ceased---and he fondly
hoped, thatere long, human beings would
discern the folly and wickedness of an ap-
peal to arms, instead of having recourse to
a wise adjustment of the oppesite and jar-
ring interests of mankind.

With respect to his religion, having been
educated in the principles of the Friends,
he retained a partiality for their views, es-
pecially as they are detailed in the writing's
of Barclay and Penu---who held them in
their purity. I have, more than once, not
only heard him declare how incontestible
were the great leading facts of the Chris-
han religion, but also express his admira-
tion of the unparalleled moral excellence,
which beams forth with a pure and efful-
geut glory in the character of Jesus Christ.
Qfmn, however, did he lament, with other
pous and liberal individuals of different
denominations, that the mild and pacific
spirit of THE SAVIOUR was not more con-
3picuous amongst the professors of Chris-
tianity,

The deceased married, Mary, the daugh-
ter of the Rev. and venerable Hugh Evans,
and sigter to the Rev. Dr.Caleb Evans, presi-
dent of the Baptist Academy at Bristol. I
scarcely need add, that his father-in-law
had an unfeigned regard for him, and his
brother.in-law was, to the day of his death
most sincerely attached to him. He had a

\gh opinion of his good sense, consulting
l'fn on every important occasion, and re-
ying upon his judgment with no inconsi-

VoL. X. .
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derable satisfaction. His excellent part-
ner proved, in the best sense of the word,
a help-mate---participating of his joys,
and dividing his sorrows throughout his
variegated career of life. Her piety-—-her
benevolence, aind her invariable kindness
endeared her to all who knew her. She
bore her husband eleven children---Four of
whom only, a sorn and tiree daughters, sur-
vive---on whose minds her truly maternal
affection bas left an indelible. impresssion.
Beloved and regretted, she died, 1800, in
the 56th year of herage. The surviving
Erogeny of both these estimable parents

new their worth, and rendered their lives
comfortable and happy. They now revere
and bless their inemory.

Our deceased friend enjoyed, for a long
series of years, a considerable portion of
health and strength---which, indeed, ear-
ried him through the very many avocations
in which he was engaged. Latterly, a
complaint in the head seized him, which
was relieved- by the advice of the faculty,
though by no meaus altogether removed.
But within these last twelvemonths, the
energies of nature declined, and the pow-
ers of life were seen hastening to a termi-
nation. Excursions to the sea-side, whi¢h
had generally been found eficacious, yield-
ed him no effectual relief. He retiirned
home from Hastings, as well as from a
previous visit to his favourite Isle of Wight, .
with alarming symptoms of the dropsy.
These indications of extreme debility in-
creased, and medical aid (the best that hu-
man judgment could suggest) became as it
will, alas! soon become to us all---una-
vailahle. His severe and acemnulated suf-
ferings he bore with the fortitude of a man,
and with the resignation eof the Christian.
He expired, at length, without a struggle
or a groan, in the sixiy-ninth year of his.
age.

Our excellent friend, indeed, never
feared the approach of death. Latterly, he
conversed freely and even cheerfully,
about his approaching dissolution. He
possessed a calmness and a firmness, when
speaking of his expected decease, that
whilst it gratified those around him, em-
boldened them to converse with him con-
cerning it. Such a conduct imparted con-
solation to this relatives and friends—his
character, indeed, through life and in
death 18 thus endeared to them by a thou-
sand different recollections. Even deliber-
ate orders for his funeral were given by
him, and amongst other requests he ex-
pressed a particular wish, that I should
pay this Jast sad tribute of respect to his
memory. It is not quite fwo years ago
since I was called to the painful task of
interring my highly respected relative,
and his beloved son-in-law, My. Joseph
Jefferies Evans, in.this cemetry. And
little did X then imagine, that I should he
so soon called to engage on a similar me-
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lancholv oecaston. The mwembers of this
once . large and numerous family have,
within these few years by death been great-
ly - reduced in numbers—but when the
links of 2 chain are lost and disappear
---the “circle is lessened, and the remaining
few ought to be drawn the closer together
in ties of atfection and sympathy. We are
born fo die, and we die to live FOR EVER.
Under the present gracious dispensation of
our Lord Jesus Christy, who by his RESUR-
RECTION Aath brought life and immortality
to light---the good man is empowered to
exclaim, amidst the ever-shifting scenes
of life, and under tbe severest paroxysms
of ‘dissolution---It is well for TIME, and it
shall be well for ETERNITY !
’ - )
Death of Joanna Southcott.

