
To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

sir, York, Nov. 30, 1808,
YOU have desired , I would

furnish you with a Memoir
of my late most wort hy and hi gh-
ly honoured friend , the Reverend
Theop hilus Lind^ey : but it would
be impossible to compress the
events of a life such as hi& ? had
I abilities and leisure for the un-
dertaking, within the narrow li-
mits of a periodical publication.
The utmost therefore I can at-
tempt is to give a short outline of
a few interesti ng circumstances,
in order to assist such of your
readers as are unacquainted .with
them , in forming some idea of
the ex t raordinary excellence of
his character : and having enjoyed
the unspeakable privilege of his
friendshi p and that of Mrs . Lind-
scy, for a period of more than
for ty years, it gives me ?orne sa-

* The Edito r cannot refrai n from expressin g in the name of his readers , his
th anks to Mrs. Cappe , for her obliging and prom pt acquiescence in his wish that
she would favour the world , throug h the medium of the Monthly  Repository , with
some account of the earlier part of the life of her late venerable friend. 4i This
lad y,** says Mr. Belsham , in his Memoir of Mi\ Urtdsey, attached to his Funeral
Ser mon , p. 58, alludin g to Mr?. Cappe, «.« was the earl y and intima te friend of
Mr , and Mrs. JLindsey, and tp her honour be it spoken , almost alon e, remaine d
firm l y att ached to them in their chang e of circumstances/ '

tisfaCtion, not however unmixed
with sentiments -of tender regret

^to add my testimony such as it is,
to the general tribute of affec tion
and respect which cannot fail oi
being paid to his memory.

Devoted to the sanctuary fro m
his earliest ̂ youth , by a mother
eminently pious, the wish of
whose heart it was, that she mi ght
live to see her son a minister of
the gospel ; engaged as his own
mind had ever been in the same
honourable cause ; endowed with
talents of no ordinary occurrence,
and anxious to make the neces-
sary attainments which should
qualify him in future for ex tensive
usefulness, the highest expecta-
tions were early formed by his
friends of the eminence to which,
he would one day attain , and his
uncommon progress in learning,
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bis piety and exemplary conduct
even whilst at school , and after *
vrards at the Universit y^ gave
them evcrv reas on to believe that
their expectation s wer e well-
founde d . The Huntin gdon fa.*-
mily, and Lad y Anne Hastin gs
in part icula r , a lad y eminen t for
lier piety and many other fine
endowments , were his earliest
patrons ; with them he constant -
ly spent the summer vaca tions,
an d his amiable manners , cheer -
ful disposition and unaffected
humility secure d him tha t inter -
est in thei r heaits , for which his
litera ry prog ress and the hi gh cha-
racte r given of him by his tutors ,
had paved the wa y. Alread y in
thei r imag ina tion was he seated
in the episcopal chai r , and being
introduced by Lord Huntin gdon ,
on his leaving Camb rid ge, to
Algernon Duke of Somerset as
his domestic cha p lain , no doubt
rema ined of his future hi gh de-
stination * In this illustrious
house he soon became a great
favouri te ; was entrusted with
pap er's of the highest importance
to the family, and considere d by
them in the li ght of a confiden -
tial friend. He was with the m
at the time of the Duke s death ,
wh<pt m he affecti onatel y attended
in his last illness; and after that
event still continued to reside in
the family as chap lain to the
Duch ess. This Lad y, when Count .
ess of Hartford  ̂ was much cele-
brated for her wit and beaut y,
and altho ugh her bri ghtest days
were now passed , she had still
the fir st characters at her table ,,
whether for station , talents or
literature , to all of whom her
chaplain was introduced , as a
young man of the greatest hopes
an d expectations. And as a
fore tas te of the good fortune

which awaited him, an old lady
who was the intim ate frie nd of
the Duchess , gave him her ri ght
of alternat e presentation to th e
valuabl e living of Chew Ma gna ,
in : of vvhic h
how ever he never made th e slight-
est pecuni a ry advanta ge. The
occasion of his leaving the Duch -
ess, was in orde r to accompan y
her gran dson, the prese nt Duke
of Northumber land , then a youth
at tton School , an d whose con -
st itution was ver y delicate , to the
South of Fr ance , for the reco-
ver y of his health ; the family
not daring to entrust him to the
care of any one bu t Mr. Lindse y.
They remained there two years ,
and the faithfu l tutor brou ght
back his pup il in recovered health ,
and so much impr oved in his
learnin g, that he took a higher
form at Eton on his return , than
any of his contempora ries wh o
had remained there th e whole
time. During th is inte rval , the
Duchess of Somer set died , leav-
ing it in charge with her daug hter ,
the late Duchess of Northumber *
land , as her las t injunctio n, tm
provide for Mr. Lindse y . On his
ret urn, the valu able living of
Kirb y Wh iske, in the North Rid ing
of this county, and in the gift of
that famil y, hap pening to become
vacant , JM r. Lindse y was indu ct-
ed to it to hold for a relation of
thei r's of the name of Revelyr
but the young gentleman dying
before he was of proper age to be
ordained , it was offered to Mr. L.
in perpet uity. This otter Mr. L*
would pr obabl y have accepted .
had not Lord Hunting don mad e ft
point of his takin g the living of
I ' iddlctown , in Dorsetshire , whic h
happened to be vacant at the tira c,
and which was in his own gif t ^it was not so valuable as Ki rby
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Whiskc, but that was considered
as of no' moment to one , who
would soon obtain much hi gher
preferment, and the family of
H astings could not endure the
idea of his owing his firs t perma-
nent establishment to any one but
themselves. Mr. Lmdsey 's pre-
decessor at Piddletown , Dr. Daw-
ney, had lived there in considera-
ble splendour. He had opened
a bowling-gree n , and kept a pub-
lic day once or twice in the week ,
on which occasions he entertain-
ed tl^e nei ghbouring gentlemen.
His successor, although no ene-
my to cheerfu l society or innocent
amusement on proper occasions,
did not think a life like this ex-
actl y suited to a minister of the
gospel. He set out therefore, on
a quite different plan ; devoting
his t ime princi pally to the study
of the scri ptures and to the good of
t he people committed to his care.
This decision formed so immedi-
ately, was surel y very extraordi-
nary in a young man accustomed
to move in the first circles ; whose
own natural disposition was not
unasp iring , and whose refined
taste and polished manners gave
him a hi gh relish for elegant so-
ciety . But his whole heart and
j mind was set in conformity to the
elev ate d sentiment of his favourite
Milton , in his Samson Agonistes,
fc * to leant and do what migh t be
Xlhristian virtue * ;" and this was
the talisman which preserved him
from the contag ion of vanity ox-
worldl y ambition , in a soil wheie
they arc usually most prol i fic.
puring h i^ retirement at Piddle-
town, Mr. Lindsey 's first doubts
KM?m to have arisen on the subj ect
of the tr inity, and as he tells us
in the last chapte r of his Apolo-
gy, " compelled him to a closer

study of the scriptures with regard
to it *." He proceeds in that in-
teresting work to state the result,
and to enumerate some of the ar*.
guments by which he was prevail-
ed upon ai that time to continue
in the church , and by whi ch, foe
says, he brought himself in time
" to remain tolerably quiet and
easy in it." A few yea re after
this, in August l?60, he married
Miss Hannah Elsworth , daugh-
ter in law of the late eminent
Archdeacon Blackburne, of Rich-
mond , in Yorkshire ; and in the
year 1763, the living of Catter-
ick becoming vacant by the death
of my father, the Rev . Jeremiah.
Harrison, Mr. L. made interest
to obtain an exchange, not with
any view to greater pecuniary ad-
vantage, for Piddletown was in
every respect preferable, but that
he m ight be nearer the relations
of Mrs. Lindsey, and especially
that he mi ght be near Archdeacon
Blackburne. Here it was, in the
following year, that the write r of
this imperfect Memoir , had fi rst
the privilege of being introduced
to the subject of it. Ypung at
the t i-me, unin formed and accus^tomed to the society of those
among my general acquaintance
who form their estimate of right
and wrong in the scale of com*
monly received opinion , I was
little qualified to comprehend ,
or dul y to appreciate the full ex-
cellence of such a character ;
yet 1 was exceedingly interested
by the amiable, unassuming dis-
position of my new friend , by
the patience with which lj e en-
deavoured to set right every mis-
take or prej udice, by his total
dis regard of every personal indul-
gence, and by his unwearied so-*
liciuidc to make all around Jjj n*

1* Apology , p. 22S'
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good and happy. It was not true
of him as of some eminent cha-
racters, that like certai n large
cities, they appear noble only
when seen at a distance, f or  his
habits and temper were as amia-
ble as his princi ples were excel-
lent. I was very frequently a
visitor in the family dur ing  the
ten years he resided at Catterick,
and I never once saw the least
tendency to fretfu l ness or caprice ,
or an approach to i l l  humour  on
any occasion whatever. It  was
the constant subjec t of his thoughts
in what  manner he could most ef-
fectuall y benefit the peop le com-
mitted to his care, whether in their
temporal or eternal interests ; and
to this en"3 a plan of great frugality
was adopted by himself and Mrs;
Lindsey, (who perfectly acceded
to his views) that  they might have
the power of distributi ng books
in aid of personal i nstruction , of
giv ing medicines to the sick , and
food to those cc who were ready
to perish with hunger." But it
M as on a Sunday evening chiefly,
w h e n  the labou rs of the day were
over—a day devoted to the pub -
lic and private instruction of the
congregation at large, of the chil-
dren of those who composed it *of servants and 'others who at-
tended in his own stud y, — that
the irradiations of a mind so hea-
venl y were the most striking.
Never shall I forget , as he walk-
ed across the room with  cheerfu l
and animated step, unmindfu l of
weariness or fati gue , discoursing
perhaps on the beauties of crea-
tion , the goodness of God every
wticre manife sted , the pe rfect
examp le of Christ , or on the he-
roism *]nd v i r tue  of marty rs and
confessors gone to thei r  re \Vnni ;
how his eyes would sparkle with
dclf gh t . AV.faon, he would say,

will the happy t ime arrive that all
men will  be virtuous and happy ?

Al thoug h Mr. L. had so far
quieted hi s scrup les as to continue
in the church , he had firm ly re-
solved never to accept any farther
preferment, and had ref used re-
peated offers from others, but es-
pecially from the Duchess of
Northumberland , who was ex-
ceedingly solicitous to fu l fi l the
promise made to her dy inii parent
of placing him in affluence. At
length , when the Duke was ap..
pointed to the viceroy shi p of Ire -
land , she wrote to make him an
otfer which she hoped he would
not refu se, of being appointed the
Duke 's first chap lain , the certain
prelude to a bishopri ck :—this,
she said , did not involve in it fresh
subscri ption to the articles or new
engagements of any kind , and
that , far from doi ng him a favour,
the Duke and hei self should con-
sider his acquiescence as a favour
conferred on themselves — that
they should want the society of
so kin d and fai thful  a friend in a
situation so new and untried . I
was at Catterick at the time,
and I remember the lette r.— M r.
Lindsey 's rep ly was full of gratu
tude f o r  the offered kindness,
but the refusal was firm and de,.
cisi ve, for he had then formed
the reso lution , u the clerical pe-,
t i t ion  at that t ime before parlia-
ment , should be rej ected, to re-
li nquish the  church altogether.
The DucTiess made cne effort
more to se t t le  h pension on him
and Mrs . I,, for their joint  lives
on the Irish establishment.  But
this also was refused in a manner
not less firm than the former.—
What benef i t , he said'/ had he or
Mrs . L. ever conferred on the
Irish , that  should entitle them to
such a remuneration !
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The time now drew near when
the fate of the petition would be
finall y decided.—Mr. L. had long
ant ic i pated the probable result,
and was making silent and gradual
preparation for the event which
was to ensue;—not however by
saving a purse of money, for both
he and Mrs, L. continued their
accustomed chanties, and had
tnis year .th e additional expence
of inoculating all the poor chil-
dre n in the parish, the small pox
being then very fatal in the neigh-
bourhood. Mrs. L. attended
them, in person, gave thorn all
their  medicines, and was so suc-
cessfu l in her attendance, that
she did not lose a sing le patient.
The final close of Mr. Lindsey 's
labours in the established ch u rch-- — — -̂ — ^  ̂ -̂  ™— ^  ̂

—¦— 
¦ —^- -~r -̂  -̂  — ^^^ —¦- ¦ — — -̂ p* -—-̂  -̂ ^̂  ~ â  ^^^  ̂ -̂ ^̂  -- m VH

together with the reasons which
led to it , are detailed at some
length in the "Apology," al rea-
dy refer red to, and are well known
to the public.  But no one per-
haps" who was not a witness of the
scene , can dul y appreciate the
di .iJicu .lty and "magnitude of the
sacrifice* Some of his feelings
on this try ing occasion., are a fifect-
ingly adverted to in the following
passage of his farewel address to
his sorrowing parishioners, which
he who can read unmoved must
have a hear t  of no common tex-
ture. iC To leave" he says, u a
station of ease and affluence ., and
to have to combat with various
strai ghts and hardshi ps of an un-
certain worl d , is but a dark pros-
pect. But  we must will ing ly
submi t  to this  hard lot , when not
to be avoided without  deserting
©ur duty to God and his t ruth.
And we have great encourage-
ment given us by our div ine mas-
ter and saviour Christ , Matthew
x. 32. * Whosoever shall confess
jtne before men, him wil l I also

confess before my father whaJs ia
heaven.' And Mark x. 2£, 30.
4 It is of small concern in what
outward circumstances we pass
over the short term of life, if we
can but obtai n that blessed ap*.
probation in the end— * Well done,
good and laithfu l servant ;—enter
thou into the j oy of thy Lord.*
Matthew xxv. 23." But these
risks and privations were far from
being; all which on-this raemora*
ble occasion he was called upon
to endure :—the coolness of some;
the direct opposition of others
with  whom he had long been in*
timatel y connected ; the aliena-
tion of friends,, and the ridicule
and contumely of enemies, were
all brought against him to destroy
his peace of mind and to attempt
the ruin of his character. Re-
specting t h-e first , for a very short
time they did succeed. But the
attack upon the latter was instan t-
ly repelled by the fa i thfu l testi-
mony of a life unifo rm ly spen t in
the  constant discharge of every
Christian virtue. On leaving
Cattcrick- Mr. Lindsev 's fu rni-Cattcrick , Mr. Lindsey 's fu rni-
tu re, p late and china were all
sc>l d to defray the expence of their ,
j ourney to London , and to pro-
vide for the subsistence of him*
self and Mrs . Lindsey after theif
arrival there, unti l  some other
plan could be adopted. Even the
greater part of h i s  valuable libra-
ry which he had been many years
in collecting, was sent to York
and disposed of. Well do I re-
member his farewel sermon, tak-
en from the 20th of Acts and the
32nd verse,- and preached to &
very crowded congregation, and
never did I witness or experience
such heart-rending sorrow :—the
preacher alone was calm and col-
lected , for it was extraord inary
that with a sensibili ty the most
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acute, he possessed the most per-
fect sel f-command—-with a tem-
per the most miki and condescend-
ing, a firmness and coura ge where
duty was concerned , that nothing
could surprise or subdue. It is
remarkable that not one of his
former friends came forward on
tliis try ing occasion to his assist-
ance and support. This honour
was reserved by the providence of
God to be conferred on strange rs.
Eventuall y however, he was sup-
ported , and that  amp ly : but here
Mr. Editor 1 must conclude. The
subsequent part of the hist ory of
my late venerable and invaluable
friend , is well knenv n to most of
your readers . With what  accept-
ance he preached unt i l  his y Oth
year in Essex Street, to a re-
spectable and enli ghtened audi-
ence ; how much he. was esteemed
and beloved , by a very extensive
circle of friends and acquaint-
ance ; with what alacrity and ar-
dour he constantl y persevered in
every good word and work ; and
with what patience, re signation ,
and even cheerfulness he bore the
many and increasing infirmit ies

To the Editor of the Monthl y  Repository .
JVa rcJt am ^

s i r , Nov. 19, 1808.
" The manner" in which Mr.

Kentish has animad verted in your
last number, (p. 562.) on the no-
tide of the death of the Rev.
Joh n Edwards, inserted in the
Monthly Reposi tory for Septem-
ber last , induces me as the writer
pf th at article, in vindicat ion of

of declin ing age, ever repeating,
that cc what God wills is best,*1
let others witness, for they can
testify,—Of what  moment is it
to him now, that his early path
of duty was dark and diff i cul t ?
But I retract the inquiry ; it was
and ever will be of the utmost
moment. Devoted as he was
through the whole of a long life
to the service of his Maker ; fol-
lowing as he did with patient and
unwearied steps, the illustrious
examp le of his Divine Master ; he
will on this account take his place
proportionabl y hi gher ; his piety,
forti tude, and integrity , tried and
perfected in the furnace of afflic-
tion , will  shine with bri ghte r lus-
tre ; his crown of glory will be
more resplendent, and when agog
of ages shal l have rolled away ,
t he glorious career will stil l pro-
ceed y and he will approximate
for ever nea rer and still nearer to
the eternal fountai n of all per-
fection ! I am Sir,

Your constant reader,
And since re well-wisher ,

CATH. CAPPE.

my own character, to assert mosf
positively, that the facts as there
stated , are perfectly correct.

I was not only official ly employ-
ed on the coroner's inquest , but had
other means of niaking mysel f
well acquainted with the circum-*
stances, which led to the death
of that unfortunate gentleman:
Yet Mr. Kentish ^ftcr insinuati ng
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that my statement was not true,
44 on the authority of a very re-
spectable correspondent at Exeter,
and after a carefu l examination
of his circumstan tial narrative ot
that even t/' comes to this conclu-
sion—" that Mr. Edwards lost his
life while he was bathing ."

Now Mr. Editor , I must ask
your candid waders, whether af-
ter perusing my statement , t hey
did not come to the same conclu-
sion ? For what did I state ? Why,
that Mr. Edwards found a mo-
mentary benefit from the water,
and that bathing led to his death!
It is true, I stated further , t h at
Mr, Edwards left his home la-
bouring under a mental disease ;
and this is what I firs t supposed
upon reading Mr. Kentish' s letter ,
that he meant to doubt ;  but up-

on referring to his sermon on the
same melancholy event , (lately
published ,) I find that he not
only admits this, but much more,
by say ing that u the seeds of this
grievous malady appear to have
been sown in his (Mr. Edward s's)
constitution ."

I am therefore really at a loss
to divine , what could be Mr.
Kentish's moti ve in impeaching
my veracity, and I am com*
pelled , (unwill ingl y I own,) to
resort to this mode of ju stify-
ing myself, hop ing that after hav-
ing admitted Mr. Kentish's letter ,
vour candour will not refuse this
mJ

a place in your next number.
I am , Sir ,

Vour obliged servant ,
JOHN MORTIME R ,
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To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

Philade lp hia ,
sin , August 26\ 1808.

Your Repository for May lia s
just now reached me, in which ,
under the department of " Intell i -
gence," &c. I find some stric-
tures upon the code of Regula-
tions adopted by t\\vj in>t society
of Unitaria n Christians in this
c^ty . The comp lexion- of these
strictures is such , that as a mem-
ber of the society, and of the
committee appointe d to prepare
and report t hose Regulations for
thei r consideration , I feel myself
constrained to take some notice of
them.

In the fou rth paragr aph, which
wears a sur pr ising air of incon-
sistency with the rest of the art i -

cle, it is observed , that *c the
rules reduce the author ity of the
pastoi ; to a degree , to which few
ministers on this side the Atlant ic
would stoop ." If  your In telli-
gencer be an Episcopalian , either
catholic or protestant , it is con-
sistent in him to hold the doctrine
of an authority ori ginally inhe-
rent in the cleri cal character, and
to stigmatize us as having pro-
fanely combined to pu ll it down.
We know well enoug h upon wj iat
ground it is thought lo stand , and
we do not wonder that any rclin*
quishrnent of its imaginary pre-
rogatives should suggest -the idea
of stoop ing. But if he be a Dis-
2Kantor9 and of course the profess-
ed advocate of religious liberty*



it might have occurred to him ,
that although a Christian society
may c:*?st without any person at
iheir head in the ostensible charac-
ter of pastor^ 

yet if the office be se-
parated from the society, it becomes
a mere nullity—a tjiin g that is not.
The unavoidable conclusion is?
that it derives all its importance
from the people. Being associat-
ed in their corporate capacity,
and full y com petent to act effec-
tively, they propose to A , B, or
C^ who is at that  j uncture  pos-
sessed of no official character
whatever wi th  respect to them,
that he shall undertake certain
duties upon certai n conditions ;
and when the agreement is com-
plete the relation commences.
But when this is done, is there not ,
it may be asked , an authori ty in-
cident to the office which it is the
ri ght and duty of the incumbent
to exercise ? Undoubtedl y there is ;
and all parties wi th  one consent
resort to the gospel to ascertai n
its nature and extent. There we
iind that the princi pal' distinction
affected by Christ and his A pos-
tles9 wi th  all thei r extraordinary
qualifications, was that  of minis-
ters or serva nts (thoug h the fi rst
of these terms seems to have lost
its original meaning), and the au-
thority they delegated 7 chiefl y
that of rebuking flagrant often-
clers? aj id put t ing men of differ-
ent ranks and degrees in mind of
the duties peculiar to their sta-
tions*. No w, Sir , unless we are
to revert to the exploded notion
of direct apostolic succession ^whose authori ty  on these occasi-
ons, or on others wherein it is

* Paul even seems to think it possible that the office itself may become unne-
cessary, and work its own extinction * when he says (Eph. iv. n, 12, 13.) " He
gave apostles, prophets , evangelists, pastors and teachers, for the p erfecting of the
•aints—till ws All corns in the unity of the faitfl, &c, unco a perfect man.'*

proper for him to interfere, is he
exercising ? Clearly not his owny
but that of the society, who have
entrusted him with it for these
very purposes^ , whose purity ,
honour and credit he is bound
to consult , and to whose most
important interests he is minis-
tering by such a fa i th fu l  discharge
of his duty ; and if in this he be
not countenanced by the "body
of the church." in vain mav he
look for support in any imag ined
sanctity or official importance of
the clerical character. Our sen-
timents on this head are full y ex-
pre ssed in the " Exp lanat ory Ob-
servations/* p. 18. We hav e
great reason for complaint thafc
they should have -been entirel y
passed over wi thout  notice ; and
we indi gnantly disclai m the in-
tention of imposing any condi-
tions which would derogate from
th at high degree of estimation ,
in which we profess to hohd the
faithfu l, honest and intrep id
Christian minister.

If the pastor possess an author
ri ty superior to, or even co-ordi-
nate with the church in matters
of internal regulation or disci-
p lin ej  much more may it be
thought to belong to him in those
of doctrine. But this I find ex^
prcssly disclaimed in p. 524*1. of
the same Repository for May,
by one whose eminent abilities
and respectable character might
appear to give him no common
title to it. Me says, " Unitar i-
ans will  not adopt imp licitl y nny
doctrines which their teachers
may advance wi thout  examining
how far they agree with what they
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j udge to be the dictates of reason
and the discoveries of revelation.
And may they ever retain this
honourable distinction , t h i s - i n -
quis itive and - independent sp i-
rit."

But if it be with surprise that
1 find the obsolete claims of ec-
clesiastical authori ty advocated
in a publication like you/s, it is
w i t h  equal grief that 1 read in
the next sentence, " Provision is
even made (which is -surely in-
compatible wi th  the respect due
to a Christian teacher) for prefer-
ing comp laints against him/'  
Is it possible, sir, that your in*
telli< *encer could, as he has said.
have the Constitution in his hands ,
and misinterpre t it so wilfull y
and palpably ?  Or are we a set of
fools and madmen who pull  down
with one hand what we build up
with the other? "'These com.
plaints ," says he, " are to be
made in writi ng, and signed by
at least three persons ; they are
then to be laid before the com-
mittee of management9 who are
to p resent them to the whole so-
ciety , &c." Coald he mean p ur-
p osely to omit the words c ' who
shal l take it into mature consi-
deration , and if the comp laint be
persisted in "? If any doubt
could exist , for what intent the
committee are to take these com-
plaintsinto consideration , a soluti-
on mi ght be found in Sect. 6, ot
Art.  I I .  where it is directed that
similar comp laints concerning the
conduct of any member, are to be
exhibited to the committee th at
they may emp loy every p rop er
nwans to remove the cause of of-
f ence ; and it is not t i l l  t he i r  en-
deavours prove ineffectual that
the case is to be broug ht  before
the society ftt l {i>'ge. By th is

Mr. Eddozces, on the Un itarian Society, Phila delp hia. 645

distorted representation, what was
honestly intended , and would ef-
fectual ly operate as a shield and
defence to the pastor's character,
aga inst the shaft s . of calumny, or
the petulance of ignorance anrf
self-coneeit , is made to appear as
an invi tation to their attacks !
Undoubted ly, any such provision
would have been tmnecessary , if
(he supposed sanctity and imma-
culacy of the clerical character
were sufficient to awe the tongue
of slander into silence, and to
keep impertinence at a distance.
But experien ce proves the con-
trary ; and it has been found
that for want of a precaution of
this nature the comfort and use-,
fulness of many a pious and wor-
thy minister have been destroyed.
On the other hand , as to err is
human ̂  his own conduct may not
have been fre e from blame; but
no such tiling seems to have en-
tered into the imagination of 37our
intelli gencer. The resp ect due to
a Chr istian teacher , is to cover,
like charity, a mult i tude of sins ;
and , in contradiction to every
constitutional precedent in this
country , we are expected to ad-
mit  the maxim that certain offi -
cial functions carry wi th  them
an exemption from the possibility
of doins: wrong.

