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r I ^HE subj ect of these memoirs has a title to respectful
Jl notice in the biographical departmen t of your usefu l mis-

cellany. He, deserved ly^, ranks auiong devotional and histo-
rical wr iters of pecul iar merit .

Mr. Benj amin Bennet, was a nati ve of Wilsborough^ near
Market-Bosworthj in Leicestershire^ where the remark able in-
dications of his early piety and zeal were remembered and
spoken of with adrn iratipn and pleasure to the day of his death *His mind received a religious and devotional tincture from a
dan gerous illness^ with which he was attacked^ when he was
very young. The serious impressions, which that sickhessr
left on his hearty wfere carefully cultivated and improved . In
the period of youth he was solicitous to raise and strengthen a
sense of reli gion in the souls of his companions, and engaged
several to j oin, in convenient retirements^ in associations for
acts of devotion.

He was destined for trade, but when the time came to deter-
mine on some employmen t, the piety of his disposition
directed his views to the ministry : and / being encouraged to
fol low his inclinations , he applied himself closely to study, and
made a rapid and consp icubu s proficiency in all parts of learn-
ing subservient to the sacred office to which he devoted him-
self. He pursued his academical course at a seminary of the
greatest ant iquity among the Nonconformists, directed by MK,
John Woodhouse, silenced at Thrumpton , in Nottingham-,
shire, by the act of Uniformity ; who kept an academy at1
Sheri ff- Hales, in Shropshire, which flouri shed in the reign of
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Charles II. and at one time the number of students dmotiiitedE
to forty or fifty *.

On the removal of the Rev. John Sheffiel d to Su Thomas,
Southwark, in 1697> Mr. Bennet commenced his m inistry,, at
Templ e-;Hal l3 which adjo ined to the place of his bfrth ,, and
where Mr. Sheffi eld had formed a Society of Protestan t Dis-
sentersf. Here he officiated

^ 
with great acceptance to a very

ser ious people ; till he received an invitation to succeed Dr#
Gil pin, a gentleman of eminent talents and name at ' New-
castle upon Tyne ; whic h station he filled with great usefulness
to the time of his death . On the 30th of May, I699-, he was,
with th ree other young ministers, Mr. John Reynolds^ Mr. Han d
and Mr. Warren J, ordained and set apart by prayer and . impo-

* In the list of Mr. Woodhouse 's pup ils appear the names of tlie following
gentlemen ; some of whom were of the first rank . Sir Edwar d Harley 's two
sons, viz . the Earl of Oxford and Auditor Har ley, Henry St .  John , well known
in the reign of queen Ann , Thomas Foley, Esq. afterward s Lord Foley, »-—
iLecc hmere , Esq. Thomas Hunt , of Boreatton , Esq. and Mr , Yates , of Deanford ,
^ho was, in 1764* the last survivor of the young gentlemen , educated at Sheriff -
Hales . The Ministers broug ht up here "were assistants and immediate successors
to the ejected Ministers : and man y of them adorned eminent stations among the
dissenters ; as Mr. Spilsbury , at Kidderminster , Mr. Warren , at Coventry, Mr ,
»rdinan do Shaw, Derb y, . Mr. Tong and Mr "Newman , who both finishe d the ir
ministry at Salter 's Hall , in London. The Aristotelian and Germ an Systems of
Divinity were read at Mr , Woodhousc's seminary . He died in 170Q, pastor of a
congiegation at Little St Helens , Bishopsgate-Strcet , where he disch ar ged the duties
of his ministry with much acceptance and usefu lness. His funeral serm on was
preac hed ]>y Dr. Williams; ** who,** it was remarked by some of his pup ils, ae
Mr. Or ton informs us, " hath said too little of him§. J >

f Dr. Calamy 's Funeral Sermon for Mr. Sheffield , p 34.
\ Mr. J ohn Reynolds , born Feb. 19, 1666-7, was the eldest son of Mr. J o Hit

Reynolds , ej ected from the living of Wolverham pton , a considerable mark et
town in the county of Stafford. He was entered when he was seventeen a scholar
at Pembroke College, Oxford , where he studied four years. He spent several
years , in connex ion , as an assistan t , with Mr. Noble , of Bristol. In 1-508, lie ac-
cepte d an invitation to Shrewsbury . After ten year s service in this town, ill health
induce d him to resi gn his pasto ral office ther e, an d he removed to Bftlinel Green ,
in London , where he spent nearl y two years , and frequent ly preached for Mn
Chap man , the Minister of a con gregation of Dissenter * there. In 1722 , lie re-r
turne d into the country and fixed fiis resid ence at Walsall , in Stafford shire , wh ere lie
spent the remainder of his days , til l the 24th A ug. 1727, usuall y pre aching in tlic
morn ing for the valuable Mr. Godley , the pastor of the congregation in that town ,
This was a place suitable to his taste , as he coveted privac y and retiremen t ; thoug h
his manners were courteo us and obliging, an d his conver sation , though gra ve and
ser iou s, was oftentimes very pleasant and facetious His temper was extremel y
modest , humble , peaceable and very benevolent. His dhari ty was so munificen t ,
that thoug h he had a plentifu l estate he saved noth ing, but freel y gave whatever he
could spare to the poor , to w hom he was-ever accessible , and received their viii te
with conciliat ing tenderness and respect. His ministerial talents were distingu ish-
ing : his miad was rep lenished with divine and human literature : his love to man-

fc Palme r's Non-Conformis t 's Memorial , y. ii. p. £99, 3OO. 1st Ed- and an accoani of tin Pu-
cepUnff Academies from tli« rca tortttion of jCharl ec 11. MH. -fcaw m<r.
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Vition of hands* to the ministerial office at Oldbury Chapel, in
Shropsh ire^ by five ministers, who had been ejected fro m their
livings by the Act of Uniformity, in 1662*.

Mr. Bennet entered on his public character with a rnind,
richly replenished with divine and human learning ; and had
Formed an ext ensive acquaintance with ancient and modern
booksj of which he had a good collection. But, though the

kind was exten sive : his piety was warm and lively, and his zeal for the divin e
glory fervent and active. He was the author of " Three Letters to a Deist ,'*
" The Reli gion of J esus Delineated. " <c A Discourse on Reconc iliation ," and a
treat ise on " The Angelic World .'* An epitaph on " Bigotry ,*' written by him in
Latin was transla ted by Dr. Watts into English * and appeared in his *6 Reliquis e
J uTen iles." To his life is affixed «* A View of Death , a Philosop hical Poem, with
Notes '* His piece entitled ?« The Rel igion of Jesus delineated ," was meant as a
contrast and supp lement io Wollast on's celebrated and learned work entitled " The
Religion of Nature delineated. "

The -writer of th is has met with no information concerning Mr. Hand.
Mr. Warren , who had pursued his academi cal stud ied under Mr. Woodho usc,

was first Chaplain to Philip Foley , Esq. of Prestwood : from that retiremen t h$
wat invite d to the city of Coventry, where he officiated first as assistant to Mr.
Ton g and then as co-pastor with Mr . Joshua Merril ; and last as sole-pastor , till
he die(J in Sep. 1742. "He is represented to have been a man who mad e a very ami-
able figur e and throu gh whose life a general lust re was diffused ; his natural tem-
per peing mild , obliging and humane ; his mien and address being genteel and
manly ; his conversation being rendered agr eeable, fro m a facility and pleasantn ess
•f behaviour , a good acquaintance with men and things , and a quickness of wit.
All his deportment had an air of good-will to men. Few were more assiduous in
the pastoral ofti.ee. In ihe public functions of it he greatl y excelled. The clear -
ness of his thoughts, the propriety and freedom of his expression , the justnes s of
his method and the decency or his elocution were all animated by a true sense of
the importance of the things he delivered. He was much in prayer and had a happy
ta lent that way. His life , was prol onged to near seventy years. He died as he
liv^d, recommendin g a regard to seriou s rel igion to all that came about him ; in
t he most pertinent and patheti c manner , expressing at the same time a deep sense
of the failures of his life and a cheerful hope of a blessed immortalit y. " I have ,'*
he said , on the day of his death , *' that peace and comfort I would not be without ,
for a world. " Upon all views he had taken of reli gion it was his conviction tha t
iove was so essent ial to it9 that without that all our reli gious pretens ions are vain
and insignificant. It was a striking proof of the prev ailing temper of his mind ,
a pleasing trait in his last moments , that he desired a part icular friend to improve
his deat h by a Discour se to his congre gation on these words ; •' God is love ; and
he that dwelleth in love tlwellet h in God and God in him." 1 John iv. 16. In a
pape r found aft er his dea th , he had written " God is Love* &c. This is the grea t
groun d of my hope , I dwell in the love of God with all my heart , a>i<l soul, and
stren gth ; of the Lord J c»us Christ in sincerity : of all good people without dis-
t inction : and of all men , and even of all enemies , therefore ( shal l dwell with God
for ever and ever. Amen. '* This was the sentiment , which in his illness he ex-
pressed to the friend on whom he devolved the last tri bute of respect to has memor y.
44 Ht that du diet h in lo<vc9 diuelleth in God. 1 dwell in love, and therefore I dw ell in
God ; and may I not conclude , I shall dwell with him ? I think ," said he, " thin
conclusion is just f .'1

* Memoirs of Mr. J ohn Reynolds , p. z y .  '
t Mr . Jose ph Carpenter 's Sermon upon the deat h of the ReT. John WaTr#n , 19th Sep, i#r*
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avocations of his public post were numerous, he remitted no-*
thing of his assiduous appl ication to study, to which he con-
stantly devoted fi fty, sometimes sixty hours a week, which-he
distributed among the six days., as best suited his other occa-
sions.

He took great delight and was very dili gent in the work of
preaching, for which he was finel y qualified - He was ready to
this service in season and out of season, not only among his
own people, but all the adj acent congregations. He said to a
friend , that he often recollected being one time solicited to
preach in London^ when Mr. Timothy Rogers was present,
who broke out into such expressions as these : " Oh preach , by
all means preach, I would fain preach but cannot ; and what
do you know but you may do some good3 wh ich you may never
hear of till the day of j udgment." One way or other he was
much engaged in the concern s of most of the congregations in
the northern parts of England. He was usually applied to in
their exigences and readily assisted them with his advices and
services, as the occasion might requi re. His offices sometimes
proved ungratefu l, and his services not so well received as they
deserved . But it was j ustly observed, that they who pursued
measures contrary to what he recommended^ commonly saw
reason to acknowledge their mistake*

He was singularl y pertinent, copious and fervent in prayer ;
rising sometimes to a rapture . His discourses from the pulpit
were always very j udicious and pathetic ; addressed at once to
the j udgment and the hearts of the hearers . He was happy in
the choice of his subj ects, both as to their importance and ten-
dency . His manner of treating them was rational , clear and
lively. His thoughts were solid and weighty , and general ly ac-
companied with hovelty of sentiment. His method was accu-
rate and natural . His sty le had freedom , vivacity and strength.
His delivery was gra cefu l and solemn. And his whole deport-
ment in the pulpit was calculated to awe and affect the audience.
His administration of the Lord's supper was grave, warm and
affectionate : and in this service^ for which he took great pains
to prepare his own hearty he was thought to excel himself , as
his, perfo rmance of it raised admiration.

To his very acceptable, able and usefu l ministrations a vio-
lent fever put an end , on September 1st, 1726 , in the 52d year
of his age. As his life was peculiarl y exemp lary^ his death was
tranqu il and happy. He met his dissolution with admirable
composure and cheerfulness. From the moment in which his
distemper seized him , the attack was of a nature and force that
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left but littl e room to expect his recovery : and he professed
with an air of great satisfaction, that at the same time, his sick-
ness seized him, he was seized with the hopes of having/ as hd
expressed it, got his discharge. " Death," said he, " is no
more to me, than it is for a weary t raveller, after a hard day's
journey 5 to undress and go to bed. Some considerations, T con-
fess, mi ght plead for my stay in the world awhile,but they can-
not prevail with me to desire to live : I only desire, if Provi-
dence see fit to continue me, that I may submit." At another
t ime he declared , that " he had not one uneasv thought about
himself : death," he said , " is no awfu l thing to me, but will
be a happy remove to the Church above, where I have long
beendesirous to be." He told his own son-in-law, who attended
him as physician^ a.nd desired permission to call in other advice,
that he was willing he should use what means he j udged neces-
sary : but then added, " Doctor, I shall pray against you/*

He droptmany other such expressions; and designed to have
left behind him a solemn testimony to the great truths of the
Christ ian religion : but he was so enfeebled and his spirits were
so weakened by the severity of his disease, that he fbiind him-
self unable to dictate what he wished to say. It may be easy
to conceive, for he was attacked on Saturday and died earl y on
the next Thursday morning. He was, however, perfectly sen-
sible to the last ; and then departed not only with comfort and
peace in his own mind, but without a struggle or a groan.

(To be continued.)

Lzbera iion of Negroes in England * 345

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Sir,
Looking at your account of the African Institution, p.22Oof

the present volume, I perceive that you h ave notfull y stated the pro-
ceedings respecting the vote of thanks to Mr. Granville Sharp . I
first proposed to thank that venerable philanthropist " forhis op-
posit ion to the System of Negro Slavery " which necessa-
rily included his exertions for the Abolition of the Slave Trade,
Some fears w ere expressed that the Institution might ap-
pear to encourage an immediate emancipation of slaves in
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the colonies. Thou gh in my opinion such apprehensions were
groundless, yet, for the sake of unaCumity/I read ily acceded
to the alteration as you have reported it.

Since that meeting Mr. Sharp has favoured me with copies
of two letters^ on the subj ect of the liberation of negroes in
Englan d , written by him several years ago. The enclosed
extract from one of th em ad dressed to a benevolent physician at
Falmouth (who had interested himself to preven t " a poor
negro boy" in that port from being sent abroad as a slave)
will shew the difficulties which Mr. S. encountered in pro-
secuting that " labour of love/ ' to which he has devoted so
large a part of his valu able l ife. The circumstances will
probably be new to many of your readers .

I remain Sir^ yours,
Clap ton, J une \Q 3 1807. J. T. RUTT,

EXTRA CT Or A LETTER FROM GRANVIXLE SHARP. , ESGt.
TO P R. B. FOX. DATED JULY 11 , 1793.

To satisfy your 3d qu estion—*' What success has attended sinri-
lar attemp ts to rescue from slavery poor negroes who have accident-
ally been brought into other British ports ?"—It is necessary that I
should acquaint you that I was obliged to defend myself at a heavy
expense a gainst an acti on at law for having set a negro a.t liberty in
the year 17675 one Jonathan Strong. That my prosecutor James
Kerr, Esq. a Jamaica plan ter, was at length non-suited and paid tri-
ple costs. That J then printed the arguments which I had drawn
up for my own defence against an opinion fo rmerly given by the
Liords Hard wick and Talbot jointly,  when the one was Attorney
General , and the other Solicitor Gen eral, (a copy of which had been
produced to intimid ate me,) stating, " that a slave by coming from
the West Indies to G reat Britai n or Ireland , either with or without
his master, doth not become free , &c. and that the mas ter may legal ly
compel him to return again to the plantations/' (Signed) P, York and
C. Talbot ,and dated 14th January, 17%[). All which I disproved^ as
being contrary to the foundations of the English Law.

After the publication of my book in 17^9? 1 set many more negroes
at liberty, recovering them by writs of habeas corpus, from on
board the ships in which they were confined ; and by prosecuting
their masters, until  Lord Mansfiel d , in the case of James Somerset
(whom I protected ,) was compelled to give up the point in 1772 , and
to acknowled ge from the bench , (in opposition to the abore-men-
tioned, opinion of Y ork and Ta l bot , which he ci ted, as wel l as against
his own former assertions and practice,) that cc a case so odious as the
condition of slaves must be taken strictly : that tracing the subject to
natural princi ples, the claim of slavery n cyer can be supported . That
the power claimed by this return ," (viz. the return mud o by Jaraas
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Somerset's master, Mr. David Lisle, a lawyer, who afterwards
challenged me to fight him? because I had liberated his servant) u wai
n ever in usehere or acknow ledged by 'the law. That no master was
ever allowed here to take a slave by force to be sold abroad because
lie had deserted from his service, or for any oth er reason whatever. We
cannot say/' (here his Lordship spoke in the name of all his brethren,
the Judges on the bench, we cannot say,) c * the cause set fo rth by th ia
return is allowed or approved of by the laws of th is kingdom , and.
therefore the man /'(meaning James Somerset.) u must be discharged/*

This clear decision of the Court of Kings bench has since been re-
cognized and admitted by other courts, as unquestionable, particu-
larly in the case of Kay and Chrichton , in 1773, in the Prerogative
Court (Doctors Commons,) by the then judge, Dr. Kay : and after*
vards in the High Court of Admiralty, on the 29th June, 17/6, in
the case of Rogers3 alias Rigges, against Jones. And yet I have still
been obl iged, even afterwards, to in terfere for the relief of several
other poor negroes, and I always succeeded, (God be thanked ,) in, ob~
taining their liberty, but 1 never proceeded so far in the prosecu-
tions against their masters, as to press them for the pecuniary penal-
ties to which they are really liable by the Habeas Corpus Act, because
I was always contented to stop proceedings as soon as they submit-
ted and gave up the poor oppressed people*

MINUTES OF THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY OF DIVINES *

To the Editor of the Monthly  Repository .
Sir,

In reading this morning a work often called *f The Scotch
Confessional," but really entitled" " The Reli gious Establish-
ment in Scotland , examined upon Protestan t princi ples," a
tract, occasioned by the prosecution against the late Rev.
Mr. Alexander Ferguson, Minister in Kilwinning, published
1771, I met with the following" sentence :-— < .' The West-
rninster Divines, themselves, were in their own minds, we
have reason to think , no friends to such establishments as
the Orthodox conten d for : though the minutes and records
*f that assembly are not now, p erhaps, accessible."

The author of that liberal and j udicious tract is, proba-
bl y, amongsi the dead , and out of the reach of any in-
form ation about the point on which he speak s ; it may,
however, be usefu l and grati fy ing to others, whose taste and
studies lead them into researches after ecclesiastical monu-
ments. I feel a propriety, therefore, in say ing through the
channel of your Repository, to which I wish an extensive
circulation , that the minutes and records of the Westminster

Minutes of the Westminster Assembly  of Divine$. 34/



-Divines are " accessible. '5 They are deposited in Dr. Wil-
Hams's Library, in Red-Cross Stree t , in London : anrl per-
mission to inspect^ examine and make extracts from them,
there is no doubt , may be very easily obtained from the
Curators of that Institution,

I am, yours &c.
April 23, 1807. J. T.

la addition to the information already received concerning
j \f r s. Harr ison, u the* author, or more properly the Editor of the
* Miscellanies,5 in which appeared man y of the Rev. 3VJ>. Grigg's
poetical j eu d' esp r its ," we are enabled by this correspondent to
state, that u she was the au thor of a popular, moral piece, for
the instruction of children, entitl ed, . V Farailar Dialogues^' re~
commended by a Preface from the pen of Dr. Doddridge.3* ,

Editob.