1814, Dec.27th.—Precisely at 4 o’cleck
in the morning, died the pretended pro-
phetess JoanNNA SouTHCOTT. 1n oneofthe
early numbers of our last volume we re-
corded a prediction of this extraordinary
woman, that towards the end of the year
she sheuld usher S#ilok into the world,
whom she had miraculously conceived in
her 66th year.
this prediction was, it met with more be-
lievers than could have been expected, in
what is termed this enlightened age. We
have now to register the circumstances of
an event, which has blasted the hopes of
those who were anxiously waiting for its
fulfilment. During the last ten weeks of her
life, Joanna was confined to her bed by
sickness and was able to take little or no
solid sustenance; soon after her confine-
ment she was prevatled upon to call in the
assistance of a Mr. Want, an experienced
surgeon, who appears to have been the
first who raised serieus doubts in her mind
concerning the reality of her pregnancy,
by stating it as his decided opinion "that
there was no foundation for its belief, and
that her disease must everntually terihinate
in death. Ie afterwards explained more
fully the grounds of his opinion in a letter
to her constant attendant and seeretary,
Ann Underwood, at the same time recom-
mending such medicines as might alleviate
the violence of her disorder though they
could not effect a cure. The answer, which
by the direction of Joanna he received,
shews what a great degree of infatuation
still possessed her; she expressed a ¢ de-
termination not to take medicine unless es-
pecially directed so to do by lhe Lovd.”
Mr. Want, anxious to discharge his pro-
fessional duty, proposed that she should
ttudergo an examination, that the precise
nature and state of her discase might he
ascertained ; but to this prudent proposal
neither she nor her friends would accede ;
her refusal was accompanied by a declara-
tion, that ¢ if she was not pregnant with a
human being, she was satisfied there was
some living ereature within her.”

Strange and fanatical as

Deatle ef Joanna Southeott.

This eonfidence, if real,; sooh abated; and
the positive opamion of the surgeon gradq.
ally opened her eyes to lier real- situation
and she seemed to be sensible that death
was drawing néar. On the 7th of Nevem-
ber she pretended to have reeeived frong
the Holy Spirit the following communiea.
tion; ‘¢ Before the end is over every one’s
faith will fail them, for her sufferings will
be so great, that she will appear as one
dead :’ it was also said, ‘¢ Let no one be
alarmed if thou appear = dead before
them for a while; I shall raise thee u
again.” I Joanna really believed. that
this -communication was made, it wra
serve to shew the great anxiety and distress

of mind she experienced,

In order to relieve this anxiety and sup.
port her drooping spirits, some of hrer fol-
lowers, whose- faith was greater than her
own, produced one of her prophecies pub-
lished so long ago as 1792, in whiech it was
sard, that the mother of Shiloh previous to
his birth would be as dead for four-days;
but would then revive and be delivered!
Such was thewr fanaticism, that although
they expected her death, yet they per-
suaded themselves it would he temporary
and they confidently looked for her revival
at the predicted time !

Joanna seems to have calmed herself in
some measture by this' persuasion, bat her
calm was of short duration, and as she
found death approaching hey agitation.of
mind rapidly increased. On the 19th of
November she sent for Dr. Reece, a medi-
cal attendant in whom she most confided,
and a scene ensued which shews how:great
were her mental econfliets. % Pinding
herself (she said) gradually dying, she
could not but consider her inspiration and
prophecies as a delusion.” She further
satd, addressing herseH to- her surrovnd-
ing friends, “ When you have heard me
speak of my prophecies, you have some
times heard me say that I. deubted my in-
spiration; bat at the- same time-you would
never let me despair. When: 1 have been
alone, it has often: appedred delusive ; but
when the commiunications were made to
me I did not doubt them.’

