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- qusrers after Christian Truth.

- [There has fallen into our-hands a
simall. pamphlet, whose object is ex-
essed in the. above title, which we
fgeink we sghall do a service to our read-
ers, by inserting into our work. The
anonymous author will, we trust, par-
don the libisty which we are taking with
his publication, little iu bulk, but weigh-
ty jn matter. .
. The hijstory of the ¢ Reply,” is as fol-
lows. There is at Glasgow a < Rel..
gious-Ixact Society,” on Trinitarian and
Calvinistic . principles.. This Society,
alarmed by the spread of Unitarianism
in the West of Scotland, published, in
May last, a.Tract, ' under the following
gitle.: ¢ An Exposure of the Unwar-
ragtable Libert:es taken by the Unitari-
ans with the Sacred Scriptures, in their
Version of the New Testament; with
some Critical Remarks on their Inter.
pretation of particular Passages of Scrip-
ture.. Extracted (with the Author’s
Permission ). from Dr. Magee’s Work on
Atopecrpent and Sacrifice.”” Of these
extracts a large impression was struck
off, .apd great pains have been raken te
Giculate, them, gratuitously and other-
29¢. In self-defence, the Glasgow Uni-
tyrian . Fund have sent out the sheets
Mlg we, are abonut to copy, entitled,
BgAn, Mdmss to the Inquirers after
Fistian, ‘Truth, in Reply to the Ex.
iracts from Dr. Magee's Book on Atene.
Mment and. Sacrifice, Published by the
clgions Tract Society of Glagow. By
. (g *m}'l‘}‘li‘@rcm after B._nvealcg Truth.”
f the.¢, Calm, Inqujrer” we are not at
PRILY to say more than our readers will
MBQ:;W:, v:z. that he is perfectly
mpetent 1o reply to Pr. Magee, and
ggsend the Editors of the
cIsion an f\d;, Belsham.

Improved
" En.]

VOL. VIII. 3s

CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, ,
The Religious Tract Society of
Glasgow has been distributing,
with great industry and at consi-
derable expense, a little pamphlet,
consisting of extracts from a work
of Dr. Magee, a Senior Fellow of
Trinity College, Dublin, which
they have entitled ¢ An Exposure
of the Unwarrantable Liberties
taken by the Unitarians with the
Sacred Scriptures.” The Society,
no doubt, believe Dr. Magee’s
Strictures to be just ; and therefore
they regard it as their duty to warn
you against the body of profussing
Christians to whom they are ap-
plied. And if the Unitarians were
indeed guilty of the charge alleged
against them, you could not be
too cautious of listening to their
doctrine. But it is unnecessary
to remind you, that hard werds
are not arguments. Of the great
Teacher of truth himself, some
said, -he is a good man, while
others said, nay, but he deceiveth
the peuple. No wonder, then,
that the lovers of truth meet with
the same reproach. All that the
Unitarians request is, that you will
not condemn them unheard. But
judge for yourselves calmly and
impartially, after baving heard the
parties, on which side the evidence
preppnderates. \
The Unitarians are accused of
disrespect to the Word of God, be-
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cause. they do not rcceive every
thing as divinely inspired which
Cdgnorant and fal ible men say 18
divinely inspired.  As the Unita.
1ians uniformly profess to reccive,
with the most 1mphcit creditg
every -thing which is proved to
conare-from God, they are, for that
reason, excecdingly careful 1in ¢x-
&mining whatever pretends to di-
vine authornty. For they regard
1t as Lighly criminal and danger-
ous, to receive the word of man
as the Word of God. As it 1s
threatened on the one hand, that
““if any man take away from the
word of the Book of Prophesy,
God shall take away bhis part out
of the Book of Life,” 1t is also
threatenced on the other, that *¢if
any man shall add to these things,
God shall acd to him the plagues
that are written in this book.” The
Unitarians, therefore, in their in-
quiries nto the volume of Divine
revelation, as th- y would not upon
ny account, expunge from the
sacred records, any passage, or
even a single word, which, after
malture inquiry, they sce reason to
receive as genuine : so they would,
upon no copsideration, retain in
thesacred text, and much less im-
pn-e as of Divine authority, a
chapter, or even a sentence, which
thcy have rcason to believe s
spurious. They "'know, tor ex-
ample, and every man of learning
and inquiry knows; that the famous
text, 1 John, v. 7. ¢“There are
three that bear record in heaven,
the Father, the Word, and the
H«ly Ghost, and these ¢hrce are
one.” is an imptous forgery ; and
to them it appears to be httle less
than blasphemy, to retain this. for-
gery in a book which is represented
to be inspired. The Unitarians,
therefore, are so far from thinke

ing that they take ‘¢ unwarrantable
liberties with the scriptures,”” by
scrutinizing them with the greatest
care, and discarding what they
plainly discove r and conscientious-
ly believe to be spurious and fice
tittous, that they ccenceive that
they are by this conduct expressa
ing the greatest possible veneration
for them, and the vunspeakable
value which they set upon the pure
unadulterated word of God, -Nor
are they at all discouraced by the
sneers and scoffs and sarcasms of
thuse who: are either too 1dle or
tou indifferent to search the scrigs
tures, or who dre interested in theé
support of popular and estabhished
€rrors. - : Lo -

Having thus explained the prin-
ciples upon -which Unitariarns prde
ceed 1n thelr inquiries into the
scriptures, let. us now.. examine

the allegations of this learned and

artful divine, who H-sumes.such a
high tone of au'th(mtyﬁ; and. let
the honest inquirer, and to such
only #re these considerations ade
dressed, judge on which sidé the
arsument lies. The observations
will follow the order of the pam.
phlet to which they dré-imrended
as a reply. | |
1. Dr. Magee charges the edi-
tors of the Improved Version with
a pous frawd, 0 professing to
found it upon the basis of Arch-
bishop Newcome?’s . translation of
the New Testament. < Thus,” says
he, ‘‘ they have cortrived to.give
a respectable name to their Unita-
rian blasphemies. They thus hold
out deceittul colours to the una
wary, and vend théir‘-poisnns uﬂ--
der d- false label.” 1 quote this
sentence as a specimen of the foul
and unbecoming..language which
Dr. Magee thwnks it necessary: to
use ; and which 1.do not think 1t
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neceSbary to ro tort (,narse and

\nftgsir kaﬂguam is no advantage 1o

any cause. The Umitarians “dis-
dain to descend to 11, and if their
p‘)mcaples cannot sta nd without it,
they dre content that they should
fatl. -
" The foundation of the charge
against the editors of the Improved
Version, is trifling in the extreme.
It suited their purpuse better to
make use of a version already ex-
isting, than to make one entirely
new. It was their desire to adopt
Mr. Wakeficld’s; but circum-
stances made this 1mpracticable.
They then fixed upon Archbishop
Newcome’s as the basis of their
publicaton ; and the reason was,
that though this version was, in
some Tespects incorrect, it was,
nevertheless a oreat umprovement
upon the public version: it was
likewise out of print, and not atull
likely to be republished.
could they, without the most fla.
grant violation of honour and ho.
nesly, have published their work,
without the most open and e\ph-
¢it acknowledgment of the use
which they had made of the trans.
Jation of the: learned Primate.
More than nine-tenths of the Im-
pg‘o_ved Version is the Primate’s

own; and ‘wherever they have
Judged it expedient to deviate from
his translation, the editors have,
with the most . scrupulous fidelity,
given notice 'of the cbange, and
gct' down ihe primate’s words in
the ‘margin. ilad they neglected
to- ac‘ﬁnnwledge their obligations
to Arclibishop Newcome, their
ailversaries' would havebeen ready
enoygh to gharge them with false-
Rood - tm’d 'traud'; and what g
WOﬁe their - own consciences
\vould haye joined in the accusa-

tiop. Bug as w the objeck of shel-

Nor-

. uy %
tering themsdves under the name

of Prnualv Newcome, thoe conste
deration was too trifing to have
even a momentary dffect s and-
those gentlemen of the Established
Church, who are so forward to
bring the charge, may do well to
recollect that, whatever might be-
the individual ments of Dr. New-
come, and they were such as en-
titled hiia to high and universal.
respect, the editorsof the linproved
Version, not being professediy
Episcopalians, are not idolaters
of Archbishops as such. Their
homage 13 paid not to the mm‘e,
but to the men.

2. Dr. Magee cavils at 1he
evidence produced by the editors
of the Improved Version, to show.
that the two first chapters of Mate
thew and Luke are spurious, that
is, thatthey were not written by
the evangelists to whom they are’
ascribecd, and whose name they
becar, -

It is only a summary of the ar-
guments upon- this subject which.
15 given in the notes to the lin-.
proved Version: whoever wishes
to see the question discussed at
large, may consult Dr. Priestley’s
History of Early Opinlons con-
cerning the Person of Christ.

It 1s an obvious objection to
the supposition of the spuriousa

‘ness of these chapters, that they

are coutained in all the manu-
scripts of the New Testament, and
in all the ancient versions. This
objection the editors repel, by
stating, that though they are 10
be found in all manuscripts which
now exist, they were wanting in
manuscripts which were much
oldcr than any of these, v2z. In
the copies of the Ebioanites or Jew
ish Chrigtians, and of Marcion,
who lived in the second century ;

~
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that these Christians asserted their
copies to be genuine; and that
they held no opinions inconsistent
with the doctrine of the miracu-
lous conception of Jesus, or that
should have led them voluntarily
to expunge these chapters out of
the evangclical history.

Now, how does the learned
writer rcbut this reply? It is by
an assumption most cxtraordinary.
You have no 1ight to avail your.
self of any testimony 1n gry case,
if you do not receive the same tes-
timony in every case! This is,
in fact, the foundation of the learn-
ed Professor’s reasoning and a
most extravagant principle 1t is;
such, 1 believe, as will not go
down at Glasgow, whatever it may
do at Dublin. The Ebionites, we
are tuld, ¢ rejécted the three last
gospels, and all the Epistles of
Paul.” It may be so. Then,
surcly, they would be the more
carctul of that Gospel which they
retained ; and this gospel which
alone the Ebionites acknowledged
as authentic, this Gospel which
they would upon no account pre-
sume either to enlarge or curtail,
this purest copy of the Gospel of
Matthew, wanted the two first
chapters.  And what is most re-
amagkable, this Gespel was written
for the use of the Hcbrew Chrise
tians whosesided 1n the very coun-
try, on the very spot where these
wondcrful events are said to have
happened, where they would have
‘been in every body’s memory, and
in cvery body’s mouth 3 and yet,
upon this extraordinary subject,
this gospel maintains a deep and
total silcnce?  And these Hebrew
«Christians, who, if they had dared
1o corrupt the Gospel, would have
been glad to have effaced the re.
praach of the cross by the splen-

dour of the nativity of Christ, know
nothing of this fabricated story,
and stmply believe that Jesus their
Master and Mes:iah, was the les
gittmate son of Joseph the care
penter, by Mary his lawful wife,
both of whem were descended
from the royal house of David.
But, says the learned Professor,
will you not upon the same au-
thoiity, reject the remaining Gos-
pels and Paul’s Epistles? 1 an.
swer, no. What! says the Pro-
fessor, ¢ are the Ebionite wit-
nesses pronounced on one side of
the leaf not credible, and on the
other witnesses of such repute as
to be relied upon in opposition to
all manuscripts and versions. in
the whole world ?” 1 answer, yes;
because 1n the one case 1 see rea.
son to concur. with them, and in
the other to differ from them : and
I believe that I bave good grounds
for this discrimination.

We should make fine work of
ancient history, if this Dublin Pro-
fessor’s principle is to be admitted,
belicve all or mone, without dis.
crimination. Livy relates, that
Hannibal crossed the Alps, and
beat the Romans at the battle of
Cannz; and I believe him. The
same Livy tells us that an ox
spoke ; but I believe him not.
What ! (says one cducated in the
school of our Dublin Professor) 1s
Livy pronounced on one side of
the leaf to be credible, and on the
other incredible ? Is a witness to
be brought up and turned down
at pleasure? Is he good and bad,
as may serve the purpose? If such
reasoning sa‘isfies the learned gen-

tleman; if be cannot be content

to believe the battle of Cannz
without believing likewise that the

‘ox spoke, he has my free consent

to-believe a8 much as he pleases.
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Ounly, let him permit us on this
side of the water, to exercise a
}ittle common sense in judging of
a report, and to discriminate what
is worthy of belief from what ap-
pears to be incredible in the works
of the same author.

I must just notice an instance
of extreme disingenuousnessin the
passage cited above, from p. 9.
Dr. Magee represents the editors
of the Improved Version, as main-
taining that ¢ the LEbionite wit-
nesses ought to be relied upon, in
opposition to all the manuscripts,
gnd all the versions of the New
Testament i1n the whole world.”
The learned Professor knew, or
ought to have known, that there
is'no opposition at all in the evi-
dence as stated by the editors.
He knew, or ought to have known,
that they admitted that the dis-
puted chaptoers were to be found
in all existing manuscripts. And
ke Knew, ‘or ought to have known,
that the sole object of the editors,
in citing the Ebionites and Mar-
eion, was to show that these chap-
térs were wanting in manuscripts
which were much older than any
now existing; and that the pos-
sessors of these manuscripts main.
tained that they were genuine, and
and not corrupted copies. Whe-
thér the earlier or the later manu-
$cripts are most authentic, is quite
a different question.

" "The learned Professor applies his
héw principle, belicve all or none, to
the testinibny of Marcion. ¢ This
Marcion" says he, ¢¢ we find reject-
ed the Old Testament, and every
part of the New, which contained
qudtations’ from the Old ; and that
'h'e‘l}h‘t*d no Gospel but thatof Luke,
expunging from this also whatever
he did not approve. Why, then,
kave not these admirers of Mar-

cion and the Ebionites, received
the testimony of these unimpeached

witnesses throughout ?” |

With respect to this Marcion,

of whom we know nothing, but
from the writings of his opponents,

who anathematizing him as a here-
tic, probably misrepresented his
meaning, as grossly as the Unitari-
ans are now misrepresented by
the orthodox ; the editors of the
Improved Version only appeal to

his testimony for a single fact,
viz. that certain manuscripts of
Luke ecxisted in his time which

did not contain the disputed chap-
ters. His enemies accuse him of
wilfully corrupting the sacred text,
but he denies the charge; nor-is
it probable, that he would pre-
sume to interpolate the only Gos=
pel which he believed authentic.
But the Dublin Professor is not
content unless we believe in the

lump. Admit any one thing that

Marcion says, though ever so well
supported by external or internal
evidence, and you must be a Mar-
cionite throughout, Marcion was
one of the philosophic Christians
who contributed to the corruption
of the Christian doctrine, by blend-
ing it with absurd and mysterious
speculations. But he never ad-
vanced any thing so absurd and
incredible as that ¢tAree Almighties
make but one Almighty! And yet
will any reasonable man say, that
Athanasius, the great Athanasius,
is not to be- believed when he
bears testimony to a fact, because
he maintained a wild opinion?
Gross as were the errors of Atha.
nasius in points of speculative
doctrine, and had they even been
as absurd and contradictory as
those of the famous symbol which
has been so unjustly imputed to
him, I should still have no hesita<
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tion in believing the testimony
which he bears to the prevalence
of Unitarianism among the great
mass of Christians in hisown time,
so clearly stated by Dr. Priestley,
in his History of Early Opinions.
Nnthlng can ‘be easier than to be-
lieve or to disbelieve in the gross ;
and very coanvenient, indeed, 1s
such a faith, to those who are to
gulp down the bitter potion of
thirty-nine Articles, before they
can lay hold of the golden prize
which glitters before them. But
the serious inquirers into divine
truth, such as those to whom these
obscrvations are addressed, will
learn, from the apostle, to distin.
guish between things that differ,
to prefer those which are excellent
and to value truth above all price.
3. The wnext objection whick
the learned writer makes against
the editors of the Improved Ver-
sion, is g cavil unworthy of a man
of sense and an honest inquirer
after truth. The editors state,
from Epiphanius, that the Eblon-
ite Gospel began with these words:
€ In the days of Herod king of
Judea, Jobn came baptvzmg, ”?
and because some early transcri-
ber has erroneously writien Judea
for Galilee, Dr.  Magee contends
that the Ebionite gospel taught
that Herod the Great, who died,
as all aliow within a few ycars be-
fo;'e or after the birth of Christ,
was living thirty years afterwards,
at the time of our Lord’s crucifix-
ion; and he triumphantly and ab.
surdly argues, p- 13, that the edi-
tors are inconsistent in rejecting
t,he Grst chapters of Mattbew, be-
cause they represent Herod as liv-
ing when Christ was born, and at
the same time ¢ admit, as unques-
tiongble, the gospel of the. Ebion.

itéq, hich progognges Herod to

be living at the commencement of
the baptist’s ministry.”’ D Magee
well knows, that no child thatawas
taught to read, ever mistook flerod
the king, or tetrarch of Galilee,
who beheaded John, and who was
living at the time of our Lord’s
crucifixion, for that Herod who
died in the reign of Augustus, and
who was the father of Herod the
tetrarch. Upon whom does Dr.
Magee think to lmpose by such
mxserdble sophistry ?

4. Dr. Magee rcviles the editors
of the lmpruved Version, because
they agree with the Carpocratians
in retaining the genealogy of
Christ. Nothmc7 will satisfy this-
Irish theologian, “short of-his. great
maxim of universal mdzscrzmmatc
belief. S
The editors, in vindication of
their judgment, state, that the
author of the genealogy could not
have been the author of the remain--
der of the chapter ;- for the olyect
of the genealogy is to prove that.
Jesus, being the son of 3oseph
was the descendant of David;
but the design of the 'succeeding
narrative, is to prove that Jesus
was not ‘the son of Joseph, and,
consequently, to comrddxct the
genealogy.

They also ebserve, that the doc-
trine of the miraculous conception
of Jesus Christ, if true, would hot
militate at all against his proper-
humanity, as mmdtamed by the
Hebrew Christians, beeause it was'
analogous to the birth’ of :lsa&e, -
Samuel, and other eminent! per<”
persons, mentioned in the Old
Testament, wha wcre mere humén
beings.

What incopsistency can any
person of common senge: dISCOVCT‘
between these statemﬂits But

Dr. Magee, absurdly and per
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versely.confounding 1hé cases, has
b’rbinghl out the -following silly
conclaston, as a deduction from
the premises of the editors of the
Improved Version: ¢ Thus, it
appears, that the history of the mi-
raculous conception is itself some-
thing miraculous; for it at the
same time contradicts, and y«t
does not at all militate against the
idea of Christ's human descent,”
p. 13. This is, indeed, very great
nonsense, but thé nonsense is Dr.
Magece?’s, not that of the editors,
But is this style of gross misrepre-
sentation and sarcasm, the proper
way of discussing a grave and se-
rious question? Is this the spirit
of a sipcere lover of truth?

5. By a similar egregious mis-
apprehension or misrepresentation,
this very learned Professor charges
the editors of the Improved Ver-
sion with ¢“ adducingthe authority
of Lardner’s name, in bebalf of a
position which I.ardner has most
triamphantly overthrown.” See
p- 16. I will not undertake to
convince the learned gentleman
himself that he is under an error,
becduse he is determined to believe
that these unfortunate editors are
always in the wrong ; and if they
do not commit blunders, and talk
nonsense themsclves, the learned
Professor will do it for them, a
give them the entire credit of$
But that Dr. Magce’s assertion is

tus, and no more, if Luke i$

‘right. But Dr Lardner hasshown,

to the satisfaction of all learned
men, that Herod died at least
seventeen years and nine months
before the decease of Augustus;
and, therefore, if Luke’s assertion
is correct, and I see no reason to
discredit it, Flerod died at least
two years and three quariers be-
fore Chiist was born. All the cir-
cumstances thercfore, which afé
related in the second chapter of
Matthew must be fictitious.

The reader plainly perceives
that the authority of Lardner is
appealed to for no other purposé
than to prove the year when Herod
died ; and it is upon Luke’s au-
thority that we beliéve that this
event happened befure the birth
of Christ. Dr. Lardner did not
believe this fact, because hé did
not give credit to the correctness
of Luke. For the same reaSon,
Dr. Magee docs not believe 1t
Neither did the learned and labo.
rious calculators of the difference
between the true and the vulgar
2ra of Christ’s birth, (of which
the lcarnéd Professor supposes that
the editors of the Improved Vera
sion, poor ignorant souls ! never
heard,) believe Luke’s account.
They all imagine, thdt when thé
evangelist says, that Jesus began
to be about thirty years of age, hé
means that he was five.and-thirty

as wide from truth as the east ig’:@r six-and-thirty, or even seven-

from the west, 1 hnope to make ob
Vivus to the meanest understand-
ing.

In the third chapter of Luke,
the évangelist relates, that in the
fift‘enth year of Tiberius Czesar,

Jesus began to be about thirty"

years of age. And, consequently,
he must have been born fifteen
years before the death of Auguse

nd-thirty years old. This tZey
call using a round number ; and
they nnpute to a historian, whom
they régard as inspired, an in-
correctness of language, of which
any common writer would be
ashamed. The Unitarians hope
that they shall not be accused of
¢ zaking unwarrantable libertics
with the sacred scriptures,” be-
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cause they believe that the evan.
velical historian wrote from the
%est information, and that he
means what his words properly
express.

Dr. Muagee has with his usual
politeness corrected a slip of the
pen, or an error of the press, re.
specting Ephrem the Syrian, who
was in truth a writer of the fourth
ceutury, and not of the sixth, as
it is misstated in the Introduction
to the Improved Version. The
Editors will, no doubt, avail
themselves of his friendly hint in
their next edition. The mistake
was Indeed obvious to every child
in ecclesiastical history.

6. In p. 17, Dr. Magee cavils
at the translation and the interpre.
tation given in the Improved Ver-
sion of the first verses in the Gos-
pel of John ; but though he has
shown his good-will to find fault,
he has also shown his good.sense
in not presuming to assert, that the
original will not bear the sense
annexed by the editors. And in
particular, he will not venture to
deny, that the almost uniform
sense of the phrase <¢ip the be-
ginning,” or ¢¢ from the beginning,
in John’s writings, is the beginning
of our Lord’s ministry ; and that
the word (eyevelo) which the com-
mon version renders made, and the
Improved Version, done, never
signifies to create. All that the
learned Professor ventures to do
in this case, 1s to use contemptu-
ous und insulting language, which
is always at haud, and never fails
to supply a defect of argument.

7. In p. 19, the learned Profes-
sor strains hard to be very severe
upon Mr. Lindsey and the editors
of the Improved Version, for their
observations upon the prayer of
Stephen, addressed to Jesus, whom

he then saw either in reality or in
vision. Mr. Lindsey’s observation
is, that *¢ Stephen calls him the
Son of Man (¢. €. a human being)
in bis hichest state of exaltation,”
which Dr. Magee will not deny.
The editors remark, that ¢ this
address® of Stephen to Jesus when
he actually saw him, does not au-
thoiise us to offir prayers to him,
now he is invisible.”> And surely
it is sufficiently obvious, that it
may be rational and proper to con-
verse with and ask favours of a
friend who 1is present, when it
would argue folly and insanity to
talk to him in the same manner
if he is many miles distant, out of
sight and out of hearing. And
yet the learned Profess<:r makes a
mighty mystery of this plain argu-
ment, and professes great alarm
about it, as though it led directly
to popery, to idolatry, and to the
denial ofreligious homage to every
invisible being, without excepting
the Invisible, Supreme, Omni-
present and Omnipotent God: Is
it possible that he can be serious
in this representation ?

8. Dr. Magee, having suffici.

> ently vented his indignation against

the editors of the lmproved Ver-
sion, next points his artillery at
the late learned and excellent
Gilbert Wakefield, who, too par-
tial to the Ethiopic version, upon
the authority of that version, re-
téi'n.s the word Gaod in Acts xX.
28" in opposition to the uniform
testimony of the best manuscripts
and versions, which read Lord.
Mr. Wakefield, however, sup-
ports the reading adopted by the
public version, *¢the church of
God,. which he purchased with
his own blood,”” and explains the
meaning to be, the blood of his

Son. Dr. Magee says of Mr.
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'Wq]{eﬁdd’s interpretation, ¢ had
it been adopted by a Trinitarian,
it would bave. subjected him to
Mr. Wakeﬁeld’ ineffable con-
tempt ” p.21. So easy is it to
sce the mote in our brothers eye,
while we are strangers to the beam
thatis in our own eye. Mr. Wake-
ﬁeld in the ardour of controversy,
was often too contemptuousin the
treatment of his opponent; others,
without one-tenth' part of his ge-
nigs or learning, possess tenfold
of his insolence of manner and
]anguage. But whatever were the
defects of Mr. Wakefield’s temper
in couductlnor controversy, he was
a.man of untamted honour ard
mﬁexlble integrity. Truth was
the idol of his heart, and ever up.
permost in his thoughts. He never
wilfully misrepresented his adver-
sary’ ’s doctrine, for the sake of ex-
posing him to popular odium ; he
neYer. mtentlonally mis- stated his
oppanent’s arguments, for the sake
¢ither. of sneering at them, or of
qgw,futmg them, . He scorned to
assert what- he knew to be false,
presyming upon the ignorance of
his readers, and their incapacity
to (hscovcr the truth. Happy had
it been 1f dlf who have engaged in
heologxcal dxscusslon had. been
pqsse,ssgd of l\,(r. Wakeﬁeld’s noble
wnp}quty, qf spirit, which in him,
amply. .cqgmpensated for mﬁrml-
ties ingigdental to human nature.
oo Lhe lempgd, Professor gravely
l;Qc’;oergnqs to those who would
derstand. the .doctrine of the
e W Wﬁwﬁnt .to - study Dr.
h gigeq n’s Doctrmc of the Greek
Art}c;f;..,(l would add, that if any
deswe to see Dr. Middleton’s doc-
trinecopfuted and exposed let them
1ead the learped critique upon that
Planlble work in, the Monthly
evnew, wrnttcn, “as is supposed,
VOL. VII]I, 3T

by that prince of Greek literature,
Dr. Burney. My readers, in the
mean time, if they are persons of
scund understanding, will rightly
Judge, that, however useful such
works may be to explain the nices
ties of language, yct, that, for une
derstandiug the genuine doctrine
of the New Tecstament concerning
Jesus Christ, it will not be neces~
sary to read ecither the one or the
other. Ifthe mysterious doctrine
of the deity of Christ can only be
supported by obscure criticisms
upon Greek articles and particles,
the cause is lost.

9. The honest and well-mean.
ing compilers of this little book of
extracts, who, probably knowing
very little of the subjectthemselves,
support their opinions by the aue
thority of the learned Professor,
and being but dwarfs 1n theologi=
cal lore, find it needful to fight
under the buckler of this Irish
Ajax, having, with their bero’s
mace, demolished Mr. Wakefield
and the editors of the Improved
Version, now turn their weapons
against anotheradversary, and aim
their murderous blows at the Re-
viewer of Mr., Wilberforce; and
traly against such a formidable
coalition, it behoves that writer to
be strenuously upon his guard.

There are two passages in the
New Testament which speak of
the intercession of Christ, Rom.
viit. 34.  Heb. vii. 25. In the
English language, the word intera
cede is limited to the seanse of one
person praying for another; and
in this scnse, the intereession of
Christ 1s commonly understood.
Mr. Belsham, in bhis Review of
Mr. Wilberforce’s Treatise, takes
occasion to observe, that the word
translated intercede,. expresses in
the original, a more extensive
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sense, and that the apostle pro-
bably meant to teach, that Christ

in his exalted state, was employ-

ing his renovated ‘and enlarged
powers in some unknown way for
the benefit of bis church, 1n a way
whica probably the apostles them-
selves did not fully comprehend ;
and that there was no more reason
to believe that Christ was always
literally engaged in prayer, than
that, in a literal sense, he stood at
the right hand of God, which
every one sees to be impossible,
because an infinite being cannot
exist in a human shape.

There may, perhaps, be some.-
thing very ludicrous in all this.
But I profess that 1 am ene of
those whom Mr. Wilberforce de-
scribes as so obstinately dull, that
I cannot discover it! In the ex-
tract, however, which these good
people have brought forward from
the work of their Irish chieftain,
the learned Professor condescends
to be very jocose upon thesubject;
and, after a number of remarks
which, no doubt, appear exceed-
ingly facetious to his numerous
and judicious admirers, he sums
up with an excellent and approa-
priate bon mot !

Speaking of the interpretation
given atove of the word rendered
intercede, which interpretation,
however, the Professor will not ven-
ture to contradict, he adds, in his
bantering style, ““We are told, ‘that
we may imagine what we please,
but that more than this is not re-
vealed ;> of which it unfortunately
happens that not one word is re-
vealed, except by Mr. Belsham :
St. Paul having simply said, that
Christ is now at the right hand of
God, making intercession for us.—
- @God, however, has no right hand!

and 2nferceding does not mean in
terceding !’ -

As I acknowledge that I cannot
at all understand what the Pro-
fessor means, I must leave this
brilliant passage to the admira.
tion of those who can better com-
prehend and relish this Hibernian
wit, and who are more accustomed
than I am to banter upon serious
subjects.

10. But the bonne boucke is re-
served to the last. These wora
thy good people, who, to save
the falling orthodoxy of Scotland,
have ransacked the multifarious
work of Dr. Magee, in which he
has exhausted his theological com-
mon.place book in defence of the
holy catholic faith, have discover-
ed 1n this heterogeneous mass a
passage from the writings of Mr.
Belsham, 1 which, to his eternal
disgrace, and to the everlasting de-
feat and confusion of the cause
which he espouses, he has com-
pared Jesus Christ to the Emperor
Napoleon! Hear his very words
extracted by Dr. Magee, from p,
129, note, of Mr. Belsham’s Let-
ters on Arianism, and extracted
again from Dr. Magee’s learned
work, p.486, in this Book of Ex.
tracts, and now once more eXe.
tracted from that precious selec-
tion, published, with the learned
Professor’s express permission, by
the worthy members of the Glas-
gow Religious Tract Society, p.
24, wviz.

« Of acertain person, who now
makes a very considerable figure
in the world, it may be said with
trath, so far as the civil state of
the continent of Europe is con-
cerned, that he is the creator of
all these new distinctions, high
and low, whetber they be thrones,
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or dominions, or principalities, or
powers, all these things are made
by him, and for him, and heis
before them all, takes precedence
both in time and dignity, and by
him do all these things consist. Yet
who would infer from such lan-
guage as this, that the present
ruler of I'rance is a being of supe-
rior order to mankind, much less
that he 1s the maker of the world?
The language which 1s true of
Bonaparte, in a civil sense, 1s ap-
plicable to Jesus Christ in a moral
view 3 but it no more implies pre-
existence, or proper creative power
in one case than in the other.” The
learned divine, as if struck with
pious horror at the blasphemy of
the paragraph, with all due so-
lemnity, adds, ¢ This comment of
» Mr. Belsham’s requires no com-
ment from me,’’ and contents him-
self with the easy process of mark-
ing his disapprobation by thAree
notes of admeration!/’!