ANSWERS TO cc THE INQUIBER . NO. ITI*."

1. u Fr ee and Candid Disquisitions"—2. Dr. Wodd of Nor-
wich.—?). PicteCs System of Theology .—-4. Grigg 's Po ems.

• r. .
The u Free and Candid Disquisitions," it appears from the pre-

face, were the compositions of several authors ^ who, partly from
modesty and especially from pruden ce, did not th ink fit to set their
names to the work. Their names are not yet known. Some per-
sons of the laity of great learn ing and worth , and some highly estim -
able clerical characters were embarked in the object, to ,which the
papers, under this title, were devoted - " I remember," says the ex-
cellent and venerable Lindsey , cc at the time, that in one of our
universities, there was a general disposi tion in the younger part of its
members, to favour these disquisitions , and an expectation that some
reformation woul d have taken place in consequen ce of them+." The
Copy, we are toM in the preface , was fi rst lod ged, in MS. in the
winter of 1746, in the bands of a very eminent and worth y pre-
late, with an humble request that his Lordship, would vou chsafe^ if he
thoug ht fit , to communicate the contents to the Convocation at one of
th eir meetings. Whether this were ever done, or whether any op-
portunity to present it to any usefu l purpose offered , was not known].

* Vol. ii. p. 86.

•f " Address to the Students of Oxford and Cambridge.1' Part I. p. 45> 4&»

4 Preface , p. 3,4*
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Answers to " The Inqu irer. No. in/1 34#
The name of the pre late to whom it was presented is not mentio ned.
The Archbishop of Cante rbu ry at that time was Dr. Pott er , the learn -
ed au thor of the " G recian Antiquities /* It haslatel y been announc -
ed to the public that the Editor was the Rev . John Jones , of Alcon-
bury, in Hunting donsh ire ; aft er of Shir pal 5 in Herts . He was also
the Editor of the 6 * Appeal to Reason and Candour *," There is an
interesting letter of this gentleman , expressive of his liberal ity and
piety, to Dr. Dcddrid ge, dated 1 74-1 ̂  from Rip ton Abbots, H unting ^
donshire -f-. T»

II.
It may gratif y T. C. A. of Chatham to be in formed , th at Dr. Wood *of Norwich , was settled in the former part of his life, at Swetttng ,

in Suffolk . He went th ere in 1732 , and was ordained pastor 1733*
He united popular ta lents with great seriousness . In 1747, he re-
moved to Norwic h, and died there Not . 7, 1767. Some time after
his settl ement in that city, he was complimen ted with the- degree of
Doctor of Divinity by one of the Scotch Universities . He was a
gent leman of great benevol ence, and extensive influ ence, the great est
part of his life, especiall y after his rem oval to Norwic h , in the coun-
ties of Suffolk and Norfolk . He was the esteemed friend of Dr.
Doddr idge, from whom there are eleven letters addressed to him
in Mr. Stedman 's publication of his corresponden ce. He died Nov.
2, 1767, in the 57th year of his age* His funeral sermon was
preached by the Rev . Thomas H owe, of Yarmouth , from Ueb. xi.
4. This discou rse affords no biograp hical account of Dr. Wood , and
chara cteri ses him only in the general strai n of eulogium , as an ami.
able man , a public and respec table character , and an excellent minis-
ter ; who never app ear ed to act with so much spirit as when doing
the most generous and disinte rested things : " . the pleasure of his
heart ," says Mr. Howe, " was his rew ard .*' We are also told that
he used frequen tly to call the gospel , A divine discipline to
FORM US to a HEA VE NLY TEMPER and X. TFE.

Few as are these parti culars , they may, perhaps , be au unseas on-
able antici pat ion of a fuller memoir from the pen of Mr. Newton ,
Dr. Wood s Son -in-law. T.

P. S. Dr. Wood pli rsue d his academ ical studies with Mr. Thoma*
Cook , of Fra m lingham , in Suffolk , un der his uncl e M r. Samuel
Wood , of Lavenha m , in the same county ; who kept a considerabl e
boarding school , an d tra ined these two pupils for the pul pit.

III.
B. J. of Bristol will probab ly have seen in number XV. of th e Re-

positor y , (vol- n. p- 168.) Pi ctel , corrected as a misprint , an d the.

* A Short memoir of Bp. Law : re-printed with notes , p. 7.
f u Letters to and from Dr. Doddrid ge," by Mr. Stedman , p. 3*41. The late Mr.

Thompson's MSS. Collections.
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right name Pict et  ̂ substitu ted for the misnomer of the press. Accord s
ing to Moreri , as quoted by Dr. Watkins , in his Biogra phical Die.
tion ary, he was born ^t Geneva, 1055 where he afterwa rds became
pro fesso r of divinit y, and died in 1724t He was solicited to ac-
cept the theological chair at Leyden ; but declined this post. He
was a moral and theol ogical wri ter of great rep utat ion * and his
"works w ere volumin ous. The piece referred to in the memoirs
of Dr . Foster , it is apprehended , ay as his Concise Compendiu m of
Theology, in 2 vols. 1 2mo. which was the text book in several semi-
naries : and it appears from u the case of Professor Simpson ," to
have been the system on which he lectured in the universit y of
Glasgow : the chapter on the cjoctr in^ of the tri nity, isf par ticular-
ly mentioned . T.

IV,
To the Editor of the Monthly  Repository .

S1R 3
Observ ing in some of the numbers of the Repository- an in-

quir y mad e after Mr. Gri gg's Hymn s, I beg leave to inform
you and you r cor responden t H. and the Edito r of the cc small
collection'* of them referre d to, th at I have MS. copies of Hymn s
of Mr. G- *s on the following texts. Rev. iii. 20. Luk e i. 6. Mar k
viii . 38. Mat. xii . 45. Lukexiii. 24. and of C ( t an evening reflection ,"
occasi oned by contem plating the setting sun. These ar e perha ps
alread y in many hands . But beside these, I have copies of Hymns
on Psal m Ixt k 16. Ixxxvii. 2. ciii. 13. Sol. Song, ii. 16. Matt. xir . 27,
John xiii. 7. Phil. i. 2K which were transcribed from th at old and
most excellen t pub lication , " The Christian 's M agazine,'' for 1765
and J 766, and were inserted there as his. Copies of any or all of
th ese, if desired , shall be at the service of any of your corr es-
ponden ts. I arri j Sir ,

Ealaf t d, near Ha lif a x, Yours sincerely,
J une C|, 1807 . JOSIAH TO YVNSEND :

350 An Examination of the Rein arks on\ Stone'*s Servian f

AN E X A M I N A T I O N  OF THE C L E R G Y M A N 'S R E M A R K S  ON
STONE ' S S E R M O N .  LETTER I I I .

To J/ i c Editor of the Monthly Repo sitory .
Stk ,

In my last I proceeded sp far in my observations on the Re-
mar ks on Mr. Stone 's Visita tion Sermon , containe d in you r
Repositor y for Febr ua ry last , as to tak -e into consid eration
all thovse passages in the New Testament which he refe rs to
in order to pro ve that " Christ is he wh om the New Tes-
tamen t writers assert to pe ood , and have shewn th at
such an assert ion is not lo be found in any of them , or
to be inferr ed fro m t l- *? m. On ihe contrar y, it is an obviou s
tru th - .th at the New Testame nt \v ri fers cio p osi t ive ly  asser t .



that the God of the ' Jews, the Jehovah of the Old Tes.-
tament> and the G?d of Christians* the God of the New
Testament, is the Fa ther and the God of Jesus Christ ,
and that he is the only God. (See John viiL 54. Aets iii .
13. John xvii. 3. 1 Cor- viin 6. Eph. u3. 17. and iv. 6-) Now
if > as these passages shew* - the New Testament does assert
in the stron gest and most Unequivocal manner that the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ is the only God. it will follow
that it cannot possibly assert that Jesus Christy or any other
beings is God in the proper sense of thai - term*

' without the
iDost glaring and palpable contradiction, such as would at
once destroy both its credib ility and divine authority. From
the nature of things therv it is manifest* that if the New
Testament is a revelation from God , it cannot contain in it
any such assertion.

But to proceed with our observations on this wri ter : he
say s) that " Mr. Stone has completely mistaken the prophecy
in" Isaiah yii. 14—^-16. The child mentioned in \% 16/* he
says , "is  Shear Jashub, not Emmanuel . As Dr. Kennicott
ri ghtl y observes, the word ought to be t ranslated * this child/
Isaiah holds his son in his hand* and points to him/' That
u Isaiah held his son in his hand, and pointed to him/' is
asserte d without any authority from the prophecy. Equally
unsupported is the assertion that , "Mr. Stone has completely
mistaken the prophecy /' He differs indeed from Dr» Ken-
nicott in his interpretation of it> but which of them is in*-
fallible ? May we not with equai propriety say that Dr.
Kennicott^ has completely mistaken the prophecy and refer t6
Mr. Stone 's interpretation as a proof of it , and what will
it amount to^ but that we think so > and this writer think s
otherwise ?

The importan t matter for which the prophecy is referred
to by this writer is the name gi ven to the child , which he
thus introduces^ " A virg in shall bea r a son , whose nature
shall be so. mysterious as to justify his being ca lled ; God
with us,y or as Jeremiah sty les him , ' Jehova h our righte-
ousness.' This last name," he say s> Ci the LXX. write, laxxsSeK,
making it a compound proper nam e, like Emmanuel.'1 Is
there any thing in the prophecy about the natur e of the;
child who is the subject of it , or is its mysteriousness made
the reason of the name Emmanuel ? certainly not. I>o the
scri ptures any where make use of such langua ge as, cc the
mysterious natur e of Christ " or do they say a sy llable abou t
his nature , whether it were human or divine ? Do they
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not uniformly speak of him as a person, as a man, with-
out the least intimation . of his possessing any nature supc-
Tior to that of man ? Has the name Emmanuel any re-
lation to his nature ? Does it not evidently refer to his
miracles and his doctrines, by which God was peculiarly and
eminently with us, manifesting his presence, power and good-
ness ? This is perfectly agreeable to the assert ions of our
Lord, that the Father was with him, that he dwel t in him ,
and that the works which he did were not his, but the
Father's who dwelt in him, and with those of his apostle^who says, that , " he was a man approved of God by
miracles and signs which God did by him,'' and that, «* he
went about doing good ; for God was with him." This,
therefore, is a sufficien t j ustification of his being called in
prophecy , *< God with us/ ' without the supposition of a
-mysterious nature as the reason of the appellation. There
is nothing then in the term Em manuel that proves' Chri st
to be God, or that represents him as being possessed of
proper divinity/

This w riter adds, 'c Jeremiah styles him , (th at is Christ)
* Jehovah our righteousness*,35 which is a compound pro-
per name, like Emmanuel. So, he says, the LXX. under-
stood it. Now when Jehovah is found in the composi-
tion of a proper name in the Hebrew scriptu res^ it is never
intended to convey the idea that the person or thing to
which that name is given is Jehovah , the God of the Old
Testament j but such names are designed as memorials of
^orne interposition of Jehovah, or of some benefits re-
ceived from him. For instance Gen. xxii. 14, a place is
called Jehovah-Jireth . Exod, xvii. 15., an altar is called Jehovah-
nissi . Judges vi. 24, another al tar is called, Jehovah-shalorti ,
Ezek . xlviii. 35, a city is called , Jehovah-Shainmah , and in
Jeremiah xxxiii. 16/ it is sai d, " In those day s shall Judab
be saved , and Jerusalem shall dwel l safel y : and this is the
name wherewith she shal l be called. J ehova h our r ighte-
ottsntss J 9 The nam e in the last passage is precisely the
same as that which this wrj ter applies to Christ ; if th^n
Jehovah being a par t of it in that passage, proves him to
be Jehovah, God, it will equal ly prove the person to whom
it is given in this to be so too ; consequentl y we shall have
two Jehovah s, and, according to our rendering, the one a
male and the other a female.

But we may observe, that in the latter passagef, the ?iame
* Chap , xxiii. 6. *f J er. xxxiii. x6,
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An Ex amination of the Remarks on Stone 's Sermon. 35*3
is supplied by the translators, and that there is no word th
the original to answer to the word wherewith in the trans-
lation, that the verb *Op here rendered call by our trans-
lators, is by them rendered preach y Jon* iii. .£, pro claim
Jer. viu 2, cry aloud? Isa. Iviiu 1, and so elsewhere : that nb
rendered she is a pronoun feminine of the dative case and
has here the ern pbasis of shewing ta whom the preaching
was to be, viz, to her , the anteceden t Judah and Jerusalem :
and the words^ 13p1̂  mrv are not here a name, as in chap,
xxiii. 6, but the . matter of the preaching, Jehovah is our
righteousness. The whole sentence then should be ren-
dered, And this is tha t which he shall p reach , (or wha t shal l
be preached) unto her , Jehova h is our rig h teousness. This
is perfectly agreeable with what the apostle says of the preach-
ing of the gospel*., that, " therein the righteousness of God
is revealed from faith to faith." And againf , " The righte-
ousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all
them that bel ieve/' God having effected by the liiission
of Jesus Christ what it was impossible for the law to do*
through the weakness of the flesh, that is, the fulfilli ng
the ri ghteousness of the law in us, who walk not after the
flesh but after the spirit^ , the appellation, Jehovah our righie-
cus?ies$9 is properly given to him in prophecy ; for the
apostle says||, that, *" He (God) hath made him to be sin
for us, who knew no sin ; that we might be made the
righ teousn ess of God , sv, throu gh him-*'

From hence it appears that the prophecy referred to by
this writer, (Jer. xxi ii - 6.) does not represent the subj ect of
it as' God or Jehovah, nor does the name by which he is
called, describe his person or nature ; but the effects of
his mission, and what Jehovah is to us through him.

Thus we have examined all the passages which this wri-
ter supposes contaia in them assertions th at Jesus is God,
that he is Jehovah ^ and have shewn that there is not any
thing like it contained in any one of them , ancl it may
be added that there is not a single passage in the Old Tes-
tament, which clearly refers to him ^ where he is said to bo
Jehovah ;' or where that name is given to him.

But to proceed to some further observations. This wri-
ter says, " Perhaps Mr. Stone will require us to believe, that
all those passages in the very earliest fathers, wherein the;
divinity of Christ is asserted, are mere interpol ations/' Whe~

* Rom. 1. 17, t iii. 22. t See Rom. viii. 3, 4. || % Cor. v. ax-



ther they are or are not mere interpolations, is of no con-
sequence, because we have proved that that doctrine is not the
doctrine - of the New Testament : if therefore they are genuine
it onl y prqves how soon they had departed from and cor-
rupted the simplicity of the gospel , and we have alread y
shewn3 from • the . writings of the New Testamen t, that the
doctrine of the person of Christ was corrupted before the
writings of the very earliest fathers had any existence, even
in the dav s of the apostles.

This writer furth er says, ". Mr. Stone wishea. to substi-
tute a subscri ption to the scriptures only, for a subscrip-
tion to the articles ." In this Mr. Stone ^manifests the true
sp iri t ol protestantism * and acts upon the noble maxim of
a great writer , that , " The Bibl e, the Bible, and onl y the
Bible,, is .th e rel igion of protestants." Has the Church of
England any more authority than the Church of Home to
set aside the scri ptures, and to tyranni ze over the consciences
of men, by imposing subscription to articles of faith in their
stead ? And does this writer, professin g himself to be a
prQtestan t , come forw ard as the advocate of such tyranny ?
I should now proceed to consider the charge he brings against
Mr. Stone, as rejecting all those parts , of scripture which de-^
clare the atonement , as spurious interpolations, and what he
advances in support of that doctrine , as also the allusion
be makes to the Levitical sacrifices, particularly the Paschal
Lamb, but I must reserve this , with your permission, for
another lettter.

JVMV

354 Orthodoxy of Doddridge and Wai ls*

ORTHODOXY OF DODDRIDGE AND WATTS *
1 o the Editor of the Monthly  Rep ository.

Sir ,
Yotj r correspondent in his remarks on the u Memoirs of the

Jiev- Mr. Clark of Birm ing ham/ ' (p. 6a, of the present vol.)
haSj I doubt not, sufficien t evidence from personal acquain-
tance with that gentleman , and recollections of him as a
tu tor, to deckle against the calumniou s Eclectic Reviewer,
that he 4< was no Arian ." This, however., could hardly "ho
presumed trom Dn Doddndge s high esteem for him/ * Be-
sides the Doctor 's well -known friendl y correspondence with
Christians of various sentiments , from Whitfield down to
Lardner,. we have , an account of his amicably disposition



towards a« Arian, thus given by his pupil anil biographer
Dr . Kippis. ^ * ¦ •

" Once I remember, some narrow-minded people of his congrega-
tion gave him no small trouble on account of a gentleman, in com-
munion with the church, wbo was a professed Ari an, and who
otherwise departed from the common standard of Orthodoxy. Thi$
gentleman they wished either to be excluded from the ordinance of
the Lord's supper, or to have his attendance upon it preven ted. But
the Doctor declared, that he would sacrifice his place and even his
life, rather than fix any such mark of discouragemen t upon one,
who, whatever his doctrinal sentiments were, appeared to be a real
Christian," Biog. Brit 2d ed. p. 307.

T must, however, agree with your correspondent , that Mr.
Clark might be j ustly presumed to be no Ariany at least
when chosen by Doddridge for an assistant. Which of the
num erous forms of a trinity the Doctor approved ^ it may
be difficult to ascert ain. Yet5 I think, he tfiust be classed,
by every reader of his Expositor, among those who believed
u that God was some way one and some way three/' tp
use the language of an orthodox opponen t of the Iearne^ .
James Pierce, quoted in his <f Western Inquisition/* (p. 35.')
Such a bel iever was not likely to prefer an Arian as a col-
league in the direction of his Academy.

That Dr; Watts has * also been Ci stigmatized by bigot^
J

is Justl y remarked by your correspondent. Yet bigotry, is
chargeable not so much with unfairl y-inaput-ing to'hini great devi-
ation s from his juvenile orthodoxy as with attributing such
deviation s to m ental debility, ar ising from age ami nervous de-
rangement. I wel l remember what ridiculous stones on this
subject were given to the reli gious world about 30 y$ars .
agOj I bel ieve^ through the med ium of u the Gospel -Maga-
zine," wh ich was thd Evangelical organ of that day . These
stories were chiefly attributed to Toplady, a. scholar and divine.,
whose talents might have been better emploved . The bio-
graphers of Watts, especial ly his friend Dr. Gibbons^ a man
of high integrity , clearly proved the fal sehood of such re- ;
ports . I wish they had proceeded further and give n us
fro m personal knowledge, and an - examination of the writ-
ings of Watts, an account of the variations in his theolo-
gical crecil . From such an examination , it would probably
appear, that he who in the day s of his ** younger assurance,"
as he expresses it , taught the Christian world to sing that ,
extraordinary couplet-r—

u This infan t is the mighty (r od ,
Cotac to be suckled and adorM ,"
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DUELLING.