¢ Feeling as I now do, that my dissolu-
tion is drawing near, and that & day or two
inay terminate my life, it all appears delu-
sion.”” Omne of bher diseiples said to her,
‘“ Mother, your feelings are human. We
know that you are a favoured woman of
God, dnd that you will produce the pro-
mised child, and whatever you may say t0
the contrary will not diminish our faith.”
Fhis assuranee gave her cemfort. The
scenc concluded with: Joanna’s giving di-
rections to the Doctor ¢ to open her body
m case she should die, and ascertain the
cause of her feelings for the lust nine
months.”” After seme faxther instruetions
respecting her delivery if that should také
ploce, she dicdcwd her friundy, thag @ in
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/case she shenld appear as dead for three or
four days, no-force should be used to ex-
tricate the child,: but to leave her accord-
ing to the direegons given by the Spirit,
to be kept as ‘warm -as possible till there is
.a visible ehange taken plaee either in life,
or that actual death has taken place to the
full satisfaction of her friends.”

In this state of mind, wavering between
hope and despair, she appears to have lin-
gered till the day of her death. For afew
hours before this awful event she was in-
sensible though with seme- lucid intervals.
During these she appeared conseious of
her .approaching dissolution, which her
disciples regarded as a prelude to that
birth which they so eagerly and so blindly
expected. She now dictated a Will, in
which she expressed her conviction that
she had .been visited by. some good or evil
spirit. Hoping that she should. soon re-
vive, which she was satisfied would -be the
case if she had been visited by the Lord,
she .desived -she might be preserved with
every tender care for four days after disso-
lution, the fourth being that on which,
under Providence, she expected she should
be restored to life.and delivered. If. that
period expired without any symptoms of
re-aptmation, she directed that her} body
might be submitted to skilful-operetors.
Soon after she had thus made known her
pleasure she expired.

No painful feelings were excited by this
event in the minds .of Joanna’s proselytes.
Oge of them said :that ¢ her soul would
return, having only gone to heaven to le-
gitmmate the child which would be born.”
They .progeeded to-wrap the corpse in warm
blankets, to apply bottles of hot water to
the feet, and to keep the room warm in
which she lay, hoping by :these means to
prepare the:body for the return of the spirit,
which'they considered as merely ¢ gone
for .a while.”” The news of peace with
America arvived on. the day of her death,
a circumstance which inspired her follow-
ers with fresh confidence. *“ If you do not
see that God is about to do.a great work,
you must.be blind indeed,”’exclaimed one of
them. Two days after her death, although
Putrefaction had evidently begun to take
Place, still their.confidence was nnabated.
Of :the revival of Joanna .they had no
doubts, and all their anxiety was, that the
world might be convinced she was really
dead. Nine medical gentlemen were called
m to have oacular demonstration of this
fact, and a declaration was published in the
daily Papers, from which we extract the
following remarkable passage. ¢ Her
friends know her to he dead, but the arm of
the Lord s not shoxtened, and if he is
about to dn n great work upon the earth,
a5 they firmly- believe he is, they know that
he.can as .easily raise the dead to slife,ns
awakea person out ofa trance. ‘Mrs. South-
ott’s words akways have been, “that death
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or life would end- the strife;> and on that
ground her believers rest the question.’”
This infatuation continued the third and
even the fourth day, and the medical gen-
tlemen who were appointed to epen the
body, were net permitted to touch it till
the expiration of the last minute of the ap-
pointed time: crowdsassembied before the
door, and the inquiries respecting her re-
animation were made with the most anx-
ious hope, and the most eager expecta-
tion. The expiration of four days and
nights brought not with it the destruction
of thege hopes, and when her followers
were fpreced to relinquish all expectation.
that the life of the mother would be re-
stored, they still expected the birth of the
promised child. ¢ Their disappointment
(says Dr. Reece) on the opening of- the
body, may be better conceived than de-
scribed. It was strongly depicted inevery
countenance. They had all pictured to

-themselves many happy days, the enjoy-

ment of heavenon earth, This unexpected
change, so suddenly coming upon them,
was too much to bear. None however
condemned her as an impestor. One de-
clared that he would ever revere her me-
mory, and once a menth visit the spot
where she was laid with pious and reve-
rential awe !’

On Monday, Jan. 1st, her remains were
interred with the greatest privacy. The
corpse was accompanied by three or four
friends in disguise; and the few specta-
tors whom curiosity attracted around
the grave, had not the slightest suspicion
that the coffin before them contained the
body of Joanna Southcott.