After cursori ly and partially
mentioning the proceedings that
are to take place previous ro a
final decision upon any comp laint
against the pastor , your intelli -
gencer peremptorily avers, that
cc this is overdoing democracy
itself." Democracy, sir , on your
sic|o (he Atlami < ; » may possibl y
mean nwb-government i and in
this  sense it is probabl y intended
to be app lied to the proceedings
of a society professedly Christian.
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With suitable acknowledgments
for the comp limen t, I beg leave
to observe, that in this part of
the world we have more correct
ideas of democracy. It is a fun-
damental princi ple, solemn ly re-
cognized both by our genera l and
state constitutions. But we do
not carry it to extremes. We
quali fy it by representation , be-
cause we know that however pro-
per it mi ght be in an abstract
view for every individual to de-
cide in person upon whatever is to
affect his interests as a member of
the community,  in a large one,
this is impossible. Not so in a
smaller , where upon proper an d
importan t occasions the princi ple
may be resorted to in its simp le
and unrestricted form. The  con.
stitution of our society contem-
plates severa l cases of this kind ,
that now under consideration
among others ; and then , every
individual (legal ly qual i fied) h *is
his vote. This is the utmost
point to which , as I have always
un derstood , a matter of t hi s sort
can be carried. But your intel-
li gencer, in the profundity of his
w isdom , has discovered that our
proceedings go a length even be-
y ond this. I mi ght with equal
propriety speak of nonsense over-
doing nonsense itself '.

But the whole* of thi s isolated
passage is in as direct hosti l i ty to
the princi ples of rational religion
and liberty ,  as it is wi th  justice
and candor. The clergy are held
up as a superior order , whi le  the
peop le, even the best 'i n formed of
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them , are supposed to be a herd
of vul gar, ignorant wretches,
made to be governed and directed
by the nod of their ghostly father ,
or else continuall y on the watch ,
that they may have whereof to
accuse him , and the committee
the medium through which thei r
mal ignant purposes are to be car.,
ried into effect.

I will not , sir , for a moment
doubt of your disposition to re-
pair the inj ury you have (inad-
vert en tly ,  as I am willing to be-
lieve) done our society with the
public , by a mutilated quotation
fro m our Constitution. I have
there fore to requ est that you wil l
do us j ustice to an equal extent ,
by publishing the instrument it-,
self entire *. We are not infal -
lible— We may have committed
errors , and we cheerfull y submit
to the j udgment of our fellow
Christians ; but let us not be con-
demned upon ex p arte evidence.

I cannot conclude without
observing that  the wri ter of the
private letter you mention, as he
has mistaken the circumstance re-
lative to the country of the per-
son alluded to, so he may h ave
misinterpreted the motives which
appear to him to have governed
his conduct. As a p rivate letter
however , it is evident it was not
intended for publication , and it
is to be regretted that  such an use
was made of it.

I remai n, Sir ,
Your's respect fully,

R A. EDDOWES.

* The u Constitution " entire will be found in our Intelligence Department ,
the first Article, Edit.
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QU E S T I O N  TO C 1 IA R I C L O .

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository *
sir, Nov. 22 , 18O8.

Your new correspondent Cha-
riclo, has advanced a number  of
strange assertions, su pported by
as strange pretensions to reasoning.
I believe these may be safely left
to the common sense and the
scri ptural knowled ge of any of
your readers. But he has thoug ht
proper to make one assertion on
a p la i n matter of fact , on which
1 request your' proposal to him of
the following question .

One who has not ions a^o care-
fully read the whole nine  books
of Herodotus , would be obli ged
it' Chariclo will inform the read-
ers of the  Ml Rep . in what part
of his history , that author ,
" speaking of the temp le of Jeru-
salem , says, the images of the

G E N E R A L  A R G U M EN T S  IX F A V O U R  OF T H E  D O C T R I N E  OF
M A T E R I AL I S M .

[C oncluded f rom p .  595.]
lot h. The resurrection of

Christ , is represented in the New
Testament , as involving a most
amaaj ng display of the Divine
power; and it is not un frcquenr ,
that the moral resurrection of the
Gentile world is illustrated bv i t :
hence, the apostle in expressing
his devotional wishes for the
Christian churc h at Ephesus ,
prays> that they mi ght apprehend
the ex ceeding greatness of God's
mighty power, in favour of thosfe
who believed , which says he is so
great, as to resemble the *' work*

ing of his mi ghty power, which
he wroug ht in Christ , when he
raised him up fro m the dead , and
set him at his own right hand in
the heavenly places."

This same *6 mighty p ower 79
is referred to by St. Paul in some
other of his ep istles , and is re-
presented as a power, by which
Christ would be qualified to raise
the dead at the last day ; as for
instance , where he reminds the
Phili ppians of their future ptos-
pects. iC  We look for the saviour
says he, the Lord Jesus Christ,

hi gh priests were put up wi th in
it.'" See M. Rep. p. 541, of the
present volume.

P> S. It may not be unaccept-
able to your correspondents wh6>
a few months ago, laudably pro-
posed some public monument of
honour to Locke, to be informed
that a very noble and impressive
statue of him , by Roubilliac, in
a Grecian habit , stands in a con-
sp icuous part of the college from
which he was, so much to his
honour , expelled , Christ-churc h ,
Oxford. It was presented to
the college by a gentleman of the
name of Lock. The difference
of orthograp hy in the names,
seems to shew that the donor was
no relative to the illustrious logi-
cian. S.
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who shall change our vile bod y,
that Jt may be fashioned like unto
his glorious body, according to
the uH/ 'rking whereby lie is able
to subdue all thin gs unto  himself ."
Now " the exceeding greatness
iif this p ower79 is more manifest ,
more mirac ulous and amazing up-
on the material hypothesis, t han
u pon any other:  for according to
this doctrine our ori ginal powers
of perception and consciousness,
are recoveied by the re-organiza-
tio n of those distinct particles of
w hich our beings were composed ,
and which wil l  mos-t pro babl y
have been sunk down i n t o  that
depth of  corruption , which a
t housand ages wou ld create.—
That perception should be reco-
vered after havinir been lost for su
long a period—-that we should
live a second t ime—that  the prin-
ci ples essential to ident i ty  should
be re -collected , re-organized , and
re-vivified , is a view that is admi-
rable for simp licity and greatness !
and which make s the Divine pow-
er app ear far more tra nseen dant ,
than does that scheme, whic h
supposes tha t  the t h i n k i n g  powers
inhere in something d is t inc t  from
the body—that  they are not sus-
pended by death , and that  the
resurrecti on is a mere re-uniou of
the perci pient wi t h  the  material
part of man : upon this view , not
ha l f  so much is lost by death ,
nor half so much is regained by
the resurrection as upon the m«u
terinl hypo thesis;  nor is the dis-
play of an Omni potent pc*wer so
stupendous upon the former as
upon the latter system. The la-
boured, language of the apostle,
is as natural as it is suitable to a
complete resurrection , whilst a
partial and insi gnificant one de-
pr ives it of its energy and import-
since.
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l6 ih .  All our reasonings up-

on t he article of death are natu-
rall y favourable to the material
hypothesis. There is nothing in
the appearance of death th at
would suggest to us the idea ot
a separat e distinct princi ple from
matter , be i ng the seat of percep-
tion ; for thoug h the whole mart
appears to be lifeless, yet every
part of t he body, even that which
we term the seat of intellect , may
cont inue undctached : nothing
seems to be wanting, but the re-
sp iration of the lungs, and the
conse quent circulation of the
blood ; these we should naturall y
be led to think , would make the
man to live again. The resem-
blance of death throughout the
whole of the animated creation is
in favour of simp le materiality :
every livin g thing in the present
worl d is subject to' death : life
seems to depend upon the same
princi ples , and may be taken
away by the same means, C 4  In
the blood is the life ," was the
reason assigned to the Israelites
for ih iMr  not eat ing blood , and
w hich they were forbidden to do
by a Divine prohibition.

Again , the perception of the
senses , must be the same in many
animals w i t h  that of man , and
the loss of this p erception , either
p art ial l y or tot all y, must be at-
ten ded with  corresponding effects.
Furt h er, consider death in Hie
univer sa l i ty  of the term , i. e,
consider it in relation to the go*
nera i 4:lasses ot intel l i gent  being.
This consideration being most ge-
nera l , wil l  perhaps aftord us the
most correct idea of death.  N ow
in inving a definiti^-fi of this art i-
cle, I would define the death ot
an anim al , the death of a man ,
the death of an angel , and th e
death of the Deity himself , were



he passive, in such a manner, as
would correspond with all these
real or supposed subjects. The
separation of two distinct sub-
stairces,. such as body and soul
are represented to be, is not avow-
edly professed with respect to ani-
mals, by immaterialists them-
selves ; and as to angel s, there
are -no writings or Christians that
maintai n them to be a compound-
ed order of beings : the immate-
rialist represents them as being
pure and exalted spiri ts, and the
materialist considers them as be-
ings whose perception inheres in
one substance, consist in what-
ever it may. Dying, w i t h  them ,
must therefore mean something
different to a separation of sub-
stances, because they have but
one substance ; and with its pec t
to the Deity, who is essential ly
immortal, and of whom we say
he cannot die, what is the speci-
fic idea which we preclude, i. e.
what idea h ave we of that  state
to which His immortality stands
opposed ? The supposed sepu a-
lion of body and sp iri t  wi l l  not
relieve us fro m the diff icul ty !
since his essence is whole and j n -
du isible : n othi nir less th erefore
than ^^dissolution of his attri -
butes—u ceasing to exist in any
conscious stale of beins;—is in-
tended as an opposite to his un-
bounded immortal i ty. These ob-
servations with respect to thre e oj
these particular su bj ects, lay a
foundation for a very imp ortant
question concerning the four th ,
viz. wan : If the death of an
animal , the death of an ange l ,
and the death of the Deity , con-
sist in a loss of consciousness ,
vvh y should the  death of au hu-
man being be an exception ? if
death bu a different state in this

latter case, to any of the forguer,
it should also have a different
name ! but the fact is, that dcatU
upon the material hypothesis is a
term uniform in its meaning,
whilst upon the immaterial sys-
tem, it is perfectly unintelli gible,
and admits of no general defini-
tion.—Lastly :  we may almost
infer the unconsciousness of death ,
fro m the love of life, as well as
from the dread of death. We
cling to li fe, because we imagine,
and imagine just ly, that we can-
not exist without  it : we dread
the approach of death , because
it appears like " a land of dark-
ness, where no light is:" to shut
our eyes upon every visible ob-
j ect, for ever ! is a thought that
would make life itse,lf distressing,
and o\ye to death a more than
terrifi c f o i m !  but  as Christians,
our fears are abated , and our
hopes are revived , by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from tfye
dead.

17th. The moral advantages
of thi s  doc t rine , 'deserv e to be
taken into consideration , and may
be just ly urged in its favour.
The doctrine of simp le materi -
ality is calculated to insp ire the
mind with  h u m i l i i v .  When we
reflect upon the dust as being our
ori gin ; when we contemp late our-
selves as an heap of animated
clay ; we feel ourselves more up-
on a level w i t h  things around us
than  we should do with a fancied
immater ia l i t y  : those p omp ous
say ings which express our celes-
tial ori gin , our  na tura l immor ta l -
ity , &e. are calculated to awaken
vanity, to beget seh.Comp lacen-
cy, and in short , to make us
" think  more highly of ourselves
than we ought to think :"—very
diffe ren t effects did the dpctrine
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we have now beeii contending for
produce upon the ancient patr i-
archs,—up on Abraham , when he
said, " Behold I have taken upon
me to speak to the Lord , who
am but  dust and ash es ;" up on
13avid , who said , iC Thoti know-
est whereof we are made : thou re-
memberest we are but dust \" upon
Isaiah , who said , " Al l  tlesh is as
grass, and all the glory of man
as the flower of the grass ;" and
upon others , who represent them-
selves as having their fou ndation
in the dust , and as being crushed
bef ore the moth.—Tbis doctr ine
is best calculated to insp ire the
Christian 's mind with gratitude.
Contemp lati ng what he is by na-
ture— a frail  and dy ing mortal *
he feels himsel f peculiarl y indebt-
ed to that  good being * who fi rs t
gave rise to his existence , for the
promise of a resurrection to eternal
life by Jesus Christ , which he
hath enga ged to effect.—The sen-
timent of his heart exactl y cor-
responds with that  of the apostle
Peter 's, who introduces his fi rst
ep istle by say ing,—" Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ , which  accord i ng to
his abundant mercy, haih begot-
ten us agai n un to  a livel y hope
(the hope of living again) by the
insurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead , or with St. Paul , who
closes his admirable chapter on the
resurrection of the dead , wi th
devout exultation : ." Thanks be
unto God who giveth us the vic-
tory ," (viz. over death and the
grave) " throug h our Lord Jesus
Ch rist." The Div ine Being shews
us by death , tha t  he can deprive
us of existence if lie please i^—that
what he f irs t gave he can take
away : and if from his own be*
ni gn ity, he is pleased to restore

what he coulH justl y withho ld ,
we have the most increased cause
for grat i tude , which heightens
with the magni tude  o'f the gi ft.
Further, we urge in favour of the
material doctrine , the puri ty of
its tendencj ^ , throughout the
whole chain of the Christian doc-
trine . Had the doctri ne of the
simp le materiality of man been
uniformly maintained , that most
irrational and absurd creed which
asserts, th at 6 * as the body and
soul make but one man , so God
and man make but one Christ ,'1
had never existed ,; neither could
the Romish doctrines of purga -
tory, of prayeis for the dead and
to the dead have ever crept into
the church :—these erro rs would
have had no root from whence
they ' could have sprung ; the wild
imaginations of men would have
been kept more comp letely within
the bounds of rationality ; and
in short , most of the princi pal
corruptions of Christ ianity would
have been prevented .

18th. 1 here is a natural ad-
van tag e in this doctrine , which
may be j ustl y u rged in its favoup,
and that is, the in t imate  con-
nexion between the two states ,
the presen t and the future. Death ,
up on the material hypothesis, is
an unconscious state ; conse-
quentl y, the intervening period
between death and the resurrec-
tion however long, is entirel y lost
in the account. The two perci-
p ient states of man , are the pre-
sent and the fu ture ; and the lat-
ter , to all appearance , will  im-
mediatel y succeed the former .
It was w i t h  th i s  view I conceive,
that the apostles and the first
Christ ians desired to be " cloathed
upon ," " w i t h  their house which
was f ro m heaven. " and thus  it
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was " that mort ality" itself u was
swallowed up of life." It was
under this impression , viz, that
of associating the future state
with the present, that they were
led so uniformly to represent " the
day of the Lord" as being " nigh
at hand ;" and as desi ring " to de-
part and to be with Christ." The
date of the immortal inheritance
upon this hypoth esis, commences
at the close of the mortal ; so
that departed Christians are soine-
tirpes represented as those who
44 inheri t  the promises."

Lastly. The doctrine of sim-
ple materialism, has been coun-
tenanced and supported by the
most eminent Christian philoso-
phers. The great Mr. Locke, who
considered matter as possessing
some solid properties, did never-
theless admit the possibility of its
being rendered perceptible. The
solidity of matter has usual ly been
considered by immaterialists as an
argument which  at once demon-
strates the absurdit}7 of Mr. Locke's
concession : they of course, in
their attempts to define sp iri t  and
to distinguish it- fro m matter, have
divested it of every property in
common with i t :  but how two
such heterogeneous substances can
act upon each other , is a circum-
stance, altogether inex plicable ;

Whi g/' that  belonged to the late
Mr . Town*cn d , but in tj i e Biog.
Brit, it is said generally in/ thtf
article u Chandler ," that the docT
tor wrote 4 < about fi fty papers in
that  work /' The whole consists
of onl y pp. 103. Nos. 33 and
39, were written by Mr. Jackson

whilst on the other hand , the dif-
ficulties arising from the hypothe-
sis of matter bei ng made the sub-
j ect of thought , have been whol ly
removed , by that firs t of Chris*
tian p hilosop hers, the late Rev*
Dr. Pri estley. The doctor, in
his Disquisitions, has introduced
a laroje field of reasoning blended
with ju st observation upon these
subjects. He has proved the im-
material doctrine to be of pagan
ori gin , though like every other
doctrine , which is the offspring
of the imag ination , it has under-
gone various changes and refine-
ments ,—the French unbelievers
have the credit of refining it the
most effectually ! Dr. Priestley
has demonstrated by argument
and experiment , the insolidity
and penetrability of matter ; by
these means, he has removed a
** stone of s tumbling" out of the
way of the immaterialists, and
has done much in aid of the scri p-
tural philosop hy of man. The
suffrage of such a man as the Dr.
in favour of s imp le materialism,
will  certainl y have its weight with,
the reasoning class of Christians ;
and as to those who.decry reason ^we cannot expec t that they will
ever make any proper use of it.

Leicester, " STEVESUS.

ANSWER S TO T H E  INQCTIRE J U

Answers to the Inquirer. 651

Nov. 3, 1808.
M. Ropos. vol . iii. p. 559.

The sermon alluded to , on Prov.
xiv. 24. was probabl y, by the
Rev . William Salisbury , lice lor
of IVIoreton and Hal in g bury,  in
Essex ; published J773. P. 559.
I have not the copy of " the Old



of Leicester, and No. 63, by
Dr. Caleb Fleming.

P. 531, the writer . of the "Re-
m arks on Bishop Hurd's Charge,
in 3 777," was the Rev. IJ r.

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.

JVear Bradf ord , Y<ir}ishire y
sir , Nov\ 5, 1808.

I wish vcrv much to see in some
future number of your \aluable
Repository , an answer to the que-
ries of your correspondent T.
p. 559, as to the papers which
were wi itten by the late Dr. Chand-
ler in the " Old Whi g." I also
am equally anxious to know who
were the writers of the other pa-
pers in that excellent miscellany.
Jt  is well known they were chiefl y
the productions of young dissent-
ing ministers ; and it is equall y
certain that they do great honour
to the writers : as however , ma-
ny similar queries with these now
proposed by T. have alread y ap-
peared in other periodical works
without success, it may be j ust ly
feared they will  now again meet
with the iamc fate. But certain-
ly these volumes deserve the pe-
rusal of your readers, as conta in -
ing a masterl y exp lication and
defence of the grand princi ples
of civil  and reli gious liberty.
The names of writers who could
so ably, and in such a manly, ani-
mating manner exp lain and de-
fend the gjprious cause in whic h
they were so honourabl y engaged
are always worth preserving ; but
the sp irit and good sense w i t h
which they wro te., is of far great-

Disney, then vi car of Swihder-
by, lately minister of Essex cha-
pel, and now of the Hyde in
Essex.

A. B.

er importance ; and although
some of your readers may unex-
pectedl y be so fortu nate as to
gratif y the very laudable curiosity
of T. yet if as is most probable,
the/ event should turn out other -
wise , I earnest ly hope this rather
untoward circ u mstance will not
prevent them from bestowing a
speedy and at tentive perusal on
the se trul y valuable papers. They
w il l  assu redl y reap equal pleasu re
and information ; and perhaps too
may be disposed to join with me
in regretting that such an interest-
ing collection of papers should
rema in so long in obscurity .

Our countrymen are now very
zealous in assisting the people of
Spain and P ortuga l, in asserting
and obtaining their  ri ghts. I t
may therefore be asserted that
we cannot well render these peo-
ple 9. more imp ortant service th an
by supp l y ing ihem with trans la-
tions of our best writers in the
cause of civil and reli gious liber-
ty, to assist them in forming a
more rational system of govern-
ment .  If tru se forei gners ,, now
fashionabl y di gnifie d with .the ap-
p ellation of p a t r io ts , are to be
enli ghtened , it must be with the
above li ght  t iom ovi f r e e  country :
for certainl y they will have spent
iheir treasure and blood to litt le
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purpose, if they after all , con-
tent themselves wi th  absolute mo-
narch y for their civil government

and intolerant • popery for their
established reli gion. Your 's,

T. H.
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>IR.  M A R S O M 'S D E F E N C E  OF T H E  V R E-E X 1 S T E N C E  OF CHRIST,
I S  11EPLY TO M R .  B K L S I I A M .  LETTER IV.

To the Editor of the Moj ithly  Rep ository .

sir, Sep.  25, 1808.
I proceed in repl y to Mr. B* 1-

sham , to another ' passage in sup-
port of the doctrine of the pre-
existence of Jesus Chris t,  i. e.
John xvi i .  5. And now, O Father ,
g lor ify thou ?ne with thine own-
self , with the g lory which I had
with thee before the world was.
fa  this  passage, there are several
things wort hy of notice : first , th at
our Lord speaks of a glory which
he says he had before the world
was , and which he had wkh the
Father ; secondl y, that he was not
then in the possession of it , for
t h a t  is the object for which " he
prays ; and third ly ,  that the an-
swer of his prayer would be the
reinstating him in the possession
of a glory which he had before
enj oyed. Now it is almost im-
possible to conceive of any terms
!>y which the fac t of his pre-ex-
istence could be more ful l y ascer-
tained , than by those here used ;
an d it surely wil l  require great
critica l ski l l , to exp lain the words
so as to set aside tha t  idea. Mr.
lWUhaiiK however , endeavours
to prove that our Lord 's words
have no such meaning . First ,
lie says *, c£ th Ht  for which  our
Lord here pray s, is the very same
wh i c h  he p rop osed to communi-
cate 't o  his disci ples. See verse

? M. Repos. vol . ii. p. $$Q *

22.'" The glory he prayed for
was certainly his future glory
which he received fro m the Fa-
ther when he raised him from the
dead and gave him glory, 1 Peter,
i. 21. Tliis glory was given him
by promise, for the ful f i lment  of
which  promise he now prays, and
this glory he had g iven, (not p ro-
p osed to co?mnunicate) in the same
way to his disci ples, ch. xiv. 3.
Tf I go and p rep are a p lace for

you, 1 will come again and receive
y ou to myself, that where I am
ye may be also. comp. chap . xii.
<Z6. 1 Thcs . iv. 17- That this
is the glory which the Father had
given him , and which he had
given to his disci ples is clear from
verse 24 Fath er, I will that they
also whi m thuu hast g iven me, be
with me where I am ; t ha t they
may behold my glory which thou
hast given me. This then is that
glory for which he prays, and of
which he says, that he had it with
the Father before the world was.

Mr. Belsham adds f,  Ct this
glory was unquestionably  the glo-
ry of pu blishing the gospel to th,e
world." 1 answer that most un-
questionabl y it was not ; because
that gl ory he was then in the pos-
session of, and had been in the
possession of fro m the commence-
ment of hi* ministry , and 'there-
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fore could not pi>y for it. We
may app ly the reasoning of Paul
respecting hope to this subject,
and say, '*' what a man seeth ,
th at is, what he is in possession
of, wh y doth he yet pray for?"

To prove that  this glory- was
unquestionably the glory of pub-
lishing the gospel , M r. Belsham
refers to verse 8, 14? and adds *,
<f they were his messengers to
mankind , as he had been his Fa-
ther s messenger, v. 18. In the
former of these verses, our Lord
says, " I have given unto them
the words (not the glory) which
thou gavest me." In the 14th
verse the same thing is repeated,
but there is not any thing said
3.bout giving them a glory. In
the 18th verse, our Loid savs to
his Father, "as thou hast sent me
into the world ; so have I sent
them into the world." Or as Mi\
Belsham has it-, c Q They were his
messengers to mankind , as he had
been his Father's mcsseiigeiV Very
true ; but what has this to do with
Ihfc subj ect ? He had been his Fa^
ther's messenger, the words which
he spake, were the words which
}iis father had given him , he had
published the gospel to the world ,
and now when he had j ust finish*
#d the work which his father had
given him to do, did he pra y that
he migh t be scut to do it over
again? For this , Mr. Belsham
says, was unquestionably the glo-
ry (or which he prayed.