To the Editor of the Monthly  Repository .
SIR *

The age in which we live is universally acknowledged to bfe
on€, in which civilization and the polite arts and sciences have
made considerable progress. It will therefore be the subject
of much inquiry, at some future period, how it has hap-
pened that amidst so many improvements, thebarbarou s practice
of duelling should have continued to rage with unabated
violence ; that the laws of honour, as they are called, should
have gained such an ascendancy over reason and religion
and all the sensibilities of social life ; that the tender re-
lations of father, hu sband , son and brother, should have been
sacrificed at their shrine; and that ail this should have been
allowed to take place without either of the parties having
committed the sli ghtest offence against any law, human
or divine; and that the most amiable character should have
submitted himself to take the chance of becoming the vic-
tim of the thoughtless, the rash and the turbulent, and
what is worse, of the bacchanalian , in his cups, when wine
had inflamed his passions and overwhelmed his reason.

It is not my intention to introduce to your readers the
ar guments of the moralist or the divine, or to point out
the laws of our cou ntry which stand opposed to this per-
nicious practice. They are too well known to need re-
petition. But you will permit me to point out at once the
cause and the remedy of an evil so dreadfu l in its conse-
quences, so abhorrent to the feelings of nature, so con-
trary to the dictates of reason and rel igion.

It will readil y be admitted that fashion , lo whose deci-
sion all ranks submit with the most implicit obedience, ha*

356 Duelling.
required at last all ' the aid of Charity whom h« I>ad in-
voked " to find out Mr. Locke in Heaven/' to prevent an or-
thodox brother from believing, that '*, without doubt he must
perish everlasting ly.'J This language of an arrogan t mortal
who " as God sitteth in the temple of God ," is indeed
the peculiar disgrace of the churches of Rome and England .
It is however a conclusion unavoidable from the doctrines
maintained by the truly orthodox in all churches.

I am Sir5 yours,
Bristol, April 20, 18O7* T, J.



itf efr the mischievous instrument which has gained such an
ascendancy over the httmari mind * that Ac laws of God
and our country are set at open defiance . People are hardly
aware how large is the empire of fashion , and what power-
ful and tyrannical sway she exercises over her Subj ects. It
exceeds the power of the papal chair iii its most flou rish-
ing state. It has neither rivers, mountains., nor oceans for
its bound aries. In this country it has effected what the
power of law or force could never have done ; it has made
all ranks forsake their native beverage for a foreign decoe-
tion of tea-leaves, while we see almost a rebellion rai sed
up ij i the East Indies for attempting to shorten a musta-
chio by force. Fashion makes us submit to every defor-
mity of dress ingenuity can in\rent^ withotrt a murmur or
comp laint.

Fashion ! tl*ou all -powerful goddess ! I at this time in-
voke and call thee to my assistance to give the death -blow
to this barbarous, this cruel custom, which thou hast estab-
lished and confirmed ; a custom which involves the h ap*-
piness of all thy votaries, and which in one fatal inpinent of
delirium converts the mansion of felicity into the abode
of- misery and distress. * ' * •

The remedy I submit for consideration is as follows:—
That an association be formed from the hi ghest circles and
of men of the most distinguished politeness in the kingdom ;
let it be called the association of honour, and all the d is-
putes which can now only be settled by duelling be refer-
red to them , and j udgment thereon be given by their com-
mittee appointed for that purpose, whose decision shall be
final , and the party so adjudged shall make , the required
apology . It would be a gem of the brightest lustre in the
crown of his Maj esty to be president of this society^ nor
is such a suggestion to be accounted visionary, when I in-
form yqu that a gentlem an l ong resident in Russia assures
me th at Catharine the Grear, treated d uelling with such rid i-
cule and contempt , that she effected in her vast empire
what I am now recommending here, and the practice of
duelling in her reign tot ally ceased.

It may be objected that the decisions of this court of honour
would be of no avai ls but let the punishmen t of th ose who
are hard y enough to resist the voice of fashion be consi-
dered and it wil l be found otherwise. The offender would
not only be accounted dishonourable, but what has more
weight, unfashionable aud impolite. He should receive na
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cards of invitation to any fashionable amusements, not be
received at court. He- should in fact be excommunicated
from all polite society, and considered as he reall y is—a
barbarian.

Thus would the laws of honour commence a new era
and receive a new cast—and he who was disobedien t to
her commands , would be like Cain , a fugitive and a vag-
abond ^ w andering on. the face of the earth with a punish-
ment greater than he could bear.

And you , my fair coun t rywomen, let me ask your aid.
You have an influence in society, though secret, yet power^
fuK It is you who in a great measure form our charac-
ters and mould us as you please^ honour me with your ap-
probation and my feeble efforts will be crowned with suc-
cess. - ' •

I have thus, Sir, sent you these imperfect hints, hoping
some conscientious person whose influence in society is more
extensive than mine, may improve and patronize such a
plan.

I remain^Her tfo rd, Your's respectfully,
May 19., 1807. R. F.
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ON THE APPL I CAT ION OF THE TERM cc UNITA RIAN. "

To the Editor of the Monthly Repository.
¦ Sir ,

A new correspondent , while he endeavours to contribute
his mite toward s the information of your readers, begs you
to accept his thanks for the able and impartial man ner in
which the Repository has been hitherto conducted . Nor is
this praise intended as common-p lace flattery . All your
readers, with whom I happen to be acquainted , highl y approve
of its genera] plan, and conduct , and admire more particu -
larl y one characteristic feature—the impartiality with which
arguments on both sides of controverted questions are ad-
mitted. ]n my individual opinion likewise ̂ the value of the
Repository is much enhan ced by its direct tendency to ex-
pose the errors of that syste m of false Christian ity , to which
long prescri ption has given the appell ation of Orthodoxy,
and to counteract the ph rensy of evangelical ilJiberal i ty,
cant and nonsense.

In Dr. Magee's Discourses on Atonement and Sacr if ice>



p. 110, notelO, is the following passage, on which, as my text,
I beg leave to make a few remarks.

"I t  is ' obvio us ' that the sect to which I here allude, is
that known by the name of Unitarians—a title by which
it is meant modestl y to in sinuate, that they are the onl y
worshippers of one God . From a; feeling similar to that
which has given birth to this denomination , t hey demand
also to be distinguished from the other nonconformists by
the appellation of rational Dissenters .1'

I am not surprised , Sir, as Dr. Magee regard s us ns the
off-scouring of Christian s, " even more to be d readed than
t he declared and systematic deist/ ' (pref .  p. 2.) destitute of
l earning, good intentions, honesty and every good princi ple^that he is not willing to allow us the appropriate but honor-
able title of Unitarian s, and that with a candour peculiar
to himself,  he sneers at our modesty ; while it is in our
power to return the same compliment to his humility, which ,
good man , he frequentl y distinguishes by proud capitals i
But the propriety of the appel lation must be determined
m a  different manner, Mr. Ediior.

It is a wel l known fact, Sir, that the Trinitarian contro-
versy fairl y amounts to th is—does the Divinity consist of
three persons or one person ? The great maj ority of Christi-
ans believe that the Divinity is constituted of three per-
sons ; and they are called, and call them selves, Trinitarians.
By the  same analogy of language, those who believe the
Divinity to be only one person, call themselves Unitarians.
Now , Sir , as these Unitarians mean modestly to insinuate,
that they are the onl y worshippers of one God, by p arity
of reason those Trinitarians mean to insinuate by their title ,
(whether wi th  equal motf esfj j - I will not say_> ) that they are
t he only worsh ippers of three Gods.

Inevitabl y as this conclusion follows from the Doctor 's
premises, it is far from bei ng my intention to invol ve Tri-
nitarians in general in the guilt of idolatry : my obj ect is
to expose the sneering haughtiness and tnalevoj ent insinu-
ations of such high-churchmen and intemperate zealots as
Dr. Magec. Indeed ,. doctor, I fea r your cause is desperate,
it in its defence you become (unwaril y we know) the ad-
vocate of idolat ry . But you are not the first, who has at-
tempted - to kill his enemy through his own body .

I leave T>f. Magee for the present, to consider, with your
leave , Sir , what is the real line of distinction between Tri -
nitar ian s and Unitarians ; for some, I understand^ are dubi -
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ous how far this honorable appellation ought to be extended
while others perhaps circumscribe its use more than is either
j ust or charitable. Suffer me, Sir, to offer my individu al
qp inion .

I think that all those who rej ect the notion of a plura-
lity of persons in the Godhead , (as it is expressed ,) are evi -
dently entitled to the appellation of Unitarians. No other
question is agitated between the Trinitarians : and Unitari -
ans , considere d as stich,, but the number of persons in the
J)ciiy; and as they decide on this one painty ought they
to assume respectively the title qF Trinitarian or Unitarian.
1 rnust confess that I cannot deem it j ĵ st or liberal ^ or
eligible in any respect , to narrow the pale of Unitarianism,
by restr icting its app lication to those alone, who arc furt her
distinguished by other tenets not immediately connected With .
this general question . What if like the Arians, a person.
believ e in tTie Doctrine of the atonemen t, or in the pre-*
existence of Christ-—provided hfc do not believe him to be
a person equal to the Father, add worthy of equal re-
gard and worship ; i s he not still an Unitarian if hfc hold.,
that " unto us there is but one God, even the Father?"
The doctrine of the atonement indeed , at least the -ortho*
dox notion of it ^ I deem a worse error than that of the
Tri nity^ inasmuch as it more immed iately effects morality.
But here agai n, it is but j ustice to observe, that some Arians
do not believe thi s doctrine under any modification ; while
others understan d it lpodified in such a way, as to lose all
credit wi th  the Orthodox. See Dr. Magee's opinion of the
author of Ben Mordecai's letters, in p.. 109,. an d of Dr , Tay lor^of Norwich , in p. 120, of the work above quoted. I there-
fore regard the title Unitarian as a generic term , including
ali specific differences , suc h as Socinian , Arian , &c.

I acknowled ge, Mr. Editor , that  it is not wise to dis-
pute about outvies, but as all -Christians are neither wise
nor good nun;  as many throu g h prej udice or malevolence make
use of names as t he instruments of reviling and persecu-
t i on , both in politics and rel igion ; and as I understand
there has been a difference of . op inion among Unitarians
themselves concerning the proper app lication of that tit le,
I have endeavoured to set this subj ect in its true li ght , as
wel l as to wi pe oft Dr. Magee's sneeri ng and illiberal asper-
sion.

I have dwel t too long upon the former part of my tex t
to pay due attention to the latter at present, but if I find
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Strictures on cc Physical and Metap hysical Inquir ies " 361
that you so far approve of this as to insert it in the Re-
pository^ I shall not fail to send you the remainder of my
remarks concerning our " demanding to be distinguished

C-  ̂ *^j  ̂ Hi?

from the other Nonconformists by the title of ra tional dis-
senters ." In the mean time,

I remaih, Sir,
Manchester, Yours most respectfull y,

April 2 7, 1807- W. J*

STRICTURES ON " PH Y SICAL AND MET APHYSICAL
IN Q UIRIES. "

To the Editor oj the Monthly  Rep ository.
Sir,,

My curiosity has of late been a good deal excited by a
review in your magazine of a book entitled €C Physical and
Metaphysical Inquiri es/* The au thor's theory of heat seems^so far as I ^ can j udge, the most natural and satisfactory t)f
any . His notions however, with regard to the self-existence
of matter, arer I think, liable to considerable obj ections.
What does he mean by the word mat ter ? Does he mean
an unknown something existing independent of its proper-
ties ? The substance of Socrates ? If so, it appears to me
that he speak s without ideas, for our ideas of things are
evidentl y produced by the action of their properties on our
senses ; either immediately, or through the aid ' of - memory ;
consequently a boay without properties can produce no"
ideas. But if by matter he means something which being
possessed of properties, would without properties cease to
exist,, (or which amounts to the same thing, so far as we
are concerned at least, would cease to exist as a fit subj ect
for our animadversion) it will remain to be determined
whether there are more of these matters than one. If he
supposes that there is but one matter, how does he ac-
count for the vast variety of substances found in nature ?
For is it not evident that a bod y acting upon 'itself, never
can produce a body different fro m itself: thus suppose oxy-
gen a simp le substan ce, no quantity of it however great j,
remaining by itself, for any lergth of time, could ever pro-
duce, say, water, or any other substance wh atever : if then
there was originally but one kind of matter, the vast variety
of natural productions remains unaccounted for. We must
suppose then, I presume, that there are more original sub-
stances than one. Now if these are independent of any



power exterior to themsel ves, might it not be expected that
similar co mbinations should g ive s imi la r  products 5 " thus,, that
two mild substances should produce one similar to them-
selves, and vice versa. But does not the combination of
oxygen and azot , each of which substances is mild at least
to our feelings , produce a substance , which to . the same
feelings is acid and co r rosive in the ext reme ;  but perhaps
it will be said that mild bodies oug ht to produce corrosive
bodies, and tha t  our suppo sing the contrary arises fro m an
incorrect analogy in our own minds j but in the former in-
stance , if instead of azot 3 we substitute hy drogen, which
to our sense of feeling possesses the same properties, a very
different substance, as mild as the other is Corrosive, is
produced . How is this to be accounted for ? It appears
to rne to point to the arbitrary -will of a being perfectly
distinct from and superior to either of the substances , I
have thus far supposed the variou s matters to act upon each
other, without observing the inconsistency of supposing them
self- existent at the same time. For does not th e  not ion of
self-exi stence, necessari ly include that of immutabi l i ty  ? Bu t
a body that is immutabl e cannot be acted upon ; this last
notion necessarily including : that of chan sre.

Thus, Sir, I have endeavoured to shew, that upon the hy-
pothesis of the self-existence of matter , the present pheno-
mena of nature could not be accounted for. The argument
drawn fro m its indestructibility, which the Inquirer uses /or
its self-existence, ap pears to me very unsatisfactory : (€ that ,'*
says he, iC which cannot be destroyed must h ave the cause,
of its existence wi th in  itself/ ' Granted. But does it follow,
that , that which we can not destroy, (say rather annihilate ,)
must have the cause of its existence within itself? Woul d
it not be rather absurd to suppose-, (independent of expe-
riment ,) that we, ourselves materia l agents, could annihilate
matter ? We cannot consolidate uncombined hydrogen gas ;
nor crystallize alcohol ; does it therefore follow that it is ab-
solu tely impossible that hy drogen gas can be consolidated,
or alcohol crystallized ?

If you think these observations worth inserting in your
valuable Magazine, I shal l .pro bably in a future letter send
you a few rem arks on his notions of Deity, and am ., Sir ,

Your very humble servant ,
And constant reader.

Gla sgow, Jun e 10, 1807.
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LETTER. OF MB .  EVANSOn 's TO LORD REDESDALE, ON
THE. CATHOLIC QUESTION .

To the Ed itor of the Monthly  Repos itory .
StR j  v

The following Lette r was writtea by the late Mr, Evan- .
5on , when the correspondence to which it relates occup ied
pretty much of the publ ic attention , and was sent to me
at that time by the au thor , for insertion in some one of
the dai l y or periodical print s, it was not, however, pub-
lished , from a circumstance which it would occupy too much
room to -exp lain , and which cannot now be the least in-
teresting to your readers. But it appears to me, that at this
time, when "the public mind is again so much ag i tated with
the Catholic question , the sentiments of a man of so sound
a mind and so deservedl y respected abilities as Mr. Evanson,
cannot fail of being very acceptable to your readers . If you
are of the same opinio n, the letter is very much at your
servi ce, to insert in your valuable Miscellany.

I am Sir, yours , &c.
Hackney, J une 3, 1807. J. SPURRELL.

To the Right Honourable Lord Redesda le*
My Lo ri> ,

Thoug h neither . Papist nor Protestan t, yet being one of that
much more comprehensive sect, man , like Chremes ia the comedy7
I feel myself nearly interes ted in whatever concerns the welfare
and happiness of the human species. With this disposition, yoqr
Lordshi p will not wonder, that my attention shou ld have been
strongly attracted by the very extraordinary correspondence which
the public prints have given us, as having passed between your
Lordship and Lord Fingal ,- and after wards between your Lord-
ship ami the Roman ' Catholic Bishop Coppinger , together with th«
narrat ive and appeal mad e to the public by the priest O'jNTeil,
in vindication of Iris own innocen ce and the conduct of his ec-
clesiastical superior , against the very weighty, and , if not founded
in truth , highl y cu lpable charges, which in your letters to Lord
F. your Lordship has thought  prope r to introduce against both.
Mr. O'NeiFs narrative is a very important document indeed. By
exp laining to us what is meant , and what has been so inhumanl y
and in more .castes, with out doubt, unjust l y executed under the
title of martial law ; it has shewn us that the British govern-
ment which has so long enj oyed the envied honour of being the
first to abolish the irrational , ferocious use of the tortu re in aveng-
ing crimes of any kind, and particularl y in forcing suspected