Thus ended a delusion which has at
once surprised and disgraced our age and
country. In going over the. particulars
above stated, we have doubted whether
Joanna herself was not in.some measure
one of its dupes. Two of her physicians
have published accounts of her illness and
death, and they both agree that ¢ she was
more nfatuating than infatucted.’’ But
for the honour of human nature, we hope
that to persist in imposture when in the

- prospect of approaching death, and even

to. die with it falling from the lips, is.a
height of wickedness impossible to be at-
tained. On this question opinions will
vary, and we must leave her in the hands
of the merciful Judge of all the earth, who
in .the day when the secrets of all hearts
shall be disclosed, will do right. Whether
Joanna was deluded or not, it is plain from
the published accounts that she was ex-
ceedingly igmnorant; and it is surprising
that without any attractions of bedy or
mind, she should have made such an im-
pression on the religious world. Sur-
prising as this appears, it may be accoun}-
ed’ for, and we do not blame but pity the

- oredulity.of her followers. The blame must

attach to .the pepular system of religion
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which has long laboured to destroy the
natural connexion between reason and
faith, and has hence led to the idea, that
the more wonderful a doctrine is, the more
worthy it is of belief. If the Ministers of
the gospel would teach their hearers to
expect evidence before they gave assent,

Intelligence.~-Christian Tract Society.

in vain would pretended prophets and pro.
phetesses attempt to deceive  manking
Let the name of Joanna Southcott be re.
membered by the religioys world, and le;
it be a lasting warning that Reason, Upj.
derstanding, Evidence and Faith, ough;
ever to go hand in hand.

t—
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iy Christian Tract Society. .
PT'HE sixth anniversary of this Society

was holden on Wednesday the 16th of

November last, at the old London Tavern
Bishopsgate Steet, At the meeting for
business Willian Frend Esq. was called
“to the chair. The Report of the Com-
mittee was read by the Secretary. It
commenced by stating the continued
prosperity of the Society during the last

year ; though owing to some circumstances

which were explained, neither the num-
ber of New tracts published, nor the
total number circulated during that in-
terval had been so great as in the former
year. Only one New tract had been printed
and two of the former tracts reprinted,mak-
iug altogether 9000 copies. The Com-
mittee stated however, that they had left two
Manuscript Tracts to be published by their
successors, and intimated that it was likely
a new volume would be completed against
the annual distribution of the Tracts to
the subscribers. It appeared that up to
this time the Society had printed in all
about 200,000 Tracts, of which about
140,090, have already been circulated.
Tle Society’s property was stated as fol-
OwWs :
Estimated value of the stock in
hand ..................
Dise to the Society from the pub-

£ .s.d
245 0 0

liShers’ &C-OOOOCOCOOOOOOO 140 O 0
| 385 00
Due from the Society 31 2 6
for printing, &ec. 58 12 0
Balance due to the 27 9 6

Treasurer

Amountof the Society’s pre- @
scent property, . .. } £326 8 0

® @ o e ¢

The Committee having stated their
opinion that considerable inconvenience
had been experienced from the Anniver-
sary of the Society being held in Novem-
ber, it was vesolved, that in future the
annual meetings shall be held on the first
Thursday in the month of February, and
that the next Anniversary be postponed to
the first Thursday in February, 1816.

Thanks were voted to the several officers
‘of the Society, for their services during the
last year.

he following gentlemen were elected

anto oflice for the year ensuing.

JAMES EspaiLe Esq. Treasurer.
Rev. THoMASs REEs Secretary.
CoMMITTEE. Rev. R, Aspland, Mr. Foster,
Mr. Silver, Mr. Spyring, Mr. Parker, Mr,
Hart, Mr. Gibson, Mr. Titford, Mr. Roberts,
Mr. Parkes, Mr. Hall.

Avpirors. Mr. E.L. Mackmurdo, M,

W, Frend. Mr. John Taylor. |
The subscribers and other friends to the
Society afterwards dined together to the
number of Eighty. John Christie Eaq,
in the Chair. The evening was spent
in a manner highly to the satisfaction of
all present. Among the gentlemen whe
addressed the meeting were the Treasurer,
S}ames Esdaile Esq.) Mr. Alderman Wood,
r. Alderman Goodbehere, Mr. Frend,
Mr. Rutt and Mr. Gibson. We rejoiee
to be able to add thata considerable ad-

dition was made to the list of subscribers.