The comparison in the 18th
verse , between tlie mission of
J t-sus Christ  and that of his dis-
ci p les, i^ frequently adduced as
an argument against his pre-exist*
eucv ; but  that argument is wi th-
out any real foundation in the

* M. Rq>os, vol, ii, p. 550, f Ibid.

passage, because the comparison
is only a partial one, or in other
words thei r m ission is compared
wi th  the mission of Jesus with  re-
spect to one part of it only, that
is, his being sent into the world :
w hereas the mission of Jesus, a*
we have seen in a former letter
on chap . xv i .  28. consisted of two
parts, his coining forth from the
Father, as well as his coming in-
to the world. Now in the latter
sense only, is the mission of Jesus
and that of his apostles compared .
He does not say that as he came

j orth f rom the Father , and \va$
his messenger to mankind , so
they also came forth fro m the
Father, and were sent by him in-
to the world. He mi frht there-
fo re say, that as the father had
sent him into the world , so h«
had sent them into the worl d con-
sistently with his having come
down from heaven.

Secondly, Mr. Belsham says.
that Jesus had this glory befor4
the world wa$, not really, but
only in the purpose of God ; an
assertion utterl y destitute of sup-
port fro m the Scri ptures.

His p raytr , says Mr. Belshamf,
was that he mi ght be " honoured
as the instrument of instructing
mankind in t ru th  and goodness,
and in making them virtuous and
happy ; and he was desirous that
his apostles mi ght share with him
in his honour and felicity/' A
prayer which mi ght have had
some propriety in it , if addiess-
ed to his Father before he entered
on his minis try , but is utterl y un-
accountable if ad d ressed to him
at the close of it.

" Th ib glory ," he adds , " he
had given thenv, that is, "i t  was
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his firm p urp ose and inten t ion to
give it to them. For they were
not actual ly qualified and sent
forth t i l l  after the etfusion of the
sp ir i t  on the day of pentecost.
In the same sense the Father had
given it to him , that is , had full y
p urp osed to bestow it upon him ,
for he was not yet in possession
of it , nor had he yet altogether
finished the work assigned him ,
the scene of his sufferings not be-
ing yet begun , thoug h he ex-
presses himself strong ly in the
past tense, * I have finished the
w ork which thou gavest me to
do,' where he could mean no-
thing more than to express the
absolute certainty of the event. "

On this most extraordinary pas-
sage it will  be necessary to make
several observations. First , M w
Belsham represents the publica-
tion of the gospel by Jesus Christ
as not having commenced, when
he uttered this prayer ; for he
says, " he was not yet in the pos-
session of that glory ," but that
now, at the close of his ministry
he p rays that it might he bestowed
up on him, that t4 lie 7/iight be
the honoured ins trument of in-
structing mankind in truth and
goodness, and in making them
virtuous and happy ." I would
ask Mr. Bclshaui , was this p rayer
of our Lord ever answered ? if it
was, when was the glory of pu b-
lishing the fiosnel conferred uponlishing the gospel conferred upon
h im , and when did he enter upon
the honourable work of instruct-
ing mankiia d, this p rayer being
addressed to his Father just  be-
fore his entering upon those suf-
ferings which terminated in his
cloath. Secondl y, JKI r , Belsham
averts thai Jesus Christ had not
y t t  altogether J inishvd the work
unsigned him. Ou t,iie contrary .

Jesus Christ positively asserts that
lie had. If the work assigned
him , was the work of publishing
the gospel and instructing man-
kind , as it certainl y was ; Mr.
Relsham needed not to have in-
troduced the quali fy ing term aU
togdher, for according to him
he had not yet so much as entere d
upon it , much less finished it.
In proof that he had not altoge-
ther  finished the work assigned
him , Mr. Bdsham, alleges that
" the scene of his sufferings was
not yet begun ," and that there-
fore when our Lord said , 4C I have
fi nished the work which thcu
gavest me to do, he could mean
nothing more than to express the
a bsolute^ certainty of the went.'*
It may be asked , were the suffe r -
ing s of Christ any part of the
work assigned him ? are they ever
called , or would it be proper to
call them his work ? I>id he i?i-
f iict those sufferings upon himself?
It is said u lie was put to death ;"
was his death then his own act or
that of his enemies ? Me would , had
it been possihlc , [rave been relieved
from them , but he* submitted, say-
ing 46  not my will but th ine- be
done/' How then does " the scene
of his sufferings not being begun"
prove that , when he said , LC I
have finished the work which thou
gavest me to do," he could mean
nothing more than to express the
a bsolute certainty of the event ?
Third ly, Mr. Belsham say s, that
*4 Jesus was desirous that his
apostles mi ^iu share with him in
this honour and felicity/' as the
instruments «f instructing man-
kind.  " This glory ," he says,
46 he . had given them , that is, it
was his f irm p urp ose and inten-
tion to give it them." Thi s glo-
ry, Lij it sny $% was unquestionably
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the glory of publi shing the gospel ,
this glory Jesus Christ say s Up
had given his disci p les. U pon
what ground then does "S ir. Bel-
sham affirm that  lie had not given
it them , but  onl y purp osed and
intended to do it ? Did Jesus not
mean what his word s seemed to
import ; but something very dif -
fe rent fro m it , if not the very re-
verse of it ? But that  Jesus Chris t
really meant what  he said and not
what Mr. Belsham supposes him
to mean , is sufficientl y clear fiom
what is recorded by the evange-
lists. Mark say s * t hat , in the
earlier part of his minis t r y , " He
(Jesus) ordained twelv e ," i. e. of
his disci ples, 4 ; that they should
be with him , and that he mi ght
send them forth to preach , and
to have power to heal sicknesses
and to cast out demons ." See
also Mat. x. 1. and Luke vi. 13.
Surely Mr. Belsham wi ll not say
lhat when he ordained them , nam-
ed them apostles, as Luke tells us
he did , endued them wi t h mira-
cu lous powers and sent them forth
to preac h , that he did not actu-
ally bestow on t hem the glory ot
publishin g the gospel , but onl y
intended to do it. Or wil l  he say
in the face of the passages above
referred to, t hat they were not
qual i fied for the business to which
t hey were appointed ? But he
says, " they were not actually
qualified and sent forth t i l l  a fte r
the effusion of the sp iri t  on the
day of pentccost." That th ey
received additional qualifi cations
at t hat t ime is true , but  t hat they
were a postles befo re, and were ac-
tual ly qualified to instruc t  man-
kind  thoug h in a less degree , is
equal ly true , and consequentl y

* Chap. iii. 14.

J< sus Christ had actuall y and not
inten tionall y given them the glo-
ry which his father had given
h im.

4 t In the same sense ," says Mr.
Bclsham , " the  Father had mwn
it (this glor y) to him , that is ,
had full y pur posed to bestowed
it upon h im ." Jesus Christ says
that the glory which he prayed
for , he had with the Father be-
fore the world was ; Mr. Belsham
says he had it in the p u>pose ot
God , that  is , God had f ully pur -
p osed to give it him. That God
does all thin gs - accor ding- to his
purpose , f ind t ha t  men are called
and have blessings bestowed upon
them accordi ng to the purpose of
God is lans;uaire that is intelli gu
hie , is the lan guage of scri p ture ;
but that God has done any thing,
o r g iven any th ing in p urpose ; or
that we have or p ossess any thi ng
in the p urp ose ot God is neither
the langua ge of scri pture , nor oi
common sense, and there fore I
conclude not the meaning of our
Lord in those words , u The glory
which 1 had with thee before the
world was."

Mr. Belsham says f, cc This
way of speaking of a thing as al-
ready done , w hich was certainl y
determined upon , was familiar to
the Jews ;" but he has not cited
one passage4 fro m the Jew ish scrip-
tures to p rove it , and those pas-
sages which  he has cited from the
Chr ist ian scri pt u res, are some oi
them cited fro m epistles writ ten
to Gentile churches , and not one
of them say any thing like what
the y are broug ht  to prove. Let
us examine  the passages. 2 Tim.
i. .9. u Who hath saved us and
called us wi th  an holy calling*

f M. Repos. Vol. ii. p. 550.
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not according to our works, but
according to his own p urp ose and
grace which was given in us in
Christ , before the world began."
The apostle does not say that God
had saved them and called them
in his purpose ; but  according to
his own purpose, and that grace
was given to them , not in the p ur-
p ose of God , but  in Ch ris t, be-
fore the world began . Ephes. i. 4.
4/ According as he hath chosen
us," not in his p urpose, but un-
fortunately for Mr. Belbham 's
system , the passage expressly
says/ " in Christ before the foun-
dation of the world." Now this
is all very natural upon the sup-
position of the pre-existence of
Jesus Christ , but appears to have
no meaning without  it. The pro-
mise of eternal life, is the pro-
mise that  God promised , (not in
p urp ose, for a promise in purpose
has no meaning, but)  in Christ
before the world began 1 and in
that  promise eternal life was giv-
en to mankind in Jesus Christ.
Where there is a grant there must
be a grantee, A grant may be
made and an inheritance g iven
to the future unborn posterity of
a person , but such a grant neces-
saril y supposes the existence of
the person in and throug h whom
it is made. These passages then
instead of furnishing any argu-
ment against the pre-existence of
Jesus Christ , by .strong imp lica-
tion at least establish it. Ileb. x.
34. c ' Knowing in yourselves that
ye /t r/v e in heaven a better and en-
dur in g  substance. " Here again
it is not said that they had this in
the p urp ose of God , but in hea-
ven ; they had it , i. c, they had
a. Vighj to - i t , by the promise of
Got] , and it was reserved for them
in heaven. A gilt by promise is

a real gift , (sec Gal . iii. 18#)
whereas a gift in purpose is no
gift at all . The last passage re-
ferred to, is Rom. viii. ^9, 30.
It mi ght be sufficient to say that
there is not a word in this passage
about the p urp ose of God : in the
preceding verse, the a postle says*Cf > all things work together for
good to them that love God , to
them who are the called , (not in9
but) according to his purpose*"
It would be strange then to sup-
pose tha t in the very next words
he uses the term ca lled, &c. in a
very different sense, witho ut giv-
ing any intimati on that he does
so, especially as the words are an
inference draw n from the preceed-
ing vexse. The reasoning of the
apostle in these verses makes it
necessary I conceive, to under-
stand him as speaking of the call-
ing, just if icat ion and glorification
of the persons referred to, as real
and not in the p urp ose of God.
The mistaken idea that the word
g lonf ied refe rs to the future  glo-
ri fication of belie vers, and that
the apostle, by ihe word p redesti-
nated , means a p redestination to
that glory from the beginning, is
what I apprehend has led to a
false interpretation of the passage.
Mr. Belsham's inte rp retation,
would nat u ral ly lead us into the
very depths of Calvinism ,  For,
if the divine fo re-knowled ge has
made a discrimination of certain
individu als  trom eternity,  (and
th e p h rase, L < m id horn he c(id f ore-
know," is the very language of
discrimination ; had Mr. Jielsliam
sufficient l y attended to this ci r-
cumstance, I am persuaded he
would have discovered a mean in*
in the apostle's words very differ-
ent fro m that which he lias put
upon them) ; if I say the divine
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fo re-knowledge has made a r!is*
crimination from etern i ty of cer-
Ui« n indi viduals, and it God has
glorified tho 'sc indiv iduals  ' in his
eternal purpose, or a bsolutel y
predesti nated (hern to £)ory , then
was their glori fication eternalj y
fi xed by an absolute decree ^ and
the doctri ne of eternal election is
comp letel y established . On tha
other hand , those who were not
the objects of the divine fore-
knowledge, consequent) y were
not the objects ot predo mination
to glory , and thus also the doc*
trine of eternal reprobation wi l l
be as full y established. Enoug h ,
I conceive, has been said on these
passages to shew that there is no-
th ing in them to prove , what they
are brought to prove, that is?
that when our Lord says that the
glory which he prayed for, he had
befo re the world was, he onl y
means that  he had it in the p ur-
p ose of God and not actually in
posse ssion.

In this prayer , our Lord not
only says5 44  and now , O Fat her ,
glorify thou me wi th thine own
self, with the glory which I had
with thee before the world was;"
but he also says, *4 Father, I
will , that they also whom thou
bast given me, be with me. whore
1 am, that  they may behold my
glory to/rich thou hast given me :
tor t/iou loved* t me before the
f oundation of the world." The
glory here prayed for was a fu-
ture glory, this , glory his Father
had given kim̂ tor lie had it  with
him before the w orld was, his
disc i ples had been with him from
the beginning, thoy had seen him
in the exercise of publishing ihe
gospel , an4 instruc ti ng umukiud ,
they had heard his discourse and
seen his> miracles; and yet he now

prays that they might be zvttk
him wAere he was^ that  they might
behold the glory wh ich his Father
had gi ven him. This glory there-
fore could not be, as Mr. Belbham
a ffirms it to be, the-g lory of pub-
lishing the gospel . Our Lord
ndds, as the reason of this re*
cfiiest , or as a proof of his Fa-
ther 's hav i ng giving him this glo-
ry 5 that he loved him before the
f oundat ion of the u orld. Now I
believe Ciod is never said to love
any being prior to that being hav-
mg any existence. The case of
Jacob and Ksau , cited by t he
apos tle in the ninth chapter to the
Romans, is no proof of it , for
that passage has no reference to
Jacob and Esau personal ly, but
to their posterity : the words, "J a-
cob have I loved , «ind Esau have
I - hated ,1' were not said of them
brfo re they were born ; they are
cited from the last of the Jewish
prop hets, and the causes of that
love and hatred are distinctly
mentioned.

Will Mr. Bctsham say that
God loved Jesus Christ in pur ~
p ose or that he pu rp osed to love
him before the foundation of the
world ? I confess I am quite at a
loss to und erstand the terms.
Will he then exp lain what a p ur-
p ose to love means9 or wi th  what
propriety a person can be said to
love in p urp ose : we may then per-
haps be able to understand how
Christ had the glory be prayed
tor, in the p urp ose of God, be-
fore the world was. Has our
Lord any where 9aid that his
Father loved- his disci ples bef ore
the f oundat ion, of the world, or
that they had a glory with him
before the world waj 9 f  If all this
was in pu rp ose only, it was as tru#
of thexa as it was oi him. and the
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language is as applicable to them
as it was to h im , and yet he uni-
formly speaks thus exclusively
respecting himsel f. To what is
th is to be attributed , but to the
tact that he had pre-existed and
they had not , and there fore such
lari aua< r e was propej r wi th  respect
to him , but was not so with re-
spe ct to them.

I M M A C U L A T E  C O N C EP T I O N , THE TEST OF A CC SPANISH PATRIOT."

s i r , Nov. 12? 1808.
Your correspondent (p. 550.)

correcting a passage in the
kt Christian 's Survey, " has fallen
Into an erro r himself. That dog-
ma, a sin e qua non in the quali-
fications of "a Spanish Patriot ,"
is not the miraculo us, but the hn- .
maculate conception of the virg in,
or a belief that she was conceived
by her .mother wi thout  the stai n
of original sin 5 sine- xitio et lade ,
as A. N.  quotes fro m JMoshei m,
yet not as appears, out of the
course of ordinary generation.
Your readers who have any curi-
osity on the subject may refer to
Mofcheim's Ecc. Hist. Cent- xii.
p. 2. ch. 3. and Cent, xvii. S. 2.

J O U X  L A C Y^  P R Q F H E C X ,

WobuM )
hi. R ? Octobe r \J y 1808.

J object to the op inion of you r
cor respondent P. Q.(p. 467.) re-
specting * 4 the sp iri t of prophecy
being still appointed , as a means
of convincing man of ihe divine
agency/' and in defence of w h i c h
he brings forward the prophecy of
Joh n Lacy, upo n three distinct

grounds.— First, bemuse the
works of nature sufficiemly de-
monstrate " the divine agency ,**
without  the assistance of anv
pr ophecy w hatever ; secondly ̂ be-
cause a prophecy which was pro-
mul gated u a century before-
hand" (even supposing it to be
founded ia truth,) could be but
of little service i.t this respect,

p. 1. This test, imposed by the
Junta , sufficiently shews the in-
fluence which governs the "Spa-
nish Patriots/' Spain indeed , ap-
pears to be in this sad dilemma ;
ei ther to bend under the power of
a mil i tary despot who, with true
policy , breaks every other yok#
in imposing his own, or to be-
come externally free while she
remains the prey of her own craft y
priests and cruel inquisi tors. A
humane and enlightened politi-
cian , and still more a Ch ristian,
can scarcely allow himself to be
any thing but the spectator o(t
such a scene.

COR J & ECT Q R-

Immaculate Con cep tion.—-John Lacy*s Prophecy.  659
With these remarks I shall close

my defence of the doctrine of
pre-existej ice of Jesau* Christ, ,
from the Gospel of Joh n* and in
my next (which I mean to be my
last*,) I shall advert ^ in support of
it , to a passage or two in the
Epistles of Paul.

Your 's, &c.
JOHN AIARSOM.

? Mr. Mar§om.'$ f inal Letter will appear In the Supp I bmknta ry  Number. Ejb.



to those who existed previous to
the time of its supposed accom-
plishment ; and th ird ly, because
the language of John Lacy's pro-
phec\? is so coin pie tel y Billings-
ga te, as to render it al most bias-

A N S W E R S  TO THE U C H U R C HM  A N 's" R E P LY , BY A N  U N I T AR I A N
A N D  M R .  A L L C I I I X .

For ihe sake of bringing bot h
the following Letters inro tne pre-
sent No. we are ob li ged to print
them in a small type- It is de-
sirable , as we have before stated ,
t hat the controversy provoked by
the Churchman should be laid to
rest in the present volume. The
Svpp f ent eiit will a fiord room for
any further brief communications.

EDITOR.

and it appears from his reply to a Uni-
tarian Christian , that he ou^ht to have
levelled his attack against Christians for
bel i eving the scriptures at ail, for he has
no obj ection to our believing in the Di-
vine xmity ; it would therefore have been
fairer and better understood , to have
first openly avowed that Unitarians were
irrational for believing in the Christian
scriptures on such evidence, and then
having Relieved in them, to connect
with them a belief of the doctrines of
necessity and materialism.

The plain question stripped of all
disguise between your correspondent and
Unitarians then is, are they rational
in believing in the Christian revelation
upon the evidences afforded them ? He
says they are not ; for denying their
insp iration, they yet acknowledge them
as full y equal to complete instruction in
religion upon evidence not satisfactory,
for l< k is very unreasonable" says he
" to believe, that plain men , such as the
apost les, could be sufficiently accurate
for our purpose,** in their account of
what they saw and heard at such a dis-
tance of time ; " could this be expected
from the rude fishermen in quetion ? and
when was this conversation, and when
were these discourses committed to
writing and by whom ? History is si-
lent ! When were the books written and
by whom, that we now have in the
names of Matthew,- Mark , Luke and
John ? Discard then the notion of in-
spiration and they are left without ;i
known author and we have to repose our
confidence in the powers of observation ,
memory , and jud gmen t of we know not
whom ?" This appears to contain the
full force of your correspondent's argu-
ment ; and if we can satisfactorily an-
swer this , all else he has advanced must
fall to the ground , because Unitarian *
as a body are not concerned in any of his
other objections. To this I would

^To the Edi tor of the Mon thly  Repository *
S I R ,

Having been an attentive observer of
the discussion between the Churchman
and his Unitarian opponents, and having
inten ded , had I not been too late, to
have made a few observations upon his
first letter , I will by your indulgence
now do it and incorporate into it such
addit ional ones as his reply has suggest-
ed to me. I am induced to do this from
a persuasion, that his letter is calculated
to do some mischief to young persons,
and to all those who have made but a
slight or superficial enquiry into the
subj ect , hoping at the same time to fur-
nish a jubt ification to some Unitarians at
least , for calling themselves " Rational
Christians."

N otwithstanding the defence which
the Churchman makes, in his reply to
Mr.  Belsham , of writing under an ano-
nymous signature , I cannot help think-
ing it very disingenuous to write under
one, to which, if I am not much mis-
taken , he has no title j for whatever he
may think of Unitarians in other* re-
specta , I assure him they are not so stu-?
pid , as not easily to discover under his
pretended character of a Churchman
attacking Unitarians, a real unbeliever
assailing the evidences of Christianity :
•w

6&0 An Un itarian 's Answer to the Churclimanss Rip ly .

pliemous to suppose that  it could
have been dictated by ' the sp i i i t
of the Almi ghty .

I am , Sir ,
You r's, &c.

VERITAS



briefl y rep ly there are no facts or doc-
trines believed by~ Unitarian Christians
that can be invalidated by any mere
inaccuracy in the relatio n of either or
any of the Evan gelists , because the
facts and doctrines they believe are es-
tablishe d by an accumulation of evidence*
In the first place , Chri s tianity wou ld
stand upon stron g p i esumjj ti 've evidence
fr om the present state of Eur ope in con -
nexion with profane histor y, were there
no Christian scri ptures extant ; in th e
next place I trust I sha.l be able to .shew ,
there are some of those bonks sufficient -
ly authentic for our pur pose, were it pos-
sible that all the others could be proved
of doubt fu l authority or even forgeries.

It has been forcibl y observed by Paley,
tc that a Jewish peasant has changed the
reli gion of the world. " In examinin g by
what instrumentalit y this great chan ge
was effected , he finds that one Paul of
Tarsus is said to have been one of the
fins t and most distinguished agents , that
there are several letters written by him
to the several churches he had planted
in the Lesser Asia, Maced onia , Achaia,
now preser ved, in which the great facts
of the Christian revelation are clearl y-
stated or referred to in some other docu -
merit , In examinin g these letters in
his Horse Paulinse , he has proceed their
authenticit y by a train of sound criti -
cism, he has made each to prove the ge-
nuinen ess of the others and all to prove
the truth of another document received
by Christians , entitled the Acts of the
Apostles , by such a variety of undesi gn-
ed coincidences, th at if this evidence ,
added to the general historical ar gument
be not satisfactory, I should conclude
ther e can be obtained no satisfactory
proof for any histor ical fact. It follows
if thi * memoir be tru e, th at the gdspel
by l,uk e must be (in the main) tru e also,
because it was written by the same per-
son, and is in fac t only the former part of
the same h istory, I do not mean to as-
sei t tha t the book s to which I have here re-
ferred , are free from all errors or such
ad ditions and inter polations as all other
anc ient books were liable to , but I do
von tend that all the princi pal facts , be-
lieved by us as Unitarian Christi ans , are
sufficiently au thenticated , and if unac-
companied by any other ev idence I should
not deem it irra tional to believe them.
It i$ not necessary for my purpos e to
not ice any of the other books against
which your corres ponden t may object ;
"W ere thcie no existing pro»f of the au-*

thenticit y of any one of them , the book s
to which I have referred , would afford
sufficient groun d for a rational belief
in th e Christian revela tion.

But Unitarians as well as ot rvers have
an oth er addi tional species of evidence t f
no small importance , I mean the inter -
nal ; in the above epistles and history ̂
we find inculcated in every page some
branch of a system of the purest moral -
ity , calculated to make all who prac tice
it better and happ ier* I trust this will
not be broug ht to prove tha t Unitarians
have therefore no claim to the title of'
" Rational Christians. "

But your corre spondent objects , " tha t
should these historical records be even
as good as those of JL ivy or Tacitus it
would not avail us, because the divine
recor ds are of vital consequence to usr
and if given by a benevolent God foi*
our essentia l benefit , they must be at-
tended by very different evidence." Thi*
ar gument I acknowled ge to have grea t
weight , arid if unanswerable would prove
more in his favour than all the others he
has produced .—But thanks be to God
in the scheme of the Chri stian revela-
tion , he has vouchsa fed to afford us
superhu man evidence in its support , and
or such a species as your corre sponde nt
seems to deman d, and this will be Foun d
in coiitp leted pr op hecy, The Chri stian
dispensation was clearl y predicte d in th^Jewish s:ri pture9 . Even Moses fore-
told tha t a pro phet like unto himself
would be raised up, and it appears fr om
Acts iv. 4. that when Peter , preachin g
to the J ews referred to this passage,
alth ough being in J erusalem , where
they must have heard of, if not seen the
miracl es wrou ght by J esus, it was on
this evidence of completed prophecy
that so great a multitude were convert- *
cd to Christiani ty. Many of the J ewish
and Christian prophets have also pre -
dicted the rise , progress , and final con -
summat ion of the whole Chr istian dispen -*
sation ; and this being beyon d the reach
of human sagacit y or contrivance , evi*
dentl y pr oves its divine source , becom-
ing to every serious and atten tive stu-
dent of the prop hecies, the same spe-
cies of evidence in every age th at mira -
cles were to the eye-witn e8$es*in the days
of the apostles , and with this additional
import ant cooperation that it streng th*
ens with the lapse of time , as hb^orjfe
disp lays the accomp lishment of a con-
tii.ual series of fresh events ,' and to u#
of the pret»cot d&y, ^bcre i» from every
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appearance around us a regula r succes-
sion of them, tending in du e time to a
full and final acc omplishment of the
whole Christian dispensation.