But, after all, will any one de-
ny the truth of the analogy? And
15 it not obvious even to the under-
standing of a child ? Jesus Christ,
as the sovereign of the Christian
dispensation, appoints the officers
of that dispensation, communi-
cates their qualifications, and as-
signs them their respective spheres
of action, which the apostle, in al-
lusion to earthly monarchies, ex-
presses by the creation of thrones,
and dominions, principalities and
powers: just as, in the present
state of Europe, the Emperor Na-
poleon is, in a political sense, the
head of those principalities and
Powers, which have derived their
political existence from him.
Where is the harm of this illustra-
tion? And what occasion is there
for that awful silence, and those
portentous notes of admiration,

which express so much more than
the most learned comments of our
learned theologian ?

It may, perhaps, be alleged,
that it was indecorous in the author
of the Letters on Arianism, to com-
pare Jesus Christ to Bonaparte.

Had it been called irnexpedient,
perhaps the objection might have
been allowed. Considering how
apt ignorant and weak persons are
to take offence where none was
intended, and how eager artful
and malignant men are to lay hold
on every occasion to do mischief,
and to pervert the most innocent
language to excite the bad pas-
sions of fools and bigots, it might
have been prudentin the writer to

‘have omitted the offensive compa=

rison,

But that the use of such a simi-
litude is far from implying disre-
spect to the object of it, i1s evident
from the example of our Lord him-
self, who, in a well-known parable,
compares bis heavenly Father to
an unjust judge, who neither fear-
ed God nor regarded man :-—
and likewise from the example
of the apostles, who in their
writings frequently compare our
Lord to Satan, representing them
as two sovereigns who divide the
world betwcen them, and who are
perpetually at war with each other ;
sometimes winning and sometimes
losing, in the eternal contest.
But certainly our Lord had no
design to disparage the character
of his Father ; nor his disciples,
that of their DMaster. Let not,
then, the author of the Letters, &c.
be suspected of an intention to
disparage the character and dig-
nity of the great prophet of the
Most High, by illustrating his
moral government in the Chris<
tian dispensation, by comparing
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it with the political arrangements
of the Emperor of France.*

I cannot close this address, with-
out entering my protest against
the very disingenuous manner in
which Dr, Magee states the ob-
jections of the Unitarians, and of
the author of the Letters upon
Arianism in particular, against
the popular doctrine of the crea-
tion of all things by Jesus Christ.
I pass over his attributing to Mr.

* As a farther exemplification of the
above, and likewise as a specimen of
the acumen of the compilers of the
¢ Exposure,’’ in distinguishing between
¢ Unitarian blasphemy’’ and Trinitarian
orthodoxy, by their choice of this para-
graph, originally written by Mr Bel-
sham ; the publishers of this Address
beg leave to refresh the memories of
their fellow citizens, particularly those
connected with the Glasgow Tract So-
ciety, with an extract from a sermon
lately delivered by one of their most re-
spectable members, in defence of the
divinity of Christ. The preacher, in
illustration of his assertions respecting
the supreme divinity and underived power
of Jesus Christ, expre~-sed himself to the
following effect :— Unitarians indeed al-
low that he possessed very extraordinary
powers, lut deny them to have beén origi-
nally his own, and assert that all his power
and wisdom was delegated to him by God.
Now, says the preacher, we know that g
person may le appointed to an office, but
the alnlities requasite to fulfil the duties of
the office cannot be conferred. The king
might nominate a child of two years old o
the gﬁice of Lord High Chancellor of Eng-
land, but could the king communicate the
alilities necessary to fulfil the duties of
that high office?>—In other words, God
“might appaint Jesus Christ to the office
- of Messiah, but, the Almighty could
7ot comuiunicate to his beloved Son the
-qualifications necessary for performing
the duties of the high and dignified office
he had assigned him '—It is unspeakable
dlasphemy for a Unitarian to compare
Jesus Christ, in any sense, to the Em.-
peror of France; but it is evangelical
orthodoxy for a Trinitarian to compare
dchovah, in the most unqualified sense,
20 the King of Britain !

Belsham interpretations of scrip-
tnre which thatauthor has publicly
disavowed, as this misrepresenta-
tion is probably the effect of ig-
norance and precipitation, rather
than of design; and I sincerely
wish that I'could as easily excul-
pate the Tearned Professor upon
other occasions. |
Though Dr. Magee speaks of
“ the language used ¢Aroughout
the New Testament, respecting the
creation of all things by Jesus
Christ,”” it is very certain that
there are but nine passages in the
whole New Testament which can
possibly be strained, by the most
ignorant and willing believer, to
express this doctrine. And of
these nine, there are only four
upon which any stress would be
laid by a well-informed and can.
did judge.* Itis a fact, and Dr.

* These texts are, 1st, John 1. 3. 2nd,
Johni. 10. Inorder to draw an argu-
ment from these two passages, the word
(yivopout) translated made, must be
understood in a sense different from

- that in which it 1s to be understood in

any other passage of the New Testa-
ment, though it occurs vpwards of sever
hundred times. 3d, 1 Cor. viii. 6. 1sal-
lowed to be little to the purpose. 4th,
Eph. iii. 9. is a manifest interpolation;
and, if genuine, is explained even by
orthodox interpreters, of the new cre-
ation. 5th, Col. i. 16, 17, is the text upon
which the greatest stress is laid : but
in this, when the apostle enters into
the detail of things created, they are not
natural objects, such as sun, moon,
stars, earth, sea, &c. but artificial dis-
tinctions, viz. thrones, dominions, &c.
And the conclusion drawn, that he is
bhead over all things to the church, &c.
is such as might naturally be expected
from his being the founder of the new
dispensation ; but very different from
what would properly follow from his
being announced as the Creator of all
things, the Maker and Lord of angels.
6th, Heb. i. 2. To make this argument
available, the word (ciwgyas) translated
aworlds, must be taken in a sensc which
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Magee knows it, that it is never
said of Jesus Christ, that he made
bheaven and earth, or that’he cre-
ated the world. And it 1s also a
fact, that Jesus Christ 1s never
spoken of as the creator of sub-
stances, but merely of modes and
rank> and states of things.

Now, how does Dr. Magee re.
pel thesc arguments ? Why, by the
silly observation, that in ‘¢ the
usual Socinian refutations, cre.
ating does not mean creating, and
that worlds are dispensations,”
&c. So that, according to this
new doctrine of the Dublin Pro.
fessor, the word creating has but
ene signification, and that signifi-
cation is, bringing a being into ex-

it never bears in the New Testament.
Dr. Magee may sneer at this remark, but
he cannot contradict it. 7th, Heb. 1.
10. Many orthodox expositors interpret
thes» words as addressed to God, and
not to Christ. sth, Heb. iii 4. 1s nothing
to the purpose. o9th, Rev. 1ii. 14, 1s a
text of doubtful meaning and of doubt-
ful authority.

These are all the passages of the New
Testament which are or can be alleged
in favour of a doctrine which, had it
been true, would have been so extraor-
dinary, so astonishing, so overwhelm-
Ing, that the writings of the apostles and
evangelists, would have been filled with
it from one end to the other, and the
creation of the world would have been
as distinctly ascribed to Christ as it now
18, by those who believe that doctrine.
Instead of which, it is only mentioned
incidentally, ambiguously, and even
c_oldly, as an ordinary fact, which occa-
sioned no kind of surprise, and which
‘Was, in no considerable degree, strange
"or unexpected. Is it possible, is it con-
sistent witu the known principles of hu-
inan nature, that a discovery so wonder-
ful should be received with so little
€motion? What are all the arguments

Tom criticism upon Greek particles, in
Comparigon with such a fact as thisp
See a Calm Inquiry into the Scripture

octrine concerning the Person of Christ,
Part i. Sect, 8.

istence. Upon this principle,
when the king is said to create a
peer, you mcan that he brought a
peer into existence! [t is in vain
to plead that nothing more 1s 1n-
tended, than that the sovereign
raised a man from the rank of a
commoner to that of a peer.—Im-
possible, says our learned Doctor!
for at that rate ‘“ creating does not
mean creating :’> you can only
mean, that the king brought a
peer into being out of nothing, for
the word will bearno other sense!

Such is the reasoning to which
this learned theologue condescends
to stoop, to repel the arguments of
those Ze calls Socinians. ¢ Inter-
ceding does not mean interceding”
—*¢¢ creating does- not mean cre-
ting I”—What opinion must he
entertain of the understandings of
his readers, to think that they
could be imposed upon by such
miserable sophistry ? And what
opinion must an intelligent reader
form of a writer who could himself
be deccived, or who could at-
tempt to deludc others, by so poor
an evasion ? |

You have now, my Christian
friends, a reply to this vaunted
publication, which was expected
by its well.ineaning editors to cut
up Unitarianism by the roots!
Read,* examine, deliberate and
judge. If the Lowrp be God,
serve him ; but if Baal, then serve
him. Cousider what I say, and
the LorD give you understanding
in all things.

I am, my Christian Friends, -

Your faithful Servant,

A Calm Inquirer after Revealed
Truth.

)

N
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Book-Worm. No. VII.
Sir, June 30, 1813.

I lately invited you, (p.357)
to accompany me on a visit to
a tomb of the royal dead. I now
beg leave to introduce you to a
tomb of the living, as prisons
have been too justly described.
An account of a pamphlet which
came into my possession in the
same miscellaneous collection
with the Messenger from the dead,
will not unsuitably follow those
considerations on our municipal
code, and the just and reasonable
adaptation’ of punishment to
crime which, in the last and pre-
sent volume, have well occupied
many of your pages. This pamph-
let has the following title :

¢“ A List of all the Prison.-
ers in the Upper Bench Prison,
remaining in custody the 3rd
of May, 1653, delivered in by
Sir Jokn Lenthall to the Com.
mittee appointed by the Councell
of State, for examining of the
State of the said Prison, with the
Times of their first Commitment,
and the Causes of their Detention.
And also the Substance of the
Propositions made by the Com-
mittee to the Prisoners, with their
Answer thereunto. Published for
information of all such as are
concerned herein. By the Ap-
pointment of the Committee, Col.
Thomas Pride, Col. Tomlinson,
Col. Cooper, Mr. John Fuun.
taine, Mr. Richard Wolluston,
Mr. Margets, Judge Advocate.
London. Printed for Livewell
Chapman, and are to be sold at
his shop at the Crown in Pope’s
Head Alley. pp. 25. 1653.”

The total number of the pri-
soners is stated (p. 23) as 3983,
‘¢ and the total sum of their ac-

Book-Worm.

tions and executions, 076,122

just

No. VII.

pounds.” 'The prisoners were all
detained for debt, except a man,
‘¢ committed 1040, upon an ap-
peal of murther.”” and a woman,
‘¢ committed 1046 for felony and
murther.”” Annexed to the List
is the following paper, entitled
The Proposttions, with some Ad-
ditions.

““ 1. The prisoners were desired
to shew their reasons why alaw
should not be made, to sequester
their estates into the hands of
cominissioners nominated by their
creditors as in the statute of bank-
rupt, to be let or sold, that their
debts may be paid, and the re-
mainder returned to them,

““2. To shew their reasons, why
a law should not also be made,
that if any of the prisoners have
made over their estates, or any
part thereof, in trust, or other.
wise, to any person, so as to de.
fraud their creditors, and if such
person, or persons, shall not vo.
luntarily make discovery thereof,
within a convenient time to be
appointed, that then they shall
forfeit of their own estates the va-
lue of what is so concealed, and
such fraudulent acts made void.

““ 3. Why the creditors of such
as are poor, and have not to pay
their debts, their creditors having
the benefit of commissioners, if
they will, to examine their debt-
ors upon oath, and such other
witnesses as are necessary for the
discovering their estates, paying as
far as it will extend, why such
persons should not be released,
s0 as to be set to labour, (if able)
for bread for themselves or fami-
lies ; and if possible to pay their
debts. That the common-
wealth creditor and debtor may
lesse suffer, and the Lord not
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provoked by the cruelty of the
creditor or carelessness of the
debtor. And all such poor pri-
soners as are in want, and not
able to work, may be released
and relieved, that so prisons may
neither be places of protection to
men of estates, mor of destruction
to such as have none.

*““T'he answer by some of the pri-
soners to the first proposition was,
that they thoughtit reasonable, so
as they might have like relief a-
gainst their debtors. <

¢ Others said that they lay in pri-
son for other men’s debts, who
died men of great estates, and left
them to descend to their children
in tayle, and they prayed their
estates might be made hable to
pay their debts.

“ Others said they were impri-
soned unjustly at the suit of cor-
porations, and those corporations
were indebted to them, and pray-
ed that a law migtit be made to
make corporations liable to pay
their debts.

¢“ Divers prisoners complained
that'they were kept in prison by
feigned actions, and no declara-
tions upon them, to shew for what
cause ; and when they had been
s0 imprisoned three- terms, be-
cause then they might free them-
selves upon common bail, their
adversaries would lay other feign-
ed actions upon them, and so they
were never like to get out.
““'These and many otherthings of
moment, for redress in these cases,
are under consideration, and to
be presented to the Council of
State for present relief.”’
~ Of the committee named on the
title-page, Colonel Pride is famous
for that act of military violence in
1048, when he forcibly detained
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from the House certain Commona
ers obnoxious to his party, atransa
action which was ludicrously de-
scribed as Pride’s purge. He
and Colonel Tomlinson had sat
among the Kkings judges. The
latter had commanded the guard
during Charles’s imprisonment
and on the scaffold. To his humane
conduct in this office Wood, the
royalist, bears the following testie
mony : ¢¢ Coll. Math. Tomlinson,
wheresoever he was about the king,
was so civil, both towards his Ma-
jesty and such as attended bhim,
as gained him the king’s good opi-
nion, and, as an evidence thereof,
he gave him his gold pick-tooth
case, as he was one time walking
in the presence chamber.” (Ath.
Ox. ii. 700.)

Milton, in his History of En=
gland, considering the case of Cae
nute, says, *“ It is a fond conceit
In many great ones, to cease from
no violence till they have attained
the utmost of their ambitions and
desires ; and then, lastly, to grow
zealous of doing right when they
have no longer need to do
wrong.””  Milton might possibly
have had Cromwell in his recol=
iection, who well exemplified the
remark. Hethrew off the repuba
lican vizor, which he bad worn so
successfully, and forcibly ejected
from their House the remainder
of the Long Parliament, Apnil 20,
1653 ; commencing his governa
ment with the appointment of this
committee. According to Old-
mixon’s House of Stuart, (Fol. p.
414,) “¢ The first act of civil go-
vernment which Cromwell and his
council exercised, was their ¢exame
ining the grievancesand oppressions
committed by Sir John Lenthalk

[brother of the Speaker] in npanag-
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ing the prison of the Upper or
King’s Bench, both as to debtors
and creditors.”’

- William Penn had the merit of
legislating on the liberal principle
of this committee. In a constitu-
tion for West New Jersey, which
he projected in 1676, according
to Mr, Clarkson’s Life of Penn,
(1. 170.) ¢ No man was to beim-
prisoned for debt; but his estate
was to satisfy his creditors as far
as it would go, and then he was
to be set at liberty to work again
for himself and family.”

Dr. Johnson, a century after
Cromwell’s committee, maintained
their just and liberal sentiments.
I refer to the Idlers, Nos. 22 and
38, published in 1758, which
those should read who are stran.
gers to them, and those who have
read can scarcely have forgotten.

VERMICULUS.

P.S. The religious house,
mentioned in my last number (p.
360.) was Sion, near Brentford,
now a seat of the Duke of North-
umberland. In London and its
Envirens (vi. 6,) I find the follow-
ing account. ‘¢ When the corpse of
Henry the 8th was to be removed
from Westminster to Windsor to
be interred, it laid the first night,
not at Richmond, as is commonly
supposed, but at Sion; which,
by this means became the scene in
which a prophecy was supposed to
be fulfilled. For Father Peto
preaching before the King at
Greenwich in 1534, told him that
the dogs would lick his blood as
they had done Ahab’s. Now as
the king died of a dropsical disor-
der, and had been dead a fortnight
before he was removed to Sion, it
80 happened that some corrupted
matter of a bloody colour ran
shrough the coffin at that place.
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Whereupon the incident, though
only a natural consequence of the
aforesaid circumstances, was mis-
construed into a completion of
Peto’s pretended prophecy, and
considered as a pilece of divine
justice inflicted upon the king, for
having foiced the Bridgettins from
their religious sanctuary.”

Stow in his Annals, p. 562, un-
der the year 1533, relates this
anecdote of friar Peto, < a simple
man yet very devout,” and de.
scribes bim as ¢ preaching at
Greenwich, upon the 22d chapter
of the 3d book of Kings,” and
warning the king by ¢¢ the story of
Ahab.”

Henry’s fair monument at Wind-
sor (p. 360) appears to have been
designed by him on a scale the
most costly and magnificent which
the age could invent. In Speed’s
Chronicle (ii. 785) the plan of this
sumptuous fabric is detailed. The
following instructions to thesculp-
tor will show what a gross anthro-
pomorphist was the royal leader of
the English Reformation.

‘“ Item, on the top of the high-
est step of the said 5 steps, on the
south side, shall be an image of
the Father, having in his left hand
the soul of the king and blessing
with his right hand, with 2 angels,
holding abroad the mantle of the
Father, on either side. |

‘“ Item, in likewise shall be made
on the other side, the said image
of the Fathker, having the soul of
the queen in his left hand, blessing
with his right hand, with like an-
gels.

¢¢ The height of the same work
from the Father» unto the pave-
ment shall be 28 feet.” "

This monument was never coms
pleted, but some parts of it re-
mained till 1642. The silvef
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images were then melted down by
order of the Long Parliament, to
assist their supplies in the war with
Charles. This is related by Guth.
rie the historian (Hen. VI1II. ad
fin,) and pathetically lamented a$
an horrible sacrilege,

Essay on the Defects of the Re-
Jormatiwn and of the Refurm-
ers.

July 24th, 1813.

—pydeis navyaciw ev avlpwross.

As, in behalf of what some men
deem religious truth, appeals are
often made to the Reformation and
the Reformers from Popery, with
scarcely less confidence than if
they wére made to the original
records of Christianity, I shall be
justified in endeavouring to shew
that this confidence is excessive.

The Reformation was, no doubt,
a great blessing to the world. By
means of it the Scriptures were
presented to the people in their
native tongue: the mind was
roused to inquiry and action;*
and some check was given to the
interference of temporal power in
affairs relating simply to God and
conscience. It is further admit-
ted that many of the principal
instruments of the Reformation
were men of vigorous faculties, of
eminent piety and virtue and of
distinguished learning, for the
times in" which they lived. We
owe them considerable obligations;
their memories claim our grati.
tude and veneration.

Having thus stated my judg-

P ———— " T -
* La Rcformation est l'epoque de
Phistoire qui a le plps efficacement servi
peifecuitilité de I’espece humaine.
Mad. De Stael, &c¢. D. L. Lit. &c.
VOL. VIIIL,
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ment of the Reformation and of
the Reformers, I now propose to
represent the defects of both ; not,
1 can assure my readers, with
the invidious design of lesscning
the reputation of illustrious names
or of detracting from the value of
most important services, but only
with the view of proving my con-
sistency as a Protestant.

Well known events had induced
many of the inhabitants of Ger-
many, of Switzerland and of our
own country to shake off the papal
yoke. Their separation from the
sce of Rome, was, at least in its
beginning, much more a matter
of feeling than of reasoning: they
groaned under burdens which theyr
found themselves incapable of
sustaining; they were shocked at
the gross immoralities of several
of their spirnitual rulers, atid
something like a sense of injury,
alded by other considerations,
prevailed on them to withdraw
their allegiance from the powa
er to which they had long and
implicitly submitted.

The Reformation and Protes-
tant Nonconformity can only be
vindicated on the principles which
they have tended to unfold, es.
tablish and diffuse. But it would
be extravagant to assert that either
the Reformers or the first None
conformists were as thoroughly
acquainted with the evidence,
the nature and the extent of those
principles as many of their suc.
cessors. This were to aflirm that
knowledge and inquiry were as
far advanced then as they are at
present, or that our ancestors
erected the superstructure, instead
of merely laying the foundation.

To be a Protestant, is not to
believe or disbelieve particular te.
nets : it is not to practice or to

3u
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neglect particular ceremonies. The
man -who deserves the title, re-
nounces human authority in reli-
gion : he reads, he interprets, the
Bible to the best of his ability ;

and he maintains that if this be
not Lis right, neither was it law-

ful for the Reforimmers to dissolve
their connection with the Romish
church.

Thke Reformation did not draw
a sufliciently broad line of dis-
tinction between the ebjects of ci-
vil government and those of reli-
gious. faith, hope and duty.

They who conducted it, denied,
1t is true, the claims of the Bishop
of Rome : they even dcemed him
Antichrist,
most, 1f not all, of his pretensions
either to an a:sscmbly of men or
to some one individual, on whom
they bestowed the title of Head
of the Church. 'They invested
their synods,
and their monarchs with the pow.

er of regulating the faith and wor-:

ship of the inhabitants of their
respective countries.  Hitherto, a
foreign potentate had excercised
supreme jurisdiction, in matters
of religion, over communitics
which ought to have been inde-
pendent on his will : for the fu-
tyre, such jurisdiction was en-
trusted to their native rulers. The
change was, undoubtedly, in some
degree an advantage : but it was
an advantage only to civil policy.
Great evils had arisen from this
interference of the Popes: it had
frequently given. birth, in parti-
cular,
subjects. and their “princes; and
temporal ambition had been gra-
tified ander the veil of spiritual
dominion. It was time to put a
stop to these encroachmeats :-and
they might have been stopped by

But they trapsferred

their parliaments,

to fatal dsvisions between

Essay on the Defects of the Reformation.

other means than by clothing hy.
man governors aund legislators with
prerogatives which have no jusg
relation to the ends of govera-
ment.

IFurther; The Reformation did
not duly hold forth the sufficien.
cy of Scripture or effectually guard
the exercise of conscience.

While it declared, in words,
that the sacred volume contains
whatever is nccessary for Chris.
tians ‘to embrace and practice,
it did not lcave men at liberty to
interpret the Bible for themselves,
but committed to civil magistrates,
and to spiritual guides appointed
by them, the province of explain-
mg the Scriptures, of judging
what doctrines they teach and
what ceremonies they prescribe.
On a body of persons whom it
styled the church it conferred the

.pnv1lege of decreeing articles and

rites : and though it professed

- that nothing ought to be so incul.

cated which 1s not revealed n
God’s holy word, it did not per-
mit individuals to avow even a
doubt \\luthcr the ' propositions
thus enjoined, were scriptural or
unscriptural.  The creed of the
people was ctill to rest on the

footing of human authority: the

formularies drawn out by that au.
thority, - were affirmed to bLe de-
rived from the Sacred Books, ‘m

- oppositicn to papal Bulls and Ro-

mish traditions; neyertheless, if
any one demanded proofs, - and
still more if he expressed 'his dis-
agrcement, he was without delay
accused and punished as a heretic.
It follows that the Reformation
did not deliver men from' their
bondage to other: terms of com-
munion . than were "réquiréd by
Jesus Christ and his apostles.
Assent was still- demanded to
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nrticles.of which it may safely be
said that they are numerous and
datricate, and for several of which
we discern no evidence in the
Scriptures. The fact is clear in
the present state of almost every
Protestant Society ; and it 1s a
fact which, perhaps more than
any other, demonstrates the in-
completeness of the Reformation,
and the existence of an Anti-
christian principle and power. Ac.
cording to the New Testament,
the Messiahship of Jesus, is or
should be the whole of a Christ-
‘1an’s creed. Supposing human
articles of religion to be specifically
scriptural, tbey are unnecessary :
~and if they be contrary to scrip-
. ture, they are fraught with dan-
ger.
It - has been pleaded that ¢ as
the Founder of Christianity neither
-established nor recommended any
particular form of ecclesiastical
Jurisdiction, he bas left the nature
and the mode of it to be deter-
mined by human wisdom.’”” But
.even if, for the purpose of the
argument, I made this concession,
I would still remark that the spi-
. rit, the genius, the simplicity of
the gospel ought to be strictly
kept in view, when we are fram.
ing terms of religious communion.
To .go beyond the conditions in-
.sisted on by the author and the
original publishers of our faith,
1s to. blend the ordinances of men
with.the commands of Heaven.

¢ Pratestant churches’’ it has
also been affirmed, ‘¢ are volun.
tary societies, which have the

right of laying down their own .

terms of admission into.them, pro-
vided they require.nothing. mani-
festly inconsistent with the law of
Christ.”>. What,
' »factﬁm.Are they, all,voluntary SOa

thosc of

however, 1s the .
been so
»
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cieties? Are none of them forti-
ficd by temporal rewards, by tem-
poral penalties and disabilitics ?
And if these be their guards, with
with what justice do you allege
that they are wolumtary associa-
tions, or cven describe them as
being Protestant and Christian ?

The Reformation would have
been less defective had it con--
demned the false and mischievous
doctrine that religious opinions
may be arraigned at the trlbuval
of the magistrate.

In not a few instances they were
actually so arraigned: and we
know that, with scarcely any exe~ -
ception, such was the sentiment
of the Reformers, asserted both in
their discourses and their writings 2
they avowed the principle, even
though they occasionally qualified
and limited its application. As
the consequence, the spirit of ine
tolerance and persecution, has not
yet ceased to disgrace the compae-
ratively enlightened age in which
we live:

Such, generally, were the dea-
fects of the Reformation. Among
its instruments I shall
first mention an irrational fear of
incurring the guilt of schism,

By schism, or division, I mean
a causeless separation from a re-
ligious society or church. And
the schismatic is not only he who
lightly cuts himself off from such
an association, but he, morcover,
who, by cxercising spiritual ty-
ranny and imposing unscriptural
terms of fellowship, forces others
to withdraw from it, and to form
a distinct communion. At the
period of the Reformation, this
doctrine, so commonly acknow-
ledged in the present day, ‘was
not easily admitted. Men had
long enslaved by an
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Antichristian power, and so fami-
liar with its pretensions, that they
were content to vindicate their
self-deliverance from its usurpa-
tions rather upon the exigency
than upon the reason of the case.
Of this sort of timidity we perceive
many marks in the writings of the
Reformers, especially of our own
country : we see them anxiously
making the appeal to ecclesiasti-
cal antiquity ; and hence, proba-
bly, they are chargeable with car-
rying to an undue extent their
notions and practices in relation
to church discipline, order and
authority,

i.For the same reason and from
an tnordinate desire of uniformity
of belief, they were solicitous to
frame, subscribe and enforce arti-
cles of faith,

' 'I'beir enemies accused them (it
is the vulgar ery of ignorance, big
otry and craft against all religinous
reformers) of abandoning the most
essential points of Christian doc.
trine. To silence the accusation,
which it would bhave been more
magnanimous to have overlooked
and wiser to bave repelled in a
very different manner, they were
intent upon composing creeds and
forms, which might convey, as
threy imagined, their sentiments
upon important tenets. Buat the
experiment was unsuccessful : it
did not stop the clamours of their
adversaries, nor did it even serve
td define their own theological
opinions ; there being, at this very
day, almost us much contreversy
about the meaning of the articles
inr question, as there is about the
interpretation of the most difficult
passages of the scriptures.

‘It was another defect in the re-
formers that they did not confine
their arguments'in behalf of Chx’ig-

Essay on the Defects of the Reformation. -«

tian truth to the Bible, but placed
dispropertionate weight on the
writings of persons destitute of in-
spiration.

This was an ill-judged deferenees
to the authority of men, which,
in one memorable case, they had
signally renounced. It was also
an improper concession to their
opponents, who have ever been
moere fond of quoting fathers and
councils than the pure testimony
of Scripture. That the concession
was in fact made, appears from
the following account of the nature
of the confecrence between Ridley
and Cranmer, on the one side, and
the tribunal which sentenced them
to the Alames, on the other:

““ The Papists,”” says my au-
thor,®* ¢¢ drew their chief proofs in
favour of transubstantiation from
the fathers ; many of whom, and
some of the most esteemed writers
among them, speak on this subject
inlanguage by no means evangeli-
cal. The two bishops, accoiding-
ly, being thus pressed by an au-
thority which they durst not reject,
were not a little embarrassed.”

Still more grossly did the Re.
formers err in exhibiting, on some
occasions, the spirit of intolerance
and persecution. Not to go be«
yond our native country, Henry,
the Eighth consigned Lambert to-
the stake, for denying the real
presence : and Cranmer, wise and
amiable as he generally was, pre-
vailed on Edward the Sixth to give
orders for the execution of Joan
Bocher and George Paris, accused,
though at different times, the one,
of denying the humanity of Christ,
the other of denying his divinity.

Persons who ¢nuld so far mis-
take the precepts and genius of the

gl

i

® Gilpin's Life of Latimer, 137
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gospel, ‘ought not to be regarded
as the infallible expositors of it in
point of doctrine, The late Bishop
Hurd has stated, without answer-
ing, this objection to an acquies-
cence’in the claims which some
men advance in behalf of the Re-
formers: nor has he shewn that
toleration is a subject ¢ difficultin
itself.”®

Here I cannot suppress the ob-
_servations of the late excellent bio-
grapher of Cranmer.

“ We are surprized,’’ says he,
¢ at seeing the archbishop so far
depreciate his own cause, as to
suppose that one man incurred
gutit by acting on the same
principles which entitled ano-
ther to applause; and that he
who, in the opinton of one church,
was the grcatest of schismatics
himself, should not, even in com-
mon jastice, indulge toleration to
others. Nothing even plausible can
be suggested in defence of the
archbishop on this occasion; ex.
cept only that the spisit of popery
was not yet wholly repressed.”

““ Th.re are, however, among
Protestant writers at this day,
someé who have undertaken his
vindication. But | spare their
indiscretion. Let the horrid act
be umiversally disclaimed. ‘To
pallrate is to participate. With
Indignation let- it be recorded, as
what above all other things has
disgraced‘ that religious liberty
which our ancestors in most other
rdipects so nobly purchased.”

“My end will be answered, if
‘hg statemernits and reasonings in
this essay, ‘awaken or confirm in
my readers scntiments of forbear-

L W .

. .