' criminals to confess themselves guilty when no satisfactory proof

( 363 )



of th eir guilt could be adduced , at the close of the 18th century
had relapsed so deep ly into barbarism as to erect military tri-
bunal s, hi extensive districts of their dominion s, wi,th power to
restore the practice of the torture in both those cases by such
inhum an excru ciating inflictions as are much more worthy fcf . ,the_

history of the holy Office , than of the reign of George the
third. When I consider , my Lord, the general unskilfu l ness of
the members of such tribunals in the essential principles of juris ,,
prudence ; that th ey must often p ronounce sentence under an h%
ri tation of their passions by a sense of their personal danger,
perhaps of inj ury actuall y received , stimulated also ^itii tliehopes
of recommending themselves to the favour of those upon whom
their professional advancement depends , by the display of an active
zeal , in apprehendin g and bringiug to punishment as great a nutn*
ber of cul prits as possible : when I reflect upon the many false
accusation s they must inev itably receive from officious , erroneous
er malicious informers, and how greatly the m orals both of the
officers who preside at, and the soldiers who infl ict such barba-
rous cruelties must be depraved by an inhuman hardness of heart,
before th ey can behold su ch savage scenes with so much un-
concern , as by nicknaming them to make to themselves a kind
of amusement out of the most agonizing pangs of the unhappy
sufferers : I tarn with horror from the cpntem pIaMon 9 and ex claim ,
how much have all they to answer for before God and men , who
ad v ise or promote the institution of martial law in any country,
fox any cause whatever ! Surely, my Lord, the forfeiture of life,
"%hich is the n e,  p lus ultra of all punishments, is an ample expi -
ation Of the guil t of the most atrocious crim es ! To endeavour
therefore by any kind of tormen ts to render the few last houi*s
of a condemned criminal painfu l^ is mere ferocious wan ton cruel-
ty, which can be of no service respectin g the wretched sufferer
himself, and by instigating his partizans to retaliation whenever
they may hav e it in thei r power, and tending to depra ve the
dispositions of both parties by ex amples of such inhuman bar-
barity , cannot fail of producing the most baneful effects upon
the survivors . So unj ustifiable is the infliction of any cruel tor-
tures either before or after the conviction of the really guilty
cul prit. But where they hav e been in fl icted as in Mr. O'JNf eil's
case, u pon a person not convicted of any crime, what proper
satisfaction can be made to the innocent sufferer , or to the sacred
cause of public justice ? Your Lordship indeed is pleased to per-
sist stil l in accusing Mr. O'Neil as guil ty of the crimes al leged
against him before the military tribunal . Rut  the sty le of his
aflfecting narrative exhibits so many marks of consciou s integri ty,
candour and veraci ty ̂  strongly confirmed \py the endeavours of one
Lord Lieutenant to prevent , and by his successor to recal him
from transportation , that unless your Lordship can clearJy estab-
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lish his actual guilt of the crim es which he is accused of, and
consequ ently of his baying adde d thereto the darin g sin of pef-
jur y in bis solemn adjura tion of bis innocence, the wor ld must
think your Lordships conduct oil this occasion absolutel y irre -
«!otictleable , I will not saV to the principles of shrisfciamt y, (for
who alaS! novr thinks of Tegulatmg his conduct by tltem ?) but
to the princi ples of that equit y, which is suppo sed peculiar ly to
influence all the decisions of the court in which your Lord ship
presides. Your Lordship calls your correspondenc e with Itord J \
a confidential one? and complains according ly of its being divul ged.
But it seems impossible that his Lordship or any one else should un-
der stan d it in that light. It began with a letter inclosing a commis-
sion to empower his Lordshi p to perfo rm the function s of a public
magistrac y, with which nothin g of secrecy can be supposed in any-
wise connected ; and in what your Lord ship thought fit to introd uce
$o unnecessaril y, resp ecting the tenets of the Church of Rome in re.
gard to heretics , not the slightest bint is given that your Lords hip
expected it should be kept secret . Indeed if your Lord ship at the
time you penned tho^e charges against the Roman C atholife Clerg y in
general did not intend that Lord F. should inform the leadin g men
amon gst them of the consequence s your Lor dship apprelierided from
their usual mann er of instructing the peopl e, that if they appea red to
be justl y founded, the influence which was rea sonably to be expect!
ed from a man of his ran k, fortune and disting uished worih , might
induce them to var y their mode of instructi on , at least, to guard
against the per nicious tejidency suggested by your Lordsh ip, one
knows not how to conceive a reason for your introd ucing such a sub-
j ect. To suppose your Lord ship mean t only to disbu rthen yoursel f
of a secre t libel against the Clerg y of the Church of Rome by depo-
siting it confidential ly in the ears of Lord F. must be too great an ab-
surd ity, because no w orth y, good man , such as your Lordshi p, ac-
knowledges Lord F. to be, can be silently indifferent to reproaches
of such great importance , thrown upon the whole bod y of the Clergy
of that rel igious society, to which he is seriously, and sincerel y
attach ed ,

(To be conclu ded in our nex t,)

M R .  BEt>&HAM 's STRICTURES UPON MR, B, C A R P E NT E R^
DEFE NCE OF ARIAN 1SM IN H IS LE CTURES.

LETTER V I .

To tike Editor of the Monthly  Repository*Sir;
It is unive rsally admit ted by Christi ans that Christ and .hiei

apost les were divine ly author ize^ and amply qualifi ed to teac h
the Chr istian doctrine :/ whatever there fore they declare upon
tf ii s subject niust be recei ved as true . And the book s of
th e New Testament are tp be regarde d as authentic record s
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of the Christian doctrine, as far as they . are proved to be
the genuine productions of t]he apostles, or of other well-
informed persons, . and as far as we hay e good reason to
believe that they cofitam correct accounts of the .discourses
and the action s of Jesus. Much inj udicious language ha£
been held, and many extravagant opinions have been ad-
vanced , concerning what is called the plenary inspiration of
the Christian scri ptures, which having generated a supersti-
tious reverence for these inestimable volumes, have proved
a greats obstruction to rational an'fl liberal criticism^ and have
given an undue advantage to unbelievers.

My worth y friend' s i'deas upon the insp iration of the New
Testament, which is the subj ect of his fifth lecture, are so
singular ancf'curious that it is but justice to let him speak
for himself.

• In . the first place, upon the/ authority of Mr. Seed, he
. contends that the inspiration of the books of the New

Testament is universal , because, (p, £>7 .J " a partial inspira-
tion is to all intents and purposes no inspiration at all/*
Secondly—upon the authority of Dr. Benson5 he concludes that
the insp iration of the sacred writers was only partial , (pv 102.)
that it does not extend to CQ relating facts of which they weie
eye-witnesses/ ' nor to c< the language in which they wrote,"
nor to " the manner of illustrating and recommending divine
revelation." " .And (p . 109.) that we cannot ascertain how far
th ? evangelists were insp ired in writing the gospel s, and how
far  they wrote - from their own memories, nor is it a mat-
ter of importance." Thi rd ly,—U pon his own authori ty, (for
surel y he has no other ,) my friend informs us , (p. 113.) vthat
the apostle Paul " in one instance" at least Ci seems doubt-
ful  w hether he spoke of himsel f, or by the sug gestion pf
the sp i ri t  of God ." In the case alluded to , probably, 1 Cor.
;vii . 40.. I suspec t , not that  the apostle doubted of his in-
sp iration , but  that my . worth y friend had forgotten his Greek.
Let him compare Gal. i i .  6. 9-

Fourt hl y,—upon rhc autho r i t y  of Dr. Lardner, my friend
cc ackno wledges (p. 115.) that all the book s of the New Testa-
ment have not equal authori ty nor exactl y the same hi gh
pret ensions to infal l ibi l i t y ." Nevertheless Fiftti lyy—o n the
a u t h o r i t y  of the f irst Chr istia ns '̂ , and , I snppo&e, to save fu r-

* -W ho were t hese f irst chps-l iutii\ l Does niy fri end mean the bi hops of the
counc il c.{ l.aodkca , A. D. 364 ,by vvhotn oin present canon, w ith the exception,
hi>w£ver, of the A pocal ypse wfcis-settled '? and livlipsc decrees were not long after
received into the bod y of the can p/ttr o£ the universal churc h ? Sec Jp ncs en
the Can on, v. i. p. 74.

$60 Mr. Belsha-m's Strictwes on Ca rp enter 's Le€ttiv$s.



ther trouble, rc we have reason to be satisfied (p. 117-) that
the caaoh of scri pture which we now receive* is genuine
and of divine authority . *r

Such is my worthy friend^ convenient dncJ accommodating
hypothesis concern ing the insp iration of the Ch ri stian scriptures.
Like other distinguished personages he has " two strings to
his bow/' If he should be charged with superstitious venera-
tion for the scri ptures he may fairly answe r , No. I believe,
*; that all the books of the New Testament have not equal
authori ty ̂  nor the same pretensions to infallibility ." ic Whether
the evangel ists were inspired ^ or wrote fro m their own memo-
ries, we cannot ascert ain; nor is it a matter of importan ce/*
"In the epistles there are some things which do not con-
stitute a part of the gospel : in these cases the apostle dis-
claims insp iration , &c." If after this you proceed to com-
pliment my friend upon his rational and discriminating sen-
timents concerning inspiration/ he turns suddenly about,
and contends warml y that the whole scripture is cc the wofd
of God :" that u every tact is tme^ that every doctrine is
divine , that every precept is of God ," (p . 1O2.) that iQ a par7
tial insp iration is to all intents and purposes no inspiration
at all/ ' for ." unless the sacred writers had told us what
part of the scripture is insp ired and what is not* how are
we to distinguish what is divine fro m what is human V* {p. 98.)
Thus - my ingenious friend' s system of moderation accommo-
dates i tsel f to all parties, and like the bat in the fable he
becomes bird or quadruped as it best suits . his conveni-
ence.

My Worth y friend having favoured his readers with this- .
kiminous account of the inspiration of the scri ptures^ and
having wari ly fenced himself against all attacks, now re-
commences offensive .operations/ and . briskl y renews his
charge against his old opponen ts the Unitarians.

cc Of late years," says he, (p- 117.) u some Christians have
called in question the genuineness of the two fi rst chapters
of St. Matthew '& gospel , and the first chapter of St. Luk e's ;
princi pal l y, / believe, because they contai n an accoun t . .of
t lie -miraculous conception of Christ." And here I cap -
not but express my admiration of my . friend' s chari t able con-
str uction o f ' the motives of his opponents, and the more so
as he seems to plume himself upon being a moderate and
candid rnan : but I suppose that he thinks ^ there is no rula
v\ ithout aii e^cption : and in ; this ; instance he is sure to
have the multitude on his side. Besides, it is not to be sup-
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posed that , my worth y friend is so whol ly uninstructe d in
the arts of controvers y as not to know how much easier,
and how much more effectua l it often is, to calumniate an
adver sar y, than to rep ly to his argume nts .

My friend believes that they who reject the two firs t chap ,
ters of Matthew and Lu^e, reject th^m p rincipa lly  because
they contain an account of the mira culous conception ! And
why does he bel ieve it? Would he contend jtltat the mira -
culous birth of Jesu s is a proof of his pre-exlstence ? Then
he must allo\v  ̂ t hat Adam , and Eve, and Isaac, and Sam-
son , and Samuel, and John the baptist , wer e all of them
pr e-existen t beings : for they all came into the world in
a supern atural way. But if the conclusion is not admitte d
in these insta nces, neither is it to be allowed in the case
of Je sus of Nazare th , And in fact the Unitarians have from
very earl y antiquity been divided upon this subj ect. It is
indeed properl y a critical and not a theolo gical question .
Upon the subject of the two firs t chapters of Matthew , the
only argument my frien d vouchsaf es to produce in support
of their auth entici ty is by an appeal to the testimon y of
Justin Marty r in favour of the first chapter , and to tha t of
Cerinth u's for the second . These testimonies he does not pro-
duce , nor even refer to : and th ey may justl y be doubte d :
for in fapt Justin never ment ions any one of the evange-
lists and only quotes from the memoir s of the apostles :
and none of the work s of Cerinth us are extant. But even
concedin g what my frien d has not proved, how does he account
for the omission of- this extraordin ar y nar rati ve in the copies
of the Ebionites^ or Hebrew Chri stians , for whom this
gospel was original ly written , in th eir native lan guage, and
in whose copies it was not found even so late as the tim«
of Jerom e. This sur ely looks as if it was a stor y which
would not bear to be told in the count ry where it is reported
to have happened * ai>d in a language which the inhabitant s
could unders tan dv How does my friend account for it that
a fact so extraordinar y, and events of such public notoriety
made no permanent impression , and excited no par ticula r
expectation ? How came it to pass tha t our X-ord was con-

» stantl y called J esus of Nazareth and not Jesus of Bethleh em 2
How is it to be accounted for that no notice is ta ken by
Josep hus and others of the visit of the Magi, or the mas-
sacr e of the infants ? How comes it to pass that no men-
tion is mad e of these wond erful ev£nt$ , nof thef least refe-
rence or appeal to them either by,J e9a$ v )uAMlf' :Htti . -ihe ^ii^
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of his.. m 101 stry5 or by the evangelists and apostles in their
histories and epistles? How happens it that our Lord is re-
peatedly mentioned in the evangelical history as the son;of
Joseph and Mary * and that the historian never enters any
caveat against the mistake nor warns his readers thatat is a
popular error. And finally, and princip ally , ,  how could all
these things happen in the reign of Herod, when it appears de-
monstrable from the history of Luke* that Jesus was not born
till upwards of two, and probably upwards of three years after the
death of that inhuman tyran t ? For by the account o£ Luke,
(chap. iii. 23. See Grotius on the place ,) Jesus was a little
turned of thirty in the fi fteenth year of Tiberius : and Con-
sequently, was born only fifteen years before the . death of
Augustus. Whereas it is certain fro m the history of Jose-
phus, supported by astronomical calculation of a recorded
lunar eclipse, that Herod died at least seventeen years and
three quarters, and probably eighteen years and three quar-
ters before Augu stus. See Lardner's Disserta t ion upon the
death of Herod in the first volume of his works. I know how
expert theologians , and keen disputants wince and struggle in
order to disentangle themselves of this chronological dilemma.
But dates, as Horace Walpole observes, are a sort of obstinate
things : and astronom ical phenomena do not easily give way to
accommodate a polemic in distress. And though I give no
more credit than my friend himself does to the inspiration of
Luke when he possessed competen t means of information, yet
I entertain so hi gh an opinion both of his information and of
his correctness as a writer, that I can never believe that he affirm-
ed of Jesus that he was j ust turned of thirty , meaning thereby,
or at least knowing at the same time, that be was thirty-four
or thirty-five years of age. All these difficulties , if he ever
heard of them, niy worthy f riend j udiciously keeps.in the back
ground , and gravely tells his readers that the two first chapters
of Mai the w and Luke are rejected " princi pall y because they
contain an account of the miraculous conception of Christ/'

6C The first chapter of Luke, ' says my friend , (p. 118.) *c is
rejected merely on the authority of Marcion." This is 6ot
true. I have already shewn that both the first and the second
chapter are rejected upon much higher authori ty ; the testimo-
ny of Luke himself. But I own that the testimony of Marci-
vn has its weight with me. He> like some learned Christian* of
modern times, rej ected, but I think without sufficient reason, all
the evangelical histories excepti ng that of Luke. Of this gos*
pd we know that he professed to believe that th^ copy whiclr

Mr * Helsh obf ti 's Strictures on Cf t rpr enter 's L,e<$ure$m 3pg$



he used was genuine and authenti c, and that oth er copies had
been interpolated arid corrupted . And whether he wais welkin-
.formed or not, I see no reason to bel ieve that he was insincere.
His copy did not contain the history of the miraculous concep-
tion : this narrative therefore he rejected : though there was no-
thing in his system that we know of which was inconsisten t with
it. And he like other philosophers of his day would have been
glad to have redeemed Chri st i anity fro m the reproach of deriving
its origin from a desp ised and crucified Nazarcne.

But what says my wort h}/ friend to rebut this  testimony of
Marcion ? Fi rst, he was u an ancient heretic. 9* Good ! This
argument may very probabkOiave its weight With ¦ my friend ,
whose reputation for orthodoxy must be irrucb raised by his late
publ ication . And certainl y it wil l appear' fully ' conv incing to
the mass of readers . For, who would believe any thing because
an old heretic had affi rmed it ? But as to myself^ 'A^hose ortho-
doxy is not in such high repute., I confess I cannot feel qu ite
satisfied with the obj ection ; but on the contrary I must ac k now-
ledge a consciousness of something like a bias in favour of a
heret ic, whether ancient or modern .

But Marcion , it should seem, was a notor ious, obstinate and
irreclaimable heretic : ic who rej ected all the Old Testament,' the.
whole of St. Paul's writings,, and perverted several other passages
of script u re." (p. 118.)

All this arid a grea t deal more may, for any thing I know,
be true of Marcion and his followers . But where does
my friend learn this account of Marcion and his tenets ? Not
from Marcion himself: for none of his writings are now extant.
But from the represen tation of him and his principles by his
orthodox antagonists. But surely my friend will not call this
a very impartial rule of j udgment. I will put a case, that shal t
bring the matter home to my worthy friend' s own feelings^ to
his own business and bosom. Suppose that fifteen or sixteen
centimes from this time, the Unitarians and their works should
all be extinct, and-that nothing should be known concerning
a sect which at present challenges some distinction , but what
might be learned fro m a book which had been published early in
the nineteenth century entitled Lecture s on the works of Crea-
tion and the Doctrines of Revelation , by the Rev. B. Carp en-
ter, in which the author undertakes to combat the opinion s of
that obnoxious sect. What idea would posterity in the thir-
tieth century entertai n of the Unitari ans from reading this book ,
written in professed hostilit y to their op inions ? From this
work , which woultl indeed appea r to be the producti on of
a very respectable author , who acts out with great pro fessi-
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ons of candour and moderat ion, they would learn , that the
Unitarians of the eighteenth century were a set of daring
innovators, in religion, ** to whom the novelty of a doctrine
was a recommendation to t hei r acceptance," and who were
" most bold when they were most blind ;" who held doc-
trines which, " if ^they were ttue> men not only deceived
themselves but were deceived by their Maker :" that they
professed indeed to believe in Christian i ty, and some eminent
writers among them " published many tracts to prove its
divine origin , but it may be questioned whether they did not
make as many unbelievers as converts.** That while they
assumed the name of Christians, " thev took no inconsi-
derable pains to lessen the Author of our religion," not
merely in " his personal dignity , but in his moral excellen-
ces, and his qualifications as a teacher sent from God/ *
and that 6tf the followers of Mahomet entertain a higher re-
spect and veneration for their supposed prophet, than thes£
disci ples of Jesus do for t hei r Lord and Master." That
*' they so lowered their ideas of insp i ration as to allow only
a smal l part of the scriptures to be insp ired of God, and
to have left it uncertain where that part is to be. - - found;"
That CQ they call in question the genuineness" of large por-
tions of the New Testament , " princi pally because they con-
tain*' a narative which they dislike. And that they alleged
'' certain vague and general charges of interpolations ; and
mistranslations of the scripture,. , the ten dency of wh ich was
to lessen that value and veneration for them which it- is
the duty and interest of every Christian to indul ge," and all
this because they were ^ conscious that the plain and obvi-
ous language .of. the sacred writings was not favourabl e to
their system ." My worth y friend may, and no doubt does
think this to be a very fair and unexaggerated description of his
Unitarian contemporaries ., but I can assure him that the Uni-
tarians themselves will by no means subscribe to the correctness
of the representation . And if posterity a thousan d years hence
shoul d know no more of Unitarians than they would learn train
my friend' s bo ok, I have no hesitation in say ing that they would
labour under a gross mi sconce ptipn both of their principles and
their charac ter. Let us then make some allowance for that
€C anc i ent h ere t ic" Maroioix, and let us believe, as in all reason
and candour we ought , that he might have something , more to
say for himsel f and for his principles than liis opponents aiuj
revilers have said for him.