Here sir, I should have con cluded ,
having replied to the onl y point that
Unitarians were fairly called upon to de-
fend ; but the Churchman in his reply,
says (and he quote s the authority of
cf Dr. Priestley,) that  he considers Uni-
tarianism as connected with a species of
philosophy, or it is nothing ; and he
states the inconsistency of Unitarians in
believing the scriptures in connexion
with necessity and materialism. These
philosophical speculations are certainly
riot generally believed by Unitarians ,
nor is it fsir to charge them as a body
with the speculations of one or two lin
dividual s however respectable ; but sup-
pose the whole body should plead guilty
to the charge, let us examine to what
it will amount.—The doctr i ne of neces-
sity is founded on a fact that I presume
your correspondent will scarce venture
to deny, viz. that there is no effect
without a cause, for on this fact depends
the proper and most satisfactory evi-
dence for the being of a God as distinct
from his works, possessing power to
controul them ; to deny this leads to pure
Atheism; ancl as it can be only to the con-
sequencesof the doctrine of necesMty , to
which his obj ection can lie, we will if he
pleases briefly examine these—The Neces-
sarian believes that there is but onegovern-
ing Will in the universe, and that is Ood ;
habitually referring to his appointment
in all the events of life, he sees God in
every thing ; and contemp lating his
perfections of power, wisdom and good-
ness , as manifested in the works of crea-
tion, his mind is elevated to the purest
and most reverential devotion ; and
when in connexion with thene, his
thoug hts are turn ed inward l y on him-
velf, and he considers his own imper-
fections , he is penetrated with the deep
est humi l i ty *, those sentiments wi l l  ge»
iierate all  the benevolent aff ections t t i l l
the Necessarian feels ' h imself with de-
votion t n God and good wi l l  to man ,
animated to the discharge of every so-
cial duty ; cult ivating these dispositions,
his mind is constantly approaching to-
war ds a more perfect and fixed habit of
^ercuity,  devotion and benevolence ;
when he enters into the busy scenes of
life, wi th  a c h eexfu f mind it teaches
him to exercise integrity, moderation
and Ccuido,u *> in all hi* intercourse with

the world , and when he retreats into the
privacy of retirement , with a serene
and d ignified composu re of mind, his
habitual contemp lations afford him the
most exalted and purest pleasure of
which hi.-? nature is capable , and should
he even reco l lect the reproaches of your
correspondent, the shaft s of his ridicule
will fall harmless at his feet , and if h»
feel his principles, he will onl y utter a
devout wish, that even he also were a
Necessarian. These are the genuine
consequences of the doctrine , and if the
Unitarian Christian should superadd it
to his creed, I cannot discove r how it
would deprive him of a claim to the
title of a Rational Christian.

But he further says , that Unitarian*
assert , that human actions are all under
the law of necessity, and yet subje ct
men hereafter to puni-hment; and this
he terms a further proof of the unrea-
sonableness of their creed. My ac-
quaintance with Unitarians is pretty ex-
tensive, and I am a member of a larae
Unitarian society. We read and exp lain
the scriptures every one for himself ac-
cording to his own understanding and
j udgmen t, and all that as a body we be-
lieve is in one God, Jehovah ; and in the
divine mission, death and resurrection
of the man Christ Jesus ; creed s and
articles of faith , we neither impose upon
others nor subscribe to ourselves ; we
leave the exclusive privilegeof this absur-
dity, to your correspondent's and all other
divisions cf the orthodox apostate church,
whose creeds and articles are composed
in a j argon of unintelligible and incompre-
hensible terms, that neither teachers nor
learners ever did or ever can understand.
But as a sect , he says , th ey believe tha>
th ough human actions are under the law
of necessity, yet that men will be h ereaf-
ter su bjecfed to P U M S H M E N t. If by p u»
nhhment he means torwtevt, I as an indi-
vidual do not believe it , because 1 am
persuaded the Christian scriptures teach
no such doctrine.

But the better to fasten reproach upnn
Unitarians, he gives ther m the more ob-
noxious title of materialist?, but on what
ground I don 't know. In the discussion
of this harmles s speculation , he cannot
be ignorant , that from want of defining
their terms, the disputants have gene-
ra l ly made it a war about words ; ic
therefore behoved him when heexhibiteel
this charge, to say whrft a materialist:
is; as to myself althoug h in my own
s<rnse of the word I am a material it t* I
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preten d to know nothin g of matter but
its pr op erties ; but whenever your corres-
pondent shall condescend to explain to
me its essence , should I find it to prove
that mate rialists are irrationa l Christians ,
I will make a speedy concession ; but as
I suspect he will not do this ver y soon ,
and as I am growin g rather old , I shall
not again most probab ly Mr . Editor ,
have to trouble you by occupy ing your
valuable pages on this subject .

W hatever hav e been the motives with
your corres pondent for this attack , he
has certain l y displayed considerable ta -
lents and an acute mind , thoug h appa-
rentl y so tinctured -with scepticism , as
must 1 fear in those moments of retire -
ment that ought to be the happ iest oE
his life , ro b him of its best consolations.
i would therefore seriousl y advise him
to re- consider the evidence for the truth
of Christianity, as I conc lude he neither
from education or abilit ies wants the
means ; and if any thing in the t rain of evi-

derce I have so briefl y stated above , should
strike his mind , and lead him by a fresh
exa mination to a conviction of the trLith
of Christianit y, so str ongly am I per-
suaded that it will tend to the promotion
of his happiness and best ir terest s, that
to know it would afford me sincere plea-
su re . 1 wou l d once more appeal to him
as a man of calculation , (for such I think
lie must be) and request him to consi-
der that should Christianit y even prove
a fiction and the doctrine of Necessity
be unfounded , t he Necessarian Chris -
tian has learnt the ait of extractin g the
stin g, or lessening the pressure of all the
ca lamities of hie, an d smpothin g his pas-
sage throu gh it , and when that solemn
hour shall arri ve to which they are both
hastenin g, he is upon a footing with
the unbeliever ; but if Christianit y be
tr ue, to him it is of vital consequence.

I am , &c.
AN UNITARIAN.

that much of reli gious speculation may
be true , which appears not consistent
with human r easonin g." But what other
reason ing can be exercise d by human
beings ? Or how are we to distinguis h
between what only appears to be incon-
sisten t with reason , and what is so in
real ity ? Or what other means have we
of distin guishin g truth from falsehood ,
than the proper exercise of our rea-
soning faculties ? Or wh y should we
apprehend that we are under an- eternal
nece/sity of being deluded in points of
the hi ghest importance to our welfa re ,
whatever pains we may take to investi-
gat e th e object ? However , I readi -
ly admit that it is but fair , to examine
distinctl y the claim of rati onality , ad-
vanced by Unitarians ; and this shall be
my object as well as a " A Church -
man 's."

But it is sufficientl y obviou s that no
system of theology, however , consistent
in it > elf , can justl y be considered as ra-
tiona le if its evidence be defective . ** A
Ch urchman " therefore directs his. pr in-
cipa l" force aga inst this main oulwar k
both of Unita rianism and of orthodoxy *
He Jio\veyer, does not state the objec*

M R .  A L L C H I N ^ S A N S W ER , TO T H E  C H U R C H MA N 'S R E P L Y.

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository .
SIR , Maidstonc , iVW. 15, 1808.

With respect to the questio n between
" a Churchman " and myself , relati ve
to the rea sonableness of Unitaria nism ,
as it a ppears to me of the greatest ima-
ginable importance , I am happy to find
that he has replied to my rema rks on his
firs t letter . 1 thank him for his polite-
ness, but as it is my wish to come to a
speedy issue, to that point only my at-
tention shall be directed.

The importanc e of the contr oversy be-
tween us is evident to me , from this
consideration , that no other denomina-
tion of Chri stians make any preten sions
to rati onality. I do not mean tha t they
will not defen d their sentiment s by rea -
son , but they refuse to submit th em to
its sciutiny 1 abstracted from their evi-
dence. It seems there fore a perfectl y
legitimate inference , that if Unita rian '
ism be not ra tional * ever y individual
mode under which Christian ity has hi-
therto been professed is tru ly absurd ,
and I can by j \o means admit that what
is evidentl y absurd can posaib ly be
true .

Your corres pondent howe ver professes
to, l^e of a different opinion* J ie " thinks
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lions as his own, (for some of theti *
would be inconsistent "with his character
as ¦** A Churchman ") but as purposed
by " tb-e adversary of this deduction f rom
testimony merely  huntau " Very ^oodrJ he objection s are oi equal weight pro-
ceed from whom they may ; and remain
to be considered .

He greatl y mistakes my meanin g,
when he conceives me to admit that the
genuineness of the books which consti-
tute the New Testament " is impossible
to be proved. " In his firs t letter he
contended , that the historians of J esus ,
if uni nspired, were inade quate to the
task of writin g an account of him , be-
cause they were unlearned , and there-
fore incapable " of storin g a discourse in
their minds and reporting it with accu-
racy and precision .'* In re ply, I argued
that thei r minds were so fully occup ied ,
with \rhat they saw and heard relative
to thei r master , that the y could not ea-
sily forget any thing of importance ;
that probabl y, the discourses of Jesus ,
or the substan ce of them was committ-
ed to writing at a very earl y period , that
the accounts which are now received ,
might be compiled from such memo -
randums; and that the beginnin g of
I^uke 's Gospel seems to countenance such
an idea. If this were the case , at l east
Matthew , J ohn and Peter , the supposed
dictator of Mark 's Gospel , would be
able to jud ge of their correctness. Sup-
posing th is to have been the fact , which
I do not affirm , nor consider as essential
to my ar gument , we know not by whom
those ori ginal docume nts or memor an-
dums were composed. This is all I have
admitted.

In what age since the commencement
of the Christian «ra has Christianity
been free from the attacks of its ene-
mies ? Yet when was it ever denied that
the Gospel called Matthew 's was writ-
ten by him ? or that the book called the
Acts of the Apostles was written by
.Luke ? Soine additior s or alterations
may possibly have occurred in the nu-
merous transcri pts that were taken from
the originals , but do not all the manu -
scri pts which have been examine d by
the learned , concur in the accounts of
th ; doctrine s a«d miracles of Christ and
his disciples r and if so, when they have
been universal ly receive d and acknow -
ledged by Christians who have constant -
ly appealed to them as the standard of
their faith and practice , may not their
genuineness be considered as sufficientl y

established by the* testimony of friends
and the concession of enemies ? in shor t
by universal consent ? W hat grea ter
ev idence can we expect or desire in fa-
vour of any ancient book tha t chal-
lenges our assent ?

Besides, these books contain such an
account of the ofigin of Chri stianit y as
may satisf y the re flecting mind , respect-
ing the cause of its very extraor dina ry
success. For surel y it must be consi-
dered as extra ordinary that a few ob-
scure and illiterate men , should be able
to establish a new reli gion on the ruins
of every preceding one ; and this in
opposition to the vigorous efforts of eve-
ry civil government.

But much it is said may be ascrib ed
to ent husiasm ; and unless we possess-
ed more particular info rmation respect -
ing the circumstan ces, characters and
conduct of the first Christians , we can-
not say but they might be enthusiasts ;
or there might even be a mixture of
fraud and enthusiasm in their composi-
tion. But what gro und have we for sus-
pect ing the founder of our reli gion of
either ? If the received accounts of him
be in any degree to be depended upon ,
he was far remote from both. They re-
present him as mild, unostentatious and
unwearied in doing good ; prudent and
cautious in his depar tment, and thou gh
fully awa re of the sufferings which
await ed him and acute ly sensible pf their
severit y, patien tl y enduring all , rat her
than the design of his mission should be
frustrated. As these accounts of him
have always been received by his fol*
lowers , and as the re asre no other ac-
counts either of him or of the times in
which he lived inconsistent with these,
it seems ver y unreasonab le to suspect
him of either fraud or enthusismi j when
ever y information that we can obtain
relative to him is an ar gument of the
contrary .

Near ly the same may be said of his
immediat e followers. If we niay rely
on the.accou nts of them which are con-
tained in the New Testament , there is
no reason to question either their inte-
grit y, or the soundness of their under-
standin gs. Th ey were at least capably
of perceivin g whether or mxf a man ,
univereall y know n to have been born
blind , was instantaneousl y restor ed to
sight, wit hout thue application of any
piobabie means ; or whether a putr ilied
corpse was restored to life by the speak-
ing of a word. There cert ainl y is J tf>
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ground from any thin g that we know
of them to suppo se that any much leas
tha t all of them could be so Ear deluded .
As little reaso n have we to question their
integ rity. They published the account
of the ir Maste r 's resurrection in the
very place whcrc .hc had been crucified ,
and reproached his murderers with put -
ting him Jbo death . And when they had
been bro ught before the council , and
beaten for the testimony whi ch they had
borne , they were not deterred from their
undertaking s but rejoiced that they were
counted worth y to suffe r share ie for the
name vof Christ . Nor does it appear
that they aimed at worldl y power , au-
thority or emolument .

What I have said of Christ and his
immedia te disciples, is on the supposi-
tion that the accounts of them which
have been transmitte d to us, are worth y
of credit . And why are they not ?
They relate extraordinary things it is
true ; but surel y .nothing that is impos-
sible to the Creator of the universe ;
nothicg that , is unwort hy of his inter-
position ; and if not , why should they
be considered as so ut ter ly incredible that
u© eviden ce whatever can establish their
truth f

There may indeed, be sonu evidence in
favour of these book s, and yet not suffi-
cien t to prod uce conviction But if
there be any evidence at ajl of their
trut h, the y are enti tled to attent ion* aiad
if they contain nothin g incredible, that
evidence remains with un diminished
force .

And yet if these narratives be entitled
to any degnee of credit , then it cannot
fustl y be said that " of the fi rst propa -
gators jof Chr istianit y , history is silent ,'7
as " the adversary" ^ifft nxis. For here
we have an accoun t , of the founder oi
that religion , and of the prin cipal mea-
sures adopted by him and his followers
for the dissemina tion of thei r doctr ines :
and their circumsta nces are ajt least " so
clearl y aud distinctl y " related , as to
warrant us in asserting that they could
not have tyeen lunati cs, and would not
have beetf deceivers .

H ought furth er to be ccmaidere d that
this i* an uncontradicted history ; that it
is not even inconsistent with any other
We ll attested facts , and that the apparent
ar tleasness and imparti ality of the wr it*-
«rs, render it by no means prob able that
the books should have been f orged.

Had they not been genuine, bow could
they £uejr hase been generally received

as such ? Were any writer of the present
time to forge a contin uation of HumeV
or of Rapin s history down to a later
period ; and asser t that it was written ,
and published by the original author *and tnat it was generally received and.
acknowl edged as his, would Jiot every
body know to the contrary ? And would
not the whole bod y of Christ ians have
kno wn to the contrar y, had any one
attem pte d to impose on them a spurio us
book as the genuine work ef an apostle,
a hundred or fifty years afte r his de-
cease ?

And thoug h other feistorians may be
silent respecting the rise and progress of
the Christian religion , how does this
affect its credibility, if they were mea
who never inquired into the truth of the
circumstances which are said tô have at^
ten ded its origin ? Was the knowledge
of these circumstances to be forced up*
on their minds wheth er they wouid re-
ceive it or not ? Or if they thoug ht such
narrative s beneath their attention , hovr
does that invalidate the testimony of
those who were eye witnesses , and who
sealed that testimony with their blood ?

It is true that Paul was neither " an
earl y disciple nor an eye witness of the
mira cles or ministry of Jesus/' . It is
likewise sufficientl y evident tha t lie was
by no means pre-d isposed to crniwace
the religion which Jesus taug ht. So far
from this, he was a violent, and ycc a
conscientious persecutor of Christi ans*
He " verily thoug ht that he ou^ht to
do many things contrary to the name of
J esus of Nazareth. " He « * bre atbed
out threatening * and slaughter against
the disciple*," and kept the clothes of
tho>e who stoned Stephen to death.
Afterwards , when he became a convert.
fee " laboured more abunda ntly'* than
all the apostles , and perha ps suffered
more abundantl y. He declares that '* <a£
the J ews, five times he received forty
str ipes save one/* that he was thrice
beate n with rods, and once stoned. Ho
would have received no, str ipes from the
J ews, he would neither hav e been beat -
en with rods nor stoned, if he had Dot
professed and pr eached the Christian
faith. Wha t could H ave occasioned thit
sur prising differ ence in him? He him*
self tells, that it was eflected by a woicc
speak ing to Mm from heaven. Had th is
been all , it might have been a dclusiott,
as it was hear d by none but himself $ but
it -was atten ded by a shining ft^ ht wfcicife
was seen hkcvrhc by those who -went?
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Tvith him. He was besides struck
blind an <J afterwards miraculously cured
by the Hands of Ananias. This could
not have been the effect of a heated
imagination . How can it be accounted
for except on the supposition that the
miracle was real ?.

And this supposition not onl y ac-
counts satisfactorily for the diffe rence in
his conduct , but will not appear un-
reasonable if it be considered that Paul
was a zealous, though mistaken religi-
onist before this event ; that even when
he was- a furious persecutor, he meant
to perform an acceptable service to his
IVIaker ; but that his prejudices against
the Christians were so inveterate that
nothing short of a palpable miracle could
convince him that their profession was
true; that there was no miraculous
change in his disposition , but only a
proper direction given to his zeal ; and
tha t there needed nothing, else to con-
vert him into a very labprious.promoter
of the truth . When these circumstances
are fairly considered, it will perhaps be
admitted by the candid inquirer , not
only that the miracle performed for the
conversion of Paul, "was not iC an .in-
credible thing," but that it was worthy
of Divine power, and one of the most
useful that ever was wrought.

But *' Paul was not insensible to the
charms of power.* Will ** A Church-
man" permit me to ask if he would
ha ve accepted of Paul's pre-eminence,
attended "with Paul's persecution ? or i£
he thinks any other man would , .who
enj oyed the right use of h>s understand-
ing, if he were not firm ly convinced
and perfectly satisfied in his own mind,
that what he taught was true ?

What is observed respecting the ge-
nera l circumstances of Jerusalem and of
Rome may perhaps be admitted. Ma-
ny of them might be favourable to im-
posture, and many impostures no doubt
existed. .Still this does not prove that
there could be no such thing as a revela-
tion free from deceit. It should certain-
ly excite us to make a more carefu l and
more ri gid inquiry into the circumstan-/
ces attending* the origin and progress or
our religion ; but cannot j ustify us in
rej ecting it withou t examination . If
its evidence be defective, let it be given
up; but not mereiy because there' were
some impostors;

Had the Christian religion been
founded on deception, it might have
been detected aad exposed with the

greatest advantage, at the time when,
and at the place where, it first origin-
ated. And why was it not then de-
tected and exposed ? Wlj y was not the
lifeless corpse of its founder publicl y ex-
hibited after the time, when according
to his predicti on , he was to rise from
the dead ? Did his enemies wan t the will
or the power thus to refuse hjs preten-
sion s ? We are informed that they set a
guard over his sepulchre , and most pro-
babl y for this very purpose. But what
was the result ? At the expected time
the body was gone. His disciples, af-
firmed that he was risen ; and the sol-
diers declared that he had been stolen
away while they were as leep.

But it'may be replied , that this is the
account given by his own di.-ciples. From
whom besides his disciples could we ext
pect such an accotfnt admitting it to be
true ? Who could consistentl y receive it
without ^becoming his disciple? If it
were re lated as matter of fact by one
who notwithstanding did not profess to
believe in his religion, should we not rea-
sonabl y question his sincerity ? Wherea s
if he embraced the religion and thereby
exposed himself to severe persecution,
his integrity would be evinced beyond
all reasonable doubt ; and this was pre-
cisely the conduct of the first followers
of Christ.
:• Still it may be argued , all this, in-
cluding the conduct of the first Christi-
ans, is related only by Christians. Very
true ; but it is a clear and consistent
account ; it is not contradicted by any
-cotemporary historians; -and it mu>t
have been a long time before Christiani .
ty was sufficiently prosperous to induce
any one to fo i ge any thing* relative to
it; and had an attempt been made to
forge an account of its origin , I do not
see for reason s stated before, how it
cou ld possibly have succeeded .

44 No one,1' we are told , " is pe se-
cutcd , before he 16 noticed and distin-
guished , and it is agreeable to the prin-
ciples of human action , that men haz-
ard the chance of suffering for the plea-
sure of distinction." Vory few, we may
presume, except the wildest enthusiasts,
would expose themselves to almost cer-
tain sufferings and death , for the sakq
of being ranked amongst the leaders of
a party. And after what kind of dis-
tinction can we suppose them .to have
asp ired ? Pr.e-eminence in disgrace; to
be the leaders of a sect that was M every
where spoken against ." Is such a dia-
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tinction worthy of unremitting labour
and severe suffering.

" The saints are promised that they
should inherit the earth " In whatever
sense this passage of the New Testa-
ment ought to be understood, it does not
appear that the immediate followers of
Christ expected from it any share of
worldly riches or honours,

If we rcfc:r " to the writings of Paul,
the best authenticated of all the scriptur-
al records," we find h im appea ing to
the churches in behalf of his disinterest-
edness, in his . second epistle to the
Corinthians , he says, " did I make a gain
of you by any of them whom I sent un-
to you ? f desired Titus, and with him
1 sent a brother. Did Titus make a
gain of you ?' J And in the Acts oi the
Apostles, where we are told of his tak -
ing leave of the eiders of the church at
Ephe -u« , he says, "I have covcmd no
man 's silver , or gold , or apparel. Yea,
ye yourselves kaow that these 'hands
nave ministered uAto.my necessities and
to them that \v- ere with me." But had
it been the aim of the apostles to obtain
riches or honours , their ill succe s must
surely have induced them to re l inquish
their pursuit

" It is probable ," says <c the ad<versa -
r>s" " that Mahomet and his first fo -
lowers believed in his divine mission .1'
In reply to this, I shall onl y take the li-
ber t of referring my opponent to the
prophet 's celebrated j ourney to heaven ,
which may be seen in Pride&ux , who
gives the proper authorities.

The coercive methods of enforcing
the profession of Christianity, mention-
ed by " the advers a ry ** cannot affect the
truth of the religion itself , if the pre-
ceding observations be j u t ;  becau se
they do not suppose it incapable of being
corrupted or perverted to pernicious
purpo es. The proper qtiesticn is, have
we sufficient reason to believe in its
truth , p rior, to that period ? If we have,
that perversion could not tender it false .
And at to its not being extensivel y
adopte d as a ' pelf-denying religion , it
yyl U scarcely be denied ciiat numbers
suffered as martyrs in its cause long be-*
fore it was '* propagated by the sword "
Mow then can its credibility be de. troy-
cd by its subsequent perversion ; unless
it be laid down as an infallible maxim.
that none of the gifts of heaven can be
ftbused or misapp lied ? But noiK are
more fcead y than Unitarian s, to acknow-
ledge the early corruption of enc Chris-

tian religion ; and as Necessarians they
consider it as a part of that evil, the in-
troduction of which they believe to have
been strictly unavoidable.

Under the second head , the original
obj ection, viz. the unreasonableness of
punishing men for necessary actions,
seems to be given up* and another in-
sisted on , which before was proposed
under that h<^ad which related to Opti-
mism. And it is admitted that *' there
may be something p lausible in my rea-
soning, if it could be proved th at the
supposition of one pang whigh is felt,
being excluded , involves a contradic-
tion " But surely this is requiring me
to prove a great deal merely to give an
air oi p lausibility to my reasoning. Hovr
can this point be proved except by one
who was perfectly acquainted with all
the laws of nature, all the properti es of
matter, and the different constitution*
of all organ ized beings ?

But the position, that it is highly p ro-
bable that pain and evil could not have
been avoided , may , I conceive be made
sufficientl y evident without undertaking
such an impossible task. Whatever
proves the Divine benevolence will go
far likewise towards proving the neces-
sity of the ex i sting evil. For would a
kind and benevolent Being h iv** suffer-
ed any evil to exist if it could have
been prevented , and would answer no
valuable purpose ?—For proofs of the
Divine goodness, I must refer to Arch-
dtracon Paley, and other writers on
Natural Theology.

la my f i rst reply, I argued that " the
senses which are the inlets of pleasure,
must likewise as f a r  as *ve knoiuy be fre-
quentl y the in -tmments of pain.7 ' Thi$
indeed is not to demonstrate " th at the
supposition of one pang which is felt ?bcj ng excluded , involve* a contradic-
tion;" but it seems an h ypothesis pro-
bable in itself, and of considerable
weight towards reconciling- the suffer-
ings of the whole animal woild with
the goodness of God. Ought not my
opponent in return, either to h ave shewn
that this is not a probabie supposition ;
or that if admitted it did not sufficien t-
ly vindicate the moral perfection >> of the
Deity ; or that notwithstanding his im-
mutable rectitude and {x neroience he
might have introduced a great mass of
ev ii , pain and suffering, into his creation ,
which he might easil y have excluded ,
and which is not necessary to the proi-
duction, of substantial good ? But instead
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of this , without even noticing what I
had said on the subjec t , he only asks
•- what I can do with the pains which
Oppress the ir rational animal creation ?"
and if it be ** capable of instruction in
virtue ;' I admit that it is not. I would
preven t its misery if I could. Who
that is not devoid of the feelings of hu-
manity wouid not cordia lly concur with
me ? But is the Author of nature less
benevolent than ourselves ? Yet he has
not excluded misery from his creation.
I therefore conclude that the suppos ition
of crea ting" sensitive beings capable of
enjoymen t, but not liable to pain , does
somehow r " involve a contr adiction ;"
tho ugh it is a point that I will not un-
dertake to demonstrate .