| |

Manchester, Dec. 31, 1814.
THE Quarterly Meeting of Ministers,
generally denominated Presbyterian,
in Manchester and its vicinity, was held
on Dec. 28. 1814. Twenty~one ministers
present. The Rev. Mr. Parker ormed
the devotional services, and the Rev. D.
Jones preached from Eccles. vii. 10, Two
new members were added to the associa-
tion. The next meeting will be at Roch-
dale on Good Friday. Mr. Parker will be
the preacher, and Mr. Whitelegg his sup-
porter. The dinner, at which forty-twe
Gentlemen were present, was at the Bridge-
water Arms. Among other topics of less
importiance, the circumstances of our Uni-
tarian brethren at Oldram were pressed
upon the attention of the meeting, and
about fifty pounds was immediately sub-
scribed for the purpose of erectingan
Unitarian, Chapel in Oldham. It may not
be improper here, perhaps, to inform our
Unitarian brethren in general, that con-
tributions for the--above purpose .are 1
be transmitted to the Rev. Wm. Harrison,
Manchester. In the course of the after-
noon, the Treasurer of the Manchester
New College, York, (to whom our great
obligation can never be. forgotten) gare
information respecting that valuable In-
stitution highly interesting to the meeting.
Our Dissenting brethren throughout the
United Kingdom cannot be too much im-
pressed with the value and advantages of
such an Institution, and they doubtless
will never suffer it to languish for want of
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sdequate support and countenancé; on
the contrary, they will exert themselves to
jmprove its present flourishing state. It
s an Institution eminently well calculated
for the ‘education of the gentleman and
the divine. The business of the Lanca-
ghire and Cheshire Book and Tract Socity

was transacted the following morning. .The
state of its finances is flourshing, and there
is a prospect of its proving very useful in,
promoting its object—The knowledge of
christian truth and the practice of virtue.

- Ww_J.

el

MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS;

OR,

The Christian’s Survey of the Political World.

et

When Greece had obtained that supe-
riority over her neighbours, which has
been so much celebrated in the literary
world, all the nations around her were
held in sovereign contempt. It was for-
gotten in what abject state this country lay
a few centuries before ; and it was not anti-
cipated that the descendants of these giants
in literature, science and politics, would
become the most abject and despicable
slaves, unmindful of the fame of their an-
destors, and incapable of manly exertion.
This is no uncommon error, each nation in
its turn embraces a similar feeling of con-
tempt for those who are less distinguished,
or less favoured by circumstances, calcu-
lated to improve our speeies. In our days
1t bas been gravely discussed, whether the
Blacks are not of an inferior race to our-
selves; and it has been argued, that na-
lure designed them to' be slaves to the
. Whites ; that is, that the God of Nature had
distinguished the sons of Adam into two
elasses, and that one part of the family
-should inherently possess the right of mal-
Ireating the other part at its pleasure.
-Where, it was contended, are to be found
any proofs of manly intellect under a black
skin? Theirminds are low and grovelling,
fand their bodies to be inured to labour only
“ander the lash of the task-master? How
could it be otherwise, when all the avenues
to knowledge were shut up to themjs all
the rewards of individual exertion were de-
nied to them ? The experience of the last
ten years is worth more than folios of con-
troversy. We have seen the Blacks in a
different situation. They havebroken their
chains. They have asserted their rights.
They have indeed committed murders and
massacres; -but in these acts of cruelty
and barbarity, they have only followed
%t 2 humble - distance the example of
their White and more civilized brethren.
The splendour of a court, the gorgeous
Parade of the prince; the magnificent
address, the pride of rank, the diss
Play of shews, distinguish the mansions
*f white royalty: how easily this is to
done, and how fit the sable sovereigns
are to vie with their brethren, has been
seen n the court of the sovereign of Hayti.
;P:I:I:e remains another kind of comparison,
1n this the sable court does not appear

to be at all inferior to any of those which
are now displaying their talents at the Con-
gress of Yienna. Hayti is expecting an
attack from France. In these cases it is
usual for courts to issue .a manifesto, ex-
plaining the justice of their cause; and the
last month has exhibited to Europe a spe-
cimen of political views, as they are enter-
tained by our brethren, whose skin is dif-
ferently coloured from our own. These
are the men, who a few years back,
groaned under the lash. They are new sen-
sible of the benefits of freedom, and with
their liberty they have acquired just no-
tions of their rights. Amidst the numerous
proclamations that have issued from the
White courts, not one is superior to the
manifesto of the Emperor of Hayti; and,
if' we may judge of the probability of ex-
cellence in other branches of knowledge,
from this specimen of diplomatic talent, we
may anticipate researches in science, and
productions of literature from our hitherto
degraded brethren, that shall vie with the
finest of those who have hitherto vainly
conceived, that they were entitled to as ma-
nifest superiority over the Africans as the
Greeks claimed over the Barbarians. Who
knows, indeed, whether England herself
may not sink to a state as base as that of
Greece, when in future black universities
the tables may be turned, and the White
become the degraded colour.