The worth y author proceeds (p. 118-) to draw the following
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conclusion, which in the present state of critical knowledge \yilt,
I wili venture to say, be regarded by we!I-informed persons as
not a lit tle ex traordinary. " So that I am clearly convinced,
after examining the subject, that nothing which has been ad-
vanced by the enemies of chnstian i iyP or its w«ell-iiieaniiig: friends,
is sufficien t to: shake our fa ith in the insp ira tion of the j tf ez v
Testamenty or the genuineness of any part of it * excyp l it he a
single verse." If my wet I-meaning friend .is speaking of iij fe
universal inspiration of the New Testament, he has himself
shaken that doctrine as some will thin k sufficientl y—if he means
p artial inspiration, he subj ects himself to his own charge, (p*
9&.) <v or allowing only a part of the scriptures to be insp ired,
£nd leaving it un certain where that part is to be found - 57 And
I believe that if he will take the trouble of re-examining the
subject, with the assistance of the learn ed, accurate and inde-
fatigable Griesbach, he will be sati sfied that more than one sen-
tence in the received text of the New Testament is liable to the
suspicion of interpol ation. It would indeed be tru ly miracir*
lous if in a course of fifteen hundred years any existing; manu-
scripts of the New Testament should have been perfectly free
Jrem error : and it would be still more extraordinary if these
tinmutilated, uncorrupted manuscripts should by mere accident
have come info the possession of Robert Stephens at Paris*Erasmus at Basle, and Beza at Geneva, to whose u nited la-
bours we are indebted for our present text , in which no im-
provement has been made by public authori ty fqr the la?t two
hundred and fift y yearŝ  though ten times the number of m anu -
scripts have been since collated with the greates t care beyond
what the original editors ever possessed. And yet my 'friend
after examining the str eet maintains an unshaken faith in the
integrity, not o f'the New Testament, for that is not the ques-
tion^ but of the received text* as exhibited in the edition s of
Stephens, Erasmus and Beza, founded on the author ity of about
twenty manuscripts to w hich thev happened to have acces33
most ot which are ot lit t le repute, and were very curso rily col-
lated by Henry Stephens> Uie son of Robert, a yo^th of eigh-
teen.

My friend observes, (p. 119.) that " much has been said
concerning the interpol at ions and mistranslations of scri pture,^
He adds, that € < persons who have been disposed to lay grea t stress
upon such declarations, and are themselves unacquainted with
the original languages of the Old and New Testament, will
perhaps be surpri sed when th ey are toW that there are not above
three or four passages of th is nature which can affect their dbc-
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trrn al system ." I will venture to add without fear t>f contra dict
jtion r tbat sthose who are well acquainted with the gubjtctnviB
fee still more aston ished at my friend 's broad assert iod . Dates
jthis worthy gentleman realt y think that the only instanc gsvcff
mistranslation or inter polat ion which occur in the scriptures *̂*-
Ja tin g to points of doctri ne, are the thr ee which he has pfoctus-
ed? Isaiah ix, 6. Phil . ii. 6. and the notorious tex t of thfe
heavenly witnesses  ̂ i Joh n v. 7 ? Did he never hear of: A6t&
xx, 28. the church of God which he purchased with his sof atin
blood : an expression At which Athana sias himself revol ted, and
declared th at none but Ariaqs would endu re ? Was he;ncft
informed that the expression i Tim/ iii« 1&. CS God inani fcstiti
the flesh,'* was never quoted by the earl y writers in the Ariafr
controve rsy? a man ifest proof that it had th en no existatce "?
And, to add no more, th at at JR ey. i. 1 \9 4* I jam Alpha and Oni^-
ga, th e fi rst and the last :" : wh\ch ,Dr * Doddri dge solemtily «^
cord s in bis note upon the passage " as hav iag done more than
any other in the bible toward s preventing him from gwfefg
into the scheme which would make our JLord Jesus -ChrJ *
no more than a deified creature ," is plainl y proved ta be all
inter polation , and as such ; is left b,ut in the correcte d text
of Griesb ach,f and the versi on of archbishop Newcome^ ,

After all, I am ready  to admi t that the number of corrupted
doctr inal texts is less thaii raany wQuld suppose : but the rea-
son is th at tlie number of texts whicll in the least degtfefe
countenan ce the doct rmes of tfcie pre-.existence or the diviiihy
of Christ , is very smal l in proportion to what naaiiy, who hfa^t
not enquired into thfe subject  ̂ itiiagine,' and of those a vferjr
considerable proportion are interpotetions* afcJd the rest at^ B^the bulk off professing Christia ns greatl y mistmdersto od : ctf
this assertion I may perh apŝ tak e occasion, "wi th your per-
rni ssion, to offer some proofe in, a Subsequ ent lette^  ̂and iij
the mean time .. I remain , Sir , &c.

Hac icney, July  15, 18O7, - T. BEL3HAMT*
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of the door, while he went in to pray ; only he took wi$j
him Peter, and James, and John, who had been witnsg$£s
pf his transfigu ration on the mount, But, ah! how dif-
ferent a spectacle were they now to behold from that illus-
trious display of his heavenly maj esty and gl ory.

When he was advanced a l ittle way into the garden , he
began to be sorrowful and very heavy , or in great distress,
Mark expresseth it—to be sore amazed and very heavy.
The appearance of his countenance, and every action de-
iioted a violent agitation of body and mind . And he said
to the three apostles, CQ My soul is exceeding sorrowfu l, everi
mato death : i. e. I suffer an inward anguish and distress,
that very nearly overpowers and extinguisheth all the func-
tions of animal l ife : tarry ye here and watch with rae/*
He then went a littl e further, and fel l on his faee, and
pray&J, say ing ; $f O my Fathfer, if it be possible, let this
cup pass fro m me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou
wilt." Or, asSt. Mark. " He prayed, that , if it were possible

^the hour might pass from him . And he said, Abba, Fa-
ther, all things are possible unto thee, take away this cup
from me. Nevertheless, not what I will, but what thou wilt/*
Or, as St. Luke. .̂ Father, if thou be willing, remove this
cup fro m me: nevertheless, not my will, but th ine be done/*

Having offered up this prayer to his Father,. he returned
to his disciples, and found them asleep, aiid with affectio-
nate earnestness thus rebuked theni^ especially Peter, who
but an hour or two before had declared so warmly his de-
termined attach ment to him, and resolution never to deny him,
though he should die with him. " What, could ye not \vateh
with me one hour?" Or, as St. Mark hath it: <c Simon, sleepest
ihon t Couldest not than watch one hour ? ** He adds: " Watch
and prayj lest ye enter into temptation ; i*e. ' be overcoine
by \t: y

He found by experi ence, that it was an hour of temp^
tation, or tr ial, indeed ; severely, such to himself. Perhaps,
his dependance Qn f ^nd resignation to the will of his Fa-
ther had ne^er suffered such an attack before. Possibly, they
4id not afterwairds endure so hard a struggle uncler the
pains of the cross and in the agonies of creath, as tliey
did now vinder the present violent perturbation of his bodily
frame, and the agony of his spirit consequent thereon. H^t
knew also, that his disci ples woiilcl be exposed to a very
severe and similar trial or their duty, fidelity and trust in
poid". ' and in himself; and therefp r^ h$ s6 repeatedly and
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earnestly exhorted them to make use of the same pre&ej> .
votive and remedy, of watchfulness and prayer, which he
himself now did . ^ 

-
He goes on to add : cc The spirit indeed i§ willing, i*ut ,

the flesh is weak/' This clause hath been generally coj isi-;
dered, as designed to suggest a gracious plea, or excuse
for the disciple? under their present drowsy frame. But, per*
haps, it ought rather to be considered, as-containing a motive
to enfo rce the preceding exhortation to watchfulness and
prayer- He allo\ys> that the real purpose of their hearts w.aa.
well inclined to perform their duty ; and that, when they i h$d
j ust before declared their determined attachment to him,
even unto death, they had expressed only their trqe sentiments.
But right purposes and dispositions alone were not an effect
tual security. The flesh is weak j and even its innoqent
infirmities and reluctances against sufferings and death miglit:
occasion their being betrayed into unfaithfulness and apostacy j
therefore they still had need of all the additional support^
of watchfulness and prayer for divine assistance, lest they
should be overcome by temptation.

When , we consider the situation in which our . Lord was.,
when he del ivered this caution, it seems to derive from it
an inexpressible energy and pathos. He who said, cc The spirit,
truly is willing, but the flesh is weak/'; did , at , the* instant
he said so, suffer a most violent perturbation of his whole
animal frame , which occasioned such distress and" anxiety
of spirit, as caused him to cry out> cc My soul is exceeding
sorrowful even unto death," and consequently was subjected
through this weakness of the flesh , to a most severe trial
of the constancy of his submission to the will of God.

Having said thus to the three disciples, he went away ,
again the second time, and prayed, say ing; cc O my Father,
if this cup may not pass away from ij ie, except I drink it,
thy will be done/* This is mu.ch of the same import as hrs
former petition had been ; and therefore St. Mark says, " he
prayed, saying the same words/' He then returned to his
disciples, and, as St, Mark observes, cc he found them asleep
again; for their eyes "were heavy, neither wist they what to
answer him.'* We are. not told, indeed, that he said any
thing to them this second time. . . .

But finding the parpxysip of his mental and bodily di«^
tress riot ^t all relieved, jhe \p£t t\iexxi9 &nd went away again,
and prayed the thitd time, say ing the ,same, vtomis* St. ILufce
adds further < " Bfeing in an agony he prayed more earnestly.
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$T& Our Lord's Agony in the Garden.
and Bts: £$veat was like great drops of bloocf falling down W"
the ground ;" from whfeace, I presume, it appears that the;
<vhsle system of his fibres was extremely relaxed , or that tho
ciirSreiit of "the blood in his vessels was driven forward with
£tich prodigious rapidity^ as to force its way through the
extremities of the fine vessels of the skin, and mingle with'
the sweat which flowed profusely from him. A case, v£hich ,
I* suppose/ could not happen without being attended with
xhdSrt acute pain, especially, in that extremely disordered-and
itfitable state of the whole nervous system . A case, which
one cannot contemplate without shuddering, and to which
the highest similar affections of the human fraitie, we have
known, will bear no comparison* Some ancient writers, in-
deed,' have spoken of like cases happening on very extraor-
dinary occasions ; and a few examples in later ages have
beep collected*.

Hotv extremely miserable and distressing is the condition
<rf any person, who th rough strong apprehensidns and fears
of evil, or other perturbations of the nervous system ' by ?
the painfu l passions, is thrown into a profuse though natural
sweat. What then toast be his condition * who being in ^an
agony, his sweat was like great drops of blood fallirig to
the earth !

Gracious Heaven ! In what a situation of distress was the
Son of God and Saviour of the world now in !  Arid
yrety even in this situation , his absolute submission and re-
signation to the will of God remained unshaken> and dic-
tated these amazing words ; cc 0 my Father, if th is cup may
not pass from me, except I drink it^ thy will b^-done/*
A stra in ot riety, that even surpasseth^ and is mote asto-
nishing than , the ext reme of misery which he suffered ^Sut, was it possible, that such a submissive address as
this could fail of acceptance with that mefciful God , who
heareth prayer ? No surely. He who said, that none bf
the seed of Jacob should seek his face in vain ; He #hp
hath encouraged the humble and dutifu l applications of all
the miserable, by sayittg, ^ Gall upon me in th^ d&y of trou-
ble, I will deliver thee, and thou shah glori fy me'¦¦ i9p could
not.reject such a prayer as this from nis own well-beloved
sonv St. Luke tells us, that there appeared an angel tinte
him from "heaven, strengthening him : /; e. a heav^iuy &b&-r spnget wa$ s<ent » coiMmissioned an<J einpowered by Godv to
restore the enfeebled arid di soî der^d st^tc of hi^ 

whafe 
feodily

* VitL Thcolog. Rcpos. v. iii. p. 378. 476.
1  ̂

W+ ^B, ¦"

2



frame to its wonted strength and proper state ; and, n&
doubt, that would immediately cause the perturbatioiv and
distress of his mind to ceasê  dnd piit all ehtl to fhe teoap-
tation * •

It is itru e3 St. Luke pi aceth the incident bf the appearancê
of the angel to strengthen him immediately after his fi rst address
to his Father, and before the account he giveS of his agonjr
and bloody sweat * But it appears plain fro m the nature of
the things,- that the agony could not come on afte r the
angel had strengthened him, but must have happened be-"
fore ; otherwise, his strength ening had no effect ; since, in-
that case, the most violent symptoms of his disorder arid
debility came on afterwards ; whieh cannot be supposed.
Besides, it is very plain, that St. Luke did hot intend to
be perfectly accurate in placing the several incidents he rfei
cords exactly according to the order in which they hap-
piened. For he takes no notice at all of pur Lord's re-
turning to the disciples till he comes to the close of his
account; and there he says that when he rose upfrom
prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them steep-
ing for sorrow, and said unto th ear, 4C*Why sleep ye? Rise
and pray, lest ye enter into temptation/* \yhereas, it ap-
pears from St. Mathewy who is much more exact in ob-
serving the order of the incidents, that this reproof and charge
were given after his fi rst prayer, and at his first return to
them. At his second he said nothing to them : at his
third, when the agony and temptation were over, he 'saul*^ Sleep on now and take your rest : behold, the hour & at
handj  and the son of man is betrayed irito the hands of
sinners . Rise, let us be going ; bfehold , be is at hand that
<toth betray me.^ * ' ¦ *

Perhaps, some persons may be incl i ned to a^k : Why did
not our Saviour, by his own miraculous power preserve, or
deliver himself from these grievous and agon izing suffer-
ings which he endured in the garden : but the ministry
ot an angel from heaven must be employed to strengthen
him? But, rnay not a like question be asked with equal
reason, concerning all the natural inconveniences and bodily
sufferings he endvtred through his life and at his death ?
However, to such inquiries it is sufficient to repfy, that it
was his duty, and uniform determined purpose to support
eveTy thing, whifch the will of his Father appointed to httn

v and laid upon him.- This suffering in the garden he can-
sidered, and called a cup which ^ the Father had ptit hito
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l>is hand, he would not therefore refuse it, or put it away
himself, however desirous he might be of its removal^ and
however , earnestly he intreated his Father to take it awav.

Besides, the miraculous power with which he was en-<
dowed, was given to him by his Father, arid given for cer-
tain particular and appointed purposes^ and those only. It
was- not given him for his own use and service, nor in fact
did he ever emp loy it for his own security or advan tage*
The only instances which I recollec t, wherein he can be
supposed to have exerted a miraculous power for his own
service, was when he extricated himself from his enraged
enemies, who were going to destroy him. But, I think^there is nothing in any of the .accounts referred to, which
obliges us to ' conclude, tha t he delivered himself by miracle.
and not rather by wisdom and prudence only, and by taking
opportunities which offered to mingle among the' crouds
that attended him, and so escape out of his enemies5 hands.
As for his walking on the water, and stilling the tempests
\yhich had arisen on the sea, it appears plain to me, that
the chief and even sole design of these, was for the con-
firmation of the faith of his disciples in his divine authority .
and power, and to take away every remainder of their doubts "
and unbelief. Although there ap peared in him the great
power of God for the relief and service of others, yet he
himself lived in the worlds as a mere weak and feeble man,
subj ected to the common infi rmities and sufferings of other
xoen.

1*hus have we attended our Lord through the several inci-
dents of this very extraordinary and affecting scene. I have
endeavoured to explain to you what I appreh end to ,be the
nature, and p robable cause of his terrible suffering on this
occasion. And I hope I need make no apoj ogy for engag-
ing in a disquisition of this kind, as whatever tend s to throw
light on any part of the gospel history, particularly upon so
uncommon a transaction as this, which seems involved in con-
siderable obscuri ty because uncommon, but especially on an
incident which so deeply affected our beloved Lord and mas-
ter, cannot fail of having an importance with all Christians,
and, I t rust, will be agreeable , to you-

Behold, Christians., what you r Saviour suffered in this miser-
able hour of temptation ! Surely, he might well have adopted
the words of the prophet Jeremiah : Was there ever any
sorrow like unto my sorrow ? He was indeed a man of sor-
rows and acquainted with grief. To such things as these
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' M I D N I G H T .
Hash ! tlie midn ight hour is nigh;
Breathe the softest minstrelsy,
Eolian lyr e ! thy dying stra in  ̂ :
The ear of night shall entertai n
With cadence sweet , and solemn sound,
?TH1 magic Fan cy lure s around
Her whispering elves, an ai ry trai n ,. /
To hear the child of care complain .
Now deathlik e silence takts her roun d,
With iinheard step , and thou ghts prof ound;
And tlark riess? bliqd as thickest night y
Shroudi ng her face from morta l'sight.
Now sleep w ith cobweb bands ov erspr ead,

Prone on the pillow res ts her head -

P O E T RY .

did ha subj ect himself,, by taking part in our frail nature.
that he mi ght re4eem iis from misery and death. Yet these
sufferings^ terrible as they were, seem to have been distinct
fronr, and intended for different purposes than, those last
sufferi ngs to which the New Testament writers unanimously
concur to ascribe the effic acy of our redemption and sal-
vation.

But, whilst we reflect with compassion and a degree of
terror on his agony in the garden, with what admiration should
we consider his behaviour under it. *c O my Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass frorry me: nevertheless, not my
will , but th ine be done." And again : c* O my-Father ,, if this
cup may not pass fro m me5 except I drink it, thy, will-be
done/"* Gracious God ! What a perfect and unshaken sub-
mission tq thy will was here—to what a severe trial w§s it
put , and yet it remained firm. Sure , never was such wit-
ness borne to. the rectitude, wisdom and goodness of tky ap-
pointments: never were they sq t^onoure4 in the depths of
distress. ^ .

My fel lpw Cbri^ti^ns, while we sta^id astonished at the
excellence of this spirit , at the perfection of this piety, can-
not we also derive from it some portion of a like temper ?
By frequent and attentive meditation on this pattern^ by re-
solutions often renewed, by the exertion of «our best endea-
vou rs on every occasion that calls for it , let us strive to ac^
quire some degree of that spirit which breathed these sub-
missive words from the jnouth of Jesus in the garden of
(jlethsemane. . - ¦ - . . . . .
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&8O Poetry :
Save where the famin 'd ghost of tfare j
Her gentl e fays and fairies acare ;
Save w here disease , and. gaitt , and pain*Obt ru de their most un welcome tr ain .
Haw happ y he who wakes to find ,
A cheerfu l and conten ted, mind  ̂

,- . .
Who se secret pra yer ascends to heaven^In gra titude for mercies given. :
How calm how sweet is his repose !
And when his drea m of life shall close,
How shall his wpnd' ring soul fadore r
That power—that wakes to sleep no more.

London. W. A.

DESCRIPTIO N OF FRIEN DSHIP , A FRAG M ENT.
IHT IMITATION OP SPENCE R.

Of goodly poyt, and tall , the lady was,
Fashion 'd with dain ty care and symmetr y ;
Her face, I ween , did mortal charms surpass^
A iifced star did blaze in either eye ;
"Whilst in her band she held a mirror high,
Symbol of truth ; and on her bosom white
Bloomed the Amarant h' s pnr pureal dye,
"Whose flow'rs did cast perfumes so rich and bri ght
That Armido r nigh swoon'd with raptur ous delight*
And in thfe middle of this littl e bo wer
Two turtles lay, and coo'd upon her breast ;
decking with pretty toil , in many a flow'r3
A secret opening in her azure test :
For there her heart by coir 'rin g was not press 'd.
Shewing its movements to the observ er's -view,
And round her brow an evergreen she cait,
Seeming yet wet with dame Aurora 's dew ;
Still were its leaves unmov'd whatever tempest blew,

R. K VP,

THE MOTHER TO HER AFFECTIONA TE CHILD.
I would not give thy rosy cheek
For all the rub y's gjare ;
I would ti-ot give thy bril liant eye
jfor gems5 or crystal rar e ! --



I would not give thy shining locks
For regal ermine's pride;
I w ould not give thy tender voice
For music's flowin g tide !
And for the wealth of India's gold,
For all it could; impart ;
For monarch's po^'r, or monarch's throne,
I w6uld not give thy heart !