Under the third head , " A Church -
man " affirms v " that if the Divine will
h^ve established regular , un iform law s
of nature , then no miracle is possible ,
if a miracle be a deviation from esta-
blished laws.'* But how docs this con-
clusion follow ? Could not the Deity
p ossibly  deviat e from the laws which he
had established , if he saw tit ? But it
will perha ps be objected that it indicates
tome defect in the ori ginal plac , if it was
afterwaids found necessary to deviat e
from it. We know not however but these
very dev iat ions from the regular course
«f nat ure might be a part of the original
plan. Indeed , - the re is no reason to
doubt that they were. Unless we can
suppose that somethin g happened un-
expectedl y, in the order of nature , or
the course of events , which induced the
Creator to mak e different arran gements
from what he at first intended. But
why, it may be aske d , wore not thin gs
$6 constituted at firsr , as to require no
deviation afterwa rds ? I cannot tell.
What the Deity »n 'tght have done, 1 will
not pr eten d to say ; what he has done
appears to me a much fitter subj ect of
inqu iry .

Still , " A Churchman " contends that
miracles , if not impossible , ar e f c * sure -
ly impiobable , if these laws of nature
operate uni for mly upon mind and mat-
ter , according to the ori ginal determi-
nation of the Divine mind !" And he as-
ae i t-s- that ** from this simple state ment ,
every thinkin g mind may easily satisfy
ittx -'lf."—But I cannot be sat isfied so ea-
sily. 1 perce ive nothi n g in this whole
para gra ph but asse i tion s without proofs .
Yet perhaps this is a point pi no very
grea t importance; because many things
that V&C may think impro bable , will,

upon inquir y , be found true. And if
miracl es be not consider ed as so far im-
probable that the accounts of them ought
not to be received, upon credible te st r*
mony, th e truth of the position may be
readil y ceded . But what mate ria l ad-
vanta ge can be dt rived from the con-
cession ?

As no new remar k s are made under
the fourth hea d, the rea der must decide
for himself with respect to it , from
what has alread y been said.

Under the fifth head , my opponen t
cont ends that a future -' stat e is contra ry
to all present appearances , but admi ts
*' that the decla:a iion of the Lor d of
nature is a sufficient warrant for any
expectation contrar y to her appearan ces
and laws." He however obj ects to th e
Unitarian mode of  establishin g that re-
velation which records his declaration s

jon this head . His object ions to tha t
mode have alrea dy been considered in
the first part oi this letter ; to which
the reader is referred .

With respect to Optimism , he make 's
no remarks in addition to what occurred
under the second head.

It cannot have escaped the notice of
the reader that the princi pal objections in
•* A Churchma n's** secon d letter relate
to the evidence on which Christianit y
is found ed. The punishment of neces-
sar y actions is not mentioned ; the in-
efficiency of Christ 's mission is not in-
sisted on; the possibility of a future
state is admitted , and the Divine de-
claration acknowled ged a sufficient, war-
rant for believing it. It appears then at
last , that the irrationality with which
Unitarians are char ged, consists chiefly
in their reliance on '« testimony merely
human. " But why should this be thou ght
so very irratio nal ? Have mankind in
general such an irr esistible propensity to
decei t that th ey cannot be trusted in any
circu mstances whatever ? If not , wh y
should Unitaiians be derided for assent-
ing to those narratives , which upon the
fullest investi gation appear to them
worth y of credit ?

At the conclusion of his lette r «* A
Churchman ," admits that " difficult ies
press upon every schem e which the mind
of man can contem p late ;" and asserts
that " this admission if universall y mad e
completely establ ishes his object in this
corres pondence ;" I am as. firml y con-
vinced of the truth of this position as
" A Churchman ," can be. £0 - far we
are perfectl y agree d * But 1 cann ot be
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thoroughly, satisfied unless it J*e farther
conceded th^ UnitaVianism 

is 
attended

with the fewest VhjA fchfe least.. But >1&
it not be thought that my. object in:thl$
controversy is tq triumph over an bppo7
nent who doubtless possesses talents an4
information far superior , to mjr own .
Ikly aim is to -vindicate a religion, a rAbfe
and profession^ of religion, which ; I es-
teem beyond 4U others ptu*e and ration f / t
and " worthy of all acceptation 

 ̂
,a re-

ligion inspiring no gloomy terrors, npr
commanding liny useless austerities';
^rhich represents the Deity as the kiaci
and beneficent parerit ot his creatures^
and powerfully inculcates universal . be-
nevolence. . / . ' t" I desire to entertain sentiments of re-
spfect arid fr iendship for estimable cha-
racters. p£ eve^y persuasion; nor less for
those * who are not convinced that the
Deity^ f ryer revealed his will to man-
kind. Yet I cAraibt conceive it tb be a
matter 'o  ̂no importance* what we be-
Heve. Enthusiastic, superstitious and
illiberal ideas of religion, are evidently
pernicious. And infidelity, though it
hiay be' thought to enlarge tHe view's',
ex pand1 the >m tod, a*nd proMtlote free and
generous -sentiments, may be not lea's
injurious in 

^
a different way. It may

contract our ideas of trie obligations inr
cumbent upon us : f it may cause* us to
think Some duties of little or Ao im-
portance, which yet a1

 ̂of .eteriiil ahS
indispensable obligation .. It is, incum^
tent upon iis as reasonable creatures to
exercise oiif u^dcrstaiidings in the dis-
itovery Of truth ; that we niay not dh
the one hand, be led away by the follies
and extravagancies, of fanaticism ; nor
on the otKer, rashly and inconsiderate-
ly, give u'p the wnole of revealed reli-
gion, without maldn£ dufc inquiry whe-
ther or not it be founded on evidence,

MR.  BROOKES , I N REPLY TO M R ,  D I L LW Y N\  OK THfi C l^L L i Z-
• ATXO N OF THE I N D I A N S .

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.
Bcrmondscy ^sir, Dec. .12,.l'$0S.

If you think the following
Reply to Mr. Dillwyn 's ob-
servat ions (p. 602:)  on what I
sent you which was inserted
p, 491. worth a pli^ce, I shall
th ank you to eiv£? it< one; The

Uiat Qpght to satisfy a candid and re-;
fleeting mind, for should (it be found,
hereafter , that religion is true, and we
faaVe'rejected it without a fair examina-
tion df its evidences and; its doctrine^
howjean we be considered a§ guiltless ?

My only aim is to proniote inquiry.
liei th^ dlfiferent views of religion be
tanvassed w'lr.h perfect freedom ; and
let those ^ that will not be,ar the test of
^he most rigid examination, be ingenur
ously relinquished. Truth cannot be
impaired Dy fair discussion ; npr need
fte advocates ever be afr aid to Consider
objections. I do not . wish to believe
Christianity itself, if its evidence prove
to be no better than " a baseless fabric ;'*
but afri persuaded that it is founded on
a rock ; that every assault will only
serve to manifest its strength ; ahd that
after every objection has been consider*
ed nyfiich ingenuity can devise 5 after it
has been completely divested of human
additions,k and truly represented in its
native Simplicity, genuine Christianity
wjjl appear with the greater lustre, liJte
gold purified in the furnace.

t wish Mr. Editor, I could have coni^
Jirisied niy answer Irf a1 shorter coihip£ssL 

5
britJ knowing this to fee my last oppdr^
tunity bf engaging in this causey and
jrefj ecting on the impprtance of the point
in dispute, I was unwilling to ,omit any
thtrig that1 a'ppeaVM liltely t6 influen ce
the minds of your feadei^. !Ai the sarhe
time I wish them to attend .with perfect
impartiality to what has been, and to
wnat may be advanced on tHe opposite
ki&t; and after duly cohsiderint both, to
ju dge and decide for themselves7. WitH
this view, I shall be extremely happy to
hear from my opponent again.

I remain, Sir, your's,
Rj  ALLCHINV

object of my remarks was to
shew , as the Quakers in thc^r
publi cations on th& civilisation df
the Indians had hot t^ke u a'nV
notice of it, that the ga verrinrf tit
of the United ^Stâtes was, and! Wd
for solrne yeAt̂  been erigagr?d iiV a
similar work : and Mr. 0, hds
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br oug ht no evidence to prove thc ^
cont rar y . His firs t quotation " is
fro m th p report of the committee
of Pennsylvania frien ?cfe ,' ru nnin g
fro m 1795 to 1805, or 1S0G , in
which 'they say that I>efore thtey
sent any person amon g the Iit di~
ans , they addre ssed a lette r to
th e various tribes , accompanied
with one fro m the Secretar y of
State , ex pressi ve of th e appro ba*.
tion of the executive governm ent
of the U. S. i. e. it gave them
permission to go among them for
the purpose stated , and wished
them success : here is not a word
that that very government ha d
appropriated ever since 17$^,
15,000 dollars annual ly for tha t
very pu rpose , nor th e least ititi-
mation thai the governmen t of the
U. S. did any th ing m like what
they were doing. Next follows
his quotation from tfyc committee
of Baltimore friends , duri ng the
same per iod , fro m which he quotes
en address made by their com-
mittee to some Ind ians ui 1804,
in which they tel l th ose Indians ,
•' We believe it is in the heart of the
President to assist you in culti -
vatin g th e earth , and if you will
do as we ad vise you , it will en-
coura ge him to continue to aid
you in your endeavours :" which
would be natural ly taken for the
good will tha t the President indi -
viduall y bore them : at least here
was a fai r opportunit y to stat e
what the governmen t had done ,
and was doing, but they mention
not a syllable of this , at a time
when they could not be ignorant
that the above sum was annu all y
appropriated to that pu rpose by
the government , but instead tliero-
vf f If you do what we ad vise you ,
what we are the promoters of,
the P resident may be inclined to
continue to aid you tUercm, Ue-

ibre they publ ished ,-thei r reports ,
I th ink it becatii eT tliSrn openly,
candidl y and fairl y to have staged
th iat the govern ment was engaged
fn a Similar work , if the y had not
wished to claim all th e meri t
of it themselves ; but not one wor d
of this candou r has Mr. D. pro-
duced . A$ the INl onthl y Review-
ers &nd your Revj ewetjs in the pagqi
above , refe rred to , consider the;
Quakers as the sole and eti] j
agents in this honourable 'Work ,
fro m the perusal of their publica -
t ions., it .shews that I am hot sin-
gular in considering them as lay-
ing claim to the meri t of it.

Mr. D. nex t states that I am
in an erro r in saying, that a legacy
of 5000/. was left to the Quakers
ward s th at pur pose ? that is what
I under stood from conversi ng with
tlje gen tlemen there state d .,,, and
if an er ror I must have misunder-
stood them , but this does not affect
the ^maih point of my observa -
tions.

I must beg leave to- . inform
Mr. D. that I have hot used such
hard Word s a? arro gaht and invi-
dious , and as to a superficia l
readin g shewing the erroneou sness
of my statement , that will bett er
become his side of the ar gument
than mine , for he consider s the
assen t of the executive govern -
ment a*id the good will of the
Pre sident as amount ing to a de-
claration of the Quaker s, that
the governmen t were engaged in
a similar work , and had met wit h
considerable success there in; else
his quotations are not rel evan t *

Mr. D. also t alks about th e
difficult y, i nvidi <J> ushe ss and Use-
lessness of app recia tin g str ictly
the meri t of" 'djny Jbod y of men ,
but the investigation of tru th I
do not consider as useless, inviai-
ous or difficult ; let the t ru tk be
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knoxv n^ and the" whole tru th too ;
what harm can ensue fro m it?
The middle epithet per haps more
jus t lyapp lies to his part y, than to
me, who in the ir publi cat ions
have never mentio ned the gover n,
ment beincr engaged in such an
honoura ble app lication of part of
the publi c money, especiall y a$
it is rare to meet with such en-
lightene d conduct in a gpvern -
iiien t : and the refore as , the Qua-
kers had piublished on the subject ,
and passed over these honourable
views and actions wit h neglect , I
wro te the above to set the civili-
zation of the India ns in & tr uer
light , as bei ng effected both by
the gover nment of the ry. S. and
the Quakers . ,

For the Jblonthli) Reposit ory.
Wheneve r I look upon th e Im-

proved Version of the New Tes-
tament , I cannot help feeling grea t
regre t that the Editors did not use
the confidence , which their abili *
ties most j ustl y claimed , in pro -
ducin g art enti re ly new translation ,
but ado pted for" the bas is of their
wor k tH at of Newcome , which , in
my opinion is very inferior , as i t
conta i ns , almost in ever y page , in-
stances of bad tas te and incomp e-
ten t critic ism. I will illustrate
this position where the volume ac-
cidentall y opens/

1 Tim. i. 4. *' Nor give heed
to fables' atad endless genealogies,
which minister questions rather
than .the dispensation vf God

In , Mr. D/s observations , th«
only evidence he exhibits of the
Quakers ' taki ng any notice ^of
the conduct of the government ,
makes more against than for him :
for , he states that in a late addres s
to the President , they had declar -
ed their gratefu l sense of the -hu -
mane system pursued by the go-
vernment ; if this full y expresses
t he sense of the address of the
^Quakers , it seems to amount tf*
this , We> thank the "governmen t
of the U. S. for pursuing the good
work in which we ar e and have
been engaged : yet until lately
they have not made even this ac-

knowled gment.
I remai n your well-wisher ,

J. BROOK ES*
i * • '«

which is \>y fait h ; so do. '' Th#
fables here not iced were the fic-
t ions , of Gnostics ,, who imagined
a long race of Gods to descend
from one Supreme Being. An
account of them is to be found in
the beginning of Ironseus ; and no-
thing is more certai n than that
t hese fables were borro wed nei ther
fro m the Paga n, nor the Oriental
Philos ophy , but from the Mdsai c
history bv the mere personifi cat ion
of abs t ract ideas. TU e cud °f
t heir base authors was to under -
mine the Gospejj the progress and
influen ce of which th ey found
the mselves unable to countera ct
by open violence ; ,  and th eir im-
mediate tend ency was to kindle #-
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nfrriosities and al tercations to the
exclusion of those divine vir tues ,
piety and benevolen ce, which
formed the essence of Christian -
i ty- For questions and the dis-
pensation of ±j rod which is by  f aith
shoul d there fore be read disp utes
and godly imp rovement in the

f a i th .  This , at least, is the mean-
ing of the ori ginal ; and Mr .
YVakejiekl has so rendered the las t
cIauscv ,6y " Now the end of
th$s charge to thee is love out of
a; pur e hea rt .'* The ori ginal - of
ike Itali c words is TJ irctgccyyg&t'a,
\vhich is a collective name to ex-
press, the divine commandments, or
the doctrines of the gospel. These
doctrines the impostors professed j
fro m sinister pur poses to embrace ;
wjkiley the y appeare d by their con-
duct not to have known , or to JuLv e
forgotten that the end of tli£. c^qrn^.mandment was moral nuriiy * &f
this the apostle admonish es Ti-
moth y, intendi ng no doubt that
he should enforce it on the wick-
ed men , who seemed to stan d in
need of it. In this Version the
meanin g is widel y mistaken ; wbUe
the Common Translation is per-
fectly correct. The Gnostics de-
nied the obli gations and reaso n-
ableness of the divine law. Cle-
ment of Alexandria , in one place
says of them, that they waged war
with the Almi ghty by arra ignin g
his law ; and against thei r imp i-
ety in this respect , th e words of
Paul seem to have been levelled ,
when • he says in verse 8th that
the law is good* The ori ginal ,
%f>$ cr0aj to usc y generall y h$s its
sense determined by the associate
noun ; thus , % f^<r&x ( ro/ Koug tv to
f ise the opp ortunity , i. e. to seize
i t;  X^o^su rky ti^rjoioo to use an
argument^ i.e. to reason ; oicuvoif
X Wvbeu to v$c birdi>7 \. e. to, pro *

p hesy by meanp of birds? , In {he
sam e manner J£ ^<r0<sa vof t.w to use
a law means to obey it; and
though vou,iu,cv$ be a paranom asia
suggested bjy vouo$ in the preced-
ing clause- it does hot str iqtl y
mean lawful ly ^ but f a i thf ully , p r,
strictly .  , In the Improved Versipn
the tv hM e verse is thus awkward -
ly rendered ; fc < But we know tha t
the law is good , if a man use it a^
the law requireth ." I submit
whether the las t member would not
be better thus , " if a maa dul y
obey it/*

The Gn ostics, accordin g to t ,hp
express tes timon y of Irenaeu ?,
maintained that the duties enjoin-
ed by th e ljiw were not necessar y
for them to practise ; as certa in
spiritual pr ivileges, and not the
moral virtues  ̂entitled -them to sal-
vation. Apqor fljog to th em, th ere-
fore, the dtvine precepts , however
necessary :-to the faithful and vir-
tuou§ ,followers of J esuŝ . wfr e not
obliga tory upon the disci ples of
Gnost icism.—And this is the
proposition , which the apostle
directl y contradicts ; u The law
is not made for a ri gh teojus
man , but for tlie lawle^ar ^cl^i^^bedient , for the un godly uncl for
sinners , for the unhol v and nro -sinners , for the unhol y, and pr p-r
fane/* &c. Here tfae apostle
obli qOel y draws the. cha racter of
the false teachers , and th qs incuj -
cates that the law , wfyich t{iey de-»
nied or perverted , was in force on-
ly against t^iem and men of the ir
descri ption.

Ver. 15. u The^e are true , words ,
and wort hy to bp received by all,
that Christ came int o the» world,
to save sinners ; of whoin. I am a
chief sinner. *' The repeti tion of
the I t alic sinner is ver y , cjuirisy,
But the verse appears to , mj5 nqt
only inelegant ly exjpre^se  ̂

but 
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be uq£aijttf\jj tp jt ^e origin^U Tim
Pharise e a,n^.t^ Ug^er classes of
the J ews we^e exceedingly offend-
ed that our Lord addressed him-
self chiefly to , p ublicans ajnd sin-
n ?rs. Being,eq<gci- tp appropr iate
to the 13a selves the. fyles^ ijjg  ̂ of tfye<
M^essiak'S k ipgdoit}?JLh ey> wsere u^«
willing to, have theijv eje tended f tp
the lower classes ,, much, less tp
tfte Gent iles. , . la reference to tWs
selfish ajipl fr^ghty ^pifit , Je$ MS<
himself ^^rqd tfaeifl ifyoA he #ai*i£
to caU. ifqt the¦. ' .f igftteQii? by*} sir*!
ners to re®ent%nQ$f S^e J Vfat  ̂ ix^The apostle .assert s* the same thj^ig;
and it was extorted , by the samie,
tejnper, on, the , p#r,t of t  ̂ fel s$
telphers ,, " It  is p,-tr ue dpGtiri qe*and w$tf ky oi alj aiccppta^ioo,
that Cpri^t ^esus, q^ae i^tp, the
Ayorld ^ tp sayej sir^ner^," rn eajiiii^g
th at th  ̂ Was.a doctri ne 

unqjties f
tionali iy. tr yey exgre^ssed i-h , ql^jir,
terms , and proved by indisputable;
evidence,^Jftd , the»e<pre diese^viug
of unfeigned , belief* : The ;wp; H e$
then ass^rts ^.not that jth,q; doqm'np
should be iiec^ifed by ajU f i ^vhich
i§ of caur^e implied : in the .otlier
propos u tiou^Jb.^tRfjt , it was f twmU
ed oty ii^^ nu ^abje^ evide^ie,! not
tp be shaJnen ,by thp$e vvho^  ̂ prjda
and bigoitry led tlw,  ̂

to den y it <
Thje Gnosijiqs *^yght vt^at Chfj st (

wa3 / a, m%u only in . appearfwj ee^,
au(j , owkpI' ti^pse 0o«U| vyhiqh . Pl^H .
t  ̂^uptcj ,spjne ot,h$v Ke^th^p ĥ ijon >
sop-her ^ supp osed, wdey the na^n^i
of demons , to exist between » th a*
Godtf anjd {in£ji  ̂ \ The false and per-
nicious tenet that the Mediato r bter
twee n God ^and man was not one
of the human race , but a God or
demon was of course inculcated
by the impostors in the church of
Ephes us. Arid the apostle con-
tradicts it in th e most express
tejrjns . " There is one God j and

one Media tor between God and
roen,u >Af, Mqn \Cf ai *t ^l$sw9: h ^Chris t Jesus , whwo is fean yVla n{un%
and not as tl^e false bFeLh rer ^ raa in^tain, a Qof a f !h^ qmstiywwM*-
ther the Mediato r vva^^

(
^

i^, j$s
,

the G nostics m^intp,i,n^i, or a[ Ajtf-
man tyeing, fis tfce vf tp s ttlep ta«g bt t
oi ,course int^duced anoth er r^t
i^s^;lij iportiu it, oa,nveIjj  ̂r » w&etheiv
ors qoj , J ^e;wfas o, proper object; of
worship : 

^
ix^ tbe^ 

^po^tle deci^^
t\iis qucstiiop , in & manner that
nuistt bi*ve n^ppe ^e4 to fti

^
odiy

t^e i^pst du ^ isivo 
aiKJ

( u ik q^uvocal,
I^i verses 1$, ^, ;llhq " represent*
Un^sel f % though;t^: cfe;^f si Rner ,. i^
oJb;t%ining:iper qy tU^o^gh *he long
suiting; ,pf : vipgb,; Jfe] waŝ c
therefore, J&d tp hjnjtajM  ̂feelings*
of which his4^ting uishe4 ben^a,Or
tor linger God y^s tb^e proper Ob?*
jeet ; t an4 thei^f j wei ĵ^^-

atti l
1

I qwg. He th en»add ^ 46 J3^ unta \
the ( )sing etj^rnal > , immortal  ̂ in**,
vjsit>le, th^r^nly > y vti$&i Giod  ̂ b& ho. >
n9Wi.and gjQfy ; f&r: ey e *-> and eyer. :
j \men .y .t ; Which i$ to thi$ effectv
6 Ii owe to CJh ript through wbom^sinful as I am); X : hajve obtain ed /
njercy , > my most .cordial assent ;
sm4 ajtt 'ectipn ; but the Suprem e*
jpa^h^i whpse attr ibutest are intiu
nit ê  vyJ ^o is Gpd, and who i« God
alonei:-]to the , exclusion tof every?
othe r ,bei rt g, . is ^n titl ed to ou r relia .
gi,ou,s hpipage/' In the common )
version  ̂ thct par ticle- ft/^l Se.is ^e«^
4ered j WW ». The meanin g of the '
vy#it$f j is/th u& i rendej *edabbi ]pt and
incohiewnt. , aud the . mistake isv
adopt s in the Impro ved Vers ion.

Verse 18, may be thus rend ere d
a This commandment I impress on
thee, son Timoth y, conform ably to
the prophecies which have previ-
ously fu rnished thee with the
same, that thou migh test mai n-
tai n a good (i. e. a successful) ,

Strictures Hp o^47ie u Imp rotxdV^rsion  ̂tie, Net ? Testament/K 6f£ *



warfare/' } Hfct ^ tfte Wi*bs ' irxoa±
rtf ey ca:Wp) rzd£ vbi) tTib iid^ or td
g&tift * f tp oti^ ' 

tt itci rf g oayilv to lead
bef ore are hei'fe made by ^an easy
mefap ho^r r t# ; 8igti J fy £0 imp ress ̂
art# f *o irttyplf. ' The ; ^ekt com.
zn£&jfrien t' ' vpforeh fthe jostle in-
culfcat es onf bisr piipii is that ,
which' he had •nl i*eiady idecided in
the proc eeding ve^se, th«tt whatev er
feelings -df grati tude ami affection
might be due to Christy  God alone
was th& £r<vper objec t bf reli gious
glory - an A ^oiiWW." .' fn thi ^ fun-
damenta l pri nciple of ; the Je wish
Scri ptur es,1 Timoth y Kad already
be€n instrti cted 9J {md his great mas-
ter refr r  ̂ Hlufi io those prophe'eies

\ L I  
¦ . A  ¦ ¦ .

or^t ivi nat WritM gs -for two reasons ;
first to ftt reri ^theii 

by their aAit4V6u
rity a conihratidmeht which is th6
feundatron l o$ the Jewish : aiid f
Chri stian r^v^lntion ^  ̂ and , se^
<x>nd ly, to deifend those Scri p-
tu res themselves againsf the Gnos-
tics ' who rejected, reviled -and
blasp hemed them , and Who intfr b-
tiuced maiiy other Gods, and
Chr ist , amon g the -number , as ob-
jects of dWine homage . Against
these artful foes^ of i ihe gospel ,
Paul calls upori his yburi g friend
to awn himself -With the doctrines
of JVfoscs . and the pro phets; afrd
tbus by hol ding forth the king e-
ternal , as the onl y God , as the
an\y Being entitled to>honour ^nd
giory ; and ^ J ^sus ' as only a-man ,
&n& the onl y Mediator between
God ^nd i meti , • to t int exclusion
of those fdivi nities or- dmtootiti

Whi ch w'fref supppŝec  ̂ W> tie tibcu-
p 'uld in -a similitr tif ealdto f ia t  of.
fice, to^ maintai n a'successful war.
fare . . 