This reflection may be of use in the pre-
sent times, when writers are so fond of
feeding the pride and vanity of this nation,
by displays of the greatness of its do-
minion, the strength of its navy, the num-
ber of its towns, the splendour of 1its
wealth, the superiority of its skill in arts
and manufactures. A volume has been
lately published, in which all these thinge
are brought under the nicest rules of cal-
culation, and in reading the details of ‘our
greatness, we cannot but reflect on the
message of the prophet to Hezekiah, after
he had entertained the embassadors from
Babylon. The true question on the situa-
tion of states is the use they have made of
the advantages they have enjoyed; and
here we shall, perhaps, find more cause
for humility than pride. Great Brtiain, by
the reformation, was placed in a more fa-
vourable situation than the Catholic coun-
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tiies. She has in o mmchk greater degree
enjoyed the hberty of the press -and per-
sonal independence. Has she availed her-
self in a suitable manner of these advan-
tages? Has she improved her laws, cor-
rected erronecus notions of religion, at-
tained to the true standard of morality,
which such advantages, for upwards of

two centuries, cught to have produced?

Is there less of .murder, forgery, de-
bauchery, immorality of every kind than
in other States less favoured: and if less,
in what degree? We have possessed, it is
ceriain, greater advantages than other na-
tions, ‘but have we turned these advan-
-tages to the best account?’

The Congress at Vienma continues its
- dabours, and we are told, *with indefati-
-tigable industry. There is bustle enough
-with FEmperors, Kings, Embassadors and
-Princes; and the newspapers of different
countiries continue to amuse the public
with surinises on the projected changes in
the state of Europe. ~We eannot find
fault with the obscurity that hangs over
‘the deliberations of the Congress. The
‘subjects under discussion -are-doubtless of
-the highest importance, and we are con-
tent to wait:in patience for the final result,
which is to shew us what .improvement has
-been'made in political wisdom, and whe-
ther the Princes of the Earth have been
taught, by past experience, to entertain
proper notions of justice .apd the true me-
thotl of governing natiens, ~not by arbi-
trary caprice, but by relignon.and equity.
. In.the mean time, we cannot but observe,
- that pae principle alone seems to gujdethe
‘pelitical writers: namely, that mankind
were made for sovereigns---not sovereigns
for :mankind. ‘Hence their thonghts are
-turned only ito paper schemes; .to: plans,
which may be formed easily by a set of men
with maps before them, and scissors to cut
out portions as suits their fancy. The
good of the peaple is the last thing that en-
ters the mind of these sagacious politicians.
They sit down with the notion, that the
congregated Sewereigns ure little better
than a set of banditii anet together - to di-
vide their .plunders, where each man is
ready to quarrel with his neighbour on:the

size of his portion, and the whole are kept

together only on sordid views of self-inte-
rest, without the least regard to ' honour,
merality or .religion.  But let us hope
better things-of the Sovereigns themselves ;
and If we are disappointed, at least:let us
repose confidently in the great truth, that
there is a Ged, who judgeth the carth, and
will make ewery measure conducive to.an
end far different from that of the worldly
pohitician. "

Ermnce is gradually reecovering from its
distresses; and is much indebted to the So-
yereign ‘for the improvement in ‘its situa-
tion. The great question relative to ‘the
emigrants:is sot at-rest, by whichdhe pre-

_armament s

‘mansions «af:civilised life.
engagred in these wveal dtriumphs,
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sent. possessors are secured in the posses.
sion of their property, and meansare tak.
ing to indemnify the emigrasts for the
losses they have sustained. The rumours
of conspiracy have subsided, and the king

1s received, when ke goes to public places,

with increasing marks of attachment. Dif.
ficulties will of course arise, where he has
such claims of gratitude for attachment
from eone party, while 4t the same time,
the state of things requires that a greatde-
gree of confidence should be. placed in
those who have had the management of af-
fairs during his absence. In all this he
seems to have been guided by a spirit of
wisdom and prudence; and among his
virtues he possesses one which cannot be
too strongly recommended to a prince, and
by which a state is soon recovered---eco-
nomy.