* Sermons at Lincoln’s Inn, &c. vol 1.
Ww?? T —

T Gilpin’s&ife*of Cranniér, 132, 133,

509

ance and mutual love, in their re«
ligious profession, and induce

them to remember that ‘“*ONE i®

their MasTER, Jesus Christ.”’
N.

John Walker to the Editor of the
Monthly Repository.

Bond Court, Walbrook,

FrRiEnD, 22d 5th mo. 1818.

Amid the various divisions which
distract the Christian world, on
the doctrines recognised by the
different sects as divine, and which
they refer, as to a mutually ac-
knowledged authority, to the scrip=
tures of Sanhedric and Canonical
ordination or of the appointment
of the Councils, successively, of
Jerusalem and Rome, it is not easy
to conceive a more striking one
than that which separates them
into believers in the Unity of the
Ineffable, and the professors of
faith in Persons of the Godhead.
In the motley compilations, histoe
rical, doctrinal, devotional, ama-
tory, &c. of the rabbis and the
priests, got up mto the form, and
title of ‘TThe Book, [Biblc] as they
have been stamped by hierarchial
domination, each sect, hewever
contradictory, can, unquestione
ably, find the support of all its
tenets ; and, in the present day,
we see all the sects in this country
associating together, for the pur-
pose of issuing their sacred book
throughout the world ; each sect
and -each pious individual, no
doubt, feeling the consoling as-
surance, that their own chureh,
being the .true one, will eventually
become universally established.
Magna est veritas et valebit.

May the greatness of truth, at
length, every where prevaib! Then
the one subjime principle, tpstified
of in the Bible, and recognised by




$10 Mr. Waiker on a Society

the people of every land, will cease
to be obscured by the clouds of
supeirstition, to be violated by per-
secution. Theophilanthropy, or
pure Quakerism, which must al-
ways be of Panadelphic character,
will then cover the earth as the
waters cover the place of the sea.

The professors of the belief, that
the word of God is an 1nward

light, do, in referring their doc-
trines to the Bible. as an authori-
ty, virtually relinquish their pe-
culiar dogma ; but there are many
of this profession, both iunsulated
and in society, who do not recog-
nis¢ any writings of whatever lan-
‘guage, to be their guide, 1n spiri-
“tual conceruns. |

Would it not be well that these
were associatea together? Let me
ask these, my brethren, through
'thy periodical publication, where-
“ever 1t may reach them ; whether
~ 1t may not be well for them to as-
semble together, in the varieus
places of their habitation, or of
- their pilgrimage ; whether it may
not be good to confer with each
other ; to correspond with absent
‘or distant brethren; whether it
may not be well suited to the pre-
sent state of society at large, uni-
ted by common interests, while it
is variously divided by different
objects, that they form associa.
tions, 1n the different places, where
their lot may be cast.

Assoclations so formed, how-
ever small, i1n their beginnings,
may, perhaps, in tine, become
extended, become productive of
good 1n society at large.

Educated myself in the strictest
sect of the Pharisees, the little flock
of the followers (@ la lettre) of the
primitive Christians, whose- super-
‘stitions, as they appear to- me,
I lave had to relinquish, foéra pro.

of Panadelpkiarn Quakers.

fession ‘more “simple, and more
sublime, I have been, from time te
time, considerably affected with
observing the deplorable effects
arising from the unnatural union
of church and state, in that sect
which, more than any other, be-
comes at once, by association, a
sort of microcosm. I propose, if
thou give me the opportunity, to
attempt to exhibit some of the
grievous declensious of the associ-
ations of the Friends, whereby the
bright prospects of those noble en-
thusiasts, who, in the gathering
together of our predecessors, in the
century before the last, endured
persccution, even unto death, seem
to have failed to be realised; where.
by their establishment, the finest
the world ever yet saw, instead of
difusing evangelical truth, and
extending 1itself throughout the
world, continues to be a diminu-
tive sect; its polity and its prac-
tices unknown to its surrounding
neighbours.

But firse, let me offer a sketch,
which two or three of us, in this
metropolis, have thought might be
cligible for adoption, by those
Friends who cannot acknowledge
some of the professed tenets of the
organized part of their sect.

QUAKERISM PANADELPHIAN.

To a human creature, the con-
templation of the Supreme Being,
the Self.cxistent, must-be seriaus,
must produce reverential awe.

Under the sense of the Divine
presence, it is not degrading to feel
all self-sufficiency to dic within
us, to tremble before the Lord-

The fear of the Lord must de-
liver from the dread of man ; must
make us regard all human crea-
tures, our fellow partakers of mor-
tality, as our brethren. o

In professing to believe  that
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awful reverence towards God be-
comes our dependent condition,
we. profess ourselves Quakers;
that it produces - due respect. to
our fellows, Panadelphians.

- Might not associations now be
formed, 1n the latter years of the
King, George the Third, in the
realms under his' government, of
Friends, professing themselves to
be Panadclphian Quakers.

Panadelphian Quakers profess
to hold the doctrine, that all hu-
man creatures are equal before the
Lord ; that the due sense of the
presence of. the Lord, when hap-
pily felt, must cover the creature
with reverent awe, and be a pro-
tection fromevil. =« . .,

The sense of the .Divine pre.
sence is to be felt amid the varied
business of life. Co

It protecteth from evil.
.. We feel checked by it, whe
tempted to do to others as we
would not that we were done unto.

We feel peace, when we yield to
the divime law felt ir®the human
heart, of doing to others as we
would they should do unto us.

It is profitable to retire from the
ordinary pursuits of the world, to
commune with our own heart; to
be still.

When collectively assembled,

uader suck an exercise, it may be
scasonable that a brother or. a sis-
tery clothed with awful reverence,
utter words of counsel to the as-
sembly ;: or break forth in out-
ward expression of filial adoration,
~ orthanks, or supplication, towards
the Supreme Being.
-~ Under such exercises, the hum-
bled speaker will not dare to adopt
the studied arts of eloquence, in
Speech or gesture; it will be be-
Coming in the congregation to be
stll,.. ; .. ., ° -

r ‘)

S Bl

- If individuals, or the whole as.
sembly, be brought under a simiw
lar exercise, a cousentaneous ex~
pression. of ity may, possibly, aps
pear in the person, or be heard in
the utterance of the sympathising
individuals. | ,'

it would be a departure in the
assoclation, from pure Quakerism,
to collectively adopt forms on such
occaslons, of assuming certain ate
titudes, or of dressing or undress-
ing the head, fect, or other parts.of
the body. It would be a depar-
ture from Panadelphism, to at-
tempt to restrain individuals from
falling intosuch attitudes, or yield-
ing such utterance as may feel. to
themselves expressive of what may
be going on ir their own minds.

The Divine Spirit may be. felt
by the assembly, without the ut-
terance of words. 'The members
may feel the occasion; under the
solemnity of silence, rendered a
blessing to their dependent spirits.

The association cannot hold 1t-
self accountable for the expressions
of the speaker.

They may be, even doctrinally,
erroneous ; while, under the mis-
statement, as to the letter, they
may be utterances, or effusions,
of a sincere and tender piety, as
to the spirit. .

Under this persuasion, we niay,
charitably and with edtfication,
feel the occasion not unprofitable.

Each individual can retire from,
or continue in the place of the as-
sembly, as may seem to him meet :
his retiring, or staying, not having
any reference to what s golng on
in the place of the assembly ; it
has refercnce, only to what is goa
ing on in his own mind. .

- The simple principle, [fear of
the Lord] not unaptly expressed

in the English language, by the
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word Quakerism, which, in the
estimation of the Society, must
be the basis of every good effect,
wrought in the hearts ot individu.
als, and in all the affairs of socicties,
does, when holden in sincenty,
fit the human crcature to become,
and constitutes him, a member of
the catholic church.

The regulation of his moral
conduct appertains to the laws of
his country ; determination of his
mental condition cannot be asa
sumed by the association. -

‘His professing to hold the prin-
ciple, and expressing the wish to
unite in the association, would
render him eligible to have his
name recorded as a member of the
Society of Panadelphian Quakers.

His holding the principle of
Quakerism will prevent him from
uniting, in many observances of a
multitude of people in the world.

He will be afraid to recognize

any human authority in spiritual
affairs.
- Jf a fellow-creature, under a
serious exercise of spirit, address
him, on the things which apper-
tain to his well-being he¢re or
hereafter, he will receive the la-
bour of love, in the measure of
sympathy which arises in his
mind.

The approbation of the speaker
from others, however appainted
or constituted, or whatever eccle-
siastical designation they may bear,
will not have any weight with
khim.,

The word of counsel, exhorta=
tion, or reproof, he will not dare
to despise, when it scems to him
uttered in sincerity, from a fellow-
creature, however lightly the
tpeaher may be ageemed by other

n.
Ke mu be afraid to unite with
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those who hold it their duty to be
vindictive, 1in. asserting their own
nghts, or the rights of the Society
or nation or peuple, to whom they
belong.

The coercive measures of war,
and of internal police, wili bc
discordant with his feelings.

He will not dare to renounee
that dependance on the providences
of the Supreme Being, which Qua-
kerism 1mplies.

His resignation to what he feels
in bimself to be the Divine will,
without reference to the npiniom,
the notions, the manners of others;
without regard to their approba-
tion or disapprobation, will sepa-
rate him from much of the policy
of the world.

He may have to dwell alone
among the nations,and even among
his brethren.

He may be unﬁt~ted to unite
with many of the insututious of
men, where the promotion of good,
even, is their object ; but,; where
evil has beceme mixed with their
proceedings. -

He may have to keep at a dis-
tance from the vain. sports, and
from the eager selfish pursuits,
which continually oeceupy the
worldly minded man ; but thi
may contribute to brmg him into
a redeemed and happy state !

In the order of creation there
are parts which are abeve our
comprehension.

We know not why sensitive crea-
tures are susceptible of pain ; why
they are subjected tv suﬂ"ering'

and death.

In the visible creanon, the weak
and mild are seen to fall a preyy
under agonizing terrors, to the
strong and rapacioas.

We cannot comprehend: Wl‘!
these thing are permitted to be. -



Objections to the Doctrine of Necessity.

« If their cause could be discovered
by the researches of human crea.
tures; it by human research a
kpowledge of the Supreme Being
could be obtained ;3 if this know.
ledge could be recorded ; then,
the learned might consult the re.
cords, and inform the unlearned,
and, thus, many might be made

wise.
But the fruits of such labour
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They must renounce the obs
servances, accounted religious, to
which expences are necessarily at<
tached. | "

All sacrifices and sacraments
are, with them, of spiritual ina
terpretation. In the silence of al}
flesh they are effected, in the des
votion of mind. Were it otherwise,
he who possesses worldly sub-
stance, could offer up 1ncense

more acceptable, than the man
who 1s not possessed of, or who is’
not encumbered with, it.

An established polity or politi«
cal economy, is generally necegs
sary for the regulation of certgims
proceedings of associated bodies;:
and, according to circums{ances,. :
they will be likely to vary with:
Panadelphian Quakers.

It will be suited to the chimatg,’
of this part of the world, to hold: .-
their different meetings under coe. .
ver, and in situations admitting
light, with comfortable accommg=.»
dations; to the physical order of".
things, the stated vicissitudes af
day and night, and changes of the -
seasons, that their assemblies he..”
periodical; to the present state of....
society, that they mutually ate ..
tempt the brotherly aid of each .
other; that unostentatious coks, -
lections, from time to time, be . :

would always be of partial and un-
certain distribution.

~A Panadelphian Quaker does
not profess to seek divine instruc.
tion in the outward creation.

‘He rejects the doctrine, that
the records, or languages, of hu.
man. invention, are the sure ve-
hicles of the Divine will,

-True wisdom cometh from above,
is infused into all, bringeth salva-
tion and peace to those who yield
obedience to its-heavenly dictates.

‘This is the divine inspiration,
the inward light vouchsafed. to
every human creature, which still.
eth vain inquiries, recencileth us
toour human lot; which enableth
the ereatures of a few fleeting mo-
ments, to rejoice in hope, in their
present state of being, to enjoy the
present mutable condition, which
is allotted to them.

To sustain our physical exist-

ence, to support our. varied social made for these useful purposes.

relations, exertions are absolutely ‘ oo

necessary.; expences must be in- Qbjections to the Doctrine of Nee

Curred. cessily. ' . -
Jure 1 ’ 1813.

Sin,
Whether in the progress of a., |
nation towards refinement, a period
usually occurs, 3 doubtfuland.ama
biguous period, in whi¢ch the ;.

It is not. se .with love, friend-
ship and religion.

%he, qpnss’mmation of sexual
love, the sacred tie of marriage,
hugt always..be accomplishable
In the Socjety without expense.

ndividua)” friendships can have
Pl&fte with them as with other de-
riptions of men.

YOL. WX . =

evils attendant on the g’i‘gcti)g‘;algn“,‘; )
of an enlightened and: philosqphyz.,
cal joprsal, would, upon ghg.. .
whole, outweigh the benefits, i&@,

3! . YT T Papeg 20 # AR 4 ’ll\\
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shall not at present-stop to inquire.
Admitting, thas, just at the mid-
dle’point, betwecen the boundaries
of ‘savage and civil life, such a pe-
riod really occurs, the age in
which we live is infinitely removed
from all fears or apprehensions of
that kind. The present conditien
of knowledge, rendcrs it 1mpossi-
ble’ that any mischief should ac-
¢rue from the most uncurbed dis-
cussion of subjects, connected with
learning or philoscphy, however
bold or delicate the topics.

Some of the gentlemen who are
Enown to countenance and support
tHe Monthly Repository, are per-
sons of distinquished talents and
unqguestionable integrity : and the
judgnient of such men, respecting
Ifatters to the consideration of
which they have dedicated a long
seriés of years, is, certainly, enti-
tléd Yo much respect and atention.

“T'he writer of this article, Sir,
after ‘Yong meditation and much
inquiry, is compelled to admit, in
1ts fullest extent, the Necessarian
scheme. Yet the doctrine pre-
sents itself to his imagination, sur-
rounded by so many and such for-
midable difficulties, that nothing
short of the absolute impossibility
of rejecting it, could induce him to
range himself on its side. And,
ot this account, he is extremely
desirous to learn, through the me-
dium of so respectable a publica-
tion as yours, whether the difficula
ties in question, do, in truth, offer
themiselves to the contemplation of
others under the same grave and
discouraging aspect. |

T'$hall now set down these ob-
jeétions, without softening and
w'it:l’j'ollt exaggeration, just as they
uiifold’ themselves to my . under.
stiding; #nd “only add, that X

Objections to the Doctrine of Necessity.

have not the remotest wish to en-
gage in any controversy or dehate,
on this or any other pplnt.
1st, Does-nst the doctrine of
necessity, properly understood,
refer to the Deity, as to its true
cause, every event, bad as well as
good, from the beginmng to the
end of time?»—God 1s the author
of matter and of mind; and
of the laws which are impressed
upon both of them. |
2d, Supposing that mankind,
during their continuance on earth
are purely instrumental and pas.
szve, on what conceivable basis
shall we admit their future respon-
sibility ? — Where there, is no
choice there can be no agcouunt-
ableness. | .
3d, Are the moral principles of
our nature, though deep and uni.
versal, of =no authority 2, — Byt
where are the people, savage o;
refined, who do neot treat the dis:
turbers of society, as conscious
and voluntary offenders; 1 meap,
(for 1 detest cavilling) who do
not treat such persons. as zf they
had power to abstain.from the com:
mission of crimes? ..
And now, Mr. Editor, 1 bave
only to request, that, if any cor-
respondent shall feel inclined to
notice this article, he will not
content himself by referying, me to
any buoks ou the subject ; allsuch
books I have read and considered;
they have perfectly satisfied me, a8
to the truth of the doctrine; but
not at all as to the strength and
unavoidable bearing of the objec-
tions. I am fully convinced @
its truth, but really shocked at 13
consequences. .. .., .
1 am, Sir,, with much respegt:
| You;‘s, ,&CQ et &

4 L. ]
L]

Somgmrtnppdpttip, )
R od ] ‘



Dr. Bruce on the Article on €¢ Irisk Unitarians.”

 ed with the moast liberal <11v1ne§ of

’.’ " .
> *Pr. Bricce on the Ar(‘z’cle on
““I¥ish Unitarians.”

. Belfust, June 10, 1813.

S1R,

- When lookmg into your Repo-
sxtory for Dec. 1812. [VII. 753,]
I find my name introduced in a
manner liable to misconception.
It is one of those instances in
which your readers are often iis.
led by the usurpation of the title
of Unitarians on the part of the
Socinians. This is a continual
source 6f confusion in your pub.-
litcation, and sometimes exposcs
it to'the suspicion of disingenuity.
As I ‘decept of the denomination
of Aridn, without subscribing to the
créed of Arius, I shall take the li-
berty of a:ddressmg you as a Soci-
man, withouat insinuating that you
gdoppt ‘Any opinions of Sdcinus
wﬁich’ you disavow. *

“'The' confision arising from this
étjmvbcal use of the word Unita-
rian ap peared of late very remark.
dbly your American corres-
p%hdebce' and as you’ candidly
corrected that misrepresentation
witht respect to America, I bopc
you will hot refuse a speedy in-
sertiof of what I have to say con-
Céfning. Ireland.

T havé a very general knowledge
8f thie Dissenters of this country,
and. can’ venture to assert, that
theré is not one Socinian congre.
éﬁuon in Ireland.’ In the South-
érn’ Assdéiation, one or two minis-
teks‘and about a dozen of the laity
may ¢iitertain shch sentiments.
I’ the Ndtthqrn counties, which
tontain  petween 400,000 and

556566 Pf’éé‘ﬁytena ,'Jncludino
sece&ers, 1) & 46t know of one
minister who denies the pre.exis-
tence of our=¥ord;-though I am
timatel y acquamted and connect.

5}5

that body. The Methodists, Co-
venanters, Moravians and Evan.
gelical Societies cannot be sus-
pected of Socinianism; and the
Quakers have of late been anxwus
to disclaim that doctrine.

As to my late much respected
colleague Dr. Moody, .and my
valued friend Mr. Philip Taylor,
who are particularly mentioned by
your correspondent, the furmer
has recently, for himself and his
worthy associate Mr. Armstrong,
obviated suspicions of this kmd
to which Arian ministers who. do
not entertain their pe0p]e with
controversy are liable, in a manner
highly satisfactory to his’ respecta
able congregation ; and the Iattﬁr
has always adhered to the senti-
ments-of his grandfather, the learn-
ed Dr. John Taylor of Norwich.
I bave also been long intimate
with the minister of Clonmel, and
never had any reason to suppose,
that he inclined to Socinian prin-
ciples.

The excessive spirit of proselyt-
Ism, which actuates so many of
your correspondents, 1s not always
confined to the living. Itis a f?:—-
vourite opinion among them that
Newton and Locke were Socinians.
The evidence for this is brought
forward in your number for July,
1810, though, I think, Ilittle to
the satisfaction of the writer him=
self. Sir Isaac Newton is clalmed
on the strength of werbal expres-
sions, which be is said to have used
toa Mr. Haynes. For the truth
of this traditionary evidence we
are referred to a Mr. Baron, hl
seif a Socinian, ,who says, ’tha
I,Vh. Haynes, from whom he, ba;i
it, ‘was thé most zealdtis Sbcinian
he ever knew ; and therefore surely
not an unexceptionable witness.
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For this quotation from Mr. Ba-
ron’s tract we are again referred
to Mr. Lindsey’s Apology. This
1s slight ground for forming an
opinion of the sentiments of so
gieat a man, who wrote so largely
on religion. As to the quotation
from Sir Isaac’s own writings, it
migbt as well come from an Arian,
or indeed from any Protestant, as
from a Socinian,

¢ In regard to Mr. Locke,”

this writer very fairly admits,
- ¢¢ that he knows not of any posi-
tive evidence that can decide the
question.” 1 shall therefore fur-
nish him with one very respectable
testimony, respectable in every
point, but peculiarly so on this
subject. It is that of Dr. Lardner,
who pronounces Locke to have
been an. Arian, and classes him
with Dr. John Taylor, in his Let.
ter on the Logos, in these words :
“ How this text, Rom i. 3, 4. is
explained by those who favour the
Arian hypothesis, of the Logos
supplying the place of a human
soul 1n the person of Jesus, may
be seen 1n divers writers. Seethe
Paraphrases of Mr. Locke and Dr.
Taylor.”?

I shall also remind him of two
passages in Locke’s Paraphrase,
which to me are perfectly satisfac-
toxy. The first 1s that referred to
by Dr. La’rdn_er', Rom. 1. 3. ¢ Je-
sus Christ, our Lord, who, accord-
ing to the flesh, i. e. as to thke
5@’{13/, which he took in the womb
of the Blessed Virgin, his mother,
. was of the posterity and lineage of

Dr. Bruce on an Article on ¢ Irisk -Unitarians.”

this he hes the following note:
¢ Spirit of Holiness must meéan
that more pure and spiritual part
in him, which, by divike extrac.
tion, he had €mmediately from
God : unless thjs be understoed,
the autithesis is lost.” |
The secorid passage is comprised
in two notes on Ephes. i. 4and 6.
‘¢ It was in consideration of Christ
alone, that God heretofore, be.
fore the foundation of the world,
designed us Gentiles to be his
people.”—¢¢ And this for the sake
of hkis son Jesus Christ, wko was
his beloved.”” No Arian could
wish for a more satisfactory com-
ment on these texts. ‘In the Rea-
sonableness of Christianity, alse,
he says, that ¢ Sins s}lxoh‘!'éi?'n’ Jor
his Son’s &ak;, _be forgiven:’—
and again, ¢* God sends Jesus
Christ into the world, who being
conceived in the woinb of a eirgin,
(who had never knewn .mah) by
the immediate power of God, wai
N &) PPty DA
prglegrly the Son of God. T
. The quotation ma«li‘e;by your
correspondent from Locke’s’ Vin-
dication of the book just mentions
ed, when read in ¢onnection, Is,
I think, an explicit disavowal of
Socitii'a'nis'gn ; and if any doubt
remain, it must be removed by
the following expressions in the
same tract:— ¢¢ It would have
plainly appeared how 1dle and
gréundléas his chargin ;’S('J'cm_-laﬁf
ism on me was :’—*“for I repeat
it again, that there i;s"hdt' one word
of Socinianism ini1t.”  In his se-
cond Vindication He challéenges

David, accordingto the Spirit of his adversary to shew, ‘that he

Holiness, i. e. as to that more
pure and spiritual part, which in
him overruled all, and ki:.pt_ even

LS 1 M . A .
bis, fraj}l ‘ﬂesﬁb holy and spotless
from the leas,t,‘tpig't__\qf sn},qax)'d was
pon

of another extraction, &c.”

ever said, “¢ That *Christ is DOt

above the nature of ‘maw’”.
It ismore canllid and respectful

to such a mah &s Focke, to ac-

‘guiesce 'in ‘this diElaration’ of his

“»

‘own ' sehtiménts, “especially. Wwier
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he says, ‘¢ I bawe been careful to
take all occgsnons to ‘expldm the
doctrine .of my buok than to
¢ m;'er t,hat whalever t}us great
man’s ORINION . Was, he dld not
think, it necessary . or proper, ir
these puZchatwn;, fully to state
it.”  But lest the controversial
nature , of these pubhcatwns may
be thought to require some re-
serve, I bhd“ add another passage
from the original tract: ¢ Speak.
ing, of hlS own life, John x. 18,
he says, ‘ « No man taketh it from
me i but 1 lay it down myself: I
hgve power tg lay it down, and I
kave power to take it, up again :’
which he would not have said, if
he bad been a martal man, the son

of ¢ many of the seed qf.Adam, or-

tra n,sgrebbl,on £01 feited

else had b
{1 for ¢/e wages of sin

his own_lj

zs dea*tb,, and he that hath incur-

red death by bis Qwn trapsgression,
cannot, kay dgwn his lee for ano-
1&3[» AS our. Savlour professes he
did.””’ For my, pa):,l, 'I think it
more reasgnqble to  infer, that
though Locke may, not have been
an_Aran of the b;ul}est order, he
differed wxdely from the modern
Socinians on almost every article
of their creed.  He did not believe
Chglst to, have been 3 ‘mortal man
of the segd of Adam; he was nei-
ther a Necessarian nor a Material-
ist; he beljeyed in tl}e incarnation
and, mnragulous cqncaptxon, and in
the separate nature and existence
af the soul and body of Cbnst, and
did not scruple to uge the phrase
‘“‘far the sake of Jesus Christ.”
-+ ] hgve also seen another highly
f‘%swckablle author classed by your
correspondents in such company
ug \y.?,u;ld lead que: “lo suppose that
was gogsxderg | as. a Socinian
Humﬂm&
- Rethy.  As. ]

I mean Aber-
¢ was net only an

ornament.to my country, but also
a member of the same presbytety;’
you will excuse me for wishing to:
set your readers right by referring
them to his Sermon on the Spia
rituality of the Divine Nature;
where he lays down the Arian doe-
trine as explicitly and extenstvely
as Benjamin Ben DMordecai hime
self, whose Apology 1 shall con.
clude by recommending to the se-
rious perusal of the subscrlbers to
the Repository.

WILLIAM BRUCE.

. ) . . -

Ad’t[reh from'a Tutor to an Ane
nual Meeting of his former Pa.

pils.

GENTLEMEN, :

I am commced that nothing
can be farther from your thoughts
than to lead me into circumstances-
of moral danger. And yet so se«
ducing is this testimony of your
aﬂ‘ectmn, that it forces me to be
on my guard against that propesn-
sity to magnify the idea of self’
which an excellent moral writer
has shown is the most dangerous
of all. propensities.

My high standard of duty, attend-
ed with a sense of the danger to
which I am exposed, will, 1 hope,
preserve me from the intoxications
of vamity : whilst your persevering
affection inspires me with thank-
fulness and a return of affection.
It had indeed before this time pyo-
duced a transfer of the debt of gra-
titude. Gentlemen, § thaok you,
—1I thank you from my heart.

As 1 have just been reading a
work of Mrs. Hamilton’s whieh
advances and illustrates those
principles in theory, which I have
lopg, been endeavouting to reduce

to pmchbe, (a cmncnddnbe which

is likewise ﬂattermg to 'ty vanity,)
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I“sBall make’ no apology, on this
oecasion;” for laying them before
¥ou in as few words as possible.
Indeed the business of education,
in the light in which I have ever
considered it, is the business of
every human being. How much
it is the business of parents I need
not say. My concern in it will
soon devolve upon others. Pre-
viously to my retiring, 1 wish to
say one word which may be of
use to my successors.

*"The design of education, I con-
ceive, is to form a human being to
usefulness and happiness during the
whole of his life. 'The design of
education is to form an immortal
being to happiness through all the
eges of eternity.

-The employment of an instruc-
tar of youth then, I presume, is
not merely to teack languages,—
1mportant as that branch of in-
struction 15, and incalculably im-
portant as ‘are the Sciences con-
nected with it and the mental ha.
bits: which are best formed by it;
—1t'i1s not merely to teack any
thing, that is to tell a person wha¢
he 1s to think, what he is to be-
lIreve, or cven what he is to do:
=it embraces a wider field of duty,
and requires exertions of greater
labour and difficulty. It is to as-
sist the developement, to favour
the expansion, and to strengthen
the texture of every faculty of the
understanding and of every amia-
ble ‘affection of the heart. It is
to preserve tke understanding clear
from the mists of prejudice, and
thet heart, in this corrupted and
corrupting Sscene, pure from the
taifit of vice. It 1s to restrain the
imagination, to regulate the judg-
ment and to form the taste ; that

thypstha pupil mey be able from

the most solid principles, to drew
h:s own conclusions, and may know

in all cases kow to think, Zow te
judge, and Aow to act.. - -
The business of education is not
yet completed. 'By ATTENTION
—that all.powerful agent, so coy
and reserved when courted, so
partial in her atcachments and so
difficult to be won ; ~by aTTEN.
TION, never asleep, ‘never suffered
to proceed in a wrong direction,
those mental habits are to be ac.
quired which will enable the pupil,
1n all the varying circumstances of
life, to think rightly, to feel right-
ly, and to act rightly. ~
Gentlemen,—In the most ar
duous, important and’ dnxious of
all employments, thi$ & the design
which I have invariaBly ‘had in
view. To you I appéal 'as wit.
nesses of the sincerity ‘of my inten-
tion ; to you I miust furthér appeal
as examples of the ‘sucless ofr%
endeavours. = Ydu will 'noty I am
convinced, accusé me, When' we
have been‘ reading togéiher the
heathen oratérs, historians, and
even poets, of having dmitted ‘any
opportunity whichlay'inthy way,
of instilling a mo#al and 'Christian
principle. ~ *
Gentlemen, —If success has at-
tended these, the principal labours
of my life, I impute it to the
blessing of beaven, the fertility of
the soil which I have been called
upon to cultivate, and to your
filia! affection, candid cdnstric:
tion and cordial co-opération.
I have only to add, that'l hops
it will ever “bé with you an ani-
mating motive ¢o be all which I‘ngh‘
you to be; that this will cghtirbate
to my highest happinéss both h@%é
and hereafter ; and that” }h&_s({ﬂ‘ )
which is now hédt"‘t}mc""ﬁoﬁ?bg@
will set in brightess) tHowgh th
brightness tay be'*lost fiY SUp! rio
splendour, if I leave you as lights
tn the world.



Gleanmgs.

Bum:, the Poet’s, Vzcws of Reli.

) glom.-

{From Reliques of Rohert Burns; col-
lested. | and published by R. H. Cro-

v n?c 3va, p.362, 3.]

“Those ot elther sex, but parti-
cula.rly the female, who are luke-
warfm 1n-that most 1mportant of all
thmgs,_ rehglon———‘ O, my soul,
come not thou mto their secret !?
I will lay before you the outliie of

my belief. He who is our author
and preserver, and will one day
be ‘our judge, must be, (not for
his sake, in the way of duty, but
from the native impulse of our
hearts,) the object of our reveren.
tial awe and grateful adoration:
he is dlmlghty “and all- bounteous;
wé qre weak and dependent : hence,
prayer.and every other sort of de-
votion.—¢ He is not willing that
any, should pensh hut that all
s odl,d come to everlasuna life 3
rrﬁsf:fql.teml_y, it must be in every
one’s awer to embrace his offer of
)gyer agtmcr life ;> otherwise he
could not, in _]ustlce, condemn
tfw§e who did not. A mind per-
Vaded actuated and governed by
P l:ll:y, trath and chanty, though
it does not meri¢ heaven, yet is an
absolutely necessary pre-requisite,
without wmch he¢aven cap neither
be obtamed nor enjoyed ; and by
divine promise, such a mind shall
fever | fail of atjaining ¢ everlasting
15?), ‘hence, the impure, the de.
celying and the uncharjtable, ex-
clude 1 qmselvcsfrq;n eternal bliss,

’f}‘the;r upﬁtness for enjoying it.