¦ ' '" ¦ " ' l ¦ - ; u ¦ 
;

f

The Pri mate and his Editot ^
have mistak en the passage ioto
ccelo, who thus tran slate it ; u This
char ge' I c^iriih h iihtd the ê, Soh
Timoth y, accordm g to the pr6-
phecies which weot before 6ori*cernin g thee, that ;by * therii t;lipii
migh test wlar W good wavfareV"
M r. W: appeal tp Wie rto haS ̂  de,
viate d -still mt>fe widely ;fr<6 m th e
truth . Mis Ver sibn 5fe } * ThWt \ery
char ge, whicH by' ih^ auth ori ty
which belongeth to me as a teacV-
er  ̂ I entrust uftto tBee.''? * Ih a'
note he^ adds , u InsteAd of eifi &s9
the jEthio pic transla tor re^tci siti
[i,s :• arid if tha t be riot the genuine
rteadihg , anct mine the ' true sense
of the ^passage, 4 it fs-t ;I tcjnfess,
ari d WKVa ys was totdlly unintelli gi-
ble to me." •

I eaiiiibt/ help^ expressing my
sur prfee tha ^t a criti c sd conversan t
in the Greek as Mr: " ' WT." ^s,
should not have seeri , t/hat T'o;V ora -
g txyygXtoLv in the* precedin g clallsc
is to bfe supplied dftef 'Tfoa^oi/^v.
—** I? delive r' to vdu a ¦ coWimari di

1 \ fment iwhieh the Scri ^ttire i* in
which you have br^en ed#ctat .e#iJ >

had alread y broug ht home to
you .'' This is the sentim ent,
and it is justified by the construc-
tfoB, a!s well as by ^hat we khttir
of the p^eric ^s' ecJ ue^tion of It -
moth^ '̂ ' - f

¦ «  ' " ¦ 
TTHEOLO GUS.

•" : - i :  '' • '  ¦- • • '  : t l  $o be contin ue J. ' ¦ " ; ' ' , , ' ' ' ;;
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To iAe Editor of the M cf of lzfy Repository <

I am one of th ose, who wdi t^ed
tilt h gPcar impatienc e, ap d i h  a
hi gh stat e of expectancy, for thfe
impmvedVersid& vf  the Nezv'Tes-
lamen t, br 6t the 'Cfrrf ^fun C6tle,
ari d one of 'diose, who, I feaV, are
egregiously di&a^pohited . A fter
readin g ^m  ̂ >ch#pfcrS j T could
not hel p &m&tkf rt (>, that the fcdi-
to rfe Wire stVift ft|eiy^%k>d in 'mafc l
fog a i>i^hQ|̂ tke }̂ ^yt?5 aTho/liow2
ever excel lent H£e -\Hts as' fc mat ^, a
ada ofar land a $£il~ inquire r , was in
many respect trftc flia Jified ' 9̂*
transfu sing inW ^b^r lifengti age ' rfie
gracefu l simplicity of the sfty l&bf
the original gl6^tt$- - OctejfeI r i f
do not i«tehd-Si t j f>res£M to £¥ i tidise
the . subject at la rgeYbiif shdH 'coti-
tont myself with ^ AnfeaWh ^ a few
brief observati &fe î pbiv 1 the-fir st
eight chapters of ' Mai the \vj *• ' ; '
' The introdu ction1 to the whole'
is general !}' excellent. ' Tlie seven-
teenth verse of the fi rs t chajpt A ,iV
clearl y spuri ous. " The douWtful ;
matter af that jand of the seebncl n
chapter , I entire ly pass over. IrT
the second verse of the thirtd ch&b l
ter I think th e wbi'd wilderness bet-
tor than its substitute desert , art d
the phrase is at handy quite as
good as that of dra tceth near .
Mere , then , it was a mere ly seek-
ing rfor something new, to mvtk&
any alteration in the old versiini .
In the third verse we should Vead
who instea d of thatr and this falt e-
itatib n we should itiak ^ in aU <)ther
passa ges, whei"e the substan ti ve to
the relat ive is mart. Generation
in the seventh verse, 1 think prefe-
ratr le t\> offsp r ing- and th& wrath

to come, or the dttprodchitf g tbf tytJi il
rd{ the aif g er mf iich is Mbq iit '$?
cdhie i dild Tkl so prefe t4 now dlsti
the ax€ y and hewn doum, in the !pl&
Vers ion of the tenth verse? to the
axv dtso , an4 ' tiit dotvri. In the
15th te rse , burn ' itp • is bette r* thaii

f rurWs; and tii ' tJie 16th ligf ititig
*̂ n

c(i%. iM ; 1 "" • '
- lh tti e^foivt  ̂ Cha pter an tf ftiir d '

V^rse '̂ ^kd when t%k temp ter cimies
o^hh'e^riipter having cdnie, is
miit*e*agreed6te to the Wiginal f h'̂ in '
tJie ytemf itef duke:' In the ^ftfe 1
Vefts^, ii was iiilnecfesa ^y to chztigp
p ?med&h ltii^gf citi forth, f t i
ttife Igtii -^rM-WH / should be^
î hfinea; irifeteia of Twill. In the
iiffli +4&iU. tf& w< >rtf Jesii^%7
tti^giHkl , tvb stould nof^ Urfi-;
as he 'dHtktdy hx$î  d$ J csits tva£
wafy &ig, or xvtilktil. Ifi tK^ 19th
verse, I would say, f ollow'riiey or
rather come hit

^
heir

^ f 6 H 6 wA^nei in
preference to comic af ter nj e. ' In_
the 23d versfe there 1 { was nbf ' oc^'sUr
si6h fbr substttutihg ffe g ltid. tf ij 'm '-
ingl instead bf the Gosf if , alitf *
heatin g is perha ps a b^tt ^r ^ Word '
tt xkiV curing . In tlie ^5tli « ^crse1
\Ve should read mqriy ^ if okko i  ̂ iii*" '
stead ox g reat multitude 's.

I njthe fifth chaptek4, i iwoald <idn« :
t inucJ the word blessedy we beitig
familiarized to it as more forci ble
than the word happy 1 Pover ty of
spirit , as might be shewn in a note
below, mean s the clii'ectropposi te to
a ' wbrldl y disposition. *Fhal be-
fore hun ger \ in the sikth verse*should be rendered who; kn& so in
the 10th verse , who dre pe rsecuted.
In. the 11th veVse, we should either
read all kinds . or k^eb tj o the blii

STaiqxiy BufS iCrpo^ thx ^j ^p^ved 
versi^ 

of th ^ N ^tr  ̂ ,
TSif T AM .PT ;" M ATTHEW , CH APT J E il^.—rV Ij^. r .

r. -.» .-:\ .. ¦/ ¦  • ¦
¦
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version , arid say alt manner , Ifi
the 12th • verse, We agfri n have
that instead of who* In the 15th
ver se, a bushe l \% more intelligible
t ^na ^etwre,, J^t

he next verse >N
fAa^when relatin g tpour . heav en-
lv ̂ Father is almost as shocking as
iphich *

The word xvhoj soever \n the 19th
verse , and in all othe r passages
where it occurs , shou ld be change d
into zpf coev(r > there being, no q^ca-.
sfon for the * middle syllable t so.
Qbseg^e seems pr eferably to #f/"-
f orm. To thf rs ? of old t^es(f or
to the ancitnts j and not ^, is the
irqe reading in the 21st verse, arjd
in pf;her subsequent passag es. Bu^
cpn ^ij iit is rnore expr essive, tlxftn,
a&

y 
Thou shqlt copiiqit no

 ̂ P VU f ^
rfer, &c. In danger i '.j/J^^haps better than J ia&le, f a *, f tf} 4
tcratJtjul ly  say ^ thou dpostate  ̂ tp^i>
sayy thou fooL In the £,6t)* ve,rse^
we meet with Mow wilf o o,n In^h-
ism, instea d of thou shalf , and- in
the ne^ct verse we have adu ltery
very ^improperly chan ged into
whoredom, Ihe hissing words ,
JF ^r  ̂

ye  ̂in 
the 

3J th verse  ̂ de-
gra de the suibject . It is wonder ^
fuL how any one could think this
%t? rsipn . a,n improvement of th e di gr
pif̂ ingjaiwua ge, Yeay yea ; nay,
nay .  J iM ne 42el verse , re ad } who
¦— -w/io, for , tifat—that. Correct
in .{tip- sa,mq inanner , the 44th a«d
4 f̂ ih ver ses  ̂ What do ye that is
eqcellznt y in the 47th verse  ̂ does
not convey the force of the ori gi-
nal . It should be -what extrao r~
dinary thing do,y e y or what do yq
more than others 9 In the 48th
verse^, for that read wKa.

The following passages  ̂ in the
6th chapt er  ̂ require amendment.
Acts of righteot4s?iess9 and Fathe r
tJiat in the 1st verse. Dvest, dis-
tributc st , i»* the 2d ver ^e. tf oent

in the 3d Verse, iri fne  ̂
1st verse,

Will be+ bet te r thah witt§our heat t
ire. In the 23d verse enlighten ed,
lh ike 24th var ^e, teea lth. 26th
ver se, much bet te r than ^jwhy not
differ much fr om* '* .' \ ; . > : ] I

The seventh , chapter , ,and 5th
verse, Thou wilt lor sha ltf thon ^In the 8th vers e tf a t—tfy ut —r t bat .
In the 11 th verse,. tha£ —̂that. la
the 1 2th verse,, iphat <sq?ver. , la
the 13t h verse , wiaf iy ther€ lqre f
better than there ,ar#s ,man\jx \xt
the 14th verse, how strait * lit the
21>t verse , that—tha t^ oJa ths
2/ th vers e, TJieft r ^p iŝ 

tvby not
^e rivers,;or the flo ods. ; ,

The eighth ^ch^pter  ̂ and 3d
verse, :a?flf* made f i e  an y (wa$ remov-
ed, or- cleaned away. In the 7th
?erse , cure> better , heal. [In the
8th jersey command by ,  toord, is
shocking, ,sgeak the wp rd only ,  ior»
only  p ronounce tfis words In the
11 th ver sei, p lace tMf toselves at
tablf 9 l% fn %h$ Jk ^

th verse, p ut
f orth 9 no imprpvena ent of the 4>ld
vers^^ n̂  nor so- expressi ve of th e'
or iginjal. In the \5th verse, lying
on a bed. There is no mention of
a| bed in the text. Lyingy or ca$ty
or thrown rfoztn  ̂ perhaps by the
\y^akness arisi ng iro rn her disease*
In the 3 0th verse  ̂ that. In . the 2Otti
verse roosts. I n the s 28th Vetse,
coming out. In the 33d verse  ̂that *

Notwithstand ing these remark *I -nu?^h value the present version ^for the light which it throws uport
some mistranslate d andv spur ious
teMs an d parti cularl y, God bti hits *
9*d f a r  ever , f a  liornams,, aivd th ef
7th verse of first J ohn the fifths
The 5 ^i|jto ry of the wortwi * tak e0
m> adrultery in Joh n's Gospel ap *»
pear^ to ipe to be genuine, as it :
so manifestl y accor ds with the
language of J esus, thoug h it i*
onaiUcd in some copies, • rjTh«
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transcribers could not well avoid
the passing *>ver some passage,
which they , would be - unwilling to
corre ct , lest it should depreciate
thiir manuscri pts. We should
not there fore reje ct those passages ,
which are wantin g in some copies,
unless they be contradict ory to
the other parts of the Gospel. I
shall only mention at present one

thing more . In the 25th verse of
the eighteenth chap ter of the Acts,
we read that Apollos taug ht ex-
actly  the words of the Lord , and
yet it is said id the nex t verse, tha t
Aquila and Priscil la explained to
him the doctrine of God more ex-
actly. The old version is eviden t*
ly pr eferable . W, U.

STRICTURES UPOV T H E  < C IMPRO VED VE RSION OF THE "NTEW
TESTA.MENT^ AUTHOR OF TtJ E EPISTLE TO THE

HEBREWS.

To the Editor of the Monthl y  Repository .
sir , Nov. 7.

At the end of the epistle
to the Hebrews , in the new Im-
pr oved Version , I observ e the fol-
lowing Note. —"This epistle whi ch
contains many importa nt observa -
tions ^nd wholesome truths , min-
gled indeed with some f ar -f etched
analog ies and inaccurate reason -
ings, was probabl y written before
the destru ction of J erusalem. —
But by whom it was written is un-
certain. Ori gen says that no one
can tell who \#ns the author of it.
I t has been ascri bed .J o Pau J ^ to
Barnabas , &c. But if Orige n,
the most lear ned and inqu isitive
wri ter in the third centur y, cou ld
not discover the author , it is in
vain for us to attem pt it. " 

Now, Sir , without any remark
oii the above clause, which I have
distin guished by italics, I beg leave
to refrr your l eaders to a very able
and learned disquisition on the sub-
jec t of this note, by M r. Hallett ,
prefixed to his Supp lement to
Mr. Pen ce's Para phras e on the
Epistle to the Hebr ews, fro m
when ce it appears to me, th at the
above state ment of Or i gen's op i-
nion is not corr ect. This ' aut hor

says, (page 7,) " Ori gen , (A. D.
230,) the disci ple of Clement , of-
ten cites this Epistle as St. Paul 's*
He expresses himself thus : c The
same Pau l, in the epistl e to the
Hebrews, says, In these last days 9
he hath sp oken to us by his Son,
&c%" In the mar gin , he refers to
several passages in Ori gen's works ,
parti cularl y, Contra Celmm, p.
143.

Mr. Hal lett then mak es a quo-
tation fro m Eusebius , which pro -
babl y the write r of the above note
had imperfectl y in bis recollection *
iC Eusebius tells us, (says he,) that
Ori gen wrote Homilies on the E-
pistle to the Hebrews , in which he
delivers his opinion th us ,—That
the sty le of the epistle has not the
homeliness of the apostle 's, (refer-
ring to 2 Cor. xi. 6.) whereas
this epistle is composed in pure
G reek . It is my opinion that the
thoug hts ar e the apostle's, but the
language and composition owing
to some one who remembere d the
apostle 's doctrine , and committed
it to writing as a scholiast does
what is dictated by his master .
If therefo re any churc h esteems
this to he an epistle of Pq.ul, it dtf -

Strictures upon tie u Improved Version of the Neiff Testament .9* q?7
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serves to fee commended for it ;
for the ancients have rightly hand-
ed it down to us a$ an epistle of
Pan!, Bat God only knoWs who
wrote the epistle." On this last
clause the assertion in the above
note, concerning On gen's igno*.
rance of the author., seems to have
been founded. Whereas^ from
the connexion nothing can be
clearer than that Origen only
meant to say, that he knew not
who was the scribe or amanu-
ensis.

The following remarks of Mr.
Hatlett, and the testimonies which
he produces from various other

Art.  I.— The Benevolence of God disp layed in- the Revelation of a
Future State of p erfect Happ iness, A Farew ell . Sermon, delivered
at the Bap tist Church , Taunt on , October 16, 1808. By Thomas
Southwood Smith. 8vo. pp. 34. Crosby.

This sermon is the production
i)F a vigorous imag ination. The
subj ect is interesti ng, and the

A rt. II.—The Consolations of
Sherwood, and Co.

Ironv is an edged tool . It
befits only the hand o f 'a master.
It has indeed two edges, and may
according to the desi gn of him
that uses it , be turnod agai nst ei-
ther error or t ru th .  yicc t)i* virtue.
We pro test against the maxim
tha t ridicule is the test of t ru th .

At the same time, it must , be
confessed that therc arc absurdi-
ties and follies in the reli gious
worl d which cannot be reasoned ,

ancient writers, are well worthy
the perusal of all who wish for
satisfaction on the present subj ect.
From thence it is to me abu nd-
antly evident, that though Paul
mi ghrnot write theepistleas we now
have it in Greek, yet that he was
the real author of it. It is hi ghly
probable that to the Hebrews he
should write in the Hebrew lan-
guage, and not less so that some
other person should translate it
into Greek , which will naturally
account for the difference in the
sty le between this and his other
epistles. I &in, &c.

P. H.

preacher treats it in a mannei
that is creditable to the feelings of
his heart.

Orthodoxy . 12mo. pp. 34. 6cL

but must be laug hed away^ Who
would gravel y argue on the sub-
j ect , which once distressed the
mind of Dr. Johnson , of the
lawfulness of taking cream in tea
on the morning of Good Fri day ?
Whether the topics which the au-
thor of this littl e tract plays upon
be equal ly proper for ridicule, the
reader must determine for him-
self , when he learns? that they art;
the  Trini ty, the depravity ot hu *

REVIEW.

6/8 -Review. —Smith' s Taretoeli Sermof t.—Consolations vf Orth otidxy.
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jnan nature , the imputed ri ghte -
ousness of Jesus Christ , and the
other ar ti cles of the Evangelical
faith , which , are /perha ps more
irration al than ridiculous , and
(as has been said of devotion ,)
*' too ponderous for the wings of
AVit . "

The fol lowing passage may serve
as a specimen of th e work .

<c Let us suppose a robe of righteous-
ness* nay the robe of the righteousness
of the blessed Son of God put over us,
ki consequence' of "which, God sees no

iniquity ityus ; \tfhat a blessed thing is
this ! Full as I am of sin , of evil pas-
sions, and though my soul Is like a cage.
of unclean birds, yet God sees it not;
the garment without covers alt . How
many thousands wrap themselves up
in this garment, and in the supposed en-
joyment of it possess joys unspeakable,
and hopes of immortality.

That spotless robe which he hath
wrought,

Shall deck us all around ;
Nor by the piercing eye of God,
One blemish shall be found.

Review2—Chr istopher Wyvill  ̂ an 'Liberty bf Conscience €79

Ar t. II I. —A more extende d Discussio n in Favour erf Liberty of
Conscience , recommende d by  the Rev. Christop her Wyvill. §vo>
pp. 22. Second Edition. Johnson.

Mr. Wyvill i& a vetera n in the
cause of libert y and reform . He
is a clergyman of the church of
Eng land ; his opinions do not
oblige him to leave the establish -
ment ; but he latel y, from a prin-
ciple of duty and conscience,
resigned the living of Black
Notley, in the county of Essex,
(see M.- Repos. Vol. i. p. 667.)

Still anxiou s, in advanced age,
to serve mankind , Mr - W. pro-
poses in this publicat ion to pro -
mote a discussion on the ri ghts
of conscience, which shall lead
to the abolit ion of all the perse-
cutin g stat utes which .disgrace
our statu te book , and to a com-
plete toler ation. He thinks the
deba tes in parliament on the
subject of Cat holic emanci pation ,
have prepared th e public mind for
the discussion on genera l p rinci -
ples. He and a select band of
chu rchme n have united , for the
purpose of furth ering the great
object. Only one dissenter , Dr.
Disney, is admitt ed into the as-
sociati on. It is their intention to
present a petition to Parliament ,
in thc iiext session, in behalf  of

uni ver sal libert y in roatt ere of
rel igion . Thei r application will
certainl y have th e more weight
coming fro m persons professing
the national faith . A correspo nd-
ence however  ̂ is invited fr om all
of every sect and part y that bavs
the cause of toleration at heart y
whose efforts will be welcomed
and than k full y acknowled ged.

We can not but wish success to
th is trul y patrioti c and Christian
design. It is honourable to En-
glishmen and woTth y of the ge*
nuine disci ples of Christ. But
we are not sanguine in our ex-
pectations of the result; yet it
would be wrong to discourage the
plan . What could be more im-
pr obable than tha t Clarkson should
have succeeded in destro y ing the
accursed trade in A frican flesh
and blood ? And perha ps there is
now as general an abhorre nce of
persecution for conscience sake, as
in the outset of his philanthro p ic
ca reer there was of the Slave-t rade.
This work shall be always at th e
service of Mr. Wyvill an d his
friends , who have publicl y declar -
ed their e, nmit y to religious into *



leran ce ; and shall faithfull y re-
cord thei r proc eedings, congra -
tulat ing them upon ever y triump h
and app lauding them even in de-
feat.

We earnestl y recommend our
rea ders to peruse and to circulate
this little trac t, and to commu-
nicate to us their ideas upon the
subj ect.

680 Review.—Vip er's and Grundy's Sermons, at Lincoln.
With pleasure we observ e, by

an ad vertisement  ̂ at the end of
the pam phlet , that Mr. Wyvill ,
in aid of his generous design^
has latel y published a new editio n
of Mr. Locke 's < 4 Let ter con-
cerning Toleration ," which is
sold by Johnson , pr ice Eighteen*
pence.

5

Ar t . IV.—Christian Liberty Advocated : a Discourse, delivered
J une 29, 18@8, at the Unitarian Chape l, in Lincoln . By Henr y
Hunt Pi per. 8vo. pp. 27* Longman and Co.

Libe rt y, says Mr. Piper , is a
Sound by which every generous
mind is roused , an d a treasure of
which no tongue can pronoun ce
the value. It includes , he adds ,
a thous and blessings, and is itself
the greatest with whi ch our na-
tu re can be honoured. And he
pr oceeds in a style at once elegant
and manl y, to shew tha t " Chris-
tian liberty " consists in a man's
being delivered from the dominion
of sin ; freed from tho $e slavish
terrors of superst ition , which are
cause d by mistaken notions of the
character and governmen t of God ;
and set at liberty in reli gious con-
cerns , fro m the restraint of civil
authorit y and the fette r s of eccle-
siastical tyrann } .̂

Mr. Pi per pronounces (p, 25,)
a hi gh eulogium on the Rev.
Francis Stone , latel y ejected from
the churc h of Eng lan d , by the
decision at Doctors ' Commons ,

cc wh ose name ,'7 he says, u must
be from this time , enrol led amon gst
the names of those who have been
willing to sacri fice every th ing
for truth 's sake and their consci-
ence. "

This discours e, in which we
believe Mr. Piper appear s before
the public for the firs t time , and
app ears certainl y in a high cha-
racter , as the judicious and cou -
ra geous advocate of the best of
causes, that of tr uth and J iberty,
was del ivere d at the annual meet-
ing of the Northern Unitarian
Society, of which an account
was given in our Intelligence de-
partment , p. 402. It is not the
least benefi t of our Uni tarian as-
sociations that they draw forth
into public view the talents of our
ministers which might other wise
be seen and admire d only in a li-
mited circle .

•s

Art. V.—Religious Intoleran ce Reprobate d : a Sermon delivered
at the Un itarian Ch apel , in Lin coln, J une 52p, 1808. By J ohn
Grund y. 8vo. pp. 28. Longman and Co.

This discourse , as well as that
ju st reviewed , was delivered be*
fore the Northern Unitarian Book
Societyv at thei r last anniversar y ;

this in the evening, the former in
the morning * Mr. Grundv , like
Mr. Piper , now comes unde r our
notice as reviewer: ^ for the first



time * > and it is vvith inexpressi-
ble pleasure we perceive our young
ministers introducing themselves
to public notice as the enemies of
al l intolerance, the. friends of
universal liberty. Here is the
true found ation of Protestant
Non-conformity and of Unitari *
anism.

We could not analyze the dis-
course before us, without taking*
up greater room than we usual ly
allot to single sermons; but we
beg leave to recom mend it to our
readers, as a complete refu tation
of all the pleas for persecution*a man] j  and spirited exposure of
the deformity of bigotry.

Review.—Clarke's Sermon on the Fus t Day. GS%

Ar t. VI.—The Church of 'England incompletely ref ormed* A Ser *
mon, preached on the occasion of the General Fast , Feb. 17, 180S*
By George Somers Clarke, D. D. Vicar of Grea t Waltham y in
Essex. 8vo. pp. 39. White .
As odd a Fast Sermon as Mr.