REVIEW .
4t stlla pl£4 s?d to praise , yet not afraid to bla mr.1*

Po p**

Art. I.—A new and approp r iate System of Educa tion fo r  the
Labouriiig People ; elucidated and explained, according to
the Pla n which has been established f o r  the Religious and
Mora l Instruction of Ma le and Female Children ^ admitted
into the Free School, No. 19, Orchard Street, in the City of
Westminster : containing an Exposition of the na ture and
importance of the design, as it r espects the general inte-
res ts of the Community , Kc. He ' By P. Colquhoiin, L.L.D*
Hatchard . 1806- 2s. 6d.
The improvements of our age

have been so numerous and so ra -
pid , th at it would have been trul y
surpr ising, if our mode of com-
mun icating ittsti mction to the la-
bouri ng people, had notbee n ame-
liorated by the genera l taste . It
was not in the natu re of things,
that a system so defective should
have retained all its imperfections
in the midst of Universal refo rm ;
accordin gly, a few years since an

v ol. n* 3 E

THE SUMMARY OF HUMAN CONSOL ATIO N.
Nor pra yers nor tears can human ills preven t %

From thes e no refuge like a life well spent :
j$iit if Religion can the mind engage ^Her bal m shall many a rising pan g assuage ^The presen t prospect gild with cheering light,

And hope supply to mak e the f uture br ight.
W. H. R,

Colquhonrf s System of Educa tion. 38,1*

indiv idual till then unknown , and
by no means opulent, underto ok
thebold and patrioti c task of estab-
lishing one differing essent ially
from any of those in use ; and
rested his own fortune as well as
the success of the systenr, upon
his abilit y to triumph over the
whol e of those yariau s prej udices^which oppose innovations of every
kind , however beneficial their ob-
jects -



This plan (com menced in St.
George's fields by a general invU
tation to the labouring people of
all sects to send th eir child ren to
be taught gr atis )  took the nam e
of its promulgator , and soon be-
came spoken of as " Mr. Lan-
caster 's p lan ,'9 thoug h in fact .it
was little more than a modifica-
tion of that previously suggest-
ed by Dr. Bel l . The leading prin-
ciples of the system are, firs t, to ex-
plode the insolent and tyrannical
practice of convey ing instruction
by degradin g punis hmen t, and to
su bstitute that of exciting emula-
tion by suitable rewards : second-
ly 5 to p rese rve the mind of th e
pupil in a fit state to receive in-
struction , by confining his atten -
tion to scientific subjects alone^instead of confusing him in the
usual way, by an incoherent mix-
ture of subjects scien tific, moral,
and religious : th ird ly, to make a
stron g impression upon the mind
by the use of sens ible images , in-
stead of leaving the in fant fac ulty
to fret itself , and wear out its re-
tentive powers by p roblem s chief-
ly in tellectual . The lessons to
be taught , are traced upon a plain
surface by the monito r, in pre-
sence o f the pupils o f h is class,
'who imitate his manner tilt prac-
tice en abl es them to form the ima-
ges they represent. Mr. Lan eas-
tern s mode of procedure, differs
from that of Monsier Lambouil-
let of Brussels , inasmuch , as tha t
ingenious and indefatigable teach-
er arranges his pupils in a semi-
circle , their desks being raised one
above an other in the form of an
amphitheatre, so as to leave no
obs truction between them and the
preceptor , who upon a large-

3»£ Colquhoun ss System of Ediicatioyu
siz ed slate, illustrates every lesson
he gives, and, upon a great vari .
ety of subjects, teach es th e w h ole
school at once ; whereas Jlr.
Lancaster, divides the youth at.
tending his seminar y ^ into classes
of ten, over each of which , one
of the most ej fpett boy s is ap-
poin ted monitor , as wel l for the
purpose of instruction ^ as of exa-
mination.

All the details of this plan ,
practical as wel l as theoretical,
have been entered into by Mr.
Lancaster wi th so muc h sp irit ,
th at he has laid the public under
a ver y great obli gation to him ;
and we entertkined a hope, that
the liberal w orld would lend him
its undivided aid 5 for carr ying it
into general effect ^ up to the time
when this work of Dr. Colqu-
houn^s made its appearance .

The style and arran gemen t of
this publication j is in the man-
ner of the worthy magistrate's
other writings, and like them,
it conta ins many trite observa-
tions , so replete with benev olence
and hum'anity, that we should
be extremel y happy to see the
Doc tor as zealous in reducin g
them to practice , as he is in put-
ting them into circulation. Such
a ho pe ho w ever it is impossib le
to indul ge, after concluding the
fourth page of his introduction ,
for instead of having any de-
sign to aid Mr. Lancaster's plan ,
or to of fer any impr ovem en ts
upo n it , he appears to have tres-
passed upon this province, from
an apprehension that the peo-
ple would be too much bene-
fited , unless he were to inter-
pose his stultif ying sy stem in the
way of Mr, Lancaster's effo rts.
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Dr. Colquhouxi in all his writ-
ings, affects to regard the la-
bouring people as a distinct spe-
cies ? and he is afraid that they
should by any means be led to
form a different opinion of them-
selves ; hence, it is the object of
his plan , to prevent the children
of the poor from being u edu-
cated in a manner to elevate their
mind s above the rank they are
des tined to fulfil in Society," which
he thinks w ould be the case, if
u extensive knowledge were dif-
fused amongst them /* In a state
of society rapidly improving, we
cannot imagine a motive or prin-
ciple more impoliti c or immoral
The distance between the lord
and his slave is a mere mathe-
matical point, compared with the
distan ce between knowledge and
ignorance ; and is it not enough
for the small minority which con-
stitutes the great men of the earth ,
that they have reduced the maj or-
ity of . the human species to con-
stant servitude, but they must
degrade mankind to the state of
mere machines ? Js it jiot enough,
that they have acquired such a
control over the body, as ena.
bles them -to say unto this man,u Come and he cometh , and unto
that man, Gro and he goeth," but
they must usurp the dominion of
the mind also ?

The obj ect of the worth y magis-
trate, is at varian ce with every
principle of moral J ustice, and
every tie that binds men toge-
ther in civil society ; and a state
that would act upon such prin-
ciples, would have no claim up-
on the allegiance of its subj ects .
The whblc business of life, is a
(competition between individual
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and individual, to, procure as great
a portion of happiness as can
be compassed by each single ef*
fort ; ^nd it is the super-abun-
dant quantity that is produced
by the continued struggle, and
found more than sufficient for in*
dividual use, that constitutes tiro
public good . Hut the degree of
happin ss, either public or pri-
vate, depend s upon the struggle
being conducted on equal terms ;
and if the competitive powers be-
come engrossed on one side, both
public and private happiness will
diminish, and can only exist ii*
proportion as this equality be*
comes restored. No very labour-
ed research is necessary, to prove
that the miseries * and distresses
of the people of England, have
uniformly increased, as literature
and tire sciences have been improv-
ed. It is not because literature
and the sciences are unfavourable
to happiness, but because they
have given the people new powers
which bigotry and covetousness
have refused to extend to the
whole of the combatan ts in the
struggle, and therefore has left a
part of them unequal to the task
of procuring happiness.

The monopoly of learning by
the rich, is as ungenerous on their
part, as w ould be the conduct of
a wrestler, who should contrive
to tie the hands of his an tago-
nist before he would conten d for
the prize ; and it is impolitic,
because every design of the multi-
form occupations of the mind,
being to produce happiness, the
more talent and ability there is
emp loyed in their direction , th£
more abundan t must  be the stock
created. Can it be argued; that
3 E 2



the increase of p rivate happiness
would be injurious to the public
good ? If such should be our au-
thor's opinion , we s hould be glad
to learn whether he ever f eels a
blush upon his cheeks, when he
reads of a state, in which if one
member re^oice^ all the members re-

jo ice uith him ; and if one member
suffe r y all the members suffe r with
him. It is to be feared? that the
Doctor's sensibilities are not quite
so acute ; he has indeed, it seems5
a grea t zeal to God, but his Deity
is not that source of universal be-
nevolence, wh ose tender mercies
are over all his works, but a limit-
ed f ugitive being, vvho shelters only
tinder lofty steeples, and cannot
gam admittance there , until some
mitred pigmy has told him he may
enter.

It would be a subject of endless
regret, if  a disposition to pre f er
Dr. Colquhoun 'splan toMr. Lan-
caster's should become general 5
for it is as clearly stamped with a
spirit of bigotry , as with a spirit

3 84 Belshairt s Su mmary View.

A^kt. I L-—A Summary View of the Evidence (ind Practical
Importance of the Chris tian Revelation̂ in a Series of Dis-
courses a ddressed to young Pe rsons, by Thomas Belsham,
Minister of thg Unitaria n Chape l in Essex Street. John-
son, 1807, pp. 204 . 8vo.

fConcluded from page 3^0.)

of injustice. The children atd-
roitted into his school, which is
situ ated in Orchard-street, West-
minster, must be educated in the
$' Princi ples of the Established
Church." The preserFation of
intolerance , is therefore another
reason, why this tract has presum-
ed to lift its head against the cc Im-
prov ements in Education ," pub-
lished by Mr. Lancaster. The
work wil l doubtless be read by al|
thosej who imagine that when a
person has acquired a name fotr
w riting well upon any one subject^he is of n ecessity qualified to write
u pon any other that happens to
enter into his head ; but we can-
no t dismiss the article without ex-
pressing it as our opinion ^ that its
moral and political tendency ip
evil, and that it is desirable that it
should be read onl y by those on
whom reading makes no lasting
impression, and those who arq
able to discern sophistry and to
repel temptations to bigotry.

B.

Our Author's fifth discourse il-
lustrates cc the prac tical value of
the Christian revelation ;" his t exp
being Titus ii.' ll—14— a passage
Which the learned Selden u always

^dtn ired^ as comprizing, ia a clear
and excellent summary , the nal
ture, the end and the reward of
tj rue religion .''

Mr. B. in the first place, takes
a summary view of the leading

articles of the Chris tian faith, and
then considers their tendency to
meliorate the heart aij d to regu-
late the practice.

With good reason he calls the
principles and expectations of
if hich'he gives a statement (160—
163 :) u spblime and animating ;"
cold and unin teresting as th6y are
esteemed by those who prefei*
creeds of human fabrication to the

* ,  ¦ * -  • • ¦ ¦ f . . i »



simplicity of the gospel. And he
clearly points out their'tendency
to prod u ce the divine , the social,
and the personal virtues. It will
soon be perceived that the writer
is familiarly acquainted with Hart-
ley's u Observations on Man-/' of
the philosophy of which, and
sometimes even of it's phraseology,
we observe that he avails himself.
(163—180.)

From the whole of his argu-
ments he infers th at-—

" The character of an enlightened and
consistent Christian is a sublime , a digni-
fied , and an eminentl y usefu l character ;
and that the tenden cy of Chri stian prin -
ciples is to conduct th emin d to the high-
est attainments in wisdom and virtue ,
and to elevate human natu re to its hap-
piest and most perfect state. "

" It is true , he adds , " that th is effect
is not completely pr odu ced in any human
character , and the history of the world
sup plies us with- onb: example onl y of
con summate vir tue I . But , though hu-
man frail ty, under the best culture , falls
short of absolute perfection , it is, never-
thel ess, evident that the direc t tendency
of Chr istian princi ples is to meliorate and
exalt the character , and that , in pr opor-
tion as ^hey prevail , they greatl y im-
pro ve the conditio n both of individuals
and society ; thou gh, by countervai ling
influences , they are p reven ted fro m pro-
ducin g all those beneficial effects to
which they naturall y tend. " (17S, 179.)

The title of the sixth and last
discourse is, Ci The subservien cy
of knowledge to virtue," (John
xvii . 3? ) and is the same, we per-
ceive, in substance , with a ser-
mon which our author printed in
1795, and which lje enti tled
" Knowledge the foundation of
Virtue :- ' he appears, however,
with superior advan tage in the
presentpubiication of i t ;  and some
of our readers will ^ probably, be
gratified and instructed by com*
paring f or themselves, the two
compositions, and by observing
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the happy influence of revision and
correction upon accuracy of state-
ment and propriety of expressi-
on.

After having given definition s of
knowledge, of virtue and of rice,
Mr. B- observes, (183 ;)

** The objects of knowledge are vari -
ous : and though all are in some degree
connected with each other , yet , as°the
human mind is contra cted in its compre-
hension , no individual can embrace the
whole compass of science, and indeed
ver y few can compreh end any consider-
able var iety of subject?: . It is not then
every kind of knowledge which is pro-
ducti ve of virtue , but chiefl y tha t of
which virtu e is the princi pal topic, the
science , as it may pro perl y be called , of
theo logy and morals : the sublimest of all
science: , and perhaps not the mo~,t essy
of attainment , at least if we may .jud ^e
by the gross error s into which many per -
son s, and those not alway s the most igno-
ran t and illitera te , fall upon these subjects
It is a vulgar err or that knowledge has
little or no connexion with vir tu e and
piety : for men who excel in abstrac t or
physical science sometimes appear to be
sctptics in reli gion and defaulters \defi~
cient] in viitue. This , however , is not a
fair conclusion ; for how profound soever
the speculations of such person s may be
upon other subjects , they ar e often mere
novices in the science of moral s, and
stri p ings in the tr uest and . the bes t phi-
losophy. But tha t a person who has paid
the same attention to these intere sting
subj ects which is dir ected by others to
thoe  branches of ' science in whieh they
are ambitious to excel , and who , in con-
sequence of impartial and labor ious in-
qu iry, has at tai ned ju t sen timen ts of re-
ligion and morals , should , at the same
time, be practi call y viciou s, is, I believe,
3. very uncomm on case. I wi ll not say
that it has never happene d. But it is
most certain that persons of this descri p-
tion must have been placed in circum -
stan ce;; peculiarl y disadva nta geou s, if
the e cicum^tances were capable of coun-
teractin g the valuable imp ressions which
are the natural r esult of [ zobirB ar e natu -
rally  made f ry ]  the stead y, hab itua l con-.
tem plat ion o£ moral truth .'*

bonic valuable observations fol*
Jow on credulity and scep ticism ;



(1S4—189.) and Mr. B. remarks
that to the latter of these extremes
there is, ia the present age5 a
peculiar tendency .

" There is, sometimes** he says, cc in
mind , a.n inertia similar to that of mat-
ter. When it has once taken a direction ,
it is with difficulty stopped."

lie adds—
" To believe nothing, all that is neces-

sary is not to think , nor to inquire about
any thing : and I have no doubt, that

» scepticism is much more frequently the
, resu lt of indolence or inattention , than

of inquiry. One thing, however, is -elf-
evident : that unbelief is not know-
ledge."— ^

Mr. B. proceeds to state the
nature, importance and difiicuHy,
of the question discussed in this
sermon :

€< What are the best means of > ecu "ing
to every individual h;s own gr^ates^ uiti-
jnate felicity ?" (i8 |>— 191-)

And he informs us tiiat5 for this
purpose, it is necessary to attain
correct j ioUons concerning tha ex-
istence , the character and the
government of God , the evidence
of a fu ture life , and the most effica-
cious means of obtaining the divine
favour both at present and here-
after. ( ip lO

Under (he second of these heads
the preacher takes occasion to en-
large on th e; unspeakable value of
the Christian revelation , as the only
solid basis of bur immortal hopes .

"Th e whole passage is pa r ticularl y
des erving of perusal : but we can-
not quote it , without exceeding our
proper limits . (198—201.)

This discourse , the abl est and
jnost original in the volume , exhi-
bits'the reasoning and spirit of the
J>cs t philosop hy, and , (houg h ad-
d ressed immediatel y to young per-
sons., may be rea d, in general , w ith
fid vantage and delight.

On the whole, notwithstanding

Mr. B. has entitled his vrork , " \
summary view of the evidence and
practical importance of the Chris-
tian rev elation/' it contains an
assemblage of information and ar*
guments which we have rarely seen
broug ht together in so small a
compass ; and , in truth , it is more
ample, profound and satisfactory,^
than many larger treatises on the
same subj ect. Nothing of main
importance appears to be omitted :
nothing is discussed carelessly and
superficial ly. If no notice is taken
of some collateral and subsidiary
points of reasoning, (and, under
this class, we should have been,
happy if the author had favoured
us with his opinion , tespecting the
famous passagefound in Josephus)
it is evidently because it was in-
consistent with the limited, scope of
the publication.

 ̂
By no qualities, however ^ is this

volume mora honourably distin,
guished th an bythespirit of candour »
and ingen uousness which it uiii- f
forml y breathes.Objections are fair-,
ly rep resented : concessions, when
concessions are thought to be call-
ed for, are readily and handsome-
ly made. Those bitter invectives^those intol erant denunciations,
th ose hatefu l insinuations which
disgrace ixiany professed adv ocates
of revelat io n have no place in these
pages. flhe author is a firm .
but , at the same-time, he is a libe*
ral, defe nder of the gospel . His
manner bespeaks his sincerity and
benevolence ; and we trust that,
combined with his theological in-
fo rmation and intellectu al ability,
it will effectual ly recommend this
summary , &c. to the attention of
unbelievers.

We hope to take early notice

386 Eelsham's Summary View.



of bis intended discourses on in-
spiration , upon th ei r appearance
from the press. With pleasure
and .gratftnde we anticipate the
wider diffusion of accurate theolo-
gical knowledge, by means of h is
lectures on the evidences, doctrines
and institutions of religion. Will
those of our readers who attend
upon them permit us to suggest
that something beyond mere atten -
dance is requisite, if they wish to
do justice to these instructions ?
Proper books must be perused ,
and reflection and thought must
be seriousl y exercised . Without
these, lectures may make them
conceited, but will never make
them wise.

t

The Wa nts of the Peop le. 3.8.7
The sty le of onr auth or is, in

general , easy, perspicuous, flow- ^*-
ing and energetic ; and this in a
degree that will give him some
claim to distinction ev en as a
writer. But it is occasional ly-
disfigu red by learned words (e. gm .
generate, meliora te,) an d by long
or by ill.divided sen tences ; and it
would probabl y gain in correctness
and precision , .without , losing ia
elegance, by more of the limee la-
bor. A fter all , its faults are tri*
vial , its excellences, solid ; nor
sh ould we have deemed it an
advantage to poin t out what
we consider its blemishes had
the writer been of inferio r me-
rit.

Art. III.—The Wants of  the P eople * and the Mea ns of the
Government ; or Objections to the Interference of the
Legisla ture in the affa irs of the Poor , as recommended by
Mr.  Wkit bread in the House of Commons, on Thursday ,
Feb. 19, 1807. By John Bone. 8vo, pp. 105. 3s. Jor-
dan and Maxwell. 1S07.
The condition of $he English

poor is confessedl y bad : this is an
able and spirited attempt to shew
that the only tiling which parlia-
ment can da for their relief is to
repeal all pa,s t acts of interference
and to let them alone for the fu-
ture .