SR 7‘ D a
\

¢ Sup:g:n}e Bexpg has .put the
q:§,tranon of all, this, for wise

and gopd cpds kppownp to himself,
mquﬂ?ﬁ }}ax;ds qf Jesys, Christ, a
BrIEaL, personage, whose relation
1 bim, we Kﬂaqm& comprehend ;
;‘%}‘;ﬂ” asg.relationto.ys is 8 Guide

gy ;, and

Wy ooy o

wh(o,,,exaapt-

v‘/,j\n\i ‘ ’3 ty l} R

1 T . - éw

for our own obstmacy and .mijss
conduct, will bring us all, thmugb
various ways and by varwus
means, to bliss at last. |

‘* These are my tenets, my friend.
My creed is nearly expressed n
the last clause of Jamie Dean’s
grace, an honest weaver in Ayr.
shire ; ¢ Lord grant that we may
lead a gude life ! for a gude life

makes a gude end, at least it helps
weel I'?”

GLEANINGS ; OR, SELECTIONS
AND REFLECTIONS MADE IN
A 'COURSE OF GENERAL READ-
ING. -
No. CXXXIV . * .
A Heathen s View of National
Christianity. . N
Ammianus Marcellinus, a hea-
then soldier and writer, who flou-
rished A. p. 380, has the followe
ing passage in his character of the
Fmperor Constantius ;: — ¢ The
Christian religion, which in itself
is plain and simple, he adulterated
with a childish superstition (an#l
superstttione) : for studying it with
a vain curiosity instead of sober
modesty, he raised many dissen=
tions, which when caused he
cherished and increased by a strife
about words. And the public
carriages were even worn out by
the troops of priests galloping from:
all quarters to their synods, as
they call them, to bring the whole
sect to their particular opinion.”’
¢¢ Most persons,” says Lardner,
(Works, viii. 467, 468.) ¢ will al-
low this to be a judicious passage. -
1st, He calls the Christian reli-
gion ¢ a plain and simple religion.’
They who best understand the N.
T, will most ad.mire the-justneas

AA

-w

» For mexv‘, P 455, md cxfxm
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of this observa t onh. 2gdly, * The
strife about i véry pmkably

has a reference, to those two words,
¢ homotsius,’ and ¢ homoioiisius,
of- the same,” and ¢ the like suba
stanee,” which caused so much
- disturbance among Christians of
the fourth ceatury. 3r115 > We plain-
«lya see that the Arians rendered
: themselves ridiculous, and exposed
‘ﬁie Christian religion, by the mul-
-titude of their synods in this reign.
. Nor were the- Heathen people
- only, but the Catholitks likewise,
cencerned for the poor post horses;
-gs appears from a passage of Hilary
observed by Valesius, in his notes
wpon this place of Ammianus.
4vhly, The design of these councils
aas impertineat, namely, to bring
asll Qhristians o an agreement in
some words and phrases, whxch
were .the 1nvention of 3 valn and
@®aght curiosity 5 “when it was suf-
fcrent for Cbn»llans te agree in
thwey majn things of religion. Lastly,
Hlake away the additiaps of hu-
mah -inventiop, and Christians
might dgree and be of one mind :
which 'is a very desirable thing,
xnd is the command and earnest'
réquest of Christ and his apos;les :
bt otill- that i3 done, unity is in
i expectedl,, and Christianity
mu be repmached 7

No. CXXXV.
Boerbaaue s Motto.
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Gleanings.

beauty. thescgt‘ge ed cottages, witk
their whited g%s and curling
smoke shining in the silent sun
imparted to the Idndgcq, he
peasant paet aﬁ?\ Sed Nt iie elt
that beauty teti tlmos morestrongly
than his companion; and that it
was necessary to'be a totraﬁm', o
know what pure and traﬁ uil
pleasures nestled below those: loxiv-
ly roofs, or to read, in their extér.
nal appearance, the signs of-sa
many heartfelt and Ionﬂ-remem-
bered en_;ovments.

4

No. C)xXXVII. !
Victums of Persecution..
Them of wzderstqnd,mg she
Sall, says the pmphet amcl, ynj.
35. ‘'I'his anhop Ne ton, 1n.
terprets, with. ,reasoy, ofyth e pPI,E-
secution of Cbrgbti‘ig;s,,,whewth Y)y
healtbens o; by one qpo;f)gr ‘_67&-
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM.

Primitinus sn dnswer to Mr.
Jones.
SiR,

Under the signature, Prémitivus,
I took the liberty to send you
some remarks on Mr. Wakefield’s
translation of Acts xx. 28. and
on his nRote justifying the text
which he had adopted, and the
rendering of that text which he
had furnished. The whole appeared
40 me extraordinary, and had ex-
cited my astonishment on every pe-
rusal. Dr. Middleton, whom I
had mot then perused on that pas.
sage, had recommended the note
to his readers as amusing, in a
-spii'il_, I believe, far less friendly
to the reputation of Gilbert Wake-
field, {(ban that which actuated
e, who can truly say, thatI re-
gard the fame of that eminentscho-
‘far only less than the cause of
truth, | |

Mr. Jones bas animadverted on
‘my communication with some
~warmth, which I do not reprehend,

85 he must be affected by feelings
‘not common to us both. It be-

came the pupil to hold his shield
before a tutor, from whose aid he

could not fail to derive abundant
advantage, and whose friendship
be probably cnjoyed. To me Mr.

Wak?ﬁeld presented himself as a
gritig gnly, and I truly stated my
opipian of him . in that character,
which. I still retain, as my remarks
remain in their full force, and the
translasion, and note cannot now
b8 cgocelled, nor, it scems, de-
fended. .~ | -

I cannet, hawever, refrain from
’selmg regrot that it was not pos-
uble to speak without disparage-

YeLr. vixr.. 3 v

fnént of Mr. W.s critical skill

and judgment, when comment-
ing on his labour on the text in
question. What is to be domne
when a learned man has commit-
ted his literary fortune on the
ocean of criticism? - Must his
errors be lecft unreproved, when
they even materially affect the in-
terest of the truth? How long is
tenderness to restrain us? How
far is the grave, at -Mr. Jones’s ap~
peal to which I was sensibly afe
fected, a fortress in which impor-
tant mistakes are to find sheltee?
I can say truly, that if I could
have given my opinion with one
grain of severity less than I -have
employed, if I have employed
any, without shewing the truth a
less strenuous countenance than:I
thought its importance deserved,
I would gladly have so done. In
the miean time, I observe that
mercy 1s demanded with little

.grace for Mr. Wakefield, who

never shewed any, and would, pro~
bably have disdained to accept it ;
and especially when demanded by
Mr. Jones, who, I believe, will be
allowed, by those whu have pes
rused his interesting and very in«
genious works, and even his at-
tack on Griesbach, in his answer
to my paper, to have handled the
dcad and the living with no great
portion of placidity and favopr.

But these personal concerns are
of little moment. The subject
in discussionis of too great weight
to afford them room. I will, there-
fore, proceed, without further de-
lay, to show the fallacy of Mr.
Jones’s reasoning, as far as 1 am
concerned, and to offer the reas
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sons which prevent me from feeling
the least ¢ regrel on revising any
part of my article,” except as I
have already expressed, and ex-
cept so far as it was hastily com.
posed. |

The first observation. of Mr.
Jones that deserves consideration,
and, indeed, the only one which
affects me, is, that ** the best de-
Jence of Gilbert Wakefield’s criti-
cal talents will be a refutation of
Griesbach.” On this I might merely
clap a non sequitur. The incon-
sequence is apparent. Let 1t be
granted that Griesbach is refuted
by Mr. Jones, is that a proof of
Mr. Wakefield’s skill as a critic?
Tt was incumbent on Mr. Jones to
prove not merely that Mr, Wake-
field was right and Griesbach
‘wrong, but that the former hassup.-
ported his cause with skill. and
judgment, and by good arguments
refuted the laiter. This he has not
dttempted, and 1 admire his pru-
‘dence. For, the translation and
note, which gave rise to this dis-
"cussion, are dissipated for ever,
like the sand of the desart, and it
will be out of the power of Mr.
‘Jones to replace them, who ma
justly adopt the words of Eneas,
81 Perguma dextra dcjjendzpos.scnt
-etiam hac defensa fuissent. Primi-
“tivus is, therefore, safe fromn the

danger of the recoil of his own se- the willingness in the world to

“werity, it such he has used, what-
‘ever may become of Griesbach,
‘against whom he has undesignedly
drawn forth the repreliension of
~Mr. Jones. With me he is . no
‘“ oracle,” as itis groundlessly inti-
mated, and no admiration of him
s expressed ia my, paper, further
than by recommending a transla-
tion of“his very ablé note on this

texty whith Iy, dt ghis.time, more.

strenuously recommend, as the

.subject now Tiore imperiously re-

quires-it § ald in this' I expect to
be supported by even Mr. Jones.
Having now set Prititivus.in
safety, I might bid adieu to the
discussion, as the whole of Mr.
Jones’s paper, after the first para-
graph, 1s new matter, not zn the
record when I wrote, and scarcely
in any degree connected with Mr.
W.s defence. Indeed, the last
part of it is a decided condemna.
tion of his client’s (translation,
against which [ felt a principal
portion of dislike.  However,
being as ready to defend a person
when wrongly condemned, as I
am to reprave one that may de.
serve reproof, I will not shrink
from giving such aid to Griesbach
as I can legitimately lend him.
Though Mr. W. 15 now given up,
and I am in safety, yet I will volug-
teer in the cause of a dlstmgmshed
critic, though pot my™¢ oricle.”
Mr. Jones says, that “ the au-
thority of manuscripts is decidedly
in favour of the commodn text,”
that is of 7ov fedu, Tn, opposition to
TOU HUQIOU adOp”cec'l by Griesbach.
Here we are at issue, and I ventuye

y .to deny this position in unqual-

fied terms. Tou »vgiov is supported
by no less names than those pf
Wetstein, Michaelijs’ and Gries-
bach. Dr. Middleton, with @ll

have 7ov fsov retained, ackﬂgow-
ledges, in more than’ one p‘lace of
his bulky volume on thé Greek
article, that the readmg of this
text is doubtful. ' From Mr.
Jones’s statement of the ewdcnce
I appeal to the abstfact.gf itin
that work, and to’ Cﬁ'ésba&‘ﬂs
nate, wlnch 1. a Riodsly ey ik o
see glVén 10 ' the p‘u ‘lc,"m_ 3’0‘"
valu&blé ‘Repository

. Mr. Wakeﬁeld adoptmg the
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reading 7ov Ogou, could not bring
his nerves to ¢ndure_the abomina-
ble sound of the English phrase,
God’'s own blood s and escaped,
by chapntmg, on_his own part, a

swecter song, /Ais own son.—Mr.

Jones also feels with all the acite-

ness of G. W, the discord of the
sound, and has still sweetér notes,
by which he drowns the harsh
music of the orthodox: so sweet
are they that, while they prove, as
fully as I have done, Mr. Wake-
field’s want of skill in this art,
they almost persuade me to listen
to them. But it is sometimes wise
to deny attention to Syren songs,
for they may prove dangerous.—
Dr. Middleton, forced to be doubt.
ful, in which he differs from Mr,
Jones, has ears fitted for . any
sounds, "as it would appear; yet,
though not shocked at God’s own
blood, he, fhmkmg very. truly, that
the I‘ ther, the first person of
God, ﬁas not b]ooﬂl demurely finds
that ‘the second person of God, or,
as Be calls him, God the Son, had
some bl od that was actually. spilt
for mau i’nd and must be meant
by ¢ Gqu, could that reading stand.
In all my Tlife, Bar’l conceived
that even Tnmtana.ns allowed

that it was, the man "Christ Jesus

that shed his blood, . and that the
God Jesus Christ was not passble.
Atleast no more could, I supposed,
be predicpted of the second person
of God, than of thé first, as toshed.-
_dlpg blood ;xcep,t that a mystp,-
Tipus umon subswted between ‘the
@vuw and hum?‘q natpres of Jesus
hrist, by )vlg)
f‘ ‘Was given ‘to the blood of
[; an, on account of his rela-

"‘W‘ jo ;,BMU L the ge~

e

beg

an efﬁcaclbus‘

4,""“”“ 'nb-'_ . "
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thmg less can be meant, if this
text can prove the dwinity of
Christ, for he only that shed his
blood has any clgin to the title of
God, 7ov 680J,, this I could not
have divined, but by the assistance
of Dr. Mlddleton who is, indeed,

a Ductor Dubztantzum, for noa
thing stops him. He hies over
brook and over bray, with chival-
rous intrepidity, at least on such a
sub)ect and I doubt not of his
arriving at the end at whick e is
atming. Yet, Dr. Middleton must
be allowed an impartial reporter
of the state of this text, and [ must
leave to refer the reader to
him, at least for the present, and
till ‘Griesbach’s note shall appear
in your publication.

I must pause at this place, be-
cause I have too much to say tp
render it conveme:?euher to me to
send, or to you to insert, at present,
all the animadversions suggested by
almost every part of Mr. Jones’s

paper. When I trouble you
again, I shall speak first to the
Zthiopic. version, and to the
Arabic, which Mr.. Jones has

brought in as a witness, though
without extracting from it any
evidence. T shall a‘fterwards re-
mark on positions that appear to
me to be very temerarious; al-

.though I by no means intend to

give here a syllabus (of the con-

tents of the remainder of my com.

munication,. but merely to stimu-
late the curiosity of your readers.

- As Mr. Jones has not withholden
his name from your readers on
this occasion, Primitivus thinks it
right’ to ‘abandon thé disguise of
his angnature, by subscnbmg bgm-

s;}f
lc’ Yowﬁo &Qr cen ot

P CHARLES: me._
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POETRY ?fﬂ?f

FULOGY TO THE MEMORY OF THAT EXCELLENT MAN AND DISTIN.
GUISHED PHILANTHROPIST, THE LATE GRANVILLE snai’m, ESQ.
ADDRESSED TO A ERIEND.

\,%

Way mourns my friend, in sorrow’s deepest c}oom 5

Why heaves his bosom with such poignant. gnefi
That matchless merit sinks into the tomb2. ~

Painful to us the change, to him relief.

~ Shall worth like his into the grave descend,
oy Without the tribute of one parting lay ;
| Shall Sharp' so long of all mankind the friend,
- Unhonour’d leave us, for ‘che realms of d'ay I

No: every Virtue round thy bier shall weep,
And Britain’s sons partake a gen’ral swh ; o
The sable children of the western: deep, RPN

“Shall join in sorrow, with a w:do cry—-—- -

That lost for ever, is that holy ﬁame,, Y
Which nerv’d thy arm, and strung thy pow rful ‘tongue,
.t ey . X? igpeach Oppression’s ever guilty name,
- And plead the freeman’s rio S, L= thé'¢aptive’s'Wwrofig.:

- Thy Genius pierced first, the darksame night,

: ‘Where groaning Africa despa:rmg lay; e s
Her woes, unthought of; met Britannia’s sig"bf g-i} 2

God said, * Let Sharp exist,’? and a’llﬂ\ifés;“af,yﬁ A

Nor slept thy arm, through many a cnqﬂxct dl,— f,ﬂ
With pallid Avarice it long maintain “d,.
Till senates witnessed the consuming fire

Of Truth ; and lust and cruelty were _botb enf:'ﬁﬁm’d.

Nor Slavery shall escape thy deadly bloy. dc.
To Error’s reign a loud alarm s i

L ¥y ow

. l‘

ro

‘f", o ORTN 4
Freedom’s the right of ev’ry man below,

%“ ssu{ﬂ 2+ I
Conwiction. travels like tbe llgM 0 Qk‘ e w;' Peigie

In youth, thy anind enrich’d with }e mx}%’s pagey, -
--Truth for its guide, beney ence ils

Prov’d.Justice to 'be Law :* ngr ﬁg xs ra *e,”1 v N
:. v‘.' 14
Could intereept from thee the#gw?e1 b, of tam

o

ERRAS AN EEL T
t B 4y "1

* Allyding 1o the w‘«l\’f Somerset, th b r. Sha before
Lord Mansicld, in tlw Couxt ;f @p;' sfﬁnN? ””“” i ‘wf n» ?‘ o;::,::d’mc
ant degigiom,; th peTRens, ¢?té 0
bce’;nncs free ‘&&Bﬁ ?‘a ae

[ J ‘( %(.\qu ?5) 3 ,\ s
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Religion claim’d thee for her meekest son,
Instilled her precépts, and her doctrines pure,
Though affluent, taught thee ev’ry vice to shun, .
Thy wealth not on thyself bestow, but on the poor.

.".n., :.'l"w -~ ‘;_s
- ¢

: W’bat num ‘rous blessmgs, the distress’d thou’st givin; - ~- -~
What human woes have heen assuaged by thee ! 2
A recompence awaits thy soul in heav'n;
-And shines thy crown to all etermty !

Ye! whom t.he ‘world calls great mark well his end :
Heroes or statesmen ! can your deeds compare
With Sharp! so long of all mankind the friend ;
Or can you hope a bliss like bis to share ?

A bliss like his you'll share, if faithful found
Nobly pursuing the hlgh road he trod ;

Elijah’s mantle never reach’d the ground,
Caught by Elisha, from Elijah’s God.

Meek, venerable sage' a long farewell !
Some mqnumental stone thy deeds may bear :

There pensive Genius shall delight to dwell, E
And mmgle thh thy bonor’d dust, a tear. -

.

-----

R B S

ta

ELEGY FO" $HE§_MEMORY or 'rm-: LATE GOVERNOR DVNGAN,
~ OF BOMBAY.

SHALL’ laurel wreaths adorn the warrior’s brow,.
Andifvemﬂ Bards o’er sons of slaughter mourn,~—

And npt one grateful tear for Dancan flow—
NG cypresé wave to sbade his sacred urn ?

B ENZN

The 1abour’d monument may proudly rise,
And dubious fume from dark oblivion save,—
The scu]ptured stone attract the gazer’s eyes,
‘And ‘ghatch a short-lived triumph o’er the grave :

A noblet i_tnee_ﬂ s ‘due to Duncan’s name
Than braSs 6t inarble monuments impart:

The fanh.fppi'e?f*ord 6f his lasting fame . L
Shall‘loig he gl*aved on many & gratefal henrth-

Tb“"‘-\vvatchf'ul re—the unremitting geal—
The ;{ft ess hand that gold copld never stain—
mchnp was the public weal,

T at in diffusing bliss was ‘blest again :

“‘"—l “..,,
e St gt B D ey, Nhved A .

§ qusdz Was the ruler ; would you know the man2 -~ -«
Bxuszdc w ﬂ%ﬁ’ 'Be”ﬂﬂtes « 'trace the (anges’ sireamz. . -~ .

@, ,mg 'er the pikins ‘of fruitful Fndfmfan T ARy
% i ga‘f‘g slﬁfl thié * genivle’ Hirdéordt théee, | Lo
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~ Years yet to come shall witness as they roll

POCtryn

With pleasure sparklmg in their hymid eyes,
Fond parents mark a new.born'daughter smile ;

While grateful prayers aré wafted to the skies
For Duncan-—-honour to his native isle.

Go, hide your heads, ye spoilers of the world,
Whom Avarlce leads to India’s distant shore v

And 'you who bearing war’s red flag unfurl®d,
With ruthless bosoms bid his thunders roar!

Yet, should the passmns that 1mpel your way
Give cool reflection place within your breast,

Haply your feet some secret hour may stray
To that sad spot where Duncan’s ashes rest.

But pause;—ere ye approach the hallowed sod
Renounce and bapish every earthily care; =

For forms unseen have fix’d ‘their lone abode’’
And weeping virtues love to lmger there." -

When glides the pale moon o’er the mldmght sky,- |
Her mel]ow light reflected from the wave,

On Ddncan’s urn shall doye-eyed Pity szgh
And Mercy hover o’er her votary S gréve.

Some chieftain, anxious to discharge his trust,

(While generous ardour animates his soul) *

With reverence muse o’er Duncan’s sacred duSt.

And thou, blest shade, with kind bemgnant eye

Wilt mark him kneelipg at thy hallowed sbnne,w-v— |
Shalt hear his prayer approach thy native skyr—
“ A life as pure and fame as fix'd as thme" ?

Arbroatlz. o ) AL B

¢ With pleasurc sparkling in their humid Lcyc-i', &c.”

This stanza alludes to Governor Duncan’s being the first to move,
in putting a stop to the horrid practice of female infanticide among
certain casts of- Hindoos. The success that attended .bis laudable
efforts in the accomplishment of so beneficent an obj ect, he ever con-

templated as one of the happiest incidents of his llfe.

i

-'To feel our mv’rexgn rule,—-—-'ltf is to:know .
- .‘That our delights. Uint. other cheeks with Joy, Go.1 b
~ That our afflictians heave. anmhgr’s: breasty 1 3o

_ That other' eyes shed tears. for our d ?t&b&o!{)'f't U

<

FROM THE GERMAN OF SCHILEEBLv'
. LOVE. ’ o A
. ~——Q how transporting -
And sweet it is, within a lovely soul .

L3 AL
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¢ Still pleas’d: to praise, yet
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not afraid to bldme.—~Pori.

Art. 1. Answer fo the Charge
delivered by the Lord Bishop
of Lincoln, to the Clergy of that
Dziocese, at the Triennial Visis
tation, in the year 1812. By
the Rev. John Chetwode Eus-
‘tace. 4to. pp. 52. 2nd Edit.
Mawman. 1813,

Mr. Fustace is a Roman Cath-
olic clergyman, who has presented
himself most creditably before the
public, 1n his two volumes of
Travels in Italy: He is:a scholar, a
gentleman and, we scruple not
to say, as far as we can-. judge
of his spirit by the pamphlet before
us, an exemplary. Christian. We
wish the Bishop of Lincoln well
rid of such an antagonist.

Our objee‘t.,_,in\takipg notice of
Mr. Eustace’s Answer, 1s nct to
go into the Catholic Question, but
‘merely to-present the reader with
a few passages from the: fine pen of
this Catholic writer, as happy
signs of the times.

“ As long as the professiorn of any
particular opinion is'punéshed by any loss,
forfeiture . or d4jsability, they. who hold
‘hat opinion cannot §urel¥ be said to be

dSsession of perféct tolération. * Your
ship+ib aware that privations act as
fimes, and. thet, whether you. compel a
1ssenter to pay a cértain yum, for the
permission of exercising his worship, or
exclude him from lucrative offices, in
consequence of exercising thiat worship,
the result, with respect to his fortune, is
the same. That only js perfect to
which nothing can be added, and as
long as orie single penal law stamrds un-
repealed, so long téleration rémaing im-
Pfrff:ct." P-Qe v i A olee
. “ Whocv_efr b;:‘ljms in the gospelacta.
gainst his faith, sf-he } ie.ev
hair of his ncighimut's ﬁﬁcﬁ: Yo ol

debate. 2 1A rcigious
atc, Pe 11. '

}R‘.A%.

“ Your lordship, however, and every
man of observation is aware, that if any
British monarch should ever, hereafter,
conceive a secret design of undermining
the church, he will find, without ap-
plying to his,Catholic subjeets, a suffici-
ent number of Protestant ‘counsellors ¢a
aid and further his projects. Courts
have at all times abounded in flatterers 3
and be the monarch’s plans ever so ab-
surd or ever so mischievous, he will eas+
sily discover, if not among his ministers,
at least among his _friends, some faithful,
obsequious, servant, to carry them into
execution.” p.17. ‘

¢« The two Scotch rebellions were
the deeds of a powerful Protestant party,
arrayed in support of a royal exile, whom,
though a Catholic, they deemed their
lawful sovereign. They were not en-
lightened patriots, I admit; but they
were generous and loyal subjects, who
fought and died for a cause which they
held sacred; and I strongly suspect that
most sovereigns, those of the Brunswick
Jine not excepted, would prefer their
blind attachment to ouwr legal allegi-
ance.”” pp. 22, 23.

““ No animal will bear a yoke that
galls; he will kick and toss his head, till
he shakes it off, or he will turn against
the hand that imposes it. Englishmen
and Irishmen form, I presume, no ex-
ception to this general rule.” p. 26.

: “ it is very immaterial to the
believer, whether a church Ze infallible,.
or act asif it were infallible. kat is
the difference, we may ask with Steele,
between. @ church that never can, and, .o
church that never daes, err # . Submission
is equally the consequence in both cases.
The Dissenter will smile at the distinc-
tion, ' .my lord.
« Ambigitur quid enim !

Brundusium Numici melius via ducat

an Appi 2’ p. 41.

« Catbolics, my Lord, Delieve that
your doctrines are heretical; you swear

‘that Catholic: doctrifies’ Are idolatrous.”

& Afger, alb, my. lor with all

DI I 3 . 47‘
V8 A . d“--faith, . .
its bagh prerogatives, is yet .subservnént
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to Charity ; and we transgress, instead
of fulﬁlhng the duties of a Christiao, if,

in defending the interests of the former,
we violate th: morte important duties of
the latter.” p. 51.

The remarks on the memorable
decree of the fourth Council of
Lateran, (pp. 41—43) are well
entitled to attention: Mr. Eus.
tace is less convincing in his at-
tempt (pp. 46, 47) to shew that
the Catholic church is not illi-
beral in her sentence on heretics,
since she holds heresy to be not
error merely, but obstinate error.
Alas! He that differs in opinion
from me is in error, and he that
will not’ yield his opinion to mine,
when summoned so to do, is ob.
stinate.

Arv. 1l Reﬁectwus on Materi-
alism, Immaterialism, the Sleep
of the Soul, an Intermediate
State, and tlzc Resurrection. of
the Bedy. Being an attempt
‘to prove that the Resurrection

- commences at Death. By John
Platts. 8vo. pp. 40. Sherwood
- and Co.

The hypothesus of the resurrec-
tion being successive and immedi.
‘ately consequent upon death, was,
we believe, first maintained in this
~country by Dr. Caleb IFleming, in

his ¢¢ Survey of the Search after.

- Souls,” an 8vo. volume, published
in the yéar 17 58.
to prove’ * the same hypothesis, was
made in an Essay in the ¢ Theo-
logical Repository,”” cdited by
Dr. Priestley, (vol. ii. p. 350—
399,) to which there is the signa-
ture of Philander.® And there is

o, In thc rq.vu:wcr scopy of the Theolog
Moq, is the f llowm MS. note to the
agure of dc;r, in the Table of
n m,—-—-“ ns curidds piece on the

‘wiss comnunricated by a

‘¢ An attempt -

rued. .

Revsew.— Platis on Materialism.

an able and learned defence of ihe
same scheme, m the late Rev,
Newcome Cappe’s ¢¢ Critical Re-
marks,’”” Dissertation On the Fu.
ture Life of Man, vol.11. p. 271 —
380. The subject was brought into
discussion i1n our Sixth Volume,
by the present author, whose let.
ters in the Monthly Repository,
[vi. 407, 454, JQS] are indeed
the basis of his pamphlet.

Mr. Platts argues the point- ia
hand phlloecrphxcally and scriptu.
rally. We suspect that philoso.
phlcal materialists will not allow
that he has correctly stated their
proposition and -arguments, and
scriptural materialists have texts
and expositions of texts which he
has not noticed.

In a note,. (p. 16,) Mr. Plats
wonders at some theologians, not
mentioned, but we apprebend that
his admiration-arises from his mis-
taking their notton. Na one sure.
ly could have seriously maintained
that our Lord’s reply to the male.
facter on the cross, intended -only,
that he should that day be buried
in a garden; but there is some rea-
son for supposing that. it signified
no more than that the sufferer
should be in the place and stateof
the nghteous dead. *¢ - Paradisus—
apud Jud®os vocatur locus ame-
nus, qui recipit animas piorum
mortuorum, ibi mansuras, donec
iterum corporibus, jungantury qul
locus Graecis. camporum Klyswo-
rum nomine venit (Jascpi. de B.J.
1. 8. 5.) quae fuit Josephi ¢t
Phariszorum sententia.”” .Rosen-
mulleri (D. 1. G ) Scholia ia Luc¢.

—__

-gentleman of the: North of lrcland; to

Archdeacon Blackbume,. from whpm
ap answer to it was, xpcc the
Theologicaf’ R oﬁfﬁry Had Been conu

rithly E'vieﬁ*fdl‘ May, Y779
Corrcspbndencez Mo sy &
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xxiii. 43: © When- Mr. :Platts says
Rapadeiovs (Paradise) ¢ never
means a garden in-the New Testa.
ment;” » hei‘must have ovverlooked
Rev. ii. 7, one'of the three only
placés in which the word occurs.
. But although we do not feel the
for¢eof alt Mr: Platts’s arguments,
we ¢an honestly recommend his
pamphlet to such as wish to catch
every gleam of light on the awful
and mysterious subject of future
existence. . S

Axr:111. Brief Remarks on the
+State of :Man, and his Redemp-
Lo by Fesus  Christ. By
< @eorge: Stacey; 8vo. pp. 29.
i Phillrps; 218180 o .
This little tract - exhibits; we
btliévej i@ faif specimven .of the
theology Jof i the vréhodor Quakers.
Flie sauthoriyeasons well: against
original sin,!butnaintains the de.
pravityof: the -human:mind, and
its-conséquent: wifitness “ to judge
ofire hizhr mysteries ofthe Trinity,
atid- 18 Windred doctrines. Reason
beigg’set. avide; awhat is the judge?
Hear Friend:8racey: . ¢¢ faith, or
Sedling,: gives to the submissive
mindy, evidence of the union of
Father,” Son- and Holy . Spirit !’
(ppsi«17,7<18.)  Fhis- gnod friend
puesit-forwand: as-an-argument for
the:Diyinity, of Christ, that ** the
rerand the Son ure-ahke desig-
WRegnilagher? | (po.10):.. John the
Baprist 8o depominated - by our
Lo ;»#< Acburnjng: and: a shining
lights!arid, :therefgre,. by ‘Friend
Swey!s Iagidy-aimight ‘be proved

thaslthesBaprist is, at least, equal

0 God 1the Fathera ...

: Owgol theimysiic circle:of sys.