Spain, on the other hand, exhibits a
most disgraceful picture. Arrests conti-
nue to take place every.day. The Inqui-
sition and the prisons-are filled. Past ser-
vices are forgotten. All are indiscrinid
nately seized. The affrighted : Spania
looks en, and no man knows, whether the
next night will find him in his bed or a
dungeon. In this state of confusion an
prepared, of ten thousand
men, to bring back the inhabitants .of
Buenos Ayresto their allegiance. We are
too little acquainted with the state of Seuth
America to anticipate the result of this

- contest ; but as the arms .of Britain were so
~disgracefully foiled when the South Ames;
ricans were less prepared, we eannot doubt:

that they are capable of resisting this fores,
or any other that the madther country can
bring against them. Perhaps they may
detach no small number of the troops sent

against them by similar grants of territory

o

to that which the United States has of-
fered to all who deserted the standard of

. the 1nvader. o

After much anxiety on the subject of
America, the pleasing .news was suddenly
announced, that the Commissioners at
Ghent bhad come to .an agreement. Ar-
ticles of peace were entered into, were soon

signed by the Regent here, and :sent for-
‘ward to America for the ratification of the

President. We have only to wish that .'it
will be lasting, and that hoth parties will
be impressed with the folly of setthing

their differences by the destruction of their

fellow-creatures. The United States have
enough to do in conquering the vast extent
of waste. land that lies behind them, and

- the nsblest trophies they can rear are those

which arise fromn converting a desert into@
fruitful field, instead of that miserable ?ﬂ"
wretched triumph which arises from the
destruction .of human life, laying waste the
lands of the industrious, and destroying the
Whilst theé are

reat

Britain will be no less usefully employed 1
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supalyppg them with her manufactures;
and thus both countries will be acting the
ue party which seems to be allotted 10
.hem by providence. Different sentimests
. have been expresse.d by some of our poli-
ticians, who, notwithstanding the vigour
shewn by France after the ruin of her
Gnances, conceived that America was from
the same cause incapable of prolonged re-
cistance. But what could war do but in-
jure both countries, which by peace are ca-
pable of rendering each other incalculable
zood serviees. We trust that the return of

eace will give to the lovers of peace many
advantages in their future arguments with
the advocates for war, ‘

The employment of the facult.xes of man
in making the elements subserwe.nt to his
use and for public convenience, is in agree-
ment with the magmna eharta granted to
him at his creation. When he abuses
these powers in the destruction of his fel-
low-creatures, - whatever glory may be
thrown over military exploits, he only
proxes what a degraded being he is, and
hd&—‘unworthy of the high charaecter with
which hé was invested by the God of na-
ture. Steam is now applied to passage-
beats and to the draft of waggons, but
little was it thought that it would become
serviceable to literature. With great satis-
faction we record it, and we esteem the au-
thor of the invention higher than all the ge-
nerals of the agee, that a printing press has
béen put in action by steam, which entirely
s(ipersedes the labour of the press-men, and
brings the whole of their work within the
compass of children. A steam-engine of
two-horse power, puts in motion. certain
cylinders and the form on which the types
are placed, so that the whole work of dis-
tributing the ink and pressing the paper,
is performed by machinery. Man has no-
thigg else to do but to put the paper on
K¢ cylinder, and to take it off again when
it is printed. The benefits of this disco-
very are. incalculable, and relieve the
mind, depressed by the scenes of hloodshed
and slaughter, which it will be the busi-
ness of the historian to record of this
wicked age.

Happy should we be, if England af-
forded continually these proofs of glorious
conquest, but the last month exhibits an
'nstance which is a sad proof of deprava-
tion of manners. A wretched man con-
celved a criminal attachment for the sister
Of' his departed wife, and thissister was the
wife of a nobleman of high rank, and a
mother. Xn spite of such obstacles he se-
duced her, to whom hLe ought to have been
4 protectoy; carried her from a noble
mansmn, and the miserable female was a
shqn ti.me after taken half dead frem the
Seine, inta ‘which remorse had driven her.
Large damages have been obtained by the
“Sbﬂlld, and a divorce will take place at
the pext meeting of Parliament, Could
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the sens and daughters of dissipation see
into what misery they plunge themselves,
woild they thus madly vielate the laws of
man and of God! We feel unfeigned grief
in recording that this example has been set
where we should have hoped for better
things, for.the depraved seducer is the
grandson of the amiable autbhor of Search’s
Light of Human Nature. ¢ Let him who
thinketh he standeth take heedlest he fail.”