Mr. Bone is, in his leading
princi ples, a disciple of Dr. Adam
Smith ; and his specu lations evince
inufih of the sagacity and jud g-
ment, much of the power of
generalization blended with faith -
ful attention to detail , -w hich cha-
racterized that eminent master of
Political Economy.

In this and former publications
Mr. B. contends for the inexpe-
diency and penuciousness of the

Poor Laws. He here terms the
Pauper System c£ a Bill of In-
dictmen t against the whole peo-
ple and their posterity/'

44 It will be recollected that the
Thirty-nine Articles and the Pau-
per system were cast in the same
mould ; and Let every reasonable
being ask . himself, whether the
sovereigns , the lords, the bishops>orth e senators, who were anxious
to prove that God had made the
majority of his creatures for the
sole pur pose of consigning them,
to endless damnation, vroj ild be
peculiarly solicitous about finding
the best means of saving them from
temporal starvation." p. 52.

Our au thor dares to take the
field against a philosopher, strong
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•c March 13, in the y r>th year of his age,
Dr. SAMUEL SI IIX MAN , of Boston .
He was born at Philadel phia , Feb . 27,
1737 ; educated at Charl eston , South
Carolin a , and orda in ed there in Feb.
1759. He fir &t settled in the ministry
near Charl eston , but soon left it on ac-
count of his health ; and in J an. 1765 ,
vras fi xed over the first Bapt ist Church
in Boston , of wh ich he confirmed pasto r
to the day of his death. His chara cter
was excellent , his talents respectable ,
his services popul ar. He was in senti-

ment , wha t the part i c ular Baptists of
th is count ry are—Calv inisti c. Hi§ fu-
nera l sermo n was preached to an im-
mense audit ory by Dr. Baldw yn , pastor
of the second Baptist Chu rch in Bos-
ton. "

t€ Ma rch 18, at h is lodging-s in Lon-
don , aged 54, Sir J EDW. HARRING-
TON , only son of the venerable Dr . FL
of Bath , and a member of the corpo ra *
tion of that city . He was the author
of - * Tra vels throu gh par ts of Franc e.*
'Askezzio on the Genius of - Man ?

ip popular opinion and great au-
thorities—Mr. Maltbus. He de-
nies both u the necessity of po-
verty fQrinirig any pai t of our po-
litical system, and the n ecessity of
checking our population/' Me
says that " the whole amou nt of
Mr.. Mal t .hus's argu men t is, that
the -world toill bejilled with misery
a thousand y ears hence ; and there-
ibrewe oug ht to beg in to he miser-
able in good time."

The pamphlet, liowever, is
principally designed to point out
the im policy of Mr, W hit-bread's
projected Poor Bill ; and it cer-
tai nly deserves the serious atten-
tion of >11 such as feel interested
in that great and importan t mea-
sure. One consequence of the
BiH* should it pass in to a Law,
is here exposed, which has., we
confess, from the first alarmed us 'r
though there is reason to appre-
hend it will be li ttle regarded in
the H ouse of Comm ons : we mean
the tendency of the proposed plan
of parish education to aggravate
 ̂the power, already oppressiv e^ of
the established church .

44 Beside th ese objections (says
the author,) I think a wry strong
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one arises out of the Impossibility
of Government interfering with,
this plan , without throwing all
its advan tages into the hands of
the established church in a short
time. I am satisfied that Mr.
Whitbread can have no such de-
sign and there can be little rea-
son to doubt^ but that, in the out-
set, every care will be taken to
give^ the ch ildren of dissenters th^
same advantages as the children of
churchmen . It is not, h<^R^br5
in the nature of the thing, that
whilst all the appointmen ts must
necessarily be made by church-
men, the feelings of dissenters will
continue long to be consulted.
The consequence will be, that
dissenters will be obliged to with-
draw their children from those
schools, and bear the expense of
educating them th emselves ; but
the system will then be formed ,
the taxes will be settled for its
main tenance, and the whole na-
tion will be obliged to pay for a
large and unnecessary Institution,
th at wil l be supported as the estab*
lished church now is— for one
PARTIC ULA R SECT ALON E.*' p.
102.

Dr. S. Stillm&n—Sir E. Harrin gton*.
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and a snval l volume of the ludicrous
kind dedi cated to the iate .Lord Thur-
low when Chancel lor."

" Mar h ?3 at Bruges, in Flanders ,
dese vedly hon oured by her whole
communit y, and ^reat ' y respected
by all who knew her , Mrs MARY
AUSTIN MORE , Superioress of the
Convent of Endi h Muns there , and
man y years resid ent at Hen grav e, near
Bury She was the last lineal descend -
ant of the celebrated Sir Thom as More .
Likew se in the same Convent , in her
Soth year, Mr* A. J ERNINGHA M,
a «ear relatio n of Sir Wm. J . Bart * well
known by his poetical productions. '1

April , at Warrin ^ton , th e Rev. E.
OW£N , rector of that place, and mas-
ter of the Free Grammar -SchooL The
Rev. Gilbert Wakefield , who for some
time was classical tutor to the Wai rin g-
ton Academ y, became acquainted with
Mr O. whom lie describes a* '• a man
of most elegant learning, unimp eacha ble
vetacit y , *nd peculiar benevolence of
2aeart ;" known by several sermons and
tracts ; and more distin guished by a
translation of Juve nal and Per. ills, with
a preface and disputations relati ve to his
autho r highl y meritori ous and instr uct-
ive '- .

€t April—at Hambrook , near Bris-
tol, after a short illness, the Rev. SAM.
THOMAS , many year s minister of the
Dissenti ng congregation at Fre nchay. "

May 4. . at Rarn sgajte, aged 68, CHA.
DiL. LrY , Esq. of Brun ^wkk Row, for-
merly an eminent Bookse ller m the
Poul tr y . Mr. D. was born in 1739,
at SouthhM , Bedford shi :e, of a respect -
able family who were Protestant Dis-
senters, His elder brother , Edward ,
having establ ished a considerab le trade
in Books , by exportation to Ameri ca,
and especially by the publica tion of the
Works of the Dissen ting Divines , took
Mr. C. D. into partnersh ip on his return
ironi a hort tour in America . Mr.
£. D dying in 1779, *^e wn°te of that
lucra tive concern cam e int o his b other 's
hands .

Mr. C. D. was , like his brother , a
ipera l pwrcha er of copy-r ight , and kept

an hospitable tabl e for the enterta inment
*>l auth ors and -literar y friend *. He has
honoura ble mention on th ift $core , in
Boswell' s JLire of J ohnson . •• Aft er 40
y«tar s application, having AtqiiJ icd a
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han dsome pr operty, he sudd enly rc£in%
quished business,, but does not appear to
have thus added * to his enjoyments. **
H aving no fami iy, and probabl y havin g
never derived fro m his intercours e with
books, that easy and agree able use of
th em, which might j ufficieBtl y occupy*
his solitude , he was in dan ger of becom-
ing one of the numerous class of men . of
leisure, such as the ce l ebrate d Lor d
Fa' kland u ed to pity, especially in
rain y weather He is indeed describe d
as having " acquired an alarmin g de-
jection of sp irits ." He was now ifc per *
suade d to adopt in Brunswick Row, the
sociability if not the employment of the
Poul t ry.'* Thus - '- he was in a great
mea ure .roused from his melanchol y;
and continued to enjoy a few yeaisof
real comfort ; distr ibutin g, not unfre -
quentl y, a portion of his lar ge propert y,
in act of the most disinterested benevo-
lence ;" thus adopti ng the poet s remed y;
against enn ui , ** to do some gen'rous
good."

" Mr. D. ar rived at Rams gate, on
Saturday the ad of Ma y on a visit to
Mr. Cumb erland , in whose Memoirs he
is noticed with great regard . On oun-
day evenin g he was attacke d by an op-
pression of breath , which took him off
on the following mornin g " In the dis-
po.al of his ample fortune , leaving the
bulk of it to relations , he has not been
unmind ful of some usefu public charities ,
and several of his literary friends .

May 9, at Portsmouth , Mrs. SA-
RAH PORTER , aged 71 year ; 56 of
which she was member of the Genera l
Bapt ist Church at that place, of which
her husband , the lat e Mr, Mat thew
Porter was many year s deacon. She
was sister to J ohn Brent Esq. of Black-
heath, and pos essed all tho c virtues
which render possessors objects of love
and esteem. A generous warmth of
friendshi p towards those he e teemed
worth y objects ; a forgiving -Chr istian di«-
position* a faithfu l dischar ge of the con-
jugal , relative , and social dutit -6, -a
most , scrupul ous attendance on public
worsh ip, a ibsr ality of sentiment wor -
th y the gr e atest character , and a con-
sta nt pract ice of benevolence , in wh ich
had her circumstances permitted her a
ful er indu lgence , few would have een
her superio s, form the mot  prominent
features of her amiable char acter , E}i*
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dorvved with such qualities, it is scarce
necessary to add , that under those suffer-
ings peculiar to her disorder , she await-
ed with patience and resign ation the
termination of her mortal life , whiv h
happened on May 9, wh en she exp ired
without a groan , in the full and assured
hope of a glorious resurrection.

Ju vf ,a is.
cc May — at Wareham, Dor i t , Mrs

ELIZA FIIXITER , youngest dau ght er
of Thomas Brown Esq . of the same town.
This amiable lady was married in the
beginning of the present year, to Mr. F,
a re pectahle attorney at Wareh am.
Her prospects on her entrance into ac-
tive life were singularl y pleasing ; hut
alas ! such is the instability of all sublu-
nary good , that she "was destined to live
with her affectionate partner onl y the
short space of se v enteen weeks. An in-
Sanimation of the "bow els carried" her
to her lr = st home. IAke young Tim oth y
of old , h owever, it was her happ iness,
to have known the scriptures from her
childhood. She was a member of the
Presbyterian Church at Wareham ,under
the pastoral care of the Rev. T. Thoma-s.
The calmness w i th  which she met death ,
demonstrated the worth of reli gion in. a
dying hour. She was willing, yet not
anxious to live—-ready, but not importu-
nate to be eased from her pains by death.
0ften ,< during her illness , did she ex>
press'her thankfu lness for youthful piety.
**Death-bed repentance/ ( would she say )
6 I always thought very dangerous, be-
ciiuse very uncertain , and now , I am
fiiore than ever convinced of its fatal
impropriety. Let me die the death of
the ri ghteous.'*

" Ju ne 28. The Rev. Mr. B A RK E R
of Burslcm , an occasional p rca .-htr  at
the !Mer !:odist Chapel , in StLiTorc'. I n
tile midbt  of his discourse on Sunday
evening, he exp ired suddenly, without
?my previous symptoms of illness, and
fell from the pul pit , to the great terror
j and amazement of the congregation."

Prefs-
*• On Monday, Jul y 6th , after an ill-

ness of les ¦¦; th u.11 two days , Mrs: POW-
I JL1 ., wife of Mr. Josep h Powell , Mer-
chant  in I'A'cnr  The loss of this t ru l y
excellent woman , wil l  long be deep ly
felt , not merely iu the domestic circle ,
bu t  a iv.O! = t>' those ¦who had the privilege.
pf her friemll y regard . Possessed of
#p chance i\ud a ^enuhic polish 0/
f t - '

a «

manners, which would have secured her
a gr atifying reception in the circles of
gaiety and fa shion , and , at the same
time, endowed wit h talents which would
have qualified her to shine in the pur-
suits of menta l culture, she gave herself
up to the faithfu l di charge of the do*
rnestic duties . Her abilities and good
sense ., were, for some time ,, exercised
in. the earl y education of two promising
children. Maternal tenderness did not
in her degenerate into foolihsly indul gent
fondness ; she was ab-e  to give uf> hex
own gratification for their future good.
Indeed she could bear any thing- for her
children , as she has been known to say,
but she did not think she could bear
th eir loss. Tliat tria l , however, was
in reserve for her . About the middle
of 1805, in the space of a month, both
were taken away from her. It was a
heav y stroke; for a time it was' over-
powering ; but she knew the hand which
inflicted it ; ?he learnt to tnr-t though
she could not trace , and she bowed sub-
missively to the appointments of Provi-
dence. Again her hopes were raised
by the birt h of another child: but , be-
fore the bud of intellect and affection
had begun to open , that too was remov-
ed from her. At first she seenied to
sink under the accumulation of sorrow ;
but it was not for a long time ; she rose
superior to it with the placidnees of re*
sign ation. ' Father, not my will, but
thine, be done,* was now the language.
of her heart. It was a noble instance of
the power of religious principle ; aad a
noble examp le she has set to those who
are now culled upon to deplore her loss.
Anoth er, and a healthful babe, produc-
ed a renewal of maternal pleasures and
anxieties . For a little time they were
her 's; and then she suddenl y sunk into
the silent slumbers of .the tomb .
Thy ways , O I^ord , are little known .

To our weak, erring, si ^h t ;
Yet shall our souls believing own ,

Th at all thy ways are ri ^ht.
" Pier reli gious belief coincided with

the Unitarian system. It would have
been unnecessary to mention this, were
it not the fact , that numbers cann ot
think the ..Unitarian tenets c apable of
affording 1 consolation in the hour of dis-
tress. The great mexk m defender of
tho>,e tenets , felt thej r efficacy both in
pur if y ing- the heart , and 311 supporting
vuider affliction : it has eeu fcLt , toqj
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Feb. 18, at her brother's house, at
Aslrwell, near Royston , in the 17th year
of her age, Miss MARTHA FORD-
HAM, daughter of Mr. George F. of
Sandon .

We have taken the first opportunity
which our limits would allow, to give
an interesting account of this young lady,
with which we have been favou red. She
was accustomed to worship in a small
congregation in her nei ghbourhood , chief-
ly Unitarians. These w ith a consist-
ency which we wish were Jess uncom-
mon , instead of j oining any of the Tri-
nitai ian Societies around them, assem-
ble together for prayer, reading , and
exposition of the scriptures, different
members taking a part w ithout the as-
sistance of a settled min ister . To this
congregation , on the Sunday after Miss
F.'jj interment , the following address
was delivered by one of her near rela-
t ions.

c< It will be recollected-by most present
that our dear young friend (whose de-
parture from this life , we have assembled
ourselves together , not so much to de-
plore as to improve) was during the first
% years of her life, the very picture of
health , and her days promised to be
ex tended as long as that of any who now
hear me. But it pleased the ail-wise
Disposer of events , who numbereth our
days, to cal l her away in the morning of
life, add ing; another instance to the
many we have witnessed , that health
*s no security against the stroke of death ;
tiius verif y in g the sentiment of insp ira-
*"> n y ' -t b&t a l i -  fle&b is graes , and , that

Obituary . 3gi

by many .who, "beyon d the Tittle circle
of their friends , have been unknown
both in their life and in their death ; it
was felt by her whose loss we mourn .
It seemed to be her earnest desire and
aim, to regulate her affections and acti-
ons by the will of God ; and though we

Miss Marth a. Fordham ,

mourn her loss, and sympathize with
those who must most feel it , we sorrow
not as those who have no hope ; for we
look forwards to a period, when , with
all who have faithfull y acted up to the
light they possess, she will be received ,
by her Great Master , into tho^e regions
where sin and sorrow will be kn own no
nuxre"

youth , health , and beauty are as the
flower of ^grass , the grass withereth, and
the flower falieth ; thus do human beings
fade away in their ways.

" In the 9th year of her age , she was
attacked with a feve r, from which she
very slowly recovered, a.nd from that
period-symptoms of the declin e of which
she died, began to make their appear-
ance. The remainder of her life (which
comprehended 9 years of sickness, with
few and short intervals of health ,) were
years of great interest to those who delight
in the contemplation of religious aiid
moral improvement , considering it not
only as the one thing needful, but as
the chief ornament of our nature, and
the only foundation of lasting happi-
ness. Of her it may be truly said,
th at as her outward man decayed, her
inward man of intellectual and moral
improvement increased.

" To her young companions it may not
be improper here to remark that her life
was a complete confutation of the stale
objection so often urged , that a close
attention to religion in youth, Viestroy *
the spirits, an d creates gloomy disposi-
tions. Alive as she always was to the
subj ects of religion , I appeal to all who
knew her , if she was not habitually
cheerful , even to gaiety. Indeed nb
persons can have so j ust reason for cheer
fulness as they who by the exercise of .
good conscience live in a good degre ,
to their own approbation . There wei";
certain dispositions so pre-eminent in
her, that you need not be reminded of
them, they will always be associate d
with her remembrance ; such as the
most child-like simp licity , the most pure
disinterestedness , and friendshi p the
most ardent; dispositions it should be
recollected , which if not found in youth ,
are rare l y the growth of rnaturer years.
Another tra it of her character fre^h in
ever y one's recollection , was the lively
interest she took in conve rsing with ,
and usefully amusing children , or per-
sons much inferior to herself in years
an d tuulerstanding. Considering the
culture she had bestowed upon her own
mind beyond her yea rs, this may ap-
pear a litt le extraordinary. It of icn hap-
pens in j roc iety, that the elderly part of
the company converse upon subjects only
interesting to themselves, and the young-
are consigned over to neglect. The
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Mhs Ma tihd Fordh am .
benevolence of her mind disposed her at
all times to tate up the negle ted and

' forsaken . She also found them docile
di sposed to receive happiness , and to be
the instrument of difFu ing it , was to her
a pare source of joy , makin g good the
saying 6*" her gTeat Master , * it is more
fclessed to give than to receive.' It will
be years before I can forget , how her
countenance was li ghted up with bene-
volence th6 most tender and sweet , at
the ' unexpected sight of her young ac-
quaintance.