E};ﬁlg lgmfﬁ d°Btacéy- writew intelli-

Reomapyg

tel.l(:es. of his own,2w v waniys
-VOL. VIII, 3z

30%. ¢ ¥, SRS RS
mﬁé&m ?m ‘ fimozébgftﬂ sene-
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¢ Christianity gives ‘no. count¢nance
to intellectual supineness. . It cally ahke
for the surrender of the will, and the
dedication and exercise of the facultiess
nor are we less accountable for declising
the improvement of the talents com-
mitted to our care, than for their mis-
application.” p. 28.. |

ArT. 1V. Belsham’s Memotrs of

the Rev. Theophilus  Lindsey,

M. 4. &c- : |
(Continued from p. 342.)

Mr. Lindsey’s ‘¢ Apology’’ was
attacked by Mr. Burgh, of York,
Mr. Bingham, of Dorsetshire, and
Dr. Randolph, of Oxford, and in
1776, the author stood forward 1y
its defence, in his ¢¢ S8equel,” thg
most elaborate of all his publica-
tions, and that, perhaps, which
has best served the cause of Uni-
tarianism. The works of :Bargh
and Randolph were answeréd also
by Mr. Temple, a ¢lergymair: o
Richmond, in Yorkshire, whonot
agreeing, however, with-Mr. Lihd-
sey, in his interprctation -of the
proem to John’s Gospel, and on
the subject of religious addresses
to Jesus Christ, published his ob-
jections, in two pamphlets, which’
gave rise, in the year 1779, to
Mr. Lindsey’s ¢¢ Two Dissertas
tions,” intended to prove that the
Logos is hot Christ,-but the word,
wisdom and power of Gud, and*
that religious worship is not due
to Christ, but te God only. . To
this work there is a postscript.by
Dr. Jebb, declaring his assenl }-fq
the arguments of his friend, the
author. . .

The chapel in Essex Street was
erected in’ 1778, and opeaed
March 29th, of that ycar, when
Mr. Lindsey delivered a» Discodtse
upon the Unity'bf God, ?d?b,efw;e
zituality of Pavine Wors E-.u&?? K,

| )‘i
Avith the Prayers beéfore: R
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the Sermon, was immedidtcly
published. Amongst other contri-
buters to the new building, Mr.
Belsham has recorded the name of
Mpr. Tayleur, of Shrewsbury, who
subscribed for this purpose 500..
in the 3 per cent. stock. Of this
zealous and liberal friend to truth,
an interesting account is sub.-
joined. (pp. 139—141.)

Rightly considering himself as
¢ set for the defence of the gospel,’
Mr. Lindsey published, in 1781,
hjs ¢¢ Catechist,” a small tract, in
the form of a dialogue, on the
Uunity and sole worship of God.
The title was 1li chosen, and the
work did not come to a second
edition, until adopted 1nto the
Catalogue of the London Unita.
rian Book Society. It was writ.
ten, however, with more than Mr,
Lindsey’s usual spirit. The bio-
grapher has extracted a passage
(p- 153, 154), apparently with
approbation, which seems even
acrimonious, and which we know
has given serious offence to many
candid and 1squiring Trimtarians ;
the passage alludcd to, 1s that in
which the believers in two natures
1 Christ, are described as persons
not to be reasoned with, but to be
“¢ pitied, as being undcer a debility
of mind in this repect, however
sensible and rational 1n all others,”
Is not this in the worst spirit of
reputed orthodoxy ?

The Catechist is the only work
of Mr. Lindsey’s which 1s not in
the' 8vo. form. It is worthy of
the inquiry of the Book Society,
whether it would not be useful to
reprint it 1n this size, to enable his
numelous 1eaders to possess a
uniform set of his works ? ‘This
is the more deserving of attention,
as the Tract is now scarce. ;'
. I is,.a singular proof of Mr.
Lindsey’s disinterested zeal on be-
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half of true religion, that although
he was by no means richy and the
income from his chapel was not
large, he entertzined and expressed
an carly wish for an assistant in
the ministry.- He first thought to
unite Dr. Jebb with himself in his
pastoral duties, but the Dr. chose
the profession of medicine. Over.
tures to the same purpose were
made to other seceding cler.
gymen, without effect. At length,
in the year 1782, Dr, Disney, the
rector of Panton and vicar of
Swinderby, Lincolnshire, resigned
his livings on the ground of Uni.
tarianism, (Sce ‘¢ Reasotis for re.
signing,”” &c.) and -became the
associate of the minister of Essex
Street,—a connection the more
agreeable to both, as they were
friends and relations, Dr. Disney
having married the daughter ‘of
Archdeacon Blackbarne.  Fhe
two eminent confessors of Unita.
rianisin  continued happily and
honourably connected, until Mr.
Lindsey’s resignation of the pas-
toral office in 1793 5. from that
time to the year 1805y Dr. Dis-
ney was the sole pastor of the
congregation. |

His obtaining an assistant In
the ministry set Mr. Lindsey. more
at liberty for defending and pro-
moting Christian truth, by means
of the press 3 and an immedidte
fruit of his welleemployed leisure
was, his ¢¢ Historical View of the
State of the Unitarian Dctrine
dand Worship,” (published in1783,)
an 8vo. volume of considcrable in-
terest; but scarcely entitled to -be
considered, as pronocuhnced by {be
biographer, (p. 158) ““an elibo-
rate work.” It is a work of much
the same character as Archdea-
con Blackburre's « Historieal View
of the Controversy conterning the
Intérmediate State’?. ' We héve
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tpp: 168, 164) a letter,from Dr.
Luw, the:late- Bishop of Carlisle,

to- Mr. Liudsey, in acknowled g-
snent of the receipt of this volume,

in which he desires Mr. L. to ac-
cept.in neturn a .new Cumberland
edition of his ¢¢ T'heory purged
of some Antient Prejudices rela-
tive to Pre-existence, &c.”

‘Mr. Lindsey took an active part
in the institution and the proceed.-
ings of a Society, which is known
to the theological world, by its
iwo volumes of Contributions to
Biblical Criticism : the account
of - this useful association we shall
give in the words of Mr. Belsham :

* - ¢ In September 1783, a society was "

[Anstituted ¢ for promoting the knowledge
of the scriptures.” The meetings were
'held at Essex-house. Among the origi-
‘nal memibers of the society were Mr.
"Lmdsey, Dr. Disney, who accepted the

:office/of secreta. y, Dr. Jebb, Dr. Kippis, .

Prxgc, ,Dr. Calder, Mr Dod:on,
eg, in London ; ‘and in the
Mi' Taylear. of Shrewsbury,

.1

‘ touhtf

-~who generously remitted xoo!l. to the -
shtiety for immediate use, and entered .

,h;fns;:lf as a subscriber of five guineas
,annually 'Mf. Shore and Mr. Newton
‘ot NdftOn, Mr. Turner, Dr. Priestley,
r, Toulmin, Dr. Law, bishop of Car-
-lisey. and athers, in all abom. thirty or
orty members. The society limited its
object to the illustration of the scrip-
tures, and declined all tracts which
Wwere wholly contreversial, ar which
.were formal defences or confutaiions of
lﬁpﬁmﬁc, gloctrmes A very able sketch
%fv c spcxct *s plan was drawn up by
t. Jebb, in whxch he states and 1lhis-
drates What ‘he calls the analytic plan

.of ) jnterprétation. w&xoh the society

nl?mpoqqd <o,  pursye .and to recom.
mend, viz. aving selected a pas-
e of pture for ‘the purpose of

% Cl‘,l\

“ilr strah(j to" begin -with discussing

"*prcluhmarzy questions relating to the
nchﬁpn, 8;c These being settled,

%’t diciens jnterpreter is to procéed,
s¢t 1.hg thé text ; By a comgparison’ of

iodious’ réhqmg; ; by accurate transla.

Rﬁ}m ‘dvbision angd ?ﬂh;tuﬁﬂpd By a
hms wgﬂls-dtgqstﬁ;d somme tﬂry
h\{olq 1¢é: land Xy pldnatp

qmlﬁ by agd ‘g dq;}xinal and moral
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counclusions. This, which is unques=
tionably a most excellent plan of inter-

‘pretation, was laid' down as a general

rule, without meaning to require from
their correspondents a rigid conformity
to it, or to any other specific model; but
to admit any ecommunication which

-tended to the advancement of scriptural

knowledge.

¢¢ This society did not flourish in the
degree nor to the erten: of the deswes
and expectations of iis learned and be-
nevolent tounders. Its members were
never numerous, and they were very
sparing in their contributio: s : the plan
was too circumscribed, and interfered
too much with the Iarger, the wmwore
comprehensive, and more useful plan
of the Theological Repository, at that
time sresumed by Dr. Priestley : and after
languishing a few years, it was altoge-
ther given up. Not, however, without
bequeathing a valuablc legacy to the
theological student, consisting of two
volumes of Commenta:ies and Essays.
Among these are a curious dissertation
of Mr. Lindsey’s upon John xiv. 1—3;
and a gle ning of remarks on Mr. Tra-
vis's attempt to revive the exploded text
of 1.John v. 4. Atrapslat.on and notes,
by Mr. Dodson, on:the tweive first
chapters of Isaiah, and likewise upon
the titty--econd and nfty chird ch 'pters,
which were all afterwards re pubhshed
by that learmed writer in a complete
translation of th: whole book, with
notes. Another communication Wwas
added by Mr. Dodson in the second
volume, in the form ot a letter to Mr.
Evanson, in defence of his bypothesis
concerninz the spuriousness of the gos—
pels of Matthew, Mark, and Johne.
Also. two inestimablc dissertations of the
Rev. Robert Tyrwhitt, one upon the
¢ Creation of all things by Jesus Churist,’

~and the other upon the ¢ Resurrection

of the Dead through the Man Jesus
Christ.” The= bulk ot thesecoud volume
18 made up of remarks, many of them
very ingenious, upon select passagés in
the Old Testament, by the late Rev.
Henry More, ot Luskiard in Cornwall.”

The late Mr. Robinson’s well
known <¢ Plea for the Divinity
of our Lord Jesus Christ,”” in
which the arguments of Mr. Lind-
sey s former pubhcatmns .are at-
tacked, ‘made its appearance an

17,76, aud, conu‘depng .the Gap-
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dour of the writer, the shewiness
of his mode of reaSoning, the
popularity of his tract, and his
great respuoctability, it may eX-
‘cite our surprize that Mr. L.,
whose pen was inso many instalices
ready for controversy, should bave
-taken no notice of 1it, till after
many years. and that at last (1785)
ke shou]d hd»e published his ¢ Ex-
amination’” -of the Plea anony-
‘mously. No two writers could be
‘more unlike than the author of the
Plea and the author of the Exami-
.nation ; the one characterized by
-simplicity, almost childlike, and
by plain solid sense, the other by
wit and eloquence ; and 1t is pro-
bable that Mr. Robinson’s work
impressed Mr. Lindsey with sen-
timents very different from respect
for the man, and hence, it may be
concluded, sprung that ¢ bitter
and contemptuous spirit” of the
Examiner, of which Mr. R. not
‘wholly without reason complains.
But it is not wonderful that Mr.
L. should think-lightly of the ef-
fort of his antagonist, 'which was
not, we believe, entirely satisfac-
tory to Mr. Robinsen’s Trinita-
rian_friends, and which, after a
time, ceased to satisfy himself.
Into this ingenious and excellent
man’s last sentiments, which Mr.
Belsham endeavours to ascertain,
(pp- 191—186) we shall not en-
quire ; it is sufficiently plain from
the scene of his death, that, at
the close of bis life he was not re-
-mote in judgment and affcction
from the Unitarians.
- Impelled both by friendship
and religious zeal, Mr. Lindsey
came forward in 1786, in de-
fence of Dr. Priestley, whom
he saw persons, that were inca-
pable of answering his arguments,
treating with affected” contempt.
He entitled his defence ¢¢ Vin-

Review.— Belsham's

_Memoz’rc of Lendsey.

dicia Priestleianze, an Address to
the Students at-Oxford and Cam.
bridge,”” &c. and the piece was
well adapted by its kind spirit and
by its miscellaneous information,
to take hold of the ingenuous, in-
quisitive minds of youth. In this
work, however, so‘me'éxpréssions
escaped the author relating to Dr.
Price, which were inconsistent
with his usual candour :: Dr. Price
remonstrated with becoming spirit,
and Mr. Lindsey apologized with
Christian meekness and frankness;
the letters that passed on this occa.
sion, (pp. 206—209) are highly
honourable to the character .of
these two eminent mens— And
Mr. Lindsey followed up his pri-
vate concessiohs by & pubhc re-
tractation of the ob)ecxxopable
words, in his ¢¢ Second ‘Address.”
This which was published in the
year 1790, ¢ -related 'to. Jesus
Christ, and the Origin of lhe great
Errors concerning bim;* whlch
are traced up to Justin Martyr,
‘¢ the first person who 'dscribed
divinity ta Christ.” Here appeared
first, the ‘¢ Catalogue -of  False
Readings and- Mistranslations,”
afterwards republished in a sepa-
rate pamphler. .

Mr., Belsham’s analysns of the
¢ Second Address,” is intérspersed
with some " curious ‘information
concerning Dr. Waitts’s last reli-
gious opinions ; as this part.of the
Memoirs hasﬂgwen birth to a: pam-
phlet, by Mr. Palmer,* ‘we shall
extract the whole.—

“ In the First Part of dm Sccand
Address to the Youth, of thetwo Uni-
versities, Mr. Lindsey introduces.somnt
curious and affecting passages, from Dr.
Watts’s *¢ Solemn Address to tbc great
and ever-blessed God, on. a. review of
what he had wr;ttcn in the Trinitasian
Controvers . is, pell, kneynthat
this lcamcl and p1 us wntcr (who paid
SRR

'Y

# ¢ Dr, Watts no Socipian.™
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‘wepy ‘gréat atteption to this imﬁortant
gquestion;) in the latter part of his life
_receded veryifar from those mystical
opinions concern:ng the doctrineof the
< ‘Frinity, and particulariy the person of
Christ;' which he held in his youth.
His well known volume of Hy:rns and
_Spiritual Songs, so much used in Cal-
“vinistic comgregat-ons, was publist.ed
wwhen he was very young, and contains
many expressions and many seniimeants
from which, though regarded by great
numbers- as the standard of Christian
verity, his judgment revolted in .ma-
turer years, and which he would glad'y
Have altered if he had been permitted
by the propiieters of the copyright,who
knew their own interest too well to ad-
‘mit the proposed improvenients. |
~ ¢ His sentiments concerning the person
-of Christ' were believed by many to ap-
‘proximate very nearly to those of the
old Socinians. But it is not certain that
Dr. Watts ever regarded himself as.a
‘Socinian, - |
-+ «Onthe contrary, there can be little
‘doubt that owing to early prejudice, he
.would to.the latest day of his life have
started from the imputationr with hor-
ror. How nearly soever his opinions
‘might r¢ally approach to the Socinian
scheme, possibly hé himself apprehended
thathestill keptiat an inaccessible distance
-from them, (i) by contending for a mys-
‘tical personal union by which a true and
Pproper deity was communicated to the
buman ‘natwre of Christ: Absurd as this
supposition is in itself, and as it must
be viewed by all unprejudiced minds, it
did ‘not appear in that light to Dr.
Watts, nor to many others who, influ.
enced by his authority, have since em-
braced the same strange hypothesis. He
and they: were serious believers in this
modern notion, and have thought that
they have discovered in it a salvo for
their:falling orthodoxy. And they
havp_f,ng doubt as good a right as others
{o retain and to defend their own sys.
teni. Dr. Watts’s |atest opinions con-
terning the Trinity are supposed to have
‘Been‘comdined in some papers prepared
the- press, which were left to the
Yiseretion - of Dr. Jennings and Dr.
Deoddridgeé,'and which weie committed
W-the flames; (very much as the author
of this-Mefhoir has been credibly in-
f"l'l_l\cd; against the judgment and incli-
Wation of the fatter,) probably becausc it
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was suspected that they would give of-
fence to the zea'ots of orthodo .y. Atany
te, Dr. Watts’s lastsentiments concern-

‘ing the person of Christ cannot, perhaps,.

now, be ahsolutely ascertai:ed:; but
the feelings of his humhle, pious and
inquisitive mind are beuutifully exhibit-
ed in that devout Address to the chz,
from which Mr. Lindsey has made
some copious exiracts, of which the
following are an interest ng specimen :

¢¢ « Hadst :hou informed me gracious
Father, in any place of thy wo:d, that
this d:vine doctrine is not to be under-
stood by men. and yet they were-re-
quired to believe it, 1 wonld have sub-
ducd all my curiosity to faith. But I
cannot find thou hast any where foibid
me to understand it. or make these in-
quiries. I have, therefore, been long
searching into th.s d vine doctrine, that
I may pay thee due honour with under-
standing. Surely I ought to know the
God whom I worship, whether he be
one pure and: simple being, or whe-
ther thou art a threefold deity, consist-
ing of the Father, the Som, and the
Holy Spirit.”’ . .

¢« <« Thou hast called the poor and the
ignorant, the mean and foolish things of
this world, to the knowledge of thysé]lf
and thy Son. But how can such weak
creaturcs ever take in so strange, so
difficult, and so abstruse a doctrine as
this, in the evplication and defence
whereof, maltitudes of men, even men
of learuing and piety, have lost them-
selves in infinite subtilties of disputes
and endless mazes of darkness ? And
can this strange and perplexing notion
of three real persons gowng to make up
oene true God be so necessary and so im-
portant a part of that Christian doctrine
which, in the Old Testament and the
New, is represented as so plain and easy
even to the meanest understandings ?* >'®

* See Mr. Lindsey’s Second Address,
p- 5 6. The extracts aie taken from
a work published in 1785, entitled
“ The Lite of the Rev. lsaac Watts,
D.D by Samuel Johnsun, LL.D. with
N.tes, containing Animadversions and
Additions.’”

The following extract from a- letter
written by the late Reverend and learn-
ed Samuel Merivale, of E.eter, to Dr.
Priestley at Leeds, exhibits the most
authentic account of Dr. Watts’s lagt
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sentimients concerning the Person of
Christ ; froma which 1t appears th-t, 1n
Dr. Lardner’s e¢stimation, Dr. Watts
became in the strict and proper sense, of
the word an Unitarian.

"~ ¢ ¢« What I mentigned to Mr. Aikin,’
(the late Rev, l'r. Aikin, Professor of
Divinity at Warrington,) ¢ concer. ing
Dr. Watts, I had tho-n Dr Lardner,
who told it me as a thing kno«n to few,
though without enjoining me . secrecy.
Having mentioned in the cou:se of my
correspandence w.th the latier the dif-
ficuliy of fixaing my sentiments wigh
regard to the person of Christ, thoygh
I had formerly thought the doctrine of
his pre-existepce sufficiently proved by
r.LClarke, Dr. Watts, and others,
he replies, ¢ I think Dv. Watls never
was an Ariauv, to his-hongur be itspok-
en. When-he first wrote ofthe Tri.ity,
1 xeckoned (reckan) he bglieved three
£qual divine persons. - Butin the latter
Ppart of - his life, fur several years he-
fore hjs death, and befare be was
seized with an imbecility.of his facnl-
tigs, he was an Uritarian. How he
came to be sqQ I cannot certa.nly say,
but;Jl.think it was the resylt of his own
.meditations on the Scriptures. e
.was very desivous to promote that
-apipipn, and wrote a great deal upaon
.the suhject. But his papers fell ingo
-good hands, (meaning Mr. Neal's,)
and they did not think them fit for
publication. I also saw
.they{[_l-,, 2 .

.45 ¢ As there segmed some ampiguity in
theword ¥/nitarian, thoughlknew very

ell in how. strict a sense the Jlactor

.generally uged it, and beingaware that

dr. Watts in his later publications

.qQuite gave up the notion of a thuee-
fald Deity, though he contended ,ear-
mestly far the pre-existence of Christ’s
human soul, ariginally possessed of
powers super-angelical, on which how-

ever he is silent in his Solemn Address.

.40 the Deuty, printed in the quarfo
6fition of his works, I begged leave Lo

de infomped, .whether in -his nnpub-

-lished.papers bhe had appeared.tothave

given mp. that point ;. in.apswer 1o
which Dr. Lardner wrote :

some of

Mempirs of -Lindsey. -

“ ¢ 1 guestign whether you have
any where in print Dr. Watts’s last
Thoughts upon the  Trinity. They
were known to very few. My nephew
Neal, an undesstapding gentleman,
was jntimate with Dr. Watts, angd
often ‘with the family where he lived.
Sometimes in an evening when they
were alone, he would.talk to his friends
in the family of his new theughts con.
cerning the person of .Christ, and their
great imporfance : and that, if he
should be able to recommend.them to
the world,. it;would be the most con-
siderable thing that ever he perform-
ed. My nephew, therefore, came to
ame and told .me : of ity and kh@t . the
famly was greatly . eunecerned to bear
him talk so much ¢f the importance of
these seutiments. .1 told jmy nephew
that Dr. Watts was in the right in
saying -they sere .umportant, but I
was of opinien that, he was umpable to
recommend them -to the. public, he-
cause he had mever been used to a
proper way of regsening om sueh a
subject. So it ;proved.. My nephéw
being execytor, had 4he .papers; and
showed me some of them. . Dr. Waits
had written a good deal, hut they
were uot fit jto be published. DRr.
- WATTS'S LAST THOUGHTES .WERE
COMPLETELY U NITARIAN,® -
€¢ One ¢annat::help resftetting\that
~such should have heen the judgment
of Dr. Laidner,.ans such the decisign
of the execntors with respeet to the
punblication of Dr, ¥atts’s last essays
‘upon a subject om which he bad
-thought and written so much. The
Jndgment eof Dr. BPoddridge, one of
the trustees for Dr.§gWatts’s papers,
himsgelf a professed {Icinitavian, but a
lover of truth and a friend to .inguiry,
was, asd bave mentioned  above, very
different, and, as many .think, morc
correct. \How interesting-and instruct-
ive wogldiit have bgen to dhave traced
sthemind .of .this greatand good :man
through the various steps of his pro-
gress from jthe darkest.shades of error
to :the clear:light of rational and evan-
.gelicaL.truth ' pp. 216~2%1.,

[ To le coptinued.]’
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Op’c’yiz’izg"igf a Placé for Unitarian
Worship, at O:dhain.

On Sunday, May 23rd, a large
ahd convenient foom was opened for
Unitar:an worship, dat Oldham, néar
Manchester + Two excelle..t s-rmons
were pfeached on the orcasion, to a
congrégation of nearly <0. serio-'s and
attentive hearers, by Rev J. Brookes,
of Hide, in lieu of Rev. J. Grundy,
who, onn dccount of his late sickness,
was incapable of preaching. . The first,
in the morning from 1 John, iv. 8.; the
second in the afternoon, from Deut. vi.
4. They contaihed a strong and ani-
matetd defénce of the strict Unity dnd
placability of God. 1t will, no doubt,
be at once pleasing and encou:daging to
the Friends and subscribers of the Uni-
tariann. Fund, to be informed thdt Mr.
Wright's late visit into this ¢ounty, has
beén the immediate cause of the presént
flourishing appearanc¢e of Unitdrianism
in Oldham. 1t will be seen by his re-
port, that there have been 4 few Uni-
tafians for some tiiné, in this place, and
soon aftér his departure, they established
a reguldr weekly meeting for social wor-
ship; at one of th-ir own houses. They
were ‘sehsible, that unléss they could
ptocufe predching, they could never
rotise'thie attentiofi of their fellow towns-
men ; and a8 they wére unahle to pro-
cire the assistance of régular ministers,
three of their oWwn members agreed to
preath in turn: by so doing, aided by
the distribution of a few tracts, they
soon found their meetings so crowded,
as. to. render. it necessary to procure a
larger place to meetin ~ With the as-
sistance of several gentlemen, warm
friends to the cause, in and about Man-
chester; they:were ebabled to hire and
furniah their present room They are
likely 10 ne well supplied with preach-
g ;' thefr -meetings are condacted on
2 popuiar platr ; they have attiracted the
attention of thé town : they unite the
zeal of Methodises, to the information
and liberality of Unitarians :so that there
1816 dbubt bii¢ thae the knowlédge of
the Only True God will spréad rapidly
1 the g ace and its neighbourhood, and
edon oBrain a permanent establishment.

Note 23, | B. G

- -
-~

Anniversary Meeting of the Sous
thern Urittartan Society.

The ANNIVERSARY MEETING of
the SOUTHERN UNITARIAN SocI-
FTY, took place at BRIGHTON, on
We: nesday, June 3.th. It was very
well attended, by persons attached to
the cause from the neighbouring plaees,
as well as by many members resid:ng at
a distance The sermon.:n the morning
was preachcd by the Rev W.J. Fox, of
Chichester: on thé merits of which; as
it will be printed, it is unnecessary -here
to enlarge. The Rev. Mr. Morris, of
Lewis, in the evening, addressed the
congregation from ¢¢ Let the same mind
be in you which was in Christ Jesus.”

The members of the Socicty, with
other frirnds to the cause, dined to-
gether; after which, the Rev. Mr.
Bennett gave an interesting account of
the progress- of Unitariauism at Brigh-
ton. anad of the difficulties which its ad-
vocates had had to contend with, whieh,
¢ by a patient continuance in well do-
ing,”’ they had in a great measure over-
come. The company present appeared
gratified atthe recollection that there 1s
now at Brighton, a house of prayer, de-
voted to the one livisg and true God;
and hope pictured to them the bappy
era, when there, us in all the earth be-
side; Christian idolatry; to say nothing
of Pagan, would no more be known.

Among other appropriate toasts, the
health of Mr. Bennerct .and r. Vine,
who had so much contributed to fan the
flame of Unitarianism in Sussex, was
drank with applause, as was that of Wil-
liam Smith; Bsq. the Rev. Thomas Rees,
and the Rev. John Evans,—with an ex-
pressed hope tbat the formér would be
successful in hus efforts to ‘gain legal se-
curity for Unitarians, in the profession
of their sentiments, and that the two
latter will continue to preve themselves,
as of late they have pt:tﬁicly done, the
firm friends to religious liberty, and the
watchful guardians of the rights of Dis-
senters from the Established Charch.

Of the next place of meeting, which
was not definitively fixed, due notice
will be given. I F.
Newport Isle of Wéht,

Jaly ot 1813
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Warwickshire Unitarian Tract
S()ciety;

"The ANNUAL MrETING of the
UxiTaR1AY TRATTSOCI*TY, estab
lished in Birmin:ham, for Warwick-
shire and the neig*bouring counties,
was h: lden at Hinckley, in Leicester-
shire, on Wednesday, July 7:th. The
devotion-1se:vice in the morning, was
- conducied 1y the Rev. John Kentish ;
and the Rev. James Tayler d:livertd a
discourse, which was evidently heard
with great attention ard interest, from
Romans x. ii. ¢ For | bear them record,
that they have a zeal of God. but not
according to knowledge *”  The objects
of the sermon were, 1-t. to € plain what
is meant by a zeal of God; 2ndly, to
point out when that zeal may be uf
firmed to be not accordinz to knowledge 3
and sdly. to state the mctives to a zeal
of God, which is according to know-
ledge. Itis unnecessary ro enter at large
into the various arguments and illus-
trat ons employed under each of these
heads, because Mr. Tayler has kindly
consented to furnish the Society wich
a copy o! the discourse for publication,

Afrer the usual business of the Society
had been transacted, about forty gentle
men, members and friends of theSociety,
dined together. The follow:ng were
the princi: al sentiments given from the
chair —1 'The Udi‘arian Tract Society,
establish-d in Birm ngham, for War.
wickshire and the neighbouring coun.
ties. 2. The Uuitarian Book Societies
throughout the kingdom. 3. The Uni.
tarian Fund and Academy. 4. The
Manchester New College, removed to
York, its patrons, trustees, tutors and
students. Here the Rev. John Ken-
tish, in an ecloquent and inter. sting
speech, pointed out the claims of the
academical inst:tution at York, upon
the patronage of all who wish well 1o
the cause of Christian truth and virtue,
and coungratulated the company on the
great and increasing spread of Unitari-
anism-not only in Engl.nd, but in Scot-
land and America. ¢ Even Scotland,”
said Mr. Kentish, % has becn startled
at the sight of an Unitarian church
fising up in the bosom of her Calvinistic
astablishment; and the seeds which
were scatered by the storm of persecu-
gion, beyond the waves of the Atlantic,
already give the promise ot a rich and
abundant harvest.” 5. May no wea-
pons be employed in defence of truth,

but reason and argument. 6. The health
of William Smith, Esq M. P. and suc-
cess to his cfforts for abolishin: the
penal laws against Anti-trinitarians —
7. Success to ¢very legal measure, for
the repeal of disabling statutes in mat-
ters of religion. ’

In th¢ evening, the Rev. George Ken-
rick, (the younges' son of that exemplary
and lamented Christian, the Rev [imo.
thy Kenrick, of Exeter,) conducted the
drvotional se vice; and the Rev John
Kenti:h delivered an excellent discourse
from Ephesians ii. 8. ‘¢ By grace ye
are sav:d, through faith: and that not
of yourse'ves. it is the gi't of God.”—
The connection of the text was pointed
out : the strong and distinct terms in
which the apostle represents ti:e Chris-
tian scheme as origi: ating with God,
as flowi'.g from the riches of his mercy,
were particularly insisted on. It was
then proposed in the 1st place, to
explain the import of the words grace
and faith ; 2dly, to illu-tra'e and con-
firm the doctrine here stated by Puul;
and :dly, to recommend the temper
and ccnduct which a belief of this truth
ought in reason to procuce. ’

Ten Dissenting ministers were present
at the Meecting . the Rev. J Bull Bris-
tone, ot Hnckley, J. H. Bransby, of
Dudley, Timothy Davis, of Coventry,
Timothy (Cavis, of Oldbury, J. Grundy,
of Manchester. J Kenrick, of York, G.
Kenrick, of Che-terfield, J. Kentish, of
Birmingham, J. Owen, of Il.oughbo-
rough, and J Tayler, of Nottingham.

Since the last Aanual Meeting of this
Society, the list of its members bhas re-
ceived an addition of tw euty- four names.

J H.B.

—

General Association of the Unitae
rzans of Scotland.

The Unitarians of Scotland having
long and deeply felt the want of greater
union with each other, have lately €&
tablished Funds, in different parts of
Scotland, to support a General Annual
Association of all the Societies in that
division of the kingdom, which are
a(;’gr::led in thebelief of the strict Unity of

od.

On Wednesday, July 28th, 1813, was
held in Edinburgh, at the Skinners’ Hall
chapel, the first General Association
on this plan. 1t wasan important day.
It will prove, we trust an era in the

history of Unitagianism in Scotland.




I ntelligence.—General Association

The meeting was most auspicious, and
“if followed -up by the same ability, zeal,

and harmony, it must result in conse- .