Stone's was a Visitation Sermon !
Dr. Clark e's tex t is Jer. vii. 3,
Amend your way s ; which he ad-
dresses, he say6r not so much to
his hearers or to the people at
large5 as to the priests and rulers
of the nation , whom he calls up-
on to reform (not themselves, but)
the version of the fi rst lessons of
.scripture appointed to be read by
the ritual of the established
church. A parochial minister he
adds, is compelled to read psalms
and firs t lessons in t ranslations,
which frequentl y mock and deride
his knowledge of the original,
disgust him with their absurdity,
inadequacy or impropriety , and
confuse him with shame for his
church , from a consciousness of
their being unintelli gible to his
congregation and scarcely less so
to himself.

It must have been matter of
wonder, if not of admiration to
the usual attendants at a country
parish charch to have heard so
many learned emendations of the
version of the u firs t lessons'7 suc-
cessively proposed and recom-
mended, according to " a new

metrical theory" of the author^
own discovery, such erudite
declamation on the capti vi ty m
which the clergy have been hold-
en to fc * vowel points," and oa
the glory of " the antemasoretic
text"—and such a Self compla-
cent description of the preacher^
qualifications as an cm en da tor of
the cc fi rst lessons," he having
resided *' twenty years, before
the last thirteen, in a place <af
learning."

We would not with hold our
tribute of app lause from Dr.
Clarke's learning or his zeal for
reform , but we wish that as an
enlightened and liberal reformer̂
he had not spoken so haughtily
of sectaries, oi so dogmatical ly on
the inalienability of the temporal
possessions of the church* Oji
this latter subject we would re-
commend to hi* notice the lumi-
nous arguments and splendid elo-
quence of Mr. (now Sir James)
Mackintosh , in his Vindicice Gal-
licm, who shews that church lands
have none of the characters of
property. " It has not hitherto
been supposed (says this equal
combatant of Mr. Burke's) that

* We hare read with great satisfaction a Sermon of Mr. Grundy'»f preached at
Nottingham^ February ai , 1808. being the Sunday following the last General
Fast-day, m which there is an animated and eloquent protest against the Copen-
hagen p iracy. We regret that it was printed oaly and not published* Sec our
JList ot Books, p. %%$ • . >



any class of public servants are
pro priet ors . They are salaried *
by the state! for the * performance
of certai n duties . Jud ges are

jp n zd for the distributio n of jus -
tice ; kings for the execution of
the laws ; soldiers , w here there
is a mercenary arm y, for public
def ence ; and pri ests , where there
is an established religion , for pub-
lic inst ructio n. The mode of
their pay ment is indiffe re nt to
the question. It is generall y in
r ude ages by land , and in culti -
vate d periods by money . But a

• "Hs son ton salaries, ou meridian s, ou voleur s." They are either salarie d, **heggar  ̂o*. robbers  ̂
¦¦ .was . the expression of M. Mirabcau , respecting th%

|uri«stha od»

terr itorial p ension is no more pro ^
per fy than a pecuni ary one. '*

In one short concludin g par a-
grap h , Dr. Clarke app lies his cu-
rious discourse to the Fast -day.
The blind attachm ent of his.
countr ymen to the presen t ob-
scure an d corru pt versi on of the
prop hetic books of scri ptur e is,
he thinks * a species of idolat ry if
not of hypocrisy ; and he is of
opinion that to amen d our ways
in this particular is the surest safe-
guard agai nst " the modern As-
syrian, the rod of God 's anger/ '

68S ? Review.—Kentish 's Sermon , at Dudley *

Art ,. VII ~— The Simp licity of the Christian Doctrin e : a Sermon,
pr eached at Dudley \ Jul y  19, 1808, bef ore the Un itaria n Tract
Society . By John Kentish . 12mo. pp. 37. Is* Belcher and
Son  ̂ Birmi ngham ^
The Bir mingham or War wick- gospel, are brou ght not merely

sliire Tract Society, differs from to preserve it enti re , but to aim
tlie other Unitaria n Book Socie- at its univers al diffusion ; and
ties in two par ticulars ; it cir cu- lastl y, suggests some of the best
lates only tracts or pamp hlet s, mean s for the accomp lishment of
^tnd a less annual subscri ption this object .
constitutes a member. This is Gladl y should we make extracts
the firs t sermon preached on its fro m this excellent discou rse , if
t>ehal f, which has been laid be- we wer e able to give them a placfc
fore the pu blic , and is we trust in the present nu mber. One only*
art earnest of a succession of relating to the Unitaria n Fun d,
equall y able defences and u rgent can we insert — our readers will
recommendations of the Unita rian we trust themselves peruse , and
doctrine. promot e the circulation of the

With his accustomed perspicui- discour se.
ty and abilit y , Mr. Kentish from " * rejoi ce that an attempt is making
I Cor. i. 22, 23, 24, shews that *o convey more effectuall y the glad tid.
* - i »  • I ^i ^ii • •  ings of his I Christ 's | reli gion to the poor ,the simp licity of the Christi an by mean s of popular preachmg : and

Revelatio n, is presu mptive of its you wfll join , I am pers uaded , your
truth and excellence and favoura - wishes and pra yers with mine that the
ble to hs efficacy ; inquire s whe- "\easures employed may be wisely adapt-
^t_ . . i "\ . * . i ed to the great importance of the end.ther , and to what extent , the po- May x tak* the lnferty of recOm mend-
pular system of fai th is chara cter - ing that one of these " measures be the
isre d by simplicity ; represents educat ion of young men of piety and ta-
the peculiar obligations und er ]

fnt8 » ™»tb f *P ec$ct ™f w *> the nature *f
» - i  u i _  l ^ .  t"e Service in inbt ^h t bey are engaged £which persons who embrace what nn *n ™they conceive to be the simp le



MONTHLY RETROSPECT OV PUBLIC ATFAIRS;
OR ,

The Christian 's Survey of the Political -World*

Tise great Warrior of the earth con-
tinues his pro gress, conquering and to
conquer. The events that have taken
fflace., confound the politician. The
Emperor of the French threatened to
overthrow the decrees of his enemies ,
and to plant his banners on the walls of
Madri d and Lisbon . The first part of
his threat he has alread y executed , and
there seems little reaso n to doubt that
he will perform the latter par t of his
promise. Scarcel y had te set foot in
Spain , when he commenced his warlike
oper ations : his troo ps marched in vari-
ous direc tions, and victory every where
followed his steps. Ail the expectations
formed on the ener gy of the Spaniards ,
and the co-operation of the English,
have been disappointed. The latter have
been far from the scene of action , and
the former no where in sufficient forc e
to counteract the vigour of a nume rou s
and well disciplined army. The niore
we consider the feats of this wonde rfu l
man , and the counsels of his enemies,
the more are we wrapt in adm iration
of the passan g events , und of the th ings
that are to follow.* The Christian has
dail y reason for patience and resignation
to the will of God ; the wor ldly politi-
cian must see the futility of his schemes.

A few months ago, Spain was supposed
to be in complete insurr ection against
the French. In the Sout h their force
was annihilated ; the new king hail fled
from Madrid; the remains of their
armies were concentrated under the Py-
renees ; and it might have been thoug ht
impossible , that they could resist a na-
tion in arms , avisted by a powerfu l peo-
ple, capable of supp lying them with all
that is denominated the sinews of war.
But the French rema ined safe in their
quarters ; re inforcements arri ved with -
out interruption ; and every thing seemed
to be calcu late d , that the emperor should
take the field at his own time and to the
greatest ad vanta ge. An army from
£ngland ,more numerous than the French ,
might easily have been landed on the
Chores of Biscay : biit the summer pass-
ed away, and then the strength of this
countr y was sent to Portugal , where it
rou ld $bi possibly tovc any effect on

the great point of att ack in Spai n -. an4
when a body was sent to Spain , it was
sent to the North West point at such a
distance from the scene of action , that
it -was of no more use than if it had
been in Eng land. It might perhaps witlv
the fugitives delay for a short time the
conquest of Gallicia , but this could have
little effect on the main operati ons.

Buonaparte , as soon as he had crossed
the Pyrenees, put all his forces in mo-
tion. His schemes had been previous ly
-well laid ami digested. He was now at
the head of a very ndmerou s army ; his
most experienced generals wer e around
him ; lar ge bodies were following him
from France ; provisi ons were in plenty,
and every separate corps completely
provided. He himself kept with the
main body: two armies were detache d,
th e one on his ri ght the other on his left
to disperse the Spaniards in arm s in those
quar ters. Blake commanded in Biscay.,
and made a vigorous resistanc e. But the
repeated attacks of the French drove
him to the hills , and at last his ar my
was completely disper sed. Thus all Bis-
cay was subdued ; its pr incipal towns were
taken ; and the fugitives retreated into
Gallicia , where was an English army
under Oeneral Baird , makin g a tedious
march from Cor unna to join Genera l
Moore in Spa in. ,

The arm y on the left was equall y
successful. It followed the cours e of th e
Ebro to attack the arm y under General
Casta nos, and hy a successfu l manoeuvre
completely broke it, and compelled it to
a preci pitate fli gnt. Freed from all ap-
prehensions on the ri ght and left , Buo-
naparte marched towa r ds Bur gos, where
he made an immense seizur e of woo),
and thence directed his cours e towards
Madrid. An En glish arm y had marc hed(
from Lisbon toward s the plains of Cas~
tille under the comman d of general
Moore. It was said to have got as far
as Salamanca; but the disasters of the
allies compelled it to retreat. Thus the
countr y was open to Madr id, unless its
inhabitants , reinfo rced by an arm y from
the South , would come out and oppose
the enemy . Stron g resolutions were
matte by the centra l J unta of the ciw
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zcns. The town was to make a stand,
and defy the conqueror ; but the fatal
news arr ived almost as soon as these re-
solutions , that the place had surrender-
ed by cap itu lation to the conqueror.

His arm ies arc now pouring fast into
Spain.. All connected with each other ,
follow a certain and well-digested plan .
On the other sid« the Spanish apd En-
glish force is broken , divided into ar-
znies) separated at vast distances , from
<ach other , an d without any prospect of
co-operation. As far as we now know
of them the state of Spain is desperate .
The country from the Pyrenees is open
to Buona parte , the direct roa d to Ma-
drid being- filled with his tro ops. An
arra y in Biscay keeps the whole North
West of Spain quiet. The retreat of
the English,leaves all Castilie and Leon
$nd the Countr y near Portugal incapa-
ble 6f injuring the -French. The defeat
©f Castanos * army has opened the way
to Barcelon a, and a large body of troops
has probably been detached to restore *what the 'French will call order , in Ca-
talonia. The conque ror from Madrid
is now directin g Ms course southwards ,
pr obabl y toward s Cadiz , by which he
will set at liberty a large body of his
capt ive soldiers and sailors , and perh aps
lie* may regain possession of his fleets ,
for we do not know of any strength suf-
ficient in Andal usia to resist him.

The rap idity of these conquests brings
back to our minds the feats of a Nebu-
chadnezzar , a Cyrus, an Alexan der , or
a Cae sar . The world at differen t periods
has seen these warr iors new modelling
the earth . Man is said to be a reasona-
ble being , but when he acts in great
masses, force is the general instrument
used. On the necessity of such change s
being operated , we mu t look to the
state of thx? world piior ,to them before
we atte mpt to comp lai n," Ihe evils may
be severely felt by the existing genera -
tion , but it might ako be the case that
deep rooted prejudices coti ld not have
been, des troyed but by these violent
sr.can?. W hat can be more contempti -
ble and imp ious than the insinuat ions of
the Spaniards to the abominations wor -
shipped in that country ? Ha d they
feten successfu l, their images would
have continued high in veneration .
There is no reason to believe, th at even
their horrid Inquisition would have been
destr oyed, "We may lament the fate pf
a natio n, that loses its independence :
Vu<» if it has been bru talized by a, had
f r QreKnment., if. <u» odious tyrann y over

the mind has long been exercised, l£it
tts not arrai gn Providence ,- il* it rais es up
instruments to destro y the most abo-
minable superstition and bigotry . We
see but little way - into the decrees of
Provi dence, but this every Chris tian
must know, that kings and nations ar e
amenable to the laws of God, and the
intolera nce and bigotr y of Spain cannot
be reconcile d with any princi ple of
Christia nity.

Success has attended the arm s of Buo-
naparte 's all y. Finlan d has bowed to
the yoke of Russia. The forces of Swe*
den are retre ating, and an armisti ce has
been concluded  ̂ which leaves Russia in
possession of a "very extensive terri tory.
In the terms of this armis tice it is*in-
sisted upon by the Russians, that the
Lutheran minist ers who had fled , should
have liberty to return to their respective
paris hes. Russ ia does not interfere with
the rel igion of its subject s; it is content
with civil obedience. The future fate
of Sweden no man can at present antici-
pate : the ter ms of the conference of
the two empero rs are not known.

Aust r ia still remains quiet . The
convulsions of Spain have not indu ced
this power to risk greater losses than
it has alread y experienced thro ugh its
own excessive imprudence. Its neigh-*
hour Turke y is putti ng on an unusual face
of activity . Its Vizier is full \ of zeal,
and sensible of the necessity of great
exertion s to preserve the falling state. It
is not yet reconciled to Brita in, and our
atte mpts to negociate have been hithert o
abortive. It i$ reduced to a great strait ;
whichever body of infidels it tru sts*little secur ity can he expected ; and it*
own strength is not sufficient for pro tec-
tion , unless it should be concentrat ed
with a degree of wisdom, which can*
not be expected in so uncivilized a state
and barbarous a governmen t.

Peace indeed is likely .to be for a long
time a strange r to- Euro pe: and if we
cross the Atla ntic, wher e she has so
long resided , her longer sojourn is .du-
bious . A most interesting debate qccu-
pies the attention of the United Stat es.
The wars o£ Europe had sq int errupt ed
their commerce, that it was thou ght
wiser to cut oijF all intercour se with th is
par t of the world, than to risk a war
with eith er of the conten ding powers.
In the mean time , app lications were ma4«
to the hosti le power * to regard the eight *
of neufc rajs, and to rescind their orde rs.
Both powers hav e refused. En&land has.
stated, tha t her order * were nwesrif o

€&4 State of P ullic Affair s.



¦by way of Retaliation , Sihd the complain-
ing country must have recours e to tjtiat
power which has caused the injustice.
The Pr esident , in his message to the
Congress , laments the situation of the
country, and leaves to its wisdom to
determine the prolo ngation or cessation
of the embargo. The question was im-
mediatel y taken up by the Con gress,
and the result is impat ientl y expected in
Kng laftd. The commerc ial bod y will
unite for the repeal of the embargo : the
inconvenience of it m ust be very^ gene-
rall y felt , but there may be a sufficient
num ber to ju dge of its advantages over
the horrors of war .

Jn fact the question is a most import-
ant one , and it will be discussed with all
the warmth that various interests cap
excite. W ill the still voice of wisdom
We heard in such a tumult of contendin g
par ties ? The voice of th y brother 's
blood crieth to me from the earth , was
the solemn sound , uttere d on the first
murder perpetrated in the world. What
was the occasi on of that murder ? and
for "what cause will so many murd ers be
occasioned, if the States should enter
into a war with either or both of the
parties , that are desolating their own
world with blood ? Is not America suf-
ficien t for its own existence ? Should
Almighty vengeance extir pate the tigers
of Europ e* submerg e that unha ppy con-
tinent , and destro y its floatin g batteries ,
would America be incapable of .sup-
porting" itself ? May not the miserable
con tention s of the old worl d be the
me an 9 of promotin g internal improve-
ments in the new, and h it not better
to suffer temporary inconve nience , t han
to enter into a course of war fare , which
can assimilate us. only to brutes ? After
all for what are we to lose the lives of
our country men and destroy the lives of
Eu ropeans ? That we may export some
of our commodities to Europe , and re-

OBIT UARY.
ADDITIO N TO FO RMRR OBITU AR V.

feiSHO p York j b , (p. 571, 2.) was
-in 177a , a member of The Qlerical
Assemblyy who met at Tenntaori 's -Li-
br ary , near the Mews, with a view,
as they expressed themselves', « to
request a revisal of the articles' and li-
turgy and forms of subscript ion ; but

ceive in return it* produce ! By this a
quantity , of wealth may eventually be
obtained ; but wilt not the expense of
one year's war destroy the gain of many
years ' commerce , and besides is all the
commer ce of the world worth the ex-
pence of human blood that may be shed
in its defence ? In the old world life is
not rated high; but In a new country
the value of human labour is duly ap-
preciat ed. Wha t can justify war but
absolute necessity ?

We shall expect the result of the de-
bate with some anxiety . We wish to
see how far the new 'world is improved*whether it is"kept in chains by the pre-
judices of its ancestors . The crisis 10
very extraordinary. Suck a debat e Har
not before been brou ght on the gremF
stacre of the world. The hostile pow-
ers in Euro pe having refused to rescin d
their orders , Amer ica ha* no alterna-
tive but to continue its embar go or to>
unite with one of these parties . In
unit ing with France it unites -with an
all y, that can render it no assistance
oft the seas. In uniting with Eng land
it is immediately ban ished from the
shores of the Cont inent. In continuing
the embar go it has 30 vent for the sur-»
plus of its stores. Inconvenie nces result
from every step that it ^akes. * The grand
question is; which is attende d *with the
least inconveniences ? Here the ]«oli t i-
cian will find himself embarrassed *
surely then much ought to be endured
before a nation rushes into the horrors
of war. Ameri ca has no idle people to
emp loy merel y to cut the throats of their
neighbours ! they have a sufficiency of
lands uncultivated , that requires all the ir
population : and , when they can lea*I
honest lives at home, why should they
enter into a stat e, which is necessaril y
the J paren t o£ vice in a good country, and
useful only in the old world as a cor-
rector of vicious and profligate habits ?

Obituary . 685

judged it fittin g fa consult first their
spiritual superior s, aj*d tO'be dire cted iff
them. *9 This as3Qci£u<5ft was iiff ltreiit
from that of €h$ \Ct*rf omt P &iuapr i
meetingaf j rfta feathers* TaVcrn , Stran dTOrf fHtottc t" w*s7 0>at ikk.Jf if riM .dtfc ermixted to *op \f %o the Leeithtu rc
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for relief , whereas the Assembly  were for
app lying to the bishops alone ; a mea-
sure which could never be expected to
have any effect, and which was perhaps
adopted to hinder or weaken , the force
of the petition to Parliament.. Portetf s ,
the present Bishop of 1,on don , was of
the Assembly. (See Mr. l.indsty 's
f indivite Pt ustleinme. p. 51, J J 2 - )

September 28th 1808, at his house in
HammersmitH, the REV. WILLIAM
HUMPH RYES, in the 47th year of his
age. He was blessed v.*ith a religious as
well as libera l education , and at the early
age of nine years evinced a sense of the
importance of religion, which he never
afterward lost. His views were fi^ed on
the aiimstry . and by his friends he was
eesigned for the Est ablished Church ;
but he became, on full conviction , a de-
cided, though a liberal Protestant Dis-
senter, from :he perusa l of Mr. Palmer's
Nonconformist 's Catechism In the year
177 8, he entered as a student , at the
Academy at Homerton , then under the
direction of Dr. Conder, JDr. Gibbo:^,
and Dr. Fisher ; about which time he
became a member of the Church in
White Row, Spitalfields, then under the
pastoral care of tr- «j Rev . Nath . Trot-
man, now of the Rev . John Goode.
On leaving Homerton , h e \^#is soon in-
vited to preach to a small ard decayed
congregation at Haverhil 1 , in Suffolk ,
where that county borders on Kssex and
Cambrid ge h ire. Here he v.-as ordained
to the pastoral office , I k e .  10th , 1783.
His labours were acceptable and success-
ful; but in the yea r 1791, he was laid
aside from the ministry by illness grow-
ing out of a feeble constitution He
then returned to London and united h im-
self (as a private member) to tin. church
in Fetter-lane, at tha t  time under the
pastoral care of Vr. Pavies, now living
in a vencruble a^e at Reading. R e laxa -
tion restoring the vigour ot his bodil y
3.nd mental'powers, he ventured to ap-
pear occasionally in. the pul pits of hib
fr iends , and consented to be a preacher
#t th e Thursday evening lecture , which
•was then held at New Court, Carey-
Street , arud is now carried on with great
acceptance at Fetter-Lane: and in the
Spring of the year 1792 , he was so much
recruited as to' undertake the office of
rnorning preacher to the Independen t
congregation at Hafnnierstn.ith ^ to which
ftis - ' companion r ar the, academy and
riend Mr; ftoWr t Winter, was pastor

4* mr

and afternoon preacher ¦. When Mr.
Winter,, in the year 1796 , removed from
Hammersmith, to become the afternoon
preacher at Hanover-Street, Long- A ere,
(where Mr. Worthington was morning
preacher) Mr, Humphryes was invited
to succeed him in the pastorship, to
which he readily consented. On the
32d of March in that year, he was.p ub-
licly set ap art , the Rev. John 'Winter of
Newbnry, Berks, preaching on the occa-
sion. Here, he continued usefu l and be-
hoved t.'ll his death , his ministry being
interrupted only by illness. 7'h ree
several times he was attacked by the
rupture of blood-vessels; the last attack
was fatal. It took place after the services
of Sunday, Jul y 10th. A j ourney to
Canterbury afforded him no relief ; he
grew worse and worse ; was brought
home at hie earnest desi re, scarcely alive,
011 Tuesday, Sept. 27th ; and dieel the
next day. He was interred in Bun hi II
Iueld> ' JBury ing -Ground , Oct. 6th. when
th e Rev. \V . Jay, of Bath, delivered a
funeral oration over his grave. On
the aft ernoon of the Sunday following,
a funeral sermon was preacned for him ,
in his former pulpit, by the Rev. Robert
Winter. The Sermon and Address are
published, and have fu rnished materials
for this article.—Mr. H. appear* to
have been an excellent if not an emi-
nent man. He possessed a good under-
standing and an amiable heart. If not a
scholar , his mind was well-informed-
His sen timents were t^iose of Calvin ; his
creed grew straightcr with his ' years ;
and like many dissenting ministers of
the present day he seemed alarmed by
the prevalence of free enquiry into a
more evangelical strain of preaching ;
i. e. a strain in which certain peculiar
doctrines arc perpetuahy insisted on,
and made the grounds of all religion ,
and the only motives to virtue. As a
p .eacher, Mr. H. was not adapted to tht*
mul t i tude :  His Sermons Were not cal-
culated for the meridian of the Taberna-
cle. But if he did not enj oy ]popularity
he never sought it. He possessed the re-
spect , esteem , confidence and love of his
own flock , who testified their sentiments
by many substant ial acts of kindness •—
It deserves to be mentioned in praise of
Mr. Hump hryes, that be courted the
company of youn< student s for the mi-
ni*itry, and associated them frequentl y at
his table ; remembering, as he was accus-
tomed to say, -how- much he was gratified
a$d encquraged by the notice pf senior jpii

6S6 Obituary .
Rev. William Humphryes.



ulster s ^vjr en he was himself a student ,—
He -was severel y tri ed in domestic li£e,
but was always calm and contented.
H e believed and lived up to the truths
of religion which he preached.

Nov. 2.6. i 8p8, aged 77. Mr. ED-
WARD LOVE , of Headcorn , K ent.
He was ordained an Elder over the Ge-
neral Bapt ist Church in that place in the
year 1765, and dischar ged the duties of
his office with honour to himself and ad-
vantag e to others ; but h ad been obliged ,
th rou gh th e infirmit ies of age, to relin-
quish his public labours a considerable
time previous to his death. In his reli-
gious sentiments , he was a decided Uni-
ta rian , having been led to ren ounce the
Arian hypothesis, which he maintained
in the earl y part of his life, throug h read-
ing" Dr- Lardner *s ' Letter on the JLo gos.'
This work i£ conju nction with the Ser -
mons of that eminen t Divine, he was in-
fluenced to peruse by the recommenda-
tion of the lafe R ev. Mr. Wiche , of
Maidstq ne,with whom he was for ma-
ny years in habits of intimacy. The de-
ceased was eminent ly distinguished for
candou r , humility a#d upr ightness . In
th e differen t relat ions o¥ a husband , pa-
rent and friend he acquitted himself with
credit , and by the mildness of his dispo-
sition and the uniform rectitude of his
conduct adorned the religion which he
professed and tau ght. His in terment
took place on the Wednesday following
his death , "when a discourse was deliver -
ed on the occasion from 1 Peter v. 4« to a
crowded auditory , apparen tl y anxious to
pay th is last tr ibute of respect to the
memory of a man deservedl y esteemed
for his excellent qualities and sterlin g
worth.
Of no distemp er—-of no blast he died—
But fell like autumn fruit that mtllow 'd

long :
E'en wonder 'id at , because he dropp 'd no

sooner— **—
He av'n seem'fd to wind him up for three

score years and ten ,
Yet freely ran he on a few years more ,
Till like a clock worn out with eating

time ,
The wheels of wear y life at last stood

still. • '.
ff cadcor n, iVW. 28th , 1898.