" Althou gh she was far f rom exalting
the instrumental duties beyond th e mo-
ral , her conduct in this respect was
worth y of imitation. As far as health
permitted , and sometimes beyond it ,

• she attended publ ic worshi p, nor did
she come in late , to the disturbance of
those assembled , nor discoura ge by
drowsiness those who were employed in
laying before the society the fruits of
dieir meditations. On the contrary,
she took heed both how and what the
heard , alway s happy to repeat the sub-
ject , sftatin g her opinion in a way that
could offend no person* but edify all.
A letter wri tten to her father , which
pas^ed throu gh my hands more than two
years ago, proves how much she made
reli gion the business of her life. At the
time of writin g it , she was only 15 years
of age, removed from the eye of her pa-
r^pt , being 70 miles from home, atten d-
ed by a female frien d about her own age.
• B eing,* as she observed , * a stran ger in
a ' strange place , we have no visits to pay
©r receive , and we therefore devote our -
selves to two great obje cts , health and
mental improvement , and as nothin g is
don e well wh ich is not done with regu-
lar ity , we divide our time between bat h-
ing, books , and walkin g, regu larl y read -
ing every day, in order , a port ion of the
scri ptures , also some good theologica l
-work . The work now readin g is Dr.
Pr iestlev's Inst itutes of Natura l and Re-
vealed Religion ' After makin g a vari -
ety of observations equall y interestin g,
the letter is concluded by saying, " * I do
Hot write these thin gs throu gh vanit y,
but dmon gst the many reasons why [
•wish to bne found in my du ty, one is the
desir e of your approbation *

"Those of you , my young friends , who
have read biogra ph y, must have observ-
ed thra t man y persons of ordinar y natural

capa city, have acquired great ermnes ce
by simp ly adherin g to a wi e division of
time. To the wan t cf  this it often hap-
pens that the great duties of private de-
votion , seif-eAamin atio» , and readin g
the scri ptu re are so imper fectly perf orm *
ed, and sometimes altogether omitt ed*even by those -who look opr>n their per -
formance as indispensab le Christian ob-
ligat ions. Thou gh  ̂it is chief ly in a reli-
gious and moral point of view , I wish
to exhibit her example, yet her perse *
ver ing indu try in acqu iring useful know-
ledge is worth y of your i mitat ion . It is
genera ly said, God has made "us ratio nal
beings ; it is more correct to say , he has
given to us the materials by which if we
be not wanting - to ours elves, we may
become t ruly rational. Considerin g, say
some, the shortness and uncertaint y of
life, is it worth while to pres s upon the
min ds of children , any knowledge ex-
cept what is necessary for trade ., or purel y^
reli gious ? Our young friend was cut
off in the sprin g time of life , yet who
could regret her attent ion to general
knowled ge, or did not perceive the be-
nefit she derived from it ? The pursuit
of kn owledge afforded occupation to her
mind ; idle amusements were not desir -
ed, retirement was disrobed of its
gloom, the foundation of a solid and
thou ghtful mind was laid ; constant ex-
ertion led to penetration , and judgment,
induced habits of diligence and patience ;
and thus it was, she brou ght to the sa-
cred Yoiume a mind stren gth ened and
matured , better prepared and qualified
to distin goish the important truths of
revelition from the creeds and comment s
of fallible men . As a pr oof of the use
of past mental labours , at some periods
of the greatest extre mity of pain s she
hit upon the expedient of imposing upon
herself the intellectual exertion of re*
peatin g the firs t elements of the differ -
ent sciences she had learn t, ende avourin g
by a voluntar y task , to abstract her
mind from the pains of the bod y.

" .Let us now approach the concludin g
scenes of her ^ life. Wearisom e days and
nights were appointed her ; seven weeks
she was confined to her bed, enduri ng
much pain , with only short intervals of
comparative ease ; did she give way ty
unavailin g lamentations J to murm ur-
ings and repinings ? No; on the con-
tr ary, if a sigh or a groa n escaped her,
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she was dissatisfied with herself , so per-
fect was her con viction of the divine
wisdom and' goodness, that she endured
affl iction s with the most exemp lar y sub-
mission. With her it was a favourite
sentiment , that a Being abso lutel y- wise
and good, could have no other end in
creat ing man , but the happ iness of man.
For the same reasons she would ar^ue ,
wer e afflictions app ointed , that by tht
proper exercise of patience and submis-
sion to the divine will , we may be bet-
ter piepared to enter hi* presence. Such
was.her confidence in the .parental good-
ness of God, and his essential mercy
revealed throueh the Son of his love , to
all who sincerel y and diligently desire to
know and do his will, that she never at any
one time expressed the least fear of death
or its consequ ences. On this subj ect
her mind wa& perfectly at ease. Never-
theless I shall not conceal from you , her
attachment to, and preference for life ,
if it had been the will of God 3 and this ;
can easily be accounted for/ Notwith-
standin g ilJ hea lth y she had a great relish
for human life ; books , with whhl i she
was liber ally supplied, afforded her great
pleasure. The ill state of" her heal th
required fre quent journies to distan t
parts of the island , which gratified her
cur iosity. Her good sense, vivacity,
the suavity of her manners , and above
all , the virtue s of her heart , gained her
friend s troth at home and abroad , and
durin g her last illness, she had sketche d
out with care and attent ion, plans of
usefulness, to which she ser iou ly de-
signed to devote herself in the education
of the childre n of the poor , from which
she promi ed herself much happ iness .

Besides, affection did noc bind others
to her more closely than she was bound
to them. When she saw the solicitude

R E L I G I O U S .
The Annual Meetin g of the SOUTH-

ERN UNITARIAN SOCIETY ap-
pointed to be held at Horsh am , Sussex ,
on the eighth of J uly, was ver y resp ect-
ably atte nded, not onl y by the members
of the society in the neighbourhood , but
also by several members and friends to
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the cause , from Ham pshire and Londo n
and it is with pleasure we hear that ma^
ny volunteered rheir aid towards pro -
moting the extension of the pure and
simple doctri ne of the go>pc , by addin g:
their na mes as ann ual subscribe s  ̂ to the
society.

of her friends in dohi g for her what pfae
could no longer do for herself , when she
observed their anxiet y, perce iving tha t
if any human care or inte cession could
ava il, they wou d mate! her from in>-
pendin g danger ; when beheld them
sacrificing health , ea.se, ; d rest, to ad*
minister to her comfort ldi ng nothing 1
dear to them , that if i were the will of
God she might be re tored ami 'retained 3actuated by gratitude and affection the
most Lvel y, death was an undesira ble
event , dni y because it was a temporary ,
separation from her friends. Oh these
and other account s had it been the Di-
vine vri il, she would have been well
pleased with a further extension or her
day. But if she was desirou s of life*when the Divine will was signified*when the messenger arriv ed, she was
not unw i ling to die " A-ked by her
father , only a few minutes before her
departure , how she was ? she replied
with a composed and fra ppy countenan ce,1 1 shall soon be release d/ and after wav~
ing her h*aid for Yjlcx sifter , (who had:
most affection ately wat ched over her
throug h every stage of her illness) to
leave tli e room , she fell asleep, I doubt
not but some present unde r the first im-
pr ession of their loss, may be disposed to
adopt the lana ^uage of Thomas , on hear *
ing of the death of JLa zarus , his fri end,1 Let us go, that we may die likewise ^*
but other desi res and language are more
suitable , Let us live as she lived, that
when the night of death comes, having
finished our task , we may retire 4s calm,
composed and happy as she did ; let us
not be slothfu l but followers of those,
who throug h faith and patience now in-
heri t the promise s."

E. E.



The sermon in the m or run g was
pleached by the Rev. Mr. Paiker of
JLew es. It was much approved , and is
to be printed for the use and at the ex-
pense of the society. The evening-
service was1 numerously attended. The
Rev. Abrah am Benriet of Dichling de-
livered a discourse, which was plain ,
simple and impressive. The meeting"
¦was conducted with much zeal and una-
nimity . The conversation was interest-
ing and animating. On the whole , there
could not well be a more usefu l or plea-
sant assemblage of friends .

John Chatfield , Esq. was called to the
chair. After the ordinary business of
the meeting was transacted , and the
state of the funds -with the accounts of
the society explained by the secretary,
and agreed to by the treasurer, the fol-
lowin g resolutions passed unanimously.

I. That it is the opinion of this meet-
ing, that a monthly periodical publica-
tion , supported by men of ability, and
open to writers of all denominations,
may have a powerful influence in pro-
moting a spirit of liberality-, and serving
the cause of rati onal religion , among
persons wiio may want time or inclina-
tion to peruse long and elaborate trea-
tises.

II. That the M o n th ly  Rep os i to ry
is a work which answers the above de-
scri ption-

Ill. That impressed with a sense of
its utility, we recommend it to the at-
tention of the members of Unitarian
congregations , and particularly advise
that each congregation, purchase one or
more copies, for the purpose of circula-
ting among those of its members who
311 ay not find it convenient to purchase it
for themselves.

IV. That it is hi ghly desirable , th at
proper steps be taken to introduce into
the publi c worship of Unitarian congre-
gation , the edition of Archbishop N ew-
come's Translation of the New Testa-
ment , which is now preparing for the
press.

V. That as it is of the utmost import -
ance that Christian ministers should be
well furnished with useful  knowled ge,
particularly those branches of knowled ge,
more immediatel y connected with their
profession , we earnestly recom mend to
the -patronage of the public, the Aca-
de m y  at  York , under the able di-
rect ion of Mr. Weiibclovcd.

VI. That the U n i t / U i a h  Fund for
the support of itinerant preaching, hav-
ing been attended with greater success
than could h^ve been expected , but
wanting additional pecuniary aid to m ake
it more extensivel y usefu l, it is the opi.
nion of this meeting that it ought to be
zealously supported .

VII. That a number of books to the
value of ten pounds, be given by this
society to the managers of the Unita-
r i a n  Fund , for the purpose of beino-
distributed by their preachers.

VIII , That a number of book s to the
same amount, "be given to the Welsh
U n i t a r i a n  Society , for the pur-
pose of distribution.

IX. That tile We s t e r n  Uni ta-
r ian  Society , with whom we wish
to cherish a frien dly intercourse , be in-
vited to concur with us in the promotion
of these several obj ects , and that our
secretary be desired to commence a cor-
respondence with, their secretary for this
purpose.

X. That our secretary be de ired to
make known to the Western Society,
the sentiments we entertain respecting
the two Societies holding their annual
meetings occasionall y at the same place.

XF. That wishing to see an increase of
such valuable practical works , as contain
nothing inconsistent with the Unitarian
doctrine , we recommend to the public
attention , two volumes of Family Ser-
mons, partl y selected , and p artly origi-
nal , which the Rev. James- Hews
Bransby, of Dudley, in W orcestershire ,
is now preparing to publish by subscrip-
tion .

XIL That the thanks of the meeting
be given to the chairman , for his able
conduct in the chair.

XIIf .  That the thanks of the meeting
be given to John Kirlcpat rick ,, E q.
Treasurer, and John JKuliagar , Esq. Se-
cretary, for their zealous and diligent
att ention to- * the interests or this So-
ciety.

XIV". That our nex t annual meeting
be held at Di cblhig, in this county , and
that  the Rev. Mr. Blake , of Crewkhernc
be invited to preach on the occasion.;
or in case of his failure , the Rev. Rus-
sel Scott , of Portsmouth .

JOHN CHAT FIELD,
Chairman.
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for the Education of the Poor. By
James Parkinson , Hoxton, is.

Moses conducting the Children of
Israel to the Proxnised Land : A Prize'
Poem. Recited at the Theatre, Oxford,
June io, 1807. is.

A i hanksgiving Sermon, preached in
the Chapel oi the British Factory in it.
Peters burgh, on occasi - n of the Victory
of I rafa igar. By JL. K Pit t, A. M.

The Fashionable World K eiornied :
being Reflection s on Theatrical Repre-
sentations, By

¦ 
Philokosnios. 8vo^ 2s. 6d,

sewed. . ' ¦

Voyages and Travels of a Bible. By
J. Camp bell , 2s. naif-bound.

Four Sermons, p.eached at the Gene-
ral Meeting of the Missionary Society,
in May, 1807 . By the Rev. Mes rsl
Newton, j ack, Griifin and Dr. Draper,
to which 1, added , the? Report of the Di-
rector,, ' Sec ti c. 2s. 6d. ,

Glorious Hope to a Lo^t World,
6d.

Letters to a Person, baptized on Pro-
fession of Faith , 6d.

Advice to Youth : containing a com-
pendium of the Duties of Human Life
in youth and manhood. By H. Blair,
is. id.

A be rmon, preached in the Chapel of
the Magdalen Hospit al , April 23, 1807.
By F. L. Q'Beirne, D.D. Lord Bp. of
Meuth , is . 6d. _

On Singularity and Excess in Theolo-
gical .Speculation : a Sermon , preached
before the University of Oxford , at St.
Mary 's, Ap.il 19, 1807. By R. Law-
rence, L..L, D .  i s . 6d.

tLssay .- . un Moral and Religious Sub-
j ects, calculated to increase Hie Love of
God , and the Growth of Virtue in the
youthfu l mind. By Mrs. Pelham, 3s. 6d*
bou nd.

Mora l Maxim s, from the Wisdom of
Jesus the Son oi Sirach. Selected by a
i^ady, 3^. 6d. bound.

¦A  bcrmoii . preached at St. Mary
Magdalen ' , Church, Taunton , at the
Visitation of the Archdeacon oi Taunton.
May iy ,  1807. hy the Rev. i. Com-
ber , A. b. is

rV Letter to the l ion , and Ri glit Rtv.
the Lord .bishop oi Luniun i , on tJic
Princi ple and Detail of tiu: iVlca^urtr s
now uadcr Loiibidci ut ioti for ihe Kciief

'N EW PUBLICATION15/
C $95 )

A Comp lete List of Books on Theology and M r orals 3f orJ uly\ 1 SO7 f
A. Portaiture of Methodism ; being an

impartial View of the fuse, Progress,
Discipline 'and Manners of the Wesley an
Methodists. In a sd ies of Letters ad-
dressed to a Lady . By Joseph Nightin-
gale. 8vo . ios . 6d.

Jesus the Son of Joseph : A Sermon ,
delivered by A. Bennett , before the An-
nual Assembly of the Gent al Baptists 3
at Worship Strect 3 May 19, 1807 . is.

The Use of Pveason in iicligion* A
Letter addressed to the General Bap-
tist .Jfriirelies , by their Aatmai Asbein-
b y of May 19, 1807. Written by
Richard Wright, 6d.

An Examination of the Passages con-
tained in the Go - pels, and other Books
of the New Testament , respe ting the
Per on of Jesus : with Observations
arising from them. By J. Smith ? Gent.
8vo. js.

A bermon containing a Sketch of the
character of ihe late Rev. Qeorge wal-
ker ," F.R.S. and Pres. Lit. Phil. boc.
Manchester. W ith Pracucal Reflections.
Frtached 3.1 JViay, 1807. Before the
Society ol Protestant Dissenters assemb-
ling on the High Pavement, Notting ham.
By James Tay lor.

An Historical Apology for the Iii^h
Catholics . By Willia m Pdrneli , Esq.
8vo. 5s.

A Letter , stating the Connexion which
the Presb yte ians . Dissenters -nd Catho-
Hcs had " with the recent Event, which
has ag itated and t>till ag itates the British
Empire ; with Lord Grenviile s Letter
to Or. Gaskin.

The hy^tetni of Coloniai Law com-
pared with the K ternal Laws of God,
and with, 'the indispensable Principle^ of
the British Constitution.- By Grenviile
Sharp, 6d.

The Rorj iish Church : or an Histori-
cal and c ritical View of seme oi the
leading doctrine's of the Church of [tome.
In a Se. ic.v of Discourses, prea ched at
Bi hwpwearmouth , in the year i8d6 ;
being a comp ilation from beckcr and
others , interw ovv n wi th  the sentiments
and K em arks of the Preaciiur. 15 y
George Step hen son, 1VI. A. !8vo. 8s.

A Letter from an Irish Dignitary , to
an Eng lish Clergyman on ^hc subj ect of
ryt hes, m Ireland , is.

Kcmurks on Mr. WJiitbread'i) lJlan



and Regulat or! of the Poor. By Tho-
mas Bernard Esq. as. and ed.

Memoirs of the Life and W ritings of
the Hon. Henry Hom e of foumes . By
the Hon. Lord Woodhouselee. a vols.
4to. Portrait , 3I. 3s. R. P. 5L 5s.

The Works , literary , Moral , Philo -
sophic I and Med ical of Thomas Perci-
val, M. IX F.R. S. To "which are pre -
fixed Memoirs of his Life and Writings
and a selection from his Literar y Cor-
respondence. 4 vols. 8vo. iL 16s.

Thou ghts on the Effects of the Bri -
t ish Government , on the State of India :
with hints concernin g the means of con-
vey ing civil and religious instruction to
the Natives. By William Tennant ,
L.L .D 8vo . 7s.

Remarks on the Danger ? whi h threat -
en the Establish ed Reli gion, and thfe
means of averting them , in a Letter
to the Right Hon . Spencer Percival ,
M- P. Chancellor of the Exchequer.
Py Edward Pearson , B. D. Rector of
Rempston e, Nott s. 3s.

The Conduct of the British Govern -
tnent tgwards the Cathol ics of Ireland is.

The Miscellane ous Work s of J ohn
Dunean , D. D. in'verse and prose , 3 vols.
£vo. iL is.. . : ,

A Letter to Lor ^ Gren ryille, upon the
repeated pub licat ion of hi Letter to Dr.
fJa slpn, By H. J3. Wilson, M.A. is.

Reflection s on the Connexion of the
Br&i h Governmen t fcrith the Prot estant
Reli gion , 8vo, 6d>

Sermons on Important Subjects . By
Mat thew Gait , A. M. 8vo. 7s.

Sermons on the Chief Doctrines and
Duties x>f the Christian Religion , in their
natural ord er . By William Da giish, D.D.
Minister cf Peebler. 4 vols . 8vo. il. 8s.

An Inqu iry into the Constitution and
Economy of Man , Natura l , Moral and
Rel igious By R C. Sims 4s.
, Two Sermon , preached in the Paris h
Churches of-St. Ph illip and St. Ma rtin ,
Birmin gham ,on Sunday, April 26, 1807.
By J - Eyton, A. M. 2s.

Genuine Methodism acquitted , and
Sjxurious Methodism condemned ; by the
Author of the Remarks in Six Letters ,
addres sed to Mr J . Cooke. is.

The Duties of a Marr iage State ; or,
Pastoral Address ; designed also as a
general Illustration of the Form of So-
lemnization of M atrimony. By Bazil
Wood , od

A Sermon preached at /the Temp le,
and at Berkele y Chapel, upoa the Con*
duct to be observed by the Established
Church , towards Cath olic , and other
Dissente rs, By the Rev. Sydney Smitb,
A. M. is.

We are happy to announce that we have received a letter for the Mon thly
Repository , from the * Author of the Remarks on Stone 's Sermon , written on the
cover of a copy of that Sermon , in vindica tion of the Rema:ks from the Stric tu res
pf J . M "w hich sha ll appear in our next. Our wish is to provok e discussion,
believing that dhcus ion is a ways favourable to truth ; and we rej oice in an op-
portunity of shewin g that our p i©fes$ion of impartialit y is not an empt y boast , but
the fundamental rue  by which our work is conducte d.

R A.  t-. f Lewes U informed that a packet is left for him at the Prin ter 's.. His
dissat isfaction with our jud gment cm one of his communic ation s , and our delay
in pub li hing- the others , we lamen t ; but we have neither tim e nor room to
discuss the grounds of it. We Leg leave to declin e all corres pond ence which is
not left ent ire ly to our deci- ion , both as to inserti on , and to the time of insertion.

T. C. a\s further .Letter on Baptj sm was received , but was put by as contain *
ing nothian g npw and important on tfie subject of the controve r sy .

We arc obliged to remind several of our corres pondents , some entirel y unknown
to us , that we are not abl e to invi te communications , except on the terms of their
feeing p oit p aid.

We mi ch regret the necessity we are under of omittin g several interesting
art icles of Jntelli ience , which shall come in, with out fail , in the next number ,
together with eome ar ticles that have lain by us a long time.
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