" duences thé most happy to religion and
‘s0 society. :
" "Mr. G. Harris, of Maidstone, con-
ducted the devotional part of the service,
‘the Rev. T. S. Smith, the Unitdrian
minister of Edinburgh, delivered an ad-
dress, explaining the nature and objects
of the Institution, and the Rev. James
" Yates, of Glasgow,a sermon, explaining
the nature; manner and extent of gospel
salvation, from Acts »iii. 47, ¢ [ have
set thee for a light to the Gentiles, that
‘thou shouldest be for salvation to the
“ends of the earth ™
~ After the service, the address and ser-
mon were unanimously and earnestly
- requested to be printed ; and the follow-
ing resolutions, constituting the Society,
were unanimously agreed to.
Resolved, -
. Ist. That this Society be denominate
the Scotch Unitarian Association. ‘
.2nd. That the objects of this institu-
tion be, 1st, to promote and keep up
_an 1ntercourse and correspondence be-
tween the different Societies in Scot-
dand, which are united upon the com-
meon principles of the strict Unity of God,
and -of his universal love to his crea.
tures. 2nd, To support public worship,
by giving assistance to those Societies
df Unitarian Christians in Scetland, who
may be in need of it. 3d, To assist in
defraying the expences of Umitarian
missionaries in Scotland, and, ath, To
contribute to the illustration and estab-
. lishment of the doctrines and spirit of
Christianity, by the distribution of
tracts. : - S
3d. That while the members of this
Association disdain to shrink from the
avowal of whatever they believe to be
true, they will at all times endeavour
to banish prejudice by a spirit of can-
‘dour, and to destroy the effects of mis-
representation, by a character and con-
duct which shall be free from stain or
reproach. =~ ' :
_4th. That being stigmatized by the
title of Deists, they make their open and
~ Mmost solemn’ appeal to the writings of
~ the O}d and New Testaments, in sup-
. port of the great principles they avow
and maintain. Toe . T
, 5th, That with a view to carry into
Qf’ft’gt the ‘objects of the "Association, ds
specified’ Abdve, th differéent Funds, es-
«Sablished td ﬁf'épai‘fr the Assofiation, be
L .‘fo.LL.. v‘;f 10 mw un? IR
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requested to transmit to it a2 sum annu=

“ally, according to their respective resour-

ces, to be placed at the disposal of the
Assaociation. '

. 6th. That every member of any Fund
connected with the Association, shall be
cansidered a member of the Association,
and his presence at it shall entitle him
to vote,

7th  That each Fund be requested to
send three delegates to the General As-
sociation, one of whom may be a minis-
ter.

sth. That corresponding members be
appointed in evérv place, where there
are Unitarians, and that they be re-
quested to send an annual account of the
state and progress of Unitarianism in
their respective neighbourhoods, to the
Secretary of the Association, in order
that he may lay it before the General
Meeting. | |

g9th. That the management of the af-

. fairs of the Ipstitution, pe vested in

nine Directors, from whom shall be
chosen the Treasurer and Secretary.

10th. That the Committeé shall be
chosen annually from the place where
thée last Association was held.

11th. That the Committee for the
ensuing year, shall consist of the follow-
ing gentlemen, in Edinburgh :

James Fortune, Lamont Scotty, Willjam
Scott, David Moncur, Robert Cum-
ming, William Phillip, William M*‘Minn,
James Morison, Treasurer, T. S.Smith,
Secretary.

12th. That every question, which
shall come before the Association, shall
be determined by a majority of votes.

The following vote of thanks to that
able, indefatigable and successful advo-
cate of civil and religious liberty, Wil-
liam Smith, Esq. ML P. yas proposed,
and carried unanimously, and the Secree
tary ordered to communicate it in the
name of the Association. Resolved,
that this Meeting regard, with warm
sensations of gratitude, the exertions of
William Smith, Esq..M. P. to procure
therepeal of all those disgraceful statutes
in the codes of the United Kingdoms,
which affected the security and hanour
of the Unitarian body; rejoicing that
the approbation due to those exertions,
even if they lhad failed, as heightened by
the sentiment of ardent congratilation,
on account of their compicte success,
arid hoping that the increasing liberality
of the age, which had annihilated che

violent spirit ‘of epposiion 80 Jately in
B S T P

e g g
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£ull force against a similar measure, may
speedily effect.the total removal of all
legal restraints upon the free and inde-
.pendent exercise of tlte understanding
in'matters of religion.

At :his Mecting, Delegates were pre-
sent from Glasgow, Dundee, Paisley, &c.
and the following communications re-
specting the state and progress of Uni-
tarianism in Scotland, were received
from the undermentioned places. (The
passages within commas are extracts.)

At Glasgow :he church under the pas.
toral care of the Rev. J. Yates, whose
learning and talents are admired by all,
. and excelled by few, is in a very flou-
rishing condition. Mr. Yates has estab-
lished a course of monthly evening lec-
tures on the doctrine of the Unity of
God, which are very numerously and
. respectably attended. There is hardly

a.town in the world, we suppose, where
there is so much attention paid to con-
cerns of a religious nature, particularly
. at the present time ; and we look with
confidence to the happy results which
must flow from this state of the pub-
lic mind. The'attendants at the church
in Glasgow are seldom below, and gene-
rally exceed, four hundred. The society
has lately purchased a very handsome
organ, which addsmuch to the beauty of
the place.

At Port Glasgow, the cause of pure
unadulterated Christianity ¢¢is makin

progress slowly, but, I may confidently -

add, surely, and in a very little time its
progress will be conspicuous.”

- At Greenock ¢ there are hundreds of
this belief in secret confession, and I am
almost certain, if a place of meeting for
a2 Unitarian church were opened in
Greenock, though but once a month,
many members would be found to at-
tend, countenance and join in brother-
hood.”

At Paisley, the regular attendants are
between sixty and seventy. The friends
here are, in general, men of very con.
siderable talents, learning and respecta-
bility. Several members of the church
regularly preach to the society, and they
are occasionally assisted by one or two
of the English students from the Univer-
sity of Glasgow, and by a zealous friend,
» member of the Glasgow church.

At Dalry there are a few friends
who profess the principles of Unitari-

nistp apenly, and there are many who
‘“_}.}%Qy&n g;g;r,cﬂx-, It 18 not long since
tariafidmi was kndwa in this place,

and considering the time its progress
has been great. |

At Hamilton, many are convinced, but
are not at present inclined to avow their
sertiments, owing to the general odium
most unjustly attached to these views of
relicion. Mr. Campbell preached here
in his recent tour in Scotland, :nd gave
general satisfaction to those who heard
him. o

At Kilwinning, <¢ owing to the decease
of some of the most zealous friends of
the cause, and the removal of others
to distant places, there now remain not
more than three or four, who can be
said to be avowed Unitarians. Though
we are few in number, yet the cause of
Unitarianism is gaining ground by slow
degrees. Those of us who have avowed
these sentiments have been pretty active
in distributing and circulating tracts,
which have been more productive than
any other means.”

At Carluke, ‘¢ those who are decided
Unitarians are about twenty. Twice
that number may be termed Semi-Uni-
tarians, and a much greater number
are disposed to inquire, and willing to
hear. To preserve and improve this
spirit of inquiry, the missions should be
more frequent., A stated missionary
sermon, once 2 month, would be of. es-
sential service. Amengst us many:are
prevented from declaring their senti-
ments, lest they should be put out of
the synagogue, whilst no Unitarian as-
sylum is open for their reception. Inthis
and many other places, the fields are
whitening to the harvest, and we "ear-
nestly pray that more labourers might
be sent forth into it.”*

At Lanark, *since Mr. Lyons *fisst
preached here, a most wonrderful change
has taken place in the minds of men,
both inthe town and-its neighbourhood ;
but we are still far behind, and stand
in great need of information, and fof
this purpose I would recommend good
preachers. This is all that is necessary
here, amd I am certain that our num-
bers would soon increase.”’ o

At Falkirk, there have been for many
years, a few friends to the principles 0
Unitarianism, who are zealous and wil-
ling to adopt any measures that may b‘i
proposed for the good of the generd
‘cause. s

At Kirkcaldy, there are a few frien t
who regularly meet. Herc it was thlfc
the Almighty was pleased:to closg !
Jabours of the venerablé  Mr. Sirephor
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$hat indefatigable labourer in the Uni-
esfian cause. One of the brethren from
this place was prevented from attending
the associat:on, through ill health.

At Dundee the regular attendants are
about sixty ; and in consequence of the
spirited and zealous exertions of some
individuals in the society, whose names
it might be proper to mention, only that
they seek not honour from wen, ‘the
cause of uncorrepted christianity will
soon, we trust, make an extensive and
conspicuous appearance.

At Edinburgh, the cause under the

astorai care of the Rev. T. S Smith,
1s making a grand and rapid progress.
The number of regular attendants is
nearly two hundred. In consequence
of Mr. Smith having tegun a course
of evening lectures once a fortnight, on
the doctrine of universal restoration, the
chapel on these occasions is always filled.
The ertrance to the place, however, and
the place itself where the society at pre-
sent meets, 1is very uncomfortable,
% Many instances of the injury which
the want of a more respectable place,
has been to the Society, have come' to its
knowledge. To procure a better is, at
- present, impossible, unless the friends to
. freedom of inquiry in religion, will con-
tribute their aid. The members and
avowed friends of the society are, at
present, not very considerable in num-
ber, and their rank in life enables them
to: contribute but little. They have,
however, exerted themselves to the ut-
most of their power; and when they
consider how little is accomplished, and
how much remains to be done, they are
discouraged, indeed, but they do not de-
spair; they look with hope to England;

ey appeal with confidence to the en-
lightened and respectable friends of ra-
tional religion there, and are satisfied
that when their situation is distinctly
laid before them, they will chearfully
contribute their aid towards rendering
Unitarianism as respectable in the me-
tropolis. of Scotland, as it is in that of
England.”

There are several other places in
Scotland, where Unitarianism is secret-
ly believed and openly avowed.” But
owing to the shortness of the notice for
holding the Association, intelligence
could not be procured in time, from any
other places,. but we hope, at the nexyt
Wnaiversary,; which will be held at Glas-
3"'0: sometime in the month of May or

“ne, weisball be cnablcd to gwve par-

n lighteped’ sigport
capse ‘zﬂr%l%%?}%z%9?31@%&%“%-
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ticulars respecting the above and other
places not at present taken notice of,
still more satisfactory and encouraging.

We, however, congratulate all the
friends to the cause of pure Christianity
on this glorious meeting. It will tend
to unite us all, and to promote brotherly
love and union amongst each other.
Alone we can do but little, and in a-
long time ; united, we may accomplish
much and in a short period. T

After the business of the day, the
friends dined togcther at Ferguson's
Tavern, Mr. J. Morison, of Edinburgh,
in the chair. Thirty-eight gentlemen
sat down to dinner. ~

It would be gratifying (o us to give
some account of the speeches that were
delivered, but it would swell this ac-
count to too great a length ; suffice it to
say, they were truly characteristic of
the warmth and animation which the
glorious doctrines of uncorrupted Chris-
tianity are calculated to inspire. The
evening was passed in the greatest har-
mony, and the company broke up. at an
early hour, the old astonished to have
beheld such a meeting in Scotland, and
the young full of confident expectation
that this wag but the prelude to many
others still more numerous, respectabie

and happy.
G. H.

Western Unitarian Socz'et_y'.,‘

The Annual Meeting of this Society.
was held at the Baptist Meeting in
Taunton, on Wedunesday the 14th of .
July. The Rev. T. Howe delivered a
discourse, (from John xvii. 20, '21,)
which breathed the genuine spirit of
Christian piety and liberality, and,
while it obviated some of the scrip-
tural objections against Unitarianism,
exhibited the natural influence of that
system on the happiness and moral
worth of those who embrace it. The
Rev. Edmund Butcher, the Rev. Henry
Turner, of Bradford,in Yorkshire, and
the Rev. George Kenrick, of Chester-
field, conducted the other parts of the
service. The usual business of the
Society was afterwards trausacted in
the meeting.house;” and several new
members were admitted. The tHanks
of the Society were unfnimously voted
to Wm.'Smit‘l "Esq. M. P.%r hib uni.

form. and enli éht’e’{xcd" Stfpe the



ar]yﬁ_.fg'l'.' his exertions to obtain the
repeal, of the penal stafules against
Anti-Frinitarians’  publi¢ly - avowing
and defending their principles: and

the chairman (Richard Hall Clarke,

Esg. of Bridwell House) was requested
to communicate this resolution to him
iun, behalf of the Meeting. The Rev.
Dr. Toulmin gave yreat satisfactioun
to the Society by intimating his inten-
tion to prepare for the press a series
of ,Family Prayers, corresponding to
bhigr excellent Prayers for the Closet.
‘The thanks of the Suciety were given
to Wm, Manningford, Esq. of Bristol,
for his very able and active diecharge of
the othce of Secretary, (which it was
earnestly hoped he would long continue
tq undertake): and also to the Rev. John
Rowe, for his unremitted and important
exertions for the welfare of the Society.

"‘The business of the society being con-
cluded. between forty and fifty gentle-
men (principally members) dined toge.
ther ; when M. Blake, Esq. M. D. was
called to the «hair. The sentiments
which were afterwards pioposed, gave
an opportunity to Messrs. Howe, Buit-
cher and Rowe, Dr Toulmin and other
gentlemen, to address the meeting on
various subjects connected with the dif-
fusion of religious knowledge in general,
and of Unitarianism in particular. Mr.
Rowe gave an account of the progress
of the Society from jts commencement,
which presented great cause for thank-
fulness for the past and encouragement
for the future. Indeed, whatever may
be asserted by the adversaries of Uni-
tarianism, there is no reasonable grotnd
to doubt, that its grand principles (thé
proper Unity of God and the restriction
of worship to the Father,) are rapidly
gdining a2 firp and extensive footing
amony scripturalists of various denomi-

ations ; and we indulge the hope that
its delightful views of the character and
dispensations of the Geod of love and
mercy, and .f the real nature and value
of those glad tidings which our Saviour
brought fromr his God and Father, and
which he died to assure to us,~—in con-
pectign with its strict and comprehen=
sive grinciples of Christian duty, will,
under t.hc.fi'vmg blessing, Le abundantly
pfficacious in prumoting holiness in Heart
:n'd in life. When the health of the
Rev., T Howe was drunk, with * thdnks
t"'?;in} far. his' appropriate und excellent

iscotitse,)* he was strongly urged to
publish-ic, and respectfully ‘solicited to
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give with it some account of the mentat.
processes by which he had been led to.
embrace the doctrine of the proper or
simple humanity of Jesus Christ, m con.

nection with the essential pr:ncples

of Unitarianism. Dr, Carpenter took

occasion to call the attention of the

meeting to the infant societies asso-

ciating for Unitarian worship in Fal-
mouth’ and Flushing: He represented
them as affording- a very important

means of effectuaily distributing Unita-~ .
rian tracts in Cornwall,* where, though
Unitarianism is likely to meet with
great opposition, several circumstances,
(connected with the increasing spread
of religious knowledge and the sope-
rior intellectual character of a large
proportion of the Cornish people,) give
great room to hope, that all opposition
will be ineffectual, and that the seeds of
scriptural truth will, in a few ‘years,
produce an abundant harvest.+ He also
gave some account of the Rev. Mr.
Treleaven, who has lately lefc the Wes-
leyan Methodists at Falmouth, (being
led to a close examination of the New
‘Testaimnent by their persecution of Mr.
Philp and his friends,) dnd.is now gone
to preach at.Dorchiester, wherewe hope
the divine blessing will accompany his
labours in the great cause of Christian
truth and duty.—Towards the close of
the proceedings, before the evening ser-
vice, an affecting mtark of esteem. anc

respect was shewn to onec whe is eml”
nently deserving of them. - Advertingto
the wribute of respect which had just
been paid to the memory of Dr. Priest

ley, Mr. Lindsey, and Mr. Kenrick, Mr
Rowe expressed his desire not to beun-
mindful of the living; and at the close
of a brief address, which will be long re-
mermbered for its eloquence and pathos,
hé said, * If there be oneé present, who,
in périods of difficulty and trial, as well

~* At the suggestion of the worthy
Secretary of the.Il,ondop Unitarian So-
ciety, the Committee of that Society
some timg ago sent books to. the Flush-
ing Unitarians to the amount of five or
six Guineas. oo o R

+ We.may suggest to aur readess that
any Unitarian Tracts they can:sparc
may be -sent to Mr. Rhilp: al Fal.
faouth, (who regularly officiates at the
two places;).or to ' Mc. Prout -at Flush-
ing :" or if the are. sentto.the Rew Lo
Worsley..of - Plymouthy: ox .to LIF- ear-
penter, Exeter, they will be forwarded.
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2% it the houf:of prospérity, has mani-
fested the influence of "Christian prificis
pl-g,-—nf there be one présent whose
hoary head ts a crown of glory,~—1 am
p¢rsuaded that you will feel' great satis-
faction in joining in a testimony of affec-
tionate respect to him : I therefore pro-
pose thc health of the Rev Dr. Toul.
min.””. Thé minds of all‘present must
have been hénefited by the honour thus
paid to Christian worth The appeal
wasreceived with theliveliest sympathy :

every one rose up; and the hearts of-all
were affected. Only one could have a
single painful emotion at that rtime:

and when he rose to express bis thanks)
it was obvious that the feelings of the
moment were not unmixed. His words
were few, and those but partially heard ;

but the picture of the aged Christian

must be indelibly impressed upon the
merhory of every one then present. It
was indeed a most intéresting scere ;
and we hope for his forgiveness in en-

deavouring to convey somie faint idea of

it to absent friends.

" In the evening, Dr. Toulmin coriduct.
cd the devotional service, and Dr. Car-
pentcr ‘delivered a discourse trom 1 Pet
L. 8. © Whom not having'seen, yelove ;’
the object- of which was to prove, thiat
the love of Christ is a natural and red,
sonable affection. .

« Thus. the: whole of the day,” to
adopt. the close of another account,
“ was spent in cheerfulness and har-
mopy,—in the indulgence of the feeling's
of zeal and chanty 3 and, it 'is humbly
trusted, in sincere devotion and mutual
edifi ca’tion in Christian truth and virtue.”
—(Taunton Courier.)

- Aug. 21, 1813.

First Annual Mecting of the East-
- ermw Unsterian Book Socéety.

" Thé formition of a Book Society in
the Edstérn districe of the kingdom has
héen long winted, aid by the friends
f religiows truth long désired. Récent
cif¢iimstaiices have rendered it more
than éver desicable, gince, in addition
0 thg congTéga‘ﬁon at Norwith, ds-
éem ling at the O¢tigon, two other

Y.

Mp efies t e one undel the ministry
the Hev, Is. lyerri d the seneral
_pﬁbt dﬁuréh un er the Rév. H.
lnde}) oW ineet for the woiship -of
{ % . Inthefoith of M«u th
§¢ t & 66ié was foviied, and é6n
¢ $15t and Bad of Jaly the first an-

‘dined toge

‘Bishop

naalt - meeting ‘was' held at: Norwich.,
The first' sérvice was on Wednesday-
evening; at* the'Oetagon. Mr. Toms;
of Framlingham, delivered the ‘infre-
dactory prayeér and read the seriptures,
after which - Mr. Giiteh¥ist of Londen®
prayed:. Mr. Aspland-preached from» ¢+
Cor. x. 7. If any mian trust in himself*
that -he is Chbhrist’s, let hiny of himself
tirink this again, that, as he is:Christ’s;
even so are- we also Christ’s.” On‘
Thursday morning service way: pet+
formed at Mr. Peérry’s meeting: Mi
Scargill, of Bury St. Edmunds, deliveréd :
the introductory prayer aud'readithe-
seriptures, after which Mi; Tbms-
prayed; and Mr. Aspland preaclred
from 1 Timt. ii. 5. ¢ For there is- one-

- God, and one mediator between God:

and-m‘en; the nran Christ Jesus.,” Afy
ter service the business-of: the socie

was tranwsacted; Mr. Toms-n the chalr:
I:- L. Marsh; Esq. was chosen: T¥ea~--
surer, and the Rev. I. Perry and My
Edw. T Taylor, Secietaries: The comw

‘mittee for thie ensuing year was: ap-

pointed-and: the following among’ oth‘er
resolutions were pa«seé :

¢« Phiat the cordial tlianks of this
> Society be given to'ther Rev. Robere
Aspland for His-ready compliance witt
its wishes, and for the excelfent sep~
miions which he’has preaebied: and thiat
he be requested to print them at’ the
charge of the Society.

“ That the thanks of this Society be
given to the several other ministers
who are not membeirs of it for theii'
attendance and aswistance.

‘“« That the next anmual Meehng be
held at Yarmouth, and that the Rew.
T. Madge be iuvited to preach.”

The above request Mr. Aspland has
convplied with, and the sermouns wifl
shortly appear ’in print.

‘ The friends of the Society afterwards
ther at the Swan, to the
mramber of stxty-two, Mr. Joln Taylor
in thke chair.. The ministers preseént
were Messrs. Aspland and Gifehrist,
Wright of Wisbeach, Philpot of Saf-
fron Walden, Perry, Madge and Win-
der of Norwich, Toms of Framlingham,
Tréemlett of Haptun and Scargill of
Bury. The following toasts were given,
«The King—Civil and Religious Li-
berty all thre world over.—~The Eastern

Umtdriau Socisty —The ‘Rev. Robéit

Aspland.-—Mr. W. Smith.<-The . Lord
of the Divcese.—M¥r. WYE:“
and the -Unitarian Fund.—Mpg. 1-
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christ and the Unitarians of Scotland.
—~Catbolic Emancipation.—Prosperity
to the York Academy.—QOur Christian
Brethrea the General Baptists,

Many highly interesting speeches»
were made by diifergnt gentlemen pre-
sent, and the day past in Christian
fellowship and social harmony.

On the following Suanday Mr. Asp.
land and Mr. Gilchrist preached at the
three Unitarian cbhapels in Norwich.
The services were all well attended,
and the number of hearers increased
regularly., On the Sunday evening
nearly 1000 persons were present at
the Octagon.

Such was the first general meeting
of the Eastern Unitarian Society, and
the warm interest which it excited en-
courages the most pleasing expecta.
tions as to its eventual success. The
plans of the Society, as they are more
generally known, will be better under-
stood and their utility more widely
felt. Aside from the general feeling
which such a meeting must necessari-
ly excite, the public services on this
occasion derived some degree of inter-
est from circumstances of a local ma-
ture. From the pulpit at the Octagon
the doctrine of the Divine Unity was
first preached by Dr.John Taylor, and
the design and object of the present
Society warmly recommended by his
successor, Dr. Enfield. (See his Ser-
mon on the Progress of Religious
Knowledge.) The chapel in which
Mpr. Perry preaches was till lately oc-
cupied by the Wesleyan Methodists :
and that of the General Baptists, for-
merly part of a monastery of the White
Friars, was endowed by the celebrated
Thomas Grantham. It was highly
gratifying to see the mimnisters of these
different congregatious uniting with
sincere cordiality and zeal in the pro-
motion of the same great cause.

The words of Dr. Enfield, in the
sermon above referred to, have so direct
a reference to the views and intentions
of the present Society that they may
be properly used to close the account
of its proceedings. ‘¢ Let both minis.
ters and people heartily unite their
endeavours to restore the original pu-
rity and simplicity of the Christian
doctrine, and to rescue Christian wonr-
ship from every disgrace or incum-
brance, whicl priestcraft or fanaticism
has brought upon it: always remem-
bering that it ia more congistent with

the true spirit of Christianity, thegrea
author of which was, in the wost ve_
spectable sense of the word, a Re
FORMER, to be ever ready to eucou~
rage and promote improvements in re-
ligious opinions and practices, than te
be rigidly tenacious of ancient tenets
and forms, merely because they are
such : and that it is an honest, impar-
tial, and unprejudiced freedom of
thinking and discoursing upon all sube
Jects whatever, conducted with humi-
lity, decency and information, which
ought to distinguish the religion ofa
Christian from that of all the world
besides. ¥n tbis manner it is to be
hoped that the friends of truth, virtue,
and religion will unite to carry for-
wards the good work of reformation.
Nor shall it be doubted, that their
united efforts will produce the most
glorious and happy effects. Yes, 1
will foretell, (and may it" please the
great Lord of Nature to fulfil the pre-
diction) that the cloud which was once
¢ no bigger than a man’s hand,” shall
at length spread over the whole hea-
vens, and water every region of the
earth with the dews of beavenly wis-
dom ; that truth shall at last triamph
over error, charity over persecution,
and religion and virtue over profane-
ness and immorality ; that all the na-
tions of the world, subjected to the
laws of truth and righteousness, shall
become the spiritual kingdom of God ;
and that the whole earth shall be oune
holy temple consecrated unto the
Lord.”
h E.T.

Lincolnshire and Cambridgeshire
Unitarian Association.

Boston, August 9th, 1813
On Thursday, July 29th, the Asso-

. ciation of Unitarian Ministers and

Friends of the Counties of Lincoln and
Cambridge was held at Boston. The
Unitariat meeting-house being too
small for the number of persons assem-
bled, the Rev. W, Taylor, and the Ge-
neral Baptist congregation, permitted
their chapel to be used for the occasion.
Divine service commenced- at eleven
o'clock . in the morning, with reading
the scriptures, and with grayer, by the
Rev. Mr. Hawkes of Lincoln, after
which a sermon was preached by the
Rev. R. Aspland of Hackney, from
2 Cor. x. 7. in which he set forth the
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‘pringiples of Unitarianism, and exhort-
ed: his hearegs not only to pursue a spi-
rit of free inquiry, but also of liberality.
The preacher prefaced his discourse
~with a testimonisl of gratitude towards
the minister and congregation who had
so willingly lent their chapel on this
occasion; and observed that were such
instances of-liberality more frequent, it
would tend to wear down rhe rough
edges of the -differences bétween Chris-
tians, andiead them to thiuk of each
-other with mutual forbearance and good
-will. After service the fiiends of Uni-
-tarianism, of both sexes, to the number
of one hundred and ten, dined together
at the White Hart Inn ; Mr. Asplandin
.the Chair. After dinner, it was agreed to
engraft upon the association a Socicty
for the Promotion of Christiun Know-
-ledge-and the Practice of Virtue by the
* Distribution of Books: to be deunomi-
~nated the NorRTH EASTERN UNITA-
RIAN BOOK SOCIETY : several ani-
mated addfesses were delivered by the

Act of Parliament for the Relief
of Unttarians.
The Trinity Bill, as must be well
known to our readers, has at length
passed into a law. This important
Act received the Royal Assent, on
Wednesday, July 21, on which day
Unitarians became for the first time
freemen in their native land. .
We here give this Act; and below
we shall insert also the Bill that pagsed
the House of Commons, but was
thrown out on the ground of inform—
ality, in the House of Lords, and
likewise a brief account of the speeches
of the Archbishop of Canterbury and
the Bishop of Chester on the Third
Reading of the second and successful
Bill, iu the House of Lords.: The
Book Society and the Unitarian Fund
have held general meetings, and pub-
lished Resolutions on the occasion.
(See the Cover of the present No.)
These, with other public documents,

relating to this happy affair, we shall
hereafter bring into the body of our
work. The event gave rise to Thanks-
giving Sermouns at Essex Street, the
New Gravel Pit, Hackney, and other
places; Mr. Belsham’s Sermon is al-
ready befure the public. |

.chairman, Rev. Mr. Gilchrist, of Lon-
doni, Rev. Thos. Madge, of Norwich,
- Rev. R. Wright, Rev. Mr. Hawkes,
.&ke. &e. In the evening there was di-
yine service again at the General Bap-
.X1st. chapel, when an excellent sermon
;was preached by the Rev. Thos. Madge
from 1 Cor. 1. 5, latter part, on the
Peculiar advantages and consolations of
-the Unitarian view of Christianity.
-The Rey. R. Wright continued at Bos-
--ton,, '‘and preached at the Unitarian
- ¢hapel. on the Sunday following, and

An Act to relieve Persons who
impugn the Doctrine of the
Holy Trinity from certain Pe-
nalties.

the Rev. R. Aspland returned, and
‘Preached a discourse on Christian zeal,
from Rom. x. 2. on Tuesday evening,
. August 3rd, to a crowded congregation.
" In'the intervals large parties assembled
together, for conversation, inquiry and
improvement. On the whole, it was
. the most interesting and satisfactory
meeting of the kind ever held in these
_parts, and it is to {be hoped that it will
- make a lasting impression on the minds
of all who attended, and be a means of
- promoting. the great cause of truth,
righteousness, and charity. The minis-
“ter-of the place endeavoured to improve
- the_whole for the bencfit of his congre-

tion in a sermon on Sunday, August:

-8th, from 1 John i. 7. ‘¢ We have fel-
- lowship one with another,” p
vy . J. .

Whereas, in the nineteenth year
of his present Majesty an Act was
passed, intituled Ar Act for the
further Relief of Protestant Dis-
senting Ministers and Schoolmasa
ters ; and itis expedient to enact
as hercin after provided : be it
thercfore enacted by the King’s
most excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of
the Lords spiritnal and temporal,
and Commons, 1n this present
Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, that so
much of an Act passed in the
first year of the reign of King Wil-
liam and Queen -Mary,. intituled
An Act for' exempting lis Ma-
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- ties ¥mposed by law on .those who im=
pygn the doctrine o[ﬁt'ih_z_e'Hgl;g,(?fmﬂityl
? W.he'rﬂas; , .bx an Act, of(théﬁ'sé Xjﬁ;f
-¢ain Laws, as provides that that of King ‘\?Z;lllam and. Queen . Mary, in-
Act or any thing therein contained ed, e St for exempting their
‘Act or any thing there ' Majesties Brotestant Subjects dissenting
~should. not extzend, .or be constru- from the Church of England fiom. the
ed to extend to. give any ease, be- "g‘;‘;‘a!“es _of: certain . Laws,”. Persons
nefit or advantage to persons  de. cuying-in-. their . preaghing oy, writing

T rimi - - the dec¢trine of the Blessed: Trini
nyipbg the Trinity as therein men- are excluded from. .the. benefit, O?Lgé

, titoned, be and the same is hereby said,Act; and by an Act of, the ninth

- sepealed. ' and.tenth- of . King, William,. fysther
+ And be it further enacted, that"“ggc:izls‘{:e:ﬁ%:f:gn Sﬁ%ﬁedgare Z&a«cted
. A . - against all- Persons hawving, heen,.edugat-

ihe: provisions of anotner ACt Pass- ed.in or, having made prgo:fé_ssj?g Qf:"z}‘m

€d:in.the ninth and -tep;h years of Christian .seligion, . whe , by writing,
the reign- of King- W illiam, inti-- PFinting, teaching or advised speaking,
tuled An Act for the more effectual shall deny any .one of the Persons.of
o ressing Blasphemy and-Pro- the Holy. Trinity to. be Gop:

. Suppressing. asp & Lo And whereas in. the pineteenth year
faneness, so far as the same reiate.