J OH N COUPJLAND.
Died at Islington, Sunday th e 20th of

November , 1808, in 'the 49th year of
her age, Mrs . SAI^AH BROMLE Y ,
wife of Nath aniel W. Bromley , Esq.
Her rema ins were interred on the fol-

lowing Saturday , in the Cemetery be-
longing to St. Andrew 's pari sh, Gray's-
lnn Lan e, Holbo rn. This afflictive dis-
pensat ion of Pro vidence was improv ed
at Leather Lane ^—in the morn ing by
the Rev . Mr. Barrett , from 2 T1m. 1v.
7, 8. I have f ottgh t a goodfg ht  ̂ &c. and
in the aftern oon , by the Re v. J.  Evans ,
from Numbers , xxiii. 10. Let trie die the
death of the: righteous  ̂ &c. Her life indeed
was the l i fe  of the righteous ,—and her
latter end was like unto his I Her piety to
God—her benevol ence to the poor- ^-^er
kind behaviour toward s all, j ust ly en-
deared her to those who hs»d the pleasure
of being acquainted 'with her. A better
wife and a better mother never existed.
Her Ioss^therefore to her own immediate
relatives , her husband and children / is
irre parable. But they /have rea son to be
gratefu l to the Suprem e Being for hav-
ing spared ?£er to tliem so long, and for
havin g enabled her when the fatal period
came , to sustain her short and veiry
painfu l illness with an exemplary for-
tit ude and resignation. Nor will her
atfflicted partner , together with the be-
reaved child ren^ those memorials of
th eir mut ual Jove and affection , fprget
to reali se those substantially consoling
wor ds of the apostle I tuoufd not have
you to be ignorant brethren concerning them
ivh 'ich are asleep) *Af' yc serf 'o-zv not as
ot hers ivhicb have no hop e, f o r  if *zve heliei>e
that J esus died and ro te again, wen so tbttn
als o ivhleh sleep in J esus 'will God kr if tg
ivith him. , .

At J3ri $ton, near Clapham , died , No-
vember 23, 1808, Mrs . J ANE POQ fc,
in the 72nd year of her age. Left a
widow in earl y life, she supplied the
loss of her hi ghl y esteemed par tn er bj
her prudence , industr y and integrit y',
so as to brin g up her famil y with coni-
fer t and respect abil ity. * She had for
some few years past retire d from.' busi-
ness but was latterl y worn down by a
painfu l disease—of which the best me-
dical assis tance could only afford a tern *
por ary alleviation—
A few soft night s aod balmy days impart !

Her funera l serm on was preached at
Worshi p Street , (of -which place she
was an old and worth y member ) by the
Rev. J . Evans , from Lamen. iii, %6 .
I t is good that Hve should hoth boj>* and. qui-
etly  wait f o r  the ialntation of the Lord.
He had been in the habit of visitin g her
and of adn ^ii-tering to her th e Lord ,
supper during her very severe intl i^p *

Obituary . G&7
Mr. Edward Love.—Mrs. Bromley.—Mrs. Pod,
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CONS TITUTIO N OF THE FIRST SuC .IKTY OF U N I T A R I A N  CHRIST IANS
Itf THE CITY OF P H I L A D E L P H I A , ADOPTED 23, 1 807.

Prel iminary Declaration.-—I. That this
SQCfet y claims, and by the presen t act
exercises, the right , which as intelli gent
and accountable beings they possess, and
which is guaranteed to them by the ex-
cellent constitu tion of their country , of
J udging for themselves in mat ters of re-
ligion , and of performing the social acts
thereof in that form and manner which
conscience dictates as most rational , de-
eint and acceptable.

%. That the onMy pro per object of su-
pre me adoration and worship is the One
j t&ing ant? true GoJ the Father , in w hom
tflfcy believe as the Maker of the hea-
vens, the eart h, and all things therein.

3,. That they receive the Scri ptures of
the Old and New Testamen ts as the au-
thentic records of bis revealed will to
mankind.

4. That they cordi ally and th ankfu lly
acknowledge J etus Christ as the Son of
God, the pr omised Messiaj i—to whom
al) obedience ought to be rendered as to
the dist ing\iisihe4 and approve d messen-
ger of the love of Goci to the human
race-—w hom he rais ed from the dead—
and by whom he will, at the last day , re-
caj all mankind to life and rend er unto
them , according to their works.

t
That they believe the Holy  Spir it

. e that extra ord inar y, divine energy
and , power,, which was granted to pro-
ph^ta and holy men of old, but which
•viras manifested pre-e minentl y in Ch r ist ,
and afte rwards in his Apost les and other
believers of the primitive age, whereb y
Ifchey were enab led to bear mirac ulous tes-
timony to the truth of the Gospe l , and to
$pjxad it throug h all nations of the wor ld.

Being more over of opinion that , every
(Uhri ^ian Society constitutes a complete
Chur ch within itself, with power to
establish regula tions for the conduct of

its affairs, so that the same be not con-
trary to the wor d of God , and to revise,
alter and amend them as may appear to
be needful, they ordain and consent to
(as on the whole best adapte d to their
present situation ) the follov*-ing

RULES .
I. Public Worship. —I. All t&e deyo*

tional services of this Society sl}all be
addressed to th« ONJE GOD and FA*
THER of all, in the name of the one
mediator J esus Christ , w. conformity
with the foregoing declaratio n.

a. The doors of their place of worship
shall be open to all persons wha tsoever.

3. The sta ted periods fbi? the celebra r
tion of the Lord 's Supper shall be the first
Sunday in the months of February, April ,
J une , Augu st, October , and December ;
but un extra ordinary celebration , may at
ajiy other time be h^d on reasons stated
and prev ious npt -ice given.

4 Ever y person , whether connected
with the Society or not , ihajl be admit-
ted to a partici pation qf this ordinance,
who maintain s a serious and prop er beha-
viour , and who has not been notoriousl y
guilty, or does not* live in the; practice 06
any flagrant bre ach, of decepcy and good,
mora ls.

II. Gy uf llif icv ticn* Jif lmij sipn and Excur-
s ion of  Members .—i . Pe rsons, of either
sex,, of fu i} age, and who contrib ute in
t heir own ri ght , not less than four dolr
lars per; annum to the fund s of the Socie-
ty, may,beepme memjmrs thereof and
vote in its , proceedings, having first sub-
scribed the declara tion and. rul#s. ^

ro*
yided oevertheless , that if by rea.spn of
povert y, any member be rende red un-
able to continue his or jber cqntribut ion
to the said amount, he or she shall not
on that account be disquali fied*

»• JEy.ery person previ pue to admiision

INTELLIGENCE.

si tion. Indeed he, never witnessed a
more entire resignation to the will of
heaven. Her calm and quiet departu re
was a memorable instance of the tri-
uspphs of Chr istianity.

December aa , 1808, at the house of
her husband the Rev, W. Vidier , at
Westham , Mrs . VIDLER , after a long
and painful illness.

Nov. 11,—la -his- ,6oth year , the
Rev. RO CHEMONT BARi?AULD fof Stoke Newington . [Of this gentle-
man we have obtained a Af etxoir, which
will appear i» the Supp lement.

Dec. 5,—WIUtJ AM HAWE S^ M.D.
at his house in Spital Square . [A Me-
moir of this gentlem an also will be given
in the Supp lement. ]

I N
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shall be rec mmend ed by two or more
ac tual members; and if any quest ion
ar ise thereu pon the same shall be- dete r-
mined by baUot of the members then
present. , •

3. Application s for admission shall be
made to the committee of manag ement,
andj >e by them communicated to the So-
ciety .

4. Contributors to the funds of the
Society, who have not subscribed the
ru les, cannot be considere d as members *
nor be enticed to vote, except in the
choice of a Pastor , for which, a cpntribi*-
tion to any amoun t shall quali fy ; pro-
vided it have been re gularly paid , quar -
ter ly for twelve months previ ous to the
election , and the contributor have been
in the habit of constant attendance on the
meeting s of the Society.

5. Any member whose contribut ion
shall be, twelve months in arrear and *receiving notice from the Treasurer , does?
Hot with in fourteen days dischar ge the
same , shall be considered as having with-
drawn from the Society although he have
*ot explicit ! ydeclaired his intention so to do.

6. As it is the duty of every Christ ian
Society to watch over tbe moral conduct
of its member s, and cases may occur in
which admonit ion or exclusion may be-
come necessary, it shall be lawful to ha^re
recourse to either, of these expedients—
provided, that of whatever nature die
complaint may be, it shall be distinctly
stated, in wri ting, signed with the name
q£ the couiplaioant , and exhibited to the
committe e of man agement , who shall
employ every proper mean s to remove
the cause of offence. 1/ their endeavours
prove ineffectua l, the case may be
broug ht in the like form , before the Sq^
ciety at lar ge , who if they see fit , may
appoint a special committee to examine
the business , and make speedy rep ort
thcrton . J udgment shal l be given by the
Society, in the way of baLot , for acquit-
tal , admonition or expuls ion , as the case
may of ri ^ht and justice require —-if for
expulsion , it shall be carried into
effec t by the erasure of {he offender 's
name from the list of members
and exclusion from the Lord s Sup-
per. A record of the whole proceed ing,
shall be entered on the books of the So-
ciety , and the unani mous vote of a gene-
ra l meeting .shall be necessary to the re-
admission of such excluded member.

7. A similar course *h+\\ be pur sued
when any member , feeling aggrieved ,
$hall deman d an enquiry iuto his o? her

conduct ; and in either case, the rote o*
the person or persona immediately inte -
rested shall not be admitted .

Ill* ElcGtian and dismissal of a f rasttK **
—1; When any person desirous , of un-
dertaking the office of Pastor , shall have
given satisfactory proof of his qualifica-
tions-for the same, any three member s
of the Society may nominate him for m -
lection at the conclusion of a public meet*
ing for Worshi p w The election shall
take place at the like meeting next fol-
lowing the nomination , and if no cont ra-
riety of opinion appear he shall be Con-
sidere d as dul y elected—if otherwise, lie
sha II be determ ined by way of ballo t; and
the votes of three fourths of the whole*
number of qualifie d electors presen t shall
be necessary to a choice.

7.* The pastor immediately upon hi^
election shall sign the declaration and
rules , if he have not done it before.

3. He shall not be eligible as one of the
committee of management ,, but may,give
his vote as any other member of the So-
ciety .

4. Tn case of his. decliBiag the office,
he shall give as early notice of his inten -
tion so to do as circumstances will admit*.

5. If any cause of complaint arise as
to the conduct or pub He services of the*
Pasto r , the same shall be distinctl y stated *
in wri ting * signed by at least thr ee mem-
bers , and exhibited to the'commi ttee of
mana gement , who shall take it into nia~
ture con sideration; and if the complaint
be 'persisted in, it shall be their dut y :tb>
lay the same before the Society at the con-*
elusion of any public meetin g fibr wor-
ship. A day for a special meetin g shall?
then be fixed', at which the business shall
be fully discussed :, and order be take n; by>
way of ballot , by a majorit y of voters
present , havin g the same qualification s
as. for the choice of a. Pa&ori , ror discon-
tinua nce of the proceedi ng;^, for suspen-
sion of the Pastor 's functions , or. for him
final dismissal—-and.in the latter case the
pecuni ary emolument to which he fhav
hay- been entitled for his services, shaft
be continue d , in proporti on to the annual
amount , for six months from the time of
decision,

IV. General Meetings.-«~A. General an*
nu-al meeting of iho Society shall be held
on the fourth Sunday in. the? month of
December , Immedi ately aft er morni ng
ser v ice ; and special meetin gs may be at
any tame held , such previous notice be-
ing given.for. tfiat purpose as the business
to be transacted may agpctu- u> tequhc *

Jntetlige 'nce»*—C<msritutionofXF ni&&ri 4 ?KSoc;ietyi Pbilttdc tpAia. 9$9 ^



V. Off icers, —i. Five persons , mem-
bers of the Society , shall constitute a
committ ee of managem ent (a majority of
whom shall be a quorum) and shall be
chosen by ballot at the genera l annual
meetin g in December.

2. As. soon as chosen , they shall no-
minate from among themseh res a Trea-
sure r and Secretary .

3. All special general meetings shall
l>e called by the committee , except iri
cases where it is otherwise provided , and
they shal l be bound to call any such
meeting at the request in writin g of any
three members.

4. They shall make all contracts on
behalf of the Society, and two of them
at least , of whom the Treas urer is not
one, shall counters ign all bills before
they be paid by him.

5. No per.- on except the Pastor shall
be admitted to perform any part of the
public service or wor ship without the
consent of the committee ; and it shall
lae their dut y to appoint a suitable per -
son or person * for that pur pose either at
the request of the Past or , or in case of
his absence , inability, suspension > or the
vacancy of the office.

6. It shall also be with in the pr ovince
of the committ ee to provide for and re-
gulate any extr aordinary act of worsh ip,
other than that of the Lord 's day morn-
ing and aite rno on, whi ch the Society
may think proper to observe or inst itute .

7, Vacancies in the Committee by
death , resignation or otherw ise shall he
.supp lied by bal lot at a. general meeting.

8« The powers of the committee shall
exten d gener ally to whateve r may be ne-
cessary for the accommodation of the So-
ciety at their meetings , either for worshi p

6£0 Intelligence.—Constitution of Unitarian Society, Philadelp hia.

WIL TSHIRE CONFERENCE OF G E N E R A L  BAPTISTS ,
~ On Tuesda y the Z5th and Wednesday
th e 26th of last month , the ninth half
yearl y meetin g of this Con ference , was
Held at Trowbr idge, Wilts; where ,
accordi ng to previous appointment ,
JVIessrs .SmedIey,Aldrid geandKin gsrord ,
preached ; the subject of Mr. Smedley
on Tuesday evening, was " The Doc-
trine of R egeneration ," th at of Mr.
Aldr idgc on Wednesd ay , afternoon ,
*« The Advant ages of Religion ," and
that of Mr. Kingsford on Wednesda y
Evening, ** The Excellency of the Chris-
tian Temper. "-—Messrs .* Hook , J ones,
and Webley, also assisted in the devo-
t tonal part s of the service.

or business , and to thepromotion of th exn**ter est and views thereof —prov ided , th ^tthey keep a record of their proceedi ngs,
and report the same whensoever re-
quired by the Soc iety , who may either
confirm or annul any of their regulations
as to them shall seem fit.

VI. Funds of the Society. X. A befok
shall be kept with the names of sub-'
scribers and the amount of their contr i-
butions ; distinction being made between
those 1 who ar e members and others.

1. Contribution s, wheth er stated or ca-
sual , shall be received at the close of pub-
lic worshi p on the third Sunday in
March , J an e, Sept ember , and December ,
(due »otice being previousl y given) and
placed in the hands of the Treas urer .

3. The Tr easure r's accounts shall be
audi ted by the committee of mana ge-
ment , and produced at the annual meet-
ing when the balance shalV be paid over
to his successor.

4. Appropriations of the balance shall
be made at the December meeting, at
which time a certain sum shall be re-
tained as a stock in harfd , over which
the committee shall have no control with -
out the authority of a general meeting
held for tha t pur pose.

VJI. Amendments of the RuI es- ^—Can
only be made at a gener al meeting heM
for the purpose, with sufficient previou s
notice and a particu ^r statemen t in writ-
ing, of the alterati on contemp lated ; and
the votes of three fourths of th'e mem-
bers present shall be necessary to give it
validity.

VI ,11. Bap tism. —~A diversity of opi-
nion respecting Baptism appearing to
prevail in the Society, the consideration
of that subject is for the present deferred.

The extreme unfavour ab len ess of the
weather prevented several ministers from
attendin g, but the audience on the
whole was numerous. —-At the conclu-
sion of the public service on Wednes-
day evening, Mr. J ones announced that
th e Lord 's supper was abou t to be ad-
ministe red , and invited all prof essing
Christians present to join in the parti-
cipati on of it , regardless of all party
distinctions ; but such Was the force of
Calvinistic prej udice , that , th ough a
numerous company of spectator s re-
mained , not man y besides General Bap-
tists communicated .



In the transaction of business , to
which the morning part "of Wednesda y
was devoted , nothing of importance
occurred ; the state of the churches ap-
peared to be nearl y the same as at the
last meeting, i. e. on the whole pros-
perous.

It was agreed th at the next meeting
should be held at Downton , on W^d -

M • _ . . 
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A C O M P L E T E  LIST OF N E W  PUBLICATIONS ON M O R A L S  A K O'
THEO L O G Y  IX D E C E M B E R , 1808.

M K S . C A - P P f c's C O H R E C T I O N  O k  H E R  M E M O I R OF M R .  L H D^R Y/

The following JLetter did not arrive in time for the proposed correction. We
cannot , do better therefore J:ha q print it as sent to us , hopin., that the amiable wri-
ter wil l ^xcUbc: our inserting a copmunication not intended for the pu blic eye .

To the Editor, of the Montf i ly Repository .
Sir , York, Dec. 7t b 180$.

I am very sorry to give you th is trouble and more for rhe occasion of itj
but \ have just; discovered on tedding Mr. 'BeUh a ru 's exce llent Sermon and JM e-
Uxoir th&t iwy memyry ba* pJa ycd me truant r espectin g the time when Mr . l.incU«y

nesda y and Thursda y in the Easter week ,
1809 and that Mr. ». Kingeford should
preach the first sermon on Providence ,
Mr. Webiey the second, on ,Humilit y,
and Mr. J ones the third , on the co-ope-
ration of churches with their ministers .

D. J ,
Tro tuhxidg*! N 'u'V. IO, I808-

JWs- Publications.—Correspon dence* &t)l

1

A Semion, occasioned by th e death
of the R ev.Theophilus .Lindsey M A .
Pre ached at the Chapel in Essex Stree t ,
Strand, Nov. 13, 1808 : To which is
ad ded a br ief Biogra phical Memoir , by
Thomas Belsham , Minis ter of the Cha-
pel. Svo. 2s.

The Duty and Reward of sacri ficing
Tempora l Interests on the ^ltarof Truth ,
exemplified in the Character . of Abra-
ham . A Sermon , preached at the Gra-
vel Pit Meetin g-, Hackney, Nov. 20,
i8o8 , on occasion of the Death of the
Rev Theo philus JLinds ey, M. A . In-
cludin g a Memoir of the deceased by a
Friend. By Robert Aspland , 8vo. is. od.

I he Christian Hero ; A berm on ,
preached at the jVIectin ^-house, Wo!-*
verh ampton Street , Dudley, Nov. 13,
1808 ; on occasion of the Deat h of th e
Rev. Theo ph i^us Lind?e y, M. A. By
J anies Heiv s Bran sby. 8vo. is.

The Nature , Ori <nn and Effect of tl?e
Creation by J esus Chr L>t , considered in
a,JDi6Covlrge.9 delivered at JLhtchling, in
Sussex , before the Southern Unitarian
Book Society, on Wednesday, J ul y* *3>
1808. By Russ el Scott , izmo.

A Search afte r Truth , in a Dialogue
between Criton and l^h ilo, by R. Brad-
bu rn , forr uierl y a JLo cal Preacher anion gbt
the Methodists. 4d.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

W alk s of Usefulness in I^ondon and
its Environs . By J . GampbelL as-
half-bound. ,

• The History of Hannah and Samue l
ada pted to the Use of Societies , insti-
tuted for the Relief of L.ying,-in Wo-
men . *d.

NOTICE.
Mrs. C ^ pp e , has in the Press a Hi t-*

£ory of th&^J î f e  of  Chris t y in the wqrd s
of the Four Evange lists.—Th e Events
arran g-ed in a regular Series ,, incl udin g
the various importan t rrransact ioc*,
Conversations , Precepts , and Admoni -
tions , recorded by them of their Divine
Master , and illustrated by many Notes
and Observations formerl y tra nscribed ,
ironi the Short-hand Pa pers of vher late
Husband , the Rev , Newconie Cappe.
The Work is divided into Sections , and
accompanied by, such Reflections as ap-
peared to rise out of the >eveial Sub-
jects ; and its Object , to thro w new
Li ght on such Passa ges as muit necessa-
ril y seem obscure v/hen not taken io
their proper connecti on , also to convey
to the mind of the Reader a compre-
hensive Vi:?w of tfee whole Hi>tory ^
and the reby to exche our increase d At-
tention , and consequentl y a more livel y
Inte rest in the perus al of the Sacred
Recor ds.



liad the ©flcr of going: as Chaplain to th« Duke of Northumberl and to Tr efa ' <?„
Mr. B. p laces it before hip leaving Piddletown —whereas I have said that
it was whi lst he was at Cat ttrick —that I 'was ther ^ and tha t I saw the letter -—-•*
That 1 did see the letter is certain , but it must have been shewn me by Mrs . JL.
sometime after the tr ansaction. The fact is that my father died in July 1763*
Mr. L.. removed to Catterick the latter end of that year ; the Ear l of N——~d was
appointed Viceroy of Irelan d in September , about which time the offer must have
been made. *

I must beg the favou r , therefore , that the memoir I sent you a week ago, ari d
which I hope you have received , may be altered in the following mann er , and 1
hepe this letter will arri ve in time t6 prevent your havin g a great deal of trou ble.

The forme r part of the paragr aph, which succeeds that where mention i» made
of Mr. Lindsey *s Sunday evening must be altered as follows. «« Alth ough Mr .
X.. had so far quieted his scru ples, as to continue in the Church , he had long firml y
resolved never to accept any higher pr eferment * and had refused repeated offers from
other s, but especially from the Dtichess of N—«— d, who was exceedingly solicitou *
to fulfil the promise made to her dying paren t , of placing him in affluen ce. Ac^
*ording ly when the Duk e was appointe d Viceroy of Irelan d, about the time of Mr .
Lr. 's leaving Piddtetown , she wrote , &c.'* The narrat ive, to remain unaltered till
after the words "new and unt ried , '—then the assertion that I was at Cat terick at tt hc
time , in which my memory must have deceived me, to be erased. -^-Tfren procee d thus,
«» —Mr. Lindscy 's reply was full of gra t itude for the offered kindness , but the refu sal
was firm and decisive" leaving out the next two lines, go on "The Duchess made
one effort more , Sec,39 to the.end of tha t paragraph. The beginning of the% ext
must be .changed and what follows substituted in its room. ** After my Tate venc*
rable fi iend had resided at Catt erick sometime, a rheumati c fever which brought
him apparen tly to the brin k of the grave renewed his scru ples about continuin g ifi
the Church , and as he himself states , 1 c secretl y, but firml y resolved to seek an op-
portunity to relinqu ish a situation that was now become not very supp ortable. "* The
petition present ed to Parliament not long afterw ards , for relief in the affair of Sub-
scr iption to the Thirty-nine Ar ticles, caused some delay in thti execution of this de-
terminat ion till its fate should Be finally decided ; but Mr. L. had antici pated
almost from the first , what would proba bly be the result , and was mak ing talent and
gradua l preparation for the event that was to ensue,** Sec. Sec.

I wish 1 may have expre ssed myself intelligibly, but I write in great hast e, at
night , afte r having been writin g almost the whole d^y before this vexatious dis-
covery. I remain , dear Six ,*

Your sincere friend /
C CAPPB ,

6$2 Cor rcspondence * •

The Memoir of jbe late Rev . John Edwar ds, promised 'in the present number if
unavoid abl y post poned for the supp lement , which will be pub lished on Monday *,
January i6% 1809* when the present Volume will be completed. Our Readers arc
requ ested to give particul ar orders {or the supp lement art number , without
^hich their copies of the pre sent Volume will be inpperfect , and not to trust en-
tirel y to their booksellers , who may forget to pro cure it .

The Unitarian Christian *? Letter , from the I sle of Wight has been received , and
the note erido ^ed been applied to the pur pose for which it was intended.

The following Commu nications have been received , and are unde r considerat ion.
«*1V. C. on Mr .  Hirg inson 's Vindication of Dr. Pefcival ." ** H.W. on the Socinian
Controv ersy ." *c Calculat or , on the Account of the Tract Society." " John Lawn
©n Mr. BcL»harnV Let ters to Dr . Smith/ * «« Veritas and Laicus. " •

The following are intended for insertion. — " J . W. on the existence of the Devil .**
ad part. " Anti-B apt i^tes. * «* A Yofkshirc Corres ponden t on Mr. JonesrV Illus-
tratio ns. " " T. T/s Add ress on the Death of Mr . I indsey." " Mr. Drummond , of
Ipswich , on the refusal of Buri al to Unit aria ns.'* a Sonnet to the Memory of Mn
Iiiudsey. "

The Account of the " Meeting or Talk of Indians" snail 1>e inserted in the
Sttf -pl swent i as requ c&tcd , if we find it prac ticable.

* Apology, page i%\.