The property tax and the price of com
have excited a great deal of the pubiie at-
tention, and meetings have been held on
these subjeets ; and on the former very ge-

‘nerally. The tax itself is assuredly hiable to

great objections, and the mode of raising

it, to many more; and it may deserve re-

mark, that in the aceount of Poor Richard’s

aphorisms on economy, he enters upon

them, by comparing the folly of people’s’
taxing themselves by their own extrava-

gance, with the cruelty of a government,

if it could be supposed to exist, that

should exaet a tenth of every man’s -

dustry. The tax made no difference be-

tween a man whose five bundred a-year
was derived without exertion,and was per-

manent, and that which was precarious,

and arose from labour. It is true, that the

best mode of taxing a people is to do it
according to the means which each man
possesses of paying the tax, or in other
words, that all men should pay in propor~
tion to the advantages which they derive

from the community for whose support the
taxes are raised; and to regulate taxatiou
in this manner is not so difficult asis gene-
vally imagined. But then society must be.
on a different plan from its present state,
and a principle of honour must exist,

which would, instead of each man’s endea-
vouring to throw the burthen from his own

shoulder on that of his necighbours, urge:
him not only to bear his owmn but to en-

deavour to alleviate that of thuse around

him. The contrary principle is, however,

the prevailing one, and marches forward
with unblusing face in most companies,
where the idle laugh to scorn the indus-

trious. Insuch a state, however, the ag-
gravations of the property tax will be felr,

and the inquisitorial scheme has a natural

tendency to break down the spirit of a

people. This has been verygenerally felt,

and is plainly expressed in the petitions te

Parliament; so that most probably the tax

will expire at the appointed time, and the

funding system affords sufficient means of
compensating: for its loss,

The diminuation in the price of eorn has
excited an alarm among the farmers and
landholders far beyond what such an ad-
vantage to the community at large could
be expected to produce among the most
self-interested. It is said, that the farmer
cannot exist, if the corn eontinues at the-
present price; or in other words that the
landlord must diminish his rents. But is
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there a reason why -the landlord should not
diminish his rents, and is not the interest of
the consumer to be considered as well as
that of the grower * The question was tried
in a part of Wiltshire in an extraordinary
manner, when‘a meeting was holden to pe-
titian the legislature on the subject, and
the landholders who called it, very injudi-
ciously introduced into their petition the in-
terest of the tradesman, the manufacturer
and the labourer, which very early in the
debate appeared to be untenable ground,
and the interests of the growers was only
retained. But even with this emendation
the landholders® point was not carried, for
ene, who seemed to have entered more
deeply into the question than the others,
put some close questions on the increase of

-
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rents relatively to the price of labwur,
which piroved clearly that more things
were to be taken into consideration than
the landholders imagined, and several of
great property declaring themselves ad-
verse to the petition, the meeting brcke up
to the entire confusion of those who had
called it. In fact, the real interest of ne
one class in the community is to be sacri-
ficed to the emolument of another. The
growers of corn have possessed great ad-
vantages, but it does not follow that they
are to remain for ever the same. They must
expect in common with the others good and
bad years, and it will be for the interest of
the proprietors of land to let the whole
community participate in the advantages to
be expected from peace.

T
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ERRATA AND ADDENDA IN VOL. IX.

P.771. col. ii. line 2, for ¢ Petminster’ read Pitminster. :
776, Note. At the end, add---Geddes was afterwards so dissatisfied with the term

skip-offering that he wished another to be substituted for it.

344, 355 (Note).

Memoirs of him by Good.

778. col. i. line 20, from the top, after the word “ modest’® place a note of ad-

miration.

. 780. col. 11. line 2, from the top, for ¢ Zenophon” read Xenophon.
784. col. 1i. line 16, from the bottom, for ¢ preeision”’ read precision. |
787. col. i. line 21, from the top, place the inverted commas before the words, e

Christian Hebrews, &c.-