Hesty’s - Protestant Subjects dis-
senting from the Church of En-
mland, fromthe Penalties of -cer-

: . of:. his presents Majesty, -an, Act .was

to persons denying as therein men- passed, intituled ¢*+ An Act:for the fur-
.-tioned," respecting the Holy Tri. 'ﬁ?".‘?ehcf gfsfro.;ccstante';Dissc;:ing
g inisters and Scheoolmasters :>’ where-
mt_y}be, and the same are hgreby by they are exempted from .the .. neces-
repealed. o . sity--of subscribing or, declaring, their

. ..And: whereas it is expedient to -approbation -of the..Axticles  of.the
repeal an Act, passed in the-Par. Shhumhh'og}ﬁng}aﬂd’ﬁgﬁ‘;tiwf%mg
) ) , . ‘ those which yelate to -the hiQhky - hgiadty;
1..“‘}}3‘““‘ Of Scot}zzmd 1'n t};e. first .and a declaration of their belief in the
Parliament of King Charles the Holy Scriptures, as. their- tate- of faith
Second, intituled 4An Act against:.and practice, is substituted in . lieu
- the' Crime of Blusphemy; and ‘thi;'e‘:{- b hetanding th
Tor At c . -And. whereas,  notwithstanding the
a.nothel Act, passeddlfl th}f I;iar said Act for their relief from. the said
llam.ent of SCOt.lan ,_m. t e. I.St subscription,-such: .persons;are still lia-
Parliament of King William, inti- ble to the grievous penaltiesof the. pinth
tuled An Act egainst Blasphemy ; .and tenth of King William, .if in their

. which. -Acts respectively ordain
the Punishment of death; be it

‘therefore enacted, that the said
..Acts and each of themn shall be,
and the same are and 1s hereby re.
pealed,

this Act shall be deemed and tak«
.en to be a public Acty. and shall
be judicially taken nouice of as
such-~ by . all judges, justices and
others, .. withput being. specially

pieaded.

. 4% Bill [ as avdended by» the. Committee]
- miogrant fusther Relgef. to Persons dif-

» f‘énpg. wn @pinion from the Church

,{ﬁlaﬂdg ﬁnt}l ffg]ﬁ)gct'}? certain Penal much o

of advantage granted’

writing, printing, teaching or advised

. speaking,'thgy interpret the Holy Scrip~

tures inconsistently. with the, gaid doc~
trines of the Holy 'i ripity, as laid down
in the said Articles; whereby the benefit
of toleration is taken from the said.per=
sons,-and the ‘. fusther relicf” granted

. . to.them by the Act of the ninetgenth of
..And be it further enacted, that

his present: Majesty, is destroyed and

-mmade of no. eeffct:

". Be it therefore enacted, by the Kihg's

-most excellent Majesty, by and. with
‘the advice and consent of the Lords
‘spiritual and temporal, and Commons,

in- this present Parliament assembleds
and by the authority of the same, that
from -and-aftéer the passingof this: Act,
so much -of.the said -Agt..ef the ﬁ"”t
year of King William and Queen Mazry,
as excludes from the ease, penefit ‘%‘f’d
thiet B, ‘and 80

“the said Act of thé ninth:#nd
A o

“
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tenth of King William, and of all or
dny other Act or Acts of the English,
Scotch, British, Irish, or united Parfia-
sments. as imposes penalties on those
who inteipret the Holy Scripturcsin-
consistently with the doct: ines of the Ho-
Jy Trinity as laid down in the thirty-nine
articles of the United Church of England
and Ireland, bé¢ and the same are here-
by repealed’; excépt 2o far as may relate
-to mimstars of the said United Church.

And be it fupth(r enacted that this
Act shall be dcemed and taken to be a
“public Act, and shall be judicially taken
nétice of as such by all Judges, Justices
and others, without being specially
pleaded. |

House of Peers, Tuesday July 2:0.

-On the question for the Third Read-
ing of the TriNITY DocTrINE BIiLL,
~ The Archbishop of Canterbu:y made

2 few remarks vpon the well-merited -

character of the Establisi:ed Church of
England for its due attention to the
principles of genuine toleration, In
this view the Church and St.te were to
a-certain exéent reciprocal, each taking

professed to relieve.

545

its hue from the character and condugt
of the other. Their authorities were

however in some respects confounded.

The Church, as a Church, had no aa-
thority to inflict pun shments upon
those not within its pale The principle
of toleration to which the Bill referred,
appertained ra‘her to the State than to
the Church ; and the latter was always
remarkable for its tender regard with
respect to the religious scruples of indie
viduals ; and on these principles he had
no objection to the pas-ing of the Bill.

The Bishop of Chester agreed in
principle with the most Reverend Pre-
late ; but ohserved, he thought the Bill
was not called for in consequence of any
penalties im.0sed upon those whom it
The most perfect
toleration was already extended to the
professers of Unitarianism. At the
same time, he was plea-ed such a Bill
was brought forward, as affording an
additional proof that intolerance was no
parit of the character of the Church of
England. |

The Bill was then read a third time
and passed.—Sun, July 21.

e
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Rev. Hugh Worthingtan.

July 26, 1813, Dicd at Wor-
thing, in Sussex, in the 61st year of
his age, the Rev. Hugu WoORr-
THINGTON, for forty years pastor
of the large and respectable So-
.Ciety qf Presby'tc\riun'dissentvrs
assembling for public worship at
Sarrers’ HarLr in this city.
For the last two or three years,
this distinguished apd wpscful mi-
nister had been visibly .on, the de-
chne; his visit to Worthing was
for the express purpose of recruit-
Ing, by a suspension of his public
labours, and the restorative quiet
of & sea-side residence, his failing
strength. By multitudes it was
tarnestly hoped that these means
Wight have proved efficacious,
Wwd that a life so dear to the

YOL. VIII.

cause of ¢¢ practical piety,”” and
Impressive scriptural preaching,
might have been further prolonged.
This, however, did not seem right
to HiM who orders all things in
the wisest and best manner. A
severe cough had long been one
of his complaints, and the burste
ing of a blood vessel 1n one of the
paroxysms of it was the immea
diate cause of his death. It was
well remarked in one of the pub.
lic papers, which announced the
event, that he was ‘¢ a man whose
value it was as difficult to appre=
ciate, as it would be ta sypply his
loss.” - -

Mr. Worthington was almost g
singular instance of great populae
rity in a London pulpit fur. the
long space af fosty years. = ‘Fhere

4 B ' '
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@re so many cempetitors for this
souft of fame in the metropolis, the
Aeve.of novelty and the fastidions-
ness - of caprice i hearers is s0

?alnpem} that 4t rarely happens
¥hat any P.x:eacber, however excel-

Jent, can, for maay years secure
tve attendance of @ numMerous au.
-dftory. ‘These who knew Mr.
Wﬁrthqgton, however, and were

'acgq,a,u,\teﬂ with the ‘peeuhar Vi~

wacity and jsmpressiveness. of his

wanner, as well as the excellence -

of ‘his matter, will, in a great
measure cegse to wonder, at the
effects which it produced, aad the

-gteady aﬁmebmemxo his ministny
His, pulpit ta-’

“which it sécured.
lewss. weze of  very high order:

he was Bo copyist; his manner
was truly original, and it was all
‘his own. There were great pecu-
liarities, but there was no affecta-
sion about him. His devotional
services were various, pathetlc,
and, often, unusually appropriate,
&nd yet it was not always the best
style of prayer which he adopted.
. Hbe was greatly under the inftu-

ence of his feclings, and in the

-pulpit bhe frequemly felt with un.

eemmon force; bhence, many of

-thoge short extemporaneous effu-

sions in which, upon the spur of

the occasion, he poured forth the
fulness of his spirit, and said things
which seized with irresistible force
on the memory, and pengtrated
the very hearts of his hearers. He
did. not stand hike a statue in the
palpit; his action, especially in the
eur&r- partof his life, was.some.
times exuberant; and never par.
tidularly graceful, butit was na-~
tuzal to hxm ; 1t was the unstudied
agtion of a man in - esrnest, .and,
therdfore, - except (o some very
fastixlious : oheerrars, Never gave
offenge. His oye was peculiarly

~cuous,
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bright and searchmg, ‘and, ‘even
in the latter part o‘f’hys L;fe,}‘whgn
be ; togk "off his spectacles, e pe-
netrating glance helped,  .in no
stoall degree to rivet t,he a?tenilon
to. what he was sayxpg Hlb dise
CORMISES wWere cerxam Ys- ,no.t INQ.
dels of cofrect composition, but
there was an wunction and arder
aboyt them, which mere correct.
ness gould never hope to reach ;
and, in almost ell cases, had the
outlime been filled up .as well as
it was defined, they would, even
a5 compositions, bave bELﬂ entia
tled to solid pralse. He was,
gemex*aily, very happy in seizing
upon tb.e pechliar fpgml;e of his
texs, #8d his manner. of xhv&dmg
a subject was simple aad perspi.
: He was a“bettex textual
than topical Qreachﬁr.; A pra
JoveNer, greatly . kughgx?hm L;fi
this is his due. His mmain, object
was the best mterests of ‘fns hearers,
and his discourses were calcula-;
ted to mend the heart and Tegus
late the affections. The moraluy
of the gospel, in al} Hs Tamificas
tions, wus the theme an whlch he
delighted to dwell, and the con.
siderations by whlch he pressed
its practice wyere truly evangehca!
His intercourse with mankmd was
considerable, and he availed hima
self of the knowledge of human
nature, and of real life with
which it furnished him, to come
at the consciences of his auditors.
When he attacked vice he was no
flatterer. He did not prophecy
‘ smooth things” to the vicious
or the impenitent. He was no
vulgar preacher of damnation,
he had teo much. sense, and too.
much piety for that ; but, when
his subject called for them, he did
not keep out of Blﬁbt <« tl}ﬂ ter=,
rors of the Lerd.” “He" 10‘*"“
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howéver, rather to allure than
to * thréaten, s#nd thought it far
more consistent with the © spirit
of Jesus’’ to draw men to goodness
with the cords of love, than to

drivé them.from vice with the rod

of terror. He was very attentive
to ‘¢ existing circumstances” both
ublic and private, and extremely
ghpp‘y in his end-avours to ima-
prove thetm by religious counsels
and considerations. He had a
natural elo quente which shone
with pec,uliar lustre when he was
called: forth upon public occa.
sivns, and even when he had no
time for previous preparation ; in
such cases his language was genew
rally strikingly appropriate. As
s companion and friend, his loss
rill bBeseverely felt by numbers;
€' was no enemy to innocent
g¢heerfulness, and‘his memery was
well stored with both useful and
entertammg anéédotes, His com.
pany and his preaching were very
acceptable to young people: it
bhas often’ been' remarked of him
that he preached to the young,
and it is not easy to pay a higher
cbinhmbnt than this, either to
the heart or the head of a minister:
If tie can gain the attention and
love of the young, he may hope
t'do sume comparatively lasting
good, and may. consele himself
upder the indifference of middle.
lifs, and" the frequent apathy of
old’ age.
"Mir. Worthington’s reputation
8- a preacher standing so' bigh,
it-is ne wonder that he was often
called upon.to advocate the cause
of distress, ‘and to plead for the
“Wpon of:lhase vatrious chartta-
ble institutions to which the Lon-
ﬁ d) sﬂ‘nmgs so liberally contri-

I,*Y&!#(mrbaly neceésary to
l:a&rﬁ@ at‘m ﬁﬁ ﬁuCh Cases, . hﬁ
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was a willing and a successful
plecader. He was fully sensible
of the value of co-operation in the
pursuit of any object, and, upomn
this principle, he was a great
friend to ¢ meetings of ministers,’’
and occasional, and stated Lec¢.
tures. For many years he was
an active member of what was
termed the ¢¢ Buckinghamsbire
Association,”” which was holden
twice a year in different parts.of
that county. He took his turn.in
what was termed the ‘¢ Merchants?
Lecture,” on a Tuesday, at Salt-
er's Hall: and when that was
dropped,.in conjunction with some.
other ministers, he engaged, for
some years, in a Lecture on.the
Wednesday evening, at the same
place; this was confined.to. the
winter season, and to once a- fort-
night.. He was no friend to Lec«
tures oh the Lord’s Day evening,
but as he thought them admissible
in large towns, if any where,. and:
as his own services were always
acceptable, he was, for many
years, one of the preachers. of
the long established Sunday. evens
ing lecture at Salters” Hall. : ...
One part of Mr. W’s conductr
ought by no means to' pass unnow
ticed. He was always ready. to
promote the wishes of serious. and-
well disposed young -men who
were desirous of becoming. mis
nisters: of the gospel.. He gava
them the best advice, proc¢ured
them pecuniary assistance, andg
in some instances, personully-aide
ed their preparatory  studies.. Su».
veral ministers who are now, and
have been-long,. usefally emplogu
ed in their Muster’s work,.wonldy:
perhaps, never:have enteredupon.
it had it: aut- been: 'fm'mhe enrlg:
encouragément,. randc theosubgow :
qnenl;, aid. of»th@pam W

"";. et W '\b(j ‘?:'i’

i)
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#all: Tt is but justice to add
at nothing ‘but unworthy con-
duct éver induced 'him to with-
@raw the friendship he had once
given. The distresses, on account

of the smallness of their stipends,
‘to which many of his brethren, 1n

the Christian mipnistry,are exposed,

lay'pear his heart ; he was dften
# succes$ful advocate with persons
¢f affluente, for their relief, and,
%o some of them, he was himself
aniformly kind and beneficent.

- It bhas alrcady been remarked
that his preaching was eminently
practical. He very seldoin brought
¢ontroversy into the pulpit, or
delivered what might properly be
denominated doctrinal sermons.
He made no secret, however, of
his religious sentiments: they
were those usually styled Arian,
but he had too much knowledge
of the real difficuliies oftheology,
and too much Christian candour,
to condemn~ with asperity the
eréeds of any of his brethren.
Those views of Christianity to
which he 2dhered through life,
1t appears he embraced
early, at least he was thus con-
$ratulated upon his steadiness by
2 friend and fellow student in the
month - ‘of August 1806, in the
dedication of a volume of lectures
‘to Him. ¢¢ Of the same standing
in lifé, ‘educated at'the same A.
cademy, and class-fellows for five
years, we embraced the same
system of religious opinions, which
firther examination has not in.
duced us‘ to relinquish. Your
active ‘'mind and p-pular talents

very‘

OFituury. <~ Rev: Hugh Worthtngton

have maititained the *¢husé &F ra.
tional piety, "and laboured ‘with:
undiminished acceptance and ‘use.
fulness.” - | ‘

He was- the eldest son of the
venerable Huagh Worthington,
A. M. who was, for above forty

years, minister to a numerous &md

respectable society of ' dissenters
at Leicester. He rteceived his
academical educationat Daventry,
under the tuition of the Rev. Ca-

- leb Ashworth, D.D. ' Idmedi-

ately upon leaving the academy,
Mr. Worthington was invited to
Salters’ Hall, as assistant to the
Rev. Francis Spilsbury, whose
funeral sermon he preached March
17, 1782. It is a little remark-
able that hLe also had filled that
pulpit for forty years. What a
Jarge portion of a century do these
two periods make, and in that
space, or rather in seventy-two .
years, @as Mr. Worthington was
eight years assistant preacher, Sal-
ters’ Hall has had only ¢wo pas.
tors! Mr. Worthington’s last sers
mon was delivered July 1Ilth,
1813. BEEE
After this he left the metropolis
for Worthing, which for many
years bad been his favourite resort.
He had frequently found relief
from sea-air, and was willing to
make the experiment again. Here
he passed a fortnight without any
material change, but with occa-
sional alterations for the better.
On Sunday, the 25th, he attend-
ed public worship, expressed bim.-
self pleased with the performance
of the services, although those
services were conducted on the

- pointed vutyasyourpropérsphere,
'the'metropohis; and’ that respect-
wble’ Socrety; which invited you
“ (1 Yebéne their ‘'mimister. TFhere,
Stewisiingitin igh & steps “of 'your ves
nerable and excellent father, you

principles of Calvinsm, ' from
which he was ever awgrs’é.*” He
spent the ‘evening with " his usual
: cheerfulness, 'and retired at his
accustomed hour,
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_.-About-five 0’clock on the fol-
Jowing mormng, owing probably
to a fit of coughing, he burst a
blood-vesscl. Assistance was soon
obtained, and his anxious friends,
who had accompanied him to the
sea~side, = administered to him
whatever might tend - to alleviate
the complaint. For a short time,
‘it was thought the danger was sub.
siding, and one of them expressed
a. hope that he would soon be bet-
ter, ta which he replied with hijs
uysual .emphasis, No never; 1 feel
now as 1 mever felt before: he
- was, however, perfectly calm and
collected, and having uttered a
short but fervent prayer, quite in
his usual mannecr, Gracious Fa-
,_ ber,joygwe thy servant, and re-
. cerwe Jum Lo thyself, he breathed
,his last without a groan or a strug.
cgle.. |

. His body was removed from
Worthmg to his house in North-.
‘-ampton. Square, London, and on
;Ihe@vemng of the fifth of August

_it.was conveyed to Salters’ Hall

i meeting-house, from whence 1t
was carried to Bunhill Fields on
- the next day, attended by a num-
ber of ministers, chiefly of the
Calvmlbllcal persuas#en, who bhad
- been. invited to attend the remains
Of thezr friend to his last home,
A considerable namber of the
.- congregation attended, 10 eight-
. een'mourning coaches, and some
other carriages followed in the
rear. The funeral service was
performed by the Rev. Thomas
Tayler, formerly, and very many

.years, the re:pectable pastor of

the congregation at Carter Lane,
,-near St, Paul’s. On Sunday, the
8th,. the Rev. Dr. Lindsay deli-
. vered -an eloquent and pathetic
. lisgours¢ to the afternoon cona
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gregation at Saliers’ Hall, which
we had hoped to have seen fromxr
the press before this, and: from
which, in a following number of
the Repository, we shall, if the’
opportunity be allowed us, be glad-
to present our readers with an
extract or two. - i
Mr. Worthington, as an author,
did not leave many works behind
him. His celebrity rests almost
entirely upon his merits as an im-
pressive and interesting preacher.
He published in 1775, a Sermon,
entitled ‘¢ A good Character--is
better than a grcat Fortune ;°? in
1778, a Discourse preached for
the benefit of the charity-
school in Gravel.lane, on ¢¢ The

Progress of Moral Corruption ;?
and anhother preached on the
5th of November in the same

year, before the Supporters of the
Lecture at Salters’ Hall, entitled,
““ Christianity an easy and liberal
system ; that of Popery absurd
and burdensome.”” In 1780 he
published ‘‘ An Essay on the Re-
solution of Plane lnangleswby
Common Arithmetic > in 1782
he publishedva Sermon and Qra-
tion ; the one preached at Salters”
Hall and the other dehverea n
Bunhlll Fields, occasioned by the
death of Mr. Spilsbury. L,

In 1789 he delivered a sermon
to the supporters of the New .Col-
lege, Hackney, which was primted.
He printed two or three other
sermons which had been preached
in behalf of usctul and excellent
chariues. It 1s said- his .friends
have an intention of -xeprinting all
his worksin a small volu.me.itMr.
Worthington was the -edituisof a
volume of hig futher S~ Serpons,

and. ¢n the death of that V.#l\gfable
fan he priated jin_the Pretestant
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Dissenters’ Magazine, and in the
Monthly Magazine, a memoir of
him : to a.volume of Sermons of
the late Mr. Crabb, ot which
Mr. W. was the editor, he like-
wise. prefixed a memonr.

~ For some years before his
death, he promised his friends
a volume of sermons, and a
part of it, it is believed was
soe years ago actually in the
press. - Whether any matenals
are left for the completion of such
a volume, is not perhaps at present
ascertained ; should it be practi.
czble, there can be no doubt of
its being a very acceptable present
to the numerous friends who ho-
nour his memory and lament his

loss,
‘ Eo Bo

" Rew. W¥. Severn.

The Rev. WM. SeEveErN, whose
sudden death we anneunced in our
last, (Wrapper, p- 2.) was born at
Nottingham. His father was a re-
spectable wine merchant in that
place, and had two other sons. Wil-
liam, the subject of this memoir,
from his earliest years manifested a
strong propensity to the ministry,
angd at the age of sixteen became a
convert to the doctrines and disci-
pline of Methodism ; a circumstance,
which, since he arrived at years of
maturity, he never eeased to deplore.
On, the declaration of his determi-
nation to follow _Mr. Wesley, he
was expelled from higfather's house,
and obliged to take refuge with
Wy. Warwick, father ofthe present
Pr. Warwick, of Rotherham, and,
under. his - protectien, became, not
only one:of the most popular preach-
ers;. but; a . friendl.: and. confidential
campanion ¢f M. Wesley himself,
Tor two,. yeass,: he was the travel-
ling, associateof that extrpordinary.
person, who:4ppears, .ffom. letters
 to Mi#. Sexernj. 19 have greatly: ad-

Obituary.—Rev. W, Severn.

mired his talents, zeal and intrepi-

dity. . Of the period’'when M Sevs:
ern began to waver in his attach=
ment to his profession as a teacher
of the doctrines of Methodism, no
satisfactory information can be ob.-
tained; but, from a short journalk
now in existence of his daily iabers,.
during part of .his. twentieth: year,.
1t is manifest, in every fresh memos.
randum,_ that his mind was then

very little at ease, and that there

was a something in his situation

which rendered it very irksome:
His daily prayer wasfor more faith,
for a firmer conviction, and for

greater assistance from Geod in the
duties that lay before- him. This

Jjournal is continued’ only for a few
months, but it is ascertained, that
soon after that period, he went to
Edinburgh to study divinity. From-
thisseminary he returned) in course,

- and was settled as preacher; with -
- smalil cengre

gation of, as4he phrase..
is, nioderately orthodoxr dissentersat:’
Weedon-beckin Northamptonshire.: -
From Weedon he was called to -
Welford in the same eounty, and:
afterwards removed to Hinckley-in :
I eicestershire, in all' which’ sitna=i.
trons his servicesand characterwerer
greatly. admired and approved. I$::
must have been during hisresidenge
at. Hinckley that his Unitaziam pro-.:
pensities took a decided tone.; fory ..
from thenceghe was igvited to a -
congregatioitat Norwich under that
denomination. Kidderminster had -
the: benefit of his- ministerial-: ser- -
vices some years before: his tvanse
lation: ta Hull, where: he lived -
between fiveand six. years, Wheza~ -
evar he resided,, his character,. for
the practice of every virtue, -that-"
can adorn a man and a Christian
minigter, stood deservedly high,

but it has' not come to the know

ledge of the writer of this; that his
course was: distinguished by :any
veny striking egcurrences Iuving

the whale.of his residance. at Hull,

so correct. was every part. ofl b -
conduct; that the breath - of calimg‘ B
nious Bigotry Has n at even attempts .-
ed t0-50il his well-parnedl title td.the:
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good opinion ef all with whom the
was connected. Mr. Severn's fa-
‘yourite study ‘'was sacred writ, and
it may be safely said,: thiit in scrip-
tuial knowledge he had very few
equals. He used to lament hisown
deficiency, and, totking back to the
art he’acted in his youth, to wish
that the time-he then spentin teach-
ing what he had rot studied and
did not understand, had been spent
at college. But his modesty was
equal to his acquirements. He was
a decided Unitarian; on some of
the minor topics in the Unitarian
creed, however, retaining the opi-
nions of his early days, As an ad-
vocate for inquiry his zeal was un-
bounded : ‘he loved a free-thinker
jwhisheart, of whatever sentiments,
rovided he was an honest man.
g{b’tf"mre zealous in searching for
trath; than in its propagation, he
“nevershunned,on proper occasions,
the -asdertior of it. A bigot was
therobject of Ris peculiar detesta-
tion, and if -hé met with an Unita-
ridmi: bigot, “as’ ‘he sometimes did,
never >filed ‘to urge upon his un-
derstanding the inconsistency be-
twikt’his’ priwciples and his prac-
ticgeé. Mr.Segern wasa truly good
man, dnd a f#ithful follower of Je-
sug ‘Cheist—of course, his death,
awfdl to all aronnd him, was not
naprepared for, as far as respected
his- fature prospects, for he had
altvays livied as orie who must give
an-aecount 3 ‘a‘n'(,l as to. his friends,
neither” presumptuous in aHotting
to"him his station in ‘the future
world,’ nér doubtful’concerning it,
they. have the comfort to reflect,
that: the remembrance of him will
always be sweet, and that his naméeé
is never mentioned but to receive
awi]lin%tri‘bute of respect and es-
teem. He was in his H9th year,
when Providence thought fit to call
himawsay. Tothehour ofhis death
nojigatt of his vigor and vivacity had
f{ilkd him; : thoagh sometimes, dn-
ringsitlie . lust ‘two years, symptoms
hadqppémed of the disordér which
sarniéd iy bfY. « Onrthie very even-

-
ing of his dissolution, halfan hour
before he became lifeless clay, he
was in cheerful conversarion with a
friend, as full of anecdote as at an
former period of his life.

G. L.

Reo. J. Jones. |
Died at Clifton, near Bristol, on

Thursday, May 27th, 1813, in the

33d year of his age, the Rev. JorN
JoNEgs, late pastor of the congre-
gation of Unitarian dissenters imx
Plymouth.—This truly amiable

young wmyan, was born at Cwmbryn,
-near Gellionnen, in the

‘ parish of
Langyvelach, in the county of Gla-
morgan, Wales; of which place
his father was a respectable farmer.

- His mother was sister to the late

Rev. Roger Howell, of Beckington.
He received his grammatical edu-
cation under the Rev. William
Howell, of- Swansea. When very
young, he was admitted a student
into the academy at Carmarthen,
conducted by the Rev. Mr. Peter
and the Rev. Mr. Davies; where
he continned three years; and
thence removed to York, under the
Rev. Charles Wellbeloved, forone
yvear. During his academical:course,
Mr. Jones applied with great assi- .
duity to his various studies; and
made considerable proficiency, par- -
ticularly in the Classics and Mathe-

matics.—On leaving York, he went

to Bridgewater, in Samersetshire,
and for a few monthsoefficiated there
to a society of Unitarian dissenters.
He then engaged himself as a pri-
vate tutor, in the family of Mrs,
Morgan, relict of the late Rev,
George Morgan; in which situa-
tion he remained about two years.
Having then received - an invitation
to become pastor -of:a church at

Belper, in. Derbyshire, he accept-

* ed it 5 and after résiding there about

a year, he finully settleds in: iy
mouth 5 “where he ' contimmued: « till
within eight monthsief:his: decense.

- On the19th>efAprily 1807, Mé.
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+<Jomes accepted the office of minis-
‘ ter of Plymouth Chapel. At this
.time it was but thinly attended ;
.his excellent sermons, however,
“snon attracted notice, and a respec-
~table -eongregation was in' a short
time formed, with a successive in-
crease.—llis mind was not only
<richlystored with theological know-
“ledge, but he possessed a happy
_?facﬂxtv of conveying his ideas, on
Lall aubgects though not ostenta-
«“tiously, in language perspicuous
~and elegant ; and his reasoning was
aJWays nervous and cogent. His
- *pulplt compositions were neatly
;polished, and the matter judici-
~ously arranged and condensed.
~They were not interlarded with
—~puerile flights of fancy, to court
“.the glare and encominms of a giddy
| mult:tude, but were pregnant with
~Jore of the highest celestial impor-
“tance. He was an ardent admirer
wof Mr. Cappe’s excellent sermons,
-and often used them as models for
+his own. His subjects, in general,
*Avere of a moral and practical kind.
“'his, however; was not strictly in
;unisaon with his own opinien of the
nature of sermons for the benefitof a
*nnxed aud;ence bat it was adopted
by him, in consequence of the differ-
ent iaste of .some .of the leading
“¢haracters in his church. He him-
~ self saw the propriety, and indeed
~the absolute necessity of frequently
- -bringing under review the doctrines
- . of the gospel, as well as enforcing
“its moral precepts: and to the neg-
lect of this practice among Unita-
.rians, he gscribed the comparatwely
“Jittle success of their cause. The
writer . .of this article laments that
‘his deceasedfriend should have been
in the least shackled,:in this par-
ticular; as those dlscourses on dot
#rinal top_tcs which he incidentally
" delivered, possessed considerable
rierit .- ~and -these; with several
‘ﬁthém. are highly deserving of

llcatﬁm Hadm been the wnll

in many otjner re»pepts,. e

loose memorandums,
‘event thus noticed by him:

will admit, in

. Obituary.—Rev. J. Jones.

to his. talenets. lﬁ th;lﬁ: 4 E‘Pﬁé

- 1n consequence of the. sohcﬁaﬁggns

.....

of a few friends, Mgr. Janes was in-

duced to open in Plymouth, a bga-

mipary,. for teaching the (,lasmcs,

&c. Among ‘his
I find the
cc On
March 26, 1810, 1. opened my
school, with two puplls No very
auspicious begmnmg but 1 must
not despair of farther enCOulage-
ment, when the Jntelhgence of my
undertakmg is . more generally ¢ x-

Mathematics,.

tended. Bnt whatever may be
patronage I obtain, let me exert all

diligence, prudence, and every
other available method, to sapsfy
the expectations. of thoge whe' én-
trust their children to my gar)e and
to assist them as far, asm 'y powers
the acqu;s%tloqr of
useful knowledge Now th gge
Lommeuced the arduqus und
king, may God enabfe e ope;-
scvere in it, as far as it s 9 §1
with his will, and js cogdu ?
my beneﬁt”-—-qu puptls soog
creased ; and latterly he }md g:r
his tuition near forty. . Hn§¢ggl uct
as a teacher of youth gave geq al
satisfaction. He finally rel,mgul gd
his school September 10, 1812; on
which he thus observed——“ A aay
rendered memorable to me by mg
being compelled, through ffhé in-
crease of indisposition, to . give up
my school. 1tis ngw too Tlate to
repent that I had not taken the re-
solution much earlier ; before [ had
exhausted nature, and réndéred my
recovery more difficult, if not i
practjcable.”—Though his hlgﬁ y
cultnvated mind was admxra:bly a-
dapted for this employment, his
bod was of too delicate a texture
to endure the fatlgues of a day-
school, without an as.slstant and
his exertions in this lme, no doubt»
augmented the fat dlsea hiCh |
terminated_his eart ly Cdl' 2e) --l“o‘.'
the last two rs ‘of his

fe,
lingered uqde r%fﬂf g;lf;y
hody, ecompaied with s



SOPME COp gﬂd frequent spittin
‘of Hlood:"- “_&;?d,? to ;i-ncrea‘s)e' hg
heavy - afflictions; ~wiile ‘in this
l}iﬂﬁ{lld staté, attempts, founded
-Avholly’ on baseless reports, were
Jmade tosully his spotless character.
‘But, notwithstanding the mrelan-
choly effécts that emanated frem
‘this affair, (over which, 1 wish to
araw‘a,n impervioys veil) Mr Jones
‘bore all his . sufferings with true
‘Christiai  acquicscence;  being
firmly persuaded that every dispen-
sation of heaven is wisely ordered
‘for the best; and- that shat we
tsudlly cousider misfortunes in this
life, are only part of a fatherly course
‘of discipline, designed'to prepare
us for higher degiees of felicity in
‘that - state inito which the faithful
_shall enter ‘on thé morning of the
.yesurrection. ' His views 'ef the pa-
“ternal and ynbounded goodness of
:the. pue od and Father of all, en-
1irely pre¢luded gloomy and super -
pitious feary ; and the promises; of
Ahe gogpel, were to him a never-
| gi}mggépm of sweet consolatioy.
’ 13 Xg%l‘.;eioff the truth of the Jewish
and " Chvistian gc‘n‘iptures, rested
_not on the; opinion-of his forefathers
“dnd ‘early instructors, which is too
. ¢omtmonly the case ; but, on a care-
"lﬁiji""é'iifafﬁﬁﬁnaﬁon and accurate ba-
lapece @i evidence, he was satisfac-
;«t&ﬁ’; o inead b i

‘convinced of fheir divine
.original. | :
- Tq give a carrect view pfthe state
of hig'mind 'a little while prior' to
‘his dissolutiony | shall extract this
following reflections, found among
his papers; and dated Dec. 6, 1912.
41 anlk Véry appreherisive that: the
Jhalady willsoon termindte my con-
Beeiions with this scene. . It some-
Hmes excites very serious thoaghts
iﬂ my 1mmg' But it is _injup’,igiis to
coniphint to indulge guerulous
A dés‘poﬂd’e‘h‘t feelings ;' and incon-
Mstebt’ with-' the proféssion’ I hive
adépted(however dhwokthiby main-
Aajned or rimapegrfectly  preseryed) to
ﬁm ) H}t; gﬁbﬂl’@hﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂhi \ﬁ)l'
o miikstian %h‘pu}fi\f- t%idﬁn.c.e h’l‘lﬁs
P4 beape, not 1n the supshine
Ay, o wiifst health and
VOL. virI.

vigour giow in his veins only,. bt
in those very circumstauces whi¢h
are most, fitly, adapted, to try .the
validity of principles and sincerity
of professions. - In my sityation,
resignation enjoyvs an opportunity
to signalize her peaceful and anild
trinmphs. If in sickness, laid on
the bed of debility, a man, not oply
refrains from outward expressipn, of
querulous dissatisfaction, but from
even feeling any discontent with
the dispensations of heaven, and
submits to the severe trial, not with
the growl of impatience, or the ef-
forts of repugnaince, but with a well-
‘grounded persuasion, that, umgg
the Divine administration,—th
evils, the abstinénces, the priva-
‘tions which’ he  now suffers, will
'be conducive to his future good,
‘either in the correction of evil hj-
“bits, in rectifying the errors of t@o
‘great reljance upon the world, and
‘in directing his view aiid elevating
his hopes to those extatic scénds,
into which none of the inhabitdnts
with a heart of sorrow, is compellef
‘to ‘sigh, I 'am sick’—* where "tk
“wicked cegse from troubling and the wed=
Ty are at rest.’”’ ' oL
< ‘Mr. Jones was the watrm ﬁ“ieltd
of civil and religious liberty, in
its fullest extent. He possessed am
, honpest atfecfionate heart, ang
mind truly independent, wh
soared above every species of ar-
tifice apd .disingenuous sexvility 5
and, except when roused by the
pestiferous breath of « back-wound-
ing calumny,” was always mildand
affable in his demeanour. As 2
companion and friend, he was in-
telligent, sincere, disinterested ; and
frequently indulged au ipnocent
playfulness of temper. = He was not
foind, particularly in his lattér years,
of a promiscuous intercourse with
the world, his habits and disposi-
“tion - being  quite;. . domestic, .gnﬂ.
: thexrefore, was not:very extensivgly
known. : But:his megmany Wilk}l

liye in ,x,k_.ne»pmq;& of a mpaik
~of aff 9‘1‘9‘,’%1’“ ARy it
- WAo. kpnew Wm Dol Wiy,
’hi*i;lomasto = 4 R4 m o

4 C
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de Qnd ébﬂﬂsellor’ Theugh
u’aﬂ #e fPoni us for a sed-

| ytet eré long will dut¥ inter-
cétirne beé venewell; ot in a world
SfenVy and mxsreprés&ma;‘tmﬁ bt
ifi-the ~ Sivéet ‘fitlds béjond the
swelling ‘food,” where all is hay-
Iﬂoﬁj dnd peace; and where;through
Aetétnil agés, we shall anite to sing
| 'the tﬁ hs of redeerhing fove !

| still ﬁx on joys to come,
hos egé’hssf'uf scenes 6n high

Sﬁ 'ﬁﬁl’iﬁéh in InimSrtal bloo,
H Wﬁ?& titit:2id dature die”

mr. jon‘é’s wasinterred Max SOth,

;ﬁ pn,al giround belonging to
the tana‘n ‘Chapel in Biisl oi,
2R i’x;mera ¥ as attended by his

ind’ x &‘_ 1r. Perks, thh a
vy other friends, among whom
f"."*}}'(f'é,ut:be ﬁf 2y. . Dr. Estlin g::md the
ﬁg gurkce —The writer con-
‘qélves lt W?u]a be indecofous to
cTude this accoint of his’ fnend,

ut publicly acknowledging

'ﬁiﬂ abligations. which are due to
the Jatter mentioned gentleman, for
the . r‘cspectful attention and conso-

hng ndgles h@ mamfested towards

the deceased in his - last illness.
When ot hke thepoor sequestered

: = -

bR

' givethiy gratefal#iby

‘Arodéstly

-SYUts- of Public Agwirs:

stag; that froin the: Prinitdys-#ind had
ta»en a hurt,"C{l; had ;‘* eotite 10
guish™ ifton; dt a. . season
geh ‘the ¢ careless ;lrér full of
thé 'pastiire, hever st ’d to greet”
their oid dssét;mte, r. Mautice's
servides to him, were, espicially in
a pecwitiary why, Of thre 1ot imipor-
tanceé. 'I‘hough béhevoleht actiots
are, in a great medsutd, their own
réward, even in thie ‘present ‘life;
Ve, at the régt assize, when every
ofie Will be judged ¢ attording to his

WOFR such gbd’ﬁké offides as these,

will, nidst’ "db!m?édly, ’ﬁe ﬂuly ap-
p?écfﬁt'éﬂ DRI

& "Tis. he» who sqattm blesm@g& mnmd
Adm!es his Maker best;
walk thro’ life'is me:cyactewn’d
is bed of death is hlest.”

Mi* Wadrice ’Will I !fo pe, fet.

fto}aﬁhﬁ
esteem, from the % i * ritite
stra&rger to his -y s 1 HIEH: tide-
gives publicity tb dedds, thatawdnid
evafle Ww«ﬁmpp}ause*
and the splendour of & |

© BILVANUS ﬁlans
ymwm-bbck .fmy “16, 'wts

P IR
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MQNTHLY RETRQSPECT OF PUBLIC‘ Ai:mms
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Tﬁe C/zrzstmn s Su,rmey
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‘The eelebrated battle at Vitto-
via gave octasion mot only for +l-
Fuiminations zand splendid feasts,
but 'foir a thanksgivihg to be ad-
dresedd 1o the S feh‘n‘é Being, in i
the plices of wox‘sgnp Occu ned ‘by
;he two «greag segls esta
daw ig this kingd ingdom.
‘seét- @Mhsﬁt‘d’ an the southern

oPthis #slund; &tid'in lreland,

| i of PrayérWis €6 éwa
aﬁ%im&%ygbé b a? m%ﬂ its
‘Ml s, @8 id> Seotlaiid -

!f‘or the ]

qf t}ae Pol tw@Z Wamkf

., *\; L

"flt A

&t

thﬂy d@ ﬂm ‘!50 Q, kkmgysr:t{be mh,
.misters of the sect established:by.
law in that.part of the island, re- .
eeived orders otﬂy to! offer t‘ha;nka.
v‘?ﬁﬁs 'for, ¥he victory ; obtained by
thé tonfedetates in Spal n, and
were, left 10 themselyes, to use, the
anguyage Wwhich they. thought
bem suited Lo the egopsion. ., As @
vety great: mmumty.,zpi the pwph
of ‘the wm”mﬂ ngﬂiqmm ndt,

Prequti Bkes
m?eq tw: ’svc‘i Pl #tabl agqxsm]ﬁw’
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theivsthanksgivings «wn: this ae< may be peaceably and qlﬁeﬂy‘

coumnt-will ‘hel 1ft offéred, quite
spontaneous, and many wﬂl from
pnnmpk* “be ‘averse .to use any
thing-of the kind in their religious
meetings, . Inthe form of:thanks.
giving, prescribed to  this part of

the kingdeom;  the -Father of our

Liord Jesus, Christ is addressed un.
der the tile of luord God of Hosts,
and to him is ascribed - the signal
victory'obtained aver the French,
at Vittgria, and the allied army-is
calledson to prostrate themselves
before him with one consent, and
to:acknowledge with h‘ﬁmiljty of
heart, that the victery is God’s.
The prayers,.praises and thanks-
givings on this.account, are. ex-
pressly veelared .10 be oﬁarad to
f;a,l);vme: Majesty, in the name
andishrough the mediation of our
Ligord.- Jresus, ' Christ. - Thaaks to
thec:Admi hty f$or victories have
beenFepentedly offered, by all par-

ties, &dring this calamitous war,

and not unfrequently the same
field of battle has given ocgasion
to both sides to address the Ma-
jesty of heaven. How far tHis con-
duct ;is jystifiable in ¢ these who
are without,” it is needless to -in-
quire ; but the Christian will

pause “before he gives:countenance ing

to this practice, nor can he adopt
it, unlessit has the sanction of his
Lord ‘@ind - Saviour. Qur master
tégthies us to. address his God
and' otir-God,: ubder the. tille of
Our-Father, for all Christians are
his:children: and he teaches us to
love sour - enemies, ‘and to Te-
turn' good -for evil : ‘but not uvne
woill iy said~.by -him to ‘encourage
R¥to ‘use his hikine forany victory
obtuined by :force ower our eme-
mies;. < His rjr S ewhort us to

governéd, but they are equdllysi.
lent on the subject of tbanksg)v,
ings for successes owver encmiesy’
and unite with cur master in’rew:
commending us to cultivaté a:
peaceable .and forgiving disposis’
tion, and to do all the good we’
possibly cen, to those who hate,
injure or persecute us. A meeting
of Christians is consecrated to the
God of love and peace. Lyéry
thisg that "has a teadency to di-
vert the mind from the pursgit of
these two great objects, is studia
ously to:be avoided. The passione
of men cannet be permitted to
have any jplace in those assemblies,
where the sons of God’ present
themselves before their holy Fa.
ther, and acknowledge them-
selves to be subjeets of-his: beloved-
Son, whose kingdom is' feunded:-
on peace’ and Iove and‘ spmwa{i

Joy-

The Cathohc Questlon contiz
nues to occasion considerable dis=
cussion, and two subjects have
occurred since our last report, imx -
connection with it, which are of )
high i#mpertance. The ‘one’ red
spects the conduct of the Irish,
who have determinéd on request.
the interference of the' Co'rtez
of Spain in their behalf. We do
not mean to raise any objectwns’w
the application of persons in dis-
tress to a fneddly power for its
mediation with “their suwuare‘xg:rrJ
but the singunlarity of this apph.
oation will be st‘mkmg, when’ ve
eonsider’ the 'pérsons applied fo,
and the Obj?é% wgshed E;g bg -ob, -
tained. The¢ CaibOIA;:s of Irdand.

desire to be pface Qn ghe fqo?ig&

of e‘?e other %t%q %ﬂi&% | tq,,
10
;Vectaoif 37 &:i' ?93 .Yg?é%
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Cortez.of S-pa\in, whose first article
is, that the Catholic shall be the
only religion tolerated in their
country. Now in this kingdom is
the fullest toleration of the Catho-
lic religion. Its chapels are nu.
mrerous 3 its worship is undisturb.
ed; it has public schools and col-
leges, for the education of its cler-

and lanty. They desire more
than this, and, for this purpose,
spply to the good offices of the
Cortez. who would be shocked at
the appearance of Protestant sub-
jects in Spain, with any
indulgences, We were in hopes,
on the abolition of the Inquisi.
tion,_that much was gained in be.
balf of rehigious liberty, and we
do not despair of this being ulti-
mately the case; but the real
state of religion has been hitherto
imperfectly known, and the ap-
proaches to Christian freedom are
buat slow. Though the Irquisition
s abolished in Spain, very severe
laws have been established to pro-
tect the Roman faith. Among
them this 1s retained from the oid
Jaws :— *‘ Heretics may be accused
by, any person, befor. the bishops
or their vicars, who are 1o exa-
mine them in the articles of their
gai\.h,'and the sacraments, and on

nding them to err in any thing
which the Roman church holds,
they are 10 endeavour to coanvert
Rhem,, and draw thcm from the
error by good reasoning and mild
persuasion, and to .pardor. them
on their return o the true faith
Pul'if they will not quit their ob.
stinate judgment, ﬂie'y are (v give
them to the secatar judges to be
punished in th :6 manndr =it the
‘heretic be a preacher, he is to be

v

Al .

urned with fire, o 'that hé dies,

of these
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inflicted’ on those, %6 Bélieve that:
there are nelthrr rewafds nor puns
ishments 1n another world; aud if
a persen countenance heretics, he
shall be banmished or kept in pri.
son, and the goods of condemned
hereties shall go to their children
and dependants being Catholics,
or to the King or ‘the church, in
case they have no children.”
This being the case in Spain,
though we doubt whether the laws
would be put strictly in force 4t
the preseut day, we are very glad
that the Irish Catholics are making
an application 1o the Cortez, and
we hope that the _request will
meet with ample discussion. It
surely will be -incousistent with
the Cortez to beg for any favour
for the Catholics 1n this country,
which it will not grant to Protes-
tants in Spain, and thuas' the wéso.
ciation between the two cotintries
will be attended with advantdges
to both, It would, indeed;-"be a
pleasant strife, an cryady s, a
holy emulation, - which should 'do
most for the benefit of their ie.
specuive subjects. 'Of eoarse,on
the matter being Pproposed by
Spain, England would naturally
feply.— Let all pains and -penal.
ties on the subject of réligion be
removed in your ceuntry, ‘and
then we will mutually discuss
what farther can sately be ailéwed
to dissidents frem the established
rehigion, - and whatever ' you will
grant to Protestant: subjects 1in
your countrys that we will allm’v’
to Catholic subjects in our -own.
Upon this - basis’ a Committee of
Spanish Catholics, from the Cor-
tez, and of FEnghsh - Protestants,
frorh our Parliaitnefit,' -inight lay

‘down

e W i o L i€ stime - prigerptes’ ' which
- “{he" Me‘iﬂmﬁ Wetitsis' o’ be”"vi'iadi'd“épffyf&aéﬁu,@es'* ';Q,; wybis the
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Chpistian maxim of doing to one’s
neighbour what we wish to be
done to ourselves, than any that
are maintained-at present, in ei-
iber' Catholic or Protestant siates.
--The other point resulting from
ihe Catholic Questiom is lrkely to
occupy the early attention ot Par-.
Rameit, at 1ts next meeting. The
Speaker in addressing the throne
at the close of the sessions, allu.
ded, among cther subjects, to the
pmposed Catholic bill, and speak-
ing. of it, he said,— ¢ Other mo-
mentous chauges have been pro-
posed for our consideration. Ad-
“hering, however, to those laws
by which the throne, the pariia- t
inent and the government of this
country are made fundamentally
Protestant, we have not consented
. to-allow that those who acknow.
ledge a foreign jurisdiction should
_be authorised to administer the
powers. and jurisdiction of this
_realm ; willing as we are, never-
- theless, and willing as I trust we
1ever shall be, to allow the largest
scape 10 religious toleration.” Now
a question arises here, whether the
. Speaker has given, in these words,

a fair statement to the sovereign.

~ of what occurred ig, the House of
Commons. A bi’ﬂ& was proposed
for relief to the Catholics, and all
parties allowed that something
. should be done. In the discus-
sion of the clauses, a difference
of opinion took place, and a
- clause having been rejected by a
very small majorty, the propo.
sers of the bill declined to go far-
ther with it, iniending, at the
next sessions, to renew the sub.
Ject. . Nothing, therefore, can be
said to ha,ve been done, bu. a dis-
- ‘position. has appeared to makea
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are at present in force agamst the
Cutholics. [Is the ‘Speaker thHem
right in his assertion, that the
throne, the Parliament and the
government of this country, are
made tundamentally Protestant ?
Docs he mean to say, that the le<
gislature of this country is bound
b) any law, or by any controul=
ing force, which shall prevent any
decision on thishead? 1Itis to be
recollected that the throne, Par-
liament and government of this
couniry were, for many centuries,
Catholic,—that they changed the
rcdigion then by law’ established,
and introduced sumething between
the then Catholic and present Pro-
testant, which fixed ‘by degre&s
nearer to the present opinions :
and it was scarcely fixed, wheén
the Parliament abolished all the
new opinions, and ré.established
the Catholie religion. This lasted,
however, only during a shdrt
rcign, when, by the authoﬁ‘ty of
Parhhament, it was again remmfed
and the Protestant rehgxon agﬁm
established, by the same autbpr)-
ty, has remamcd with occasidpal
variations in its faith and’ worship,
the established religion of* ‘the
country. But in these chail; Iges
we see nothing fundamentally\es-
tablished nothmg, in short, esgab-:
lished lhat the legislature of thls
country cannot alter; and the
Parliament of this coun(ry
as competent to establish by 'law
any religion it pleases, as were
the Parhaments of Henry: tlre
Eighth, Edward thé Sixth, Mary

and Elizabeth. Should” tﬁ%exq
sessiop  perceive that 1he m;elgn
jurisdiction  alluded:. to the

bpeakm,‘ )dOe.s not ll}ter;fstrgeqthh
the civil qlhg}ft (‘:e to’ 'the’ gove-

gFeayalieration in'the laws, which reigp, gﬂﬁ, uﬁﬁ“ﬁh vng,&}x%" le to
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the occasion, by which catholics
shail be -put on the same footing
with their protestant fellow.sub-
jects they will not be deterred by
the insinuation that they are act-
ing agatnst any fundamental law
in this kingdom ; for a fundamen-
tal law must be prior to, or at
least: coeval with, the origin of
parliaments. ,
~The great measure respecting
the Unitarians was not likely to
pass without notice from that hody,
and the first public notification
was from the Book Society, esta-
blhished in London, which had a
meeting upon the occasion, in
which several Resolutions were
passed, expressive of their grati-
tude to the legislature, and their
hopes that this is enly a prelude
to more enlarged views of tolera-
tion, and the restoration of all
men, whatever may be their reli-
gious oplmons, to the rights en-
joyed -by their fellow subjects.
Mr. W. Smith was not forgotten,
and the thanks of the meeting
were. voted to him in a manner
that would fully meet his feelings,
and' be considered by the puh ie
as jJustly his due.
is likely to be generally followed.
A curicus case has arisen,
which 15 likely to occagion much
discussion in the established .sect,
and some jnquiry into the state of
the evangelical party. in that sect.
Two modes -are established in this
kingdom of-dicensing places .of
worship, the. one. for the e¢stab<
lishpd, the other for all . the wther
sects. K orshe former, apeculiar
set of terémonies §s performed by
the offi¢er £alled the bishop.; and
a culengymans cannatoofficiate. in
ny-public +pla oenefwomtnp m

““"‘"5‘ ¢ SetrTReHiEi have. ot

This example
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been pérformed, % tlgou_t. mcp -
ring or exposing Kimsellig B¢ fen
nalties of schism, . Keog. the of gg
sects a simple. registering of the
placeis sufficiem. It appearsthat
in the diocese of Chichester a
clergyman has been officiating,
and has a very tespec&able CONa
gregation in a.place which the bi-
shop has not set apart for this ser-
vice, and being.of the exangelical
persuasion, lhe. has fallen under
the censure of some persons who
think it right 10 animadvert upen
this circumsiance. They say,
that the place must be licensed in
one of the two ways above-men.
tioned, and it should seem that
there could be no difficulty.in. the
case. Buat the generality. .of .our
readers are not perbayps aware of
the whole extent of this question,”
We do not know wl}at is ,the sigte .
of the chapel, nor nnder what -
c;rcumstmes it was built, ‘but as’

longas itis unconsecrateﬁ, it re.

mains private property, and, the.
moment the. cergmeony, s, perforxm
ed, the land and buildings become *
part of .the patrimony ol the esy

tablished sect, and thg -appoipis

ment of the minister must be.made -
accor -to .its rules. - Heonge -
this. questmnas of no small import.
ance-; and it'involves many char
pels built ypen gpeculation. . .If -
they .are. et cousecrated; thay
arc digsenting chapels, and.the
clergy caonot officiate ip them;
and to consecrate them . would de»
stray the views of the specalators.
‘We .shall watch the progress of
this guestion, awhich_ is. lgkely ta
divide the.. ewangehga.l clasgy inie
two . classes, 40 which jin.no.shoit
space of; time .apfr?prim terms
wilk be applied,
Fhe sgmwﬂnﬁanmﬂmmmm- '
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etiul di.'ve d,but.cve
c’!{iﬂ :iéa? or Bees fokl)cl:gd toaceﬁ:;y
gion kﬂ tHe créel warfare, which has s6
loplg bharrassed the northern and middle

nons. - Bonaparte is stili in Germany
regula’tmg his s and his kiogdom
with Ris’ arccﬁstcmied energy. The
srmistice is not bfoken and negociations
are dommenced- for a’ gencral peace.
The 'mectittg of the delegates is to be at
?rafée bat every thing will most pro-
bdbly be setrled b% ‘the reéspective courts
be&n'btﬁd ‘wgseribly ‘is-held, which in
face: will lave Yitile 'to do but to adjust
the :ceremonial of signatures. The Earl
of Abreideen is ‘gzope from this country
it 4 public chafacter, but what is his
aii§siori - tie ‘Must discover.

+ihe |
%e whole rebts Avithii the three powers,

Rassiay Austria and’ Pranee :- the se-
condary powers muit' submit to their
ffunution. - If t’i'ﬁey are agreed,
théh Ehglaud wﬂi be* ‘1éf¢ to tontinue
the:'was by hersél, and' Spaiti is the
oi’g}y plaec -for . h&!’“&XCﬁ!ODS and if
the er add Austdia and Russia
m;’i,mé i, ‘another calamitous war
withHié théconsequence ‘But'the pro
bahilivy isthat peace will be established
between the three pewers, with suffi-
cxen%iy , rerms to e€ach ;
and it En fand entcrs into theu' v;ews,
nevwr ‘drrahy’ - De‘njedé with
respece o Spain, which’ shall prevent
thatupbappy country from being any
lon er tgbogp; of cm}tennou.h b
't the horr of war, thou
'35 e N%;;sth h‘gve,, on asgmai er
> infeed s Yéipned in’ 'the’ “Pirénees.
Thﬁﬂms&ﬂt of the battle of Vittoria was

the ol ‘% . of thcy“?mam,s -of. thc chh
ne
ame?% its ’b%rde?x"g; z’i?dg thc s:c es of

thelitwo * towns,' ’S”ebasttan ‘and
Wépgﬁnngg,'rarﬂi cve these towns was

sua

qs.ta ghe French, ‘and.

?s view oqfﬁ, their newly ap-

Pointed ‘eneral exerted himself to the
utmest: in the levzy of fresh {reo 5

souatly  of Firange, - On ‘the

hq“fi, the a}hca hm‘neq on as fast as

ey 1d he siege:, hut At
bastian ‘k}ih wcm& or'ce d$

obl:g»w an" ' imi

we

tam ad\ n made

B‘Vey Ps {or‘ %rea Q;‘a%}qast; the under-

Whlch mc:x le and an
assauwﬁ&l&?ég' e,’ with an
energy of the Briti sh character.

‘French carried away

‘not permittin

1o
to Dr Buchanan for valuable u}forma-
t10

‘f‘;‘:

h@%@ﬁapnr lahoui‘. ives ‘m/ﬂ' meh to I,
~dungeon, asag’ bmuog;and the stigle

'(t): trifz oel:cgrz)&eg’%ﬂﬁﬁ ﬂ mt
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This only. increased their less for thé
French were too securely posted to be
injured by the attack, and the allies were
under the nétessity of retiring, exposed
toa dreadful fire from the enctny, who,
by a sortie, aggravated their loss. At
this moment, Soult was marchin intg
Spain, and, with a large and well-a ap-
poipted army, made an attack on the
whole  line of the allies. At first,’ he
was successful in compelling them to
abandon several of their posts, and a
week passed in a suecession of battles or
errmxshes The result of the whole
was, however, that he failed in his at= "
temp ti being compeled to retreat; and
the allied army reassumed very nearly
their -original positions. The loss on
both ‘sides’ was very great, but what, is
not ascertained, for returns have -onlf
been made of the British and Porty-
guese ; that of the Spamards and French
has’ not been given from" authority.
Prisoners were made on both sides, con~
voys were taken by the allies,” but the
with them four
guns of the Portugucse, losing none of
their own, as the nature of the country
their usuzl mahceuvres
with them, they had been sent into
France. Thc honour of these affairy
rests with the allied army, which cagnot -

‘expect to epjoy it long without interru P.

tion.
- Spaim has got rid of its Nuncio,
whose interference in her domestic

-affairs could no longer be tolecated ;

and the Pertugueze government.

given a presage of no small impyrove-’
ment. The news has arrived,  that
that. . abeminably wicked mstxmlon,

. the 1nqwmuo of an,, hag bgep ”W!‘

Bl‘essed and its b

public curiosity.

uildings laid
Vt'négare inde

on this impious plaee, conducted
with the same forms as those of eeclesi-
astical courts,but proceeding far beyoud

in them in acts of cmelty A long and

tedious imprisonment may follow ex-
communication in this country; bat

the wiretches convigt. in ndd ehan‘ed

from sog mtt;;rgpuxsg. o ,
th e&s :
: ] o w.

e prayem of 8 8
i a prwon, {s%

The Mexyicans ﬂw’ml« e QﬁM

aten,
and establishing their independence
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with - mgmfestos,: proclaiming the
wrongs they bave suffered fiom the
mother country, and the rvights to
which they thiok themselves entitled.
The form of their government is not
clearl laid down, but- whether regal
orxepubhcan, their position will give
them 'great influence in the affairs: of
the new world. The prospect: of re-
conciljation with this country and the
Uuited States scems farther removed ;
and we are sorry tv see sympioins of
recurrence to customs whichwe hoped
wcre becom obsolete. In this un-
. war, where the contending
garn{,s »peak the same lacguage,
1ﬂicnlues arise 1in settlmf of what
State a prisoner is the subject. "Ac-
cording to what are called the laws of
war, 4 the _subject of any coyntyy found
in arms agamnst it is liable o death ;
and some taken by us under this pre-
dicainent are claimed by America as
their subjects; and in case of- pumsb-
ment joflicted on them, retaliation is
threatened. As a general law, that
the . subjects of a country takea in
arms against it shall suffer death, no-

thivg can be more absurd, and how

wietched war po

COrre.sp.rmdcnce. .

can the pruwtpl@ be mmntmﬂeé in
this country, which has 1% its army
and navy men, we m:ght almast say,
from every nation under heayen! Hu-
manity modifies this law in ' all coun-
tries, and it little becomes two coun-
tries which ought. to set- an example

to others in improved civilization to be

deficieut in this virtue.. But this
rtends more changes
in the arty and the skill of the Ameri-
cans prymises to shew:them not infe-
rior to the natives of the old world in
the trade of blood, the horrid arts of
dea-tnqctlon. .

*_* Since ;he “Stﬂte of Publtc At‘.
fmrs” was written, the news has reach-
‘ed this coqnny,;,hat the period of the
armistice has.expiced, that all negati-
Aations. betweeu . the ; belhgc:euts ape
broken, off, and. l;hat war is abuut to
be carried .on. in, Germany, -oR 'a more
awful scale thaun: has. ever, yet heen
witnessed. - A .anillion of men are an
arms! We trftgbi@ to_anticipate the
devastation and slaughter which the
future pages’ of this mlume ma:y have
to record L. - ED.
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- 'We are much concerned to report the ﬂeath of two emment Um’tat ian Mi-

nisters ; the Rev. John Simpson, of Bath and the Rev’. J‘oseph Bealf?y

Cockeymoor, Laacashire. _
\ v .7

< The Obztuary of Mr. Jokn Cioss, of Exeter,
announced 'on the Wrapper of our last number,)
it will be brought intwo. the next

Repository by want of room :

A Report of .the Proceedings of the Trustses of the Yoﬂt" Academy,
held on Frxday last, the 27fh inst. at Manchéstct is prOmxscd

Anpual Meeting,
to us ‘for a 'futurc number.

, of
)

(w’hos; squen decedse’ was
is étclu&ed from this t}ndnt’h’

' N ‘,

i, afq thcxr
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We must again intreat our corrcspbﬂdcn ts to hdve pancncc &ntl} us’; 5 _the "lcngih

“of some of their commumcatxons tncs our panenc'e not a httle.

Our re&dcrs will see, upon mspectxon *of our pa es,‘tfm% ‘we do not insert

literary nofices : tbc¥
of the monthly pub
the ¢ ustbrg

cdltm a booﬂgcllbrs.

¢

are, in fact, advertzsmwnts, and’
ications have an article madé up’ of "theén
is oBbvidus ,—it serves as dn océwﬂon fot mteréi;

1o thc éover. Some
“but the;ca‘ml of
puffs, ptoﬁtaﬁlc to
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